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PREFACE 


This volume is composed of documents, relative to the Central America! 
countries, written during the last of the three decades embraced within tlu 
chronological limits of this publication. The preface of the third volunn 
(which is confined to similar documents written during the first two of tin 
three decades) applies also to this volume, the subdivision into two having 
been made because the bulk of the pertinent documentary material was to( 
great for one of convenient size. The general preface in the first volume 
it may be excusable to repeat, applies equally to all. 

It will be observed that, in this, and subsequent volumes, the dates or 
which despatches and incoming notes reached the Department of State an 
indicated, except in the few cases of documents on which, contrary to prae 
tice, either the receipt dates were not endorsed or from which they have 
been clipped in the binding process or have otherwise disappeared. These 
dates will enable readers to determine whether, in formulating a policy 
embodied in a given outgoing document, the Secretary of State probablj 
had seen a particular incoming document which might, or should, have hac 
an influence in determining the policy. Due partially to a misunderstand 
ing, and partially to inadvertence, the receipt dates of such documents hav( 
not, it is regretted, been indicated in the first three volumes. The Depart' 
ment’s file copies of outgoing documents, it is probably needless to add, dc 
not, of course, bear such endorsements. 

William R. Manning. 

April, 1931. 
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Joaquin B. Calvo, Miri- 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
of Costa Rica 

June 10, 1852 

280 
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July 2H, lH$’X 
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1217 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Charge d’Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Francisco Castellon, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

July 30, 18' 

1218 

Same 

Daniel Webster, Sec. of 
State 

July 30. 

1219 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

William Hunter, Jr., Act¬ 
ing Sec. of State 

Aug. 6, 185: 

1220 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 6, T85: 

1221 

Robert M. Walsh, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Costa Rica 

Daniel Webster, Sec. of 
State 

Aug. 15, Iff 

1222 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nic¬ 
araguan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Charles M. Conrad, Act¬ 
ing Sec. of State 

Oct. 16, i8f 

1223 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Charg6 d’Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Francisco Castellon, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

Oct. 21, 18' 

1224 

Francisco Castelldn, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

John Bozman Kerr, U. S. 
-Charg6 d’Affaires in 
Nicaragua 

Oct. 25, 18 = 

1225 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Charge d’Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Daniel Webster, Sec. of 
State 

Oct. 27, 18; 

1226 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Charles M. Conrad, Act¬ 
ing Sec. of State 

Nov. 2, 183 

122 ’] 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Edward Everett, Sec. of 
State 

Nov. 11, 18 

1228 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 17, 18 

1229 

Robert M. Walsh, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Costa Rica 

Same 

Nov. 19, 18 

1230 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Jan. 8, 185: 

1231 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Charge d’Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Same 

Jan. 13, 18; 


1235 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Charge d’Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Jesus de la Rocha, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

March 8, 1853 

332 

1236 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

March 8, 1853 

333 

1237 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

March 9, 1853 

334 

1238 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S, in 
Guatemala 

Same 

March 26, 1853 

335 

1239 

Same 

Same 

April 1,1853 

335 

1240 

Jesds de la Rocha, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

John Bozman Kerr, U. S. 
Charge d’Affaires in 
Nicaragua 

April 5, 1853 

336 

1241 

John Bozman Kerr, 

U. S. Chargd d'Af- 
faires in Nicaragua 

Jesus de la Rocha, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

April 6, 1853 

337 

1242 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

April 8, 1853 

338 

1243 

Same 

Same 

May 31, 1853 

340 

1244 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

May 31, 1853 

340 

1245 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

A. Dudley Mann, Assist¬ 
ant Sec. of State 

Aug. II, 1853 

341 

1246 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to Nica¬ 
ragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

Aug. 28, 1853 

342 

1247 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 29, 1853 

348 

1248 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 20, 1853 

349 

1249 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Sept. 26, 1853 

357 

1250 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to 

Nicaragua 

Same 

Oct. 8, 1853 

358 

1251 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Oct. 24, 1853 

369 

1252 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to 

Nicaragua 

Same 

Nov. 10, 1853 

369 

1253 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 25, 1853 

370 



1254 

Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter to the U. S. 

William L, Marcy, Sec. 
of State 


Same 

Same 

m 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to 
Nicaragua 

Same 

1257 

Felipe Molina, Costa 
Rican Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

1258 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to 

Nicaragua 

Same 

1259 

Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter to the U, S. 

Same 

1260 

Felipe Molina, Guate¬ 
malan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

1261 

Solon Borland, U. S. 
Minister to 

Nicaragua 

Same 

1262 

Same 

Same 

1263 

Same 

Same 

1264 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter to the U. S. 

Same 

1265 

Jos 4 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter to the U. S. 

Same 

1 

1266 

Same 

Same 

1267 

Mateo Mayor^, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Same 

1268 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

1269 

Frederick A, Beelen^ 

Sec. of U. S. legation 
in Nicaragua 

Same 

1270 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter to the U. S. 

Same 

1271 

Same 

Same 

1272 

Same 

Same 


Dec. 5, 1853 

371 

Dec. 6, 1853 

372 

Dec. 10, 1853 

375 

Dec. 13, 1853 

376 

Jan. II, 1853 

379 

Jan. 24, 1854 

381 

Feb. 14, 1854 

383 

Feb. 22, 1854 

385 

Feb. 22, 1854 

387 

March ii, 1854 

388 

March 20, 1854 

389 

April 18, 1854 

392 

April 22, 1854 

393 

April 24, 1854 

395 

May 4, 1854 

404 

May 4, 1854 

410 

May 16, 1854 

412 

July 28, 1854 

4^3 

Aug. 8, 1854 

414 




Oct. 25. *854 


rrhjw Muhtui, Salva- 
titn.in Mitiintfr tu 
thr t!. 8. 


Williiim I.. Many, Sn;. of 
•State 


Hftuy Savage, iu 
fhaigi* tif the lega- 
litia nf the If, S. in 
(jualrnuda 

Jofh* de Maretiletu,_ 
Niraiaguaii Minis¬ 
ter to the U. S. 

lietjrv Savage, in 
I'hitige iif the lega- 
tlttn of the IJ. vS. in 
tiuatenuilii 

fje Mareolefa, 
Niearak'nan Minister 
to the I!. S, 

FeU^te Mtilina, ('ostii 
Kiean Minititcr to 
the II. S. 

John n. WhtHder, 

U. S. Minister 
Ueshlent In 


»le Mareoletii, 

Nlearagunn Minister 
to the vf. .S. 

John n, Wheeler, 0. S. Saute 
Minister Kesulent in 


Nov. 4, 1854 
Nov. 10, 1854 


Nov. 22, 1854 
Dec. I, 1854 

Dec. It, 1854 
Dec. 13, 1854 
Dec. 22, 1854 

Dec. 27, 1854 

Jan. 2, 1855 

Jan. 15,1855 
Jan. 16, 1855 


John II. Wheeler, U. .S, | .Same 


Feb. i<), 1855 


Jofti’ tic Mareoletii, 
Niearaguan Minister 
to the U. H. 


John II. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister ReMident in 


Mateo Mayorgii, Minister 
of I-'oreiKit Aifairs of 
Nieunigiia 

William f.. Marty, Sec. 
of State 


March i.}, 1H55 

March 18, 1855 
April 10,1855 

April It, iHs5 
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1290 

Mateo Mayorga, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

April 27, 1855 

j 

453 

1291 

Same 

Same 

April 27, 1855 

454 

1292 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

April 30, 1855 

455 

1293 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

May I, 1855 

456 

1294 

Same 

Same 

May 5, 1855 

456 

1295 

Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to theU. S. 

Same 

May 9, 1855 

457 

1296 

Same 

Same 

May 24,1855 

460 

1297 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

May 25, 1855 

461 

1298 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

June I, 1855 

463 

1299 

Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

June I, 1855 

4 <J 3 

1300 

Same 

Same 

June 2, 1855 

464 

1301 

Same 

Same 

June 2, 1855 

466 

1302 

Same 

Same 

June 2, 1855 

467 

1303 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

June 18,1855 

467 

1304 

Mateo Mayorga, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign 

Affairs of Nicaragua 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

June 2X,1855 

469 

1305 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

1 

July I, 1855 

470 

1306 

Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. II, 1855 

473 

1307 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 7, 1855 

475 

1308 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 15, 1855 

478 

1309 

John H. Wheeler, U, S. 

Same 

Sept. 21, 1855 

478 
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1311 

John H. Wheeler, U. S, 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

Oct. 10, 1855 

481 

1312 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 14, 1855 

481 

1313 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 23, 1855 

482 

1314 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 30, 1855 

484 

1315 

Same 

General Maximo Jerez, Act¬ 
ing Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Nov. 2, 1855 

485 

1316 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

Nov. 8, 1855 

485 

1317 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 12, 1855 

487 

1318 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Guatemalan 
and Salvadoran 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Nov. 30, 1855 

488 

1319 

John L. Marling, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Dec. I, 1855 

490 

1320 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charge d’Af- 
faires at Washington 

Same 

Dec. 6, 1855 

491 

1321 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 8, 1855 

493 

1322 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Dec. 15, 1855 

494 

1323 

Parker H. French, 
designated Nicara¬ 
guan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 19, 1855 

496 

1324 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charge d’Af¬ 
faires at Washington 

Same 

Dec. 20, 1855 

497 

1325 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Same 

Dec. 24,1855 

499 

1326 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 24, 1855 


1327 

Same 

Same 

Jan.15,1856 

KflCH 

1328 

Parker H. French, des¬ 
ignated Nicaraguan 
Minister to the 

TT c 

Same 

Jan. 18, 1856 
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1330 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

Jan. 25, 1856 

1331 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 26, 1856 

1332 

Same 

Same 

March 17, 1856 

1333 

Same 

Same 

March 31, 1856 

1334 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charg6 d’Af¬ 
faires at Washing¬ 
ton 

Same 

April 8, 1856 

1335 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Juan R. Mora, Pres, of 
Costa Rica 

April 15, 1856 

1336 

Same 

William L. Marcy, Sec. 
of State 

April 17, 1856 

1337 

Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

April 26, 1856 

1338 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charge d'Af¬ 
faires at Washington 

Same 

May 2, 185G 

1339 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Same 

May 3, 1856 

1340 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charg6 d'Af¬ 
faires at Washington 

Same 

May 6, 185G 

1341 

Agustin Vijil, Special 
Representative of 
the Pres, of Nica- 

Same 

May 14, 1856 


ragua 



1342 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Same 

May 15, 1856 

1343 

1344 

Same 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Guatemalan 
and Salvadoran Min¬ 
ister to the U. S. 

Same 

Same 

May iG, 1856 

May 19, 185G 

1345 

Luis Molina, Costa 

Rican Charge d’Af- 
faires at Washington 

Same 

May 22, 185G 

1346 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Same 

June IS, 1856 

1^4.7 

Samp 

Q 



Page 


5 <H 


506 

5(^9 

509 

512 


514 


515 

517 

521 


523 


523 


525 


527 


528 

.‘520 


533 


536 
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1348 

General Mdximo Jerez, 
Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

July 3,1856 

538 

1349 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

Same 

July 15, 1856 

543 

1350 

John L. Richmond, 
Undersecretary of 
State of Nicaragua 

John H. Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in 
Nicaragua 

July 22, 1856 

545 

1351 

Patricio Rivas, Pres, 
of Nicaragua 

Franklin Pierce, Pres, of 
the U. S. 

July 24, 1856 

549 

1352 

Sebastiin Salinas, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

Aug. I, 1856 

550 

1353 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Aug. 2, 1856 

551 

1354 

John P. Heiss, Nica¬ 
raguan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. 3, 1856 

559 

1355 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Aug. 10, 1856 

561 

1356 

Sebastian Salinas, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Same 

Aug. 12, 1856 

565 

1357 

Appleton Oaksmith, 
designated Nica¬ 
raguan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. 15, 1856 

566 

1358 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 21, 1856 

566 

1359 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 21, 1856 

567 

1360 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 23, 1856 

568 

1361 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Aug. 25, 1856 

569 

1362 

Appleton Oaksrnith, 
designated Nica¬ 
raguan Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. 26, 1856 

570 

1363 

Same 

Same 

Sept. I, 1856 

571 

1364 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 4, 1856 

572 

1365 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 18, 1856 

572 

1366 

Agustin Vijil, Nica- 

. i\/r* *4--. 4.^ 

Same 

Sept. 29, 1856 

573 
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1367 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

William L. Marcy, Sec. of 
State 

Sept. 30, 1856 

573 

1368 

Antonio Jos6 de 

Irisarri, designated 
Nicaraguan Min¬ 
ister to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 16, 1856 

574 

1369 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S.^Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Oct. 23, 1856 

574 

1370 

Antonio Jose de 

Irisarri, designated 
Nicaraguan Min¬ 
ister to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 30, 1856 

575 

1371 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Nov. I, 1856 

576 

1372 

Pedro y Selva, desig¬ 
nated Nicaraguan 
Charge d’Affaires 
at Washington 

Same 

Nov. 3, 1856 

577 

1373 

Antonio JosS de 

Irisarri, Guate¬ 
malan and Salva¬ 
doran Minister to 
the U. S. 

Same 

Dec. 5, 1856 

578 

1374 

Pedro Cardenas, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1856 

579 

1375 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1856 

581 

1376 

Luis Molina, Costa 

Rican Charge d’Af¬ 
faires at Washington 

Same 

Jan. 3,1857 

583 

1377 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Jan. 16, 1857 

5«4 

1378 

John H. Wheeler, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Nicaragua 

Same 

Feb. 24, 1857 

584 

1379 

Same 

Franklin Pierce, Pres, 
of the U. S. 

March 2, 1857 

585 
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To 
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1 

Page 

1381 

Williarn C. Jones, 
Special Agent of the 
U. S. to Central 
America 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

June 7, 1857 

586 

1382 

Tomds Martinez and 
Gen. M 4 ximo 

Jerez, Presidents of 
Nicaragua 

James Buchanan, Pres, 
of the U. S. 

July 27,1857 

587 

1383 

William C. Jones, 
Special Agent of the 
U. S. to Central 
America 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Aug. 3, 1857 

589 

1384 

Antonio Josd de 

Irisarn, designated 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. 14, 1857 

591 

1385 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 24,1857 

591 

1386 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 27, 1857 

592 

1387 

Same 

Same 

Sept. 2, 1857 

594 

1388 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Same 

1 

Sept. 5,1857 

596 

i 

1389 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Sept. 10, 1857 

600 

1390 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Guatemalan 
and Salvadoran 
Minister to the U. S. 
and Luis Molina, 
Costa Rican Charg 4 
d’Affaires at Wash¬ 
ington 

Same 

Sept. 14, 1857 

601 

1391 

William C, Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Same 

Sept. 14,1857 

601 

1392 

Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charge d’Af¬ 
faires at Washington 

Same 

Sept. 22, 1857 

602 

1393 

J. B. Purroy 

Same 

Sept, 22, 1857 

603 

1394 

Antonio Jos 4 de Iri- 
sarri, designated 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Sept, 25,1857 

604 
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1396 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Lewis Cass, See. of .State 

Sept. 28, 1857 

1397 

Same 

Same 

Oct. 2, 1857 

1398 

Henry Savage, in 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Same 

Oct. 2, 1857 

1399 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, designated 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 8, 1857 

1400 

Same 

Same 

Oct. if>, 1H57 

1401 

Gregorio Juarez, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

William C. Jones, Special 
Agent of the U. S. to 
Central America 

Oct. i(>, 1857 

1402 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Gregorio JuffrcJc, Minis¬ 
ter of foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Oct. 17, J857 

1403 

Henry Savage, ia 
charge of the lega¬ 
tion of the U. S. in 
Guatemala 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of 

State 

Oct. 17, 1857 

1404 

Gregorio Juarez, Min¬ 
ister of Foreign 

Affairs of Nicaragua 

William C. Jones, special 
Agent of the U. S. to 
Central America 

Oct. 31 , 1857 

1405 

WiUiam C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agentof the U. S. 
to Central America 

Gregorio Judrez, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Oct. 21, 1857 

1406 

Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Nov. 2, 1857 

1407 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Nov. 9, 1H57 

1408 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Guatemalan 
and Salvadoran 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Nov. 10, 1H57 

1409 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 

Same 

Nov. 17, 1857 



Doc. 
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Page 

1412 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Dec. 13, 1857 

636 


Same 

Same 

Dec. 18, 1857 

636 

MM 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 30, 1857 

638 

1415 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Same 

Jan. I, 1858 

640 

1416 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Jan. 2,1858 

642 

1417 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 
Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Jan. II, 1858 

643 

1418 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

Jan. 19, 1858 

645 

1419 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to thelJ. S. 

Same 

Jan. 27, 1858 

645 

1420 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the U. S. 
to Central America 

Same 

Jan. 30, 1858 

647 

1421 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Feb. 2,1858 

657 

1422 

Same 

Same 

Feb. 15, 1858 

658 


Same 

Same 

Feb. 15, 1858 

659 


Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

Feb.26, 1858 

659 

1425 

William C. Jones, Spe¬ 
cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 

Gregorio J uarez. Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Feb. 27, 1858 

661 

1426 

Gregorio Judrez, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign 

Affairs of Nicaragua 

William C. Jones, Special 
Agent of the U. S. to 
Central America 

Feb. 27, 1858 

663 

1427 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, _ 
U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

March 27, 1858 

663 
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1428 

William C. Jones, Spe- 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

March 31, 1858 

cial Agent of the 

U. S. to Central 
America 





1429 

Same 

Same 


April 7, 1858 

1430 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicara^an 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 


April 16, 1B5H 

1431 

Same 

Same 


April 22, 185B 

1432 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

Same 


April 28, 1858 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 






1433 

Antonio Jos4 de Irl- 

Same 

i 

May 8, 1858 

sarri, Nicaraguan 
and Guatemalan 





1434 

Minister to the U. S. 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

Same 


May 15, 1858 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 







1435 

Same 

Same 


May 36, 185H 

1436 

Same 

Same 


May 28, 1858 

1437 

Antonio Jos6 de Irl- 

Same 


May 30, 1858 


sarri, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 




1438 

Same 

Same 


June 14, 1858 

1439 

Same 

Same 


June x6, 1858 

1440 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

Same 


June 24, X858 


U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 





1441 

Same 

Same 


June 26, 1858 

1442 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 

Same 


June 28, 1858 


Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 




1443 

Same 

Same 


June 30, X858 

1444 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi- 

Same 


July 3, 1858 


dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 
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Irisarri, Nicaraguan 
and Guatemalan 
Minister to the U. S. 




1449 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

July 26, 1858 

692 

1450 

Same 

Same 

July [-] 1858 

696 

1451 

Same 

Same 

July [~] 1858 

697 

1452 

Antonio Jos6 de 

Irisarn, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

July 28, 1858 

698 

1453 

Same 

Same 

July 31,1858 

699 

1454 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Rosalio Cortez, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Aug. II, 1858 

699 

1455 

Rosalio Cortez, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, _ 

U. S. Minister Resident 
to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

Aug. 12, 1858 

700 

1456 

Memorandum for the 
private use of Lewis 
Cass, Sec. of State, 
presented by Gen¬ 
eral Mdximo Jerez, 
Special Representa¬ 
tive of Nicaragua 


Aug. 16, 1858 

701 

1457 

Mirabeau B.* Lamar, 

U, S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Rosalio Cortez, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Aug. 24, 1858 

704 

1458 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 25, 1858 

704 

1459 

Rosalio Cortez, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S, Minister Resident 
to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

Aug. 25, 1858 

704 

1460 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Rosalio Cortez, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Aug. 26, 1858 

705 

1461 

Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Aug. 26, 1858 

706 

1462 

Same 

Same 

Aug. 26, 1858 


1463 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri¬ 
sarri, Salvadoran 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

Aug. 31. 1858 

■ 
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1464 

Juan R. Mora, Pres, 
of Costa Rica 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua anil Costa 
Rica 

Sept. 10, 1858 

7 (K) 

1465 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Juan R. Mora, Pres, of 
Costa Rica 

Sept. r6, 1858 

7 (x; 

1466 

Beverly L. Clarke, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Guatemala 
and Honduras 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of .State 

Sept. 20, 1858 

711) 

1467 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 
Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Sept. 21, r8cj8 

711 

1468 

Torads Martinez, Pres, 
of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

.Sept. 25, 185H 

1 

712 

1469 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 
Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Sept. 2y, 1858 

71.^ 

1470 

Same 

Same 

.Sept. 29, 1858 

714 

1471 

General MAximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 4, 1H58 

71(1 

1472 

Antonio Jos6 de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 
Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 20, 1858 

71H 

1472 

General Mdximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Same 

Oct. 20, 1K5B 

71H 

H 73 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

Oct. 28, 1H58 

71H 

1474 

General M&ximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to theU. S. 

Same 

Nov. 2, 1858 

719 



C__ 
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To 
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Page 

1476 

General Mdximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister 
to the U. S. 

Lewis Cass, Sec, of State 

Nov. 12, 1858 

721 

H 77 

Tomds Martinez, Pres, 
of Nicaragua 

James Buchanan, Pres, of 
the U. S. 

Dec. 2,1858 

722 

1478 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Dec. 3, 1858 

723 

1479 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 22, 1858 

724 

1480 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 21, 1859 

727 

1481 

Same 

Same 

Jan. 29,1859 

727 

1482 

Pedro Zeled6n, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

Feb. 25,1859 

731 

1483 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Feb. 26,1859 

731 

1484 

Same 

Same 

March 4, 1859 

733 

1485 

Same 

Pedro Zeled6n, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

March 4, 1859 

733 

i486 

Same 

Same 

March 8, 1859 

734 

1487 

Same 

Same 

March 10, 1859 

735 

1488 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Affairs 
of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica 

March ii, 1859 

736 

1489 

Same 

Same 

March 12, 1859 

738 

1490 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S, Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

March 12, 1859 

739 

1491 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica 

March 12, 1859 

739 

1492 

Same 

Same 

March 13, 1859 

740 

1493 

Same 

Same 

March 19, 1859 

740 

1494 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

March 20, 1859 

740 

1495 

Same 

Same 

March 20, 1859 

742 
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1496 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, _ 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

i 

March 31, 1859 

742 

1497 

Same 

Same 

April 25, 1859 

743 

1498 

Same 

Same 

April 28, 1859 

744 

1499 

Same 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

May 5, 1859 

745 

1500 

Pedro Zeledon, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

May 9, 1859 

746 

1501 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

May 10, 1859 

750 

I 

1502 

Pedro Zeledon, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

May 12, 1859 

75 t» 

1 

1503 

Antonio Jose de Iri- 
sarri, Nicaraguan, 
Guatemalan, and 
Salvadoran Minister 
to the U. S. 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

May 15, 1859 

75a 

[ 

1504 

Mirabeau B, Lamar, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

William G. Ouseley, Spe¬ 
cial British Representa¬ 
tive to Central Amer¬ 
ica 

May 20, 1859 

75 * 

1505 

Same 

Nazario Toledo, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Costa Rica 

May 20, 1859 

75 * 

1506 

Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

May 29, 1859 

751 

1507 

General M 4 ximo 

Jerez, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Same 

May 30, 1859 

754 

1508 

William G. Ouseley, 
Special British Rep¬ 
resentative to Cen¬ 
tral America 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica 

June I, 1859 

755 

1509 

General Miximo 

Jerez, Nicaraguan 
Minister to the U. S. 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

June 6, 1859 

756 

i 

I 



1 51 1 

IlrVTily I.. C liirkt*, 

1 *. S. Minintrr 
tiriu tii t •u.ttrtuula 
iUtii Uun>lina^ 

I,rwi« tkiM, Srr. uf State 

July 42 , 1859 

151- 

.Mu,iIk* 4»( is. I.iutt.ir, 

Ik .S, Miltifitfr Rt'fii* 
iSfiu tu N'icatu^uu 
iuitl Uii'a 

Siunc 

Auk. 11, i «59 


l .uis Muliiw, Xit'at.i» 

gii.tii C'lnuijr.l'Ai- 
fail I'M .tf WtUihiuKtnii 

Hattie 

Aug. 3*», JH 5 ‘) 

1514 

AlrH.uulft isiiuitty, 

Ik .S. Minififtn’ Urrti 
ilt’iif tu XiiMj.ijfiia 
,ui<i Uica 

S.iine 

Sejit. 11), 1H59 

15 «.S 

I.ui« Mulin.t, Nif.sr.i' 
(‘tl.tl|5r il'Al 

f.utfs ijt W 

Same 

Sept. 26, 1H59 


Alfs.uttlfr I litnitj V, 

Ik S. Mitiiutrr Kffii■ 
tlriif tu Nii.u.igttu 
,Miil fual.l 

S;tme 

•St'.pt . 29, 1H59 

1517 

I.Ilia yUtlUui, Nii'.tt.i- 
rit.tt^tr *rA( 
mitra 4it \\ 4(iUinntuft 

S.»me 

Oct. 1, tH 59 


JSrvrtlv 1 ., Clatkf. 

Ik S Mini»lrt Krai 
tlrttl lu t kliltrui.iiu 
iuui liuiitUir.iH 

IVilt’o (le Ayeiiienaj 

MitiiMer uf KuteiKii 
Afl.iitrt uf (iiiatemala 

Oct. L 1H59 

J 5 *‘) 

S.iiJit* 

Satttu« CUiurtlitilii, I’reti, 
uf iluiulumti 

Oet. t, 1H59 

I 54 ‘» 


i.ewift (“huh, See, uf State 

Oet. 15, iH. 5 y 

1541 

lV(l»u «|r Ayriurti.i, 
Miutafri ui I-u»riKii 
AS!fiit» uf < HiatniiiiUi 

ISeveily I.. Clarke, 11 . .S. 
Miiiirtlet’ Iteftiileul tu 
(itmteiunlu tuul ilutt- 
duraa 

Oet. iH, JH59 

1544 

ilrvcrly I..Ckirkr, 

!k h. Miiuafrr Krai 
(Irttt tj) t iuittrinuU 
ttttti ilutuUirtW 

IVdru tie Ayeiiienn, Mjii< 
ieter uf I'urrijjii Alfnirii 
uf (Kttttetmila 

Oet. ty, 1859 


IVtIfu <i(* Ayc'iiirtttt, 
KSitualer uf Ikirriun 
Affair# uf SnirttrtJiulrt 

ISeverly' f.. Chtrke, Ik S, 
Mimalei' Resitletil tu 
Cuute.tmtUi uml I Iuii« 
diir«M 

Oet. 24 , iHsy 

1544 

Airxuutlrr IHutitrv, 

U. S. Miu_i»ter Krwi' 
tJriit tu Nit'iu'ujjUH 
ftnd (,'uiittt Hicti 

Lewis t'ttM, See, uf Suite 


1535 

Same 

Sniiie 

Oct. 31, 1H59 








U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Guatemala 
and Honduras 

of Honduras 


1527 

Santos Guardiola, 

Pres, of Honduras 

Beverly L. Clarke, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Guatemala and Hon¬ 
duras 

Nov. 15, 1859 

1528 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Nov. 21, 1859 

1529 

Beverly L. Clarke, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Guatemala 
and Honduras 

Same 

Nov. 22, 1859 

1530 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

Nov, 28, 1859 

1531 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 7, 1859 

1532 

Same 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Dec. 14, 1859 

1 

1533 

Notes of an interview 
between Alexander 
Dimitry, U. S, Min¬ 
ister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, and Pedro 
Zeledon, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 


Dec. If), 1859 

1534 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Same 

Dec. 19, 1859 

1535 

Beverly L. Clarke, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Guatemala 
and Honduras 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Dec. 22, 1859 

1536 

Same 

Same 

Dec. 24, 1859 

1537 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minis- 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S, 

Dec. 28, 1859 


ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

1538 

Alexander Dimitry, 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister 

Dec. 28, 1859 


U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 





Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 




1539 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

1540 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

1541 

Same 

1542 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

1543 

Same 

1544 

Same 

1545 

Pedro Zeledon, Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

1546 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

1547 

Same 

1548 

Rosalio Cortez, Acting 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

1549 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

1550 

Same 

1551 

Same 

1552 

Luis Molina, Nicara¬ 
guan Charg 6 d’Af- 
faires at Washington 

1553 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S, Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

1554 

Same 

1555 

Same 

1556 

Antonio JosS de 

Irisarri, Guatemalan 
Minister to the U. S, 





Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Dec, 29, 1859 

843 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica 

Dec. 29, 1859 

854 

Same 

Jan. 24,i860 

854 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of 
Nicaragua 

Jan. 26,i860 

855 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Jan. 30, i860 

856 

Rosalio Cortez, Acting 
Minister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Feb. 9, i860 

870 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

Feb. 21,i860 

875 

Rosalio Cortez, Acting 
Minister of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs of Nicaragua 

Feb. 26, i860 

877 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Feb. 28, i860 

881 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

March 14, i860 

884 

Rosalio Cortez, Acting 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

March 25, i860 

885 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

March 30, i860 

88g 

Same 

March 30, i860 

891 

Same 

April 2, i860 

893 

Same 

April 30, i860 

894 

Same 

June 15, i860 

got 

Same 

June 30, i860 

9 of 

Same 

July 9, i860 

90 f 




1557 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

1558 

Aniceto Esquivel, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Costa 

Rica 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

1559 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

William H. Trescot, 
Acting Sec. of State 

1560 

Same 

Same 

1561 

Same 

Same 

1562 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

1563 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

1564 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S, Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

1565 

I Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

1566 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

1567 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

1568 

Luis Molina, Nicara¬ 
guan Charge d’Af- 
faires at Vi^shington 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

1569 

Same 

Same 

1570 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

1571 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

1572 

Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 
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1573 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Alexander Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident to 
Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica 

Oct. 26, i860 

940 

1574 

Alexander Dimitry, 

U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Nicaragua 

Oct. 26, i860 

941 

1575 

Same 

Lewis Cass, Sec. of State 

Oct. 26, i860 

945 

1576 

Same 

Same 

Nov. 12, i860 

947 

1577 

Luis Molina, Nicara¬ 
guan Charge d’Af- 
faires at Washington 

Jeremiah S. Black, Sec. 
of State 

Dec. 26, i860 

953 


Same 


1578 


Same 
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NOTE 

The idiosyncrasies of spelling, punctua¬ 
tion, capitalization and grammar of the 
original manuscript stand uncorrected 
in this print, except in case of manifest 
and inadvertent error, where the cor¬ 
rection could in nowise affect the sense. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Ignacio G6me%, 
designated Charge d'Affaires of Salvador at Washington ^ 

Washington, February 7, 1851. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has had the 
honor to receive the note of the 31st. ultimo, addressed to him by Mr. 
Gomez,^ announcing his arrival in this City as the diplomatic representative 
of several of the States of Central America. 

The Government of the United States receives Mr. Gomez with great 
pleasure in the character in which he presents himself; but as the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Gomez is not recent and as he is in expectation of receiving 
shortly fresh instructions, it is deemed expedient to wait till such instructions 
be received before a full and formal answer be returned to Mr. Gomez’s 
note. In the meantime the Undersigned would take this opportunity to 
observe, that the government of the United States would see with great 
pain the prevalence of hostilities in the States of Central America either 
between themselves or between any of them and a foreign power. Recent 
events, the increase of commerce on both shores bounding this country, the 
plans for various lines of communication across it by rail roads and canals 
from sea to sea have given to the whole region a new importance. All must 
desire that the Republics of Central America should now come into the 
enjoyment of peace and the pursuits of industry so that they might com¬ 
mence that career of prosperity and progress to which their climate, soil and 
position seem to invite. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, March 31, 1851. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th. 
instant,"^ expressing the anxiety of your government to see the philanthropic 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. * See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1144. 

® Notes to Central America, vol. i- j- j 

On March 24, 1851, Felipe Molina presented his credentials as envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of Costa Rica. On July ro, 1851, he presented his credentials, 
also, as charge d’affaires of Guatemala, and, on June 21, 1852, his credentials as minister 




views of the government of the United States, in regard to Central America, 
carried out, as contemplated by the Ship Canal Convention entered into 
with Great Britain. 

In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you, that this anxiety is recipro¬ 
cated by the President of the United States, who has determined to adopt, 
at once, all proper measures towards accomplishing the object. A distin¬ 
guished citizen of this country, the Honorable J. B. Kerr, late a membci of 
the Congress of the United States, has been appointed and commissioned by 
the government of the United States as Charg6 d Affaiies to that of Nica¬ 
ragua. He will proceed on his mission about the of May. Although 
accredited to the government of Nicaragua, only, he will be directed by 
this Department to visit the other governments of Central America, so far 
as may be in his power, to inquire into the causes of the controversies exist¬ 
ing between them, and to urge upon all those governments the propriety of 
coming to terms of peace and amity between themselves. How desirable 
it is that those States should be united under one Government! The Presi¬ 
dent cannot willingly give up the hope that this will again be accomplislied, 
and Mr. Kerr will be directed to express this sentiment respectfully to them 
all, and to suggest to their consideration how little the probability is that 
Central America, now a point so interesting to all nations, can ever attain 
her proper dignity and proper destiny, while divided into so many small 
States. But if this should be found hopeless, he will still be directed to 
urge upon all those governments, in the most friendly manner, the necessity 
of an immediate cessation of hostilities. The interfering claims of the 
respective governments of Central America, can hardly be expected to be 
justly settled by the sword, and war among such States, must be equally ruin¬ 
ous to the conquerors and the conquered. 

Mr. Molina will understand that these sentiments are here advanced from 
no motive but a sincere regard to the interests of that country. In all that 
exists in Central America and in all that may occur hereafter, the United 
States pursue no private or selfish end whatever. They will not withhold 
their good offices or their acts of kindness from any of those States, They 
wish them all to become prosperous and happy. Their desire for this war¬ 
rants the government of the United States not to use any terms of control 
or dictation, but to signify its good will and to offer its advice with all 
proper earnestness. 

The position of Central America on this continent at the present moment 
excites an extraordinary interest in the civilized world. The lines of com¬ 
munication which are to connect the Atlantic and Pacific seas, must several 


• ‘ . ^ 

thr uluifr iinjutiv i*** ftuward in thf j)nign*HH of improvcnietU. 
I avail mvM'lf oJ this iH’fa.sitin 
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ihintd IfV/'A/#-?, ^'Citeuity of Statt of ihe Ihiik'd Slates, la I^nncw (u'mies, 
tlrsi',:nak,i t 7nir|,V’ tl'A f aires of Salvador at WashingUuA 

Wasiiincton', May g, iSyi. 

Sir; I have* the* honor to afknowlrtige tlu* rca‘ipl of your note of the 7th 
iinUafit.' aenanpanifil Ity u eejinnuminidon of the 2Hth of h'ehriuiry, hint, 
afie|ii‘v4*ti to you hy the* Srere'tary of State of San Salvatior, renewing your 
ap|»»iiitme*{H ajul appoivitig yetur oHieial proeeeclingM in this t'ity. 

Tin*, uovf'iluuettt itM ipreieateH the friendly dispositiouH which you (‘xi)reKH 
on tu'half e»f the KoV(*rnnie*{it eif San Salvatha* and taken a lively intere.st, in 
whatevei may fe*ntl tee advance llie pro.sperity of that Republic. 

I avail my.M'lf of the eu'cadeni [etc,]. 
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thmiel Ufhtrr, Setreiary of State of (he United States, to John Bozman Kerr, 
United Stales t'hargi d'Affaires in Niearagim ^ 

X(». 4 Washincton, June 6, r.V^i. 

SsK; t h» the* thitel e>f September, iH.p), a treaty between the Mnited States 
ami Xtc.uagua wan signed at laHUi, the 35th. Article* of which relates to 
a Ship t an.d ttefweejt the two oceams through the territories of that State, 
jfrfer» to a t out (act entered into on the g7th. of August, JH4cg between the 
Republic <*f Xitaiagtia anti a t’ompany of (‘itizens of tlu* United States 
fjfyletl the “Auietican Atlantic ami I’acilic t'anal Uompany," requires the 
thiitwl Staten to fectigjiize the rights of sov(‘reignty and i)ro(K‘rty which 
XicaraKua over tlte line of said canal and guaranticB the neutrality 

thereof w! hifig an it r»hall renuiin under the contnd of citizens of the United 
State:*, *rhift treaty was Hubniilttnl by the I’resident to the Senate in March, 

* NturR s»» {Vntral Atiirrica, vol. I. 

* Xriihri *tu» tiuti* nor if« suTuanwtu’rnent iw indiuled In thii jHibUcatloiu The contents 
4tr** rrv'r4!r>! Isctrut 

* hj»rrnrtiM«s, Aiiirritan Kiiifes, vi»l. 15 . 


same subject between me unitea :btates ana u^reai: oriiam was sij^nea in unis 
City, by the sixth article of which it is stipulated that if any differences should 
arise as to right of property over the territory through which the said canal 
shall pass, between the States or governments of Central America, and such 
differences should in any way impede or obstruct the execution of the said 
canal, the Governments of the United States and Great Britain will use 
their good offices to settle such differences in the manner best suited to 
promote the interests of the said canal and to strengthen the bonds of friend¬ 
ship and alliance which exist between the contracting parties. 

Although it may be taken for granted that a part of the line of the canal 
here referred to would be in the bed of the River San Juan or on the northern 
or southern bank of that stream, it is obvious that it would have been pre¬ 
mature for the United States to assume the guaranty stipulated in the treaty 
with Nicaragua until the position of the canal had been determined upon. 
The Department is not aware that this has yet been done. It is well known 
that for some time past there has been a dispute between the States of 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica respecting their boundary, and it is certain that 
until this shall be adjusted the United States could not undertake to guaranty 
to Nicaragua dominion over the line of the canal without impliedly at leUvSt 
deciding that dispute in her favor and engsiging to maintain that decision by 
force should this become necessary. Though the President appreciates the 
friendship of Nicaragua he cannot consent even to risk doing an injury to 
any one of the other Central American States by determining without due 
examination a controversy which it may have with any other of those States. 
If, however, a sense of duty were not sufficient to prevent the adoption of 
such a course on our part, the stipulation in our treaty with Great Britain, 
above referred to makes it a positive obligation. 

On the 5th. of August, last, Mr. Molina, the Minister of Costa Rica at 
London, addressed a note to Mr. Abbott Lawrence stating that his govern¬ 
ment, fully concurring in the philanthropic views set forth in the Convention 
signed at Washington on the 19th. of April in 1850, was willing to submit the 
question of her rights over the territories in dispute l)ctween Nicaragua and 
herself to the combined mediation of the United States and G-rcat Britain, 
and to regard their joint decision as final provided that Nicaragua shall have 
previously placed herself under a similar obligation. Mr. Molina is now the 
Minister of Costa Rica at Washington. You will herewith receive a cojiy 
of a recent correspondence between him and the Department ui)on this 
subject.^ In his note of the 31“^ of March he states that his government 

^ See below, vol. vii, pt. n, containing Communications from Great Britain, 
n/i- correspondence with the file copy of the instruction. See 

Molina s notes of March 28, and Mav8. i8ki. below, this volume, nt. it. docs, riaoand i 



j » .**4 lui IW UU’ 4 .nlKt*CH iN U ill ilj^lui, US 

ut'll .IN nti {hat jiuiiioji cjf tin* afttrfsiul lake r(ini{H'isi‘(l hetwtvn fort Sail 
(’.ijItif. .ual !iv <•! I,a I'ha ; tnwa'tlun'with a ri^ht to Uu‘join! iiavigalioii of the 
aluivr mi’niinuftl ii\,ct S.m Jnaa aiul of Lake Niearagua. If, (liert‘for(‘, the 
Huo tif till* iutr!t.t iMuii' ranal slutuhl lie on the South .side of the river or in 
thi- Li-il thrte.if. a e.uaianfv Lv tei to Niearaj,;na of clotninion ovia* it would 
he in liriiainf oi (fn* claim of ('osta Riea referred to. Under tlu'.st' ('ireuni- 
Ntaiu t'N M»u uill jc-|Hea*n{ to tin* KovernnH'Ut of Nii'amKOni that this govern" 
nient cann>t{ undettake to j.;uarantv the HoverelKmty of tin* line of the canal 
to her ttutll tin* I out'.e wiiieli ih.it work shall take with r(*fi*r('nee to tin* river 
San Juasi aiut its tetmimis on the I'ai'ilie shall he .ascertained and until the 
ditfeieiict*-. I let Wren N'ie.u.iyuu and (’osta Rie.i resf’x'ctinj^^ their boundary 
shall he Netfleti. Volt will suKK‘‘-'t that it would h(‘ advi.salile for them to 
(<n}|H»w<*s fin- Mini*.ter of Nie.u.iKua ht*re to adjust the (lue.slion of limits and 
von mav aihl that it i*. quite [ii'olialile if it should lx* .adjusted under the 
ausinces of both tireat Ihit.iin and the Unitixl .Slati's, that udjustni(‘iit, might 
he made toeinhiai r .i ‘,etflenient of ,uiy other tjuesfion which Nicar.agua may 
lia\(- with otln't powi-t*. t{’Njtectinv. her fi'iritnries on (he (’arrihean .stxi. If, 
howevj't, (he Xie.u.igu.in government should refuse* to authorize Mr. 
.Maooles.i to negoti.ite upon this snhjt*ei, you will tlu*n intimate to her 
ant hot itie** th.it (lie United St.lies will not regard with indiffi'n'iiee any 
uttempt on her p.u t to wae.st hy force from (*oHla Ku'a any territory of 
which the l.ittei State m.iy now he in peari*uhl(‘ possi*Hsion. 

I am. .Sir, vnv resjieetfully (etc.j. 
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Ihinicl U’rhxSrf, Si^tnitiry of SUitt' of the Iht'Uod States, to John Hoznian Kerr, 
( tUtf'il States i’hary/ d'AjInires in A^/Vumg/mh 

\n. fi Wasiiincton, June 0 , 

StK If ,m inquiry sluuild he addre.-csetl to you in Nicaragua or elsi'wlu're in 
t eittr.d America .m to whether tin* United .States have reeogiuV.i'd the 
Mosquito Kingdom or eontemplati* .sui*h a nu'asurt*, you may answer di*- 
cideiflv in tlie negative. Any other cour.se would he at variance, not: only 
with the poHi'v hitln-i to pursued hy the Ihiited Statt's in rr'gard to thealio- 
rigin.d tnhalut.mt-* o( the Anu*riean hemisphei'e, hut also wdlh that of the 
iMuopran nation^ who madt* diseoverieM and [)Iant(*d Ufdonit'B there. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, June g, iSsi. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 27th. 
of March, last,^ expressing a wish on behalf of your government, for the 
negotiation of a Treaty between the United States and Costii Rica. In 
reply, I have the honor to acquaint you, that your note has been siibniittecl 
to the President, who has directed me to state that the wish of the govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica upon the subject is reciprocated. The President has 
accordingly empowered me to enter upon negotiation with you, and I will be 
happy to receive you at the Department for the purpose at any time when 
it may be convenient for you to call. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ” 

Washington, June 10, 1S51. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, h'nvoy h^xtraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Costa Rica,'* accompanied 
by a printed Memoir and documents in manuscript relative to the boundary 
between that Republic and the Republic of Nicaragua. In reply, the 
Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Molina that his communication 
will be taken into respectful consideration. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary^ of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, July g, i8st. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Envoy Extraordinary 
^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

\ for this publication; its contents are indicated here. 



of (hjatrinahi tc* thin gtivcrnmenit, and aHking for the appointment of a time 
hn* him to prosent tfu* orlKinul. 

In reply, the rntler.*-%rietl lias the honor to acquaint Mr. MoUua, that he 
will receive him hir the purpose indicated, to-morrow, the loth, instant, at 
twelve i t'clcH'k. 

I'he UjuierslKUetl {etc.]. 
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IVillitim S. Pt-ftitk, At tirtr, StrrHary of Slate of the United States, to Felipe 
Molina, Charge il'Ajlaires of iUtnlemaUi at Washington “ 

WAsinNc'.TON, August 14, jSsi, 

'rhe Undetsi^pietl, Actiuj.;; Secretary of State of the. United Slates, has the 
homir to acknowledge the reis-ijitof the note of Mr. Molina, Uharg^crAlTuires 
tif the Repultlic of tfuateniala, of the 17th. ultimo,’ upon the .sulijeet of the 
reUitions liet\vet*n tiiat Republic atul the other .States of (kuitral America, 
and HUgge.Hting the cxpetliency of the employment, on the part of this govern¬ 
ment, of its gtKKi titliccs for tile purpos(‘ of restoring and jire.serving harmony 
betwetm Guatemala and thost'States. In reply, the Undersigneil has the 
horntr to at'quaint Mr. Molina, that Ins communication has beim read with 
much interest ami v.duable information has been (U'rived therefrom. A 
copy of it shall at once be tran.smitted to Mr. Kerr, the (’harg6 d'AlTaires of 
the Unite<i States in t’entr.il /Xmerica, willi an instruction dirisUing him to 
do alt he can witii propriety for the purpo.se of accomplishing the object 
tleniretl by Mr. Molina.* 

The UfuierHigtHHl avails himself [etc.]. 
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WiUutm .V. Uerrkk, /lUrni: Secretary (f State (f the United States, to John 
Bosman Kerr, United States Churgi d'Affaires in Nicaragua ® 

No. H Wa.siuncton, August rSi 

Ami I transmit a c'opy of a correspondence bedween the Department and 
Mr. Molina, the (‘IsarKt'* <rA(Tair<ii of Guatemala,® upon the subject of the 

i ttrtow, dii# vuktme. t»f. n. titr. 1138. ^ Str. note i thereto. The enclosed copy of cre- 
deoti»l« hwa not Iwrti ctifiiwl lor this puhllmtiun. 

* tii (VtifrMl vul* i* 

Wilikfn K. Derrh k, of IVtumylvunw, who signed this note, w«ii ftpP<>i»t«l diief clerk of 
the l>er»«rtmenr of Soue »jn Attrtl a-f, Ilw Hucfe««)r w«n appointed, Aprd 10, 1844. 

lie wat feaptHiintetl April 5, IH40, and died in otfk'c May 15, 1H52. 

* below, thi® volume, pt. n, dm*. tiUt, 
iriitrnnion No. H m Kerr, Augu«t 15, iHgp hdow, th)» part, doc. 1005. 


relations between that Republic and the other Central American States. 
You have already been apprized, by the previous correspondence between 
the Department and the same gentleman, how essential to the welfare of 
that country the restoration and permanence of peace there is deemed. 
You will accordingly endeavor to effect this object, by making such in¬ 
formal representations upon the subject to leading characters in that country 
as may seem to you best adapted for the purpose. It is not, however, under 
existing circumstances advisable that you should make an official tender of 
the good offices of this government. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November ii, 

The Secretary of State of the United States has received the note of Mr. 
Marcoleta of the 30th. ultimo, marked “Confidential’He can appreciate 
and sympathize with the anxiety of that gentleman and that of Mr. Molina, 
for the adjustment of the differences between Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 
This government strongly desires that they should be accommodated upon 
terms just to both parties and upon a basis likely to be enduring. Without 
adverting to the nature or extent of the obstacles which have hitherto pre¬ 
vented that accommodation, it would seem to the Undersigned that the con¬ 
dition of public affairs in Central America and especially in Nicaragua has, 
within a few months, become, and remains such, so far as this Department 
is informed, that it is extremely doubtful whether any good or lasting results 
could at present be expected from the negotiations proposed by Mr. Mar¬ 
coleta. It is probable that some of the despatches of the Charg6 d'Affaires 
of the United States in Nicaragua to this Department have miscarried. 
It is certain, however, that at the latest dates from him he had not been 
received by the authorities at Leon, in his official character. One cause for 
this may have been that a treaty is understood to have been concluded 
between Nicaragua, Honduras, and San Salvador providing for a Confed¬ 
eracy between those States with the title of “National Representation of 
Central America”. But neither Mr. Marcoleta, nor any other person has 
presented credentials to this government as the agent of that Confederacy, 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 



operation. If, however, such should be the fact, it will at once occur to Mr. 
Marcoleta that any step which he might take as the diplomatic representa¬ 
tive of Nicaragua only, would neither be binding upon her nor respectful to 
her confederates, so long as she acknowledged the validity of the compact 
which unites them. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to John Bozman Kerr, 
United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

No. 9 Washington, November 20, 1^52. 

Sir: Your despatches N?“ 3, and 4,2 have been received. As those num¬ 
bered one and two,* have not reached the Department, we have not been 
able correctly to understand the position of the contending parties in 
Nicaragua. You will accordingly, at your earliest convenience, transmit 
duplicates of them. 

Mr. J. L. White, the Agent of the Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany has recently visited this City and, from the oral representations which 
he has made, the Department is inclined to believe that the modifications 
of the Charter of that Company which he recently obtained in Nicaragua, 
were granted by competent authority and upon just considerations. The 
large expenditures of money which the Company had already made and the 
magnitude of the interests, both public and private, at stake, seem to have 
admitted of no delay in seeking and obtaining those modifications. If, 
therefore, their lawfulness should be disputed, you will state the opinion 
of this government upon the subject. 

The transit by steamboats upon the river San Juan across Lake Nicaragua, 
and thence to San Juan del Sur, may fairly be considered as preliminary to 
the construction of the ship canal, and perhaps as indispensable to show the 
most eligible route therefor. Nicaragua will probably derive more im¬ 
mediate advantages from this transit than if the canal were to be begun at 
once without it, and as she has justly considered her future prosperity to be 
identified with the construction of the canal, it is to be hoped that the transit 
in the manner above mentioned will receive all reasonable encouragement 
and all necessary protection. 

In case you should deem it advisable to recognize the National Representa¬ 
tion of Central America, created by the Treaty between Nicaragua, San 



Salvador and Honduras of the 8th. of November, 1849, a letter accrediting 
you to its Minister for Foreign Affairs is herewith transmitted."• 

I am, Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe AMina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United Stales ^ 

Washington, November 2s, 1851. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Envoy ICxtraordiiiary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Costa Rica, of the 20th. 
instant,* accompanied by a copy of a communication of the same date ad¬ 
dressed by Mr. Molina to Mr. J. L. White, the Agent of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Ship Canal Company, protesting against the contemplated occupa¬ 
tion by that Company of certain lands claimed by Costa Rica. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Afolina, 
Charge d'Affaires of Guatemala at Washington * 

Washington, January 26, 1^52. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Charg6 cl’AflaireH of 
Guatemala, of the 23d. instant,® accompanied by a copy of a letter from His 
Excellency, General Don Rafael Carrera, to the President of the United 
States, announcing his election as Chief Magistrate of that Repulilic. 

In reply, to Mr. Molina’s request for the appointment of a day for him to 
deliver to the President the original of the letter referred to, the Under¬ 
signed has the honor to state, that if Mr. Molina will transmit the original 
to this Department, the Undersigned will cause it to be laid before the Presi¬ 
dent. This proceeding would, in this instance, be more conformable to 
usage than the one suggested by Mr. Molina. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

1 There are no enclosures with the file copy of this instruction. The document mentioned 
would not properly come within the scope of this publication. 



Dear Sir: I have received your note of the 6th. instant, marked ‘Con- 
fidential’.^ 

The President will be exceedingly unwilling to be obliged to conclude the 
pending arrangement without the cooperation and consent of Costa Rica. 
But time presses, and it is necessary to bring this business to an end. Nica¬ 
ragua granted the sections of land to the Canal Company to be located on 
either side of the San Juan. If she now consents to surrender all the terri¬ 
tory on the South Side of that river to Costa Rica, it seems quite reasonable 
that an arrangement should be made between the two governments such as 
shall meet the convenience and fulfil the just expectations of the Canal 
Company. 

It is most earnestly to be desired, that upon further consideration you 
should devise a plan by which we can get over the present difficulty without 
the delay which would necessarily be incurred by waiting for further instruc¬ 
tions. I commend this subject with renewed earnestness to your attention. 

I offer you a renewed assurance [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, April is, 1852. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 9th. 
instant,^ in which you agree to stipulate, on behalf of your government, to 
allow the Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company to locate two of the 
sections of land granted to them by the Nicaraguan government, on the 
Costa Rican side of the San Juan river, in consideration of one hundred 
thousand dollars to be paid by Nicaragua to Costa Rica out of the revenues 
to be received by the former from that Company. Your offer is also made 
subject to other conditions. 

It is to be regretted that the expectations of your government should be 
so high in regard to its differences with the Nicaraguan government, I had 
indulged the hope that the proposition contained in my note of the 8th. 
instant ® would, under the circumstances, have been considered by you so 

* Notes to Central America, vol. i. * Below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1193. 

’ Notes to Central America, vol. i. * Below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1194. 

® Above, this part, doc. loio. 
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moderate and reasonable that you would not, by rejecting it, los(‘ thc^ oppor¬ 
tunity which it afforded Costa Rica to avail herself of the good olhces of tin* 
United States and Great Britain towards accommodatinj;' the (li.si)Uti*N 
between her and Nicaragua. Inasmuch, however, as you have' ollua w i.''< 
decided, Mr. Crampton and myself will proceed to arrange? (lu‘ ijoiiil.s at 
issue between our two governments in regard to the Mosciuilo shori*, and to 
transmit directly to the Nicaraguan government, whose dii)loniatie agent 
here, it is understood still remains without instructions, information of tliesc 
arrangements, with a distinct statement of our joint opinioms of the int ere.stn 
and duty of that government. As you are the recognized Minister of t o.sta 
Rica to this government, it would be improper for us to addri's.s ourselve.s 
directly to that of Costa Rica as such a proceeding would be a departure 
from diplomatic usage. I have to say, however, that a copy of the paj)er 
which we propose to communicate to the Nicaraguan government will la? 
placed in your hands. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Robert M. Walsh, 
Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica ' 

Washington, April 2^, /1V5J. 

Sir: The disputes between the Republics of Costa Rica and Nic'araguu 
and between the latter and the Mosquito Indians in regard to the bound¬ 
ary between their respective territories has threatened to be so sitIou.s an 
obstacle to the commencement of the inter-oceanic canal by the way of the 
San Juan river and Lake Nicaragua, that the governmentwS of the United 
States and Great Britain have deemed themselves warranted in olTerdng 
their good offices for the purpose of adjusting them. For this purposts IMr. 
Crampton, the British Minister here and myself have drawn up and signed 


' Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

Robert M. Walsh, of Pennsylvania, as special envoy to Costa Rica, was instructed tm 
April 29, 1852, to obtain a settlement of disputes between Costa Rica and Nicaragua iu 
m regard to their boundaries, which were obstacles to the commencenient of the canal 
across Nicaragua. Prior to his service in Costa Rica, he had been coniniissioncd, on .Sep 
tember 13,1841, as secretary of the United States legation in Brazil. He left Rio de Jancirti 
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articles n{ a basis ftir that st'tth-nicriL, aitd a conduHioii advertiaR' Lo the 
aitrinative whic h t hcnt Hiitaia aa<l the United States will deem themselves 
jastilical in acleptinR, shciuld their reeomnieiulatiaa to (iosta Kiea and Nica- 
raRti.t ae»t he .suhstaiitially adopted by tliem. Until recently hopes were 
enter taiiiecl that Mr, Mciliaa, the Mini.sl<*r of ('osta Rieti hei'c', would have 
jciinc'd in the in.stnmicnl, 'I'he aa'ompanyiiiR c'o[)y" of a correspondence 
hc'tweert this I )c*flar tnicnt and him will, howc'ver, apitri/.e you that tis he has 
been unwiiliny tet pcnmii the t'airal I'oniipany to locnle certain sections of 
land Rtanted them by NiiMtaKiia cm the right Icank of the San Juan river, it 
has been dc-erned aclvis.ibh* not to yield to him on (his point, and we have 
signed tire paper witlumt him. A motive for this oi\ my ()art was an ap- 
prehtnsiem that in* might ultitmitely objc'ct lo some of the (erniH in which 
the Imundarv bc*t\vec‘n t‘ost:a Rica and Niearagiui i.s deserilx'd. As it; is 
presumed (hat liis seruplc’s were* in cjbc'dunce to instructions from his gov- 
ernrnetit, it is dec*med expedient that a (terson on tin* i):ul of this govcTument 
shctnld picicts'd to S.m Jose, ilu‘ Capital of t'ostti Rica, for the: purpose of 
inclucing that gcjv<<rnmcnt to atrede to tlie ircommendation embodied in 
tin* paper advc*i'(c*d to. Vein have aecordingly bet*n selected for the occasion. 
A lettc*r intrcKlueing yem to tin* Minister for h'oreign Affairs of Costa Rica* 
is herewith enciosc’d. On r'eaeliing San Jose, you will lose no lime in 
piew'iiting this and in making known tlie object of your visit. For this (tur- 
p{JM*. you will pre.seni to tin* Minister the document executed by Mr. Cramp- 
ton arnl rnyst*!!', arrd will recjnest that it may Ire ttdeen into immediate coii- 
.sideratiorr. In order that you may be preirarc'd to meed any objeetions l;o 
its adoption bv that government, it is propt‘r that you should be ii[)pnze(l 
<4 the* full extent of its c'laints in re.speet to Nicartigini. It is undersLotrcl that 
CccHta Ricxi aswj ts that hc*r boumlary bc‘gin .4 jil the mouth of the S;in Juan 
at its cottduc’tu'e with the* sea juid extettds (herein to its source in I,tike Nica¬ 
ragua tint! ihenc'c* to a point on that bake nearest the mouth of the river La 
Mt»r on the I’acitic and tlienee by a dinn't line* to the mouth of that river. 
Nicaragua on the etther luuid eonteiulH that Costa Riea has no right to claim 
the re|.;icm on the* Soutli Btink of the Snn Juan or the District of Giuuiacaste. 
i*rcmi the attention wliich I have been able to iiestow upon the subject, I 
incline to the opinion that (he claim of Costa Rica to the South Bank of the 
,San Juan is g«KHl as far as the mouth of the Serapiqui river and that her 
pretensionH to UuaiuuMHie District will not bear a strict and impartial in- 

» Nut widi the ii!e fopy t)f the ii»»ilmctiuu; it« jiurpiirl m revealed herein. A later in- 
»»trutti«m tu hitu uf, Mavbp tS.y, below, ihiH pari, doc. 1015, statcH (hat ihiH propoailion 
wn>4 aUerirt! .Vt* hetow. thi* part, Afiril .yr, 1H52, note 4, p. tH, for the nlterecl proponition. 
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vestigation. By the proposition we make to her, therefore she would ap¬ 
parently lose in the first place the delta between the San Juan and tlu^ 
Colorado. This, however, would only be an apparent loss, when it is con¬ 
sidered that the Colorado may be deemed a branch of the San Juan and as it 
discharges a much larger volume of water than the branch wliich em[)ties 
into the sea at Greytown, it may be said to be the main branch of tlu^ stream. 
When also it is considered that the delta referred to is uninhalhtable and 
otherwise valueless, Costa Rica cannot justly be said to make any material 
sacrifice in adopting the Colorado as her boundary. It is not improbable 
that she has hitherto been influenced in her pretensions by a reluctance tliat 
Nicaragua should have exclusive control of the canal and by an impression 
that if the Costa Rican boundary were to extend to the South Hank of the 
San Juan and were to embrace the Guanacaste district she might have the 
canal within her jurisdiction, especially as the port of Salinas on the Pacific, 
which has sometimes been spoken of as the best terminus for the wtn’k, would 
then be hers. The Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company have; however 
made a thorough survey of the region between lake Nicaragua and the 
Pacific, and have ascertained that not only the most practicable but the 
only practicable course for the canal, will be from a point on that lake within 
the acknowledged territory of Nicaragua to Brito on the Pacific, also in her 
territory. Inasmuch, therefore, as there cannot be two canals in that ejuar- 
ter and as capitalists will prefer the cheapest and most eligible routxa Costa 
Rica cannot in any event expect to have the canal within her terriloj-y. As 
it is probable, however, that the San Juan itself will in a part of its c'ourse, 
at least, be used as the canal by means of locks and dams, it is indisi)ensa- 
ble that the Canal Company should have exclusive control over tint waters 
of that river, for the purposes of the Canal. If, therefore, Costa Rica should 
acquire by so good a title as the guaranty of the United States and Great 
Britain the rich and extensive region of Guanacaste at so small apparent a 
sacrifice, it is difficult to imagine why her government could reasonably 
hesitate to adopt our recommendation. 

But it may be asked, why should Nicaragua have the exclusive right to 
navigation by steam on the San Juan and the Lake? To this it may be 
answered, that steam navigation was first introduced there under the 
auspices of Nicaragua, in the belief that she had exclusive jurisdiction over 
the river and lake; that the Company to whom she has granted the privih^ge, 
accepted it under this impression, and have invested a large capital in carry¬ 
ing their grant into effect. If Costa Rica should make a similar grant to 
another Company, it would probably result in material loss if not ruin to 
that holding under Nicaragua and indeed to both, and would ultimately 
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latter shall he will inak(' it: for tlu* interest of llu! Nicaragua ('ompany 
so t(j reducf their rate's for [lassage and freight, that none of the usual 
{)l)jeetions to a moiiopoh- e'an be urged against them. 

If, however, tlu’ t'osla Rit'an authorities sliould not .acknowledge the 
reasonableness ol tlu‘ pi.in of ae'eouKKlation proposed, .and should persist 
in asserting .ill their (iri'iensions against Niearagu.a, you will say to them that 
this will not prei'ent the Ihiited States from entering into a (ionventioii 
with (Ireat Hrilain to protect lioth the'Pransit .and tlieshij) (’arnil ('omiKiny. 
.Should such a t'onvention go into etTeiU, it would, if ni'Ci'.s.sary, be the right 
and duty of both p.irtit's to it to u.si' other nuaiius than persuasion to induce 
('osta Rit'a to abstain from tiaaiching on the ])rivilege.s or iiUt'rfering with the 
oiierations of either of those ('ompanies. 

It is till' President's wish, that if the i>roj)osition of which you are the 
btairer should prove to be aci’e{)tal)Ie to that goviaaiment, their assi'iit to it 
may 1 h‘ given in .i formal manner liy both tlu' U'gislaturi' and President of 
('osta Rica .so that no furtlier n'ference to that country may be nei'e.ssary. 
.Mr. Molina might then be instructed and einiiowi'a'd to .sign a (luadrii)artite 
trciity ;ind might at the same time be furnisheil witli :i ratification of .such a 
treaty to lie exchanged here for the ratilii'alions of tiu' other parlii'S. 

It i.H highly clesirahli' that (hat government should disposi' of the subject 
so that you may return hither in sisison (o allow tlu' treaty to be acted upon 
by the .Smiate of the United .Stab's at its {ire.sent session. 

^'ou will proceed to .San Juan de Nicaraguti, and from tlu'nce up the San 
Juan river to its I'millnenee with tlie .Si'miiiipii and from tlu'iice to San Jose 
by land. When you shall have eoiu'luded your liusiiu'ss at .Sail Jo.se you 
may return by tlu* way of Nicaragua in order that you may bring with you 
any despatches which Mr. Kerr, the t'barge d’Affaires of the United .States 
to Nicaragua, may have oeea.sion to .send to tin* 1 leiiartment. 

Your compeusat ton will beat the rate of ten Chilians a day from the time of 
yemr departure until your return. You will also be nJlmved your necessary 
travelling expen.ses of whic'h you will k<H*p an tu'ctount, which must be sup¬ 
ported by vouchers when they can In* obtained. 'Pht' sum of eight hunched 
dollars is now advauec'd to you on ac'count of your t'xpc'U.sc's. A Hpc'cial 
[uiHHport which you may fmd useful, is also luuc.vvilh communicated to you. 

I am, Sir, [c*tc.]. 
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Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to John Bozman Kerr, 
United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

II Washington, April 30, 1832. 

Sir: The adjustment of the unsettled questions between the United States, 
Great Britain, Costa Rica and Nicaragua, in regard to the boundary be¬ 
tween the two latter States and between Nicaragua and the territory claimed 
by the Mosquito Indians, has for some time past been the subject of neg'O- 
tiations between Mr. Crampton, the British Minister, Mr. Molina, the 
Minister of Costa Rica, and myself. Mr. Marcoleta, the Minister of Nica¬ 
ragua, has not been invited or admitted to take part in them. This arose 
from the fact that at the time they were begun and until they were nearly 
concluded, we were not informed that you had been received by the Nica¬ 
raguan government and when we were informed by Mr. Marcoleta’s note of 
the 14th. instant ^ that you had been so received there was no communica¬ 
tion from him from which it could be inferred that his instructions would 
allow him to join in the negotiation upon any acceptable basis. Hopes were 
for sometime entertained that Mr. Molina would unite with us in a basis 
deemed reasonable by us and which we could recommend to those govern¬ 
ments. You will see, however, from the accompanying correspondence 
between the Department and him that these hopes were disappointed Mr. 
Crampton and myself accordingly signed alone the paper a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed.'* You will lose no time in laying the same before the 


' Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

^ Below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1195. 

^For the Secretary of State’s notes to Molina, see above, this part, docs, roio and loi I, 
and for Molina’s replies, see below, pt. ii, docs. 1194 and 1196. 

^The text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, copied from Drafts of 
Treaties, Vnitei States and Great Britain, vol. 3, follows: 


Webster Crampton Propositions relative to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and MosQuito 

Territory 


Washington, April 30,1832, 


'^e Undersigned Daniel Webster Secretary of State of the United States and John 
r. Crampton Envoy E^raordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannick 
Majesty h^mg taken into consideration the state of the relations between the Re- 
pubhes of Costa Rica and Nicaragua in respect to the boundaries between those Re¬ 
publics and between the Republic of Nicaragua and the territory claimed by the 
Mosquito Indians and Ming mutually desirous that all pending differences respecting 
those questions should be amicably, honorably and definitively adjusted do in behalf 
Governments earMstly recommend to the respective Governmentn 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica an accommodation and settlement of 
these differences upon the following Basis 


Article i 

reserve to themselves out of the territory heretofore 




** »v».i\ »4I«\ \ tl\. ^ VA'HV' H# lilW 

Rt'ptihlir cii' Nicar.u'.ua ti^ictlicr will) all jurl.sciii;!ion ovof llu; humu! in (^onsiileralion 
of the lu'tt ma'iptH lor a jitaiod of ihron yoar.s from all dulii'H U'.viod and colloclc'd at 
C Ireyttiw'n at tin* rale of ti'ii [K'r cent ad valoirni on all i;nod.s imported into the Htatn •• 
I'he periixl tif three yeai'H to eotnmenee t>n the tiny vs’htMi Nioaraj^ua hIiuII furjiudly liikc 
IM)AH(!H}jion of and enter into the oeoupamry of said 'rown. Ainl the Haiti nett: receipts 
shall he payable tpiarterly or every three luontha to such aKcnt or agents as may ho 
appointed to recieve them. 

And tint said Repnhlie of Niearagna hercity tigrecH not in any way to molest or inter¬ 
fere with the Mostiuito IinliaitH within the territory herein reserved hy them * 

It i.H aim) utiderHt(K)d that any (Irants of land whieh may Iiave been made l)y said 
Mostniitos since the lirsl of Jatmary iH.jK in tluR ptirt of tlje Mostpiito territory hereby 
cetletl to Niearagna sliall not be distnrhed provided the said (Irants shttll not interfere 
with other legal giantH luatle previously to that dale l)y Spaitr by the ('enfral Ameriean 
C’onfeiler.ition or by Niettragtia or with the privih'ges or operationH of tlie Atlantic, Ship 
C'anal Company or Aeee.Hsory TraiiHit Company and shall not indude lerritory de.sired 
by the N'icaragnan t hivt for forts arsenals or other piiljlic buihlings - 

AKTua.i': It 

It is also understood (hat nothing in the (ireceding art ide sliall iirediRle (he.eondnsion 
of such voluntary eonuiaet and arrangement beUveen the state of Nicaragua^ and the 
Mo-squito Imliansby wliii'h the hit ter may lie ileijiiillvely iiieoriioi’ided tind united with 
the state of Nicaragua, it being stipulated that in sneh ease the said Mustpiilo fmlians 
shall enjoy the same rights and he liahle to the same duties as the otlier cit izens of the 
miid stale of Nieuragnu 'riu*. muuiemal and public authority in the lovyn of (irey- 
Town shall be held ami e.sereised by the (iovenunent of Niearagii.i but siiid (duyernment 
ahull lay no dutie.s of tonnage nor any dut ies of impost on goods imported into C»re.yto\vn 
intended for transit across the isthmus or for eonsumiition in any other stale Unm that 
{if Nicaragua e.’veept stieh tonnage duty as may be nece.s.sary for (he pre.servation of the 
Port and Harbour and (lie ereetion ;uid muintenimee of neiresstiry light lumses iind lit:a« 
ams And no duty for this or similar purposes shill 1 exeeetl say la cents per Ion on each 
vensd. 

AR'nci.K in 

Tlu* houinlary betwiH'tt the Republies of Ni<*araguii uiul Co.sta Rica shall begin on 
the .Scnith Hank of the Colorado tu its conllueiice with (he sen at high water mark on 
said river thence filong said .Stinth Hank also ait high water mark to the coidltience of 
the Coloratlo with the river San Juan Ihenee at higli water mark along the South Hunk 
of the .San Imm to its source on lake Nicaragua tlu-ucc at high water mark along the 
South and U'est Shore tif that lake l<i (he point nearest the mouth of the river La Idor 
thence hy a direct lincdritwn fmm that (>oint to (he mouth of (lie said river in the PiicUic 
Occiin It is amlerstood however that Costa Kiea retains (he right in common with 
Nic.uagiia to navigate said rivers iiml lake by siiil vessels, liiirges or vessels tiiwed |mt 
not by Mieain but this right is in no wise? to interfere with the pununoimt right in Nica¬ 
ragua fir her grantees to apiinipriiUe the waters of said riviM'H uiul lake to a siiip canal 
from Oi*ean to Ocean or from the Caribbean Sea to wiiil Itike ■ It is also uiulerstood 
that the Company entitled the Amerieun Atliuitic and I’jicilic Ship Canal Conitiauy sliall 
have the (irivilege of Uieating tm (lie south hank of the St John river four of (he eight 
Htaliumi or sections of laud referrctl to in (he 27'"^ Article of tlie tunctulccl charter of said 
(‘onqiany as ratilied hy the Covernnient of Nii’anigim on the iC‘ Ajiril If 

however tlu* said Cotupany sluiuhl desire to locate more than the said four aectuins 
on the south side of the San Juuri, the (Jovermnents of Nicaragua and Coatu Rica will 
amicably tigrce in reganl to the terms of such location. 

AUTICPK tv 

Neither the Covernment of Nicaragua nor the Government of Costa Rica shall be 
at liberty to erect or sulTer to be erected any wharf wall embankment or othex structure, 
or to do or suffer t«) be done any act or thing whatever in the harbor t)f Greytown in 
any part of the Colorado or San Juan rivers or on the shore of Lake Nicaragua which 
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shall obstruct the free operations of the ship canal or Transit company or luiuler the 
passage of their boats in, along and through the said harbor of (rrcyto\yn . ml rivers 
Colorado or San Juan- And if after a proper survey of the route for i Ship Cana 
between the two oceans it shall be found that it would be preferable for that canal to 
pass in part along the Southern Bank of the river San Juan or the Colorado nver t he 
Government of Costa Rica engages to grant any lands and to afford any fiicihties which 
may be necessary for the construction of the said canal. 


ARTICLE V 

Whereas it is stipulated by the second article of the Convention between (.>rciit Britain 
and the United States of America concluded at Washington on the nineteenth day of 
April 1850 that vessels of the United States or Great Britain traveising the said C iinal 
shall in case of War between the contracting iDarties be cxenipt from blockade dctentnin 
or capture by either of the belligerants and that that (irovision should extend to such a 
distance from the two ends of the said Canal as might thercafter_l)e_found exiicdient (0 
establish— Now for the purpose of establishing such distance within wmicli the vessel.H 
of either of said nations shall be exempt from blockade, detention or capture by either of 
the belligerants, it is hereby declared that it shall extend to all waters within the di.stance 
of twenty five nautical miles from the termination of said Lanai on the Bacilic and on the 
Atlantic coasts— 

ARTICLE VI 

Whereas by the seventh article of the said Convention it was among other things 
stipulated that if any persons or company had already made with any state through 
which the proposed Ship Canal might pass “a contract for the con.struction of such a 
canal as that specified in said Convention to the stipulations of which contract neither 
of the contracting parties in that Convention had any just cause to object and ilie said 
persons or Company had moreover made preparations and cx[)en(lcd time money and 
trouble on the faith of such contract it was thereby agreed that such persons or Com¬ 
pany should have a priority of claim over every otlicr person persons or coinnany to tlui 
protection of the Government of the United States and Great Britain ami should be 
allowed a year from the date of the exchange of ratifications^ of that Corivcnlion for 
concluding their arrangements and presenting evidence of suHicient capital Hul).scrib(*d 
to accomplish the contemplated undertaking it being understood that if at the expira¬ 
tion of the aforsaid period such persons or Company should not be able to cotnmence 
and carry out the proposed enterorise than the Governments of the United Slates and 
Great Britain should be free to afford their protection to any otlicr persons or ('omfiany 
that should be prepared to commence and proceed with the construction of the ('anal in 
question,—^And whereas at the time of the sijjnaturc of the saitl Convention a company 
styled the American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company had with the Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of Nicaragua a contract for constructing a Ship (?anal betwcmi 
the said Oceans but for reasons deemed sufficient by the (mvts of Great Britain and the 
United States have not hitherto been able to comply with the stipulation which gave 
them a claim to the protection of the said Governments. And wheretis no otlicr (mtn- 
pany has claimed such protection on the same conditions it is therefore agreed that the 
further time of one year from the exchange of the ratifications of this Convention 
shall be allowed the said Company to comply with the stipulation aforsaid > 


ARTICLE Vli 

And whereas by another Charter of the n'-'' April 1850 to the American Atlantic ami 
Pacific Ship Canal Company the state of Nicaragua with a view to facilitate tlie con- 
struct ion of that Canal has authorised Jhe said Company to seperate from tlieir contract 
of the 22“ of Sept 1849 the part relating to the navigation ot the waters of Nicaragua 
by steam under the title of the Accessory Transit Company and whereas the saici 
Acc^sory Transit Company has for some time past been in full and successful ofieration 
the Governments of Great Britain and of the United States hercliy engage to exleml 



Greytown and the country north of it as far as the Rama river for the 
consideration of.^ thousand dollars, to be paid by Nica¬ 

ragua to the Mosquito Indians. To this proposition she will no doubt ob¬ 
ject by saying that the Mosquito Indians have no right to the territory 
proposed to be ceded to her and that it is unreasonable to expect her to pay 
for that which is already rightfully her own. Without, however, either 
raising or deciding the question as to her abstract right to the territory in 
question, the fact that she has not been in possession of it since the ist of 
January, 1848, is notorious. Her authority over the territory such as it 
was, was then forcibly expelled and has never been resumed, and whatever 
may have been the rights or the motives of the party who performed this 
act, they must be presumed to have been satisfactory to that party and which 
cannot be expected to stultify itself by voluntarily and without equivalent 
surrendering that which it risked its reputation, and expended blood and 
treasure to obtain. By agreeing to pay the compensation proposed, Nica¬ 
ragua, would by no means be chargeable with inconsistency or dishonor, but 
would only yield to the stronger party, a frequent occourrence [sic] in the 
world's history. On the other hand, the compensation proposed is moderate 
in amount and the time and manner of paying it will be made as accommoda¬ 
ting to her as could reasonably be desired. She will then have full command 
of the port of Greytown on both sides of the river San Juan. She will also 
have the exclusive right to navigate that river by steam. It is true she has 
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undertaken to construct the same or in case of their failure by any other person or 
Company which may be authorised to construct the same and every Grant and privilege 
conferred upon said Accessory Transit Company shall be subject to the paramount right 
and privilege of any other persons or Company to construct maintain and use such 
Canal— Finally these propositions so far as they respect the Governments of Nicara¬ 
gua and Costa Rica are advisory and recommendatory and the immediate attention 
of those Governments to their consideration is earnestly invoked— To insure a 
prompt decision Mr. Wyke Consul General of Her Britannick Majesty clothed with 
full power for that purpose, Mr. Kerr Charg6 d'Affairesof the United States to Nica¬ 
ragua and Mr. R. M. Walsh, appointed Special Agent on the part of the United States 
to the Government of Costa Rica are authorised to communicate the arrangement 
proposed to those Governments respectively and unless the aforsaid Governments of 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica shall promptly and without unneccessary loss of time concur 
in the general Basis of this arrangement and adopt proper measures for carrying it into 
effect then the Governments of Great Britain and the United States will imrnediately 
as between themselves jointly adopt such measures as they shall deem advisable to 
carry into full execution the Convention between those Governments of 19* April 1850 
and to accomplish the design therein contemplated of an inter-oceanic communication 
by Canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans by the way of the river San Juan and 
the lake Nicaragua— 

DAN' WEBSTER 
JOHN F. CRAMPTON 

" In the manuscript volume, the words "a certain consideration therein stipulated” had 




contended for a right to the territory on both lianks of thc' San j uaii and tnir 
proposition cedes the right bank to C'osta Ri('a. 'I'lu' river howevtn' 
obviously the best natural boundary between the two 

is presumed to be the fact, Nicaragua in claiming both liatiks has luam 
actuated by a desire to obtain exclusive ccuitrol of the sliip ('anal, this exjicn-- 
tation would not be thwarted by ceding tlic right bank to ( osla Rica. H 
is probable that the canal, for a great part if not tin? whole length of the t i\'er, 
will be constructed in the bed thereof by means of locks and dams. Sin add 
this prove to be the fact, the po.ssession of tlie right bank by Cost a Kira 
pursuant to our proposition, would neither intc‘rf(‘re with lh(‘ con.strm'titai 
or the operations of the canal or with the control of it: l)y Nicaragua. 

We also propose to cede the District of (liianac'aslc* to ('osta Rica. A« 
this is understood to be in accordance with tlu^ wishes of tin* inliabitanfs nf 
that District, it is not likely that Nicaragua would lind it a desirable pos* 
session, even [if?] it were to be retained by her. Ifesides, oiu' cjf lu‘r supprstni 
motives for persisting in her claim to Guanacaslx^ is tlu‘ fact that it ctnitaiiiH 
the Port of Salinas on the Pacific which has sornetinu's betm spoken of a.n a 
terminus of the Ship Canal. Ina.smuch, howiW(‘r, as th(^ rec(‘nt .survey f>f 
Colonel Childs in the service of the Atlantic and I’acilir Canal (‘oinp.my 
has shown that the port of Brito ^ within the ac'knowh'dged territory of 
Nicaragua is the most eligible terminus for the Canal if in c'laiming (biana* 
caste Nicaragua has to any extent been actuated I)y the .suppo.s(Hl impor¬ 
tance of Salinas^ that motive is unfounded. 

It is not improbable that some persons of infliuMU'c; and autliority in that 
Republic may have been advised that if the Niearagiian governuu'nt sludl 
reject the plan of settlement proposed by us, a change of acbninistraliojt in 
this country will result in a change of policy and that Grey (own will be foj ri « 
bly restored to her, should this become necessary. Allowing that this in 
formation may be correct, it is obvious that even if Nicaragua W(‘re to reg-ufi 
possession of Greytown by this means, her own great objec’t and the princi¬ 
pal object of both Great Britain and thc United Stati‘.s in interesting them 
selves in her affairs—namely, the construction of the ship ('anal, would 
probably be indefinitely postponed and even the transit by Hteamboat.s ov.-r 
her waters from which it is understood she now (mjoy.s hotli dinn't and 
incidental advantages would be put an end (,o. 

It is to be hoped therefore that moderate councils will firevail then* ami 
that the opportunity now afforded her, which will probably lie tlie lu.st one, 
of peaceably settling the complicated questions which have lanm so long 
pending, will not be inconsiderately rejected. It is au'tain that the ship 


pr.u'iu .umuv (u nu' wfU K wiurn in<‘ n'rcin survey is ('aiiuiiiut'ci lo inspire 
(’apitalists. will In* added tlu' nuire ini[)orlant conlideiu'e that (lu'Ir funds 
invested in its <-tinstruetinn will not In* sulijirti'd lo risks arising from the 
causes adverted to. 

It is desirable that the decision of Nicaragua should be prom()t vSo that it 
may be known here in season for a tiuadripartite treaty to be sigru'd here and 
submitted to the I bitted Slates Senate at its firesent se.ssion. In order to 
save time and prevent the necessity of ;i further reference of the suhjeet lo 
that eonnfry, both the legislature .and Ib'csideiit of the Republic should act 
upon the snbjei't and nitify the (ptadriparlitt* treaty whicli Mr. Marcoleta 
may then bt‘ instructed to e.\:ehange. 

I am, Sir, [eltaj. 


1014 

U'illiitni Hunter, Jr., Adin^', Sirrcttiry of Siiitc of the Ujiiled Slates, to John 
lh)zntiin Kerr, United Stotes ('hory/ d'AJfdires in Nicnray,na'- 

No. X i WA.s 111 Nc ria in , May 4, • 

Stu: After the Insliiu'lion to you of thi‘ ultimo''* was signed, the 

propo.sition of Mr. ('ramplon and Mr. VVehstiu’ ■’* was a little changed. The 
only material alteration, howeviT, was that as the iiroposilion originally 
agriH'd upon allowed the ('anal ('omp.any to locate two sections of land on 
the .South Hank (»f tlu* .San Juan, the proposition as .signed mak<\s that num- 
lier four instead of two. This will (‘xplaiu wind otluTWise might liave 
appearetl (o ytiu as a discrepancy l)(*tween the number of sections men- 
tiomnl in the correspoiuU'nce with Mr. Molina, and die number sti[)uluted 
for in the pro[Hi.situni. 

The last despatch reeeive<l from you is not numlHsred, but beare date the 
15th. December, 1851.* 

I am, Sir, [etc.I. 

* bwtructituiw, .Ainetu'.ui SniU's, vol. 15. _ . / , 

Witlitun Hunter, of RIumIp bihuitl, who sinnetl this instruction, waa appointed duet clerk 

tif the Ht'iwrtinrnl of .St.uc, on May 17, At vuriuuH (iiucH, in the aliscncc of the Secre¬ 

tary of State, he served jui AciitiK Secretary. On May H, 1855, he was coimmamoned as 
Awiatant Serreiury of State, with tlie underHtaiiding tnat cm the luipoinlincnt of another 
Amwuuu Secret.iry he Mlumid reaunie the poailion of chief clerk, whicdi lie did, on November 
r, 1H55. till July 37. tHtiti, he wan promoii*d lo vSeeond ABHiBtant .Secretary of State. He 
dieil in oflice, July 3a, iHHti. 

* Above, thi« part, doc. lot.t. 

*.See above, lliia part, note .|, p. iH, 

«Ilelovv, thi« votume, pt. u, doc. 11H6; it probably ahould have been numbered 6, 



William Hunter, Jr., A cling Secretary of State of the United States, to Robert M. 

Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica ^ 

Washington, May 4, 1832. 

Sir: After the instruction to you of the 29th ultimo was signed, a slight 
alteration was made in the proposition signed by Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Crampton,^ giving to the Canal Company the right to locate four instead 
of two sections of land on the Costa Rican side of the river, d’liis will e.xplain 
what otherwise might have appeared as a discrepancy between the number of 
sections mentioned in the correspondence with M- Molina and those men¬ 
tioned in the proposition itself. 

It is not, however, by any means certain that the Canal Company will 
ultimately find it for their interest to locate perhaps more than one section 
on that Bank. If, however, the reverse should prove to be the fact, as Costa 
Rica will have jurisdiction over the whole and as the lands reserved by her 
will be increased in value in direct proportion to those which may be occu¬ 
pied by the Company, she will unquestionably consult her true interest by 
agreeing to the proposition as it stands. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 


1016 

William Hunter, Jr., Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe 
Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States^ 

Washington, May s, 1852. 

Sir: I have the honor to communicate a copy of the proposition to be 
addressed to the governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, resiiectively, for 
the adjustment of their differences in regard to the boundary between those 
Republics, as finally agreed upon and signed by Air. Webster and Mr. 
Crampton.'* You will notice that this proposition, dilTers from the one in 
which you were invited but declined to join, inasmuch as it allows the (!anal 
Company to locate four instead of two only of their eight sections of land on 
the Costa Rican side of the San Juan river. Although your refusal to cofip- 
erate in the recommendation was understood to be based upon the fact that 
your instructions did not warrant you in agreeing to permit the Company to 
locate any of their lands on the South side of the river without a specific 
equivalent therefor to Costa Rica, it is hoped that your government, on 
maturely weighing all the circumstances of the case, will ultimately agree 
to allow even the four sections adverted to to be located there. 

> Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

2 TT/^r* A nr\ 


In llu‘ (irst plac<‘, it, may he cnusukn'e.d tiueslinnahle whether the C'ompany 
will deem it to comport with th(‘ir inlereHt to locat(^ i)t!rhai)S more than one 
section on tlie rijjjlit hank of th(‘ San Juan. In the next plac.(‘, (wen if tliey 
wer(' to locate four st'ctioms there, tlu‘ lands tliemselve.s and (he pcM'.sons occu¬ 
pying: living on them, would lu^ subject to tin* laws of Closta Rica. It i.s 

notorious, however, that tlu^ lands have not now any appreciable value. 
Their future vaUu' will be in dirt'ct proportion to the amount of capital and 
skill which may be a{)i)lied to th(‘ developement of tlu'ir re.sources. If, there¬ 
fore, tiu' (’ompany should apf)Iy ca{)i(al and skill to the cultivation of the 
.sections allotted to tlumi, thi.s, besides rai.siiig th(‘ value of the lands re.served 
by (’osta Ric'a, will give her an imj)ortaut source of direct rt'venue. and other 
incidental advautag('.s. Thesti and other obvious coiisideration.s are com¬ 
mended to your candid consid(s'atiori and to that: of your government. 

I avail my.self of this occasion [etc.J. 


1017 

William IlunU'i', Jr., A(:ti>i,i* Sirniary of Alak of llio Umled Slates, to John 
Hozmnn Kerr, Ihiilcd Slates ( harg^ d'Ajfalres in Nicaragua^ 

No. 13 VVasiiincton, May 13, 1832. 

Sir: .Since the last (U'spatc'h to you on tlu' .subject,^ it ha.s occurred to Mr. 
C'rampton and my.self (hat if the following two slight modilications of the 
proposition to Nicaragua and ('osta Rica* .shall be made, its chance.s of 
ultimate suecs'ss will be nuu'h iucreas(*d. 

Towards the close of Article i. after the words ' in that ])art of the Mosquito 
territory hen'by ceded to Nicaragua' iu.s(‘rt tlu^ following: ‘which grants 
shall have beiMi attended with n'sideius'on orposse.s.slonof the lauds granted.' 
After the words 'interfeis' with'- strike out the words 'other legal grants 
made previously to that <lat(' by Spain, by the C'entral American (Confedera¬ 
tion or by Nicaragua.' 

To Article III. add the following: ‘But it m understood that nothing in 
this Article contained .shall prt'vent the R(‘[)ublic of ('o.sta Rica from re¬ 
suming its rIglilH to navigate the said rivens and lake by steam vessels, 
when the ('hurters of the Atlantic and Pacilic Ship (’anal (Company or 
Accessory Transit ('ompany hIuiU either have e.xpired by their own limitation 
or shall have been legally forfeited.' 

You will accordingly propose these modilications to the Nicaraguan 
government.'* 
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William Hunter, Jr., Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to 
Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, May ig, i 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note 
8th. instant.^ 

If, as you remark, Costa Rica, should entertain insurmountable obj( 
to a surrender in perpetuity of the privilege of navigating the CoIora( 
San Juan rivers and Lake Nicaragua by steam vessels, it is presume 
she could not reasonably object to enter into a stipulation promising 
render of the same until the Charters of the Atlantic and Pacific Ship 
Company and of the Accessory Transit Company shall either have e 
by their own limitation or shall have been legally forfeited. As the pr 
purpose of the United States and Great Britain in proposing to g 
Nicaragua the exclusive right to steam navigation on that Lake and 
rivers was to protect franchises acquired in good faith from Nicara 
that purpose could be accomplished, no good reason is perceived wh 
right should not be limited to the duration of the franchises referred 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1019 

Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe h 
Guatemalan Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, August lo, i 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of tl 
instant,^ accompanied by a copy and translation of the certificate of ex( 
of the ratifications of the Treaty between the United States and Guat' 
The original of the same instrument accompanied by the ratification 
Guatamalian government, had previously been received from Mr. Kei 
as the Senate, by its Resolution of the yth. of June last, a copy of w! 
herewith transmitted ® authorized the ratifications to be exchanged i 
time prior to the first of November next, the Treaty has been publishi 
proclaimed as obligatory on this government and on citizens of the 1 
States. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1020 


Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Me 
Costa Rican Mmister to the United States ^ 

Washington, August 12, 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
instant ^ accompanied by a sealed communication to this Department i 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, 

In reply, I have the honor to inform you, that your government may 
upon any friendly influence which it may be in the power of this governn 
to exert, for the purpose of making the proposed Convention with Nicars 
and Costa Rica acceptable to the latter, 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1021 

Charles M. Conrad, Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to Balls 
Edney, appointed United States Charge d’Affaires in Guatemala ® 

[extracts] 

No. I Washington, September 18, 185, 

Sir: You have received your Commission as Charg6 d’Affaires of 
United States to Guatemala.'* . . . 

The relations between the United States and Guatemala are of the n 
friendly and harmonious character. It will be your principal duty to att 
to the faithful execution by the authorities of that Republic, of the Tre 
of Commerce between the two governments which has recently gone: 
operation, copies of which you will herewith receive. Guatemala is uik 
stood to be the most populous and opulent of the five Central Ameri 
States. Within the last few years, however, she has suffered much f; 
civil wars, and has recently been engaged in a conflict with her neighbor. 
Republic of San Salvador. At present, it is believed that she is at p( 
both at home and abroad. It is very desirable that the Central Ameri 
States should again form a Confederation adequate at least to the mam 
' Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

* Below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1219. The accompanying communication was not fo 
^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

Balls M. Edney, of North Carolina, was commissioned charg6 d’affaires in Guatei 
on August 30, 1852, but did not proceed to his post. His commission was revoke( 
February 16, 1853. 


merit of their relations with foreign powers by some con 
You will accordingly express this opinion upon every suital 
endeavor to accomplish the object by all proper means. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Charles M. Conrad, Acting Secretary of State of the United / 
Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United Si 

WAsrnNOTON, Oci 

Sir: Your note of the i6 instant - has been received. 

The President directs me to say in reply tliat at tlie so 
Republic of Nicaragua this government was induced to in 
offices in order to bring about, if possible a .settlement of t 
territorial difficulties between Great Britain and the so ( 
nation and herself. It succeeded in obtaining tlie assent ( 
to an arrangement ® which although it did not award to N 
territory she claimed awarded to lier mucli more than Cir 
ever before consented to admit to belong to her. 

This arrangement however whether advantageous or nt 
was only recommended to her leaving it to her discretion to a 

But not satisfied with rejecting it (wliich tliey had a perl 
the Legislative Assembly of Nicaragua saw fit "solemnly to 
all foreign interference in the affairs of their Govern men 
censure as unjust as it was unexpected emanated from a 
nation this government would, from a proper semse of wha 
own dignity have declined any further connexion with the s 
it is unwilling that the important interests involvtid in t 
should be compromitted by what it is inclined to consider i 
resolve of the Government of Nicjiragua I am directed t 
propositions emanating from that Government will be recei'\ 
fully considered. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. » Below, this volume, pt 

“ Above, this part, note 4, p. 18. “ See above, pt. ii, note 
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Edward Everett, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jolm Boznian 
U7iiied States ChargS d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

No. 18 Washington, December jo , iS 

Sir: Your despatch 13 of the 27th. of October ^ was received yeste 
containing a copy of the letter of Mr. Castellon of the 25th. of ()ct( 
in which he declines, on behalf of his government, to appoint anotlior IV 
ter to this country in the place of Mr. Marcoleta, in accordance witl 
wishes of the President, as expressed in the despatch of my prcdecest 
the I®.*' of September.^ The President is greatly surprized at this refu! 
the Nicaraguan government to comply with his request. 

In alluding to the personal courtesies extended by the President tc 
Marcoleta as a reason for his continuing to exercise his functions 
Nicaraguan envoy, in opposition to the express wishes of the Pres 
officially made known, Mr. Castellon adopts a line of argument of a 
tremely objectionable—not to say—offensive character. 

Equally inadmissible is the suggestion, that the request for the app 
ment of another Minister in the place of Mr. Marcoleta, cannot be com 
with, unless the reasons upon which it was founded are previously set 
by this government, to be submitted to the Nicaraguan chamber, 
discussion which would result from such a course could not but be of the 
disagreeable and unprofitable character; besides that the President < 
not permit any condition of this kind to be attached to the complian 
the Nicaraguan government with a request sanctioned by the most far 
principles of the public Law and the usage of civilized States. 

It is of course impossible that the public business of a legation cc 
transacted to advantage with a foreign minister who is for any causi 
acceptable to the government to which he is accredited; and that cir 
stance is mentioned by the most approved authorities on the public 1.; 
an adequate reason for requesting such Minister’s recall. 

The President does not doubt the right of the Nicaraguan goverumc 
refuse compliance with his request;—but he will regard such ref us 
persisted in, as equivalent to the expression of a wish that diplomatic i 
course between the two governments should cease. 

You will accordingly read this despatch to Mr. Castellon and furnisl 
with a copy of it. He will understand it as a renewal of the requevSt fc 
appointment of another person as tide representative of the Nicaraguan 

> Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 


crnincnt in tli6 plncG of IVIr. Ma-rcolctn, who hns been nlrccidy infoinit.cI 
that he can be no longer recognized by the President in that cai)acity. 

You will also make known to the Nicaraguan Minister, that the President 
cannot consent to renew the discussions with his government on the subject 
of interoceanic communication by the Nicaragua route, without a satisfac¬ 
tory explanation of the grounds, on which the government of Nicaragua 
peremptorily rejected the propositions which, in conjunction with ller 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister, the government of the United State's agreed 
upon,2 for the purpose of removing the obstacles which had existed. 

I am, Sir, with great respect [etc.]. 


1024 

Edward Everett, Secretary of State of the United States, to Josk de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, December jo, 1852. 

Sir: You are probably aware that some months ago Mr. Kerr, United 
States Charge d’Affaires to the government of Nicaragua, was instructed 
to request that you might be recalled, and that some other person might be 
appointed as the representative of Nicaragua near this government. A 
despatch was yesterday received from Mr. Kerr,‘' transmitting a cofiy of a 
letter to him from Mr. Castellon, Minister of I'oreign Affairs,® in which he 
declines, on the part of the Nicaraguan government, to com[)ly with the 
President’s request, and expresses a wish that the reasons on which it was 
founded should be set forth, in order to their being submitted to tlut Nica¬ 
raguan Chamber. 

It cannot be necessary to say, that this course would be followed by dis¬ 
cussions of the most disagreeable and unprofitable character; besides that 
the President cannot consent that any condition whatever should be at¬ 
tached to the compliance of the Nicaraguan government with a request, 
warranted by the most familiar principles of the Public Law and the practice 
of civilized States. He has therefore directed M Kerrto renew the rciiuest 
for your recall and the appointment of another Minister and in the mean¬ 
time I am instructed to inform you, that no communication can hereafter 
be received from you as the Nicaraguan envoy. 

^See note to him of this same date, December 30, 1852, below, this part, (loc. 1024. 

2 AKmrP oof'f -nrvfia r\ tC o a a ..v ma! . j.K XT! ......a.« 
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fuhcatd I^'.verclt, Secretary of Slate of the United States, to John Bazman Kerr, 
United Slates Charge, d'Affaires in NicaragnaJ 

N‘(>. iw VVAsrriNtiTON, January s, 

Siu: AltluiUKh tin* rii»ht of l,lu‘ Ni('anijj;u;ui j^'ovcniment to rcquent the 
RMsonsof this gttvvniuu’iit for wishing; tlio r(‘(’all of Mr. Marcoleta cannot be 
acknowUHlKoii, and altliouKh it would not lx* <‘xiK‘tIient in any event to make 
(iKiHc reasons known to that govenmu'nt, it is (l(^etne^l advisable that you 
should be infornietl of (hem, and (hat (hey should l)e. placed on record in 
(he Uepartmeut. 

On tiu' ,ul. of Si'ptiMuber, iH..]!), a 'rreaty between the United States and 
NicaraKiia was signed at I-eon, tlu* 35(h. artiek' of wlueh related to the con- 
strut'tiun of a ship t'atjal (hrouKh the (errilorkis of that Rei)ul)lic. This 
treaty was eonimunieated (o (he Senate by 1 ’nssickmt'I'aylor with a Message 
of (he udh. of March, 1H50. On the iq(h of /\i)ril next ensuing the Treaty 
betwiru the Uuit^sl States and Oreat Britain upon the subject of the sliip 
t ‘.inal was signeil in this t 'ity. At (his lime, the Treaty between the United 
States aind .\‘icaragua, above reh'rred to, had not bt;en disposed of by the 
Senate, and as some of the stipulations of the (rt‘aty with (Iretil Britain were 
in contlict with it, it was deenn‘d advisabk^ that negotiations should be 
enitered uptui with Nu'aragua for the purpose of harmoni/-ing the two instru¬ 
ments. Accortlingly, on the i7(h. of June, 1H50, Mr. C'laytou addressed a 
letter tt) the nir<'etor of Nicaragua,'■* nuiuesting dial Mr. C'arcaehe then the 
Charge d'AUaires of Nicaragua at Washington, or some other i)er.son, might 
be emiiowered and instriniixl for (he purpos(u TIu; recaapt of thi.s note was 
ackmnvletlged by tin* Minister for b'ereign Affairs of Nicaragua in a letter 
of tile r;th. of Sept(‘mber,‘' (‘xpressing conlidence in the just and benevolent 
intentitjns of tins government towards that Republic, but taking no notice 
whatiwer t)f the speciiic recjuest eontainetl in Mr. t'layion's letter. 

In a communication to tlie Department of (he 3d. of October, 1850,^ 
however, the s;nne functionary announced th(‘ aj>pointment of Mr. Marco- 
letu as iMinister I’leiilpotcJitiary of Nicaragua to the United States. At that 
time, Mr. Marcoleta was at Loudon, accredited in the same capacity to tlie 
British (h)v<‘rnment. As he had not reached Washington by tlie. 20th. of 

‘ In^triH-dtJtw, Aincricun Statw, vol. 15. * See above, vol. m, pt. i, doc, 759. 
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for Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua of the fact, mentioned that he had reason 
to believe that Mr. Marcoleta would not accept the appointment, and re¬ 
quested that another person might be appointed in his place, Mr. Mar¬ 
coleta, however, did accept the appointment and was received by the Presi¬ 
dent on the 22".*^ of February, 1851. 

A conference took place between him and Mr. Webster in June, 1851. 
At this. Sir Henry L. Biilwer, tier Britannick Majesty’s Minister, and Mr. 
Molina, the Minister of Costa Rica, were also present. The latter gentle¬ 
man was invited to take part in it with a view to the adjustment of the 
disputes between Costa Rica and Nicaragua in regard to the boundary be¬ 
tween those Republics, inasmuch as it was the obvious duty of both the 
United States and Great Britain to conclude no definitive arrangement either 
between themselves or jointly with Nicaragua, without giving a patient and 
impartial hearing to the claims of Costa Rica. Indeed the treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain of the 19th of April, 1850, imposed this 
as an obligation on this government, for its si.xth article declares that “the 
contracting parties agree that each shall enter into treaty stipulations with 
such of the Central American States as they may deem adviwsable for the 
purpose of more effectually carrying out the great design of this convention, 
namely, that of constructing and maintaining the said canal, as a ship 
communication between the two oceans, for the benefit of mankind, on 
equal terms to all, and of protecting the same; and they also agree that the 
good offices of either shall be employed, when requested by the other in 
aiding and assisting the negotiation of such treaty stipulations; and should 
any difficulties arise as to right or property over the territory through which 
the said canal shall pass, between the States or governments of C’entral 
America, and such differences should in any way imi)edc or obstruct the 
execution of said canal, the governments of the United States and Great 
Britain will use their good offices to settle such differences in the manner best 
suited to promote the interests of the said canal and to strengthen the bondvS 
of friendship and alliance which exist between the contracting parties. 

It is understood that Mr. Webster, Mr. Molina and Sir Henry L. Bulwer 
agreed upon a basis of settlement, to which Mr. Marcoleta refused to accede, 
on the ground that his instructions would not warrant him in so doing. 
Meanwhile, you had been commissioned as Chargfi d’Affaires of the United 
States to Nicaragua. Your instructions, which bear date the 6th. of June, 
1851,2 adverted to the controversy between Nicaragua and Costa Rica 
respecting their boundary, and directed you to suggest to the Nicaraguan 
government that it would be advisable for them to empower their Minister 
here to adjust that controversy, and to state that if adjusted under the 



oifinty, St) far as respinUed fort'ign ndalions, in a confederacy with the States 
of San Salvador and Jlondnras. Many months elapsed before you were 
readved by tlu' Nieara};'uan p;‘ovt‘rnment, and your reception did not take 
place until aftt‘r Nicaragua had resumed lier st^parate independence. The 
condition of alTairs in Nicaragua must cxTtainly have been well known to 
Mr, Marcoleta. Nolwithstandinj^ this, however, under date the 30th. of 
October, 1851,^ he addressed a note to Mr. W(d)ster from New York, stating 
his opinions as to the basis oil which the: diffcrenct^s l)etweca Oosta Rica and 
Nicaragua might I)e adjusted, and offering to come to Washington in 
company with Mr. Molina for tliat purpose. To this Mr. Webster answered 
undcT date tlie nth. of November, 1851," that the state of affairs in Central 
America and e.specially in Nicaragua, had for .scweral months Ijcforc become, 
and, so far as llie l)ei)artment was aware, still remained such, that it was 
e.xtrenudy doubtful whetln'r any goo<l or lasting results could be e.xpectcd 
from the negoLiation.s proposed by Mr. Marcoleta. That in consequence of 
the new confechTacy which had been formed in ('.entral America, any step 
which Mr. Marcoleta might lake as tlu^ diplomat ien'pre.sentative of Nicaragua 
only, would neitlier be I)inding upon her nor reHi)i‘c.tful to her confederates, 
so long as she ucknowledgi'tl tine validity of the compact which united them. 

It is [)ri‘sumed that the .same eonsideration.s of expediemey and self rc.spect 
which induced the Depiirtna'iit to decline Mr. Mareoleta's proposition of 
the 30lh. of Octol)er, 1851,'' led it to withhold from him an invitation to 
join in the negotiations which r(‘.sulted in th(‘ (n-oposition to ('osta Rica and 
Nicaragua .signed liy Mr. Webster and Mr. (irami)ton on tlie 30th. of April, 
last.** Wlien tliose negotiations 1 )egau no information had reached the 
Departnu'ut that Mr. Kt'rr had Ix'en ix'cc'Ived, that Nicaragua had resumed 
her separate sovereignty us it rcgarcUjd her foreign relations or that Mr. 
Marcoleta hatl received any new instructions. The President, however, 
still cherished [jersonal good will for Mr. Marcoleta and a wish to allow him 
to take his proper share in any negotiations in which Nicaragua might be 
concerned whenever this could witli propriety be done. Although he did 
not deem it advisable that a formal communication of the propositions to 
Nicaragua and C'osta Rica should be made to him, he cheerfully gave orders 
that he should be allowed to read them. The paper containing them was 
accordingly, as I am informed, handed to him by the Cdiief Clerk of the 
Department, who suggested that he had better take his scat in the ante room 

‘ Below, thie volume, pt. n, doc. 1181. * Above, this part, doc. 1006, 

* See below, this volume, pt. u, doc. 1181, * See above, tins part, note 4, p. x8. 



in order that he might be free from those interruptions which are necevssanly 
frequent in the room occupied by the Chief Clerk. The (diief C'lerk reji- 
resents that he kept the paper much longer than was necessary to rcnicl it 
only; indeed, that so much time elapsed lietween the period when it was 
handed to him and when he returned it, that the C'hief CHerk, pressed witli 
other business, had forgotten that Mr. Marcoleta was in the Department. 

On the 25th. of June last, the Senate adoiited a Resolution in Secret 
Session requesting a copy of the propositions. I'rom the terms of the 
Resolution it was apparent that its framer must have had a copy bcdore 
him. The President answered the Resolution in a Message of the 26th. of 
June, stating that the information asked for would in due time be c'om- 
municated to the Senate but intimating that its communication then would 
not comport with the public interests. 

About the i of July a synopsis or copy of these iiropositions was published 
in the New York Courier and Inquirer over the signature of its Washing'ton 
correspondent, who was known to be personally intimate with Mr. Marc(>leta. 
The President was naturally and justly indignant and distre.ssed at this un¬ 
authorized publication, and at once directed that the most smirching in<iuiry 
should be made for the purpose of ascertaining how it took iilace. To this 
end, a Circular note was addressed by Mr. Webster to Mr. Crampton, Mr. 
Molina, and Mr. Marcoleta,^ asking them if they had had any agency in the 
publication. This they each of them deni(id. Mr. Marcoleta, howtwer, 
did not deny that he had not only read the profiositions, leav(‘ for which had 
been granted by the President, but admitted also that he had taken a cx)py 
of the first five articles, but this he was not authorized to do. lie was n*- 
quired by Mr. Webster to surrender the copy, which he did, and which is in 
his own hand writing, and is now on file in the Department. 

In none of its proceedings has this government been actuated by any wish 
to dictate to Nicaragua or to take any stei) contrary to her interests and it 
has never volunteered its advice or aid in her behalf. 

As early as November, 1847, the Nicaraguan government asked the inter¬ 
position of that of the United States “ for the purpose of preventing the .sei¬ 
zure by the British of the territory claimed by Nicaragua on the Carribean 
Sea, and particularly the Port of San Juan. The good ollice.s of this gov¬ 
ernment in behalf of Nicaragua were again requested after that Port had 
been seized by the British in January, 1848,-'' and upon several subseciuent 
occasions, particularly by Mr. Carcache, the Charge d’AlTaires of that Rtj- 
public here, in his note to Mr. Clayton of the 7th. of May, 1850,^ and in 
Mr. Marcoleta’s note to Mr. Webster of the 7th. of May, 1851.8 
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Since the conclusion of the ship Canal Convention between the United 
States and Great Britain there however has been no foundation for that pre¬ 
tension, If on this point Mr. Marcoleta had consulted the Executive author¬ 
ity to which he was accredited he might long ago have undeceived his gov¬ 
ernment and might have been furnished with instructions which would have 
enabled him to unite in an accommodation acceptable to all parties. There 
is reason to believe, however, that he has not only listened to other counsels 
but has made use of his position and influence for the purpose of thwarting 
the views of the President of defeating the construction of the Canal, and the 
operations of the Transit Company. His hostility to the latter since the 
instruction to you ^ asking for his recall has been a matter of public notoriety. 
The President has the success of both those enterprizes much at heart. His 
proceedings have been actuated by a conviction that to this end peace, 
harmony and a spirit of mutual accommodation were essential. But al¬ 
though he does not wish either of them to prosper at the expense of the 
interests or the just rights of Nicaragua, he can no longer consent to recog¬ 
nize their avowed enemy as the diplomatic representative of that Republic. 

It may be proper to add, that Mr. Marcoleta’s efforts to defeat the nego¬ 
tiation which was in progress were rendered doubly offensive by the ostenta¬ 
tious manner in which they were made. It was impossible for any person, 
living in the society of Washington, to remain ignorant of the boasts which 
he made of his influence with Senators, and of his menaces to use it. The 
executive might have been destitute of every feeling of self respect, if it had 
continued to place confidence in a minister, who was daily threatening that 
he would baffle their measures in the Senate. 

These were a portion of the causes which led Mr. Webster, by express 
direction of the President and in the mildest terms in which it could be done, 
to express the wish that some person should be accredited to this govern¬ 
ment, in the place of Mr. Marcoleta. Had he not been the representative of 
a feeble power a more summary course would have been pursued. Such a 
request can never be refused between governments that desire to preserve 
amicable relations with each other; for a Minister whose recall has been 
asked loses, by that fact alone, all capacity for usefulness. If previously 
unacceptable, he must become doubly so, by being retained in office, in 
opposition to a distinct wish expressed for his recall. 

It cannot be necessary to reply to the suggestion, that the causes ought to 
be stated, for which his recall was asked, with a view to their being submitted 

^The one of September i, 1852, not included in this publication. See above, this part, 
note 4, p, 29. 


be seriously entertained.—It is true they might often be staled without in¬ 
convenience; it is equally true that such statement might be attended with 
disagreeable consequences. The discussions to which it would li'ud must 1 )(‘ 
necessarily inconclusive, painful, and unavailing. It was a.s nuu'h from (’on» 
siderateness toward Mr. Marcoleta as from self respect tliai Mr. Wh'bsU'r 
forbore to state them. The most approved authorities on th(‘ public' law 
mention as adequate causes of the dismissal of a Ministc'r, that he is I'vc'n 
suspected of misconduct or otherwise disagreeable. I'hese of course* stand 
in no need of statement or discussion. The gravity of the; step is a sulhcient 
safeguard against its being rashly taken. 

It is a possible case that the objections to a minister may be in whole or 
in part of a personal character and wholly disconnected with politie.s. 'Fhey 
may involve the feelings and the confidence of third parties. I'hey may be 
of a nature not to be divulged without public and private sc'andal. t'an it lie 
thought for a momenttliat an obnoxious minister must; be rc'tainecl, unless the 
government which desires his recall will make itself the; agc*nt of disclosures, 
which are never uttered but in the most secret whispers of personal c'onlidc'uce? 

There were peculiar reasons why the PresidcMit’s n'ciuesl should in tins 
case be promptly complied with. Mr. MarcoI(;ta lias lU'v^'er been in Nica¬ 
ragua; he is not personally known there. He has lived more tlian two yc*ars in 
the United States. That personal acquaintance which affords thi; only 
sure means of judging of fitness for high office is, with respect to Mr. Marco¬ 
leta, wholly wanting to the Nicaraguan government. d']i(‘ President and 
Mr. Webster in asking his recall proceeded on much heller means of infor¬ 
mation, than the Director of Nicaragua in refusing it. 

You will therefore, in respectful terms, renew tlie reiiucst tliat anotlier 
minister should be sent in Mr. Marcoleta's place. Without stating the rea¬ 
sons why his recall is asked, you may explain why such stalmnent cannot 
with propriety be made, and point out the insuperable oliji'ctions to {‘UgaKdng 
in a controversy between the two governments on tlie ciualilicalions of a 
minister. This you will do in conciliatory language. Should tlie reciuc'st 
not be complied with in ten days, you will ask for your own passports, and 
embrace the first opportunity of returning to the United States. 

It is possible that the Nicaraguan government, under the inlluence of the 
unwise counsels by which it seems guided, may persist in its refusal to com¬ 
ply with the President’s request, and accompany its refusal, by way of re¬ 
taliation, with a demand for your recall. In that case you will take care to 
let Mr. Castellon understand, that the wish of his government to suspend 
all diplomatic intercourse with the United States, has been anticifKited by 
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demand your passports, you are at liberty to do so. 
I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Edward Everett, Seaetary of State of tjie United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, January ii, 1853. 

Mr. Everett presents his compliments to Mr. Molina, and has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of his note of the 8th. instant ® with the accom¬ 
panying pamphlets on the subject of the limits between Costa Rica and New 
Granada, and in compliance with Mr. Molina’s request will lay them before 
the President, in connection with the subject to which they relate. 
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Edward Everett, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, February 23, 1853. 

Sir: Your communication of the iith. of November ® was duly received, 
and having been communicated to the President, I am directed by him to 
return you the following reply. 

The President has viewed with great satisfaction the wise and conciliatory 
course pursued by Costa Rica, in reference to the terms of settlement pro¬ 
posed to her by Great Britain and the United States, in the articles agreed 
upon between this Department and the British Minister, on the 30th. of 
April, 1852.® In accepting, for the sake of peace and a final settlement of a 
harassing controversy, terms of agreement less favorable to her than she 
deemed herself entitled to demand, Costa Rica exhibited a praise-worthy 
example of that conduct, by which alone harmony can be preserved and war 
averted between contending equals. 

In proportion to the satisfaction, with which the conduct of Costa Rica 
was viewed by the President, was his regret at the opposite course pursued by 
Nicaragua. The President, however, is unwilling to abandon the hope that 
she will yet feel it to be her true policy, to meet the other governments inter¬ 
ested in measures of compromise. 

> Above, this part, doc. 1023. a Notes to Central America, vol, r. 
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You are well aware of the causes which have prevented, durinjjf tlie i)r(\s- 
ent season, any attempts to induce Nicaragua to reconsider lu'r refusal to 
accept the propositions of last April. The Ih-esidtni 1: n^jrards t he suRRcst ions 
made in your letter as to a proper course of proceedini;s in r(‘l(.‘r(‘n('(‘ to C .osta 
Rica, as entitled to great respect. It is not ini[)()ssil)le that it may Iktouk* 
expedient hereafter to treat with her separately: but tlu‘ President has not 
felt that the time had yet arrived,—and he has hopi^d it may iu'vhm- arrivt', 
when this course will be unavoidable. 

Recent communications from the government of Ih'r Britannic; Maj(*sly 
having varied to some extent the state of the {‘xisting controversies in that 
region, the President has thought the moment favorabk' for a lU'w effoil to 
bring about an amicable settlement of all existing questions, thro' the chan¬ 
nel of friendly negotiation. Under this im[)re.ssion, lu; has rec'ommendc'd to 
Congress to make an appropriation for an hhivoy h.xtraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, to be accredited to all llu' .Stale's of ( entral 
America, and to reside, alternately, at their various se'ats of Covernnu'nt, as 
he shall deem expedient. The Idouse of Representat ivc's has view('d the pro¬ 
posal with favor, and it is expected also that it will bt' .sanctioned by the 
Senate. Should this take place, the succeeding administration of the (Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States will be enabled to put tlu'ir diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with the States of Central America on a betU'r footing than at any 
former period. 

The President is confident that Costa Rica will rt'gard this n'commi'nda- 
tion as a proof of the sincere friendship entertainc'd by tlu' Pn'sicU'nt for ;dl 
those States, and as far as she is concerned, will continu(‘ to cotiperate 
efficiently, as she has done heretofore, in a policy of gc'ueral conc'iliation and 
compromise. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of Stale of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States * 

Washington, March i$, 18^3. 

The Undersigned, has the honor to acknowU'dge the r(‘ceii)tof Mr. Molina’s 
note of the loth: instant,^ together with the pami)hlet.s ndating to the cpies- 
tions of boundaries between Costa Rica and New-Cranada, tlu'H'with, 



which the United States must feel a deep and abiding interest, and assurCuS 
His Excellency, the Minister of Costa Rica, that he will embrace the earliest 
practicable opportunity of carefully examining the subject discussed in the 
pamphlets received and of communicating the wishes of the government of 
Costa Rica as expressed in Mr, Molina’s note to the President of the United 
States. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1029 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Solon Borland, 
United States Minister to Nicaragua ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 2 Washington, April zy, 

Sir: You have received your Commission as Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to Central America. Here¬ 
with are communicated to you the following documents, which will be 
necessary or useful in the discharge of the duties of your Mission.^ 

1. A sealed letter accrediting you to the President of the Republic of 
Costa Rica, and an open copy of the same. 

2. A similar letter (and copy) to the President of the Republic of Guate¬ 
mala. 

3. A similar letter (and copy) to the President of the Republic of Honduras. 

4. A similar letter (and copy) to the President of the Republic of Nica¬ 
ragua. 

5. A similar letter (and copy) to the President of the Republic of San 
Salvador. . , .® 

Should you deem it expedient to change the place of your official resi¬ 
dence from one capital to another, you will be allowed the travelling expenses 
of yourself and the Secretary of Legation. These, however, will not include 
the expenses incident to your residence at the seat of government of any one 
of the States. Of the travelling expenses referred to, you will of course 
keep accurate accounts, which must be supported by proper vouchers, 
where they can be obtained. 

I am. Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

Solon Borland, of Arkansas, was commissioned as envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary to the Republics of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Sal¬ 
vador, on April 18,1853, but he presented his credentials only to the Republic of Nicaragua. 
He left Nicaragua on April 17, 1854, and resigned on June 30, 1854, 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Solon Borland, 
United States Minister to Nicaragua •• 

No. 3 Washington, June 17 , 1S53 . 

Sir: The mission to which you are appointed, may l)e considered of pecul¬ 
iar importance under existing circumstances. Our rehitiouH with C'entral 
America have become much more interesting since the acquisition of Cali¬ 
fornia by the United States, and it is desirable to us Init more so to the sev¬ 
eral Republics of that Country, that these relations should be of the most 
amicable character. 

Your acquaintance with the embarrassing questions which have arisen 
between the United States and Great Britain in regard to Central America, 
will supersede the necessity of presenting in detail or discussing them in this 
communication. 

It was generally believed that much was done towards their adjustment 
by the Convention between the United States and (ireat Britain, of the lyth. 
of April 1850, but there is now good I'eason to apprehend that this Treaty, 
instead of removing difficulties, has increased them. Very different con¬ 
structions have been given to it. I cannot in any way so clearly put you in 
possession of the views which the liritish Government take of this treaty, 
as by sending with this despatch a copy of the opinion obtained onicially by 
that Government from the Queen’s Advocate and a copy of a desjiatch from 
Lord Clarendon, Her Britannick Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs to Mr. Crampton, Her Minister here,” and by him read to 
me at the request of his Government. From these documents it appears to 
be quite evident that the British Government, notwithstanding this 'Freaty, 
claim the same right to intermeddle in the affairs of (Central America that 
they had before it was concluded, and continue to manifest an equally for¬ 
ward disposition to do so. Yielding to the construction given to it by the 
British Government, very few of the objects which constituted our induce¬ 
ment to enter into that compact, have been obtained. 

There is some diversity of opinion here as to the true construction of that 
treaty, and I am not now prepared to give you, with much explicitness, the 
views of the President in this matter. It is not improbable that some dis¬ 
cussions will take place between the parties to this instrument, from which 
may result an agreement as to its true meaning. The British government 
deny that it has yielded any thing by that Treaty in regard to its protectorate 
of the Mosquito Indians. It however professes a willingness, as I under- 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

*This document is dated April x.'i, and will be found in a footnote to Cramoton's 



tribe, having only possessory rights to the country they occupy and not the 
sovereignty of it, they can not fairly be required to yield up their actual 
possessions without some compensation. Might not this most troublesome 
element in this Central American question be removed by Nicaragua in a 
way just in itself and entirely compatible with her national honor? Let her 
arrange this matter as we arrange those of the same character with the Indian 
Tribes inhabiting portions of our own territory. I think it would be proper 
for you to urge upon Nicaragua this view of the subject. An inconsiderable 
annuity secured to the Mosquitos for their right of occupancy to the country 
in their possession given up to Nicaragua, would, I believe, cause the British 
Government to abandon their protectorate over them; assurance of this 
is given to the United States. Such a course would not, in my opinion, be 
an acknowledgement directly or by implication of the rightful interference 
by the Government of Great Britain in the Mosquito question. 

It must be very desirable for the State of Nicaragua to be disembarrassed 
from this British protectorate, and any suggestions or advice you may be 
able to give in this matter cannot but be kindly received. You should en¬ 
deavor to satisfy Nicaragua, if she has any doubts on the subject, that the 
United States has always concurred in her views in regard to the British 
protectorate of these Indians, and resisted the pretensions of Great Britain 
in that matter. 

Wishing to adjust the difficulties arising from this Mosquito protectorate, 
and the dispute between Nicaragua and Costa Rica in regard to boundaries, 
Mr. Webster on the part of the United States and Mr. Crampton on that of 
Great Britain in April, 1852,^ agreed upon certain propositions, to be sub¬ 
mitted to these two States. They were accepted by Costa Rica, but re¬ 
jected by Nicaragua. If Nicaragua could be induced to accept these 
propositions, or others of somewhat similar import, a considerable advance 
would be made, not only towards adjusting the Central American question, 
but towards establishing peaceful and friendly relations between these two 
neighboring States. 

There is a still further view of the pernicious consequences resulting from 
these boundary disputes and the continuance of them. Important districts 
of the territories in dispute are left open to foreign intrusion. No visible acts 
of jurisdiction being exerted over them, those who enter as trespassers, after 
remaining undisturbed for some time, claim title under some pretence or 
another. This has been the case in regard to the Mosquito coast. There 
^ Dated April 30, 1852, above, this part, note 4, p. 18. 



these Indians—and now it extends many hundred mil<*H along' (h(‘ ('oas<, and 
to islands to which no pretension was made until within a few y<>ar.s past. 
This claim is sustained by British authority, and thecxnmtry ('overed by it is 
in fact a British possession. The MovSquito King is a mere (‘fligy, and the 
protectorate, a piece of political machinery used UKirely for the {)urpos(‘ of 
sustaining the British dominion to whatever can he eovn'red by (lu; Mosciuito 
pretension. While these territorial disputes are k(‘pt up among thest* 
States, this dominion is extending and the dilTicullit's of dislodging th<' 

, intruders become more formidable. 

The Central American States are more deeply and directly int(‘rcst(nl than 
the United States, in preventing Kuropean nations from cst.ahlisliing new 
Colonies upon this continent, and they should he induced to c'ont'ur in the 
wisdom of this policy of restraining them, and to do what they can te) carry 
it into effect. The early adjustment of the boundary (|U(‘stion.s, and tht* 
establishment of friendly relations among themscdves, would aid vovy much 
towards this desirable object. Unless they .are blind to iluar own intcnasts, 
the United States will receive their ready concurrence in resisting encrf)ach« 
ments for the purposes of colonization by foreign nations uf)on tin* Amta'ican 
Continent and the adjacent Islands. It will he your duty to prewmt thi.s 
subject in a strong and clear light to the several governments to which ytni 
are accredited. 

The anomalous condition of the town of San Juan do Nicaragua, or, as 
the British call it,—Greytown—requires some explanation. Grc.'it l^ritain 
regards the settlement at that i')lace as a political organizatton emanating 
from the Mosquito power, and hence derives h(‘r pri'limsions to t'xttmd her 
protection over it. This is not the view here talccm of that suhji'ct. 

As there was at that place an asvsociation or community aKsuming somC” 
thing like a government dc facto, and as our citizmis rt'Horti'd thither 'W'ith 
their property, orders were issued to our naval officers to protect tlunn. For 
this purpose, and for this only, 'the United Btatiis gave a temporary counte¬ 
nance to the actual authorities at San Juan,-—hut it has never ucknowleflgc'cl 
that these authorities were a rightful government to he suHtaini^d against the 
State within the limits of which the town was situated, I n its correspondence 
with the British government, the United States has denied du* pretenHions 
set up for the people at San Juan to any political organization, or jMiwer 
derived in any way or form from the Mosijuitos. 

It is not necessary, for any purposes of your mission, to show, as might 
done, the unfounded character of these pretensions of (ireat Britain, and the 
series of aggressions upon the rights of more than one of the Central American 
States, under color of this protectorate. 



between Costa Kica and JNicaragua tiie question respecting tlie M().sc]uito 
coast is intimately connected. The staple production of the former State 
is coffee of a superior quality, which is chiefly consumed in England. It is 
understood that most of it is sent to market by the way of the Scrapicjui and 
San Juan rivers to the port of San Juan, for shipment. 

The returns, in British manufactures, are sent back by the same route. 
The possession of San Juan by Nicaragua, especially if she should imiiose 
any restrictions on commerce there, would therefore necessarily be objection¬ 
able to British merchants interested in that trade. While the Government 
of the Confederation existed, exports from and imports at San Juan were of 
course regulated by national laws, with the operation of which no jealousies 
or controversies between contiguous States interfered. 

The same condition of things might be hoped for if the Central American 
States would again form a Confederation. Other inconveniences would bo 
avoided and many advantages would be secured to the people of the respec¬ 
tive States by restoring the former union upon an improved basis. These, it 
is deemed unnecessary to specify, as they will readily occur to you. Con¬ 
sequently, in your intercourse with public men in Central America, you will 
endeavor to impress them as far as practicable with views favorable to the 
reestablishment of a Confederation among them. It will, of course, be 
advisable to do this in an unobtrusive manner in order not to olTend their 
peculiar sensitiveness in regard to the interference of foreigners in their do¬ 
mestic concerns. 

The information however which we possess in regard to the condition of the 
respective States to which you are accredited and their relation.s towards 
each other does not allow us to indulge sanguine hopes of an cClicient con¬ 
federation within any short period. Should it appear to you, as it is feared 
it will, that no such measure can be accomplished, there will still remain much 
for you to do of great usefulness to these States and to this Govornm(;nt. 
Their rising importance is now attracting the attention of the world and their 
position among the family of nations would soon be elevated and they would 
be prosperous republics if they could be brought into harmony with each 
other and devote their energies to develope their natural resources. The 
dissensions among themselves have presented serious obstacles to their 
progress. They have doubtless embarrassing questions, and as long as these 
exist, their friendly relations will be disturbed. Whatever you can do to 
quiet these or any other disputes, (carefully avoiding the imputation of an 
improper interference in their internal affairs) it will be your duty to do. To 
each, and in equal degree, the United States feels kindly disposed, and wishes 
to be on amicable terms. This government has no object in seeking friendly 



relations with them inconsistent with their political rights and national 
prosperity. 

It wishes to establish commercial intercourse with tlunu, l)ecaust' it will be 
for the mutual benefit of all. They are all within tlu; ciirlt' of Anu'riean 
States, blessed with similar political institutions and mutually interesU'd in 
sustaining them. These considerations should make the ('omnu'n'i.al and 
political connection among themselves and with this ('ounlry stronger and 
closer. Under the influence of such affinities the lJnit(*d .States would natu¬ 
rally be more willing to extend to them her friendshii) than to (iovernmt'iUs 
of a different organization and they should be more n'ady to aec'i'pt or st'{'k it 
than to desire a connection with more distant nations, having jjolitieal 
principles less congenial to their own. 

You will avail yourself of every fair opportunity to press these vit‘\^^s upon 
the influential and public men in each of the Ontral American States. 

The interests and the security of the American State.S" ••(we nu'jin to in¬ 
clude among them our own)—naturally draw them together into a sort o( 
association somewhat different from that which they are likely to hav{‘ with 
transatlantic nations, and better secured by i)olitical .sympathy and common 
reciprocal advantages. This association of the American States, looking to 
their mutual welfare and repelling the meddling interferc;ncH‘ of lh(‘ (Jovt‘rn- 
ments of another continent, may not inappropriaUdy be denominal(*(l the 
American policy. The advantages of being included within such an associa¬ 
tion when presented to the people of the ('entral American States, cannot fail 
to be appreciated by them. Among these advantages will be tin* a.ssuranct* 
of greater stability to their free institutions, better guarantit'.s of internal and 
external tranquillity and the establishment of commercial relations more 
permanent and profitable than they can hope to obtain in any other way. 

The detriment which some of these states have received from the* inter¬ 
meddling of England in their affairs on the i)retense of a i)roteetorat(‘ over a 
miserable and degraded tribe of savages—-the Mosciuitos’ and by unwar¬ 
rantably extending her restricted grants is an instructive lesson to tlu'in on 
this subject. So far as advantages are to be obtained from tluj friendship of 
the other nations, they can look to the United States with bettiT hfjjH'S and 
more confidence than to any other power. 

The protection of American citizens in their property and per.sonai rights, 
is a duty especially devolved upon you as the Representative of the UnitcKi 
States the performance of which it is scarcely necessary to enjoin uinm you. 
While claiming as their right this protection on the one hand, it is their duty 
on the other to comply with the laws of the country within which they have 


as an enterprize of great public utility. You will use your good oliice.s witli 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica in its behalf. Should you discover on the part of 
either a disposition to delay or embarrass the execution of this work, you arcs 
requested to exert your influence to remove difliculties and vsecuro for it the 
favorable regards of both of these States. 

We have treaties with Guatemala, Salvador, and (ilosta Rica, rc^ccuitly 
concluded. A treaty with Nicaragua was also negotiated and .signed at Leon 
on the 3*^ of September, 1849, and was laid before the Senate by PrcNsident 
Taylor. It is understood, however, that, as the 35*'-^ Article contained 
stipulations which were considered at variance with the Convention with 
Great Britain, of the 19'-’' of April, 1850, the Senate ha.s not acted upon it. 

Under these circumstances you may propose to the Nicaraguan (h)vcrn~ 
ment a treaty without the article relative to the Canal. Tlie treaty between, 
the United States and Salvador, of the 2"'^ of January, 1850, will afford you a 
general model for those you may negotiate with any of the other States. 

On the 28f'' of September, 1849, a treaty between the United States and 
Honduras was signed at Leon in Nicaragua. This treaty, however, lias 
never been submitted to the Senate of the United States. There were some 
features of it deemed objectionable. You will propose to that iState to enter 
into a new one, containing substantially tlie provisions of that with the 
State of Salvador. 

A treaty with Honduras in the ordinary form may prove advantageous to 
both countries. 

In the Treaties you are authorized to negotiate, you should endeavor to in¬ 
corporate a provision similar to that in the Treaty with Salvador, allowing 
citizens of the United States to purcha.se and hold real estate for any piiriiosci 
whatever. The advantages of such a right will at once present themselvcvs 
to your mind. The residence of our citizens in these States would impart 
strength and stability to the political and commercial relations which, for the 
mutual interest of both countries, should be maintained. Our cilizcms, 
should they find sufficient inducements to settle in any of these Stales 
would carry with them their capital and that enterprise, for which they are 
so much distinguished. Coming from a country of similar political institu¬ 
tions, imbued with the principles of a free government harmonizing with 
their own, such residents could not excite jealousies, or create any appre¬ 
hensions of disturbing influences. 

If you should ask for such a stipulation you may be met with a proposition 
to make it reciprocal. This reciprocity should be avoided if possible, because 
it might hazard the ratification of it by the Senate of the United States. 
The several States of this Union have, respectively, the right to regulate the 



erty therein that such a reciprocity clause would be of very little ccjnsequence 
to the citizens of any of these Republics coming to reside in this country. 
Should you fail to get such a clause in the treaties to be negotiated, you may, 
perhaps, be able to accomplish the same object by the action of the Legis¬ 
latures of these States. If the subject was presented to them in a {jroper 
light, the advantages would be so obvious that they would hardly lujsitate 
to make liberal provisions in favor of our citizens who might be disposed to 
settle among them. 

With the political dissensions within the several States of C'entral America 
you will sedulously abstain from interfering, in a way to identify yourself 
with any section, or impair your usefulness as a representative of a friendly 
power. It is understood that the most common division of parties there is 
that known as the " Serviles ” and the “ liberals.” The serviles have for some 
time been in the ascendancy in Guatemala and Costa Rica, and the lib(‘rals 
in the other three States. You will be frank and cordial in ycjur intercourse 
with leading men of all parties. We have no interest at variance with the 
peace, prosperity and happiness of any of those States, but have evctry desire 
that those blessings may be enjoyed by them all; a result which cannot fail 
to redound to the advantage of the United States. 

Recent advices from Nicaragua induce the President to ai)i)rehend that 
you may find among the people of that State an unfritmdly feeling towards 
the United States. This may in some degree be ascribed to the difliculties 
which here arose with Mr. Marcoleta. There was nothing in that transac¬ 
tion intended to be in the least degree disrespectful to Nicaragua, l^y this 
assurance, which you are requested to give to the government of that State, 
and by impressing upon it the fact that the government and people of the 
United States have the most kindly feeling towards Nicaragua and are de¬ 
sirous of establishing and maintaining friendly relations with her, it is hoped 
that you will be able to remove any unfavorable impressions there existing 
against this Country. This government is not aware of having done any 
thing to provoke any unfriendliness in that quarter towards our citizens or 
government. The manifestation of good intentions towards Nicaragua on 
our part, and of our sincere desire to have the most amicable relations with 
her, must soon dispel the prejudices against us which may hai)pen to exist in 
that State. 

The United States would be pleased to have Nicaragua represented at 
Washington. Without indicating a preference for, or objection to any one 
she may be inclined to send hither, you might, if a fair occasion should olTer, 
and you could do it without the hazard of giving offence, intimate that some 
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gcjvrrniiu'tit it would not fool at; Hliorty to iiiakt' any olijottlion to his ro- 
(Vplion. 

It is rKiH'ftfd that ynu will kct*(> this I )(‘iiar!nu'nt advised of the political 
atl’aiisof (lie several ( ential Anuaicaii States of the projtrc'ss you may make 
in accoiuplislniu: tlu' oltjeiis of your mission, aiul of the obstacles you may 
meet with. 'I'liese States are .assuming' daily, in the tvstimaliou of this jt'ov- 
(‘rnnient, increased importance, and their futur<‘de.stiny is a subject of f>Teat 
an\*it*ty. 'I'he information you may furtiish to enabk' it to form correct 
(^piuionK of their pre.sent <'undi(iou and future ])rospeclH, in a jjolitical, 
t'ommercial and social point of vi(‘\v, will bii interestiu};' and useful. 

I am, Sir, res}>ectfully [etc.]. 
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Ulliiam L. Many, Seertiary af Stalf of Hit', U/iilcd Stales', to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rioan Minisler to the limit'd Slates^ 

Wa.siiincton, (kloher 14, iSsj. 

'Tin* imdersiyued, Secretary of .Siat<‘ of the I hntt'd Slab's, lias the honor to 
ackmiwle<ljte th<’ receipt of the note of Mr, Molina, ICnvoy ICxtraordinary 
and Minister I’lenipofenliary of (“osta Rica, of the ultimo," and to as¬ 
sure him, isi reply, that there is ikj just p.rouuds for Ids apprehension that the 
riylits of his KovernmeiU may be prejudiced or in any way disrej'arded Ity 
any arraUKenumts which Mr. Biiciianan may enter into with (a-eat. Britain 
in rr^garcl to the atfaii.s of I entral Ameru'a. hi sevt'ral iuti'rvlews with Mr, 
Molina the Under.sipned has ha<l occasion to explain to him the vimvs of the 
f^ovenuuent of the 1 bdted .States in reyard to (lu* ((uestions of houndary and 
jurisdiction between the sevt'ral .Stalt's of ('entral America. 'I'liis Clovcni- 
inent is sincerely tlesinnis that tiu'se Statt's should st'llle these qiu^slious in 
an amicable manner amony themselvi's, 

iMr. Borlami, tin* United State.s Ministt'r to (’tsUral Annwica, is instructed 
to usehi.syfKidottice.siii reyard toany coulroversit'S that may exist, amony tlie 
('t'utral American .States, but at (In' .same ihnt' he is c;iulioned ayaiust any 
interfert'uce in these matler.s which may he olijt'cLioualile to any one of 
them, 

'rile Ibuler.siyuetl has the hoimr lete.]. 

* Nutes {» CVntt.d Auunlca, v«i!. i. » lieluw, Uuh volume, pt. u, doe. 



William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe xMolina, 
designated Salvadoran Minister to the United States ‘ 

Washington, October 15, 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has llu' honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Molina's note of the instant" en¬ 
closing a copy of the letter accrediting him as Minister PlenipoltnUiary 
of the Republic of San Salvador, and requesting the a])i)()intiuent of a lime 
for presenting the original to the President, 

Accordingly the Undersigned has the honor to inform Mr. MoHna, (liat 
the President will receive him for the purpose indicated, on Monday th<‘ 
17^^ instant, at 12 O’clock, M. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc,]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Josi de Marcolela, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States'' 

Washington, November 16, 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has tin? honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him by Sehor 1 hin Jo.s6 
de Marcoleta, under date of yesterdayrequesting the ai>])oinlment of a 
time for his presenting to the President the letter acenditing liiju a.s the 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of tlu‘ Knpuhlic of 
Nicaragua. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to inform Mr. Marcoleta that tlu* 
President will receive him for that purpose, to-morrow, the tyth. instant at 
12 O’clock. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. 1. 

^ The note from Molina is not included in this publication; its contents arc iiuliciitcil in diin 
acknowledgment. Neither would this note, to him, have been included, if Molina liatl lieen 
the repre.sentative of Salvador only. 

•' Notes to Central America, vol, i. 

•* Not included in this publication; its contents arc indicated here. Neither wouM this 
have been included, except for the previous correspondence regarding the retiucHtH for his re 
call which had not been complied with. 
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Williani L. .l/r/n v, Strn'tiiry of Siafc of (he United States, to Soton Both 
United States Minister to Niearanna ‘ 

No. 7 \\'AsiiiN(rr()N, Novemlser iS, /(S'5^ 

Sir: \ our N'>' 0, ol tlu' iM'.'* ((>n((‘rs somcwhal fully in (Kiuiuv. 
with (illit’r iiupoi’taiit sul)jt‘('ts into tin* conRiclcralion of tlu' prcHiail 1 
tions liotwonu (In* .Vt'oi'sstiry 'I'ransit Company and llu* Ciovi'iiimnn 
Nit'ar.iRua, and of (In* points at issin* l)t*t\v('(‘n (lu'st^ p:irtit‘s. 

It apprars that you havrlifon .soli<'ilnd, both by tlur Coni()an3' and by 
Covi*rnnu*n(. to ac't as arbitt'r in the adjustment of th{' diUVrc'iuvs jn'iid 
and that iiavini* a lull ap{>t'<*c'iation of the n*s[)onsibili(y of tlu* position, 
have eous('nted to aeet'pt tin* trust r(‘post‘d in you. 

As you have he<‘n fully inlonued by (he attvnts of (he C'oinptiny of 
ffrourid they have assume<l, and as you will enjoy (*very [)ossibI(i finality 
beeonun!.t thoroughly aeiiuiiiuled with the merits of the ease, ;ind for rein 
ing ii wise and impartial award, ;ind as, <*,speei;dly, it is deemed eminei 
desindile that tlu'se dillerein'es should be s[)e('dily and ;imi(“iib!y atljiis 
the I)(‘partmen( in(erpos<*s no objeetitm to the (*Ki‘rinse, iinojlirially, of y 
good olllees in determining tin* flelic'att* (jiK'stion sul)mit(('d to you un 
eireumstanees so likely to promote a h.arinonious a'sult. 

No despatch subseciueiit to your N- <) has 1 kh*u reeeivt'd. 'The s('v 
ptmits regiirtling whii'h vou desin* to Ik* ins(ru('l(*d arc* undi'r eonsidt'ral 
and no (inn* will be unnecessarily lost in dt*eidiMg as to tin* course* to be \ 
sued, and in communiciiting lht‘s;une to you, 

I am. Sir, resfiectfully jetc.l. 


1 (M 5 

IVilliani h, Marey, Se.eretary oj State of the (tailed Stales, to Felipe Mol 
Uosia Riatn Minister to the (tailed Stales ■' 

VVA.sitiNcrroN, Uee.eaiher if, 0V5, 

'rite I‘iidersignc'd, Secn*(ary of .Stjitc* of tlu* (hiitc'd States, has (In* In 
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mail from the Atlantic coast to California he is unalile to discover any 
grounds for such an objection as the Minister of Costa Rica has presisili'd 
in that note. In employing that Company for such a purjiosi* the United 
States make no decision or intimate any opinion as to the rights of i‘i(Iu‘r 
Nicaragua or Costa Rica to control the navigation of tlu^ rivtn- San Juan or 
the Nicaraguan Lake, nor do they undertake to eiKiuirc into tlu' origin of 
that Company’s right of transit—now used by it—acros.s tlu‘ Isthmus. All 
they know or care to know is that the Nicaragua Comfiany havi* ('stablished 
such a transit and constantly use it to carry iiassengors and nu'rchandise 
over the Isthmus to the Pacific coast. An agreement with it to carry the 
United States mail implies no expression of opinion as to which of th(‘ two 
States—Nicaragua or Costa Rica—has the right to grant or has gran led tin* 
privilege of transit to that Company. It is an entire mistaki' on the part of 
the Minister of Costa Rica to assume that by employing’ tlu; 'I'l’ansit Com¬ 
pany to carry a mail the United States would ex()r(;uss or intinid to (*.v‘(tress 
any opinion either in favor of or adverse to the claim of C 'osla Rica to conli’ol 
the navigation of the River San Juan or the Lake of Nicaragua. If the 
Transit Company are infringing the rights of that State it will have; tin* same 
authority to obstruct or withhold from the use of that ('ompany (hat navi¬ 
gation as well after as before contract shall be made with i( to carry (he 
United States mail. Such a contract is not, nor is it intinuled to be any 
interference with the rights of Costa Rica whatever tho.s(‘ rights may Iks 

Taking this view of the subject, which is the correct one, Mr. Molina will 
see that the acceptance by the PostmavSter General of tin? Unitc'd States of 
the proposition of the Company should it be accepted to carry th(‘ United 
States Mail across the Isthmus affords not the slightest ground of comiilaint 
by Costa Rica that this Government are in any way interposing in the di.s- 
pute which exists between that State and Nicaragua as to the navigation of 
the River San Juan and Nicaragua Lake. 

^ In relation to the proposition referred to by Mr. Molina of submitting the 
dispute to the arbitration of the United States the Undersigned will only say 
that the parties have not concurred in any such submission. If tlu‘y .should 
do so the Undersigned believes, as he has heretofore intinuit(?d to Mr. Molina, 
that the President would consent to act as Umpire in that matter. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 



vv^ll/lam Lj. marcy, oecreiary oj cuaie oj ma u-mucu, w omuri, jjuri,u,nu., 

United States Mmister to Nicaragua ^ 

No. 8 Washington, December 30, 1833. 

Sir: Your several despatches to N? ii,^ inclusive, have been received at 
this Department. 

In relation to the Clayton and Bulwer Treaty about which so much is 
said in your despatches I have only to remark, that this government con¬ 
siders it a subsisting contract and feels bound to observe its stipulations so 
far as by fair construction they impose obligations upon it. If Great Britain 
has failed, or shall fail, on her part to fulfil the obligations she has therein 
assumed, or if she attempts to evade them by a misconstruction of that 
instrument, the discussions that may arise on these subjects must neces¬ 
sarily take place between the parties to it. The views taken of that Treaty 
by the United States, and your course in relation to it, pointed out in your 
first instructions,® will be observed until you receive notice of their modifica¬ 
tion. In these instructions you were furnished with the views of one of the 
contracting parties—Great Britain—but at the same time you were informed 
that the United States did not concur in them. In the negotiations at 
London in regard to the affairs of Central America the meaning of that in¬ 
strument will come directly under discussion. So far as respects your mis¬ 
sion you will regard it as meaning what the American negotiator intended 
when he entered into it, and what the Senate must have understood it to 
mean when it was ratified. Viz: that by it Great Britain came under engage¬ 
ments to the United States to recede from her asserted protectorate of the 
Mosquito Indians, and to cease to exercise dominion or control in any part 
of Central America. If she had any colonial possessions therein at the 
date of the Treaty she was bound to abandon them, and equally bound to 
abstain from colonial acquisitions in that region. In your official intercourse 
with the States of Central America you will present this construction of the 
Treaty as the one given to it by your government. It is believed that Great 
Britain has a qualified right over a tract of country called the Belize, from 
which she is not ousted by this Treaty, because no part of that tract when 
restricted to its proper limits is within the boundaries of Central America. 

I was not a little surprized at the request contained in your despatch 3 
for further instructions in regard to the propositions to be submitted to 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica for the adjustment of their boundaries, and at the 
extended comment you make upon the awlcwardness of your position in 
case you were to submit them in conjunction with Great Britain. There 


1 Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 


® See below, this volume, pt, 11, doc. 1256. 
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is nothing in your instructions as I read them, to excite any such apprehen¬ 
sion as \ ou seem to entertain—and nothing to indicate that Great Britain 
was to take any part with you in that matter. I did not immediately reply 
to this request because I thought that your misapprehension on the subject 
would be remo\ ed whene\-er you had occasion to recur again to these in¬ 
structions. It is true, that the propositions referred to hac'e had the ap¬ 
proval of Her Britannic ^Majesty's Minister, Mr. Crampton, but Great 
Britain has no participation in bringing them again to the consideration of 
the two Central American States concerned in the matter to which they 
relate. 

I trust that your individual views as to the proposed article in the Treaties 
which you are authorized to negotiate will not prevent you from inserting 
it in them in conformity with your instructions. The Senate having ratified 
a Treaty containing such an article, it is not to be presumed that that Body 
would reject another Treaty merely because the same article was in it. 
Had the President questioned its constitutionality he would not have in¬ 
structed you to propose it. Kowe\-er, any modification of it provided the 
effect be substantially the same, or nearly so, will be approved. Having 
accepted the umpirage in regard to the difficulties between the Accessory 
Transit Company and the State of Nicaragua will be unnecessary to give 
you any instructions in regard to your conduct in that matter, besides those 
contained in my N” 7.- 

The President does not adopt your suggestion in relation to substituting 
a Consul for the present Commercial Agent at San Juan de Nicaragua. The 
agent subserves all the commercial purposes of a Consul. As the civil 
authority of Nicaragua is not now established de facto at San Juan, a Consul 
having his Exequatur from the Government of that State might not be 
permitted by the present local authority to exercise his functions. Besides 
such an appointment would alarm the jealousy of Costa Rica which, you 
are aware, claims a joint right in the Harbor and River of San Juan. What¬ 
ever may be the \-iews of this government in regard to that claim, it would be 
unwise, for so small an object, to incur the imputation of taking sides in 
this dispute against Costa Rica. It is not deemed expedient to make the 
suggested change so long as things at that place remain in their present 
condition. 

I hope your visit to Honduras will result in all the advantages you an¬ 
ticipate. It will be your duty to use whatever influence you can exert to 
induce this State to take a firm stand in the defence of her rights and to resist 

the encroachment-; of Grear Rrirain nr anv other nnwer imon her Territer-t? 
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are not authorized to pledge the faith of the United States to put that State 
in possession of the Bay of Islands. Should Great Britain hold that colony 
under a claim of right, however unfounded that claim may be, and persist in 
holding it, it would not, I apprehend, be competent for the Executive 
authority of the United States to attempt to expel her by force of arms 
without the express authority of Congress. To carry out the assurance you 
propose to make to Honduras might require this Government to commit an 
act of war. Your instructions would not warrant you to take such a step, 
and I trust you will not think of venturing upon it. This limitation to your 
intentions will not prevent you from apprizing the government of Honduras 
of the views of this government as to its right to these islands, and as to the 
unfounded pretensions of Great Britain to hold any of them, but should she 
persist in doing so in defiance of the Treaty of the 19th. of April 1850, and 
in contravention of the policy of the United States in regard to new Colonies 
on the North American Continent, it will be for the government here to 
determine what will be its course in such a case. 

You will not fail to impress not only upon Honduras but upon all the other 
States to which you are accredited a due sense of the extreme anxiety of the 
United States to prevent European nations from intermeddling wdth the 
affairs of Central America. There are, running through all your despatches, 
complaints of the conduct of Great Britain, but these complaints are not 
accompanied with any specification of acts, and I am left in doubt as to the 
foundation of them, I wish you had furnished the department with a 
particular account of her proceedings to which you take exception. I pre¬ 
sume that you refer to other matters than the affairs at San Juan de Nica¬ 
ragua, the Colony of the Bay of Islands, and the Mosquito protectorate, 
and, if you do, you have left me ignorant of the conduct of which you com¬ 
plain. Without a full and authentic knowledge of the facts constituting the 
grounds of your complaints, you will readily perceive that the Government 
here can take no steps in regard to them. 

In your last despatch (N° ii) ^ you speak “of British machinations which 
seem to me [you] to be not only in violation of the spirit of the Treaty of the 
19th. of April 1850, but absolutely devilish in their purposes—certainly so 
in the means resorted to for their accomplishment, and in the consequences 
that must flow from them, and you ask, “Shall we do nothing to counteract 
all this? Shall we remain idle and seemingly unconscious while Great 
Britain keeping, as she supposes, out of sight and by secret but active in¬ 
fluences doing mischief not only to these countries, but to our interests in 
connection with them.’’ I do not perpeive in any part of your despatches 


ana aeciaea steps. lou must see mat wimout any jcnowiecige oi tne 
character of the evil it is very difficult to prescribe a remedy. 

You admit that “what you will have to do you cannot, of course yet say 
with precision, for almost every thing must depend upon circumstances at 
the moment of action.” If with your knowledge of the course of conduct 
complained of you cannot conceive what it may be expedient for you to do, 
how is it possible that the government here without any sucli knowledge 
can give you “special instructions” for the guidance of your conduct? 

In unanticipated events you may be called on to act without special in¬ 
structions, but in your diplomatic character I do not see the great danger you 
seem to apprehend of involving your “country unnecessarily and improp¬ 
erly.” You have no military force under your control, and no authority to 
bind your government, except by Treaty, which must be sanctioned by the 
government here before it becomes obligatory. I am not, therefore, aware 
of the course of conduct which you propose to pursue involving as you 
apprehend such fearful responsibility. I can do no more in the way of com¬ 
plying with your request for further instructions than I have in the foregoing 
remarks, until I am better advised of the condition of things in (.Icntral 
America, and furnished with some data by which I can form some conjecture 
of the character and probability of the evils you anticipate. 

The objects of your mission and the general course of conduct you arc 
expected to pursue are, I believe, indicated with sufficient distinctnc.ss in 
your general instructions. By the aid of these and with your knowkxlgc; of 
the policy of this government towards the Central American States I do 
not doubt you will be prepared to act as the interest and the honor of your 
country may require in any emergency. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Solon Borland, 
United States Minister to Nicarag%ia ^ 

No. 10 Washington, I'ehrnary 3, iSy.f. 

Sir: Repeated representations have been made to this Department of the 
constantly recurring annoyances to which the Accessory 'Fransit Company 
of the United States is subjected by the government of Nicaragua, in the 
prosecution of its business solemnly guaranteed by that government. It was 
expected that the differences between these parties, would have been satis¬ 
factorily adjusted before this and the more confidently, as you had con- 


While it is the purpose of this government not to take upon itself any 
responsibilities which do not come legitimately within its sphere of action, 
I am nevertheless induced to instruct you to exert your best efforts to secure 
for the Accessory Transit Company, the free and full enjoyment of all the 
rights and privileges secured to it by the terms of its charter, and to use your 
good offices in any case in which the government of Nicaragua may seem in¬ 
clined to impose unnecessary or unjust conditions upon that Company. 

A copy of this despatch is enclosed to Mr. Mayorga, Minister for Foreign 
Relations, so that, in case of your absence from Nicaragua, the government 
of that Republic may learn that the United States are not indifferent to the 
grievances to which the Transit Company is liable. 

I am. Sir, very respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washingtox^ February 21, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has not been 
able to comply with the request contained in the note of the Envoy Extraor¬ 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua, of the 24th. ultimo,- to 
cooperate with that Republic in the effort he is making to negotiate a treaty 
between it and Great Britain on the basis proposed by J\Ir. Marcoleta to 
Lord Clarendon, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Marcoleta must be fully aware that the United 
States deny that Great Britain has any sovereign rights over any part of 
Central America. To treat with her in the way proposed or to cooperate in 
making such a treaty would be a distinct acknowledgment that she has such 
rights. Such a treaty would also interfere directly with the claims set up by 
another of the Central Republics—Costa Rica—^and very little would be ac¬ 
complished towards settling the questions which are now disturbing Nica¬ 
ragua in regard to boundary and jurisdiction unless Costa Rica were a party 
to it. The principal matters embraced in the Projet of the Treaty submitted 
to the Undersigned by Mr. Marcoleta relate to the conflicting claims and 
pretensions between that Republic and Nicaragua, and they could not cer¬ 
tainly be disposed of by an arrangement with Great Britain, which has no 
sovereign rights whatever in Central America. It is true the latter power 
claims a right as assumed Protector of the Mosquito Indians to see that they 
are fairly treated. To this end she would feel authorized to look to any 

1 4.^ r' *. 1 A : 1 » 2C 


object her interference could not be invoked without an implication that she 
had rights which the United States as well as Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
deny to her. 

The negotiation proposed by Mr. Marcoleta, in which he solicits the coop¬ 
eration of the United States, should be with Costa Rica, and not with Great 
Britain—and with it Great Britain should not be invited to interpose any 
further than to yield her acquiescence in any provision that may be made for 
the Mosquitoes. It is very questionable whether the United States should 
or would countenance her interposition even to this extent, for they do not 
acknowledge that Great Britain has now or ever had a rightful protectorate 
over these Indians. Entertaining these views, the United States cannot, 
as must be very evident to Mr. Marcoleta, cooperate with Nicaragua in the 
proposed negotiation with Great Britain. At the same time it is proper to 
say that the United States are anxious that all the questions which are dis¬ 
turbing the friendly relations between the Central American States should 
be amicably adjusted, and they are ready to lend their good offices to bring 
about such a desirable result. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Solon Borland, 
United States Minister to Nicaragua ^ 

No. II Washington, March 2, 1854. 

Sir: It has been represented to this Department, by Mr. Molina, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Guatemala near the government of the United States, 
that the Republic of Honduras is, and has been for more than a year, in a 
state of war with Guatemala, and that citizens of this country have been en¬ 
gaged in supplying the government of Honduras with fire-arms, and other 
implements of war, in order to enable it to prosecute hostilities. He has 
made a formal application for the interference of this government to prevent 
this traffic in articles contraband of war.^ 

At the time of your departure upon your mission you were instructed to 
use your friendly offices, in a manner that would not be offensive to either, 
to heal any dissensions that might exist or arise, and to promote the general 
harmony, one with another, of the Central American States. While I am 
quite confident that you have been, and will continue to be, guided by the 


state of affairs in Honduras and Guatemala, particularly as to a belligerent 
attitude they at present hold towards each other. 

If the war be other than a mere quasi one, and be prosecuted in earnest, it 
will be the duty of this government to maintain strict and impartial neu¬ 
trality between the belligerent parties; and you may assure the authorities 
of each Republic that such will be the course of the United States towards 
them respectively. 

Your No. 12, is the last despatch ^ received from you. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Guatemalan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, March i6, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Minister of Guatemala, 
of the 14th. ultimo,® relative to an exportation of arms and munitions of 
war from the port of New York, consigned to the Consul of the United 
States at Omoa in Honduras. Mr. Molina represents this as a breach of 
the neutrality of this government during the existing war between Honduras 
and Guatemala, and as an offence against the Act of the Congress of the 
United States of the 20th. of April, 1818,and requests that measures maybe 
adopted with a view to prevent a repetition of similar proceedings. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Molina that it 
is the wish and the determination of this government to maintain a strict 
neutrality in the conflict between Guatemala and Honduras. Instructions 
to this effect were given to Mr. Borland on his departure on his mission to 
Central America, and other instructions to a similar effect have been ad¬ 
dressed to him occasioned by the note of Mr. Molina. The mere exporta¬ 
tion of arms and munitions of war from the United States to a belligerent 
country has never, however, been considered as an offence against the 
Act of Congress of the 20th. of April, 1818. All belligerents enjoy this right 
equally, and a privilege which is open to all cannot justly be complained of 
by any one party to a war. Guatemala, however, has a right under the law 
of nations and under her treaty with the United States to seize contraband 
of war on its way to her enemy, and this government will not complain if she 
should exercise this right in the manner which the treaty prescribes. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

1 See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1258. 2 Notes to Central America, vol. i. 
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Nicaraguan ^Minister to the United States ’• 

Washington, April 27, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to him on the i8th instant, 
by Mr. Alarcoleta, Envoy Extraordinaiy and hlinister Plenipotentiary of 
Nicaragua,- communicating, under instructions from his government, the 
fact, that, after repeated and earnest efforts on the part of Nicaragua to 
secure the reestablishment of the Centro-American Confederation, which 
efforts had entirely failed, the Constituent Assembly had erected that part 
of Central America into a free, sovereign, and independent Republic, thereby 
confirming, in a legal manner a preexisting condition. 

In communicating this, and other legislative enactments of the Constit¬ 
uent Assembly, having reference to the exercise of the Supreme Magistracy, 
Mr. Marcoleta adds that he has been especially directed to announce to the 
Government of the United States, that His E.xcellency, the President of 
Nicaragua will continue to cultivate the best understanding with the 
E.xecutives of the neighboring Central American States, and that he will 
particularly study to draw' into more close and cordial union the relations 
now subsisting betw^een the Republic of Nicaragua and that of the United 
States. 

While it would appear to be a subject of regret that the several States of 
the former Centro-American Confederacy have not succeeded in accomplish¬ 
ing a reunion upon a basis equally acceptable and advantageous to all, it 
cannot be doubted, that, failing in such a project, the course of Nicaragua in 
clearly and formally announcing her independence and sovereignty, was 
wise and judicious. Occupying this position, she wdll, in common with her 
sister Republics, continue to receive the consideration and sympathy which 
this government has hitherto e.xtended to the Central American States. 

The President receives w'ith high gratification the assurance that the 
excellent President of the Nicaraguan Republic w'ill strive to cherish the 
most friendly relations with all powers, and particularly with the United 
States. Mutually actuated by this sentiment, a policy alike frank and har¬ 
monious will be productive of the most beneficent results to both Republics. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^ See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1265. 


vv%mam l,. iviarcy, c>ecretary oj otate oj me unitea states, to Jose de Marcoieta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, August 2, 1854. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28^}^ 
ultimo,2 in which referring to the recent destruction of San Juan de Nica¬ 
ragua, by the United States ship “Cyane”, you present, in general terms, a 
demand for reparation to those respectable citizens of Nicaragua who suf¬ 
fered, as it is alleged, grievous losses of property by the bombardment, and 
also, to the Government of Nicaragua for the total destruction of her only 
Atlantic port. 

In reply, I beg to submit that it is scarcely credible, as your note seems to 
imply, that any considerable number of respectable citizens of the Republic 
of Nicaragua had taken up their residence or placed their property among 
those whom you properly characterize as "the pseudo sovereigns"—"the 
authors of all the scandalous excesses that have been consummated at that 
port"—San Juan—a place as you admit, held by usurpation against the 
sovereign authority of their own government. These citizens for whom 
you make reclamation, must have lived in treasonable association with the 
open and avowed enemies of your country, and if engaged there in business 
they must have been incorporated with that community which you describe 
in such severe but probably just terms. They knew, for notice has repeat¬ 
edly been given, that the town would be punished for its misdeeds, and they 
had every opportunity to withdraw from it or to communicate to Captain 
Hollins after his arrival their claim to be separated from the guilty if they 
were not implicated with them, but they took no steps to have their lot 
distinguished from that of the abandoned and lawless dwellers at that place. 
It is unreasonable now to complain of Captain Hollins for not making the 
separation which they refused to make for themselves, or to furnish him 
with the means of making the discrimination. They deliberately united 
their fortunes with men who, you admit, deserved the chastisement which 
they received, and consequently involved themselves knowingly and neces¬ 
sarily with their criminal associates. All the circumstances considered, I 
cannot believe that the Nicaraguan government will so far forget what is 
due to itself, and must be evident to its clear sense of justice, as to urge any 
claims in behalf of those who associated themselves with the usurpers of its 
territory. Nicaragua may think herself kindly treated if she is not held 
responsible for the acts of those who were permitted by her to occupy her 
territory and perpetrate deeds injurious to friendly powers while within her 
jurisdiction. She owed it alike to herself and to these powers to have driven 
the band of marauders settled at San Juan from her acknowledged soil. If 
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injuries its citizens have suffered from those occupying her Territory. Hav¬ 
ing neglected to expel these intruders, and regarding at least a part of the 
persons at San Juan under her protection, she is answerable by the well 
established principles of international law for the injuries other nations have 
suffered by their misconduct. 

If Nicaragua chooses to maintain the position you assume in your note to 
me that her citizens who incorporated themselves with the community at 
San Juan are still in friendly relations with her and entitled to her protection, 
then she approves by an implication which she is not at liberty to deny of that 
political establishment planted on her own soil and becomes responsible for 
the mischiefs it has done to American citizens. It would be a strange incon¬ 
sistency for Nicaragua to regard the organization at San Juan as a hostile 
establishment on her territory and at the same time claim the right to clothe 
with her nationality its members. 

Assuming, as it is respectful to do, that you have duly appreciated the 
consequences of the step you have taken, I infer that the government of 
Nicaragua by claiming the right of protection over the persons at San Juan 
will not hesitate to acknowledge her responsibility to other States for the 
conduct of the people which she has permitted to occupy that part of her 
territory. 

I take the liberty to ask you to furnish this Government with the views of 
that of Nicaragua upon the subject of its responsibility for the conduct of 
the people at San Juan de Nicaragua; and avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John L. Marling, 
United States Mmister Resident in Guatemala ^ 

[extracts] 

I Washington, October 4, 1854. 

Sir: You have received your commission as Minister Resident of the 
United States to the Republic of Guatemala. Herewith you will find other 
documents which will be necessaiy^ or useful in the discharge of the duties of 
your mission. . . .- 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

John L. Marling, of Tennessee, was commissioned as minister resident in Guatemala 
on August 2, 1S54. He left on May 8, 1856. He resigned October 2, 1856, and died on 
the loth, of that month. 

“ Thfi omitted DOmon ronta me a lief* rriit+i-nfs rlr\rwiimoTnf-» ^ J J 1 _ . 1 . 


to the faithful execution, by the authorities of that Republic, of the Treaty 
of Commerce between the two Governments which has recently gone into 
operation,—copies of which you will herewith receive. 

One or two claims presented by citizens of the United States against 
Guatemala, will early receive the attention of the Department, and be 
transmitted to you with proper instructions. 

It is proper to advise you that the Government of the United States re¬ 
gards the reestablishment of a Central American Confederation, as eminently 
desirable, and conducive to the interests of the several States, and to their 
permanent and increased influence. You will accordingly express this opin¬ 
ion on all suitable occasions, although you will, of course, be careful not to 
obtrude the subject in such a manner as to afford ground for complaint, or 
to interfere with that perfectly cordial understanding which it will be your 
first duty to maintain in your official relations with the authorities of the 
State to which you are accredited. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minisjer to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 20, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has had the 
honor to receive the note of Mr. Molina, Minister of Costa Rica, of the 19th. 
instant,^ relative to claims to be presented to the United States government 
for losses sustained by the citizens of Costa Rica, at Greytown, on the 13th. of 
July, last, by the bombardment of that place. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to state that the mere notice of 
an intention to present such claims, does not offer a proper occasion to dis¬ 
cuss the questions which may arise on the consideration of their merits. Mr. 
Molina is not ignorant of the character and conduct of the persons who were 
congregated at Greytown, and consequently must be aware that they 
committed offences which merited the chastisement they received. Those 
residents who now pretend to be Costa Ricans for the purpose of securing 
the interposition of Costa Rica in their behalf, were, it is believed, a part of 
that community implicated in its offences, and cannot therefore claim an 
exemption from the punishment justly inflicted upon it. Those not resi¬ 
dents of the place who chose to leave their property with a community who 
had openly violated the law of nations—protected thieves and participated 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 


for claims of this class than is usual in similar cases; for timely notice was 
given by Captain Kollins of an intention to inflict a merited punishment 
upon tliose offenders if redress or satisfaction formally demanded should be 
refused, and an opportunity was afforded for the innocent to separate them¬ 
selves from the guilty. I'hose who did not avail themselves of this opportu¬ 
nity. must be considered as not being entitled, in their own opinion, to be 
distinguisl'.ed from the latter. 

The precaution to exempt the innocent, if indeed such there were, from 
being involved in the punishment of the guilty, did not stop at giving such 
notice. The means of taking away their property was kindly furnished to 
them by Captain Hollins. Knowing that the wrongs committed by the law¬ 
less assemblage at Greytown merited chastisement and that it would be 
inflicted if some satisfaction was not offered—and perceiving that so far 
from cCering satisfaction, the offenders did not even allege that the threat¬ 
ened punishment would be undeserved,—those among them, if there were 
any, who were entitled to claim exemption from the common lot are them- 
seKws to blame for not Iia-ving availed themselves of the means afforded for 
that purpose. 

I'he Undersigned does not believe that Costa Rica when she has enquired 
into the connection which those who claim her interposition had with the 
ohending community of Greytoivn, will And any among them who have a 
fair claim to her protection. 

W ishing to retain unimpaired the friendly relations which now so happily 
exist between the United States and that Republic, the Government of the 
Undersigned will give due consideration to any fair claim of any citizen of 
Costa Rica, which may be presented to its consideration. The high appre¬ 
ciation it has of the honor and justice of the government of Costa Rica, 
does not permit it to expect that any members of the Greytown community 
will be allowed to assume the character of Costa Ricans for the purpose of 
getting compensation for losses brought upon themselves by their own mis¬ 
deeds or their voluntarj^ association with a lawless band of marauders whose 
outrages provoked and merited the chastisement they received. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 3 Washington, October 23, 1834. 

Sir: On the 14^^ of February, last, a Treaty between the United States 
and the Republic of Nicaragua was signed at Managua in that Republic. 
This instrument was entitled “A general Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, 
Navigation and Protection between the United States and Nicaragua.” As 
it was not deemed probable that it would be approved by a constitutional 
majority of the Senate in the form in which it was concluded, nor did it in 
some respects meet the views of the President, conferences in regard to it 
were held with the representative of Nicaragua here, with a view to such 
modifications as might render it acceptable to this Government. You will 
herewith receive the original Treaty^ as it was communicated to this De¬ 
partment, upon which the results of the conferences have been indicated. 

® . . . The rejected paragraphs embrace or might be construed to embrace, 
among other things, a guaranty to Nicaragua of the territory claimed by her, 
which this government would not at present be disposed to undertake, even if 
such a proceeding were consonant with the cardinal policy of the United 
States. There are also a few verbal alterations desired which you will see 
noted as they occur. It would be preferable that the exchange of the ratifica¬ 
tions of the Treaty should take place here. 

If you should succeed in inducing the Nicaraguan negotiator to assent to 
these modifications you will take care that the new Treaty shall embody 
them, and that the Articles are properly numbered. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina, 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November 14, 1834. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, of the 4th. instant,® and of the 

^ Instructions, Amercian States, vol. 15. 

John H. Wheeler, of North Carolina, was commissioned minister resident in Nicaragua 
on August 2, 1854. He feft about November 5, 1856, and resigned on March 2, 1857. 

“ No copy of the treaty is with the file copy of this instruction. See below, this volume, 
pt. II, note 2, p. 385. 2 The omitted portion concerns proposed modifications of the treaty. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

® See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1274. The enclosed letter will be found printed in a 


Mr. Molina communicates to the Department the intention of that Com¬ 
pany to dam the Colorado river at its junction with the San Juan,—a point, 
which, he maintains, is entirely within the territory and jurisdiction of Costa 
Rica, and the e.xclusive use of which river has been granted by that Govern¬ 
ment to another company; and in respect to this contemplated usurpation, as 
well as that which Mr. Molina alleges to have been already perpetrated by 
the Xica: Transit Company at Castillo Viego [Viejo?] and at Punta Arenas, 
he desires the interposition of the Government of the United States in order 
that it may cause the rights of Costa Rica to be respected by those who have 
trespassed upon her territory. 

Mr. Molina is aware that the Nicaragua Transit Company derives all its 
privileges from that Republic, and that this government has no other con¬ 
nection with it than that which arises from the circumstance that citizens 
of the United States are proprietors of the stock and that the steamers of the 
Company are one of the principal means of intercourse between New York 
and San Francisco. The only interest which this Government entertains 
for that Company, is one which is equally shared by every enterprise in 
which the industr}' and property of its citizens are embarked, and the only 
protection which this Company can claim is that which would be as readily 
e.xtended to the individual citizen in a case warranting, according to public 
law, the interference of this Government. And in this sense, Mr. Molina is 
not mistaken in supposing that the Costa Rican Transit Company will enjoy 
the same protection as has been e.vtended by the United States to that of 
Nicaragua. 

But Mr. Molina must be aware that the Executive government of the 
Lnited States has no authority, even if it were proper to exercise it, to pro¬ 
tect the territorial integrity of Costa Rica. That duty is incumbent alone 
upon the government whose rights may be infringed. The United States will 
not countenance or justify any such violation of the rights of friendly 
nations, nor will the Nicaragua Transit Company have just ground for 
complaint, if after due warning, it shall persist in its attempts to appropriate 
for its own purposes those rights which Costa Rica can legally claim and 
maintain. 

The Undersigned is under obligations to Mr. Molina for the printed 
memoirs upon the boundar}^ relations of Costa Rica and Nicaragua accom¬ 
panying his note;* and avails himself [etc.]. 

^ These enclosures were not found in the manuscript volume. 


vvLwuant jLviaroyt uj oi,ui.(i uj ina umim omies, w joseae iviarcoi^eia, 

Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November 30, 1834. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Marcoleta, Envoy Extraor¬ 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, of the 
22^.^ instant, referring to his former note of the 4*.^ May, last,^ in relation to 
the organization and objects of the “Central American Land and Mining 
Company.” In reply, to Mr. Marcoleta’s observations the undersigned has 
to state that the association referred to is not understood to be an expedition 
fitting out for any hostile object against any Government with which the 
United States are at peace—but is, what it professes to be an association for 
business purposes. 

In this view of the case, it is not a proceeding in violation of the laws of 
the United States or of the duties of neutrality. When these citizens, having 
a peaceful pursuit in view, arrive in another country they will be subject to 
the laws of that country—and their conduct must be in conformity to those 
laws. This Government has no authority to prohibit or interpose to prevent 
them from going out and no control whatever over them after they have 
gone beyond its jurisdiction. 

The Undersigned avails [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Felipe Molina , 
Costa Rican Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, December ig, 1834. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State, has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Costa Rica, of the 13th. instant,'^ in 
relation to the expedition which, as Mr. Molina has learned from the news¬ 
papers of the day has been organized in the United States “for the purpose 
of colonizing certain lands in Central America under an alleged title granted 
by a Mosquito King.” And in the name of his Government Mr. Molina 
protests against the validity of “any title or grant made by the Kings or 
Chiefs of the Mosquito Indians,” and avows that the Government of Costa 
Rica “will not allow any colonist or party of colonists from whatever country 
they may proceed to occupy, locate, or take possession of lands belonging to 


^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 
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Costa Rica for the purposes of agriculture, mining or any other, unless he or 
they shall have previously applied to the Go\-ernment of Costa Rica, and 
duly obtained a permission and legal title to that eLect.” 

In the absence of any information that the alleged company contemplate 
occupying any lands which are claimed or ha\'e ever been claimed by Costa 
Rica, the warning contained in Mr. ?\Io!ina’3 note would seem to be pre¬ 
mature. From the tenor of that note, however, the Undersigned does not 
infer that the Government of Costa Rica apprehends any hostile intention 
on the part of the organi2ation in question, but that it simply declines to 
recognize the validity of any title which this Company may have obtained 
from other sources than from the Government itself. 

In this view of the case, Mr. IMolina will permit the Undersigned to ob¬ 
serve that he does not perceive upon what grounds the Government of the 
United States can interfere with the proposed e.xpedition, which appears to 
be a peaceful enterprise involving, possibly, agricultural, mining, and com- 
miercial speculations, but contemplating no measure which will render them 
amenable to the neutrality laws of the United States. 

When the parties to this e.\’pedition shall have withdrawn from their 
allegiance to th.eir own country and voluntarily placed themselves within the 
jurisdiction of another power, their conduct must be in conformity to the 
new relations the}* have assum.ed and they are responsible to the laws of the 
land in which they have sought domicile. The question of validity of title 
to lands, is then between them and other claimants, to be adjudged not by 
the Government of the United States but by the tribunals of the State 
within which the dispute shall arise. 

Mr. Molina will understand from the foregoing remarks, that while this 
Government does not feel called upon to interfere with the projected peaceful 
e.xpeditions of its citizens to other countries, it promptly disavows any in¬ 
tention of justifying those citizens who may contemplate a wilful violation 
of the rights and laws of a friendly nation. 

As, however, the Government of the United States has no official informa¬ 
tion in respect to the movements of the Company alluded to, the Under¬ 
signed would suggest to i\Ir. Molina the propriety of communicating the 
views of his Government upon this subject to the authorized agents of the 
Company. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 



Guatemalan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, January 3, 1833. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States of America, has 
the honor to acknoAvledge the receipt of the note of Mr. F. Molina, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guatemala, of the 15th. ultimo,- con¬ 
taining the announcement to the Government of the United States, of the 
fact, that the people of Guatemala, had on the 2i®.‘ of October, last, declared 
“that the Supreme Power of the Country is vested in the person of His 
Excellency, General Carrera, by a blessing of Divine Providence and by the 
will of the Nation, and should not be limited in time, but be perpetual’’. 

The Government of the United States receives with great satisfaction the 
assurance that Mr. Molina’s government regards this measure as affording 
a new pledge for the preservation of those friendly relations which His 
Excellency, General Carrera, has been anxious to cultivate with other Na¬ 
tions; and, in behalf of his Government, the Undersigned expresses the sin¬ 
cere hope, that the Republic of Guatemala may derive all the advantages 
which were anticipated in the consummation of this important proceeding. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ® 

No. 7 Washington, May ii, 1833. 

Sir: I transmit copies of a verbal note handed to me some time since by 
Mr. Crampton,'^ embracing a proposition of his Government for adjusting 
the controversy respecting San Juan de Nicaragua, and of my answer to the 
same, bearing date the 9th instant.® These papers set forth the present 
views of the two Governments on the subject, and as it is advisable that the 
Nicaraguan Government should be apprized of them, you will in confidence 
make known the substance of these documents to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of that Republic, but will not place copies in his hands. 

1 am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. l. 

2 Not included in this publication; its contents are suggested here. 

® Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

^See below, vol. vii, pt. n, containing Communications from Great Britain, under date 
of April 25, 1855. 


W'iilicm L. jAarcy. Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
S'icaragnan Minister to the U7iited States ^ 

Washington, May ly, 1855. 

The Undersigned. Secretan,’- of State of the United States, has had the 
honor to receive the note of Mr. Marcoleta, Envoy Extraordinary and 
-Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, dated April (May) 
9 th.‘ 

Mr. Marcoleta is aware that the government of the United States has 
used ail the legitimate means it possesses to ascertain the true character of 
the e.'cpedition headed b\' Col: Kinney and others, and to cause it to be ar¬ 
rested. if it should have been set on foot in contravention of our neutrality 
laws. Both Col: Kinney and Air. Fabens have been prosecuted for organiz¬ 
ing an illegal enterprise against Nicaragua, and the United States prosecuting 
attorney has availed himself of all the proof which Mr. Marcoleta could 
indicate or which could be otherwise obtained for the purpose of showing 
that the accused are engaged in such an enterprise. The government and 
its ofticers ha\-e done their whole duty in this matter. Under an apprehen¬ 
sion that their efforts may fail, Mr. Marcoleta, in the note addressed to the 
Undersigned, strenuously solicits this government to use “other measures 
and means of suppression”, but he does not suggest what they should be. 

Mr. -Marcoleta’s long residence in this country must have made him well 
acquainted with our political institutions and the powers of the executive 
branch of the government. If it is unable to prove a crime against its 
citizens, it cannot assume their guilt and treat them as offenders against its 
laws. Mr. Marcoleta must also be aware that legal proceedings alone can 
be resorted to for the purpose of arresting such unlawful expeditions. The 
question of whether any enterprise is illegal or not, must be decided by our 
courts. If testimony sufticient to convict those engaged in it cannot be ob¬ 
tained, the government cannot, without the violation of their rights, arrest 
their proceeding. Mr. Marcoleta has had an opportunity to become ac¬ 
quainted with the efforts which the government has made in this case, and 
the L ndersigned is quite sure that he will be ready to acknowledge that 
through its officers it has acted with promptness and energy, and that it has 
used the means to the extent given to ascertain the true character of the 
enterprise referred to. If those at the head of it cannot be proved to be 
offenders against our laws, the government can resort to no other or further 
means of suppression. The Undersigned believes that if the expedition is 
of the character ascribea to it by Mr. ?\Iarcoleta, the proceeding now pending 
in the Court at New A. ork will disclose that fact. 


Nicaraguan Minister to the TJ^iited States ’• 

Washington, June 4, 1855. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Marcoleta, Envoy Extraor¬ 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, of the 
i®.‘ instant,2 stating that arrangements have recently been made for charter¬ 
ing a vessel called the Grape Shot for the purpose of carrying members of 
the expedition of Colonel H. L. Kinney to Nicaragua, and that vessels had 
also been engaged at other ports than New York for the purpose of being 
employed in the same illegal expedition. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Marcoleta, that, 
though the first order of the President to the Commander of the Navy Yard 
at Brooklyn, was limited to preventing the departure of the steamer United 
States, another order has since been issued, extending the authority of that 
officer to arrest the departure of any other vessels which may be employed 
for a similar purpose by Colonel Kinney or his associates. 

As it is at least questionable, however, whether the President has a right 
to seize any such vessel or arrest any individuals who may have embarked 
in her, when beyond the jurisdiction of the United States, it is not deemed 
advisable to order a vessel of war to San Juan del Norte for the special 
purpose adverted to in Mr. Marcoleta’s note. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 


1053 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, June 5,1835. 

The Undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mar¬ 
coleta’s note of the 2^ instant,^ in which he states that he had been informed 
of the departure from San Francisco for the Republic of Nicaragua of the 
so-called Colonel Walker in company with several armed persons. Mr. 
Marcoleta does not mention the source from which he obtained this informa¬ 
tion, but if it was communicated to him through the newspapers, it had 
already reached the Undersigned through the same channel, but was not 
deemed indicative of another conspiracy against Nicaragua, inasmuch as the 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^ See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1299. 


that they v/ere on their way to Xicaragua for the purpose of entering into 
the military senhce of the government of that Republic. This is a proceed¬ 
ing which is not forbidden by the laws of the United States, and, it is pre¬ 
sumed. is not one of which .Air. Marcoleta meant to complain. Inasmuch, 
however, as he seems to suppose that the United States officers at San 
Francisco were negligent in allowing Colonel Walker to depart, the Attorney 
of the United States at that place will be instructed to report to this Depart¬ 
ment upon the subject. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1054 

Z. J/G/ry, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Xicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

W.4SHINGT0N, August 22, 1853. 

The Undersigned, Secretary- of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the Note of Mr, Marcoleta, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, of the lit'.' 
instant,- containing the request that the Government of the United States 
would send a vessel of War to the harbor of San Juan de Nicaragua to re- 
pre.ss ‘‘tlie anarchical plans” of persons whom he designates as “pirates”, 
“to prevent the meeting of suspicious persons in that locality and oppose 
every- disembarcation of arms, amunition and other articles, to which reason¬ 
able suspicions can attach.” 

Mr. 3 iIarcoIeta, it is presumed, will readily accord to the Government of 
the I nited States the merit of having e.xerted with energy, its power to 
arrest any hostile expedition organized for the purpose of invading the 
territories of the State of Nicaragua, or disturbing its internal tranquility. 
Mr. Marcoleta is also fully aware that unassociated individuals have a right 
to ied\e the L nited States, and go whither they please, and that this Govern¬ 
ment has no right to enquire into the motive for such a removal. They can 
be dealt with only as members of an expedition fitted out within our limits, 
against a friendly State and while they are within our jurisdiction. If such 
an expedition escapes the vigilance of our officers and arrives within the 
territories of a foreign State, they cannot be pursued and seized while within 
such territories by the authorities of the United States. Our laws cannot 
operate, or be enforced beyond our limits. 

If a vessel of War belonging to the United States wmre in the harbor of 
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San Juan, it could exercise no legal authority over persons assembled at that 
place with hostile purposes against the State of Nicaragua,—it could not, 
without assuming illegal power and involving the sovereign rights of that 
State, interpose to prevent the disembarcation of arms, ammunition, or other 
articles to which reasonable suspicions were attached. 

The undersigned believes that, on reflection, Mr. Marcoleta will perceive 
that a compliance with his request would be an open invasion of the sovereign 
rights of Nicaragua,—and lead to acts towards individuals by the United 
States which could not be justified by any municipal, or international law. 

The undersigned need not assure Mr. Marcoleta of the friendly sentiments 
of this Government towards the State of Nicaragua, or of its readiness to 
respond to any appeal made to it for the maintenance of its neutral relations 
with that State, unless that appeal contemplates, as in the present instance, 
the performance of unwarrantable and aggressive acts. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1055 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

No. II Washington, September i, 1855. 

Sir; I have just been informed that about the middle of July, last, a body 
of men to the number of 60 or thereabouts with six officers dressed in the 
uniform of United States soldiers was landed at San Juan del Norte, from on 
board a steamer belonging to the Accessory Transit Company from New 
York. You are instructed to furnish the Department with all the informa¬ 
tion you can acquire on the subject. Your enquiries will be directed to the 
following points. 

1. The number of men and officers in that body. 

2. From what place and in what vessel did they come to San Juan? 

3. What was their object in visiting San Juan, and why did they assume 
the organization of a military company and the uniform of a United 
States soldier? 

4. Where are they now and what are they doing? If in military service, 
what service is it? 

5. Did they leave the United States under any agreement to serve in 
Nicaragua as soldiers? With whom was such agreement made? 


ment a large claim for the powder destroyed at Punta ylreoas l)y ('aptain 
Hollins at the time of the bombardment of Greytown. Information has 
since been received that Mr. Deforest had in fact no intcrt>st in tlu‘ powd<‘r at 
the time it was destroyed. You are requested to furnish any (!vid('nce you 
can get in relation to the true owners of it as well as t(i its acl.ual value at 
the time of its destruction. 

I am, Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 

1056 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of Stale of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ' 

WASiiiNGTON, September j, iSyj. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the IJnitc^d States, has rcsxuvt'd 
information that a company of about 6o men with 6 orUccM-.s, clressc'd in tlu‘ 
uniform of United States soldiers, were landed at San Juan (h^I Nor((; about 
the middle of la.st July, from on board of one of the .Stwimers bc^longing lo lh(; 
Accessory Transit Company, direct from the United States. Should (he 
information prove to be correct, and it comes in a creditable shapes, il is 
feared that another case of the violation of the neutrality laws of llu" I lni((‘d 
States will be presented for the consideration of tliis Govm-unumt. Mr. 
Marcoleta is aware that if these men were sent out as friemds of llie .State of 
Nicaragua under an engagement to serve it as .soldiers, those* l.aAes are as 
much violated by the proceedings as they would have been if tin* ('ompauy 
had gone out to wage hostility against that State. 

Mr. Marcoleta has been so vigilant in watching the movc'uumts of what has 
been called the Kinney expedition that, as the Ujul('rsign(*d b(*li(>v<‘s, the 
expedition above referred to could not have escaped his alU'ulion, and he 
hopes Mr. Marcoleta Avill furnish such information to this ('.ov(*nunent as 
will enable it to convict all those who have taken a ])art in s(M.ling on fool 
this enterprise. 

The Undersigned will be greatly obliged for any information that Mr. 
Marcoleta may be pleased to grant on the .subject; and avails himself |et('.]. 


1057 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States - 

Washington, October lo, iHyy. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the ,Sth. instant.'* 
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followers stand in regard to tin? United Stati!s. You arc^ well advised that 
this ^overninent has done' all it eeudd properly ilo to arrest his enterprise 
a;.i.ainst Nieara^ua. 1 U' did not directly from the Unitc'.d States to San 
Juan de Nicaragua, hut, from 'I'lirks Island, lie and those; who have as- 
soe'iate'el anel e^one' with him ajjpe'ar le) liava' re'ne)une'e'el the'ir a]]e\i>iance te) the 
Unite'd .State's, anel he'e'ome; me'inhe'rs e)f another i^overnment - it may i)erhaps 
he' calleel a j^ove'rnine'iit of tlu'ir e)wn erection, fe)r sucli it appe'ars they intend 
it te) he'. In e'arryiny out this plan they, as a matter of ce)urse, renounced 
their alle'^iancx' te) the' Unite'd State's, anel are ne) longer to be regarded as 
c'itize'us the're'e)f. 'The' monie'iit the'y h(‘e:e)mc subjects or citizens of anexther 
se)vereignty the'y ce'ase' te) be la?| ex)inpe)ne'nt part of that eif the United. States, 
anel this gove'rnnu'nt has ix'ally ne) more' right te) interfere with them or their 
de’signs, while- in that e'ondition, than it wf)nlel have te) interfere with persons 
similarly situate-el who Iiael ne-ve-r be-en within its juri.seliction. 

If the'y have' violate-el the' laws e)r invaele'el the domain e)f Nicaragua, she 
must lamish the-m, hut tlu' Unite'el State's cannot ele) so, for those acts do 
not constitute' an offe'iie'e* against e)ur laws or (’onstitutie)n. 

It is true' tliat if tlu-y violale'el e)ur laws he-fore; the-y le'ft the United States, 
tlu'u tlu'y e-an he- punisheel heix'; hut tlu; ce)ndue-t to which you refer is an 
otTenex' against Nie-aragna, for whie-h the United State;s can in no way call 
llu'ni te) an aex’e)unt. 

If I'vinne'y anel his asse)ciate's have- ele)ne what you impute to them, you are 
e'litiix'ly mistaken in re'gaixling the-m as “Ame-rican citizens”. 'Phis govern- 
me;nt has ne) sort e)f re'spe)nsihility lor the-ir acts, anel 1 de) not ap[)rehend that 
the-ir proe-ex-elings, he- the-y what the-y may, can, in the- judgment e)f enlight- 
e-ne-d men, injure- the- fair fame- e)f this ( x)untry. 'I'lie-ir coneluc.t, as ye)ii know 
rjuite- as we-ll as any i)e'rson whatseee've-r, has hael ne) .seu't of ex)iintenance or 
sanc'tion fre)m this ge)ve'rnme'nt; furthe'rme)re, you aix- aware; that it has done 
its whole' eluty as a frie-nelly ()owe'i- te) Nie-aragua in regarel to this movement 
e)f Kinne-y anel his fe)llowe'rs. 

I ])re'sume', fre)m the* t.e-nor e)f ye)ur [)re)te'st, that the- i-ume)ur which has 
ix'achc'd the- Unite'el .State-s that the- Nicaraguan ge)ve'rnme'nt is ahout te") re- 
cx'ive- tlu'se- usurpe-rs and adve-ntinx-rs, asye)u exall tlu'in, into fave)r, is known 
to you te) he- unfeninde-el. 

I avail rny.se-lf of t his ocexision |etc.|. 



lUOc^ 


William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the Uviivii States, to John IJ. W'lieelei-, 
United Slates Minister Resident in S'learnyyid ‘ 


No. 13 Wasiiin(;t()N, Novemher S, 

Sir: I have received and laid before the Ih-csident your (l('sj)ali'h(‘,s niiiii - 
bered 25 and 26 , together with their enclosiire.s.“ 'I'he miserable ('oiulilion (»[ 
Nicaragua is much regretted, and devolves upon (his go\'enini(‘n( perj)je\iii^ 
duties. While adhering to our settled polity of li-aving lo (‘very nation the 
management of its own internal affairs, we have iniporlanl duties to perform 
in regard to our citizens who may be resident within or passing through its 
territories. The recent murders and outrages commit led upon lln'm, in the 
State of Nicaragua, must be atoned for by the aii(horilii‘.s of that cDUiUry. 
The perpetrators of these crimes must be punished, tin? sulfert'rs iiuUminilied, 
and the families of the murdered be provided for. Wlunu'ver (hat country 
has a responsible government, a due measure of satisfaction will be de¬ 
manded. In the present condition of affairs there it is dilli{'ull to decide* 
who has the responsible government on which the demand for .satisfaction 
can be made. 


It appears that a band of foreign adventurers lias in\'aded that unhapfi>- 
country, which, after gaining recruits from among tin* n'sidents, has b\’ v io¬ 
lence overturned the previously e.Kisting government, and now pr(*((*nds to be 
in possession of sovereign authority. The knowkdgi* we have of tlu'ir pro¬ 
ceedings does not authorize the President to r(;cogni/(‘ it: as tin* dr facto 
Government of Nicaragua, and he cannot hold, or ])crmi( you to hold in 
your official character, any political intercour.se with the pt*rsons now {'I.iim- 
ing to exercise the sovereign authority of that .Stale. It a{>pears to be no 
more than a violent usurpation of power, brought about by* an irrcn-ular self 
organized military force, as yet unsanctioned by tin; will (ir acquiescence of 
the people of Nicaragua. It has more the ai)pearan(v of a successful ma¬ 
rauding expedition than a change of governnnnit or rul(*i‘s. 

Should the mass of the people of Nicaragua be uiuvilliiig or unabh* to repel 
this inroad or shake off this usurpation, and ultimaloly submit to its rule, then 
It may become defacto a government and resiionsibh; for tin* ouP-aces which 
have been committed upon the rights and persons of American'eitizens 
Then this pvernment will demand and exact ample indemnity and satisfac- 


The President instructs you to abstain from any oilic'ial intercourse with 
the persons now exercising a temporary control ov(;r some; parts of N Icaracua 

cterato affairs, you cannot bo oxiktK,! t„ aol in your ..liii-ial 

cnaracter until vou receive inctrnf.'i-i/-i7-ic! 
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be entitled to all the immunities of a Minister if you do no act to forfeit them. 
You will remain in the country and keep your government well advised of 
the actual condition of affairs therein. 

You will observe great circumspection in your conduct. You cannot re¬ 
tain a right to the privileges of a Minister if you intermeddle in the concerns 
of any of the parties. The difliculties you have already encountered arose, 
as it appears, from an apprehenison that you had improperly interfered in the 
conflict between the contending parties. Though the President has no 
doubt that you acted from the purest motives, intending only to subserve the 
cause of humanity, yet your course was aside from that which your duty as 
the representative of a foreign government imposed upon you. It has ex¬ 
posed you to the charge by one party of interfering in the concerns of the 
other, and on this ground an attempt will be made to justify the restraint 
put upon you. In regard to this matter the President will hereafter take 
such a course as is dictated by a regard to your rights as a public functionary 
of this government. 

Orders have been issued for some of our public ships to visit the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts of Nicaragua. They will have instructions to look to and 
protect the persons and property of our citizens—but there should be no mis¬ 
apprehensions as to the extent to which they have a right to interfere. The 
commanders of such ships have no right, except in very extraordinary cases, 
to send forces to operate on land, and in no case could they be permitted to 
take any part in the conflicts of the contending parties—within the limits of 
the country. They can and should protect our merchant vessels from illegal 
seizure and pillage, and afford an asylum to our citizens who wish to escape 
from scenes of violence and bloodshed and secure a depository for their prop¬ 
erty. 

. Should the officers of the national armed ships sent to the coasts of Nica¬ 
ragua confer with you as to acts proper for them to do in any emergency you 
will be careful in the advice you may give them. Acts of war cannot be 
committed without the authority of Congress. Repelling threatened out¬ 
rage upon our citizens, or shielding their property from unjust seizure, or 
protecting their persons, are not acts of war. They are exertions of power 
not inconsistent with the relations of peace. 

I am. Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 



76 


PART i; COMMUNICATIONS TO CENTRAL AMERICA 


1059 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de 
Irisarri, Guatemala^! a7id Salvadoran Mi^iister to the untied States 

Washington, December 6, 1855. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the note of IMr. Irisarri, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Republics of Guatemala and Salvador, of the 3 *^'' ultimo , in which 
he states that these Republics, the other Central American States, and those 
contiguous thereto, will be under the necessity of opposing what Mr. Irisarri 
calls an authority wrested in Nicaragua from the legitimate Government of 
that State, by a party of adventurers from this country. Mr. Irisarri also 
animadverts upon the supposed neglect of the authorities of California to 
prevent the departure of the adventurers referred to, and upon the recogni¬ 
tion by the United States’ Minister in Nicaragua, of the Government created, 
as Mr. Irisarri says, by those intrusive regulators of the Nation. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Irisarri, that it is 
apprehended he is mistaken in supposing that the individuals who recently 
.left California for the purpose of entering into military service in Nicaragua, 
departed with the knowledge of the authorities of California as to their hos¬ 
tile purposes, or with the connivance of those authorities. On the contrary, 
the Undersigned is assured that when there was reason to believe that such 
purposes were entertained by parties embarking in the Steamers at San 
Francisco, for San Juan del Sur, every exertion was made, and in many 
instances with, success, to prevent their departure. The fact that these 
well-meant encleavors in some instances failed, should, as the Undersigned 
conceives, be imputed, not to neglect or bad faith on the part of the proper 
authorities, or to the insufficiency'- of the law, but to circumstances which 
could not be controlled. Air. Irisarri is aware that many, if not most of the 
passengers in -the Steamers which depart from San Francisco for San Juan del 
Sur, are mine rs returning to their original homes in the Atlantic States. It 
is probable t'hat the persons of whom Mr. Irisarri complains, belonged to this 
class. It is> not certain, however, that in every instance they left San Fran¬ 
cisco with an illegal design, and even if they did, it is not likely that they 
could be s, o far distinguished from persons of a similar class, embarking in the 
^ Notes , to Central America, vol. i. 

Antoni^o Jose de Irisarri, writer of this note, presented his credentials, on September 4, 
1S55, 'as minister plenipotentiary of Guatemala and Salvador. On October 16, 1856, he 
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same steamers, who were quite innocent of any such design, as to warrant 
judicial proceedings against them. 

The Undersigned has the honor to assure Mr. Irisarri that, in recognizing 
the new Government in Nicaragua, the Minister of the United States in 
that Country did not act pursuant to the instructions of this Department. 
On the contrary, express instructions have been given to him to abstain from 
doing so; though these had not reached him when he acted in that matter. 
Although the prevalence of civil war in that Republic and in other Spanish 
American States, is deeply to be deplored, and all friends of humanity would 
greatly prefer that changes there if expedient, in the forms of government 
and in the persons to be entrusted with their administration, should be 
wrought by peaceful means, the United States do not feel called on to inter¬ 
pose against the employment of others for that purpose, provided the law of 
nations, including the laws of war, so far as their rights, and those of their 
citizens may be affected, shall be duly observed by the contending parties. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1060 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jolm II. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

No. 16 Washington, Dece??iber 7, iSsS- 

Sir: In my despatch of the 8th. ultimo—(N° 13 )—^ you were instructed to 
abstain from all official intercourse with the persons now exercising control 
over some parts of the State of Nicaragua. By your despatch N" 29,^ it 
appears that before my communication was received, you had resumed dip¬ 
lomatic functions as Minister of the United States. The despatch in which 
that fact is announced (N° 28) has not reached this Department, and the 
Government has not therefore your reasons for such an unexpected course. 

The information we have here relative to the state of affairs in Nicaragua 
leads to the conclusion that such a course was unadvisable. It is strongly 
objectionable because it may be construed to imply in some degree an ap¬ 
proval by the United States of the proceedings of those—mostly foreigners— 
who have, by violence, overturned the former Government of that State and 
assumed control over it. A very different view is taken here of the political 



judicial proceedings against them. 

The Undersigned has the honor to assure Mr. Irisarri that, in recognizing 
the new Government in Nicaragua, the Minister of the United States in 
that Country did not act pursuant to the instructions of this Department. 
On the contrary, express instructions have been given to him to abstain from 
doing so; though these had not reached him when he acted in that matter. 
Although the prevalence of civil war in that Republic and in other Spanish 
American States, is deeply to be deplored, and all friends of humanity would 
greatly prefer that changes there if expedient, in the forms of government 
and in the persons to be entrusted with their administration, should be 
wrought by peaceful means, the United States do not feel called on to inter¬ 
pose against the employment of others for that purpose, provided the law of 
nations, including the laws of war, so far as their rights, and those of their 
citizens may be affected, shall be duly observed by the contending parties. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1060 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ’• 

No. i6 Washington, December 7, 1853. 

Sir: In my despatch of the 8th. ultimo—(N° 13)—^ you were instructed to 
abstain from all official intercourse with the persons now exercising control 
over some parts of the State of Nicaragua. By your despatch N° 29,^ it 
appears that before my communication was received, you had resumed dip¬ 
lomatic functions as Minister of the United States. The despatch in which 
that fact is announced (N° 28) has not reached this Department, and the 
Government has not therefore your reasons for such an unexpected course. 

The information we have here relative to the state of affairs in Nicaragua 
leads to the conclusion that such a course was unadvisable. It is strongly 
objectionable because it may be construed to imply in some degree an ap¬ 
proval by the United States df the proceedings of those—mostly foreigners— 
who have, by violence, overturned the former Government of that State and 
assumed control over it. A very different view is taken here of the political 
condition of things in Nicaragua. 

Considering the means by which the power that now predominates in that 
State was obtained, and the manner in which it is exercised, it can have no 
just pretension to be regarded as even a de facto Government. You will 


cation with the present assumed rulers of that country. 

Until you are instructed to establish diplomatic intercourse with those 
who exercise political power in Nicaragua, you will strictly observe the 
course of conduct enjoined in my despatch to you of the 8th. ultimo.^ 

You will please transmit a duplicate of your N° 28 to the Department. 

I am [etc.]. 


1061 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Jose de Marcoleta, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, December 10, i8ss- 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Marcoleta, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, of the 8th. 
instant.^ 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Marcoleta, that 
as he was received in his official character in accordance with the usage of 
nations pursuant to a letter from the Executive head of the Government of 
Nicaragua to the President of the United States, his functions can only be 
terminated by that Government in the same manner. 

In regard to the recognition of the new government of Nicaragua by the 
United States Minister in that country, the Undersigned has the honor to 
acquaint Mr. Marcoleta that that proceeding was not only unauthorized but 
was contrary to the instructions of this Department. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 


1062 

Williayn L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, 
Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington ^ 

Washington, December 10, 1855. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Molina, Charge d’Affaires of 

See above, this part, doc. 1058. - Notes to Central America, vol. l. 

^ See below, this volume, pt. n, doc. 1321. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

Luis Molina presented his credentials as charge d'affaires of Costa Rica, on June 14, 1S55. 
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the Republic of Costa Rica, of the 6th. instant,^ inviting the attention of the 
Undersigned to current events in Nicaragua. 

The motives which Mr. Molina assigns for this proceeding are natural and 
are appreciated by the Undersigned. It is apprehended, however, that he is 
mistaken in ascribing, as he apparently does, the recent revolution in Nica¬ 
ragua solely to the armed intervention of citizens of the United States. 
The Undersigned is informed that such of those citizens as took part in the 
contest which led to that result, were invited by citizens of that Republic as 
auxiliaries. If, in accepting this invitation, they should have violated their 
duties as prescribed by the laws of the United States, they will be called to 
account on returning within the jurisdiction of those laws. 

The government of the Undersigned regrets that persons who may owe it 
either temporary or permanent allegiance should proceed from the United 
States to any foreign country for hostile purposes and acknowledges its 
obligation to prevent this misdemeanor by all proper means. The laws of 
the United States by which this policy and obligation are declared and ac¬ 
knowledged, are believed to be ample for their purpose. Circumstances, 
however, imputable neither to the inadequacy of those laws nor to the want 
of good faith in the persons charged with their administration may occasion¬ 
ally enable offenders to escape detection. In the case under consideration 
Mr. Molina will acknowledge the force of such circumstances. The United 
States citizens who have taken part in the recent commotions in Nicaragua, 
were most if not all of them passengers in the steamers between San Francisco 
and San Juan del Sur. On embarking, they were to all appearances peaceful 
citizens returning to their original homes in the Atlantic States. There was 
nothing connected with their embarkation which would justify their arrest, 
for this, as Mr. Molina is aware, under the Constitution of the United States 
could only be done with the existence of probable cause supported by the oath 
or affirmation of a credible witness. It is understood however that many 
persons against whom reasonable suspicion existed were in point of fact pre¬ 
vented from proceeding from San Francisco to San Juan del Sur. 

In regard to the recognition of the new government of Nicaragua by the 
United States Minister in that Republic, the Undersigned has the honor to 
acquaint Mr. Molina that that proceeding was not authorized by but was 
contrary to the instructions of this Department. 


and minister plenipotentiary. Molina wrote his first note to the Secretary of State as charge 
d'affaires of Nicaragua, on Aueust •;o. i8to. He oresented credentials as envov extraordi- 
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PART I; COMMUNICATIONS TO CENTRAL AMERICA 


The Undersigned is aware that the independence of States which may be 
comparatively weak in physical power is as dear to them as that of the 
strongest. It is the desire, the determination, and, the Undersigned will 
add, the interest of the United States to respect that independence. If they 
were to disregard it by any culpable act or omission, they would forfeit the 
respect of other civilized States and would also lose that moral strength 
which, with the amplest physical resources is indispensable for national 
respectability and even independence. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 


1063 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of theUnited States, to Parker H. French, 
designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States^ 

Washington, December 21, 1855. 

Sir: Your letter to me of the 19th. instant ^ with the enclosed copy of 
“an autograph letter from the President of Nicaragua to the President of 
the United States of America’’ has been received, and laid before the Presi¬ 
dent. I am directed by him to reply to your communication, that he has 
not yet seen reasons for establishing diplomatic intercourse with the persons 
who now claim to exercise the political power in the State of Nicaragua. 

Those who were chiefly instrumental in suspending or overthrowing the 
former government of that State were not citizens belonging to it, nor have 
those citizens, or any considerable part of them, so far as is known here, 
freely expressed their approval of or acquiesced in the present condition of 
the political affairs of Nicaragua. Until such shall appear to be the case, 
the President does not deem it proper to receive you or any one as a Minister 
to this government duly appointed by the Supreme Government of Nica¬ 
ragua. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1064 


William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John FI. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 


No. 18 

Sir: It is vprv I'mnnrtflnt 


Washington, January 8, 1856. 
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While some of them represent that the present political organization is satis¬ 
factory to the people of that State—others represent that it has no founda¬ 
tion in the hearts of the people, who would very generally shake off the 
power of Walker if it were possible for them to do so, and that terror is its 
sole foundation. Your situation is favorable to the acquisition of a correct 
knowledge of the internal affairs of that country. 

Your dispatches, of which N“ 31 Ms the last received,—have not gone into 
so much detail as is desired. 

It is reported here, not however on very reliable authority, that Estrada 
is exercising the authority of President in some parts of the State of Nica¬ 
ragua, and that the other Central American States are confederating against 
the government of which Rivas is the nominal but Walker the real head. I 
hope to hear from you soon and to be furnished with the full account of 
affairs in Nicaragua. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1065 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Parker H. French, 
designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States^ 

Washington, February 7, 1856. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 5th. instant,^ with a copy of your 
letter of credence, and laid them before the President. I am directed by 
him to reply to your request to be received as a Minister Plenipotentiary 
to this Government from the Republic of Nicaragua that he has again taken 
the subject into deliberate consideration, but has not seen sufficient reasons 
for changing the determination made known to you in my letter of the 2i®.‘ 
of December, last.-* 

I am. Sir, Your most obedient servant. 


1066 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, 
Costa Rican Charge d’Affaires at Washington ^ 

Washington, April 25, 1856. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 



views and declaring the policy of his government with reference to the exist¬ 
ing state of affairs in Nicaragua, and reflecting upon what he pleases to call 
the lawless conduct of citizens and inhabitants of the United States. 

If the Undersigned has not misunderstood the purport of Mr. Molina’s 
note, it reflects upon the good faith of the United States in regard to their 
neutral relations, not only with Costa Rica but the other Central American 
States. Mr. Molina must be aware that so grave a charge as this, affecting 
so directly the honor of the United States, should not have been lightly made, 
or presented without adequate proof to sustain it. That persons, formerly 
citizens or inhabitants of the United States, are now found among the enemies 
of Costa Rica, or any other of the Central American States, does not at all 
sustain such a charge. The right of expatriation is not I believe withheld 
from the citizens of any free government or from residents under its juris¬ 
diction. This country has always been open to the ingress of foreigners, 
and those who have been free to come, have also been free to go, and in re¬ 
spect to emigration our own citizens are under no more restraint than foreign¬ 
ers who have come into the United States. The Undersigned is not aware 
that the citizens or inhabitants of Costa Rica have not the same right of 
expatriation as those of the United States. The laws of neither country, 
it is presumed, have conferred the authority to examine into the motives 
which may lead any one to exercise the right of expatriation. The liberty 
to go where hopes of better fortune may entice them, belongs to freemen, 
and no free government withholds it. It is therefore no cause of complaint 
against a neutral country that persons in the exercise of this right haveleftit 
and have been afterwards found in the ranks of the army of a belligerent 
State; and yet it is believed that Mr. Molina has no better foundation than 
this for questioning the good faith of the United States. 

The United States gave an early example to other nations in regard to its 
neutral duties by enacting stringent neutrality laws—they certainly pre¬ 
ceded Great Britain in legislating upon the subject. These laws have laid 
upon the citizens or residents of the United States such restraints as neutral 
obligations towards other States require, or are compatible with the spirit 
of free institutions. They prohibit enlistments for foreign service within the 
limits of the United States, or any agreement to go beyond those limits, for 
the purpose of such enlistments—they denounce, under heavy penalties, the 
fitting out of privateers, or the organizing [of?] any expeditions against 
foreign States or their territories. Mr. Molina will find it difficult to show an 
instance in which any other country, including his own, has done more by 
legislation than the United States, to preserve with fidelity neutral relations 
with other powers. The execution of these laws is all that can be required 


law o. 
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Being resident within the country, it is to be presumed that he is not un¬ 
informed of the efforts which this government has been constantly and 
vigorously making towards discharging its obligations of neutrality, not only 
in respect to the belligerents of Europe, but the States upon this Continent. 
Ministerial and executive officers have received repeated instructions to pre¬ 
vent the fitting out and to arrest expeditions organized within the United 
States for foreign military service;—numerous prosecutions have been in¬ 
stituted against alleged offenders, and convictions have been obtained in 
several instances. Whenever complaints have been made by the Ministers 
of foreign governments with any indication of the persons of the offenders or 
specification of acts infringing our neutrality laws, prompt and vigorous 
proceedings have been instituted. No just cause for complaint has been 
shown against the officers of the United States for remissness in discharging 
their duties. The action of this Government in this matter has been well 
known, and it is strange indeed that it has escaped Mr. Molina’s particular 
attention, but that it has not attracted his notice is evidenced by the tenor 
of his note of the 8th. instant.^ While Mr. Molina was preparing his note 
addressed to the Undersigned, and even now, prosecutions are going on 
against persons suspected of violating or evading the neutrality laws of the 
United States, by recruiting men for military service in Nicaragua. 

So far from being aware, as Mr. Molina assumes the Undersigned to be, 
that “filibuster recruits” have been permitted to sail from certain specified 
ports in the United States to Nicaragua “without any hindrance on the part of 
the authorities" of the United States, the Undersigned has good grounds for 
believing that these authorities have been vigilant to prevent the infringe¬ 
ment of the United States laws of neutrality—and have visited vessels 
bound to Nicaragua for the express and determined purpose of detecting 
violators of those laws. With better information on the subject it is be¬ 
lieved that Mr. Molina instead of reproaching this Government for remiss¬ 
ness in enforcing its laws would have done justice to its fair intentions and 
vigorous efforts to execute them. 

It cannot be supposed that Mr. Molina means to make it a ground of 
complaint that unassociated individuals have voluntarily left the United 
States with intention of entering into foreign military service. Such acts 
are not contrary to international law. Being the representative of a free 
State, Mr. Molina must be aware that it is not within the competence of 
any liberal government to hold an inquisition into the motives and objects 
which induce an individual to change his country. To do that, would be the 
exercise of most offensive arbitrary power—which no government, however 
absolute its character, has ever attempted to enforce upon another as a 



in r6ga,rd to cnlistrnents in th6 United States for the British service, the 
right of individus-ls to go volunta.riIy out of the Unitod. Stutos for tho purpose 
of entering into that service has not been questioned, but the complaint 
against the British Government, is that it has employed agents to come 
within the United States to hire, retain, or entice, persons to go away for 
that purpose. 

When there was reason to believe that agents from Nicaragua were in 
this country to recruit soldiers, prosecutions against them were promptly 
instituted, which are still going on. This government has instituted judicial 
proceedings against those agents for doing what Great Britain contends her 
agents had a right to do within the United States. 

If Mr. Molina means to complain of the insufficiency of our laws in regard 
to neutrality the reply to such a charge is that these laws are as stringent as 
those of any other nation. If he intends to go further and to imply the 
want of good faith on the part of this government in executing them, the 
charge is repelled as unfounded. It is difficult to conceive what other object 
Mr. Molina could have had in addressing to the Undersigned the note of the 
8 th. instant,^ if it was not to enter a formal complaint against the adequacy 
of our laws of neutrality or our want of good faith in executing them. The 
President believes that Mr. Molina will consider it due to the friendly re¬ 
lations now existing between the United States and Costa Rica so to explain 
his note as to repel either inference. 

The President sincerely regrets the state of hostility which now exists in 
Central America. He has faithfully discharged the obligations of neutrality 
due from this Government, not only to the friendly State of Costa Rica, but 
the other Central American governments. Cherishing sentiments of friend¬ 
ship for Costa Rica, and being convinced he had sedulously maintained the 
duties of strict neutrality towards that State, the President cannot withhold 
an expression of the surprise which the receipt of such a note as that of the 
8 th. instant from its accredited diplomatic agent has excited in his mind. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1067 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, 
Costa Rican Charge d’Affaires at Washington - 

Washington, May 2,1856. 

The President has directed the Undersigned, Secretary of State of the 
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Rica, the accompanying copies of documents just received from the Minister 
Resident of the United States in Nicaragua.^ These documents present a 
case of shocking barbarity—the slaughter of non-combatants by the troops 
of Costa Rica. If the transaction was as it is presented in these documents, 
the President is willing to believe that the government of Costa Rica will 
promptly condemn the perpetrators of the inhuman outrage and inflict upon 
them exemplary punishment. This she will feel bound to do in order to 
vindicate her claim to a position among civilized nations. 

It appears by the statement herewith furnished, that the victims were 
citizens of the United States, and the President does not doubt that the 
government of Costa Rica will promptly examine into this affair, punish the 
offenders and make ample provision for the families of the sufferers. 

The President has seen with extreme regret in the hostilities now prose¬ 
cuted between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, a departure from the laws of war 
in force among civilized nations. The slaughter of captives taken in battle 
is not only a violation of these laws, but abhorent to the feelings of humanity. 
The party which resorts to the barbarous modes of warfare long since aban¬ 
doned and condemned by enlightened nations, forfeits its claim to all sym¬ 
pathy from neutral powers, and exposes itself to the enmity of those whose 
subjects and citizens may be the victims of savage cruelty. Against such 
a mode of prosecuting hostilities, from which it is the interest of all belliger¬ 
ents to abstain, it is the duty of all governments to enter their solemn 
protest. 

The Undersigned is directed by the President to call the prompt attention 
of the Government of Costa Rica to the transaction at Virgin Bay, and to 
ask for such proceedings on its part as the nature of the case demands. 

The good understanding which now exists between the United States and 
Costa Rica and which the President is desirous to cherish and perpetuate, 
induces him to expect from the government of Costa Rica such measures in 
regard to this lamentable occurrence as will be satisfactory to the United 
States, and are due to its own character. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 


1068 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 



as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from Nicaragua to 
reside near this government. 

The President directs you to notify the President of the Republic of Nica¬ 
ragua that you are instructed to establish diplomatic relations with that 
State, and thereupon you will enter upon the duties pertaining to the dip¬ 
lomatic representative from the United States to the government of Nica¬ 
ragua. 

The interest of the United States as well as that of many individuals has 
been injuriously affected by the interruption of the transit through Nicaragua 
across the Isthmus. It is alleged that the proceedings by which this result 
was brought about, are in disregard of the rights granted by Nicaragua to 
the Accessory Transit Company, in which the Citizens of the United States 
had made large investments. This government has been called on by its 
citizens who have been injured by these proceedings to make reclamations 
for the losses they have sustained. You are directed by the President to 
ascertain the facts and circumstances of this transaction and to report 
thereon to your government. 

Your despatches to N“ 52,1 inclusive, have been received, 

I am, Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1069 

William L, Ilarcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to JohnH. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua 

No. 29 Washington, August 2 q, 1856. 

[Relative to Maritime Law. Same as No. 24 to James A. Peden, U. S. 
Minister in Buenos Aires.] ^ 


1070 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Appleton Oak- 
smith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, September 13, 1836. 

Sir: In view of the present condition of political affairs in Nicaragua the 
President has come to the conclusion not to receive you as a diplomatic 
representative from that State to the ffovernment of th?* TTnli'prl 
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William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

No. 31 Washington, September i8, 1856. 

Sir: Your despatches to N° 65 inclusive have been received. 

You are directed by the President, on the receipt of this communication 
to repair at once to San Juan de Nicaragua (Greytown) and there remain 
until otherwise instructed. Should you, however, prefer to return to the 
United States you have full liberty to do so. 

As the President may deem it expedient to send some other person in your 
stead, you will, in case you should return to the United States arrange your 
private affairs to meet such a contingency. 

Mr. Cotrell, the United States Commercial Agent at San Juan, will be 
instructed to take charge of the Archives of the Legation in your absence, 
to whom, should you leave that place, you will deliver them. 

The President has come to the conclusion not to receive Mr, Appleton 
Oaksmith as diplomatic representative of the State of Nicaragua near this 
government, and that determination has been communicated to him. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


1072 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Appleton Oak- 
smith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

W.A.SHINGTON, September 23, 1856. 

Sir: I have received your letter dated the i8th. instant.® If under any 
circumstances the President should deem it proper to explain his reasons 
for not receiving a Minister, the explanation would only be due to the 
Government which had asked to have him received. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1073 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Rp.sident in Nir.arn.oun. ^ 



1074 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de 
Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 20, 1856. 

Sir; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the i6th. 
instant,” stating that it is accompanied by a communication from the 
Minister for Foreign Relations of the Republic of Nicaragua, apprizing me 
of your appointment as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic in the place of Don Augustin Vigil. In reply, I have the 
honor to acquaint you, that the accompaniment to your note is of a differ¬ 
ent character, being a letter to me from the same functionary upon the 
subject of Mr. Walker’s alleged election as President of Nicaragua.® It is 
presumed that this was accidentally substituted for the letter referred to 
in your note. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1075 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de 
Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States 

Washington, October 28, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have laid before the President 
of the United States the copy of the letter signed by Senor Patricio Rivas, 
as President of the Republic of Nicaragua, dated the 24th. July last,® 
accrediting you as Minister of that Republic to this Government. I am 
instructed by him to acquaint you that the troubled state of political affairs 
in Nicaragua at the present time renders it quite uncertain as to the persons 
who are in possession of the civil authority of that State—or, indeed, if 
there be now such authority established there as entitles it to be considered 
as a real or de facto Government. 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. r. ^ See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1368. 

^ Neither of the documents, referred to, appears with the note, in the manuscript volume. 
The enclosure, which should have come with Irisarri’s note of October i6, apparently, came 
by hand, later, and will be found, below, this volume, pt. li, doc. 1351. 

* Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

®See below, this volume, pt. ii,_doc. 1351. This note, apparently, came by hand. See 
above, this part, Marcy to Irisarri, October 20, 1856, doc. 1074, and note 3 thereto. 
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It is not, I presume, unknown to you that the right of Don Patricio Rivas 
to exercise the functions of President of Nicaragua is seriously contested. 
The reception of a diplomatic Agent by the President from either of the con¬ 
testants for the Chief Magistracy would necessarily involve a decision in 
regard to that controversy by the Executive of the United States which, in 
consequence of the imperfect and conflicting statements of the political 
condition of that country, he is not now prepared to make. I am therefore 
directed to acquaint you that he declines to receive you as minister from 
Nicaragua. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1076 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States^ to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

Private Washington, December jy, iSfd. 

My dear Sir: It was expected that your resignation, as you have de¬ 
clared your intention to resign, would have reached the Department before 
this date. You will, I trust, excuse me for calling your attention to this 
subject. 

Yours truly. 


1077 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua 2 

Washington, February 28, i8s7. 

Sir: I have received your letter dated the 24th. instant in reply to my 
note of the 17th. December last ® relative to your delay in sending your writ¬ 
ten resignation, which had been then for some time expected. In that 
reply you have alluded to the conversation I had with you on your return 
from Nicaragua in November last. 

Your account of that interview is very imperfect, and the part of it which 
you have adverted to, differs essentially in several respects from my recollec¬ 
tion of what then passed between us. I, however propose only to notice an 
important omission in my remarks at the conclusion of our interview. 



no longer any occasion for the services of a. Minister there. I did not 
imagine that you desired or could expect to hold the office of Minister after 
the mission was discontinued—but to remove all ground for doubt on the 
subject, I suggested that you should resign. 

The course you have taken is quite unexpected. I considered, and sup¬ 
posed you did, that your office terminated when you were notified by me in 
November last, that the President had no occasion for a Minister in Nica¬ 
ragua, but I suggested that you should present your resignation, as a course 
which would be agreeable to you, and with a view to remove any pretence 
however slight, for a question which judging from the tenor of your last let¬ 
ter to me you may raise, viz: whether you still hold the office of Minister 
Resident to Nicaragua. 

Yours [etc.]. 


1078 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

Washington, March 2,1857. 

Sir: Your letter of this date to the President ^ resigning the office of Min¬ 
ister Resident of the United States to Nicaragua, has by him been received 
and referred to this Department. I am directed to inform you in reply 
that the resignation is accepted. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 


1079 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Edward Venable, 
United States Minister Resident in Guatemala ^ 

[extract] 

No. I Washington, April 28, 1857. 

Sir: Herewith you will receive your commission as Minister Resident of 
the United States to Guatemala. In acknowledging its receipt you will please 
to inform the Department of the place of your birth. 

I transmit also your personal instructions and the papers to which they 
refer. Apart from the general obligations of the public law the relations 
between the United States and that Republic are governed by the Treaty 
of third of March 1849. It will be your duty to watch over the faithful 
execution of this instrument on the part of that Government. This duty 


the neighboring Republic of Nicaragua, which there is good reason to believe 
have excited the authorities and perhaps the people of Guatemala against 
all persons supposed to be citizens of the United States. It is even stated in 
the public prints that several citizens of the United States have recently- 
been shot in Guatemala. The cause or the pretext for this proceeding is not 
mentioned, and the Department has no official information upon the sub¬ 
ject. Under the circumstances, however, it is obviously desirable that you 
should repair to your post without any delay that can be avoided. On 
reaching Guatemala, you will make known to its authorities the amicable 
sentiments entertained for it by this Government and our hope that they will 
be fully reciprocated by a faithful observance of the Treaty in spirit and in 
letter. While in your intercourse with the people and the authorities you 
will maintain the utmost courtesy and moderation; you will not allow it to 
be inferred that either you or your government will acquiesce in any inten¬ 
tional injustice on their part, towards citizens of the United States. We 
shall expect for them nothing which they cannot claim under the treaty and 
public law; and we shall not accept in their behalf any thing less than 
this.^ . . . 

I am [etc.]. 


1080 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Carey Jones, 
Special Agent of the United States to Central America ^ 

Washington, May 15, 1837. 

Sir; You have been appointed by the President a special agent of the 
United States to visit the States of Central America, for the purpose of ob¬ 
serving and reporting upon the condition of affairs in that quarter, and of 
preventing, as far as possible, the recent occurrences there from affecting 
injuriously the interests of this country. In pursuing these general purposes 
of your agency, you may have it in your power to be of special service, at this 
time, in Nicaragua. The latest intelligence from that Republic, justifies the 
belief that citizens of the United States may be found there, who have par¬ 
ticipated in its local controversies, and are now left by the reverses of war 
without the means of returning home. Whatever may be the merits of the 
controversy in which they have been engaged, common humanity requires 
that some effort should be made to rescue them from their present condition. 
You will, therefore, proceed at once to Panama, where you will embark on 

board the United States sloop of War-® whose commander will be 

instructed to receive you and to convey you to the port of San Juan del Sur 

1_j_i.__i_i _ _ _^ 


on the Pacific Coast. From this point you will make the best of your way to 
Rivas, at which place, it is supposed, you will be most likely to find the au¬ 
thorities of Nicaragua. If, upon your arrival at Rivas, the hostilities which 
have so long disturbed Nicaragua shall still be undetermined, your good 
offices may possibly be useful in negotiating between the hostile parties, and 
assisting to end the contest. Should the war have already terminated in the 
defeat and capture of Walker and his friends, you will exert your efforts to 
obtain their release and procure their departure from the country. If they 
can make their way to the Atlantic Coast, an American ship will receive 
them at Greytown, and carry them to the United States. If they can em¬ 
bark most readily from the Pacific Coast, the same ship that takes you to 
San Juan, may be able, without much delay, to receive them on board and 
take them to Panama. On this whole subject much must be left to your dis¬ 
cretion, because it is impossible to foresee what precise condition of affairs 
may exist when you reach your destination, or how far and in what way it 
may be proper for you to interpose between the contending parties there. 
You will take care, however, to have it distinctly understood that whatever 
you do for the relief of our countrymen in Nicaragua, is done from considera¬ 
tions of humanity, and without any disposition to express an opinion concern¬ 
ing the Nicaraguan controversy. For the existence of this conflict the gov¬ 
ernment of the United States is in no sense whatever responsible, and you 
will endeavor, of course, to relieve it from any false impressions which may 
be held on this subject in Nicaragua. It is notorious that the war began 
between different parties of the native population, and that, in the first in¬ 
stance, it was not participated in by citizens of the United States. When 
ultimately they took part in it, they did so upon the express invitation of one 
of the native parties, whose leader claimed to be the rightful President of the 
Republic. The party to which they joined themselves proved victorious; 
but in consequence of the armed intervention of Costa Rica and other Cen¬ 
tral American States, the foreigners who were invited to the country have 
been left without adequate support, and have possibly been overthrown. 
These facts, wdth which you are familiar, you will employ, with such other 
considerations as may occur to you, in order to explain the conduct of our 
countrymen, and to alleviate any hostile feeling which it may have created 
against us in the minds of the dominant party of Nicaragua. 

A project has grown out of the domestic disturbances in that Republic, 
which looks to its extinction as an independent State, and the absorption of 
its territory by the adjoining Republics. It is scarcely possible that such a 
project can receive the deliberate assent of any considerable portion of the 
Nicaravuan npnnl(^ K 


of foreigners from the North, and this danger will of course be magnified in 
order to meet the wishes of those who urge it. But you will assure all those 
persons with whom you converse on this subject, that the United States not 
only have no desire for conquest or dominion in Nicaragua, but would see 
with great regret the consummation of a project to divide her territory, and 
terminate her national existence. She occupies a position in Central America 
of great importance, and with peace restored to her citizens, and the reason¬ 
able development of her resources, she may fairly look forward to a future of 
honorable success. Some of the difficulties by which she has been oppressed, 
have recently approached an amicable adjustment through the intervention 
of our own government and she may always rely upon our sincere disposition 
to promote her prosperity, and to secure for her by any good offices within 
our reach, the full enjoyment of her territorial rights. From the zeal and 
firmness which she has heretofore shown on this subject, it is not believed, 
that she will either consent to be partitioned out among other States in her 
neighborhood, or that she will easily acquiesce in the loss even of any impor¬ 
tant part of her possessions. In the controversy which she has long had with 
Costa Rica, concerning the boundaries between them, she has maintained an 
exclusive right to the territory on both banks of the San Juan river, and to the 
district of Guanacaste, including the control, therefore, of one of the most 
important communications between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Should 
she now yield this right, she will deprive herself of the chief element of her 
importance, as well as of some of the finest portions of her present territory. 
In whatever relates to this line of interoceanic communication, the United 
States, you are aware, must feel a peculiar interest. Our citizens have im¬ 
portant rights with reference to it which have been granted to it by Nica¬ 
ragua, and which, of course, must be respected in the future, no matter what 
arrangements may be made among themselves by the States in its vicinity. 
And, apart from any considerations of private interest, it is of great public 
importance, in the view of this country, that the route to the Pacific by the 
river San Juan and Lake Nicaragua, should be kept open and secure for the 
travel of the world. On this, as on all the other great interoceanic routes, 
we claim no monopoly of privilege for ourselves, but we demand, of course, 
that no preference shall be given in relation to them, to any other foreign 
power over the United States. Upon this subject our policy is fixed and 
unchangeable, and you will not hesitate, therefore, so to represent it, on all 
suitable occasions. 

These views, altho’ given with special reference to Nicaragua, may be ap¬ 
plied equally to your intercourse with other States in that vicinity. This 
crnvprnmpnt has no dinlnmatic reoresentative accredited to Central America, 
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designate your route, but you will not care (on the one hand) to prolong your 
stay there, unnecessarily, and, on the other hand, you will not omit to im¬ 
prove any opportunity which may present itself to advance the purposes of 
your agency. Wherever you go, you will bear in mind that this government 
desires the peace and prosperity of all the Central American Republics, and 
will be glad to see them in the possession of wise and stable governments, 
strong enough to maintain their independence, and to resist the encroach¬ 
ments of any foreign power. Our own interest with respect to them, apart 
from this friendly regard which, as the eldest Republic of the Continent we 
naturally feel towards them, is directed, as you are already informed, to the 
proper disposition and management of those great inter-oceanic routes which 
lead over the Central American territory to our Western possessions. One 
of these has recently been interrupted, and our citizens complain of serious 
injuries, in consequence of the interruption, to their persons and property, 
and of the seizure of the boats which were employed in making the necessary 
transit. You will investigate, as far as you can, the circumstances which 
gave rise to these complaints, and report the result to this Department. It 
is hoped that, with the cessation of hostilities in Nicaragua, the communica¬ 
tion by the river San Juan and lake Nicaragua, may be at once re-opened and 
made secure. This subject will claim the early attention of our Govern¬ 
ment, and in your intercourse with the Costa Rican authorities, you will not 
fail to give it the prominence which it deserves. 

You will be provided with a special passport to designate your public 
character, but you will probably find it desirable to travel generally as a 
private citizen. As a traveller you will find sources of information accessible 
to you, which as a public functionary, might not be within your reach. Nor 
will that jealousy be excited towards a private citizen, which would be sure to 
watch your progress, were you travelling as the recognized Representative of 
the United States. 

Your compensation will be at the rate of $8 a day from the time of your 
leaving this City until your return to it. You will, also, be allowed your 
necessary transportation, and your personal expenses. With a view, however, 
to avoid future differences or discussion as to the character of particular 
items which may be charged, as well as to relieve you from the necessity of 
multiplying vouchers, which may not always be easily obtained, it is deemed 
advisable to commute your allowance for personal expenses to eight dollars 
per day, which you will consider in full compensation therefor. For the 
expense of your transportation, you will take care to provid^e vouchers of a 
full and explicit character. 

You will of course make surh an arranrroTnon+ TinVU — __1_ r .1 ^ 


from any accountability therefor. 

You will report fully to this Department from time to time as opportuni¬ 
ties may offer, and, as far as possible, you will keep it advised of your ad¬ 
dress. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Carey Jones, 
Special Agent of the United States to Central America ^ 

Washington, July 30,1857. 

Sir: Reports have reached here, which I trust however are not correct, 
that the Government of Costa Rica has formed projects of aggrandizement, 
and intends to appropriate to itself portions of the Territory of Nicaragua, 
thus converting the war which has just been terminated by the accomplish¬ 
ment of the object for which it was avowedly undertaken into a scheme for 
territorial acquisition. Such a design is so unjust in itself, in view of the 
circumstances, and so inconsistent with the public declarations of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Costa Rica, when directing its forces, to march into Nicaragua, 
that the President is unwilling to believe the project is seriously meditated. 
Still the reports are of such a character as to render it proper you should 
communicate freely with the Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua on 
the subject. The question itself presents grave considerations, not only for 
them, but for all the other independent States of this continent, whose posi¬ 
tion and relations render the prosperity of each a subject of general interest 
to all of them. 

You will bring to the recollection of the Government of Costa Rica the 
various circumstances which appeal forcibly to her sense of justice, against 
the project now imputed to her. Her own good faith is in the way of it. 
She would violate the solemn pledges given when she proposed to go to the aid 
of Nicaragua by attempting to convert this into a war of conquest. It may 
not be useless to refer to some of the public declarations which were made 
upon this subject in order to secure cooperation both in Nicaragua and else¬ 
where. Among these is the proclamation of the President of Costa Rica of 
March 1856, in which it is said that “ Ours is not a fight for a piece of land 
—not to secure ephemeral powers—not to achieve a wretched conquest,” &c. 
And again in another proclamation of the same President of March 7th., he 
announces, that he will “command in person the expeditionary army about 


And these declarations are in conformity with the act of the National 
Congress of the Republic of Costa Rica which announced by its decree of 
February 26th. 1856, that the object of the war “ is to protect the inhabitants 
of Nicaragua against the ominous oppression of the freebooters, and to drive 
them from the face of the soil of Central America.” 

And the same purpose was avowed in the proclamation issued by President 
Mora the 28th. February two days after the above decree was passed. 

More solemn pledges of the objects of a State and of the line of policy to be 
adopted in their attainment, with a view to propitiate public opinion and to 
secure cooperation in a hazardous enterprise could not be given. They have 
passed into history and they cannot be violated with impunity. It would be 
a manifest breach of good faith to convert a war thus undertaken to defend a 
Sister State from “bandits”, and possession thus acquired into a territorial 
conquest, and permanent occupation. An injustice of this kind might again 
light up the flames of war in Central America and postpone indefinitely the 
pacification of the country. 

The people of the United States cannot be indifferent to the progress and 
prosperity of the Central American States, with which they are destined to 
have an important and mutually beneficial intercourse. It is the hope of the 
President that the political troubles which have so long harassed them, will 
be now brought to a conclusion and that a free and stable government and a 
wise course of administration will enable each of them to enter upon a career 
of improvement, which they have so many motives to pursue, and where they 
have so beautiful a region for all their exertions. But this hope will prove 
vain if they yield to a spirit of conquest and exhaust their energies in hostile 
efforts against each other instead of directing them to the peaceful advance¬ 
ment of their true interests. 

Reference was made in your instructions ^ to the controversy, which has so 
long been pending, between Nicaragua and Costa Rica respecting their 
boundary. It is a question, with which the United States have no direct 
interest, except so far as it may affect the route from Ocean to Ocean by the 
San Juan River. There are peaceable and honorable modes of adjusting it 
far better than by a resort to force. And each of the parties has in turn pro¬ 
posed thus to arrange it, but from circumstances, comparatively trivial the 
propositions have heretofore failed. It is the opinion of the President that 
these parties ought to be restored to the state they were in when the war 
commenced, and he recommends that they then have recourse to the mode 
pointed out in the sbcth article of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty for the settle- 
^See instruction dated May 15, 1857, above, this part, doc. 1080. 
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If the course thus recommended be adopted and a spirit of good will prevails, 
those States will remove every cause of dissension existing between them 
and secure their future friendly relations so necessary to the prosperity of 
both. 

The progress of events has rendered the inter-oceanic routes across the 
narrow portions of the American Continent a question of great importance to 
the commercial world, and especially to the United States, whose possessions 
extending along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts demand the speediest and 
easiest modes of communication. The magnitude of the subject it is even 
now difficult to appreciate, and from year to year it is destined to increase in 
interest. While the just rights of sovereignty of the States, occupying this 
region should always be respected, we shall expect that they will be exercised 
in a spirit befitting the occasion and the new circumstances that have arisen. 
No Government can close these gates of intercourse on the great highways of 
nations, and justify itself by saying they belong to us and we have the right 
to shut them. Such a pretension would not be tolerated. It is equally the 
interest and the policy of all these States to encourage the opening and the 
use of the transit routes, and to protect them against vexatious delays and 
interruptions. With the concurrence of the respective governments, a large 
foreign capital has been embarked in these enterprises, and of this the citizens 
of the United States have contributed their full proportion. Under these 
circumstances any efforts to interrupt the transit or to interfere with the 
rights of our citizens would be considered an unfriendly act by this govern¬ 
ment. While the United States are sensible that for the reasons already 
referred to, their interest in this great question is more important than that 
of any other Power yet they seek no peculiar privilege whatever. All they 
desire is that these routes be kept open and uninterrupted for the commerce 
and intercourse of all nations alike. And the President indulges the hope, 
that they may yet be considered by general consent as neutral highways for 
the world, not to be disturbed by the operations of war. 

Considerations connected with this subject, independently of those already 
adverted to, would render a scheme of conquest by Costa Rica very unac¬ 
ceptable to the United States. 

The transit grants which were made by Nicaragua were made when she 
was in full possession of the territory which they embrace, and they cannot 
be affected now by any forcible seizure of this territory on the part of Costa 
Rica. It is not believed that such a pretension will be asserted, but since the 
grants have been heretofore disapproved by that State, its authorities may be 
strongly urged, if a change of occupancy should occur to set them wholly 
cjcirlfi all thp ricrhts to which thev have sfiven rise. It is 



understand that Costa Rica has ever claimed jurisdiction over the San Juan 
river but only the territory on its right bank, and the right of enjoying its 
navigation. How far her pretensions now extend and whether they have 
been increased by the events of the war, are not known here. There can be 
no reasonable objections to a mutual arrangement by which the free naviga¬ 
tion of the river, shall be secured to her citizens, leaving the jurisdiction over 
it to Nicaragua. But this government would see with reluctance the estab¬ 
lishment and occupation by Costa Rica of military positions along the river, 
by which its navigation might be liable to interruption whenever the two 
States should be embroiled in disputes. We have reason to believe that 
measures have already been taken with a view to such military occupation, 
and if you ascertain that such is the fact you will remonstrate with the Gov¬ 
ernment of Costa Rica and present for its consideration the views herein 
urged. 

An equitable adjustment of the conflicting claims, of these two States 
might easily be arranged without subjecting the route of communication to 
different jurisdictions. It is desirable, that each of the inter-oceanic routes 
should pass through the territory of a single State, thus avoiding those 
jealousies and collisions which would be sure to arise from a political parti¬ 
tion. Where therefore this object is already obtained by actual possession 
and by the exercise of jurisdiction, the territorial condition should not be 
disturbed, but under the most imperious circumstances. None such exist 
in this case, and you will make known to the authorities of Costa Rica the 
confident expectation of the United States, that the possession of the terri¬ 
tory, over which the line of communication passes, will be left to Nicaragua. 
Keeping this object in view, the President will be gratified to learn, that the 
long continued controversy between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, concerning 
their boundary, has been amicably and satisfactorily adjusted. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri, 
designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Private and Confidential Waspiington, August 28, 18^7. 

Sir : I have received your letter ^ and read it attentively. There are some 
explanations, connected with the subject, to which you refer, which are nec¬ 
essary to a full under.standincr nf it nrpnaratnrv tr> t1n<i 
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Nicaragua are fully reestablished. An event, which I hope will soon take 
place. 

If there are any serious objections to this delay, I will thank you to make 
them known to me. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Costa 
Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington ^ 

Washington, September i8,1857. 

Sir: In May last Mr. W. Carey Jones was sent as an agent of this govern¬ 
ment to the different Central American States, for the purpose of procuring 
accurate information of the state of things there, in which the interests of 
the United States were involved. Additional instructions were forwarded 
to him on the 30th. of July,^ which were rendered necessary by reports, that 
had reached here subsequently to his departure, that measures were about 
to be adopted by Costa Rica, which this government considered unjust in 
themselves, and injuriously affecting the interests of the United States. Mr. 
Jones was directed to make known to the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua, the views of the President in relation to this subject. No ac¬ 
knowledgement has yet been received from Mr. Jones, that this letter has 
reached him, and tho’ duplicates were sent to him, and by different routes, 
it is possible, the despatches may have failed to arrive at their destination. 
Under these circumstances, I have thought it proper to communicate to you 
a copy of this letter of July 30, and to request, that you would lay it before 
your government. 

Copies of it will be likewise transmitted to the Ministers of the other 
Central American States and to the Minister of New Granada, with a similar 
request that it may be brought before their respective governments. It is 
due to that spirit of friendly intercourse, which the President is anxious 
should characterize the relations between this country and those Republics, 
that the views of the United States respecting the serious questions which 
may arise in the present juncture of Central American affairs should be dis¬ 
tinctly and frankly avowed. 

I avail [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^ See above, this part, doc. 1081. 



Lewis Cass, secretary oj otate oj the unttea oiates, to Antonio jose ae irisarri, 
- designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Private Washington, September i8, 1857. 

My dear Sir; Diplomatic relations not being yet established between 
the United States and Nicaragua, tho’ I trust they will be in a very short 
time, I take the liberty to intimate to you unofficially that I should be pleased 
if you would communicate to the government of Nicaragua the papers I 
have this day sent you, being copies of the letters to Mr. W. Carey Jones and 
the Minister of Costa Rica.^ The United States are solicitous, that the Ter¬ 
ritorial rights of Nicaragua should be respected, believing that if an attempt 
at aggrandizement is once successfully made by one of the Central American 
States against another, an example will be set, which may be disastrous to 
the peace, security and prosperity of that interesting portion of our Conti¬ 
nent, 

I am. Sir, very truly yours. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri 

and Luis Molina ® 

Washington, September 18,1857. 

Gentlemen: I have had the honor to receive your note of the 14th. in¬ 
stant,^ in regard to the preparations which, it is alleged, are being made in 
furtherance of another Expedition from the United States against those of 
Central America,—and to lay it before the President. Enclosed you will 
receive a copy of instructions on the subject which have already been ad¬ 
dressed to the United States District Attorney at New York,® and I am 
directed by the President to assure you that all other proper measures shall 
be taken without delay, to prevent the apprehended infraction of our laws 
to which you have called his attention, and to punish those lawless persons 
who may be found guilty of setting on foot and preparing the means for 
military expeditions in this country against neighboring Republics with 
which the United States are at peace. 

I avail [etc.], 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. r, ^See above, this part, docs. 1081 and 1083. 

Notes to Central America, vol. i. •‘See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1390. 

® Not included in this publication. 



Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to A ntonio Jose de Irisarri, 
designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, September 26, 1857. 

Sir: I have just received your letter of the 25th. instant ^ and much regret 
that your health is so impaired and especially, that it suffered in consequence 
of your late visit to this place. I am unwilling to subject you to a recur¬ 
rence of your illness, and if you cannot come on here, of course the question 
of the recognition of the existing government of Nicaragua, which has been 
submitted to the President must be determined without the benefit of your 
presence. It was upon that subject I desired to converse with you, and I 
invited you to repair hither by the direction of the President. The President 
is now absent, but will return at the beginning of the ensuing week, when he 
will probably come to a decision respecting your application to be received 
as the Minister of Nicaragua. I will merely add that should the state of 
your health permit, I think your presence here for a day or two would be 
useful in the consideration of this matter. 

I avail myself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Carey Jones, 
Special Agent of the United States to Central America ® 

Washington, October 8, 1857. 

Sir: Your dispatches of August 2^ September and 5th. September, 
have been received. 

I regret that anything should have occurred at this time to embarrass 
your communications with Costa Rica, but you were quite right not to leave 
the country without, in some form, making known to its Government the 
views contained in your instructions. With reference to the Transit Grant 
which you mention as having been made to Webster & Co. no action on the 
subject has been had by the Department, nor has any been requested. It is 
understood that the charter, whatever it is, has not been sanctioned by the 
Government of Nicaragua. Of this you will be correctly informed during 
your residence in that country, whose actual condition it is very desirable 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1394. 

^ Special Missions, vol. 3. 

* This probably refers to Jones’s letter of August 3, 1857, below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 
1383. One despatch of September 5, from him, will be found in part 11, doc. 1388, and an- 



grants jointly made by the two republics, and even of an intended union 
between them under one Government, have thus far proved unfounded, but 
they naturally increase our anxiety for an accurate knowledge of events in 
that quarter. This is the more important, besides, in consequence of the 
anomalous character of the existing administration in Nicaragua where the 
Executive power is exercised by two Presidents, neither of whom has been 
regularly elected by the people, and where it is difficult to understand what 
constitution, if any, can be properly said to be in force. 

It is hoped that you will have satisfactorily informed yourself upon these 
and other subjects of your agency in season to return to Washington and 
communicate with the President prior to the meeting of Congress. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Josede Irisarri, 
designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 15, 1857. 

Dear Sir: I regret very much that a decision could not have been 
reached in respect to the recognition of the present government of Nicaragua, 
before you were obliged to leave Washington, but you will understand, I am 
sure, that the delay was not occasioned by any indifference, on the part of 
this Government, either to the wishes of Nicaragua, or to your own request. 
There are many circumstances however in the present condition of Central 
America, which render it important that any measure affecting the States in 
that quarter, should be maturely answered. By Nicaragua herself, I have 
understood thro’ the British Minister and other sources, a proposal has 
been made to unite that Republic with Costa Rica under a common Govern¬ 
ment, but I have not seen a copy of the proposal nor am I aware how far it 
has advanced, or what the probabilities are of its ultimate success. If you 
can do so without inconvenience I will thank you to send me a copy of this 
proposal, and I should be glad also to know whether any action on the sub¬ 
ject has been had by Costa Rica. The consummation of the union would, 
of course, interrupt any negotiations with either of the separate States, but 
it will be difficult, I should suppose, to arrange its terms, and perhaps the 
conclusion of a treaty with Nicaragua at this time by the United States, 
might have an important influence upon the whole question. Of this I 
shall be able to judge better, after I shall have received your reply to this 
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tion of the subject, to comply with your request in respect to the recognition 
of the Nicaraguan Government, and the negotiation with it of a friendly 
treaty. 

I am, My dear Sir [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Josi de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, and Guatemalan Minister to the United States ' 

Washington, December 14, 1857. 

Dear Sir: Your telegraphic despatch of this date ^ has been received. 
You may be assured that nothing within the competency of this govern¬ 
ment shall be omitted towards preventing the departure of illegal expeditions 
from any port of the United States destined for Central America. Fresh 
instructions upon the subject have just been issued to officers of the United 
States at New Orleans and Mobile. 

I am, Dear Sir, [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to William Carey Jones, 
Special Agent of the United States to Central America ® 

Washington, December 2 q , i8S7. 

Sir: Your communications of 13th. October, and 2^ and 28th. November,^ 
have been received. 

In that of the 28th. November, you inform the Department of the events 
which have delayed your return beyond the meeting of Congress, and your 
narrative of these events has been read with interest. It is supposed, how¬ 
ever, that the reasons which have thus detained you will have ceased to exist 
before you receive this despatch, and that, having visited the chief places of 
political interest in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, you are prepared now to re¬ 
turn and report to the Department the results of your agency. Your 
return will therefore be expected at an early day. 

You will have heard, probably, before this reaches you, that the Govern¬ 
ment of Great Britain has appointed Sir William Ousely to be Special Com¬ 
missioner to Central America. It is proper, also, to inform you that 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, Esquire, has been appointed Envoy Extraordinary and 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

2 Not found. See Irisarri’s mailed note of December 13, 1857, below, this volume, pt. n, 

doc. IA12. ^Soecial Missions, vol. 3. 


Minister Plenipotentiary to represent this Government in Nicaragua. He 
will proceed to his destination at an early day. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Miraheau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 2 Washington, January 2, 1858. 

Sir: You have been appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary of the United States to the government of Nicaragua, and your 
commission and letter of credence will accompany this communication.^ 
In consequence of the unsettled state of things prevailing in that country, and 
by which the interests of the United States and of their citizens may be 
seriously affected, it is the desire of the President that you repair with as 
little delay as possible to the seat of government of that Republic, and enter 
upon the duties entrusted to you. It is the design of the President to submit 
your name to the Senate, as soon as that body reassembles, for the mission to 
Costa Rica to be superadded to the present under the provisions of the Dip¬ 
lomatic and Consular Act passed Aug: 18, 1856. Should the contemplated 
nomination be confirmed by the Senate our relations with both of those Re¬ 
publics will engage your care and attention. Though the intercourse of the 
United States with the five Central American Powers, and their geographical 
position render their proceedings and prospects subjects of much interest to 
this government, still it is with Nicaragua and Costa Rica, that the most 
important questions are now pending for solution, owing to the circumstances 
in which those countries are now involved. It is necessary to place before 
you the various subjects to which you will direct your attention without 
unnecessary delay. 

The United States are anxious for the improvement and prosperity of the 
Central American States, and for the establishment of free and stable gov¬ 
ernments there which may at once stimulate and protect industry and 
enterprize. All those states have the strongest motives for living in peace 
together and with no rivalry but that which results from a generous competi- 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, of Texas, was commissioned as minister resident in the Argentine 
Republic on July 23, 1857, but was transferred to Costa Rica and Nicaragua without going 
to the former post. On January 20, 1858, he was commissioned minister resident in Costa 


tion in tne career oi advancement. War among themselves, which would 
inevitably become wars of acquisition and aggrandizement would be destruc¬ 
tive of their best hopes. And the present hostilities between Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica, terminate as they may, must be injurious to both. There are 
no sufficient reasons to justify the contest. It is equally the duty and in¬ 
terest of both of those Powers to bring it to an immediate conclusion. They 
ought to place themselves in the situation they occupied before the late dis¬ 
turbances broke out, each withdrawing within its recognized territory, and 
then endeavoring in a spirit of mutual accommodation to arrange the exist¬ 
ing difficulties, whatever these may be. If this effort should be unsuccessful, 
the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty offers a mode of proceeding by arbitration, 
which would terminate all differences and would be honorable for both 
parties; and should this mode not be acceptable, a reference to any friendly 
Power may safely be resorted to. You will be furnished with copies of the 
instructions, given to Mr. Jones for his government in the duty assigned to 
him of examining and reporting upon the condition of things in Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica, and which contain the views of this government upon vari¬ 
ous questions, in which the United States feel much interest and which may 
require your action. They will guide you in the discussions into which you 
may enter with those governments. You will see by adverting to them that 
Costa Rica, in the opinion of the President, has no just right to hold any 
part of the Nicaraguan Territory, in consequence of the military operations, 
in which those countries have recently been engaged. That Costa Rica 
has precluded herself, by the most public and solemn declarations from con¬ 
verting a war undertaken by her, not less for her own sake, than for the sake 
of Nicaragua into a scheme of Territorial aggrandizement. What may be 
the course of the United States, should Costa Rica pursue this project, it is 
not necessary now to say, as it is to be hoped that no such contingency will 
arise. This government is opposed to the measure, and its views have been 
communicated to the government of Costa Rica to whom a copy of that part 
of Mr. Jones’ instructions has been sent. You will perceive, on examining 
them, the ground of the objections, which the United States have taken to 
this scheme of annexation, arrising out of the transit route, and, its free use 
for the commerce and enterprize of the world. 

Nicaragua has heretofore had jurisdiction over the whole route, and to 
permit that jurisdiction to be divided, and another Power to intervene is to 
lay the foundation for future difficulties and obstructions, in the collisions, 
which will be sure to arise between these local parties. The importance of a 
free and safe communication along this whole route from Ocean to Ocean is 
well known to you, as well as the interest with which it is regarded by the 


all questions of this nature. If grants are made, its judicial authority, in the 
event of disputed claims must determine the rights of the parties. The 
United States can only insist, that treaty stipulations be fairly executed, and 
that good faith be observed towards all those deriving rights from the local 
government. You will therefore, while carefully watching and protecting 
the rights of your countrymen, avoid all interference in cases of this kind, 
giving no preference to any party, but leaving the question of right, should 
controversies arise, to be settled by the proper judicial tribunals. The Presi¬ 
dent does not doubt, that all such cases will be decided with entire impartial¬ 
ity, and he will not interfere unless under very peculiar circumstances 
where the law or justice has been plainly violated. 

Important documents in reference to these conflicting interests are en¬ 
closed. Among these is a copy of a memorial which in May last was pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Vanderbilt to the President.^ Your special attention is 
directed to it, and you are requested to report your views in relation to it as 
soon as you are sufficiently informed upon the subject. . . 

There is another subject, you will bear in mind, and on proper occasions 
will present in a friendly manner to these governments. It is the political 
relation which these Central American States should bear to one another. 
Occupying a district of country of vast importance and strongly marked 
upon the map of the world, and with boundaries the result of the previous 
divisions under the Spanish Colonial system, and not of political or geograph¬ 
ical considerations, and with those causes of difference which must neces¬ 
sarily spring up from their position and circumstances, there will be great dan¬ 
ger of ever recurring collision unless this tendency is counteracted by some 
powerful cause. The government of the United States offers to these States 
a safe model, by which their respective independent conditions may be pre¬ 
served, and yet the danger of war among themselves may be averted. A 
federal system is admirably adapted to their condition, and the people of the 
United States would be gratified to find it established there, and would see in 
the measure itself a pledge of future stability in their political institutions 
and of improvement in all the elements of advancement. Whenever circum¬ 
stances may render it proper, you will suggest these considerations, avoiding 
carefully all appearance of dictation, and placing your action upon the true 
grounds, the interest which the people of this country feel in the prosperity 
of that fertile and valuable region. 

You are aware that a treaty has been concluded between the United States 
and Nicaragua, which now awaits the ratification of their respective govern¬ 
ments. A copy of that treaty is herewith confidentially communicated to 


both parties, and it is to be hoped, that it will meet the favorable action of 
the government of Nicaragua. 

The recent military expedition against Nicaragua, unlawfully fitted out 
in the United States in opposition to the efforts of the government has termi¬ 
nated by the removal of almost all those engaged in it in this country. 
And this has been effected without bloodshed, though not in a manner 
strictly legal. The latest advices inform us however, that a small party yet 
remains under Col. Anderson, occupying Fort Castillo. The President is 
desirous, that severe measures should not be adopted towards these men, but 
that their lives should be spared, and that they should be permitted to return 
in safety to the United States. Instructions will be given to the commanding 
officer of our squadron in that quarter to give them a passage in a public 
vessel if it should be necessary. The President commends this subject to 
your special attention. . . 

You have already been informed that Sir William Gore Ouseley has been 
appointed by the British Government, their Commissioner to adjust with 
some of the Central American States difficulties, which have arisen out of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, in consequence of the construction given to it by 
Great Britain. He is now here and it is understood for the purpose of ex¬ 
plaining the objects of his government and the course they propose to adopt, 
in order to secure the cooperation of the United States in the attempt to 
terminate the pending controversy. The Commissioner has not yet dis¬ 
closed either the views of his government or the offers he is authorized to 
make. Of course no instructions can be given you, to favor or oppose his 
proposition. As soon as we have authentic information on the subject, you 
will be advised of the views of the President, and instructed as to the proper 
course to pursue. In the mean time it is well to remark, that there is yet no 
sufficient reason to believe, that this Diplomatic measure will reconcile the 
differences, which have grown out of that treaty. There is such a radical 
difference in the interpretation given to it, by the respective parties, that 
it is difficult to find a middle ground on which they can meet. The United 
States will never assent to the British construction of the Treaty, and tho' 
at one time we had reason to believe, that the British Government were pre¬ 
pared to adopt our construction, yet circumstances have subsequently oc¬ 
curred, which have materially weakened this expectation. But I shall post¬ 
pone any further remarks upon this subject till I receive the information 
respecting the designs of Great Britain to which I have referred. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

^ This omitted portion also deals with claims of United States citizens. 



Sir: In addition to the public instructions this day transmitted to you,® 
there is a subject, it is proper, should be communicated to you confiden¬ 
tially, but to which you will pay such attention as circumstances may require. 
I refer to the intrigues which have been put into operation to affect our rela¬ 
tions with Nicaragua and Costa Rica and especially to prevent the ratifica¬ 
tion of the treaty, recently concluded with the former Power. Copies of 
the papers relating to this matter, which are in possession of the Department, 
accompany this letter.® It is very probable these efforts have been extended 
much farther, than is indicated by this correspondence. At any rate, it is 
proper you should be acquainted with the facts, in order to counteract the 
designs of persons who seek to complicate our affairs with the Central 
American Governments. 

The course of Mr. Vanderbilt, a citizen of the United States, is deserving 
of severe censure. His interference in this matter is every way indefensible, 
and his assertion that he prevented for some time the recognition of Mr. 
de Irisarri, as the Minister of Nicaragua is entirely unfounded, and certainly 
exhibits a mistaken estimate of his own influence. The delay in receiv¬ 
ing Mr. de Irisarri, originated, not in the representations or efforts of Mr. 
Vanderbilt, but in the political condition of Nicaragua and the apparent 
instability of the government. It is due to Mr. de Irisarri to say, that while 
he has conducted himself as the faithful representative of his own govern¬ 
ment, he has secured the respect and confidence of this, by the whole course 
of his proceedings. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

* Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

* See above, this part, doc. 1091. 

3 At the close of this instruction, is listed, as an enclosure, “Mr. Irisarri’s note to Secretary 
of State 20^ Novf ’57 with accompaniments,” which was not found with the file copy. But, 
see Irisarri’s note to the Secretary, below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1413, and its enclosure, 
below, this volume, pt, 11, November 20, 1857, note 3, p. 636, the latter being of the same 
date, and, inevitably, the one intended as an enclosure with this instruction. 


Loewis uass, .^ecreiary oj estate oj me Umtea states, to jbeverty l,. utar/se, 
United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras ‘ 

[extract] 

No. I Washington, March 2g, 1858. 

Sir: Herewith I transmit your Commission as Minister Resident of the 
United States to the Republic of Guatemala, together with your printed 
personal instructions and the papers to which they refer. 

You are probably aware that your immediate predecessor, Mr. William E. 
Venable died shortly after his arrival in the City of Guatemala, last summer, 
and before he had presented his credentials. No changes have occurred in 
our relations with Guatemala, which require any modification of the instruc¬ 
tions with which he was furnished.^ They were, in general, to watch over 
the faithful execution of the Treaty between the two Countries of the 3'^ 
March, 1849, and to make known to the authorities of Guatemala the amica¬ 
ble sentiments entertained towards that country by the Government of the 
United States, and our hope that they will be fully reciprocated.® . . . 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 


1094 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Beverly L. Clarke, 
United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras ^ 

No. 2 Washington, March 2g, 1858. 

Sir : In addition to your appointment as Minister Resident to Guatemala, 
the President has been pleased to confer upon you an appointment of the 
same character to Honduras. 

Herewith you will receive your Commission, and the usual letter of cre¬ 
dence and corresponding office copy. 

Under the 9th. Section of the act of i8‘^ August, 1856, to regulate the 
diplomatic system of the United States, which contemplates a superadded 
office, you will be allowed a compensation as Minister to Honduras equal to 
fifty per cent, of your salary as Minister to Guatemala—that is, equal to 
three thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum. This additional 
compensation will not commence until you shall have left Guatemala for 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

Beverly L. Clarke, of Kentucky, was commissioned minister resident in Guatemala on 
January 7, 1858. He was also commissioned minister resident in Honduras, January 14, 
1858. He died, in Guatemala, on March 17, r86o. 

* See above, this part, doc. 1079. .... , - 



your visit to that country for this purpose. 

As many years have elapsed since the United States were represented 
by a diplomatic agent in Honduras, you will be able to communicate much 
interesting and valuable information respecting the political, social, and 
physical condition of the country. You are aware that discussions have 
taken place between this Government and that of Great Britain in respect 
to the interests claimed by the latter in Honduras and the adjacent islands. 
For your information as to the views of the United States upon this subject 
I send you herewith all the printed documents published by authority of 
Congress relating to Central American affairs, so far as they can be obtained. 
A list of them is subjoined.^ 

You will exercise a constant supervision over the interests of your coun¬ 
trymen in Honduras, and use your best efforts to secure to them the enjoy¬ 
ment of their rights. You will impress upon the Government of Honduras 
the friendly sentiments entertained for that Republic by your own Govern¬ 
ment, and by all proper means endeavor to inspire a just confidence in the 
integrity and benevolence of our intentions towards the weaker sister 
Republics of Central America. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 


1095 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Mmister to the United States ^ 

Washington, April 20, i8s8. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Yrisarri, Envoy Extraordi¬ 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua, of the i6th. instant,® 
relative to an illegal expedition against that Republic which is alleged to 
be in preparation at Mobile. This communication also adverts to other 
topics respecting which it will be necessary for the Undersigned to obtain the 
decision of the President which will then be imparted to Mr. Yrisarri. That 
gentleman is aware that this government has heretofore done every thing 
within its power towards preventing expeditions of the character referred to 
and towards punishing those by whom they were set on foot. The same 
course will be pursued in future but in order that any measures which may 
be adopted for this purpose may have a likelihood of success, the names of 
the offending parties to whom Mr. Yrisarri alludes or some proof tending to 

^ Copies of neither the list nor the printed documents were with the file copy of this instruc¬ 
tion. 


signed will cause the necessary instructions upon the subject to be addressed 
to the proper officers at Mobile. Meanwhile, the Undersigned avails him¬ 
self [etc.]. 


1096 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio JosS de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ’ 

Washington, April 26,1858. 

Sir: In pursuance of the purpose expressed in my note to you of the 20th 
instant,^ I have laid before the President your communication of the i6th 
instant,® as well as that of the 22^^ in reply to mine above mentioned. 

In respect to the apprehended invasion of Nicaragua thro’ the agency 
of a company incorporated by the State of Alabama intended—as is alleged 
in your note of the i6th. instant—“under the specious guise of emigrants 
to introduce large parties of filibusters” into that State; and to the 
measures by which it is proposed to defeat the suspected objects of the con¬ 
templated enterprise, the President instructs me to say, that the officers of 
the United States have the most stringent orders to execute the neutrality 
law of April 1818, and, that, without specific information which will war¬ 
rant the interference of the law officers of the Government with suspected 
persons or movements, no other measures can, constitutionally, be adopted 
with the view of preventing the legitimate operations of the Company re¬ 
ferred to. 

No official copy of the act of the Legislature of Alabama, incorporating 
this company has been received here, but it is certain that, in chartering the 
enterprise that Body could have had no knowledge of any illegal objects 
being contemplated, nor has this Government any information which would 
justify the belief that such a legislative enactment is designed to be made 
subservient to any such unlawful purpose. 

Nicaragua has the unquestioned right to adopt such precaution as she 
may deem necessary for her own security or defence. But the President 
expects that in the exercise of this right, great care will be taken not to inter¬ 
fere with, or infringe the equally sacred rights of American citizens who may 
not have committed any violation of the laws of that State. 

The Undersigned [etc.] 

’ Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^ See above, this part, doc. 1095. 

® See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1430. ■* See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1431. 


Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ’ 

No. 6 Washington, June 3, 1858. 

Sir: Your communication of March announced the ratification by 

the Nicaraguan Government of the treaty of November i6th. between the 
United States and that Republic, and informed the Department that it 
would be transmitted to this Country by the same mail which conveyed your 
despatch. It now appears, however, that altho’ the treaty had been sub¬ 
mitted to the Nicaraguan Congress, and there approved by the requisite 
majority, it was, nevertheless, detained by President Martinez, and has 
again been submitted for consideration to the Congress of Nicaragua. Of 
this detention you appear to have been kept wholly in ignorance, and were 
thus permitted to communicate to your government the information of a 
ratification which had not been completed. From a communication which 
has been received from our Consul at Panama, Mr. Corwine,® a copy of 
which is enclosed, there is some reason to believe that those strange pro¬ 
ceedings were occasioned, in part at least, by the intervention of Monsieur 
Belly, a French subject who had recently arrived in Central America, and 
appears to have been received with marked cordiality and respect by the 
authorities both of Costa Rica and Nicaragua. In the San Jos6 “Cronica 
de Costa Rica,” of April 14th. a speech of this person is published, which is 
said to have been made at an entertainment in that city, and one passage of 
which is supposed to contain an offensive allusion to our pending treaty with 
Nicaragua. Whether these conjectures concerning Monsieur Belly are 
correct, or if so, whether he has any authority from the French Government, 
this Department is not informed, and, in the absence of any information 
from you on the subject, I am quite uncertain, what importance should be 
attached to it. The conduct, however, of President Martinez in respect to 
the treaty, and to you in connection with it, no matter what may have 
occasioned it, seems to be wholly inconsistent with those considerations of 
respect and good will which ought always to prevail among friendly nations, 
and which the United States especially, had peculiar reasons to expect would 
be cordially regarded by Nicaragua in her intercourse with this Government. 
You wall make known, therefore, to the Nicaraguan Government the sur¬ 
prise and regret with which the President has heard of these proceedings, and 
his confident hope that a just disposition of the treaty may now be promptly 
made, and that the extraordinary embarrassments, which have already 
delayed it, may be, at the same time, satisfactorily explained. The Presi- 



uuiito Llic iNicd.1 a,gua.ii aumonues, ne wiu uetcriiiirie as to me euurse euii- 
cerning it which may be required of this Government. He is not prepared to 
believe that Nicaragua intends to reciprocate by acts of injury or disrespect 
the friendly disposition which this Government has repeatedly manifested 
towards that Republic, but if such be her determination, he will know how 
to meet it as it deserves. You will receive herewith the translation of a note 
from M- Irisarri, the Minister in this Country of Nicaragua,^ in which he 
communicates the desire of his Government for an extension of the time pre¬ 
scribed in the treaty for an exchange of ratifications, and a copy, also, of my 
replyUnder existing circumstances, this Government could take no fur¬ 
ther steps on the subject, without a sacrifice of its self-respect; but I need 
hardly inform you that the President desires that the treaty should be ratified 
even at this late period, and if it should be approved and returned, without 
unnecessary delay, he might be disposed, from his appreciation of its impor¬ 
tance and from his disposition to continue in friendly relations with Nica¬ 
ragua, to assent to a suitable extension of the time. The treaty, however, 
should come to Washington in such a form as to render unnecessary any fur¬ 
ther action on it by Nicaragua. 

The views of the President with respect to the transit routes across the 
Isthmus were sufficiently explained in your instructions of 2^ January last,® 
and need not be repeated now. While however our policy concerning them is 
of the most liberal character, and contemplates their free enjoyment by all 
the nations of the world, there are obvious reasons why we should prefer to 
have them under the control and management of American Companies, and 
the United States could not look with indifference upon any attempt to change 
this result at the sacrifice of the rights of our own citizens. Should such an 
attempt be made by the Government of Nicaragua, with respect to the transit 
through that country, it will then be for this Government to determine what 
measures are required of it for the just protection of its citizens in the enjoy¬ 
ment of their rights. In your intercourse with the Nicaraguan authorities 
you will bear in mind these considerations, and while you will not under¬ 
take to commit your Government to the absolute enforcement of any 
contract, you will take care to point out to the Nicaraguan Government the 
dangerous consequences which may ensue should its plighted faith be disre¬ 
garded on a subject so important as the route from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, by the river San Juan. 

I am, Sir [etc.]. 

. . .4 . . . 

’ See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1437. * See below, this part, doc. 1098. 

See above, this part, doc, 1093. . , . . , , , • . 1. j 

* The omitted portion contains a list of enclosures, all of which are referred to in the body 




Since the preceding despatch was closed, I have had a conversation with 
Count de Sartiges, the French Minister, with reference to Belly. Count de 
Sartiges not only has no information that Mr. Belly is acting in a public 
capacity in Central America, as an agent in any way of the French Govern¬ 
ment, but he expresses his confident belief that he is nothing more than the 
agent of a private company in France sent out to accomplish their private 
ends. 


1098 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, June 4,1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 30th. 
ultimo 2 representing that you had been informed by a communication of the 
Secretary of Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, of the i®.* of that month, that 
the government of that Republic had again submitted the Treaty of the i6th. 
of November last to the Legislature for its consideration and had instructed 
you to request of this government an extension of the time for the exchange 
of the ratifications. 

In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you, that your note has been laid 
before the President, who has directed me to state that this information has 
occasioned much surprise and disappointment. These feelings have been 
deepened and confirmed by the fact that no explanation is offered for the 
extraordinary course of the Nicaraguan government. A different proceed¬ 
ing would have afforded the President a more reliable assurance of the dis¬ 
position of that government which you express in its behalf, for the mainte¬ 
nance of lasting peace and harmony between the two Republics. Plitherto 
this government has unequivocally shown the strength of its own wishes to 
that end, but as it feels bound to consult its own dignity and interests even 
in preference to this desire, I am further instructed to inform you, that, 
under existing circumstances, and after the strange and unexplained pro¬ 
ceedings which have delayed the treaty in Nicaragua, your application for 
an extension of the time for the exchange of the ratifications cannot be 
granted. It is yet probable that the ratification of Nicaragua may reach 
here in season, but if this hope should be disappointed, this government 
must await further information from that of Nicaragua upon the subject, 
before it can determine what course it should adopt in order to vindicate its 
own dignity and the rights of its citizens. The necessary explanations in 



I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1099 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 7 Waspiington, June i6, iSjS. 

Sir: In my last despatch of the 3^ instant ® I informed you that Count 
de Sartiges, the French Minister, had been at the Department and had 
expressed the confident opinion that Mr. Belly, the Frenchman, whose 
movements in Central America had attracted some attention, was merely 
the private agent of a company in Paris, and possessed no diplomatic author¬ 
ity from the French Government. I am now enabled to communicate to 
you a confirmation of this opinion from the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Count de Sartiges called at the Department on the 12th. instant 
and read to me an extract from an official communication to him from Count 
Walewski, dated May 26, 1858, in which Count Walewski expressly assures 
him that Mr. Belly is “neither charged with any mission nor clothed with 
any public character. He is understood to be the agent of a Canal Company 
and is not authorized to treat upon any political question.” With this dis¬ 
tinct repudiation of him as a public agent, it can hardly be possible that the 
Government of Nicaragua will allow him to influence its conduct with 
respect to the United States, even if he should be disposed to do so. The 
interests of Nicaragua, as well as those of all commercial nations, unquestion¬ 
ably demand that the liberal policy which is embodied in the Treaty of 
November in respect to the Transit routes across the Isthmus, shall be 
perseveringly maintained, and it is earnestly hoped the government of 
Nicaragua will not be induced under any circumstances to depart from it. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 

1 See the instruction to Lamar, above, this part, doc. 1097. 

2 Instructions, American States, vol. 15. See above, this part, doc. 1097. 


Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Miraheau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 


No. 9 Washington, July 25, 1858. 

Sir: The serious causes of complaint existing on the part of the United 
States against the Governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica have already 
been made known to you, and you have received the necessary instructions 
to demand of those governments prompt and ample reparation for the 
injuries for which they are responsible. You will again draw their attention 
to this subject, and especially the attention of the government of Costa 
Rica, of which we have the most cause to complain for wrongs done to our 
citizens, and urge the immediate action of both governments in order that the 
United States may not be compelled to resort to other measures to secure that 
justice, to which they are entitled and which they are determined to obtain. 

Recently, however grave events have occurred in that region, which have 
still more complicated our relations with those Republics. Your various 
despatches, numbered 8, 9 and 10,^ with the accompanying papers, reached 
the Department a few days ago and have engaged my attention. The 
information you communicate is important, tho’ much of it is little creditable 
to the governments with which you have to deal. And besides the infor¬ 
mation received from you, two documents have reached here from Europe 
requiring the attention of the government, one of which purports to be a 
contract for opening a canal, of which you were not aware at the time you 
wrote, while the other contains a kind of manifesto, issued by the Presidents 
of Nicaragua and Costa Rica against the United States as irreconcileable 
with the proprieties of their position, as with the true state of the facts, 
which have furnished the occasion for this misrepresentation. 

These papers do not come to us thro’ an official channel but still circum¬ 
stances indicate that they are authentic. I enclose copies of both of them.® 
Your first step will be, by a categorical enquiry, whether this manifesto or 
declaration is genuine, and if you find it is not, any further proceedings in 
relation to it will be unnecessary. 

In order that the views and intentions of the United States respecting 
their relations with Nicaragua and Costa Rica should be fully made known to 
those governments, you will communicate to their proper officers respec¬ 
tively ^ a copy of this despatch, omitting however such portion of it as re¬ 
lates to this manifesto should its authenticity be disavowed. 


^ Instructions, American States, vol. 15. 

=* See below, this volume, pt. ii, docs. 1432, 1435, and 1436. 
® No enclosures appeared with the file copy of this instruction. 


However, the text of the 



Losta Rica and to dismiss their ministers, accredited to this government* 
And had such a cause of offence been given by France or England, or by any 
other nation, with a well established government, properly appreciating its 
duties towards Foreign Powers, this course would at once have been adopted. 
But the United States in this case will take counsel not from their rights, but 
from the condition of these Republics, and they will not hold the People 
responsible, upon this occasion, for this Undignified exhibition of ill feeling, 
which is rebuked by the whole history of their intercourse with this Country. 
The United States are, as they have ever been, sincerely desirous of the pros¬ 
perity of the States of Central America, and of the establishment of free, 
stable and enlightened governments among them. And the instructions, 
with which you were furnished, when you departed upon your mission and 
which were made known to the Governments of the States to which you were 
accredited, bear undeniable evidence of this disposition. You were told, 
that a federal system, resembling in its outlines that of the United States 
was admirably adapted to their condition and that the people of the Uni¬ 
ted States would be gratified to find a similar one established there, and 
would see in the measure itself a pledge of future stability in their political 
institutions and of improvement in all the elements of advancement. And 
you were instructed, whenever circumstances should render it proper to 
suggest these considerations, avoiding however all appearance of dictation, 
and placing your suggestions on the true ground, the interest the people 
of this Country feel in the prosperity of that fertile and valuable region. 

And still animated with these sentiments, the United States will deal with 
forbearance with this uncourteous provocation, having no fear, that their 
moderation will be misunderstood. But you will give these governments 
distinctly to understand, that a suitable reparation will be insisted on, or 
the United States will no longer be restrained by the considerations I have 
adverted to, from seeking, by more efficacious means, proper redress for 
these unworthy imputations. 

Besides the reproaches of which this effusion of ill feeling is made the 
medium of communication to the world, it indicates a line of policy looking 
to European intervention, in American affairs, to which the United States 
have long since avowed their opposition, and which they will resist under all 
circumstances. I refer to the protectorate, demanded by this proclamation, 
and to the appeal to the governments of France, England, and Sardinia, to 
assume the duties attached to that position. 

Before proceeding, however, to this subject, there is another, which I 
desire first to dispose of, and which concerns events, that have been con¬ 
nected with the relations between these Countries and the United States. 



It is asserted by these “Supreme Chiefs of the Republics of Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica,” that at the time they issued this document, (May i, 1858), 
a filibustering expedition menaced those States and was at that time prepar¬ 
ing to invade them, and that the movement was to be made under the patron¬ 
age of the government of the United States, with a view to take possession 
of Central America, if Central America refused to surrender itself volun¬ 
tarily to this Country. This absurd intimation, declaration rather, that the 
United States were urging the annexation of this whole Isthmian region, is 
made with as much gravity, as tho’ the authors of it had the actual proof of 
the fact before them. The assertion is unworthy of refutation. But it 
justifies some general observations connected with this matter. 

That unlawful warlike enterprises have been carried on from the United 
States composed of persons from different Countries, against the territory 
of Nicaragua, is not to be denied. But during the whole progress of these 
illegal efforts the government of this Country has faithfuly performed the 
duty imposed upon it by the laws, as well through public proclamations 
against such enterprises, as by giving the necessary directions to the proper 
officers to prevent their organization, and departure, as by invoking the 
action of the Judicial tribunals, and also by the employment of its naval 
force. It is unnecessary to support these assertions by detailed proofs. 
They are as well known in Costa Rica and Nicaragua as here. Sometimes 
indeed, owing to the defect of proof it has not been in the power of the Gov¬ 
ernment to arrest these expeditions. But even when its exertions have not 
succeeded in preventing their departure, they have been fairly and generally 
successfully directed to prevent reinforcements of men and material from 
reaching the adventurers who had eluded the vigilance of the officers of the 
law. 

The good faith of the United States, in relation to these illegal undertak¬ 
ings, has been much misunderstood and misrepresented, both in Central 
America and elsewhere. A brief recurrence however to the true state of the 
facts would remove many of the erroneous impressions which have prevailed. 
It would show to every impartial enquirer what is indeed known to the pres¬ 
ent rulers of Nicaragua, that the origin of these attempts is due to the intes¬ 
tine difficulties of that Country, and to the interference and application of 
persons of high authority there, supported by the concurrence of a portion 
of the population. 

Under such circumstances, the first expedition of this kind left the United 
States in June 1855 and it was soon afterwards claimed that the party with 
which it acted and whose interests it had promoted, had obtained such pos¬ 
session of the countrv as to entitle its authorities tn he reen crn I q c tin /a 



But there is another consideration, not less decisive in forming an esti¬ 
mate of the conduct of the United States under these circumstances. A 
fresh invasion, says this accusatory manifesto, is preparing under the patronage 
of the government of the United States for the purpose of definitely taking pos¬ 
session of Central America, &c. 

I have already said, that time has shown the error of this assertion and 
ought to bring with it a due acknowledgment. No such expedition has left 
this country, nor in fact, so far as I know, was one then contemplated. But 
a review of this subject presents a yet more powerful justification of the 
policy of the American government. There has been no period since these 
projects were first set on foot by the Nicaraguan invitation, when they would 
not probably have been successful, had the laws of the United States against 
such military enterprises been repealed or suspended by the legislative 
authority, or been left unenforced by the Executive authority. The State 
of Nicaragua owes its political existence or rather, its present rulers owe the 
power they exercise, to the laws of the United States as executed by this gov¬ 
ernment, and the return for this fidelity is the undignified denunciation which 
has been given to the world. The most careless observer of passing events 
must be convinced that if military expeditions met no opposition in the 
United States from the public authorities, the spirit of adventure originally 
called into action by Nicaragua itself, and fostered by subsequent occur¬ 
rences, would send to that Country without delay bands of enterprising 
men who would soon attain the control of its affairs and change the whole 
course of its policy—probably of its destiny. 

But the Presidents of these Republics deal'in specific facts as well as in 
more general allegations. They charge that “the government of the United 
States has according to official reports made to that of Costa Rica by its 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington, declared it was utterly powerless 
to prevent past attempts by the filibusters, or to protect the neutrality of 
Central America, owing to the insufficiency of the laws of the United States 
on this head.” 

This accusation is wholly without foundation. No such declaration was 
ever made by the government of the United States. It would have been an 
act at once of fatuity and of falsity. As to the difficulties in the enforcement 
of these laws, they are not denied, and have given much trouble to the gov¬ 
ernment in the efforts it has made to carry them into effect. But that they 
are powerless, or have proved so, no one, in or out of the United States, has 
the right to assert. The Representatives of the Central American States 


may be called on, as witnesses, that in all cases, where tney nave given inior- 
mation to the government, that military expeditions against that region 
were about to be undertaken, measures have been immediately adopted to 
prevent their success, and to arrest and punish the offenders. Sometimes 
these efforts have failed, owing to causes not within the control of the govern¬ 
ment, and sometimes they have been successful, but at all times, the knowl¬ 
edge of the disposition of the government to discharge energetically the duties 
imposed on it by the laws has operated as a powerful restraint upon these 
enterprises, and has crippled the means relied upon for their consummation. 
To these views connected with this charge of acknowledged imbecility, I 
have now to add, that I have just had an interview with the present Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica in this City and have been assured by him, 
that no such declaration was ever received by him from this government nor 
communicated to his own. If such a communication was ever made by any one 
in good faith, it must have been done under some strange misapprehension. 

I perceive that you also occupy a place in this grave document, and that 
your “boasts in public” it is said, as to the course which will be pursued by 
the United States in the event of the failure of Nicaragua to ratify the recent 
treaty, have been deemed important enough to be introduced into this cata¬ 
logue of national complaints. I have no doubt, but that whoever has 
watched you, with a view to listen to and report your conversation, has grossly 
misreported you. But the Presidents of Nicaragua and Costa Rica have 
much to learn in the duties of a just and wise administration, if they consider 
it proper or dignified to collect the remarks of foreign ministers in conversa¬ 
tion, and gravely report them to the world as grievances, demanding its 
interposition or at any rate its condemnation. If you had given any just 
cause of dissatisfaction to the governments of those Republics, as I am satis¬ 
fied you have not, there was another course open to them, far more befitting 
the occasion than this, and that was to make a representation of the circum¬ 
stances, to the government of the United States, in which case an enquiry 
would have been instituted, and an efficient remedy, if necessary, would 
have been applied. 

As to the statement it has been thought proper to make that “all the 
official agents of the United States in Nicaragua have been the accomplices, 
and auxiliaries of the invaders,” I know nothing of it, except what is men¬ 
tioned in this paper, and its position there in the absence of all proof, is not 
sufficient to entitle it to confidence. I repeat the assurance already given 
with relation to yourself that if any of these agents have justly rendered 
themselves obnoxious to such charges, let the governments, considering 
themselves injured by their conduct, transmit to this Department specific 
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Liuiianty oi xne repuuuus ui iMcaragua ana v^osta is.ica, it is a suDject very 
easily disposed of, so far as the United States have any concern in the ques¬ 
tion. The President has no belief, that either of the Powers, thus publicly 
and improperly appealed to has ever given the least encouragement to such a 
proposition, nor had any reason to anticipate it. The French Government 
has voluntarily disclaimed any connection with M. Belly, and has given 
assurances, that it has no designs upon Central America, but on the contrary 
has avoided any interference of that kind, A guarantee for the general 
use and security of a transit route, and also for its neutrality is a desirable 
measure which would meet the hearty concurrence of the United States. 
These views have already been made known to the Governments of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, and they have been informed “that the President in¬ 
dulges the hope that these routes may yet be considered by general consent as 
neutral highways for the world, not to be disturbed by the operations of 
war.” These great avenues of intercommunications are vastly interesting 
to all commercial Powers, and all may well join in securing their freedom 
and use against those dangers, to which they are exposed, from aggressions or 
outrages, originating within or without the Territories thro’ which they pass. 

But the establishment of a political Protectorate by any of the Powers of 
Europe, over any of the Independent States of this continent, or in other 
words, the introduction of a scheme of policy, which would carry with it a 
right to interfere in their concerns, is a measure to which the United States 
have long since avowed their opposition, and which, should the attempt be 
made, they will resist by all the means in their power. The reasons for the 
attitude they have assumed have been fully promulgated and are every 
where well known. There is no need upon this occasion to recapitulate 
them. They are founded on the political circumstances of the American 
Continent which has interests of its own,^ disconnected from many of the 
questions, which are continually presenting themselves in Europe, concern¬ 
ing the balance of power, and other subjects of controversy, arising out of 
the condition of its States, and which often find their solution or their post¬ 
ponement in war. It is of paramount importance to the States of this Hemi¬ 
sphere that they should have no entangling union with the Powers of the old 
world, a connection which would almost necessarily make them parties to 
wars, having no interest for them, and which would often involve them in 
hostilities with the other American States contiguous or remote. The years 
which have passed by since this principle of separation was first announced 
by the United States have served still more to satisfy the people of this coun¬ 
try of its wisdom and to fortify their resolution to maintain it, happen what 
may. 



narrow portions of Central America vastly important to the commercial 
world, and especially to the United States whose possessions, extending along 
the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, demand the speediest and the easiest modes 
of communication. While the just rights of sovereignty of the States, occu¬ 
pying this region should always be respected, we shall expect that these rights 
will be exercised in a spirit befitting the occasion, and the wants and circum¬ 
stances, that have arisen. Sovereignty has its duties, as well as its rights, 
and none of these local governments, even if administered with more regard 
to the just demands of other nations than they have been, would be permitted 
in a spirit of eastern isolation to close these gates of intercourse on the great 
highways of the world, and justify the act by the pretension that these 
avenues of trade and travel belong to them, and that they choose to shut 
them, or, what is almost equivalent, to encumber them with such unjust regu¬ 
lations, as would prevent their general use. The United States do not seek 
either the control or the exclusive use of these routes. They desire that the 
advantages should be equally common to all nations. Nor do they claim to 
interfere with the local governments in the determination of the questions 
connected with the opening of the routes, and with the persons with whom 
contracts may be made for that purpose. What they do desire, and mean 
to accomplish is that the great interests involved in this subject should not 
be sacrificed to any unworthy motive, but should be guarded from abuse, 
and that, when fair contracts are fairly entered into with American citizens, 
they should not be wantonly violated. Other nations will no doubt pursue 
the same course in relation to their citizens or subjects, who may have similar 
interests. 

But besides these general considerations, applicable to this subject, there 
are others which impose additional obligations upon these Isthmian Powers, 
and which bear with equal force upon their relations with other nations. 
Several of these Powers, and Nicaragua, especially, have in fact, by their 
public proceedings, invited the cooperation of the capital and industry and 
enterprize of the world in order to open these lines of communication. 
The citizens of the United States have contributed their full share towards 
the accomplishment of the enterprize, and this government intends to use 
the means in its power to protect them in the enjoyment of their rights. 
The good faith of Nicaragua has been committed, and large sums have been 
expended, looking to its faithful observance. 

A paper has recently appeared in the public Journals, to which I have al¬ 
ready referred, purporting to be a contract, between the governments—the 
Presidents rather—of Costa Rica and of Nicaragua, and Mr. Belly a French 
citizen and his associates, constituting a new canal route company, and pro- 
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ests and the interests of their citizens involved in the contracts for opening 
transit routes. So far as regards the action of Costa Rica, the President ad¬ 
heres to the views laid down in the instructions to our Special Agent Mr. 
Jonesp a copy of which has been communicated to those governments and 
also furnished to yourself. And the United States, while they interpose no 
objection to an amicable adjustment by those Republics of the question of 
their boundary line, will recognize no arrangement which interferes with the 
existing transit interests as insisted on in those instructions. 

The United States no more claim for their citizens an exclusive right to 
form contracts for opening these transit routes, than they claim for them the 
exclusive use of the routes, when the work is completed. Their construction 
is a fair object of competition for the citizens and subjects of all other Powers. 
The work is as open to M. Belly and his associates, as to any other enterpris¬ 
ing person. There are but two points connected with this matter which 
have any interest for the United States, or which would justify their inter¬ 
vention. The first is, that no contract with M. Belly, or with any one in¬ 
deed, should interfere with engagements previously existing with America 
citizens, but that all such engagements should be preserved inviolate; and 
the second is, that the regulations and conditions of the grant should be such 
as to render the routes free and safe to all Nations, but controlled by no one, 
and upon moderate and reasonable terms. It would be equally impolitic 
and unjust for these governments, in a desire to make those great undertak¬ 
ings profitable to themselves, without furnishing any contribution towards 
their construction, to levy onerous charges upon the persons and property 
destined to pass over them, and by this means interpose serious obstacles 
to their general use. These local Governments should look to the vast bene¬ 
fits which these enterprises will bring to the countries through which they 
pass, and not strive by excessive impositions to make them sources of reve¬ 
nue, and defeat by this ill judged measure the very object sought to be ob¬ 
tained. 

It is not necessary, that I should enter into a detailed examination of M. 
Belly’s contract. There are physical and financial obstacles, as well as 
political ones in the way of its execution, some of which can hardly be over¬ 
come. I shall therefore only advert to one of the provisions, rather with a 
view to the future proceedings of these governments than from any practical 
bearing it will have in this case. 

But previously to doing so I will bring to your notice one extraordinary 
stipulation which it could scarcely be expected would be acceptable to the 
United States, and which must have been entered into in the anticipations 
nf their obiections to it. Those objections are insurmountable. 


Nicaragua for the entire duration of the works. 

I am persuaded that this proposition will meet no favor from the French 
Government, and that its name has been introduced here unwarrantably and 
without its knowledge. The equality and security of these interoceanic 
routes constitute a great portion of their value to the world, and all commer¬ 
cial powers are interested in their maintenance. An exclusive right in one of 
these Powers to exercise a permanent armed intervention would give serious 
cause of dissatisfaction to all the others, and the United States freely avow 
their determination to oppose such a measure should the governments of 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua attempt to carry it into effect. 

But there are additional considerations applicable to this contract with M. 
Belly, and to other contracts for similar purposes, entered into by the gov¬ 
ernment of Nicaragua, which commend themselves to the attention of the 
government of the United States, and will not be disregarded. There are 
several American citizens who, with different interests, claimed to have 
formed engagements with the proper authorities of Nicaragua for opening 
and using the transit routes, with various stipulations, defining their privi¬ 
leges and duties, and some of these contracts have already been in operation. 
This government has neither the authority, nor the disposition to determine 
the conflicting interests of these claimants. But what it has the right to do, 
and what it is disposed to do, is to require, that the government of Nicaragua 
should act in good faith towards them, and should not arbitrarily and wrong¬ 
fully divest them of rights justly acquired and solemnly guaranteed. The 
United States believe it to be their duty, and they mean to execute it, to 
watch over the persons and property of their citizens visiting foreign coun¬ 
tries, and to intervene for their protection, when such action is justified by 
existing circumstances, and by the law of nations. Wherever their citizens 
may go thro’ the habitable globe, when they encounter injustice, they may 
appeal to the government of their country, and the appeal will be examined 
into, with a view to such action in their behalf as it may be proper to take. It is 
impossible to define in advance and with precision, those cases in which the 
N ational power may be exerted for their relief, or to what extent relief shall be 
afforded. Circumstances as they arise must prescribe the rule of action. 
In countries, where well defined and established laws are in operation, and 
where their administration is committed to able and independent Judges, 
cases will rarely occur, where such intervention will be necessary. But 
these elements of confidence and security are not everywhere found, 
and where that is unfortunately the case, the United States are called 
upon to be more vigilant in watching over their citizens, and to interpose 
efficiently for their protection, when they are subjected to tortious pro- 


in taking care that they are not wantonly violated, and the safe establishment 
of an interoceanic communication put to hazard or indefinitely postponed. 
The course of the government of Nicaragua with relation to these engage¬ 
ments contains nothing in it reassuring for the future. Contracts duly exe¬ 
cuted with all the forms of law, carrying with them important vested rights 
have been arbitrarily set aside by Executive decrees,—a mode of proceeding 
not recognized in the contracts themselves,—and without resorting to the 
action of Judicial tribunals. The facts in dispute have been unjustly as¬ 
sumed, and the hand of violence has been laid upon solemn engagements, 
which ought to have found their security in the good faith of the government. 
I am not aware, that in any case, has the forfeiture of a contract been de¬ 
clared in any other way than by an arbitrary executive decree. This is a 
state of things, to which no nation is bound to submit. It is vain to expect, 
that the means of men and money, required from other Nations for the exe¬ 
cution of these works will be furnished in the face of such manifestations of 
bad faith. Without confidence these great enterprises must fail, nor is it 
probable that one of them requiring a heavy outlay would now be undertaken 
and completed, without some surer guarantee for their protection, than would 
be furnished by the engagements of these Central American States. The 
danger of violation is too well known and appreciated to justify the expecta¬ 
tion of the investment of capital under such unpropitious circumstances. 

So long as a pecuniary object is supposed to furnish a motive for rescinding 
existing contracts and forming new ones, without any regard to vested rights, 
no progress will be made in the construction of canals, or of other permanent 
and expensive works for transportation. 

The United States acting in behalf of their citizens object to this system of 
confiscation, and they do not doubt, but that they will have the concurrence 
of all other Powers, who have similar interests in these vastly important 
measures. What the United States demand is that in all cases, where their 
citizens have entered into contracts with the proper Nicaraguan authorities, 
and questions have arisen or shall arise respecting the fidelity of their execu¬ 
tion, no declaration of forfeiture either past or to come shall possess any bind¬ 
ing force unless pronounced in conformity with the provisions of the contract, 
if there are any, or if there is no provision for that purpose, then unless there 
has been a fair and impartial investigation in such a manner as to satisfy the 
United States, that the proceeding has been just and that the decision ought 
to be submitted to. Without some security of this kind, this government 
will consider itself warranted whenever a proper case arises in interposing 


The course of the government of Nicaragua, with relation to the treaty- 
concluded by the Plenipotentiaries of that Republic and of the United States 
on the 16th. of November last, has given serious dissatisfaction to the Presi¬ 
dent. That Treaty, had it been ratified by both parties, would have provided 
for the satisfactory arrangement of all the unsettled questions between 
them. It was negotiated by Agents furnished with full powers, and on its 
reception in Nicaragua it met the approbation of the President, and was 
sent by him to the Constituent assembly for its ratification, and was constitu¬ 
tionally ratified by that body. The disposition since made of it is unknown 
to this government. It is known however that the just expectations of this 
Government have been disappointed, and that, too, under circumstances of 
the most unpleasant character. Assurances were more than once received 
from the Nicaraguan Minister here, and I am well persuaded he believed 
them, that the treaty had been ratified, and was already on its way to this 
Country by a special messenger, and you also were firmly persuaded by the 
circumstances you stated, that such had been the action of the Nicaraguan 
government. On the 28th. of March ^ you announced to this Department 
the ratification of the treaty, and on the 28th. of April ^ you reported that 
you had been led into error upon this subject. You explained the causes 
which had misled you, and certainly they were such as to justify the impres¬ 
sion they produced and to lead to the conviction that you were intentionally 
deceived. It is deeply to be regretted that the President of that Republic 
when he received your congratulations upon the ratification of the treaty, 
did not promptly and frankly point out to you your error, so that you might 
communicate the true condition of affairs to your own government. 

You refer to a conversation, which you had with the Minister of Foreign 
Relations, on the 26th. of May,® and during which he made representations, 
which it is difficult to reconcile with the proprieties belonging to his position, 
or with the facts themselves so far as these are known to this Department. 
At this interview as an excuse for the inaction of the Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment, he stated to you that certain amendments and modifications had been 
forwarded to Mr. Buchanan, and that as soon as Mr. Buchanan’s answer 
was received—^which he said would be in about eight days from that time— 
the government would be able to speak more definitely about its fate. This 
personal reference to the Chief Magistrate of a Country with the avowal 
that a correspondence had been opened with him by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of another government, is a procedure at once uncourteous and un¬ 
usual in the intercourse of Nations. But besides this objection, there is yet 

^See below, this volume, pt. 11, March 27, instead of "28,” 1858, doc. 1427. 
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account for the delays which have taken place and adds obviously to the 
responsibility of the government of Nicaragua. 

No explanation has been received from that government justifying or ex¬ 
tenuating its proceeding, nor is it known here, what is the present situation 
of the treaty, nor what disposition it is intended to make of it. Had it been 
duly ratified and exchanged, it would have removed all existing causes of 
complaint, and would have laid the foundation for the most amicable rela¬ 
tions and the most useful and active intercourse between the two Countries. 
The conduct of the government of Nicaragua has still more complicated 
those relations and placed the two countries in a critical position. 

This government however yet indulges the hope, that a returning sense of 
justice may induce the governments of Nicaragua and of Costa Rica to recog¬ 
nize their duties and to afford redress for the serious causes of complaint 
which the United States have urged. But it is proper they should both 
distinctly understand that the American people and government have 
yielded enough to the weakness of those republics, and without doing them 
injustice, they will now take care and do justice to themselves. Preparatory 
to such action as may be necessary, naval force will be stationed at San Juan 
del Norte, and also at San Juan del Sur, and at Realejo with orders to afford 
all necessary protection to the persons and property of American citizens, 
and the commanding officers will be directed to communicate with you and 
you will not fail to keep them advised upon all subjects, which may relate to 
the execution of the duties thus entrusted to them. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Josi de Irisarri, 
Guatemalan, Salvadoran, and Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, September 23, 1838. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. Yrisarri, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala, Salvador and 
Nicaragua, of the 21®.* instant,^ upon the supposed departure of William 
Walker for Aspinwall with the intention of again invading Central America, 
and requesting that measures may be adopted for preventing his landing in 
that Country. 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. ® See below, this volume, pt. n, doc. 1467. 



In reply, the Undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Yrisarri that 
General Instructions, as he is aware, have been issued by the President on 
the subject of such expeditions as that which Mr. Yrisarri seems to fear 
may have been organized by Gen'- Walker. Pursuant to Mr. Yrisarri’s 
suggestion, those instructions shall be renewed. There seems, however, 
to be great doubt whether Gen! Walker has really left the country, or whether 
an armed expedition for the invasion of Central America, is likely to attempt 
a landing there. No arrest, of course, can be made except in cases which fall 
within the law, which it is presumed Mr. Yrisarri will not question the Presi¬ 
dent has given ample proof of his disposition faithfully to execute. 

The Undersigned avails himself [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to General Maximo Jerez, 
Special Representative of Nicaragua to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 5, 1838. 

Sir: I have received your letter of yesterday,^ and have submitted it to 
the President, and I am instructed to inform you that the apology it contains 
for the offensive allegations, to which you have referred, against the United 
States is deemed sufficient and that it removes the difficulty, which till now 
has prevented your reception as the Envoy Extraordinary from Nicaragua. 
The President will receive you to-day at r o’clock for the presentation of 
your credentials. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ® 

Washington, October y, 1858. 

My dear Sir: I have received your note of the 29th. ultimo ^ with the ac¬ 
companying official papers of Guatemala and Salvador containing articles 
relative to the conduct of Nicaragua in relation to the Treaty between the 
* Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

_ Majdmo Jerez was sent to the United States by Nicaragua, on a special mission, to con- 
tinue the pending negotiation of a treaty. He presented his credentials on October s i8s8. 
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the occasion [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United, States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 25,1858. 

Sir : I have had the honor to receive your note of the 20th. instant ^ 
enquiring- as to the conclusion to -which this government may have come in 
regard to the treaty with Nicaragua signed on the i6th. of November, last. 
In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you that no communication in writing 
has been addressed to General Jerez on the subject, but that gentleman 
having exhibited his full powers, was orally informed that as they were not 
found sufficient to authorize him to exchange the ratification of the Treaty by 
Nicaragua for the ratification by the United States, unless the United States 
should agree substantially with the proposed amendments of Nicaragua, 
there seemed to be nothing further to be done in the matter. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Miraheau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 12 Washington, iVowgm&er 2, 15 * 55 . 

Sir : 11 is proper to advise you of the circumstances which have attended 
the reception here of General Maximo Jerez, as Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua, and of the precise aspect of the ques¬ 
tions which have been discussed with him. 

When General Jerez informally presented himself at the Department 
before his recognition, he was informed that as preliminary and essential 
thereto, this Government would require a full and unequivocal explanation 
and disavowal of the offensive language and imputations against the United 
States, contained in the Manifesto signed at Rivas on the i®.*- May last, by 
the Supreme Chiefs of the Republics of Nicaragua and Costa Rica;^ an apol¬ 
ogy in the name of the former State was accordingly made in terms which 


Jerez in his official character. 

On the following day General Jerez informed this Department that the 
main object of his mission related to the Treaty pending between the two 
Governments and that he was ready to go into that question whenever the 
Department thought proper. 

He was asked whether his Powers were sufficient to enable him to exchange 
the ratifications of the Treaty signed in this city on the i6th. November, 
last; and in reply he presented a copy of his powers which authorized him to 
“continue the pending negotiations in relation to that treaty in order that, 
should the modifications made by the assembly of Nicaragua on the 28 of 
June last, be adopted he can conclude said treaty definitively and exchange 
it in due form”; with this document ^ General Jerez submitted the modifica¬ 
tions referred to, with which you are doubtless familiar. He was informed 
that the United States could not reopen negotiations respecting the principles 
already settled in the Treaty, and would not accept these modifications. In 
the spirit of compromise this Government would assent to the 3 Article of the 
modifications, but to none other. If General Jerez had no authority to 
pursue any other course than that indicated by the proceedings of the Nica¬ 
raguan Assembly his mission, he was told might be considered at an end. 
On receiving this intimation the Minister of Nicaragua suggested that if time 
were allowed to enable him to transmit to his Government the views of that 
of the United States he might receive, in due season a satisfactory reply. 
No objection was made to this course, and Gen- Jerez was assured, that, if, 
before the President had decided upon the measures which should be adopted, 
the Treaty should be returned by Nicaragua in its original form; or if it 
should be returned in that shape even after those measures had been com¬ 
municated to Congress, the Treaty would be submitted to the Senate with 
a view to its ratification; but that this communication would not be delayed 
in order to afford further time for discussion or to await the result of delibera¬ 
tions in Nicaragua. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 

^See the note, from Jerez, of October 4, 1858, below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1471, and 
the reply of the State Department, of October 5, 1858, above, this part, doc. 1102. 

5 For the reply referred to, see below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1456, and for the proposed 
modifications, note 2, p. 702. 



No. 14 Washington, November 4, 1858. 

Sir : Your despatch N° 25 ^ announcing your arrival in Costa Rica and the 
friendly reception wjiich was extended to you by the Government of that 
Republic has been perused with much interest. It is especially gratifying 
to learn from you that His Excellency, the President of Costa Rica, had, in a 
spirit of frankness and independence which does him great honor, and 
promises the most auspicious results in the future relations of the two coun¬ 
ties, spontaneously and formally renounced the errors contained in the Rivas 
Manifesto of i®.*' May last,® in reference to this Government, and had ex¬ 
pressed. the full confidence which he entertains in the good faith and upright 
intentions of its Executive. The copy herewith enclosed of a recent Procla¬ 
mation of the President in reference to illegal expeditions against Central 
America will afford another proof, if it were necessary, of the sincerity of 
those sentiments which, in the name of this Government, you have expressed 
to the Presidents of Costa Rica and Nicaragua; and which, it is hoped, will 
not be disturbed b^'' a repetition of those unjust and offensive imputations of 
which we have had so much reason to complain. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


1107 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Josi de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States * 

Washington, November 8, 1838. 

Sir: I have noticed in the Journals of New York certain regulations pur¬ 
porting to have been issued and published upon the subject of passports 
for persons who may embark for Nicaragua. As this Department has heard 
nothing from you in relation to the matter, the authenticity of the regulations 
might be deemed questionable especially as it is presumed you are aware that 
it is usually deemed preferable for a diplomatic agent of a foreign power ac¬ 
credited to this government, to communicate with the public through the 
Department of State, I will consequently thank you for information on the 
subject; and I avail myself of the occasion [etc.]. 

1 Instructions, American States, vol. i 6 . * See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1470- 

^ See below, this volume, pt. ii, note 2, p. 692. ^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 



WASHINGTON, uvemuer o, 1030. 

Sir: The attention of the President has been called to a notice, signed by 
you officially, which has just appeared in some of the public Journals, warn¬ 
ing the public against purchasing tickets for passage to Nicaragua in the 
steamer Washington, about to leave New York, and alleging that the route 
across the Isthmus is not now in a condition for use. As no disavowal of 
this notice has appeared, I take it for granted that the publication is authen¬ 
tic, and under the circumstances, I am directed by the President to inform 
you that he has seen this course of procedure with regret, and to express the 
dissatisfaction it has caused him. The immunity granted to foreign Minis¬ 
ters by the Law of Nations exempts them from the municipal law of the 
country, to which they are accredited, and this consideration dictates the 
propriety of carefully abstaining from committing any injury against in¬ 
dividuals, who are thereby rendered unable to invoke the aid of the Judicial 
tribunals, in their efforts to procure justice. I am the more surprized at this 
publication because, tho’ you were recently in Washington and in communi¬ 
cation with this Department, you made no suggestion concerning it to me, 
and intimated no necessity whatever for any interference in the matter. 

A foreign Minister is intended to be the medium of communication be¬ 
tween his own government and the government to which he is accredited. 
If he possesses information important to the country to which he is sent 
bearing upon the rights and interests of its citizens, and involving questions of 
public concern, it is his duty to address himself to the government near which 
he resides,—leaving to it, to adopt such measures as it may think are called 
for by the public interest. This you have failed to do, and the President has 
therefore instructed me to inform you that your conduct in this respect has 
been unacceptable to this government. 

A copy of this note will be sent to the Minister of the United States in 
Nicaragua, with directions to lay it before the government of that country. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Lewis CcLSs, Secfetafy of State of the United States, to Geneval Mdxinto Jevez, 
Special Representative of Nicaragua to the United States 2 

Washington, November ly, 1838. 

Sir. W^hile the President concurs in the regret expressed in your note of 
the I2th. instant,® that you had not preferred the mode of addressing the 

^ Notes to Central Amerira, vol. . * Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

See below, this volume, pt. n, doc. 1476. 



fluenced by any want of respect for this government, and he does not antici¬ 
pate, therefore, that the proceeding will in any manner aifect the friendly 
relations of the United States with Nicaragua or its Ministers in this Country. 
I avail [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Antonio Jose de Irisarri, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November 17, 1838. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the nth. 
instant ^ explanatory of the circumstances under which you felt yourself 
obliged to publish a regulation of internal police of Nicaragua, addressed to 
citizens of the United States without previous consultation with this 
Department. 

Altho’ it is deemed preferable that notices from Foreign Governments 
intended for the information of citizens of the United States should be made 
thro’ the medium of this Department it has not been thought, that, in adopt¬ 
ing a different course you were prompted by any considerations unworthy of 
your relations with this Government or of the most profound respect towards 
it, on your part. 

It gives me pleasure therefore to accept as entirely satisfactory the ex¬ 
planations contained in your note of the nth instant, and to avail [etc.]. 


1111 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ® 

No. 17. Confidential Washington, December i, 1858. 

Sir: I enclose herewith copies of the memoranda of conversations with 
Lord Napier and M. de Sartiges.^ They will disclose to you the course of 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. ^See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1475. 

’ Instructions, American States, vol. 16. 

‘ These memoranda follow: 

November 8,1838. 

Lord Napier informed me, by direction of his government, that orders had been 
given to the English naval force in Central America to prevent the landing of filibusters 
in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, if requested to do so, by the government of those States. 
And also to prevent their landing upon any part of the Mosquito Coast or at Grey- 
town, without any application for that purpose from any local authority. He also 
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proceeding in Central America which the governments of France and Eng¬ 
land propose to adopt and also the serious objections which are entertained 
by this government to the measure. I make this communication, not only 
for your own information, but also, that in conservation with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua and Costa Rica you may be able to advise 
them of the views of the United States upon this subject, and of the position 
they have taken. I trust that no foreign force will be landed in those Re¬ 
publics, for such a measure would be sure to complicate still more the exist¬ 
ing difficulties in Central America. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 


November g, 1838. 

The same subject renewed, when I stated to his Lordship the objections of this 
government to the design of the British government to land forces in any part of 
Central America. I told him also, that there were two decisive objections to the 
measure. 

1. That it would be a palpable violation of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, and would be 
the exercise of dominion in that region, and 

2. That it would be sure to add serious complication to the difficulties already 
existmg with England on the subject of that treaty, and would excite a very strong 
feeling in this Country. Indeed it might be attended with the most serious conse¬ 
quences to the relations of the two Countries. 

Lord Napier maintained the right of the British government to take this measure, 
tho’ he agreed that it might be productive of injurious consequences. He stated that 
he had no authority in the matter but that he would report the representations I had 
made to Lord Malmesbury. He avowed his conviction, however, that his govern¬ 
ment wmuld inflexibly adhere to the design, as they felt it necessary to afford protec¬ 
tion to Sir W. Gore Ousely, while conducting negotiations with which he had been 
charged in that quarter. And that this was important to us as well as to England as 
their object was to make a fair and just treaty, which if effected would go far towards 
the settlement of the Central American difficulties. 

November 21, 1858. 

M. de Sartiges called to inform me that he had just received a letter from Count 
Walewski, who informed him, that the British government had applied to the French 
government to send some armed vessels to St. Juan del Norte, with orders to land 
forces, if asked to do so by the government of Nicaragua, to defeat the projects of the 
filibusters. The government of France had assented to this application, and had or¬ 
dered a naval force there, but M. de Sartiges considered the measure as intended 
rather as a demonstration, than with a view to actual interference. 

I told_ M. de Sartiges, that I much regretted the course, which the French government 
had indicated. That it would excite much feeling in this country, and might still more 
cornplicate the existing difficulties in that region. That this government was doing 
all in its power to prevent the departure of unlawful warlike expeditions for Nicaragua, 
and hoped to succeed. That Lord Napier had informed me, a similar measure had been 
adopted by the British government, and I had explained to his Lordship the serious 
objections to it, which were entertained by the United States, arising not only out of 
general considerations, connected with the condition of the Isthmian States, and the 
peculiar interest the United States had in their progress and condition, but out of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, which would be violated by such a proceeding on the part of 
Great Britain. 

I remarked to M. de Sartiges, that the United States would regret to learn that any 
concerted arrangements have been agreed on by Great Britain and France, in relation 
to those regions. That tho’ France was no party to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, nor 


Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 20 Washington, March 4,185g. 

Sir: Your despatches to N- 39 ^ inclusive have been received. 

In the interviews reported in your last despatch dated 29 January, be¬ 
tween President Martinez and yourself, and between Mr, Cortez and your¬ 
self, you truly expressed the views and wishes of your Government, in respect 
both to the policy of the United States towards Central America and the 
transit routes, and the manner in which this policy has been met by Nicara¬ 
gua. The failure of the Nicaraguan Government to ratify the Cass-Irisarri 
treaty, in time to permit the President to submit it to the Senate at its pres¬ 
ent session, has been learned by this Government with the greatest surprise 
and disappointment. That treaty was negotiated in November 1857, was 
ratified by the Nicaraguan Congress in the month of June following, was 
detained under circumstances of the most extraordinary character by Presi¬ 
dent Martinez, was permitted to be modified by General Jerez in order to 
meet the wishes of Nicaragua, and was then returned to Managua for its 
formal approval by the Nicaraguan Government, which the Nicaraguan 
Minister here assured us would no longer be withheld. We are now in¬ 
formed, however, not only that the Cass-Irisarri treaty has not been ratified, 
—but that a treaty of a similar character has been negotiated between 
Nicaragua and Great Britain, and has been given precedence to our own in 
the Nicaraguan Congress where it is likely to be adopted. This treaty, 
moreover, while similar, in its general provisions, to the Cass-Irisarri treaty is 
found to contain certain stipulations which could not be admitted into the 
American convention. Yet it seems to be intended that the latter treaty 
shall conform to the British treaty, and shall thus be again practically re¬ 
jected by Nicaragua. I need not inform you that these proceedings, on the 
part of Nicaragua, have been viewed with serious dissatisfaction by the 
President, and that, if this course of conduct towards the United States 
continues to be pursued, it cannot fail to lead to the most painful conse¬ 
quences. It is earnestly hoped that, before this despatch shall reach you, 
the Cass-Irisarri treaty will have been confirmed without any other modifica¬ 
tion than that which has been assented to by this Government- The provi¬ 
sion which is contained in the article of the British treaty N^ 22, as trans¬ 
mitted by you, which requires the United States to prevent the fitting out of 
armed expeditions within our borders to operate against Nicaragua, or to 


would take place, for if it did it would produce great excitement in this country, and 
could not fail to call for the attention of the government. I requested M. de Sartiges 
to communicate these views to Count Walewski and also to express the hope that the 



render assistance to any political party in that Republic, cannot be assented 
to by this Government. A similar proposal was rejected by the United 
States when the Cass-Irisarri treaty was negotiated, and was again rejected 
when proposed by General Jerez as an additional article to the treaty. It 
involves an offensive doubt whether this Government will continue to exe¬ 
cute in good faith the neutrality laws of the United States,, although such 
laws have been in existence since the administration of Washington, and have 
always been scrupulously enforced. In respect to Great Britain, the pro*- 
vision is obviously unnecessary, because there are no British dominions in 
which such expeditions as the article refers to are likely to be set on foot, and 
equally unnecessary is it in reference to the United States, since our own 
laws provide for the very difficulty indicated, and are always likely to be 
faithfully enforced. An agreement by this Government with a foreign 
nation that it will execute its own laws, would at all times be inadmissible, 
but it is especially so under the circumstances of the present case. You will 
so inform the Government of Nicaragua, and you will repeat to them the 
earnest hope of the President that the Cass-Irisarri treaty will be immediately 
ratified, without any further modification than that already assented to by 
the United States, if this ratification shall not already have taken place 
when you receive this despatch. Any further delay of the treaty, or its 
ratification with the unacceptable provision already referred to, will make it 
necessary to consider the question whether our diplomatic relations with 
Nicaragua shall not be at once discontinued. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 22 Washington, April i, iSfp. 

Sir: Your despatches to N° of the 26*.’^ February^ have been received. 
The President deeply regrets your inability to report a more satisfactory 
condition of affairs in Nicaragua, than that which is described in these 
letters. While your information is neither very full, nor very explicit, it 
leads to conclusions of the most unfavorable character. From your ac¬ 
counts, and such other sources of intelligence as are open to us, it appears that 
a treaty of commerce and transit has been concluded by Sir William Gore 
OuseI[e]y with the Nicaraguan Government which, before this time, has doubt¬ 
less been confirmed by the Nicaraguan Congress. The orovisions of this 
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which if added to the Convention with the United States, would render that 
Convention wholly unacceptable to this Government. It appears, more¬ 
over, that no treaty, so far as you are aware, has yet been concluded by Sir 
William Gore Ouseley for the abandonment by Great Britain of the Mos¬ 
quito Protectorate, and that the Cass-Irisarri treaty has wholly failed to re¬ 
ceive the consideration of the Nicaraguan Congress. This state of affairs 
in Nicaragua could not fail to occasion great surprise to this Government. 
When Sir Wdlliam Gore Ouseley reached his destination in Central America, 
the purposes of his mission had been frankly explained to this Government 
by the Government of Great Britain. We had been assured that he was in¬ 
structed to surrender the Mosquito Protectorate to Nicaragua upon terms 
and conditions which had been substantially approved by the American 
Senate in the Dallas-Clarendon convention of 17 October, 1856,’^ and which 
this Government was still willing to accept. It was, also, understood that 
the two Governments of the United States and Great Britain were fully in 
accord with respect to the principles and policy which should regulate the 
inter-oceanic transits in Central America, and that the Cass-Irisarri treaty, as 
representing these principles and this policy, was in no respect unacceptable 
to the British Government. It was confidently expected, therefore, that 
in a brief period after the arrival of the Special Minister of Great Britain in 
Nicaragua, the abandonment of the protectorate to that Republic would be 
effectually concluded, and that immediately upon the assembling of the 
Nicaraguan Congress, the Cass-Irisarri treaty would be ratified by that 
body, and transmitted, regularly approved, to the United States. Other 
treaties, framed upon this example, it was expected, would be concluded with 
Great Britain and such other leading powers of Europe as might feel an 
interest in the freedom and neutrality of the Nicaraguan transit. In these 
expectations, as you are well aware, the Government of the United States 
has been wholly disappointed. The Mosquito Protectorate has not yet 
been abandoned, but negotiations upon the subjects of commerce and the 
transit have had that precedence between Great Britain and Nicaragua, 
which, it was supposed, would necessarily be claimed by the Nicaraguan 
government for the subject of the protectorate. 

The Cass-Irisarri treaty has not been ratified, but its consideration has 
been postponed to Conventions of a similar character with other nations, 
and there is now reason to believe that it will either not be ratified at all, or 
ratified with such amendments as this Government would never think of 
approving. Considering that this Treaty was negotiated as long ago as 
November 1857, that it was ratified by the Nicaraguan Congress, but de- 

PrA£:ir1<ani- whn fransmittfid if to ConcreSS. 


amendment of the Convention have since been yielded to by the United 
States and that this Government was confidently assured by the Nicarag-uan 
Minister in Washington that no further opposition would be made to it at 
Managua, the recent conduct of the Nicaraguan Government in relation to 
it admits of no explanation consistent either with the good faith of Nicaragua 
or the respect due to the United States. 

To complicate still further the relations of the two countries, and to 
indicate the continued inattention of Nicaragua to the rights of this Govern¬ 
ment and its citizens, information has this day been received from San Juan 
del Norte, that on the 12th. ultimo, the officers of Nicaragua, by direction of 
its Government, entered forcibly on board the steamers of an. American 
transit Company, which were then peaceably employed on the San Juan 
river, and without justifiable cause or due process of law, seized and took 
possession of said steamers, placed in duress the agents having them in 
charge, hoisted over them the Nicaraguan flag, and still holds them under 
the care and authority of Nicaragua. From the information which this 
Government has received this act is regarded as a serious aggression and 
you will communicate to the Government of Nicaragua the firm expectation 
of the Government of the United States that the boats will be immediately 
restored, and the parties injured placed in the position they occupeid before 
the seizure took place. The redress for the injury already sustained will be 
the subject of future consideration. It is not my intention at this time to 
enter into a detailed explanation of the views of this Government in respect 
to the freedom and safety of the transit routes of Nicaragua, or the claims of 
those companies who assert exclusive rights to use them. These views were 
fully stated in my despatch to you of July 25th. 1858,^ and have not since 
been changed. In due time, and under proper circumstances, they will not 
fail to be enforced. I write this despatch only to communicate to you the 
necessary instructions of the President for your own guidance under the 
circumstances in which you are now placed. If, upon receipt of this de¬ 
spatch, the Nicaraguan Congress shall have adjourned without ratifying the 
Cass-Irisarri treaty, or shall have only ratified it with the obnoxious addi¬ 
tional article on the subject of neutrality, a copy of which was transmitted 
in your communication N^ 39 of the 29th. January last,^ or if the Congress 
still being in session, the Cass-Irisarri treaty shall not be ratified without 
this obnoxious article within two weeks after you shall have received this 
letter, you will at once demand your passports and return home. Should 
Congress be in session, you may inform the Nicaraguan Government of the 
circumstances under which alone you are authorized to remain in the Coun¬ 
try beyond the time indicated, and should these circumstances fail to take 


place, you will then, before taking your departure communicate a copy of 
this despatch to that Government and to Sir William Ouseley. You will, 
also, inform the Government of Nicaragua that unless the whole course of 
that government towards the United States is at once changed, and reason¬ 
able redress made for the injuries done by its authority to the rights of our 
citizens, whether of person or of property, according to the views laid down 
in my letter to you of July 25, 1858,^ and by you communicated to the Nica¬ 
raguan government, the President will regard all peaceful negotiations with 
Nicaragua as at an end, and will recommend to Congress to seek redress by 
force. In the meantime, a sufficient naval force will cruise in the vicinity 
of Nicaragua, with orders to render all necessary and proper protection to the 
property and citizens of the United States in that quarter. On this subject 
I enclose to you a copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to the 
Secretary of the Navy.^ Before leaving Nicaragua you will inform the Gov¬ 
ernment of Costa Rica by letter that, in consequence of the course pursued 
by Nicaragua, your mission has been terminated, and that you are instructed 
by your government to return to the United States. Any communication 
which the Government of Costa Rica may desire to make to the Government 
of the United States will be received thro’ the Costa Rican Minister in 
Washington. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

P.S .—April 2 

Since the foregoing despatch was written, your N° 41 of March 4th.,® with 
its accompanying papers, has been received. 

Among these papers is the note of Mr. Zeledon, of February 25thin¬ 
forming you of the ratification by the Nicaraguan Congress of a treaty of 
commerce and transit with Great Britain communicating to you a copy of 
the treaty, and expressing the hope that you were authorized to conclude a 
similar treaty with Nicaragua or, if not so authorized, that you would so 
inform your government, with the view to obtain such power at an early day. 
After all that has occurred between the two Governments on the subject of 
the Cass-Irisarri treaty, this inquiry concerning the basis of a new Conven¬ 
tion, is nothing less than an insult to the honor and dignity of the United 
States. It was due to this government that the Cass-Irisarri treaty should 
have been ratified immediately on the assembling of the chambers, and should 
have had precedence of all other treaties of a similar character. Even had 
any amendments been found desirable, consistently with its general purposes, 
they should have been frankly provided for in that Convention, which would 
have thus had its proper place as the first and leading treaty on the subject 


and as the only substitute which Nicaragua is willing to approve. The 
views of your government on the subject of the amendments embraced in 
the Ouseley and Zeledon treaty have been already communicated to you in 
my despatch of 4th. ultimo ^ a duplicate of which is, for fear of accidents, 
enclosed herewith. You will, of course, understand that the proposal of 
Mr. Zeledon is wholly inadmissible, and you will proceed under the in¬ 
structions contained in the preceding despatch. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Miraheau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 


No. 24 


Washington, April 4, i8sq. 


Sir: Referring to Article N“ 22 of the Ouseley-Zeledon Convention, of 
which a copy is contained in your despatch N“ 39, of the 29th. January last,® 
you will observe that the Gov^ of the United States objects chiefly to the 
latter clause of this article which imposes upon this Government the obliga¬ 
tion to execute its own neutrality laws. The former portion of the Article, 
which requires the United States to await the consent or application of 
Nicaragua before landing troops to protect the transit, except in cases of 
unforeseen or imminent danger to the lives and property of British subjects 
[American Citizens] might not of itself have proved an insurmountable 
barrier to the success of the treaty. The latter clause, however, is wholly 
inadmissible, and it is this clause to which reference is made in your in¬ 
structions of the I instant.^ 

I wish, also, to call your attention to the despatch to you from this De¬ 
partment N- 12, dated November 2?^ 1858,^ in which you are informed that 
one of the modifications submitted by the Assembly of Nicaragua, on the 
28th. June to the Cass-Irisarri Treaty would not be refused by this Govern¬ 
ment. The modification there referred to—may be numbered differently 
in different copies of the modifications, tho’ there is no difficulty about the 
subject of it. It was intended to prevent this Government from conveying 
troops and munitions of war, without the consent of Nicaragua, over the 
Nicaraguan transit, when such troops and munitions were destined to, and 
intended to be used against nations friendly to Nicaragua, or to and against 
the Hispano American Republics. The right to convey troops and muni¬ 
tions, over such transit, for any point in the territory of the United States, 


^ See above, this part, doc. 1112. 

* See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1481. 


® Instructions, American States, vol. 16. 
*See above, this oart. doc. tto?. 



the Article is correctly referred to by its number in my despatch of November 
2".*^. According to the copy of the modifications on file in this Department, 
the article which was intended to be acquiesced in, was a part of the 2".^^ 
Article. I make this renewed reference to it, in order that no possible 
uncertainty on the subject may lead you into error, altho’ the views of this 
Government in relation to it, are, doubtless, understood already, both by 
yourself and the Nicaraguan Government, to whose Minister, General 
Jerez, they were clearly made known when the proposed modifications were 
first presented by him to this Government, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Miraheau B. Lamar, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 25 Washington, ikfoyj, icS’i'p. 

Sir; Your despatches to N° 47,^ inclusive, together with the Treaty re¬ 
ferred to in N“ 43 ^ have been received. 

The President fully appreciates the patriotic motives which led you to 
negotiate this treaty without special instructions for that purpose, and in 
nearly all its provisions the treaty meets with his approbation. Had the 
last clause of the XVI article been omitted, it is probable that he would 
not hesitate to approve the entire Convention, and to send it to the Senate 
for ratification. This clause, tho’ less objectionable in its character than 
the similar provision in the Zeledon-Ousely [Ouseley] treaty, is still unac¬ 
ceptable to this Government. The objections to it have been heretofore 
explained to you, and need not be repeated now. It is deemed proper, 
however, to advise you that, it is with reference to this clause, that the treaty 
is still held under consideration by the President, altho’ he has an anxious 
desire to terminate all the existing subjects of difference with Nicaragua. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to General Mdximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, May 5, 1859. 

The Undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of General Maximo Jerez, Envoy 






Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua of the 2^ instantd 
expressing his objections to the negotiation, by this Government, of any 
contract for the transportation of the mails of the United States across the 
territory of Nicaragua, by the “Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company,” 
on the ground that said company had totally failed to perform their stipu¬ 
lated undertakings, altho’ the Government of Nicaragua had extended the 
time originally granted, that the grants to the company had been annulled 
by the Congress of the Republic, and that any such recognition of the com¬ 
pany as is implied in a postal arrangement with it by this Government would 
lend to it considerable assistance in carrying on its pretensions, notwith¬ 
standing the complete forfeiture of its privileges and rights consequent upon 
its failure to perform its duties. 

In reply the Undersigned feels called on simply to reiterate the doctrine 
which has been made public in the despatch which he addressed to Gen- 
Lamar, on the 25th. July 1858,^ on the subject, and which is embraced sub¬ 
stantially in the following sentences:— 

“Nor do they [the United States] claim to interfere with the local govern¬ 
ments in the determination of the questions connected with the opening of 
the routes, and with the persons with whom contracts may be made for that 
purpose. What they do desire, and mean to accomplish is that the great 
interests involved in this subject should not be sacrificed to any unworthy 
motive, but should be guarded from abuse, and that, when fair contracts 
are fairly entered into with American citizens, they should not be wantonly 
violated.” And again:—“There are several American citizens who, with 
different interests, claim to have formed engagements with the proper au¬ 
thorities of Nicaragua for opening and using the transit routes, with various 
stipulations, defining their privileges and duties, and some of these con¬ 
tracts have already been in operation. This government has neither the 
authority, nor the disposition to determine the conflicting interests of these 
claimants.—But what it has the right to do, and what it is disposed to do, 
is to require, that the government of Nicaragua should act in good faith 
towards them, and should not arbitrarily and wrongfully divest them of 
rights justly acquired and solemnly guaranteed.” 

Where one of the parties to a contract proceeds by an arbitrary act to 
annul it, on the ground that the other party has failed to comply with its 
conditions, and by a process, which precludes any investigation, the plainest 
principles of justice are violated. What the United States require is not 
that their citizens should be maintained in rights they have forfeited, but 
that they should not be deprived of rights, derived from the government of 
Isicaragua without a fair examination by an impartial tribunal. 



Lewis Lass, s:>ecretary oj otate oj the umted sitates, to uenerai Maximo Jerez, 
Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ’ 

Washington, May 26, 18^9. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the i6th. instant,^ I have to inform you, 
that the President considers the stipulations of the treaty entered into on the 
16th. November 1857, by the Commissioners of the United States and of 
Nicaragua, with full powers so to do, just and mutually beneficial to the 
parties. Pie thinks that treaty should have been ratified by Nicaragua, 
without hesitation, and also, that the course of the government of that re¬ 
public in the delays that took place, and in the other objectionable circum¬ 
stances attending its action gave just cause of offence to the United States. 
And this conviction was still farther strengthened by the rejection of that 
treaty and by the substitution of another without the knowledge of this 
government. The provisions of the former were more acceptable to the 
President than those of the latter, and with one exception he considers the 
changes made unnecessary, in fact injurious. But notwithstanding these 
objections, the President is very desirous to terminate all the difficulties 
between the two Republics, and to establish the most friendly relations 
between them. And with this view, and to give to the government of 
Nicaragua a satisfactory proof of the kind feelings of this Country, he is 
willing to submit to the consideration of the Senate the treaty negotiated 
on the i6th. March, last, if one alteration is made in its stipulations. It is 
provided in the i6th. Article, that “The United States agree to use all legal 
means and reasonable vigilance to prevent the formation, within their terri¬ 
tories, of hostile expeditions destined for those of the Republic of Nicaragua.’’ 

The government of the United States will consent to the insertion of no 
such provision in any treaty into which they may enter. They consider the 
proposition itself offensive. They choose to judge what laws they will pass 
and how these shall be administered without the intervention of any foreign 
Power. The retention of this clause in the treaty will ensure its rejection 
by the United States. Its omission, as I have indicated, will be followed 
by the favorable action of the President. 

It is proper, however, to inform you, that if in any treaty that may be 
negotiated between Great Britain and Nicaragua, any more favorable 
stipulation respecting the employment of military force to protect the routes 
is admitted than is provided for in the treaty negotiated on the i6th. March, 
last, then the United States will require, that the same stipulations shall be 
inserted in the last mentioned treaty. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to A ntonio Josi de h isarrl, 

Nicaraguan, Salvadoran and Guatemahm Munster to the I niled .'states ‘ 

Private and Confidential \VAsmN(;T()N. ,l/</v •• 

My DEAR Sir: I have just received your private and eonlidenlial letter ol 
the 15th. instant^ and hasten to inform you that tliis I )ej)artmeat has re¬ 
ceived information, that the British {’■overnnieiit is dissatislied witli the )u‘o- 
ceedings of Sir William Gore Guseley in negotiatiiii-’, tlu* ti'ealy he recently 
concluded with the government of Nicaragua, and also disaj>pro\'es o( .some 
of the modifications, he introduced into that instrument. I he tre.ity has 
been returned to Sir William Gore Ou.s(‘l(‘y and he has been insli'iicled to 
enter into another negotiation for the purpos(‘ of i)roviding at the s;une time 
for the relinquishment of the Mosquito Proteciorate and lor the rei'iilalifui 
of Commercial matters and the tran.sit routcy and for anmilline, the ehatiges 
he introduced and which are unacceptable to the British g.o\‘ei nment. I 
have reason to believe that a treaty, in all n'spt'cts similar to the one entei'ctl 
into by you and myself would have been ratified by the ( abinet at 1 ondon. 
I am, Dear Sir, [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the. United Stales, to lUniitry, 

United States Mmistcr Resident to Nicaragua ami t'osta Rita ^ 

llCXTKACT] 

No. 2 Washincton, .1 mpev/ iSyo- 

Sir: The commercial relations between tlu* lhiit(‘d .States ami Co.st.i Rica 
are regulated by the Treaty of loth. July 1H51, a coj)y of whirli you will 
herewith receive.® Our political relations with that Ke(niblic ha\a* of late 
years been made interesting by events wliic-h arc* well known to yoti and 
particularly by its pretension to control the tran.sit betwet'ii the .Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans by the way of the Nicaragua rivc'r and 1 ,akc*. 'Phese prc'tc'U- 
sions, as you are aware, are based uiion (*Iaims to jurisdiction over tc-rritoi'y 
which is, and probably with more justice*, claimed by Nicaraipia. Without 
discussing, however, the merits of these coullicting <*laim.s, the I Inited States 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

^ The full date was not given in the file copy of (liiH note, 

“ See below, this volume, pt. ir, doc. 1503. 

* Instructions, American States, vol. 16. 

Alexander Dimitrv. of T 
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clfiu' the ri^ht of ('osta Rica and Nu’cirai^ua or either of tluan to elose or un- 
r<‘asonal)ly ol)siniet the transit routes refiM'rc'd to. 'This diMnal is not oe- 
i-asion(‘(l hy any intention or disposition on our part t'itln'r to monopolize or 
to ol)tain any e\rlusi\‘e advanta^t's in respinh to tluit transit, notwithstand- 
inj» tht' deep intt*rest wa" possess in its [u'ospiM'ity and cmliri‘ frts'doni. What 
we demand for ourselves we (h'mand e(jiially for tlu' world. Blit althougli 
th(‘ sparsely pt‘o[iled t'cninlry within who.s(‘ limits that important g’**-**': l)e- 
Iween the two oeisins ha[>i>ens to ht' placH'd, eannot. reasonably be. allowed to 
close it, >-e( tlu* fuiwei' to adopt just and (*(]iiitabl(* nusisua's to iiijiintain it, 
and to seeiirt* tlu* passage aj»ainst vioU*ne(* and otlu‘r im{)rop(*r ('ondiu't, is 
due t{» the rij,dits ttf tlu* soveri‘i^ii States establislu'd tlu'iau 

'This policy h:is Kov(*rne<l 11s in our nef^oliations with .Nic'araKini on tlu* 
subj(*ct, as is shown by tluMliscussions that hav(i tak(‘n [)la('(*, and also by the 
articles of our pending*' treaty with that Re[)ubUc, whic'li r(‘lat(* to it. As 
your i)r(‘dect'ssor w:ts directed to withdraw from Nlcaraj;iia and return home* 
in c'ons(*qiU'nce of tlu* vtu'illation if not the bad faith of the Nlcara}.tuan ^ov- 
ernnu*nt with rt*f(‘renct‘ to that tr(*:ity,' you will not prt‘st*nt youi’credentials 
then* until you shall asci'rtain that it has been ratilieil. 

'The advanta.nes which have hen‘tofore accrued to tho.st* of our citiz(‘ns who 
enjoyt'd th<* e.vclusive privili*^!* of carryint*' pass<‘nit(*rs b(*tw('(*ti (he two 
(u-eatis by tlu* route indii'ated, luive made* that priviU'jy* a. malt<‘r of (‘ayer 
competition. 'I’he [lassuKc is now su,spend(*d and this Departnu'ut has not 
tlu* means of determining’ evu'n if it had tlu* rl}>'ht, what ('omj)any, if ujiy is 
entitled toil, under coutra<‘t with the Nicaratpian j^overnment. 'riiis (Coun¬ 
try has no other interest in tlu* subje('t than that gooii faith should b(* ju'e- 
served and the rou(<* be kejit open and {‘iru-ienlly maintaiiu'd upon r<*asonable 
t(‘rins and conditions. We do not und<*r(ak(* (o juthy* b(*tw(‘('n tlu? rival 
candidates urging their claims as granl<‘i*s of the .Slati* of Nicaragua, but \vv 
ask justice for all of them, aiul wt* (*annot p(*rmit conlrat'ts fairly (*iit(‘n‘(l into 
to b(' made void by the mer(’ arbitrary at'l of oiu* of the |)artii'S. 'rhe <'slab- 
lislu'd views of your Clovernnu'ut on this subject, ar<‘ fully set forth in my 
h'ttt'i's to (ieid Lamar of 2".'' January, and of 25 July ('opies of which 

you hav<* aht'ady n‘(H*ivc(l. Von will us<‘ your Ix'st t‘iTorls to <‘arry into <'lf('cl. 
tlu* instructions contained in those* letters unless sub.seejuent einamistaiu'es 
have* n'lulere'd tlu'in inujiplieablt*. 

In n‘})eated conversati«»ns with Cieneral J(‘r(*z, tlu* late Ministe'r of Niea- 
rat»uii to thi.s (’ounfry, I look oee’asion to inform him (hat this (iovernnuml 
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be no objection on the part of his Government to this course, but that, on 
the contrary, it would be desirous to render any aid in its powei, to make it 
wholly successful. I trust that in these replies Geneial Jeicz coiiectly 
stated the views of the Nicaraguan government, and that the authorities 
there will be instructed to facilitate, as far as possible, the transmission 
through that Country, of the mails of the United States. 

Inasmuch, however, as a contract for their transmission by the Nicaraguan 
route has now been completed by the Post office Department, and will soon 
be put into practical operation, I think it proper you should communicate 
this fact to the Government of Nicaragua, in order that no misapprehension 
may exist on the subject, and no interruption which can be avoided may 
occur upon the passage. The person with whom the contract has been 
made, is Mr. Daniel H. Johnson of New York, and the service is to commence 
on the first day of October next. It is a part of the arrangement with the 
contractor that the mails shall have all necessary protection on their way to 
the Pacific. It is hoped that the transit will be found sufficiently secure 
under the protection of the Nicaraguan authorities, but should this hope 
prove fallacious, this Government will be obliged to provide the additional 
aid which may be found requisite. 

The President had indulged the expectation, that the government of 
Nicaragua was disposed to deal fairly and impartially with the grcive in¬ 
terests involved in this passage from Ocean to Ocean. But within a few 
days this Department has been put in possession of a decree issued by the 
President of that Republic, which has shaken the confidence of this govern¬ 
ment in the Nicaraguan authorities, and which will need much explanation 
before that confidence can be restored. And unfortunately the impression 
first produced upon the receipt of the decree has been confirmed by in¬ 
formation which has reached here to-day and which discloses proceedings 
on the part of those authorities irreconciliable with their previous solemn 
assurances, as well as with our just expectations. 

The decree of the Congress of Nicaragua of March 24, 1859, contained a 
declaration purporting to annul what is known, as the Stebbins contract. 
The objections of this government to such a high handed act in violation of 
the principles of justice are known to the government of Nicaragua and we 
peremptorily deny the validity of this decree of confiscation. With this 
exception, the legislative decree professing to provide for the security of the 
freedom and equality of the communication, had it provided also the pro¬ 
tection of vested rights would have been commendable in itself and alto- 



and unreasonable regulations inconsistent with the authority by virtue of 
which he assumed to act, and destructive of the freedom and equality of the 
routes; and I may add incompatible with the rights and interests of the 
United States. A copy of each of these decrees is enclosed herewith— 
(A & B).i 

Should the pending treaty between the United States and Nicaragua be 
ratified by the proper authorities of both of these Republics, this government 
will of course claim the faithful observance of all the stipulations it contains, 
concerning those lines of communication. The right of Nicaragua to estab¬ 
lish and regulate the routes, is recognized in the treaty and the limitations 
necessary to prevent its abuse were agreed to by the parties. It was hoped 
and expected, that thereafter the difficulties, which had so often threatened 
the most serious consequences to the two States, would be prevented by an 
honest and open policy, which would secure to all nations the equal and un¬ 
obstructed use of these routes without burdensome restrictions. 

When, therefore, Genl Jerez informed this government that Nicaragua 
was prepared to abandon the system of exclusive grants and to substitute 
in their stead a plan of general competition, the proposition was regarded 
with much favor, and our concurrence in the measure was readily engaged 
upon the principles I have already stated. The anti-monopoly decree of the 
Congress of Nicaragua, as soon as it was known here, was looked upon as the 
confirmation of the assurance we had received, and as the inauguration of a 
new and better plan of operations. But this expectation was shown to be 
illusory, when the decree of the President, with its arbitrary and oppressive 
regulations reached this Department. After gravely announcing, that the 
transit from Ocean to Ocean is free to all the nations of the world, that in¬ 
strument declares, that “Passengers and merchandise shall only be con¬ 
veyed by companies or by individuals, who may obtain a patent from the 
government.’’ And what is the object of this extraordinary requisition? 
The patent or grant or permission becomes a necessary preliminary to the 
commencement of the business of transportation. Is it a right which each 
individual or company may demand, or is it a favor to be granted or refused 
at the will of the Nicaraguan authorities? If the latter position is to be 
assumed in what respect will the freedom or equality of the roads, which 
was promised by the Congress, be better provided for, or their use rendered 
more advantageous to commercial nations, by this professed change in the 
control of the government? Heretofore these routes could only be estab¬ 
lished by public grants, and hereafter a public grant will be equally necessary 
for the same purpose. It is hazarding little to anticipate, that a pecuniary 
consideration will be required in each case, for the issuing of a patent, tho’ 



upon their lace enumerate the terms to which all applicants must conlorm. 

If, on the other hand, the patent may be demanded by every one as a 
matter of right the object of his Executive decree is equally inexplicable. 
In practice it could not fail to be a vexatious interruption uncompensated by 
a single advantage. No bond is required nor any security by which a 
guarantee would be furnished for the proper conduct of the applicant. In 
that respect whether his patent is a right or a favor, he is left to the requisi¬ 
tions of the decree and his responsibility rests upon the validity of that in¬ 
strument and upon his own conduct, and is just as well secured without a 
patent as with it. 

There is another provision in this same decree, which has equally arrested 
the attention of this government and equally excited its surprise. It is 
declared, that each individual or company, obtaining a patent shall “use the 
route which the government may designate” and “shall have for the transit 
from ocean to ocean the exclusive use of the route, which is assigned to 
them.” 

It is difficult to believe, that any government could establish such a 
regulation with the least expectation that it would be observed. The pas¬ 
sage is declared free and equal to all the world, while in a narrow section of 
Country between the head of Lake Nicaragua and the ocean, every person 
desirous of engaging in the business of transportation is required to possess 
his own route, to construct his own road, and to enjoy its exclusive use. 
The project is simply impracticable to any considerable extent and for any 
useful purpose. Had there been any desire or design that a fair competition 
should take the place of exclusive privileges, it would not have been difficult 
to accomplish the object in some degree by providing for the common use 
of routes by different persons, upon the payment respectively of a just 
proportion of the expense of construction, under such regulations as might 
be necessary to prevent injury and injustice. 

With a full knowledge of all these circumstances, what justification can 
the authorities of Nicaragua offer for this attempt to make the world believe, 
that the system of exclusive enjoyment was about to cease, and that every 
applicant come whence he might, would hereafter find a convenient route 
at his disposition, and arrangements provided for its use and properly 
adapted to the circumstances? 

Even without the confirmation furnished by subsequent events no man 
could fail to perceive, that the practical result of the new system of inter¬ 
vention announced by the President of Nicaragua would be the introduction 
of a plan of favoritism to which the interests of Gommercial Powers in the 
passage of the Isthmus would be sacrificed, and it is impossible to avoid the 



one can doubt that additional contributions would have to be furnished, 
before success in the enterprise could be assured. Without that efficient 
motive of action there would be found ready excuses for withholding the 
transit patent, or if granted convenient means for rendering it worthless. 
And in the designation of routes, depending wholly on the will of the govern¬ 
ment, who could expect a good one, a practical one indeed, until he was 
prepared to make a similar powerful appeal. 

Unfortunately these views are not mere speculations, for they have been 
confirmed by the information alluded to received at the Department to-day 
and which furnishes a practical illustration of the working of the present 
system, and at the same time a striking commentary upon the objects of 
those who are endeavoring to introduce it. 

A contract has been entered into with M. Belly, and an associate, for 
which it is understood they are to pay the sum of forty thousand dollars 
and by which they are to enjoy the exclusive right of way from Virgin Bay 
to San Juan del Sur. This is the route, and it is officially reported to be the 
only existing practicable one which was formerly occupied by the American 
companies. The road was constructed and the improvements along it made 
by American citi2ens, whose property has been thus arbitrarily seized with¬ 
out judicial trial or condemnation. It is also known, that this unjustifiable 
proceeding is already producing its natural result. Means are resorted to 
in order to prevent the grant of a route to any other applicant and it may be 
that without the interposition of some other nation those means may prove 
successful, and rival enterprises be defeated by this reprehensible scheme, 
and thus the hope of extensive competition upon reasonable terms confidently 
held out by the Legislative declaration be at once destroyed. 

In the meantime this great international highway is in a lamentable 
condition. It has long been interrupted, is now useless, out of repair, closed 
in fact, and with little prospect so far as this government is informed of its 
being put into a proper state of repair, and occupied by any Company able 
and prepared to transport passengers and mails along it. We have no 
reason to anticipate that M. Belly and his associates will soon be ready to 
accomplish the object. What with the present mode of controlling the right 
of transportation, and with the assumed claim of the government of Nica¬ 
ragua to annul contracts at its pleasure, it is not easy to see how this inter¬ 
course is to be rendered of any value to the world, unless some other nation 
should interfere with firmness and power. This government is sufficiently 
warned, both by the past and the present, that such is now its mission, if 
it is not willing to abandon the vast interests, both commercial and political 
which render this communication far more important to this Country than 



they may enter into, and to protect such lines or intercourse as the interests 
of the United States may seem to him to require. And I renew to you the 
assurance by his direction, that the measures contemplated have not been 
determined upon, in order to secure any particular advantages to this Coun¬ 
try, nor to evade the observance of any useful regulations, consistent with the 
views herein set forth nor the payment of any just and reasonable demands 
which Nicaragua may make in her sovereign capacity. The President has 
given so many proofs of his friendly disposition towards that Republic, and 
has interfered so effectually to enforce for her protection the neutrality laws 
of the United States that his views upon this whole matter cannot now be 
justly questioned. You will communicate these intentions to the govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua, and you will particularly make known to it that the 
arrangements which were made with the knowledge and the approbation 
of Gen* Jerez for the transportation of the mails of the United States across 
the Isthmus and made before the obnoxious Executive decree was promul¬ 
gated, will be carried into effect without any regard whatever to conditions 
subsequently imposed. 

This decree contains also various other provisions some of which are ob¬ 
jectionable upon the face of them, and tho’ others are not apparently so, 
owing perhaps to the circumstances not being fully known to us, still all of 
them are referred to your consideration and examination, and you are re¬ 
quested to look into them, and to report the result of your investigations to 
the Department. This information may be hereafter useful in any pro¬ 
ceedings it may be found necessary to adopt. But you will immediately 
announce to the government of Nicaragua that the United States so far as 
respects their government and citizens deny the validity of the decree of the 
Executive of that Country and if necessary will oppose its execution. 

But at the same time you will express the hope of the President, that the 
injustice of the present state of things may be realized by Nicaragua, and 
that measures may be promptly adopted, which will remove the existing 
difficulties between the two countries, and prevent their recurrence. Im¬ 
press on the proper authorities how injudicious and useless it is for Nicaragua 
to waste her energies, and bring upon herself the condemnation of Christen¬ 
dom by vain endeavors to convert her local position into the means of pre¬ 
venting the union of the two great oceans which are separated by a narrow 
territory, over which she happens to possess jurisdiction. A wise and liberal 
policy, facilitating instead of obstructing the communication would be 



other Powers and would secure her from any foreign intervention within 
her borders. 

From your experience and general qualifications, the President anticipates 
that a suitable impression will be made upon the authorities and people of 
the region to which you are about to proceed in regard to the friendly views 
and intentions of this government. We have no other desire than that they 
may be peaceable, prosperous and happy. This can only result from con- 
fidence, good will and mutual forbearance not only among themselves but 
with regard to foreign countries and especially the United States.^ . . . 

A memorandum has been prepared and is annexed to this despatch,^ which 
contains information, that may be useful in the performance of your duties. 
It explains not only the present position of the United States with relation 
to the pending Central American questions but it also reviews the origin 
and course of the controversy we have maintained with Great Britain touch¬ 
ing them. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant. 

P. S. Since closing the foregoing despatch, information has been received 
from Mr. Molina, the Charge d’Affaires of Nicaragua, that the treaty be¬ 
tween that Republic and the United States has been ratified by its [the 
Nicaraguan government, omitting the clause, to which we have heretofore 
objected. 


Memorandum for Mr. Dimitry to accompany General Instructions of 

August ji, i8sg 

You are aware that difficulties growing out of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty 
have arisen between this Country and Great Britain. These concern Cen¬ 
tral America, and are owing, as the United States contend, to the palpable dis¬ 
regard by Great Britain of the words of that treaty and the substitution of a 
construction entirely inconsistent with them, and which would give to Great 
Britain advantages in that quarter to which this country would not accede. 
After much delay and prolonged discussions, the British government pro¬ 
posed to adopt substantially the construction we contended for and to carry 
out the treaty in that spirit. To this the United States assented, and a 
conventional arrangement was negotiated for that purpose. The points 
principally at issue were 

1 The omitted portion deals with claims of United States citizens. 

2 It follows this instruction. 


2. The establishment of the South Western boundary of the Belize settle¬ 

ment. 

3. The condition of Ruatan and the other Bay Islands. 

These questions were satisfactorily settled in a Convention, which received 
ratification by the proper authority of both governments, but the measure 
ultimately failed in consequence of their disagreement upon another question. 

After this the British government proposed to form treaties with the Cen¬ 
tral American States, interested in these points, and to adjust the various 
matters with them upon the basis which had been approved by the United 
States, and which would leave to Great Britain no other possessions in 
Central America, but the Belize settlement. To this proposition also the 
United States gave their assent, and since that time we have been earnestly 
looking for the adjustment of these complicated difficulties. It is known 
that the Belize boundary has been settled by a Convention between Great 
Britain and Guatemala, which carries it to the Sarstoon river, an important 
extension of that settlement to which the United States were led to agree in 
the Convention with Great Britain, which failed, as I have stated, because 
that arrangement of boundary was also accompanied by the arrangement of 
the other subjects in dispute. Without such settlement of the whole mat¬ 
ter, this Country would not have assented to this boundary adjustment. In 
the progress, however, of the controversy, this extension has been secured 
by Great Britain, while the other stipulations requiring from her an abandon¬ 
ment of territory have been left unadjusted. I am satisfied that the course 
has been the result of accident and that the British government is striving 
to fulfil its engagements in good faith. But you understand the dissatis¬ 
faction which the failure to arrange these subjects has occasioned in this 
country and will therefore appreciate the anxiety of the government, that 
prompt action should immediately take place, and this whole difference be 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. I have entered into these details 
solely with a view to ensure your zealous and efficient cooperation, not in¬ 
deed by official interference, but by fair representations, in conversation, to 
the British Minister in Nicaragua and the government of that Country and 
by efforts to remove such difficulties as may arise and especially by com¬ 
municating to them the strong desire of the United States for a prompt 
arrangement of the controversy. 

During some months a British Minister has been in Nicaragua with in¬ 
structions from his government to enter into a Convention for the adjust¬ 
ment of these conflicting views, and it is understood that the basis of the 
proposed settlement is acceptable, both to the government of Great Britain 



upon goods imported into San Juan, and intended for consumption there. 
What difference of opinion in the details of this plan has prevented its being 
carried into effect is not loiown here, tho’ it is known that some difference 
has occurred which has thus far delayed the arrangement. By looking over 
the documents in the Department which relate to this subject you have 
ascertained the various points to which the United States have assented, and 
which it is expected will be assented to by the parties interested. On your 
arrival in Nicaragua you will endeavor to learn the true state of this matter, 
and report the result of your enquiry without delay. And at the same time 
you will strive to remove any difficulties which may stand in the way of 
a satisfactory negotiation. The British government has been urged to give 
such orders to its Minister, as will insure his most zealous efforts to accom¬ 
plish the object. We have been assured that this shall be done, and I am 
firmly persuaded that that government is desirous that the proposed ar¬ 
rangement be carried immediately into effect. The arrangement will be 
followed by the withdrawal of the British Power from every part of Nica¬ 
ragua and the recognition of the sovereignty of that State over every part 
of its territory. 

An accident, which has been satisfactorily explained has prevented the 
opening of negotiations between Great Britain and Honduras for the sur¬ 
render of the Bay Islands to the latter Country. We learn, however, that 
measures are in progress for the accomplishment of this object, and upon 
terms which the United States deem reasonable. It is to be hoped that 
few months will be sufficient to complete the work of adjustment. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Chargk 
d'Affaires of Nicaragua at Washington ^ 

Washington, September 7, 185Q . 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 30th. 
ultimo 2 informing me that despatches had reached you from the Minister of 
Foreign Relations of Nicaragua announcing the ratification by the Congress 
of that Republic on the 25th. July last, of the Lamar-Zeledon Treaty of 

1 Notes to Central America, vol. i. * See below, this volume, pt. n, doc. 1513. 
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16^** March omitting in said ratification the obnoxious clause at the end of 
Article XVI. objected to by this Government. 

I avail [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 3 Washington, September 22, 1859. 

Sir: In the memorandum accompanying the instructions you received, 
dated the 31®.*' ultimo ® a brief review was given of our relations with Great 
Britain arising out of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, and the general course 
indicated; which it was thought expedient you should pursue. At that time 
we had not been furnished with a copy of the Ouseley-Zeledon treaty, and 
did not therefore know precisely, what terms had been offered by the British 
Plenipotentiary to Nicaragua tho’ we knew, that these were not entirely 
satisfactory to that Republic, and that much delay had been the consequence, 
which was accompanied with danger of a failure of the negotiation. Since 
then we have received from Mr. Runnells our Consul at San Juan del Sur a 
copy of the proposed treaty, which was communicated to him by Mr. Zeledon, 
with the expression of a wish that the government of the United States 
would offer any suggestions to that of Nicaragua in relation to the adjust¬ 
ment of the Mosquito question, intimating at the same time that no defini¬ 
tive action should be taken till our views were received. The specific 
objections to the British project were not however made known to us. Since 
your departure the British government has again given us such assurances 
as to their desire to terminate these Nicaraguan difficulties, by a just and 
satisfactory arrangement with that Republic and in conformity with the 
principles, which had been approved by this government that I indulge the 
confident expectation, that the present effort will be successful and future 
difficulties be prevented. 

You will express to the Minister of Foreign Affairs our gratification at the 
confidence exhibited towards the United States, and the assurance that our 
best efforts shall be devoted to a termination of the existing difficulties be¬ 
tween Great Britain and Nicaragua upon terms honorable and just to both 
parties. You are at liberty also to submit to Mr. Zeledon a copy of such 
Dortions of this letter, as von mav rnn.m'der e-sfoerlient. that the views the 


corresponding feelings and friendly sentiments avowed by the British gov¬ 
ernment. It is not less desirable that you should cultivate the best rela¬ 
tions with the British Minister, and should also explain candidly to him the 
objects of your government and the conciliatory course you are pursuing. 

When it was found difficult for the government of the United States and 
that of Great Britain to conclude a satisfactory treaty for the arrangement 
of the various subjects growing out of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, the Brit¬ 
ish government proposed to make separate treaties with the several States 
of Central America, interested in the adjustment of these matters. To this 
proposition this government assented, with the understanding that the 
terms should in their general purport be in conformity with the principles, 
which this government had approved, and which had been fully discussed 
between us and the government of Great Britain. 

I have carefully examined the proposed treaty, offered by the British 
Minister to Nicaragua, a copy of which accompanies this despatch,^ and 
have compared it with that part of the amended Dallas-Clarendon treaty ^ 
which relates to Nicaraguan affairs, and I find that with one or two excep¬ 
tions they are substantially the same. The Dallas-Clarendon treaty in 
some of its Nicaraguan provisions was modified by the Senate, and in this 
modified form was submitted for the approbation of the British government. 
That approbation was withheld, not on account of the changes made by the 
Senate in this part of the treaty, but on account of provisions contained in 
the same instrument, which had relation to the Bay Islands. You will find 
herewith a copy of the Dallas-Clarendon treaty, and you will find in parallel 
columns the same treaty with the changes proposed by the Senate. The 
British government assured us, that none of these changes was so unaccept¬ 
able to it, as to lead it to refuse its ratification, and in May 1857 Lord Napier 
presented for joint action the projet of a Treaty, containing precisely the 
arrangements and stipulations, as approved by the Senate.® We have a 
right, therefore, to expect that this modified treaty should now be offered 
to the Nicaraguan Government, instead of the Treaty, in its original form, 
as appears to have been proposed by Sir William Ouseley. 

There is no reason to suppose that the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty having signified their acceptance of the Senate modifications to the 
Dallas-Clarendon Treaty, in all that relates to Nicaragua and the Mosquito 
question, will now interpose any objection to the conclusion of a similar 

1 Not included in this publication. 

* This treaty, followed by the amendments proposed by the Senate, is below, vol. vir, pt. 
II, containing Communications from Great Britain. 

2 These two documents are identical, except for the following addition regarding the Bay 
Islands, in the second and separate article of Lord Napier’s projet: “whenever and so soon 
as the Reoublic of Honduras shall have concluded and ratified a Treaty with Great Britain 



Government. You will communicate these views unreservedly to the 
Nicaraguan Government and should the offer made to it be of the character 
just indicated, as this Government cannot doubt it will be, you will, on the 
part of the United States, advise that it be promptly accepted. You will, 
also, make known your course to the British Minister in Nicaragua. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Leii'is Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Charge 
d'Affaires of Nicaragua at Washington ^ 

Washington, September 27, 185g. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yester¬ 
day ^ transmitting a copy of the decree of the Nicaraguan Government, of 
the 26th. July last, ratifying the Lamar-Zeledon Treaty of March last, 
with the modification proposed by this Government. 

In expressing the satisfaction with which this announcement is received, 
I have to inform you that the Treaty referred to will, at the approaching 
meeting of Congress be submitted to the Senate for its approval, and when 
it shall have been obtained it will be immediately ratified and promulgated. 
I avail [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Beverly L. Clarke, 
United States Minister Resident to Honduras and Guatemala ® 

No. 6 Washington, October i, 1859. 

Sir: This Department has received information that Mr. Wyke, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires in Honduras, has recently returned 
from London to his official duties, with instructions to negotiate a Treaty 
with the government of that country for the relinquishment to that Republic 
of the Bay Islands. Under these circumstances, the President thinks it 
very desirable that you, also, should be present in Honduras in order to be 
able to render all suitable aid within your power, to promote the contem¬ 
plated cession, as well as to be in a position to furnish early and reliable 
information to your Government with respect to the progress and results 
of the negotiation. You will embrace the earliest opportunity, therefore, 
to proceed to Comayagua and place yourself in communication with the 
Government there. 


^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 



unitea ibtates and <orreat xsritam. In the opinion ot this Government, those 
islands are a part of the territory of Honduras and their occupation by Great 
Britain would have been wholly unjustifiable even if the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty had never existed. By the terms of this Treaty, however, (of July 
5th 1850) it is provided that “the Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain, neither the one nor the other, shall ever occupy, or fortify, 
or colonize, or assume or exercise any dominion over Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
the Mosquito shore, or any part of Central America.” There being no 
doubt that the Bay Islands form a part of Central America, their occupation 
by Great Britain was distinctly prohibited by this provision of the Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty. 

Yet they were seized upon by British Officers, almost as soon as the Treaty 
had been signed, and in less than two years afterwards, they were formally 
erected into a British colony. Of course, the Government of the United 
States lost no time in protesting against this violation of the Treaty, and the 
correspondence to which it led is already in your possession. In 1856, the 
two Governments endeavored to adjust all the questions which had arisen 
under the Convention, by a supplementary Treaty, and such a treaty was 
signed at London by Lord Clarendon on the part of Her Britannic Majesty 
and Mr. Dallas, on the part of the United States on the 17th. October 1856.^ 
That portion of it which referred to the Bay Islands, was in the following 
words:—“That the islands, and their inhabitants, of Roatan, Bonaca, 
Utila, Barbaretta, Helena and Morat, situate in the Bay of Honduras and 
known as the Bay Islands, having been by a convention bearing date the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1856, between her Britannic Majesty and the 
republic of Honduras, constituted and declared a free territory under the 
sovereignty of the said republic of Honduras, the two contracting parties do 
hereby mutually engage to recognize and respect in all future time the 
independence and rights of the said free territory as a part of the republic 
of Honduras.” The treaty here referred to, of August 1856, had not been 
communicated to this Government and was not officially before the Senate 
when it had under consideration the Dallas-Clarendon Treaty. It declined, 
therefore, to sanction a reference to it, which might be construed afterwards 
into an approval of its terms. The treaty, moreover, had been published 
in some of the public Journals, and its provisions were not such as this 
Government could sanction. It erected the islands into “a free territory 

’ See above, this part, doc. 1094. 

2 See below, vol. vii, pt. n, containing Communications from Great Britain. 



Republic of rights without which its sovereignty over them could scarcely 
be said to exist. It separated them from the remainder of Honduras, and 
gave them a Government of their own, with their own Legislative, Execu¬ 
tive, and Judicial officers, elected by themselves. It deprived the Govern¬ 
ment of Honduras of the [taxing] ^ power in every form, and exempted the 
people of the Bay Islands from the performance of military duty, except 
for their own defence; and it prohibited the Republic from providing for 
their defence by the construction of any fortifications whatever. It pro¬ 
vided, moreover, that slavery should at no time be permitted to exist in 
those islands. As slavery had never existed there, and was not likely to 
be established there, this latter clause was wholly unnecessary, and when 
brought to the attention of the United States, could not fail to be regarded 
as highly offensive. But the restrictions were, all of them in violation of 
the rights of Honduras. The islands were a part of her territory and Great 
Britain having wrongfully seized them, was bound to make an unconditional 
restoration. Instead of doing this, she required Honduras to assent to a 
treaty by which they were erecting [erected?] into an independent State within 
her own limits, and a State at all times liable to foreign influence and control. 
Entertaining this opinion, the Senate amended the Dallas-Clarendon Con¬ 
vention, by substituting for the clause already quoted the following: 

“The two contracting parties do hereby mutually engage to recognize and 
respect the islands of Ruatan, Bonaca, Utila, Barbaretta, Helena and Morat, 
situate in the Bay of Honduras, and off the coast of the Republic of Hondu¬ 
ras, as under the sovereignty and as part of the said Republic of Honduras." 

Great Britain declined to assent to this amendment, and the Dallas- 
Clarendon Treaty fell to the ground. The British treaty with Honduras, 
also, failed to be ratified by that Republic; and thus the Clayton-Bulwer 
Convention, according to our construction of it, still remained unexecuted. 

To avoid the difficulties which this state of things was likely to produce, 
the British Government proposed to send out a special Minister to Central 
America, who might adjust the questions which had been under discussion 
in that quarter, by separate treaties with Nicaragua, Guatemala and Hon¬ 
duras. For this purpose. Sir William Gore Ouseley was appointed, and 
came to Washington, on his way to his destination, in November 1857. 
While he was here, and even before his arrival, Lord Napier, the British 
Minister in this country, conversed very freely with the Department con¬ 
cerning his instructions, and had also one or two conversations on the sub¬ 
ject with the President. In these conversations it was clearly understood 
that Her Majesty’s Government had determined to execute the Clayton- 
Bulwer treaty “according to the general tenor of the interpretation placed 


would be sufficient to enable him to accomplish this purpose. Reference 
was made, indeed, to the Dallas-Clarendon treaty as amended by the Sen¬ 
ate, but it was understood that the special minister would be at liberty to 
modify some of its provisions in order to make it acceptable to the United 
States. On the 30th. of November, Lord Napier communicated officially 
to the Department ^ a general statement of Sir William’s instructions. That 
part of them which refers to Honduras, is described, as follows: 

“ I. The transfer of the Bay Islands to the government of Honduras was 
recognized by the Treaty of 1856, mentioned above, and the conditions of 
this cession were consigned in a Treaty between Great Britain and Honduras 
which has been communicated to the government of the United States, 
but which has not been ratified by the contracting parties. By that Treaty 
Her Majesty’s Government intended to convey the Islands in full sovereignty 
to the Republic of Honduras but to provide for them such a measure of 
municipal independence and self government as might secure Her Majesty’s 
subjects in the enjoyment and improvement of their possessions, and devel- 
ope the resources of the Islands which may be destined to attain hereafter, 
some commercial importance as an entrepot in connection with the projected 
interoceanic Railway.—In looking to these reasonable and salutary ends it 
is, however, probable that the intervention of the Honduras government in 
the administration of the Islands may have been more limited than was 
necessary or even advisable. Her Majesty’s government in relinquishing 
the Bay Islands are far from desiring that they should remain defenceless or 
become independent.—Sir William Ouseley is not bound down to the terms 
of the original treaty; he is at liberty to contract engagements with Honduras 
which shall embody not only an unmistakeable recognition of its sovereignty 
over the Islands, but shall allow of the more direct government and more effi¬ 
cient protection of the latter by that Republic. The transfer of the Islands 
will not be unconditional but it will be unambiguous. The government of 
Honduras will obtain not only a titular but a virtual and useful possession 
under provisions requisite for the security of those who have settled there 
with the assurance of protection from the British Crown, and favorable to 
the expansion of that traffic which the Transit Route is expected to create. 

“2. In framing stipulations for the compensation, the government, and 
the preservation of the Mosquito Indians under the sovereignty of Nicara¬ 
gua, Sir William Ouseley will be guided by the provisions of the Treaty of 
1856, which although it did not acquire the validity of an international 
engagement may on this point be held to express the policy and opinions 
of the contracting parties.—^The limits of the territorial reserve may be sub- 


1 See below. voL vn. ot. II. containine Communications from Great Britain. See the same. 



ject to modifications, but the boundaries proposed to Nicaragua and Hon¬ 
duras will certainly not be less favorable than those indicated by the Treaty 
alluded to, they will in no degree trespass on the territory applicable to 
Transit purposes, and in the settlement of details Her Majesty’s Envoy will 
grant an indulgent consideration to the wishes and necessities of the Central 
American governments where they are compatible with the safety and the 
welfare of those native Tribes which have previously enjoyed the protec¬ 
torate of the British Crown. 

“3. The regulation of the frontier of British Honduras will be effected by 
negotiation with the Government of Guatemala. Her Majesty’s govern¬ 
ment trusts to obtain from this Republic a recognition of limits, which if we 
may judge from previous communications on this subject may be accepted 
in a spirit of conciliation if not with absolute approval by the President.” 

Although this statement of the instructions was not accompanied by any 
draft of a Treaty, and was not sufficiently specific to authorize an accurate 
judgment of their character, it was nevertheless hoped that they might be 
quite sufficient to answer their purpose. In reference to the views and ex¬ 
pectations of the United States, there could be no doubt whatever, because, 
apart from the action of the Senate concerning the Dallas-Clarendon treaty, 
these views and expectations had been repeatedly expressed to the British 
Minister both orally and in writing. It was known that while it was quite 
immaterial to us, whether Great Britain executed the Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty by a supplementary Convention with us, or by direct negotiation 
with the States of Central .America, we yet expected that the Treaty would 
be executed substantially according to our construction of it; and that, with 
reference to the Bay Islands, this construction required their unconditional 
surrender to Honduras. Of course, this Government could never sanction 
any such limitations upon the sovereignty of that Republic over its own ter¬ 
ritory, as were contained in the Dallas-Clarendon Convention, and the 
clause in respect to slaveiy* was not only an unjust condition in regard to 
Honduras, but was, also, offensive, under the circumstances to the United 
States. It was believed that the cession might well be made without any 
of these conditions, and that if any security should be really necessary to 
preserve the rights of British settlers upon the islands, it might safely be 
postponed to a new Convention, when both parties should be in a situation 
to treat upon equal terms. Whether Sir William Ouseley would have con¬ 
formed to these views, if he had made a Treaty with Honduras, can only be 
conjectured from what we know of his instructions. Unfortunately, he de¬ 
layed a long time in Washington, and since his arrival in Central America, 
either from sickness or from some other cause, he has wholly failed to ac- 
comolish the obiect of his mission. Mr. Wvke. whn npcmriarprl fkp r\rA*i 7 irknc 



William Ouseley. He is now, perhaps, in Guatemala, but will soon proceed 
to Honduras, and it is hoped that you will be able to cooperate with him in 
the leading purpose of his mission. This narrative has fully explained to 
you the views of your Government upon the subject, and if in conformity 
with these views, you can in any way assist Mr. Wyke in his negotiation, 
you will not fail to do so. To this end, you should be in friendly relations 
with him, as well as with the Government of Honduras, and you may 
frankly state to both, the general expectations which your government enter¬ 
tains in respect to the cession of the Bay Islands. Believing that Honduras 
is the lawful owner of those Islands, we cannot advise her to purchase their 
surrender by consenting to any terms which are inconsistent with her dig¬ 
nity and rights. We believe that the surrender of them should be wholly 
unconditional, but there may be provisions in behalf of private rights, or 
even for the benefit of general commerce, of so reasonable a character, that 
their insertion in the Treaty ought not to occasion its defeat, even although 
they might more properly belong to another negotiation. With what is 
believed, however, to be the present disposition of the British Government, 
and with the liberal margin of discretion with which Mr. Wyke is supposed 
to be entrusted, it is hoped that the cession will not be encumbered with any 
stipulations to which either the United States or Honduras might reason¬ 
ably take exception. It is important that the Treaty should be completed, 
if possible, so that it may be known in Washington at an early day after the 
meeting of Congress. You will, therefore, communicate a copy of it to the 
Department at the earliest practicable period, and your Government will 
then determine for itself whether its provisions can be regarded as a reason¬ 
able compliance in respect to Honduras with the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. 
I will thank you, also, to inform the Department of your departure from 
Guatemala, and of your arrival in Comayagua, and generally of the course 
and progress of the negotiation. 

Your despatches to N° 12 inclusive^ have been received. 

I am. Sir [etc.]. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Nicaraguan 
Charge d’Affaires at Washington - 

WASHiNGTOisr, October 4, i8sg. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive the note which, under instructions, 
you addressed to me on the 27th. ultimo,® announcing a sudden change in 

J Clarke’s despatch No. 12 was not included, as it was not pertinent to the subject-matter 



lar movements, and communicating the earnest desire on the part of the 
provisional authorities, of whom Don Jose Maria Montestegre has been 
named chief, to preserv^e and strengthen the bonds of friendship which 
happily unite Costa Rica and the United States. 

I sincerely hope that the good results which have been anticipated in this 
movement will be completely achieved and I assure you that you will always 
find this Government ready to cooperate with that of Costa Rica in any 
measures which will promote the harmony and good understanding of the 
two Countries. 

I avail [etc.]. 
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Leziis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica^ 

No. 6 Washington, November 2, 1859. 

Sir; Your despatches numbered i and 2, dated, respectively, 19th. and 
29th. September- were received on the 29th. ultimo. 

In regard to your recognition of the existing government at San Jose, 
Costa Rica, by the presentation of your credentials, I have to remark that I 
perceive no reason for questioning the propriety of the course you felt called 
upon to adopt. From your own representations, as well as from other 
sources of information, it appears that the government which you found in 
the exercise of authority at San Jose was generally acquiesced in, and was, 
indeed, a de facto administration. It was therefore entirely proper, and in 
accordance with the established usage of this Government that it should be 
recognized by our diplomatic agent. 

Having learned that you would probably meet Mr. Wyke on your way to 
Costa Rica, the Department entertained the hope that you might be able in 
your first despatch to communicate some information with respect to the 
progress and probable termination of the Central American negotiations 
with which that gentleman is understood to be charged. A treaty is known 
to have been made by Great Britain with Guatemala, which confines the 
British claim to the territory- between the Sabine and the Sarstoon Rivers. 
This arrangement, in the Dallas-CIarendon treaty,® was connected with two 
other arrangements, one of which terminated the Mosquito Protectorate and 
the other of which relinquished the Bay Islands to Honduras. Mr. Wyke 
has been instructed, as this Government has been assured by that of Her 
Britannic MajesU* to carry into effect the latter arrangements as well as the 

* Instructions, American States, vol. 16. 

* See below, this volume, ot. ii. docs, i^^iaand 


unnecessary delay. After what was said to you in the memorandum accom¬ 
panying your general instructions/ I need not repeat to you how deeply im¬ 
portant it is in view of the approaching session of Congress, to secure an 
early adjustment of these Central American questions, which, you are aware, 
have been long delayed already, and have sometimes appeared to threaten 
serious injury to the friendly relations of the United States and Great Britain. 
You will not fail to promote this adjustment upon the principles contained in 
your instructions, by all proper means within your reach, and you will lose no 
opportunity of communicating to your Government any information con¬ 
cerning them which you may be able to obtain. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 8 Washington, December 2, 185 q. 

Sir: Your despatch N° 4 of the 3i®.‘ October® was received on the 23^ 
ultimo—A steamer since arrived, brings no later communication from you. 

The Department awaits with solicitude the intelligence of your arrival in 
Nicaragua—whither it is presumed you have gone before this time—and the 
result of your cooperation with Mr. Wyke in the common objects with which 
you are both charged. We have reason to believe that the Government of 
Great Britain are, equally with ourselves, desirous of arranging the questions 
at issue in Central America in a manner just and satisfactory to all the parties 
in interest, and we trust that you will be enabled at a very early day to report 
such a result. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 


1127 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Beroerly L. Clarke, 
United States Minister Resident to Honduras and Guatemala ^ 

No. 8 Washington, December 2, i8sg. 

Sir: Your despatch N° 14 of the 15th. October, ultimo,® was received 
yesterday. 
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test against negotiations which were in harmony with the understanding of 
the subject entertained here and at London. The despatch of i®.* October 
last,^ which you have received, enabled you so to modify your course, as to 
correct the misapprehension which your protest and correspondence were 
likely to excite on the part of the governments of Guatemala and Honduras; 
aitho’ in communicating the views of your Government expressed in that 
despatch it is to be regretted that the historical summary embodied in it for 
your information, was transferred so literally to your note of the 9th. Novem¬ 
ber, to Mr. Wyke.- 

In making these observations which I do equally in a spirit of frankness 
and kindness I do not wish to be understood as censuring you for adopting a 
course which is not entirely approv'ed. On the contrary I am pleased to be 
permitted to say that the President highly appreciates that zeal for the in¬ 
terests of your countiy which prompted you to adopt energetic measures 
when you thought those interests were in jeopardy. The patriotism of your 
conduct cannot be questioned, nor the integrity of your purposes doubted. 

I am. Sir, your obedient ser\'ant. 
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Lezi'is Cass, Secretary of State of the United, States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to ^Nicaragua ajid Costa Rica ® 

No. 13 Washington, March 2, i860. 

Sir:—Y our despatch of the 30^'' January unnumbered,^ was received yes¬ 
terday. 

After the perusal of that communication—necessarily a cursory one from 
press of other duties and the brief time left before the departure of the 
Steamer—but one or two points arrested my attention as seeming to require 
immediate reply. 

One of these is the Treaty between Great Britain and Nicaragua, signed by 
Mr. Wyke and the Nicaraguan Plenipotentiary on the 28th. January, of 
which you have sent a copy of the most important articles.® 

I have not had time to compare the provisions of this Treaty with the 
principles of adjustment agreed upon by this Government and that of Her 
Britannic Majesty as mutually acceptable. I will not fail however to be¬ 
stow proper attention upon it, with a view to such representations as the 
^See above, this part, doc. 1123. 

*See note 4 to Clarke's No. 15, below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1520 
* Instructions. American States, vol. - 


It wxmout particular instructions. 

Another point upon which I desire to offer a remark is the condition of our 
Treaty with Nicaragua; which you presume this government will consider 
“under the form of ratification which the Congress of Nicaragua has set to 
it in no other light than that of reinfectd;" and to remedy this condition you 
propose sub spe rati foederis to sign a treaty nulling the obnoxious clause to 
be submitted to the extra session of Congress. 

I have to assure you that the form of ratification by Nicaragua of the 
Treaty in question had not been overlooked either by the President or this 
Department. But no sufficient grounds were perceived for withholding so 
important a Convention from the consideration of the Senate, because of 
any immaterial informalities. You will therefore abstain from pursuing the 
course which occurred to you as proper and necessary, until instructions to 
that effect shall have reached you. 

In conveying this intimation to you the Department desires that you may 
understand its high appreciation of the watchful zeal for the interests of your 
Government which prompted the suggestion you have made. 

In a separate despatch of this date ^ I have said all that seems necessary 
at this moment in reference to the transit question, and the rights of our 
citizens in Nicaragua. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


1132 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 14 Washington, March 3, i860. 

Sir: It is evident from what you have said in your despatch of the 30th. 
January,^ that, in your interviews with the Nicaraguan Minister of Foreign 
Relations, you have faithfully represented the views and intentions of this 
government respecting the protection of the rights of our citizens as con¬ 
nected with the questions of transit. The despatch to you numbered 12,^ 
altho’ not in your hands at the date of that interview, will, if received, have 
manifested to you the satisfaction of the Department with your previous 
representations on the subject, as well as the determination of this govern¬ 
ment to adhere to the principles laid down in my letter to Gen^ Lamar of 
July 25, 1858.5 

^ The despatch, in reference to the transit question, below, this part, bears the date of 
March 3, 1860. The pertinent volume contains no other of March 2, i860. 

® Instructions, American States, vol. 16. ®See below, this volume, pt. 11, doc. 1543 - 
4 -i-Uic nnrt Hnr TT-JQ. * flhnve. this nart. dnr. riOO. 



I have barelv time, this morning, the last available mail day to invite 
your attention to the accompanying copies of correspondence between this 
Department on the one hand, and Messrs Bernard Clover and I. E, Body, of 
Xew \’ork. the former marked A-B- and relating to the general rights of our 
citi2cns pursuing their legitimate callings in Nicaragua, and the latter relat¬ 
ing to the question of transit and the rights of the American Atlantic and 
Pacific Ship Canal Company.^ 

This correspondence will inform you of the views entertained by this 
government relative to the duties it owes to its citizens in the circumstances 
adverted to. You will be governed by the sentiments therein expressed, 
altho’ there are limitations—which your own discretion will suggest to you— 
in regard to the too literal repetition of some of the language which I have 
used upon the subject of Executive Power. Those expressions, which seem 
to be entirely admissible—if not indeed called for, in the relations of the gov¬ 
ernment to its own citizens, especially where momentous interests are in¬ 
volved, might produce upon the Nicaraguan government an effect not only 
detrimental to those interests but possibly also, they might misguide it as to 
the ultimate course of this government under certain contingencies. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


1133 

Lez:ns Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Leon Alvarado, Special 
Representative of Honduras to the United States ^ 

W.4SHINGTON, March 30, i860. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th. 
instant ® announcing your early departure from this country,—the object of 
your mission hither having been accomplished. 

I am sincerely gratified to know that your brief intercourse with this Gov¬ 
ernment has impressed you with a just conception of its earnest sympathies 
for that of Honduras, and that your personal recollections of your relations 
with myself will be of an agreeable character. I assure you of the cordial 
reciprocity of those sentiments on my part, and I offer to you my best 
wishes for your happiness and prosperity; availing myself [etc.]. 

^ Xct included in this publication. 

- Notes to Centra! America, vol. i. 

Lecn .Alvarado was ^nt by Honduras, as mmister plenipotentiary, to the United States, 
on a specm! mission of fnendship. He presented his credentials on April 16, i8s7, and took 
his de^rture a few days afterward. He returned on March 9, i860, and took leave on the 

a-:ith Gi that month. 



Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Charge 
d'Affaires of Nicaragua at Washington ’ 

Washington, April 2, i860. 

Dear Sir: Will you be good enough to inform me what is the present con¬ 
dition of the Nicaraguan treaties with Great Britain and France, on the 
subject of the interoceanic transits. I understand that these treaties contain 
similar provisions on this subject to those which are contained in the Zeledon- 
Lamar treaty between Nicaragua and this Government. Please inform me 
if this is so, and also if one or both the treaties have been approved by the 
respective Governments who are parties. 

Very truly Yours. 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 15 Washington, May 3, i860. 

Sir: Your despatches from N“ 6 to N^ 14, inclusive,^ have been received. 

In respect to those parts of them which refer to the Transit routes, it 
is unnecessary to repeat to you the views of the Department. There can be 
no doubt that you sufficiently understand these views already, and on more 
than one occasion you have made them known to the Government of Nicara¬ 
gua. It only remains now to await the further action of that Government. 

On the general subject of our claims against Nicaragua, I regret that you 
have found it impossible to come to a friendly understanding with the au¬ 
thorities there. I am not without hope, however, that this may still be 
effected. There are some of these claims, whose adjustment cannot be much 
longer delayed without serious danger to the friendly relations of the t\vo 
countries. If I correctly understand your communications, you have pro¬ 
posed to make a general Convention, for the examination and decision of all 
existing claims, no matter what may be their character. For this purpose 
you seem to have submitted to the Minister of Relations the draft of such a 
Treaty as you thought might be sufficient. No copy of this draft, however, 
accompanies your despatches, and I reserve, therefore, any definite expres¬ 
sion of opinion concerning its provisions. You will, doubtless, have sent 
it by another mail, and I have entire confidence that it will meet the approval 
of the Department. This overture for a treaty appears to have been sub¬ 
mitted to the Senate, whose advice concerning it was adopted by the 



narv circumstances, when citizens of the United States go to a foreign coun¬ 
try they go with an implied understanding that they are to obey its laws and 
submit themselves, in good faith, to its established tribunals. When they 
do business with its citizens, or make private contracts there, it is not to be 
expected, that either their own or the foreign Government is to be made 
a party to this business or these contracts, or will undertake to determine 
any disputes to which they may give rise. The case, however, is very much 
changed when no impartial tribunals can be said to exist in the foreign 
country, or when they have been arbitrarily controlled by the Government 
to the injury of our citizens. So also, the case is widely different when the 
foreign Government becomes itself a party to important contracts, and then 
not only fails to fulfil them, but capriciously annuls them, to the great loss 
of those who have invested their time and labor and capital, from a reliance 
upon its own good faith and justice. It is not necessary to apply these re¬ 
marks to the case of Nicaragua; but they may well suggest some modifica¬ 
tion of the general rules presented in the report of the Senate. Without dis¬ 
cussing, however, at this time, how far the judicial tribunals of Nicaragua are 
now entitled to public respect and confidence, or how far the Nicaraguan 
authorities have committed serious wrongs upon American citizens, I do 
not hesitate to approve your course in offering to submit all those subjects 
to the general arbitrament of an impartial commission. This commission 
might readily itself determine, what claims might fairly be regarded as 
proper for the judicial tribunals, and what ones were properly in a condition 
for its own e.xamination and decision. Whether it should meet in the United 
States or Nicaragua is not important. Nor need there be any difficulty in 
respect to the claims now existing. A full list of these might readily be 
furnished, even if they have not, all of them, already been presented to the 
Nicaraguan Government. In our willingness to adopt the course you have 
suggested, the Nicaraguan Government ought to see a renewed proof of our 
friendly disposition. Indeed, it appears to be the only amicable course 
which is now open to us, consistently with a just regard to the rights of our 
citizens. Our claims (or the most important of them) are already before the 
Nicaraguan Government. That Government does not admit their justice 
and does not provide for their payment. What remains, then, but that they 
shall be abandoned or enforced or submitted to a fair arbitration? 

Befoie seeing xour draft of a Convention, I cannot determine how far you 
have embodied in it these views of the Department. But I hope that you 
ma\ find some opportunity of pointing out to Mr. Cortez, how much would 
be involved m an absolute refusal by Nicaragua to consent to an arbitration. 


The appointment of a Minister to confer with you might possibly be ad¬ 
vantageous, if the conference was intended only to arrange the preliminaries 
of the Convention, but there is no probability that it would lead to a final 
decision of the claims. This, I repeat, must almost inevitably be referred to 
a commission, unless Nicaragua is determined to force upon us a harsh al¬ 
ternative, which we are sincerely anxious to avoid. Such a commission, 
sitting in Nicaragua, of undoubted impartiality, with a full control over all 
the existing claims, would be likely to do justice and ought to be acceptable 
to both countries. If necessary, the list of claims might be agreed upon 
in advance, and furnished to the Nicaraguan Government. But there must 
be an early end to these difficult questions, and Nicaragua ought not lightly 
to neglect the opportunity of bringing them to an amicable termination. I 
shall be glad to hear definitely whether in your judgment, such a commission 
as I have suggested, is at all practicable. In the meantime, our treaty with 
Nicaragua is now before the Senate and may soon be approved in such a way 
as to require the further action of Nicaragua. Should this be the case, it is 
quite opportune that nothing will have occurred on the subject of our claims, 
to prevent the necessary concurrence of that Republic in the amended 
Treaty. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 


1136 

William Henry Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis 
Molina, Charge d'Affaires of Nicaragua at Washifigton ^ 

Washington, June 2p, i860. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you copies of two resolutions of the 
Senate of the 27th. instant ^ passed in Executive session, relating to the 
Treaty between the United States and Nicaragua, signed at Managua 
on the i6th. March 1859, and amending certain articles of the same. Copies 
of these resolutions will be sent to our Minister to Nicaragua in order that 
the amendments may be submitted to the consideration of the Government 
of that Republic. 

I avail [etc.]. 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. 

^ Apparently, an error of one day respecting one of the resolutions. See the instruction 
of June 30, i860, below, this part, doc. 1137, and note 2 thereto. 
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William Henry Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to 
Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica ^ 

Xo. 17 WASB.nstG'TON, June 30, J860. 

Sir: I transmit herewith copies of two Resolutions of the Senate passed 
in Executive Session, on the 26th and 27th. instant, respectively,^ in relation 
to the treaty with Nicaragua signed at Managua on the i6th. March 1859. 

You will submit the amendments proposed in these Resolutions to the Gov¬ 
ernment of Nicaragua, and will endeavor to procure their assent to them. 
Should these amendments be adopted it will be necessary to have them rati¬ 
fied by the competent authority, and the amended copy of the Treaty, thus 
ratified, be returned to this city within sLx months from the 27th. instant, in 
order that the usual exchange of ratifications may be effected here, in pur¬ 
suance of the terms of the 22^ article. 

The Nicaraguan copy of the Treaty to be returned hither for exchange 
should, you are aware embody the amendments of the Senate in the following 
form of ratification: 

“Whereas a Treaty was concluded and signed at Managua, on the i6th. 
day of March, 1859, between the Republic of Nicaragua and the United 
States of America by their respective Plenipotentiaries duly authorized to 
that effect, which Treaty with the amendments afterwards agreed upon by 
the contracting parties is in the words following, to wit:—” 

And then hisert the amendments w'here they occur, in the text of the Treaty 
in place of the original words, and follow it by the usual ratification. 

Your despatches to N- 17 inclusive ® have been received. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

^ Instructions, American States, vol. 16. 

William Henr\- Trescot, of South Carolina, who signed this instruction, was commissioned 
as Assistant Secretary of State on June 8, i860. He resigned on December 10, 1S60. On 
December 30, 1S52, he had been commissioned secretary of the legation in Great Britain, 
and had, later, resigned, his resignation taking effect early in May, 1853. 

*_The resolution of the 26th provided for striking out of Article XVI the words; “The 
L pjted States agree to use all legal means and reasonable vigilance to prevent the formation 
within their Territories of hostile expeditions destined for those of the Republic of Nicara¬ 
gua and it also provided that at the end of the second clause of the same article, the 
following words should be added: “But no duty or power imposed upon or conceded to the 
L nited_ States by the provisions of this article shall be performed or exercised except by 
authority and in pursuance of laws of Congress hereafter enacted.” 

The resolution of the 27th provided that the time limit for the exchange of the ratifications 
of the treaty “be extended six months from this 27th day of June, i860, the limitations 
contained in the said treaty to the contra^ notwithstanding.” 

5 Dimitry's No. 17 is not included in this publication. 


William Henry Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States, to 
Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, July 12, i860. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 9— 
instant^ in which you communicate, under instructions from the govern¬ 
ment of Guatemala, its views in regard to the protest made by Mr. Clarke, 
our late Minister in that country, against certain negotiations which had been 
conducted between Guatemala and Great Britain. 

In reply I have the honor to inform you that the line of conduct pursued 
by Mr. Clarke while Minister Resident was not approved, nor his Protest 
against the Treaty, authorized by this Government, as will appear from the 
following extract of a despatch dated i8th. February last from this Depart¬ 
ment to Mr. Clarke:—^ 

The Department regrets exceedingly that your understanding of the 
precise relations between this Government and that of Great Britain in 
regard to Central American questions was so inexact as to permit you to 
adopt a line of conduct different from that which the accord of those 
governments would have indicated as the most consistent with their mu¬ 
tual views, and to lead you to protest against negotiations which were 
in harmony with the understanding of the subject entertained here and 
at London. 

It is proper to add that unfortunately Mr. Clarke died before the receipt 
of this despatch and that in the absence of any representative of the United 
States Government in Guatemala it was returned unopened to this Depart¬ 
ment. 

Trusting that this explanation will satisfy you that the Government of 
the United States had no intention of interfering with the rights of Guate¬ 
mala, nor of embarrassing a negotiation, the object of which it had previously 
approved. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1139 

William Henry Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the U?iited States, to 
Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica ^ 

No. 19 Washington, July 18, i860. 

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter just received from H. L. Steb- 
bins, Esquire, dated the 14th. instant ® from which you will learn that there 

^ Notes to Central America, vol. i. ® See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. ISS^* 
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is a prospect of an earlv adjustnient of the pending' dirferences between the 
American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company and the Government of 
Nicaragua. 

Any thing which you can properly do towards promoting an arrangement 
of the issues connected with the Transit question will, it is believed, con¬ 
tribute largely to the happy solution of the international questions under 
discussion between the United States and Nicaragua. It is of course under¬ 
stood that any interposition on your part must be purely on the ground of 
personal good offices, and be restricted by the previous instructions to you 
containing the views of the Department, upon the Transit questions. 

Your despatches i8 and 19 have been received. 

I am, Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1140 

Lei^'is Cass, Secretary of State of the Lhiiied States, to Luis Molina, Honduran 
Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, October 8, i860. 

Sir: In March, last, this Government concluded with Don Leon Alvarado, 
then Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States, a treaty of friendship, 
commerce and navigation alike advantageous to the interests and honorable 
to the character of both countries. That Treaty was in due course trans¬ 
mitted by Sehor Alvarado to his own Government, but while awaiting the 
usual and consequent ratification, the Government of the United States was 
surprised by the receipt of a letter from the Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
of Honduras ^ taking no exception to the provisions of the Treaty but inform¬ 
ing it “that Mr. Alvarado was lacking in authority to conclude such; for 
although it is certain that in the year 1856, he was accredited on the part 
of this Republic as Representative near the United States for the purpose of 
adjusting a Treaty of the class mentioned above, I also know that commis¬ 
sion was withdrawn from him in the same year with the approval of ITis 
Excellency the President of the State; which decision was communicated to 
the Government of the Lnited States, which surely cannot have been in¬ 
formed thereof up to this date. In such a state of things the Government 
of this Republic which ardently desires the strengthening of the relations 
it cherishes with the American Union, finds itself obliged not to take into 
consideration the convention referred to, inasmuch as that would be equiva- 

* The former of these 


without any delegation whatever, and in great derogation of the Sovereignty 
of this Country.” 

This letter would have received an immediate reply but from the inti¬ 
mation with which it concluded that a representative from Honduras had 
been accredited to this Government. Having therefore presented your cre¬ 
dentials to the President as Minister Plenipotentiary for the republic of 
Honduras and this Government having expressed its gratification at so ac¬ 
ceptable a selection, it becomes my duty to call your attention to the com¬ 
munication referred to and to say that this Government cannot with proper 
respect for itself or due consideration for the well established principles of 
international intercourse accept the decision of the Government of Honduras 
upon the validity of the Treaty. 

It is expressly stated by His Excellency the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
that Don Leon Alvarado was duly accredited by the Government of Hon¬ 
duras to the Government of the United States for the purpose of negotiating 
such a Treaty as was actually concluded and from the period of his arrival 
here to the receipt of the letter to which I have asked your attention, this 
Government received from the Government of Honduras no intimation of a 
change either in the person of the Minister or in the objects of the mission. 

Under these circumstances however much this Government may regret the 
failure of so important a communication as that described by His Excellency 
and whatever responsibility it may be just and proper for the Government of 
Honduras to exact from its representative as between themselves, this Gov¬ 
ernment cannot admit the existence of any irregularity in the negotiation 
and conclusion of the Treaty and I therefore express the confident expecta¬ 
tion of the Government of the United States that the republic of Honduras 
will not delay the ratification of a Treaty to which the good faith of both 
countries is irrevocably committed. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1141 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 21 Washington, November ig, i860. 

Sir: Your despatches 29 and 30 ® were received on the i6th. instant. 
While the Department appreciates the discomfort and annoyance to 
which you are exposed in the capricious and tortuous policy of the govern- 
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forbearance of this government, Nicaragua chooses to persist in a course 
which must in all probability result in a defeat of the treaty concluded by the 
plenipotentiaries of the two Governments, it is to be presumed that the 
consequences of such a course have been fully weighed and that Nicaragua is 
not unwilling to abide by them. 

I am. Sir, Your obedient servant. 


1142 

Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, to Luis Molina, Honduran, 
Nicaraguan, and Costa Rican Minister to the United States ^ 

Washington, November 26, i860. 

Sir: I have received your note of the 2^ of October^ addressed to me in 
the joint names of the governments of Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, 
but have been prevented from answering it at an earlier day in consequence 
of the difficulty I found in procuring information which I needed in the 
investigation of the subject presented by you. As each of those Republics 
has appointed you its Minister to the United States, and as you have been 
recognized in that capacity by the President, any representation you may 
think proper to make in the name of either of them, will be received and 
respectfully considered. But I must remind you that they have no joint 
political existence and tho’ the^' may have subjects of common interest, that 
community of interest arises from geographical position and not from political 
connection. This government, in the earnest desire it felt for the security 
and prosperity of the Central American States, communicated to some of 
them some time since, its conviction that their union under a Federal govern¬ 
ment would be a measure which could not fail to rescue them from many of 
the grave evils, to which in their isolated condition they are exposed, and 
recommended its adoption. This friendly representation, looking to a com¬ 
bination of their strength furnishes conclusive proof that the United States 
entertain no designs hostile to their Independence or to their internal 
tranquility. But the advice was disregarded, and each of those States yet 
constitutes a Power, as independent of its neighbors, as of the other Nations 
of the World. But even if those three Republics had a right to assume the 

^ Notes to Central America, voL i. * See below, this volume, pt. ii, doc. 1569. 


certainly have none to speak in the name of Central America, for there are 
two States of that extensive region for which you possess no authority to 
act known to, or recognized by this government. 

Under these circumstances this government would have been fully justified 
in declining to receive this joint representation, but the President in a spirit 
of friendly regard is willing to waive the objections to this proceeding, tho’ 
while doing so, the principle it assumes that this Country can be held re¬ 
sponsible to any government for wrongs alleged to have been committed 
against another is peremptorily repudiated. I am instructed therefore to 
inform you that the views of the President respecting the various subjects 
you have presented will be communicated to you as the representative of 
each of those Powers, and I address this note to you as the Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of Honduras.^ 

As your reference to the invasions of Nicaragua and Costa Rica some years 
since, seems to be merely for the purpose of expressing your views concern¬ 
ing them, unaccompanied with any demand upon this government, it is no 
farther necessary to advert to them than to say, that as they had already 
been sufficiently discussed, and the United States had condemned these 
proceedings, and had discharged their duties in relation to them, their 
introduction at this time can serve no useful purpose, and I regret that you 
have deemed it expedient to refer to them. 

The recent expedition against Honduras led by Genl Walker, and which 
was fortunately defeated, forms the principal subject of your communication. 
I had read this with the attention due to the gravity of the circumstances, 
and with feelings of sincere regret, that Honduras has been exposed to the 
same lawless spirit which has heretofore inflicted so much injury upon other 
States in that quarter. These assaults upon peaceful Countries deserve the 
severest condemnation and they have not failed to excite the deep regret 
of this government as has been repeatedly shown by its acts and declarations. 
Upon every occasion known to it, it has not failed to exert all its power to 
prevent any infraction of the laws of the United States by which such enter¬ 
prises are prohibited and the offenders subjected to punishment. No 
representation has ever been made by a Public Minister from that region 
conveying information that such designs were meditated which has not been 
immediately attended to, and all legal measures taken to defeat them. 

I learn from your despatch, and for the first time, that a conspiracy is 
believed to exist in the Southern States with extensive ramifications and 

1 At this point, in the file copy of this note, an asterisk appears, and, in the corresponding 
note, at the foot of the page, appear the following lines: 

“ *E. E. and M. P. of Costa Rica. 

“*Charge d’Affaires of Nicaragua.” 



considerable resources, the object of which is to destroy the nationality and 
independence of Honduras and the other States, to subdue them by fire 
and sword, and to introduce slavery there. I submit for your consideration 
whether grave charges of such a nature should occupy a prominent place in 
a diplomatic recapitulation of alleged grievances without some reasonable 
proof to sustain them. No facts are presented which justify such statements, 
nor is any evidence proffered by means of which this government might 
be enabled to investigate the grounds of this accusation, and if found cor¬ 
rect, to adopt such measures, both preventive and punitive, as might be 
proper and in its power, if indeed it is intended by this complaint to invoke 
its action. Tho’ the statement is qualified as “a belief,” yet it does not the 
less furnish the occasion for serious charges and remarks, which I have read 
with some surprise, and which, if well founded, would impose a heavy 
responsibility upon this Country. 

While disposed to make all due allowance for the feelings justly excited 
by the inroad into Honduras, in which Gen- Walker participated, and for 
which he forfeited his life, I must yet remind you that the sense of injury 
does not supply the place of proof, nor is it alone sufficient to maintain the 
views you have presented. I cannot agree with you in opinion that the 
reference to “events of public notoriety, without descending to details,” 
or in other words without pointing out the events referred to, and connecting 
them with the accusation, furnishes just ground for the complaints you 
have made. 

There is no disposition to deny that there are many persons in the United 
States possessed of more enterprise than virtue, who are ready to engage in 
illegal undertakings against other Countries, sometimes influenced by the 
desire of plunder, sometimes by ambitious hopes, and sometimes by the 
higher motive of relieving suffering communities from the oppressions of 
arbitrary’ governments. History is filled with narratives of such efforts, 
and that the spirit which prompts them is now in active operation, events 
which are passing in Europe leave no room for doubt. 

But even there, where the authority of the Governments is at once so 
powerful and comprehensive, where the population is crowded, the distances 
to be traversed short and the administrative machinery, both for detection 
and punishment so complete and effective, it has been found impossible to 
repress them, and they are carried on at this time upon a scale unknown in 
this hemisphere. I refer to this state of things not for the justification of 
this government, for it needs none, but to remind you of the difficulties 
inherent in this subject. 

As to the complete immunity” which you suppose these adventurers 



pate, resulting trom these ettorts are equally deprecated by this government, 
but when you ask that a “radical remedy’’ should be provided, I can only 
repeat, that our laws are as rigid, it is believed, as those of most other 
Countries, and that in their administration the government endeavors in 
good faith and with all the means in its power to prevent and to punish these 
criminal proceedings. 

A government is responsible only for the faithful discharge of its interna¬ 
tional duties, but not for the consequences of illegal enterprises of which it 
had no knowledge, or which the want of proof or other circumstances ren¬ 
dered it unable to prevent. 

When the persons engaged in these undertakings escape the vigilance of 
the authorities of their own Country, and invade the territory of another 
Power, their defeat must then depend upon the opposition they may meet 
there. It is the right of such Power to deal with them, as its laws provide, 
and whatever punishment they may undergo, no other State is justified in 
interfering or complaining. And I am gratified to learn by your despatch, 
that you anticipate no difficulty hereafter in repelling these invasions, should 
a lawless spirit prompt their renewal, and this government sincerely hopes 
that in any such case this anticipation may be realized by the defeat and 
punishment of the invaders. 

You dwell at some length upon the affairs of Ruatan and upon the charac¬ 
ter and conduct of Gen* Cabafios. With the latter subject this government 
has no concern whatever, and its concern with the former results from the 
stipulations of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty which requires that it be delivered 
to Honduras by Great Britain, together with the other Islands of the group; 
and it is not doubted that this will be done in good faith as soon as the lat¬ 
ter ^ Power is prepared to take possession of Ruatan. You attribute to the 
conspiracy which you denounce the circulation of false rumors with a view to 
deceive the public respecting the true designs of Gen* Walker and to render 
it favorably disposed toward their accomplishment. Among these rumors 
was the report of the alleged “supposititious resistance’’ of the Island of 
Ruatan to the treaty of cession and of the dissatisfaction said to prevail there, 
which you seem to suppose exerted an unfavorable influence in this Country 
by inducing the belief that the object of the enterprise was not a predatory 
but a laudable one, and that its success would meet the cordial codperation of 
the inhabitants. A few remarks upon this subject may serve to correct an 
erroneous impression. 

Soon after the conclusion of the treaty of cession, rumors were prevalent, 
as well in this Country as in Europe, that the inhabitants of Ruatan, or at 
least a large portion of them, were opposed to the contemplated transfer of 



the Island, and that the opposition to it was publicly avowed. It is your 
opinion that no such state of things existed, and that the rumors were false 
and did injustice to the loyalty of the people, who, if I understand you, mani¬ 
fested no repugnance to the measure. I have examined the documents you 
have transmitted in support of this opinion, but I cannot perceive that they 
at all contradict the general conviction that the people were opposed to pass¬ 
ing under the jurisdiction of Honduras; at any rate without some guarantees 
which they considered essential for the security of their persons and property. 
This disaffection, almost from the signature of the treaty of transfer, Nov. 
28, 1859, was a matter of general notoriety, published and commented upon 
in the Journals of this Country and of England. It attracted the attention 
of this government which observed its progress with some solicitude, lest it 
might eventually interfere with the full execution of the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty. Documents have come to the knowledge of the public, establishing 
beyond doubt the truth of the reports. Among these is a letter from the 
Duke of Newcastle, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, to Gov. Darling, dated March 30, i860. It was in answer 
to a memorial from the inhabitants of Ruatan addressed to the Queen, 
praying Her Majesty not to ratify the treaty concluded with the Republic of 
Honduras for the cession of the Island. In order to mature the necessary 
measures in time for this representation to reach London and to be answered 
by the 30th. of March, the opposition to the proposed arrangement must have 
developed itself immediately after the terms of the treaty concluded in 
Honduras were known. The Duke of Newcastle in this letter expresses 
the regret of the Queen that motives of State policy had rendered the 
measure necessary, and recognizes the opposition of the inhabitants, while 
giving the assurance that it would occasion deep concern to the Queen 
should the people be disturbed by anticipations of injury by the change. 

I am informed that on the of May, the views and determination of 
the British government were made known to the people of Ruatan by Lieut. 
Gov. Price, who communicated to them a Royal Proclamation together with 
the letter of the Duke of Newcastle. On the same day a public meeting was 
held by the inhabitants at which it is alleged that great excitement prevailed, 
and that a declaration was adopted defining the guarantees required for the 
protection of civil and religious liberty and for the purpose of transmitting 
the same unimpaired to their posterity. 

I have entered into this review in order to show that the rumors prevalent 
in this Country respecting disturbances in Ruatan were not the result of a 
conspiracy here, but that they were founded upon occurrences which took 
place there and which fully justified the belief as entertained. These actual 


m me opposiuon wruun was meaiLaieu lo me transier to iionauras. it is 
believed that General Walker left this Country about the beginning of June, 
and circumstances justify the supposition that his destination at the time of 
his departure was the Island of Ruatan. What influence the “malevolence 
of the press” could have had under these circumstances it is not easy to 
perceive. 

In this connection I feel called upon to remark that while I do not object 
to your condemnation of Gen- Walker, and your denunciation of his proceed¬ 
ings, still I submit for your consideration whether the introduction into your 
despatch of events in which he was engaged some years before, and which 
have been already so fully discussed, and also whether the harsh epithets you 
apply to him had not better been avoided. He has passed beyond the reach 
of human judgment, and while his illegal enterprises form a just subject of 
examination and condemnation upon all befitting occasions, still the terms in 
which you characterise him personally, while they add no force to your 
representations are hardly consistent with a diplomatic discussion under 
existing circumstances. 

I deem it unnecessary to follow your comments upon the “notorious ma¬ 
levolence”, the “gratuitous injustice and the irritating tone,” which you 
ascribe to the press of the United States. These are hard words, and even if 
the opinions they indicate respecting this great organ of public opinion in this 
country are entertained by you, still I can perceive neither reason nor pro¬ 
priety in their introduction into your despatch. You do not ask any action 
concerning it on the part of the government and had you done so, the appli¬ 
cation would have been peremptorily declined. The government of the 
United States have no jurisdiction over the Press in the respective States 
and if such jurisdiction existed, its exercise with a view to prevent or to in¬ 
flict punishment for any publication criticising or condemning the course of 
public measures in other countries or in our own, would be an experiment 
upon the feeble forbearance, little likely to be made, and if made, sure to be 
defeated. There is no country, holding in any proper regard the inestimable 
advantages of a free press, which would permit it to be thus overrode, and in 
the States of Central America this immunity from prosecution in cases affect¬ 
ing foreign nations, seems to be fully enjoyed, at any rate so far as regards 
the United States, whose conduct and motives are assailed with a freedom 
and bitterness not often witnessed elsewhere, but which give no concern 
whatever to this government. And I have to assure you that the judgment 
pronounced by the American press upon the policy and proceedings of the 
Central American States, are due to far different considerations than to any 
favorable regard for “ fillibusters” or any approbation of their proceedings as 


almost hostile feeling exhibited in those States towards this Country, may 
have not been without its natural effect. A feeling admitted indeed in your 
note while it is very unsatisfactorily accounted for. 

I have read with a good deal of surprise your statement, that the Central 
American States have assumed obligations and made concessions of the great¬ 
est weight and importance to the United States for the express purpose of 
securing themselves against fillibustering invasions and claims for consequen¬ 
tial damages. I have no knowledge of any concessions made or obligations 
assumed by these States. It would be a sufficient answer to say, that with 
Honduras we have no treaty, for altho’ a treaty between the two govern¬ 
ments has been concluded, it has so far only been ratified by us, and even 
this treaty contains no stipulations which are not perfectly equal and which 
are not found in the treaty between Honduras and Great Britain. But I will 
remind you that with Guatemala, San Salvador and Costa Rica we have 
treaties containing the usual provisions and their dates respectively of 1849, 
1850 and 1851, are sufficient evidence that they could have had no reference 
to fillibuster movements. With Nicaragua we have no treaty, for altho’ one 
has been negotiated, it awaits the final action of the government of that 
Country, and I regret that delays are interposed which are not satisfactorily 
explained to this government, and whatever concessions or obligations this 
unratified treaty may contain are already secured by Nicaragua to France 
and England in similar Conventions. 

I have also been surprised at the statement in your despatch that the 
persons and property of foreigners have been effectually protected notwith¬ 
standing the difficulties which have prevailed in Central America. That 
view is not supported by the facts which have taken place; for the injuries 
which our citizens have sustained have never been denied, altho’ to this 
moment they are entirely unatoned for. It is true that a Convention has 
been concluded with Costa Rica providing for the investigation and payment 
of the just claims of our citizens, altho’ as it reached here during the recess 
of the Senate, it has not yet been ratified by the United States; but the 
alleged indemnification provided for such claims by Nicaragua, as also the 
allowance which it is said that State had begun to make for the payment 
are for the first time made known to this Department; and the Government 
trusts that such specific information may be communicated as will enable 
it to secure for its citizens the amount of claims so long withheld. I have to 
remark however that the arrangement thus stated to have been made by the 
government of Nicaragua is a satisfactory proof that the protection “to their 
full extent of the rights and guarantees” to foreigners has not been so 
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protection to foreigners in that region. The Consul reports, that the house 
of this citizen, Dr. Hogan, was entered at night by a party of soldiers, led by 
an officer acting "under orders,” and that he was taken prisoner, that 
subsequently he was prosecuted before a civil tribunal, and after the trial 
had continued twenty days the case was taken from the Court by a decree 
of the Executive and Dr. Hogan was banished from the Country for three 
years greatly to his personal inconvenience, and to the serious injury if not 
the ruin of his property and business. The Consul farther states that the 
accused could not have been convicted by the Court had the trial gone on. 
I cannot doubt but that due explanation and reparation will be made when 
the representations are received which our Minister has been instructed to 
make to the government of Costa Rica. 

It remains for me only to notice the grave protest with which your note 
concludes. Referring to the various grievances which you have enumerated, 
you call upon the President "to devise a radical remedy for evils so tran- 
scendently serious,” declaring in the name of Honduras and of the other 
governments you represent "that in the event unfortunately of the repetition 
of invasion by adventurers in their own territory or that of their allies and 
brothers with unavoidable injury to national and foreign interests, they will 
repudiate any responsibility for injuries which it is not for them to foresee” 
and protesting that these parties will not listen “to any reclamation for 
damages which the adventurers may inflict nor for those which may in¬ 
evitably originate in a state of war, nor from measures it may be considered 
necessary by the governments for the defence of the Country either to 
persons or property of transient or resident foreigners” adding, however, 
that such "governments will omit no efforts to give them all the protection 
in their power which may be compatible with the national defence.” 

What other independent nations are included under the designation "allies 
and brothers” you have not informed me any more than you have of the 
authority by which Honduras in conjunction with Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
undertakes to announce the views and policy of such nations to the United 
States. Whatever they are, those States are competent to perform that 
task for themselves. But I beg to assure you that there was no necessity 
for this repudiation by Honduras of all responsibility for "injuries to national 
and foreign interests” committed in any other territory than its own. If we 
should have cause to complain of any violation of our conventional or inter¬ 
national rights in Costa Rica or Nicaragua, we shall look to the governments 
of those Countries respectively for such redress as we may believe we are 
fairly entitled to. You will be pleased therefore to communicate to the 
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of them is alone responsible to the Powers of the World. 

This government sincerely trusts that Honduras as well as the whole 
valuable and extensive region of which it makes a territorial part, will not 
be again exposed to such reprehensible invasions as have disturbed its 
tranquillity and inflicted lamentable injury upon its citizens. And I renew 
the expression of the gratification I have derived from your assurances of 
the power of the people successfully to repel the invaders and of the una¬ 
nimity with which that power will be exerted. Marauding expeditions may 
do some injury at first but they can make no permanent impression upon a 
country animated with such a spirit, and they cannot fail to terminate in the 
capture and just punishment of the adventurers. 

With regard to the policy of Honduras towards such adventurers from 
whatever country they may come, the United States have no concern. But 
they have a deep interest in the safety and protection of their peaceful 
citizens wherever they may reside and their duty to them will not be neg¬ 
lected. It is impossible to foresee and it would be ungracious to anticipate, 
what complications may arise out of future events in that quarter of the 
World, nor what measures may be adopted affecting the ‘ ‘ national interests ’' 
or “the persons and property of’’ American citizens. I desire, however, to 
assure you for the information of the government of Honduras, that the 
United States will hold it responsible for any injuries which their citizens 
may suffer by its action or inaction if contrary to the laws of nations. Should 
that time unfortunately come, the course to be pursued will be dictated by 
the honor and rights of the United States, notwithstanding the present or 
any future protest. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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Jeremiah, S. Black, Secretary of State of the United States, to Alexander 
Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 22 Washington, December ig, i860. 

Sir; Your despatches to N° 33 inclusive^ have been received. 

I have to express to you the earnest desire of the President to adjust 
the Treaty negotiations now pending—in the unratified instrument—with 
Nicaragua before the close of his administration. If that Government is 
honestly disposed to reciprocate the friendly sentiments of the United 
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Treaty. The Department is confident that you have used diligence in this 
respect, and hopes that before this reaches you the Congress of Nicaragua 
will have ratified the Convention. Should this not be the case you will 
endeavor to procure the adoption of such a measure at the earliest possible 
moment and I think you may safely give assurances that the Senate of the 
United States will extend the period fixed for the exchange of ratifications 
so as to meet the exigencies of the case. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 
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Ignacio G6mez, designated Charge d'Affaires of Salvador at Washington, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, January 31, 1831. 

Sir: On the 25*.’' of May 1849, when on my way back from Rome, where 
I had remained some time in the official capacity of Charge d’Affaires of 
some of the States of Central America, I had the honour to address a letter ^ 
from Barcelona to the Department of State, then filled by the honorable M • 
Clayton, stating that I had received credentials accrediting me as Charge 
d’Affaires of San Salvador to this Government and announcing at the same 
time the being about to be appointed to represent likewise in this country the 
other two States of Nicaragua and Honduras, and inquiring if I could rely 
upon being received in my official character. My letter must be amongst 
the files of the State Department. 

The honorable M^ Clayton, in reply, wrote me a despatch dated 18*?^ June 
of the same year, informing me that there never would have been any hesi¬ 
tation on the part of the American Government to receive a duly accredited 
functionary from the States adverted to, and that I would be readily recog¬ 
nized and welcomed. 

Private affairs called me to Spain and obliged me to remain in that country 
longer than I had anticipated. I have not, on that account, been able to 
leave Europe till the last month. 

Upon my arrival at the United States, I wrote to my Government asking 
for new instructions, which seemed to be required, before entering upon my 
official duties in Washington, not only by the circumstance of the lapse of 
time, but by the changed condition of affairs in Central America. I enter¬ 
tain no doubt that I shall receive them at an early day. 

Aware, nevertheless, of the interest which now attaches to affairs in that 
country and aware also that an inquiry respecting the blockade of the ports 
of Central America in the State of San Salvador, by British Naval forces, 
has been made in the Senate of the United States, I regard it as a part of 
my duty to address the honorable Secretary of State upon the subject. 

San Salvador was about a year ago subjected to a similar blockade. The 
grounds of that demonstration consisted, for the most part, of sundry claims 
for reclamations of British traders in the country. Such claims were pend¬ 
ing against the Government of that State, when in the month of October 
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Government a series of articles, to which he demanded its assent within a 
fixed time and without modifications. The Government named Commis¬ 
sioners to treat with him—The Commissioners and the British functionary- 
agreed upon a convention, which, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution of San Salvador, was afterwards submitted to the Congress of 
the State. The Congress was disposed to ratify the articles relating to 
pecuniary claims, but refused to assent to others, which, as I have seen from 
the public papers, the Government of San Salvador pretends were agreed 
upon by its Commissioners in opposition to the instructions given and the 
restrictions imposed upon them. Such a refusal from the State to comply 
with the terms of the agreement in all its parts, is the principal ground of 
the present blockade. There are other grounds of complaint, indicated in 
the proclamation of the President of San Salvador, a copy of which, contained 
in the official paper of the Government, I have the honour to submit here¬ 


with. 

Such is the state of the relations of San Salvador with Great Britain, a 
condition of affairs alike deplorable and injurious to the weaker party. 

Notwithstanding what I have had the honour to state, my opinions, if I 
may be allowed to express them freely and frankly, are that the present 
difficulties and misunderstanding between my Government and the British 
Charge arise more from the form and the manner in which the claims have 
been presented than from any other cause, since the official papers charge 
that functionary with being strongly prejudiced against the present Adminis¬ 
tration and that conviction embitters all the relations between them; but the 
Government protests, at the same time, that it is disposed to do justice and 
arrange all lawful reclamations which may be made in a peaceful and amica¬ 
ble manner and which shall not derogate from the dignity or infringe upon 
the rights of the State. 

Looking to the honour and the interests of the same, and confident of the 
friendly disposition of the American Government and People towards the 
States of Central America, I have no hesitation in soliciting, under the exist¬ 
ing relations, the good offices of this Government so far as they may be 
interposed in consonance with international law, in behalf of San Salvador, 
with the view of arranging in a prompt and satisfactory manner, the difficul¬ 
ties pending between that State and Great Britain. 

I avail myself, Sir, [etc.]. 




Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States, in Guatemala, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 4 Guatemala City, February 21, 1851. 

With reference to mine (N® 3) of 21st September ult“ ^ communicating 
the facts in relation to certain claims made by British Agents, on the 
Government of the State of San Salvador, I have to inform you that a 
Blockade of the Ports of San Salvador was instituted in the month of 
November ult°, in consequence of satisfaction not being obtained for those 
demands.® . . . 

It has been intimated to the Government of San Salvador and also to 
that of Honduras, by the Commander of H. B. M. Steamer Gorgon, that in 
the month of October next, a larger naval force will arrive to establish a 
more rigorous blockade of all the ports of San Salvador and Honduras, un¬ 
less a previous satisfactory arrangement of the claims in question be effected. 

I deem it therefore expedient to communicate the above facts for the in¬ 
formation of the President of the United States. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 
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Josi de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, February 24,1851. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has the honor of addressing himself to Mr. Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States, for the purpose of submit¬ 
ting to him a few remarks, relative to the construction which Great Britain 
has thought proper to put upon the treaty concluded between that Power, 
and the United States of the North, on the 19^*^ of April, 1850. 

It is publicly known that the object of the aforesaid treaty was to secure 
the most perfect liberty in the construction of the Maritime Canal, through 
the Isthmus of Nicaragua, and to guarantee the neutrality of that important 
route of interoceanic Communication. There can be no doubt, that, in 
order to attain these ends, and with a view of avoiding all kinds of difficul¬ 
ties, in the faithful and honest performance of the stipulations of the treaty, 
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the two powers have thought it proper to cause to be inserted the names of 
all the States, districts and localities adjoining, or through which, the afore¬ 
said Canal had to pass, and among them, the Mosquito Coast and Country, 
which form and constitute, as they have always formed and constituted, 
an essential and integral part of the republic of Nicaragua. 

The result of this has been, that Great Britain, being determined to con¬ 
strue to her own advantage the very letter and provisions of the treaty, 
addressed new instructions and communications to all her agents in Central 
America; especially to those residing in Nicaragua, announcing to them, in 
explanation of the text of the treaty, that the Government of the American 
Union had recognized the existence of the pretended King of Mosquitos, and, 
consequently, the usurpation of the port of San Juan; and that the treaty of 
the 19*^ of April, 1850, so far from weakening the rights of the Savage Chief, 
confirms and strengthens them. 

The Undersigned, although fully satisfied as to the sentiments which ani¬ 
mate the Government of the Union, and the error, into which the British 
Government has fallen, cannot avoid addressing himself to Mr. Daniel Web¬ 
ster, Secretary of State, for the purpose of ascertaining, whether the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States, really intends to recognize, in virtue of said treaty, 
the existence of a separate sovereign territory, independent of the Republic 
of Nicaragua, commonly known by the designation of Mosquito coast, and 
Mosquito country: and whether the present administration, which so wisely 
and so prudently rules the destinies of the Republic, concurs in the opinions, 
and avows the principles laid down in the despatch, which M^ Clayton ad¬ 
dressed to the Charge D’Affaires of the Republic, in Nicaragua, under date 
of May 7*^ 1850.^ 

The Undersigned begs that the Secretary of State will be pleased to give an 
answer to the questions contained in this despatch, as soon as possible, and 
to receive [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, February 26, 1851. 

Mr. Secretary: Under date of the 13*'" of October 1850, the Undersigned 
addressed a Communication to Mr. Abbot Lawrence, United States Minister 
in London,^ and one subsequently, dated the 18*’^ of last January, to Mr. 



Kepublic/ Dom ot wnicn notes contained me tollowmg declaration. benor 
Ministro:—The Legation of Nicaragua, has learnt from a reliable source, 
that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty has proposed to the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States of America, as a means of settling the question 
of San Juan, the cession of that port to the State of Costarica. The tend¬ 
ency of this proposition, being to deprive Nicaragua of her rights over this 
portion of her territory,—rights, which the forcible occupation of that port 
could not have destroyed; and, as this arrangement is moreover in opposi¬ 
tion, not only to the interests of Nicaragua, but also to those of the American 
Company for the construction of the Atlantic Pacific Canal, and this being 
a new Occupation disguised under different forms, the Undersigned declares, 
in the most peremptory, solemn, and positive manner, that, his Govern¬ 
ment, so far from being able or intending to accept this basis, as the means of 
settlement, only sees in it, a fresh act of injustice,—a source of new diffi¬ 
culties, and further complications. 

‘ ‘ The Government of Nicaragua, cannot, under any circumstances, consent 
to this new spoliation, equally at variance with all principles of equity and 
justice;—it were to renounce, on the contrary, all those rights, which have 
appertained to her from times immemorial,—rights, which she has never 
ceased to maintain from the i®* of January, 1848,—the epoch, when the Brit¬ 
ish Naval forces took possession of San Juan, in the name of the pretended 
Mosquito King. 

“The Undersigned, therefore, begs that the American Minister will be 
pleased to make the foregoing declaration known; and, in the mean-time, he 
avails himself of this opportunity to tender him the assurances of his most 
distinguished consideration.” 

As the Undersigned is in possession of positive datas, showing that the 
British Government insists upon the arrangement alluded to, in furtherance 
of which, it has prevailed upon the Government of Costarica, to set up false 
pretensions to the port of San Juan, I cannot do less than to repeat, now, the 
declaration which I made on the proper occasion, to the representatives of 
the American Government both in London and in Paris. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 

^ Not included in this publication. 



of the Central American Union ever being restored, Costa Rica assumed the 
full exercise of her Sovereignty as an independent community, She became 
alive to the necessity of strengthening her relations with Foreign Powers. 
She felt particularly anxious to do so in regard to the United States: geo¬ 
graphical situation and identity of political principles, rendering the Amity 
of this country an object of paramount interest to us. 

The President of Costa Rica accordingly appointed me more than two 
years ago Envoy Extraordinary to this Government, as it appears by the 
credentials, confirmed by subsequent acts, which I do myself the honour to 
place in Your Excellency’s hand. Negotiations of a very pressing nature 
however, have prevented me from paying to Your Excellency, at an earlier 
date, the homages of my country and my own humble respects. 

Such negotiations embracing the recognition of our political existnece by 
the Mother Country, the creation of a separate ecclesiastical establishment 
by the Holy See, and Treaties with other Nations conferring to none any 
exclusive advantages, having been successfully terminated, I am at length 
enabled to devote myself to the discharge of a duty, the more gratifying to 
me, as attached to America, by the recollections of my early education, I 
view with deep interest every thing connected with this land of Freedom. 

Allow me therefore, to assure Your Excellency that the Government and 
the People of Costa Rica, are animated by the warmest feelings of Friend¬ 
ship for this Great Nation; and to offer their earnest wishes for the con¬ 
tinuance of its prosperity and for the personal happyness of its illustrious 
rulers. 

Costa Rica, Mr, President, is but a rising State. Yet she entertains the 
hope that her geographical position, her natural resources, the aptness of her 
population for self improvement, and the stability of her administration will 
entitle her to the consideration of the United States, and that she may suc¬ 
ceed in forming as intimate a connection with this country as she has with 
any other power. 

We confidently trust on the wisdom and integrity of his magnanimous 
nation, for the preservation of our rights in any emerging difficulties. We 
find already an evidence of the favourable dispositions of this Government in 
the Ship Canal Convention lately concluded with Great Britain, consacrat- 
ing the principle of the independence and neutrality of the Central American 
States and offering the mediation of both Powers for the settlement of con- 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. No receipt date is given. 



route snail traverse. 

I congratulate myself on being called upon to be instrumental in facili¬ 
tating that glorious enterprize; and I shall do every thing in my power to 
deserve the approval of the American Government and People in the fulfil¬ 
ment of the different objects of my commission. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, March 28, 1851. 

Sir : I have been specially instructed to represent, through your honour¬ 
able medium, to the Government of the United States of America, that the 
Republic of Costa Rica is very anxious to see the philanthropic views of this 
Government, in regard to Central America, carried out, as contemplated 
by the Ship Canal Convention entered into with Great Britain, 

According to the provisions of that Convention, both contracting Powers, 
the United States and Great Britain, agreed to offer their good offices for the 
settlement of any differences existing between the States of Central America 
in regard to the territories over which the projected route shall traverse; 
with a view to remove the political difficulties; embarrassing the execution 
of that great enterprize and in the interest of humanity. 

The Government of the United States is probably aware that the Republic 
of Costa Rica claims a right of dominion over all the country lying on the 
Southern bank of the river San Juan, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Lake 
of Nicaragua, as well as on that portion of the aforesaid Lake, comprised 
between Fort San Carlos and river La Flor; together with a right to the joint 
navigation of the above mentioned river San Juan, and of Lake Nicaragua. 
Costa Rica consequently maintains that her concurrence and participation 
is necessary in order to open any interoceanic communication across the 
described localities. The State of Nicaragua refuses to recognize the valid¬ 
ity of those claims, and pretends to exercise an exclusive controul over all 
matters concerning said territories and said river and Lake. 

These differences have been for the last few years, the subject of frequent 
discussions and missunderstandings between the Governments of Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica; giving rise to an unnatural state of feeling between com¬ 
munities owing their existence to the same source and connected by the ties 
of an equal religion and identical language, customs and laws. 
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means of arriving to a peaceful arrangement of such questions by a direct 
understanding with the neighboring State, as a sense of fraternity and good 
policy would recommend, has come to the conviction that the only way left 
for a settlement is to submit the whole affair to the arbitration of disinter¬ 
ested parties. 

It is under this impression that Costa Rica accepted long time ago the 
high mediation of the United States and Great Britain, and that she appeals 
now to the justice and good will of this Government, trusting that it will, as 
the tutelar Power of this Continent dispense to her the same considerations 
that Nicaragua has obtained, and not afford to the latter country, by Treaty 
or otherwise, any countenance or support injurious to Costa Rica. 

We are likewise led to hope that pending the settlement of the conflicting 
claims, the Government of the United States will be pleased to use its influ¬ 
ence with the Government of Nicaragua in order to prevent a collision 
which would only be attended with waste of life and property and not with 
any final result. 

The character of the present Administration of the American Union, so 
highly distinguished for its wisdom and equity, is regarded by my Govern¬ 
ment as a pledge that the reasonable demands of Costa Rica forming the 
subject of this communication shall be favourably listened to. 

I think it therefore my duty to assure you beforehand that the names of 
the illustrious persons composing now the Administration of this Nation, 
will forever occupy a prominent place in the gratefull hearts of the Costa 
Rican People, as the benefactors of that Country. 

With the renewed assurance [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States, in Guatemala, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

5 Guatemala City, April lo , 1851 . 

... It may not be irrelevant here to add, that in the course of con¬ 
versation with some of the leading men of Guatemala, they gave me to under¬ 
stand they entertained an idea that the U. States Government had sent a 
Minister to Central America for the purpose of engaging the States of Plon- 
duras, San Salvador and Nicaragua to make war upon Guatemala, so as to 
coerce her into a federal union with those States, and I hav<^ to 
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Government do not permit any intervention in the internal policy of other 
States; the people of the U. States would prefer seeing a National Government 
in Central America capable of maintaining peace and resisting foreign aggres¬ 
sion, than segregated States, at continued variance with each other, but that 
the Government of the United States would never in any way intermeddle, 
much less condescend to the attainment of such ends, by intrigue. For¬ 
tunately the message of the President which seems to have given much 
satisfaction here, corroborating my assertions, has been received, translated 
and inserted in the Gazette. 

I have remonstrated against that latent hostility, which I observe exists 
here among a certain class of persons, towards the United States, and have 
endeavoured to make it to be seen, that Guatemala would by far more 
advance her own interests by cultivating friendly relations with the U. States 
and encouraging our commerce, than by fostering any unkind feeling towards 
our country, inasmuch as the U. States must inevitably exercise a great moral 
influence over Central America, despite of all human effort to counteract it, 
and the reply made to me, has been, that they are well aware of it, that the 
rulers of Guatemala entertain no ill will towards the United States, hut they 
are opposed to the application oj the U. States' principles to the country of 
Guatemala. . . . 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States, in Guatemala, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 6—Confidential Guatemala City, April 21,1831. 

I deem it of moment to transmit to the Department the accompanying 
documents copies of a correspondence that has recently been opened on the 
subject of a proposed protectorate of these States under the auspices of 
H. B. M. Government, conjointly with Spain and the U. States.^ 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received June 12. 

“ The following are the documents enclosed with this despatch from Savage, and which 
are commented upon in it; 

Pedro N. Arriaga, Honduran Charge d'Affaires at Guatemala City, to Frederick Chatfield, 
British Charge d'Affaires at Guatemala City 

[translation] 


mumcatea to me rresiaent oi me uintcu oLdtca, '--x i.xx^ j^wxi.x<„- 

man who placed them into my hands, whether or not, I was at liberty to 
exhibit them to the Minister of F. Aff ? of this Republick, for his acknowledge- 

It is superfluous to mention here how much these occurrences retard the commerce 
and prosperity of this section of America, which each day becomes more interesting 
because of its geographical situation; and which on the other hand contains elements 
of much wealth almost entirely unknown until today. 

At present the greater part of the commerce, both export and import, either through 
the ports of the Pacific or by the Northern coast, is carried on with England; whose 
manufactures are consumed by all classes, in proportion as the indigo, cochineal, coffee, 
zarza, wood and other articles go to London for trade and consumption. 

Other products, as hone}^, sugar, tobacco, lumber, and different grains^ will find 
consumption in the Califomias; and then the condition of our peoples, devoting thern- 
selves to commerce and industry, will assume a different aspect,—devastating wars will 
cease and the country prospering, a market would be formed richer and more profitable 
for England and also for all other commercial nations. 

But it is evident that England would have the greatest interest in this trade, and also 
the United States in so far as concerns California and the employment of its merchant 
marine; the reason being, among other political reasons which Your Lordship must 
comprehend, principally because some special engagernent regarding this project is 
expected on the part of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty. 

Another nation which always enjoys some influence in the country is Spain, both 
because its natural products are consumed and because the identity of language, cus¬ 
toms, and old family relations, exercise a moral attraction of not a little importance. 

Such are the reasons why, in view of the political disorder of some of the States of 
Central America, it has been thought^ in Guatemala that England, Spain and the 
United States, coming to an understanding for that purpose, not only in behaff of their 
own interests, but out of sympathy for some nascent peoples, to whose sufferings they 
can not be indifferent, might agree to exercise in concert a sort of protectorate, or 
supervision, with the principal object of promoting a friendly settlement between the 
different independent governments of Central America, and the agreement not to 
attack one another and to submit their questions to the mediation of the three Nations 
referred to, which to that end must be prepared to make their intervention effective. 

Although such a project presents difficulties to be overcome before its realization, the 
fact will not be disguised from the English Government that they are not the same that 
the present situation offers, which must aggravate later events; making the efforts of 
the Foreign Representatives both useless and complicated, due to the lack of agreement 
necessary in order that their influence may be beneficial. 

Moreover, a project such as this will not appear strange, in view of what recently 
took place in Spain, the quadruple alliance (cuatriple alianza): what is taking place in 
Greece, and even various other cases might be cited. The interests of the New World, 
from the point of view of commerce and navigation and also with respect to the in¬ 
fluence of institutions, are worthy of consideration and are each day increasing; and so 
this indication should not cause surprise. 

Should the Charge d’Affaires consider it well to recommend this project to his Govern¬ 
ment, my Government would so inform the Government of Costa Rica and our Consul 
General Charge d’Affaires at London, waiting for a more seasonable opportunity or for 
other more acceptable means to address the Governments of Nicaragua, Honduras and 
Salvador. 

Hoping for a reply from Your Lordship, I have the honor [etc.]. 

Frederick Chatfield, British Chargt d'Affaires at Guatemala City, to Pedro N. Arriaga, 
Honduran Charge d'Affaires at Guatemala City 

Guatemala City, February 25, iSsi. 

Sir: In reply to the note which you did me the honor to address to me yesterday, 
I request to say, that I will immediately lay it before Her Majesty’s Government, and 
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The documents nevertheless, are authentick, inasmuch as on mentioning 
the circumstance to another of the ruling party and a member of the Council, 
he not only did not disclaim them, but on the contrary corroborated the 


of its necessity to enable the Central American States to turn to proper account, the 
elements of wealth and prosperity, which they severally possess. 

I have the honor [etc.], 

Pedro N. Arriaga, Honduran Charge d’Affaires at Guatemala City, to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica 

[translation] 

Guatemala City, February 26, 18$!. 

Sir: Subsequent to the recent events which I had the honor to communicate to Your 
Lordship concerning the aggression of the forces of San Salvador and Honduras, and 
the warning which they received from the army of this Republic under command of 
General Carrera, the latter pursued as far as Santa Ana a remnant of rebels with 
which it was sought to cover the rout; but considering that it is not easy to repress 
the spirit of rivalry on which the efforts of the revolutionists are founded, and that the 
outcry would be raised of a fancied existence in Guatemala of ideas of domination, it 
has appeared more expedient to withdraw our forces, although victorious, preferring 
to maintain ourselves on the defensive rather than be the voluntary causes of a pro¬ 
longed war and of harm to unhappy peoples worthy of a better fate. 

But thinking that such a grievous situation is prejudicial in the extreme to the 
prosperity of the country, a thing which that Government will experience with the 
alarms from the discontent which finds support in Nicaragua; having considered the 
matter carefully^ and in conference with many able and patriotic persons, who are 
likewise calculating the future in view of the events which have taken place on this 
Continent, it has been resolved to promote a mediation of foreign influential powers, 
according to the terms that Your Lordship will see from the attached copy. 

This step, besides being in conformity with the usage and practise of nations, it is 
to be hoped will give very good results, and, moreover, it appears to conform to the 
ideas that that Government has manifested in its differences with the Government of 
Nicaragua; wherefore, should it meet with its approval, instructions can be given to 
Mr. Molina in Europe so that he may unite his efforts with those of Mr. Wallerstein, 
Consul General of this Republic at London, in order to obtain the desired end. 

Such is the object of the present communication, made at the order of His Excellency 
the President. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

Pedro N. Arriaga, Honduran Charge d’Affaires at Guatemala City, to Edward Wallerstein, 
Consul-General of Guatemala at London 

[translation] 

Confidential Guatemala City, February 28,1851. 

Sir: In the latter part of January the communication of Mr. Wallerstein, dated 
December 16 last, was received, giving an account of the interview with Lord Palm¬ 
erston, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty, under the authority granted to him for the jDurpose, on the matters to which 
he refers and others of interest to this Republic; and in view of the satisfactory result 
of this step, he hopes that the same may be continued whenever occasion may arise. 

Besides the ideas expressed by His Excellency Lord Palmerston concerning this 
Republic, and the interest of that Government in its wellbeing, it is of not a little 
importance to know of the permanency of Mr. Chatfield, both because of his knowledge 
of the affairs of this country and because of the respect which his public and private 



oi purpose, as lo piace oeyona a qouul, me genuineness or me corresponaence. 

I am thus particular in mentioning the fact, because no communication on 
the matter has been sent to this Office for transmission to your Department 
and I judge this unofficial manner has been resorted to, for that purpose. 

A protectorate of some sort, under the British Government has, to my 
knowledge, been in contemplation for many years past, but the fact of my 
vigilance over all that affects the interests of the U. States, being too well 
known to the leading men of this State, care has been taken to exclude from 
my knowledge any action on the subject,—vicissitudes of administration 
have suspended its prosecution and finally the Treaty entered into on the 
part of Great Britain by JVD Bulwer on Central American Affairs has evoked 
the modification which is now observed to invite the co-operation of the 
United States and summon the attention of Spain, to secure her possession 
of the Island of Cuba. 


There is now another matter of more importance, which is explained in the copy 
which I am sending herewith by direction of the Government, in order that the Consul 
General, advised of its contents, may take the necessary steps in the matter, informing 
this office of the result. 

This matter is of the greatest interest to the Republic. The Government of Costa 
Rica in all probability will instruct its agent to the same effect, and will be good enough 
to interest therein the Minister of the United States resident at that Court. 

I reiterate to the Consul General the assurances of esteem and respect [etc.]. 


Pedro N. Arriaga, Honduran Charge d'Affaires at Guatemala City, to N. del Barrio, 
Mexican Minister to Guatemala 

[translation] 


Guatemala City, March i, 1851. 

Sir; As Your Lordship will learn from the annexed copy, the Government, with due 
deliberation and after careful examination, has believed it necessary to take some steps 
to secure the independence of the Republic and the peace of these peoples, seeking the 
support and friendly relations of influential powers before the occasion may arise, which 
does not appear remote, of admitting, by force of circumstances and events, the exclu¬ 
sive law of some power which might not be sympathetic toward us. 

Although it is not to be expected that in Mexico attention is fixed on these matters 
in view of the high opinion that has been held of its power, here it has appeared to be 
occupied with the future, in order to guard beforehand against evils which can not be 
easily checked when they approach. 

It will be well for Your Lordship there, in the absence of an agent in Spain which we 
do not yet have, to explain these designs to the Minister of Her Catholic Majesty in 
order that through him the Cabinet of Madrid may be advised in good time, and if the 
latter should approve the plan indicated, it may instruct its Representative in London 
on the matter. 

"IT® Spanish Government in truth should be much interested, even in the preservation 
of the independence of Mexico, since the only means of preserving the Island of Cuba is 
to maintain the dominion of the Spanish race in this Continent. It will be opportune 
for Your Lordship to call this to the attention of the Spanish Minister. 

• knowing here the character and inclinations of the present American Minister 
m Mexmo, it remains for Your Lordship to judge whether it will be advisable to discuss 
tne matter with him; which decision is left entirelv to the Drudpnr<> nnrl wpII 



me reading, it is signiricantiy expressive oi the tears entertained by the rulers 
of Guatemala of the overwhelming power of the United States which may 
eventually absorb Central America, and hence the necessity of devising plans 
to counteract it, relying altogether, for this purpose, on the favour of the 
British Government^ . . . 

Very respectfully, I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 


Washington, May 7, 1851. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua near the Government of the United States, has the 
honor of Enclosing to the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, copies of 
two communications which have been transmitted to the Government of 
Nicaragua, one, by Mr. John Foster, British Vice-Consul at Realejo, and the 
other, by Mr. Frederick Chatfield, Consul General and Charge D’Affaires of 
England in Central America.* 

* The omitted portion discusses matters not pertinent to this publication. 

® Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received May 7. 

^ The two documents, referred to in this paragraph, follow: 

John Foster, British Vice-Consul at Realejo, to Sehastidn Salinas, Minister of Foreign 

Afairs of Nicaragua 

[translation] 

Realejo, October 12, 1850. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you, that I have received, from Mr. Robert Smart, 
Captain of Her Britanic Majesty's ship "Indefatigable," and an old officer of the protec¬ 
tive forces, a note, dated the of September last, from Grey Town, to which point 
he has been sent by the Commanding Officer of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces at Jamaica 


Captain Smart was ordered to communicate to the Government of Nicaragua, the 
tenor of his instructions- 

“The Treaty which has lately been concluded at Washington, between Great Britain 
and the United States, for the construction of a Maritime Canal, to connect the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, having been perversely interpreted by certain parties, as a with¬ 
drawal of the protection which the first mentioned power has hitherto granted to the 
Mosquito nation, Her Majesty’s Government has thought proper to locate the forces 
aforesaid, in Grey Town and its vicinities, for the purpose of showing that it was never 
intended to make any such concession; and while this measure is taken to secure the 
rights of the Mosquito King, every facility will be given to the parties engaged in the 
construction of the Canal across his territory, agreeably to the provisions of said 
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Britain, notwithstanding the stipulations entered into, and the compromises 

- Such, Sir, is the substance of Captain Smart’s Note, and being fully con¬ 
vinced, as I am in fact, that great advantages will accrue to Nicaragua and to Mosquito, 
by the removal of all causes of irritation, which only tend to encrease the number of 
disagreements between them, and to retard that prosperity which is at present dawning 
upon them, I shall be excused for referring, in this place, to the last paragraph in Mr. 
Chatfield’s note of the 2^ of September, addressed to you, Sir, in which he points out 
“the means by which all existing difficulties can be honorably settled,’’ towards which 
object every assistance will be given by your most obedient Servant. 

Frederick Chatfield, British Charge d’Affaires at Guatemala City, to Sebastidn Salinas, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua 

[translation of translation] 

Guatemala City, December 5, iSfo. 

The Government of Nicaragua having systematically slighted the frequent proposi¬ 
tions which have been made to the republic of Nicaragua, in the name of Her Majesty 
the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, as representing the King of Mosquito, with a 
view of determining by means of some formal arrangement, the boundaries, between 
the dominions of the aforesaid King of Mosquitos, and the territory of the_Republic of 
Nicaragua, Her Britanic Majesty has come to the conclusion, that the interest and 
comfort of both parties require that this point should not any longer remain unsettled, 
and, as a proof of the conciliatory spirit which actuates Her Britanic Majesty, on this 
subject, it has been resolved to declare, that the boundaries of the territory of Mosquito, 
on that side which is contiguous to Nicaragua, will be considered the same as those 
which were designated for that Kingdom on the 15*** of September, i82i_, when Nicara¬ 
gua, as a portion of the ancient Kingdom of Guatemala, made herself independent of 
the Spanish Monarchy= This basis being established, the respective localities of the 
two countries are determined according to the civil and ecclesiastical regulations which 
have been in force in Nicaragua;—supposing that the towns and villages which are 
situated on the Mosquito frontier with municipal and parochial authorities, remain as 
they have been until now,—forming a part and being under the jurisdiction of the 
Government and Authorities of Nicaragua. The existing incorrectness of Geographical 
datas,_in regard to the interior of Central America, does not allow, for the present, the 
possibility of determining the latitude and longitude of places appertaining to Nicara¬ 
gua, at a distance from her Eastern and North Eastern frontier; but circumstances 
require, that, the general line of the boundaries which her Majesty’s government is 
disposed to maintain, as Mosquito territory, should be designated; the Government of 
Nicaragua having refused to enter into a friendly discussion, and to appoint Commis¬ 
sioners to that effect, for settling the boundary line between the two territories. With 
this \dew, the Undersigned, Charge D’Affaires of Her Britanic Majesty in Central 
America, has the honor of informing the Minister of the Supreme Government of 
Nicaragua, that the general boundary line of the dominions of Mosquito, runs from the 
northern extremity of the line which separates the district of Tegucigalpa in Honduras 
from the jurisdiction of New Segovia in Nicaragua, and following close upon the 
northern frontier of New Segovia, runs off from the South Eastern boundary of the 
district of Matagalpa and Choutales, and from thence, in an eastern direction, as far as 
the borders of Machuca, in the River San Juan. In order to avoid all possible mistake 
or misunderstanding in regard to the villages which have belonged to Nicaragua from 
the period, previous to her Independence in 1821, there has been annexed to this note, 
a list of the Parish Districts, and their dependencies in the Diocese of Nicaragua, which, 
with their respective demesnes and private estates, with their due titles, that are found 
situated on the Eastern and North Eastern frontier of Nicaragua, it is understood, are 
considered as without the limits of Mosquito on the frontier of Nicaragua. In con- 
clusiim, the Undersigned, in stating that the line referred to above, is that which is 
considered as constituting the boundary between the two countries, begs to repeat, that 
her Britanic Majesty is determined to maintain the same, in the name of the King of 
Mosquito; without relinquishing, on this account, the disoosition to negotiate and to 
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and even a false interpretation to the letter and spirit of the provisions 
contained therein. 

It has appeared to the Government of Nicaragua, that compromises of 
this nature, the object of which is to assist in carrying out an undertaking of 
great magnitude, and of immense utility to the Commercial World, ought 
to have been faithfully complied with, and fully carried into effect, im¬ 
mediately after the Exchange of ratifications between the contracting parties. 

Unfortunately, experience has shown the contrary; and proofs are accumu¬ 
lating daily, to the effect, that the only object which Great Britain has 
proposed to herself, is to evade the compromises aforesaid, and to prolong a 
state of things which is fatal to the entire commerce of the world, contrary 
to justice and to equity, offensive to the dignity and Independence of 
Nicaragua, and injurious to her interests, and to the fostering and develope- 
ment of her Natural resources. If, to these considerations, we add the insults 
and vexations, which are daily inflicted by British Officers and British agents 
who, owing to the want of capacity on the part of the protected Mosquitos, 
exercise authority in the name of that savage tribe, against the honor, the 
dignity and the respect due to the government and the citizens of the 
Republic, it should not be wondered at, if the government and the people of 
Nicaragua, exasperated beyond endurance, were to overstep the boundaries 
of that moderation and forbearance, which, until this day, have been the rule 
and the guide of their conduct. 

Nicaragua is well aware, that, under any other circumstances, her inter¬ 
ference in the affairs of two Great Foreign Powers, might be liable to censure, 
as ill-advised and unreasonable; but, in the present case, when the subjects 
under consideration affect, in so direct a manner, her interests, the integrity 
of her territory, and her political existence, she thinks it her duty to be 
vigilant, and to protest, as she does protest through the medium of her 


for the final settlement of these questions.= The Undersigned hopes, that the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua will perceive the expediency of coming to a friendly understanding 
with the Government of Mosquito; because it is obvious that neither the canal, nor any 
other means of communication through the Isthmus can be fully established, until the 
difficulties which have been started by Nicaragua, upon this point, are settled and 
put at rest. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion, [etc.]. 


Extracts from the table of Parish districts in the Bishoprick of Nicaragua, Jurisdiction of 

New Segovia 

Segovia—its dependencies—Mozonte and the Ocotal—The town of St. Antonio de 
Esteli— The Xicaro==S. A. Jalapa=Tepezomoto=S. A. Pueblo Nuevo=Totogalpa 
and Haquina.- 

—District of Matagalpa.— 

Matagalpa=S. A. Sebaco=Muimui=San Ramon Xinotega—Teustepet==S. A. Baco 
Camuaoa v Comalapa-Palacaguina—^S. A. Condega, y Tespanega—^Acoyapa. 


violation of solemn contracts and sacred compromises, which are so inti¬ 
mately connected with her political, territorial, and mercantile interests. 

The Undersigned hopes therefore, that the Government of the United 
States, duly appreciating the contents of this despatch, and those of the 
accompanying documents, will hasten to adopt some measures, worthy of the 
noble principles which constitute the foundation of American Policy, and in 
harmony with the good and friendly relations, and the interest, which the 
Government and people of the United States have manifested, and still 
continue to manifest daily towards their sister republic of Nicaragua, to 
which they are bound by so many intimate ties, that are happily being drawn 
closer and closer betw^een them. 

The Undersigned, avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, May 8, 1851. 

Sir : Having understood that you intend to enter soon into conferences with 
the Nicaraguan Minister, in regard to the Treaty concluded by Mr. Squiers, 
the late Charge d’Affaires of the United States to Nicaragua, with the Govern¬ 
ment of that Country; and observing that the 35*.^ Article^ of the Treaty in 
question, contains stipulations which are evidently injurious to Costa Rica 
in as much as her right to the joint sovereignty over the Port of San Juan, 
over the river of the same name, and over the navigation of Lake Nicaragua 
is not therein taken into account, I make bold to call your attention to that 
point; and have to request that you be so good as to adjourn the closing of 
the negotiation alluded to, until you have examined at leisure the documents 
which I have presented today f and which I expect will leave no doubt in the 
mind of the American Government as to the justice of the claims of Costa 
Rica. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. r. Received May 9. 

* For the text of this 35th article, see above, vol. in, pt. ii, footnote 2, p. 360. 

^ See his other note of this date, below, this part. 
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Felipe Molma, Costa Rican Mmister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, May 8, 1851. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, has the honor to 
transmit herewith to the Honorable Webster, Secretary’ of State of the 
United States, a Copy of a “Alemoir” on the Boundary questions pending 
between the Republic of Costa Rica and the State of Nicaragua, which he has 
considered his duty to publish, as representative of that Republic. 

He begs likewise to hand the three accompanying manuscript copies,- viz: 

(A) Copy of the charter granted by the King of Spain in 1540, to Diego 
Gutierrez for the purpose of settling the province of Cartago (Costa Rica); 
and conferring upon him the title of Governor, Extracts of other records, 
referring to the commencement of that Colony are annexed thereto. 

(B) Copy of the charter granted by the King of Spain, in 1574, to Diego 
de Artieda, appointing him Governor and Captain General of Costa Rica. 

(C) Copy of a Report sent to the Court of Spain, in 1719, by Don Diego 
de la Haya, the then Governor of Costa Rica, describing at length the condi¬ 
tion in which the Province was at that period. 

The portions of those documents that have not been transcribed in the 
accompanying copies, were only such as appeared quite irrelevant to the 
subject in question. It is in compliance with the instructions of his Govern¬ 
ment that the undersigned hastens now to lay before the Honorable Secretary 
of State the aforesaid Memoir and ancient records for the information of the 
American Government. He ventures to think that these papers afford the 
strongest evidence of the justice of Costa Rica in her claim to the territories 
and rights in dispute, as well as of the moderation that has always guided her 
counsels; and he flatters himself that their perusal will suffice to secure in 
behalf of the country he represents the kind interest and good opinions of the 
Cabinet of Washington, which Costa Rica values in the highest degree and is 
so anxious to deserve. 

Although, as set forth in the report above mentioned, Costa Rica believes 
she has a clear title to repute as belonging to her dominion, the southern 
portion of the harbor of San Juan, now occupied under the authority of the 
Mosquito King, with the assistance of Great Britain,—she has abstained 
heretofore from bringing forward such a claim out of regard for the friendly 
relations existing between herself and Great Britain and in the hope of being 
enabled at some future day, to effect through negotiation a satisfactoty 
arrangement. It will be perceived moreover that the circumstances in which 

1 Notes from Central Amen'ea. vnl. t. TJereint Hate not inHirateH. 



Costa Rica has been placed rendered this line of policy the only one open to 
her. 

However in the event of any change taking place in respect to the aforesaid 
port of San Juan, the Republic of Costa Rica will think herself called upon to 
sustain her claim to it, which is equally as good as that of Nicaragua, and she 
feels confident that her rights will be taken into consideration and that the 
Government of the United States will exercise its influence to have those 
rights duly recognized by Nicaragua, not only in reference to that locality 
but likewise in reference to the whole frontier maintained by the Republic, 

It is hardly necessary to add that having accepted a long time since the 
proffered mediation of the United States and Great Britain, for the settle¬ 
ment of the questions alluded to, Costa Rica, will gladly and thankfully 
listen to any suggestions that both Powers may think proper to make on the 
subject; trusting that some means may be devised to facilitate the earliest 
and most satisfactory termination of these questions as the interest of all 
the parties concerned does require. 

The undersigned profits of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1155 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, Junes, 

My dear Sir: In the message, which the President of the United States, 

addressed to Congress, on the 22^ of July, 1850, relative to the events and the 

occupation of the Island del Tigre, by the British Naval forces, there is, 

page 180, Document B, a literal translation of a note, which Lord Palmerston 

addressed to Senor Castellon on the 16**^ of July 1849,^ on the subject of the 

port of San Juan, and the Mosquito Coast. 

Having been charged by My Government, to continue the Mission of 

Senor Castellon in London, I deemed it my duty to reply to said note, stating 

the grounds upon which Nicaragua bases her rights to the possession of the 

territory, which the British Government disputes. 

As this reply is not to be found in the aforesaid Message, and thinking it 

may serve to throw some light upon the question, I have the honor of sending 

the annexed copy® to the Department, with a view of its being considered, 
- 1 _ -. 1,1 . ^ . 


ragua luiiy nopes, mat, wnen me iiecretary oi i>tate snail nave possessea 


Jos6 de Marcoleta^ Charge d'Affaires of Nicaragua at London, to Viscount Palmerston, 
British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

[translation] 


London, October 27, 184Q. 

My Lord: The Undersigned, Charge D’Affaires of the State of Nicaragua, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of Copies of two notes, which the Right Hon^*'® 
Viscount Palmerston, Her Britanic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
addressed to Mr. Castellon, respectively on the id**" & 17*^ of July last. 

The Undersigned, having been instructed by his Government, to continue to cultivate 
relations of friendship and good understanding between the two countries, and to follow 
up the discussion of those questions, which may be of interest to the two governments, 
especially the one alluded to in the first of the two notes aforesaid, he thinks it his duty 
to address a few remarks to the Right Hon*’'® Viscount Palmerston, on the contents of 
said note, always excepting that portion of it, which relates to the debt of Nicaragua, 
in favor of English subjects; the latter having reserved themselves for an understanding 
on the subject, with the Government of the State, through the interposition of Her 
Majesty’s Consul, in Central America. 

The bases upon which, the Right Hon'’'® Viscount Palmerston thinks it proper to 
rest his principal argument in the note of the 16*'’ of last July, are, firstly,—that the 
Mosquito territory did not form an integral portion of the Spanish dominions, in Central 
America;—Secondly—that in the treaties of 1783 and 1786, between England and 
Spain, it was less a question of proving the rights of the last mentioned power, as to 
regulate the relations of British subjects who exercised their industry and carried on 
their trade along the coast, with the inhabitants of the country, and the authorities 
which the Spanish Government had established there. 

Upon bases like these, the British Government seems disposed to demonstrate the 
unfairness of the claims of the State of Nicaragua, to the possession of the port of San 
Juan. 

That Spain has always considered the territory and the Coast of Mosquito,_ as 
constituting an integral portion of her territory and Sovereignty, in Central America, 
is an incontrovertible point, and a question, which has already been authoritatively 
settled; at least it is so proved by the law entitled, “Recopilacion de Indias,” n® 6, 
Chapter 15**’ Book s'*,—a law by which, the administration of Justice in the Kingdom 
of Guatemala was regulated, which Kingdom literally and textually received as bound¬ 
aries,.the Northern Sea, on one side, and the Southern Sea, on the other. The tenth 
article of the Constitution of Cadiz of the ig*'’ March 1812, declared that Guatemala, 
and the interior provinces to the East and West, as well as the Islands contiguous to 
the two seas, constituted an integral part of the Spanish dorninions. _ Consequently, 
that Power has always exercised acts of possession and of Soverignty [s’fc] over all those 
coasts, such as the Royal Ordinance of October 18, 1792, the object of which, was to 
establish a Custom-house at the Cape of Gracias a Dios; that of February 26*'’, 1796* 
declaring the port of San Juan open to commerce; that of March 28*'’ of the same year, 
for the purpose of encouraging cotton plantations, for building a town, in_ the port 
aforesaid, and for constructing flat-boats suitable to the navigation of the river; and, 
finally, the ordinances of the 5*'’ and 20**' November 1803, granting privileges to those 
who might come to settle at Rio Tinto, at Bluefields, and at Cape Gracias a Dios. 

The Undersigned does not believe, that any argument or solemn protestations, on 
the part of the British Cabinet, can set aside the legal declarations and Royal Ordinances 
above mentioned. He knows only that England has always recognized the Spanish 
Government, and that the recognition of the Constitution of Cadiz, of March 21, 1812, 
contained no reservation whatever. It is most true, however, that British Subjects, 
had previously gone to establish themselves on the Mosquito Coast; that one of the 
governors of Jamaica, Lord Albermarle, was the first to give the title of King to one of 
the chiefs of the wandering tribes that overrun the territory of Mosquitos; but, inde¬ 
pendently of the fact, that such establishments, and such concessions, cannot constitute 
a right, it is also clear, that, in consequence of certain claims, on the part of Spain, 




himself of the contents of the document herewith enclosed, he will allow it 
to exercise a proper weight, in the estimate of the justice and reason, that 
concur on the side of Nicaragua, in this vital question of her political exist- 


of which stipulates, firstly—the demolition of the forts which have been erected in the 
Bay of Honduras, and in other parts of the Spanish territory in the New World. Sec¬ 
ondly—the guarantees and concessions, which the Spanish Government had granted to 
British Subjects, engaged in cutting, transporting, and freighting logwood, with perfect 
enjoyment of those advantages on the coasts, and other portions of the American Lon- 

tinent subject to Spain. i j ^ i • 

Causes and motives, which, are already known, subsequently led to the conclusion 
of the treaty of 1783, and to the convention of 1786, concerning which, it would be use¬ 
less to enumerate the articles, having special reference to the object, now under dis- 


All these acts, having again received the sanction of the two governments, serve to 
prove, that Spain maintained, and that England recognized, the_rights which the first 
mentioned power exercised over those countries; for, how could it be possible that the 
British Government would have consented to abide by, and to submit to certain condi¬ 
tions and stipulations, and to conform to territorial boundary lines, which had been 
drawn by a Power, in a country, which did not belong to it? _ It would have been rnore 
regular and more rational, for Great Britain to have treated directly with the Sovereign, 
or with the government of that country, if there had really been one in existence. 
It is most true, also, that the word frontier occurs in the I4‘’^ article of the convention 
of 1786, but the undersigned, is induced to believe, that the introduction of this word, 
originated in some slip of the pen on the part of the writer, rather than in the existence 
and conviction of such a fact, because that word, is flagrantly at variance with the sense 
and the text of the other articles, contained in the treaty of 1783 and in the convention 
of 1786. , _ . . , j j 

The term frontier, moreover, indicates certain^ points of separation already agreed 
upon; it is a line of demarkation between two neighbouring countries, foreign to each 
other, established by competent authority, and by Commissioners appointed ad hoc 
by the parties interested. Is there any act of this description, in existence, therefore, 
w’hich could be cited, in support of the interpretation, which, the Right Plonorable 
Viscount Palmerston, thinks it his duty to give, to the 14^’^ article of the aforesaid con¬ 
vention? 

Again, it is generally recognised, as a principle, that all treaties, besides the signature 
of Plenipotentiaries, must also contain a pledge of honor, morally given by the high 
contracting parties, for carrying out the provisions of such treaties,' not only in regard 
to the letter of the same, but in relation to the very spirit of the clauses inserted therein. 
The British government was perfectly well aware what were then the interests of Spain, 
in negotiating about the matter; nor was the said British Government ignorant of the 
fact, that the latter power would not have signed those conventions, if England had 
refused to recognise the rights, which Spain was exercising over the territory and the 
Coast of Mosquito. 

The term frontier, therefore, which is mentioned in the despatch of the Right Honor¬ 
able Viscount Palmerston, can only refer to the demarkation of certain points, which 
separate two countries already civilized, from those that are not so: as it is the case in 
Brazil, and in the United States of North America. The acts of the Governors of 
Jamaica,—Lord Albermarle and Sir Dallas,—being of a date, long previous to the 
stipulations and the treaties mentioned above, cannot serve as precedents, for the pur¬ 
pose of establishing an actual right, seeing that the tendency of these very treaties, is to 
destroy the traces of such acts. 

Having already proved, that Spain exercised Sovereignty over the territory in ques¬ 
tion, and that England had recognised that Sovereignty, by public and solemn treaties, 
the Undersigned is of opinion, that Central America, and, especially Nicaragua, could 
claim to exercise the rights belonging to them, in virtue of the very act of Independence, 
and a possession which has neither been interrupted nor disputed, until these latter 
times, without incurring the application of the res inter alios, in as much as the same. 



tory, such as the coast and country of Mosquitos. 
I avail myself of this new opportunity [etc.]. 


American States, because the political condition of those States, was considered as a 
positive fact. 

Nicaragua, then, has been at liberty, freely and legitimately, to exercise her rights of 
sovereignty, over the whole extent of her territory; and Great Britain has never dreamed, 
since the period of the independence of that State, until recently, to support, what are 
called, the rights of the Mosquito Chief; but on the contrary, she recognised the various 
constitutions of the country, where the boundaries had been legally defined. At the 
period, when the confederacy of the States, contracted a loan with the House of Barclay, 
the Cabinet of James, entered no protest, in regard to the guarantee which was given 
to that House, based upon the revenues of the port of San Juan. 

The Right Honorable Viscount Palmerston declares, in his note of the i6* of July 
last, already alluded to, that in his opinion, and according to the opinion of several 
other authorities, the territory of Mosquito comprises the mouth of the river San Juan. 

Admitting this hypothesis, for an instant, the government of Nicaragua, is, and ought 
to be, very much surprised that Mr. Christie, should, on his own authority, have carried 
the boundaries of that territory, beyond the mouth of the Serapiqui, 30 miles above, 
and as far as the rapids of Machuca. The Government of Her Britanic Majesty is 
sufficiently just and sufficiently enlightened, to understand, that this invasion has been 
accomplished, without any participation on the part of the Government of Nicaragua, 
which was not consulted on the subject, nor yet apprised of the fact, nor even called 
upon to maintain its rights, in that division of territory. The aforesaid government 
has been obliged to yield before the necessity, imposed upon it by superior force, 
although in hope that the British Government, would not turn a deaf ear, to the voice 
of justice and of reason. 

If, on one side, the Right Honorable Viscount Palmerston, believes himself sufficiently 
justified, in approving and sustaining what has been done at the port of San Juan, since 
the first of January 1848, down to this day, the Government of Nicaragua, on the other 
side, has reasons, no less equitable and powerful, to vindicate its rights, with that 
moderatioUj which characterizes it, and, at the same time, with that persistency of 
purpose which is derived from conviction, and from the Justice of the cause it advocates, 
without giving up the hope, that its claims will finally be listened to, and duly appre¬ 
ciated, by a just and enlightened Government, which prides itself upon its adherence to 
principles of distributive justice, which do not allow an interested party to constitute 
itself Judge of a matter in dispute. 

Consequently, the Undersigned Is thoroughly convinced, that the government of 
Her Britanic Majesty, will not fail to submit the question now pending to arbitration; 
to which decision, the government of Nicaragua submits, in advance; as a proof of the 
desire which actuates it, to preserve friendly relations with the British Government,— 
relations which may lead to a happy future, by developing the mercantile resources of 
the two countries, called upon respectively, to fulfil a great destiny,—a destiny, which 
one of them, has already, most fortunately achieved, and which the other rnight easily 
attain, if the immense natural advantages she possesses, in every point of view, are not 
stifled in the birth. 

The Undersigned is also fully persuaded, that the Right Honorable Viscount Palmer¬ 
ston will please to take into serious consideration, the contents of this despatch, and 
accede to the propositions mentioned above, as the only, and most efficacious mode, of 
terminating the question, in a manner, at once, the most honorable for the British 
Government, and the most advantageous to both countries. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion, [etc.]. 
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Justo Chamorro, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, June 4,1851. 

The undersigned Minister of State and of the office of [Foreign] Affairs of 
the Supreme Government of this State has the honor to inform Your Excel¬ 
lency that on November 8, 1849, Nicaragua concluded a treaty with the Su¬ 
preme Governments of the States of Honduras and El Salvador in which it is 
stipulated that they unite and confederate, forming a Body which would be 
called Representacion Nacional de Centro-America [National Representation 
of Central America]: that the said treaty was solemnly ratified by the Legis¬ 
lative Power of each of the Contracting States and their ratifications ex¬ 
changed in due form; and as a result the Federal Power has been organized, 
having its seat at the present time in the City of Leon. 

The above-mentioned agreement entrusts foreign affairs to the Repre¬ 
sentacion Nacional and the Government of which the undersigned is an in¬ 
strument has directed him to communicate this to Your Excellency in order 
that you may be informed as to the authority with which you should deal in 
the future in relation to such matters; he hopes Your Excellency will be so 
good as to acknowledge the receipt of this communication, to which he has 
the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, June 21, 1851. 

Sir: In compliance with your desire I here proceed to state to you, what 
I consider to be the pretentious claims and rights of Costa Rica with respect 
to the river San Juan, and the territories in dispute between her and Nicara¬ 
gua. They are as follows: 

The Republic of Costa Rica maintains in my opinion, with perfect justice 
and on the most clear titles, as her frontier, the whole course of the river San 
Juan and the shores of the Lake of Nicaragua from the place where that river 
issues from the Lake to a point opposite the mouth of the river La Flor on the 
Pacific; including of course in this demarcation, the district of Guanacaste 
otherwise called Nicoya. Costa Rica likewise claims an equal right with 


demonstrate m open conierences or debates with the Minister oi iNicaragua. 

Consequently my Government is under the impression that no interoceanic 
communication ought to be established through the Port, River and Lake in 
question, without the consent of Costa Rica, and her participation in all the 
direct and indirect advantages to be derived from said undertaking, and that 
Nicaragua when contracting for said enterprize on her sole authority has 
encroached on the rights of Costa Rica. 

Nicaragua on the other hand assumes that she has a right to the exclusive 
navigation of the river San Juan, and of the Lake: that the Port of San Juan 
appertains solely to her: that the territory of Costa Rica does not extend to 
the southern bank of the river San Juan, but instead of that ought to be 
bounded by a line drawn from a point on the Atlantic, situated midway be¬ 
tween Port San Juan and Port Matina to the river Salto; and finally that the 
district of Guanacaste is a part of Nicaragua and not of Costa Rica. 

In order not to make this communication too long, I refer you, for the 
grounds on which the case of Costa Rica principally rests to the memoir and 
documents, that I have had the honor to transmit to you, and of which, I 
beg to call your attention to the annexed extracts (Enclosures Nos. i 2 & 3).^ 

Having thus briefly stated what I consider to be the right of Costa Rica, I 
shall venture as briefly as possible to indicate the manner in which it appears 
to me, the differences between her and Nicaragua may be amicably arranged. 

The first observation here to make, is that I am prepared to enter into an 
engagement in the name of my Government, that all the questions should 
be settled by the arbitration of the United States and Great Britain, it being 
understood that if they (the said Powers) differ in any point, that difference 
should be decided by reference to a third power on whom they should mutu¬ 
ally agree; Spain from the afinity which still exists between the people of 
Central America, and the country from which they take their origin, is the 
state which appears to me, would in case of a necessity of any such a third 
arbiter, be chosen with most satisfaction to both the interested parties. 

You may however furthur require from me what I think would be the most 
just and easy mode of settling by adjustment or compromise those questions 
on which it may be difficult to form any absolute decision. With regard to 
this point, having already called your attention to the fact that Nicaragua 
has not only assumed to herself the sole right of navigating the river San 
Juan, but has actually granted that and other rights appertaining thereto, to 
a Company, without any consultation with, or benefit conferred upon Costa 
Rica, I should suggest in order not to interfere with the great work at present 
contemplated, that Costa Rica should consent to the grant that has been 
made by the state of Nicaragua, without deriving any benefit whatsoever 


upon the same river,) in consideration of some equivalent. The first and 
most natural thing to conceive, is that which in reality offers no point of dis¬ 
pute, namely: the territory to the south of the Port of San Juan, which I 
think I can without hesitation, assert, is already indubitably the right of 
Costa Rica. 

The second would be the abandonment of Nicaragua of her claim over the 
territory of Guanacaste. If however, it were found more convenient, for the 
general settlement, that the town, now called Greytown, and occupied by the 
Mosquito People under the protectorate of Great Britain, should be ceded to 
the Government of Costa-Rica, together with a certain territory adjoining 
thereto, in virtue of some concession made by Costa-Rica, with regard to a 
portion of the territory of Guanacaste, lying on the Lake and on the river 
San Juan; Costa Rica would accept this arrangement, though she would do 
so to her disadvantage, inasmuch as she could derive no particular benefit 
from it, for the following reasons, i®*, Possessing as she does a legitimate 
right to the southern side of the harbor, the a[c]quisition of the northern side is 
not an object of vital importance to her. 2“^, If after resigning her share in 
the profits of the interoceanic route, which is in itself a consideration of im¬ 
mense value, Costa Rica is to give besides a portion of Guanacaste, she would 
have then given more than she receives. 3'^, The lands of Guanacaste are 
of a far greater value to Costa Rica than the territory on the northern side of 
Port San Juan, because the former are bordering on the towns and castle- 
estates of the Republic. 4*^ By the dismemberment of a portion of Guana¬ 
caste, Costa-Rica would lose a part of that natural and well defined line of 
boundaries which she is intent on maintaining, and which has been of the 
greatest consequence since the two countries (Costa Rica and Nicaragua) 
became separate nationalities. 

This last suggestion brings me to a point which is now of much importance 
and on which you have requested my opinion; to wit: “In what manner the. 
question as to the occupation of Greytown, if the Mosquito Government is 
withdrawn therefrom, can be arranged.” One mode of disposing of this 
matter is that which I have just alluded to. Another would be that of 
placing the Port of San Juan under the joint rule of the five Republics of 
Central America, in which case Costa Rica would cede a certain extent 
of territory on her side of the harbor, in favor of such a union. This plan 
offers the advantage of affording a common object to the alliance of those 
Republics amongst themselves. 

A third manner would be, that, if Nicaragua could in any way obtain from 
Great Britain the transmission of Greytown to herself; and from Costa- 
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simply, our whole line of frontier and our right of transit over the waters of 
the river San Juan and of Lake Nicaragua. As this however involves the 
consent of Great Britain, which it may be difficult to obtain, I can only speak 
of it as an arrangement which would be received with satisfaction by my 
Country. 

Before concluding these remarks I should wish to draw your attention to 
a subject bearing on the preceeding questions and especially connected with 
the general happiness and prosperity of Central America; namely, “the ex¬ 
pediency of devising some mode either by mediation on the part of the two 
friendly Governments of Great Britain and the United States or by the con¬ 
struction of some board of arbitrament formed by the different States of 
Central America themselves for the peaceful adjustment of all subjects 
of litigation which may give rise to unnecessary wars between them. 

I add a short memorandum ^ as to what I know of the Mosquito Coast from 
the period of its discovery to the present time. 

I take this opportunity [etc.]. 

^ The following Is the text of this memorandum: 

MEMORANDUM ON THE MOSQUITO COAST 

Washington, June si, 1851. 

The lands on the northern side of the river San Juan, from their discovery by the 
Spaniards to the present date, have always been unoccupied. There lies Mosquitia 
called by the Spaniards Tologalpa (see Juarros) which during the Colonial period, was 
considered as a province or rather a territory of the Government of Nicaragua. It 
is a curious fact that the Mosquito Coast, was included In the charters granted by the 
Spanish Monarchs to the first settlers of Costa Rica. The principal attempt made by 
the Spaniards to colonize that territory, was the foundation of the city of Jaen, about 
thirty leagues North of the river San Juan, which took place nearly two centuries ago, 
but that city was not long time in existence. I believe they never tried to form any 
establishments on the sea coast, but in several instances they undertook, although 
unsuccessfully, the civilization of those Indian tribes bordering on the settled portions 
of Honduras and Nicaragua. 

The Insalubriousness of the climate, the scanty numbers of the aborigenes and the 
depredations of pirates, were a constant check to the colonization of that territory. 
It is next to impossible to colonize such countries, without finding on the spot the as¬ 
sistance of plenty native labour, or undertaking the Importation of africans or some 
other dark race from elsewhere. 

The river San Juan was known to the Spaniards from a very early date, but they only 
erected two military settlements on its banks, namely: the Fort of San Carlos, at the 
place where the river starts from the Lake, and another Fort, twelve leagues below, 
built at the end of the 17*’’ Century, on the southern bank, which was then called 
“ Castillo de la Concepcion” and at present is known by the name of "Castillo Viejo” 
on account of its having been abandoned and fallen to ruins, since the beginning of this 

century. ... r n 1 i. 

Besides those Forts, military guards used to be posted in times of war, all along the 

river as far as its entrance into the Atlantic. _ , t-. j • r 1 

It was not until after the independence, in 1824, when the Federation of Central 
America having been organized, a Custom House was established at the Port of San 
Tuan, and a small garrison was placed there, and a few people began to collect under 



Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, July g, 1851. 

The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, begs leave to 
acquaint the Honorable Secretary of State of the United States, that the 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala, being desirous of cultivating the 
friendly relations already existing between that Country and the United 
States and of promoting some important negotiations, with a view to secure 
the general peace and prosperity of Central America, has been pleased to 
appoint the Undersigned, its Charge d’Affairs near the Cabinet of Washing¬ 
ton. 

This appointment made in conformity with a Treaty existing between Costa 
Rica and Guatemala, wherein it is provided that the diplomatic and consular 
agents of either Country, shall represent the other whenever their services are 
required, is the more flattering to the Undersigned as it will afford him new 
opportunities of intercourse with the Statesmen of this Great and Happy Na¬ 
tion, whose example, good will and advice are destined to exercise henceforth, 
it is to be hoped, the most beneficial influence in the affairs of the Central 
American States. 


the least exertion In order to extend to the Port the effects of the political change or 
revolution. That was a natural consequence of our general peacefull movement for 
the emancipation, a movement which met with no resistance on the part of the Spanish 
Officers. There never existed at San Juan, any curacy or ecclesiastical administration. 
The population has never been so great as it has become after the occupation of the 
place by the Mosquito Authorities. 

If England could be prevailed upon to transmit the Protectorate of the Mosquito 
Indians to the joint management of the five Central American Republicks, under such 
conditions as she might think proper to stipulate for the benefit of the Indians, I con¬ 
ceive that this would be the most satisfactory solution of the present difficulties. 

It is an undeniable fact, if we consult the international Treaties between England 
and Spain, and, Spanish Historians, that the English Government has for centuries 
back, exercised a certain kind of interference in the affairs of the Mosquito Coast. 
Although the population of that territory is very small, not exceeding perhaps upwards 
of five or six thousand souls, including pure Indians and people of african descent, they 
are entitled to consideration, and have the right of living in a separate community; 
but I presume that, if Great Britain saw the possibility of securing the wellfare of the 
Mosquito People, by organizing an efficient Union in Central America, she would have 
no objection to transfer the Protectorate to the Central American Republicks. 

The realiption of this scheme, would indeed require that the United States and 
Great Britain, should interpose efficaciously their combined mediiation in order to put 
a stop to a.^ the existing difficulties amongst the Central American Governments. 

opinion that the High Mediating Powers should manifest their 
philanthropic views on the subject. 

FELIPE MOLIKA. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received July 9. 

This docun^nt and the reply to it, of the same date, above, pt. l, this volume, do not, as 
explained in the general preface, in the first volume, prooerlv come within the senne of this 



Trusting therefore, that no objection will be perceived to his admission in 
the new character of Representative of Guatemala, the Undersigned begs to 
transmit herewith a copy of the credentials sent to him; and requests the 
Honorable Secretary of State, to tell Mr. Molina when he may be allowed the 
honor of waiting on Mr. Webster, in order to deliver the original of the same. 

Mr. Molina profits of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage^ in charge of the Legation of the United States, in GuUtemala, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 8 Guatemala City, July 12,1851. 

Sir; ... In my despatch No. 6,^ I transmitted to your department, sev¬ 
eral documents, relative to a proposed protectorate of these States under the 
auspices of Great Britain, Spain and the United States. A few days ago 
Chatfield H. B. M. Charge d’Affaires, in conversation, alluded to the sub¬ 
ject and read to me, the reply of Lord Palmerston, to his despatch in relation 
thereto, the purport of which is that Guatemala must look to her own re¬ 
sources for means of defence and not depend on foreign powers for protec¬ 
tion. . . . 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 
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Propositions of the Minister of Nicaragua to the Governments of the United 

States and of Great Britain ® 

Washington, July 12,1851. 

1. The devolution to Nicaragua of the Port of San Juan. 

2 . To submit to the decision of arbitrators, the question of boundaries 
that exists between Nicaragua and Costa-Rica; but the latter shall have in 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received October 4.^ ... 

The two omitted portions of this despatch are not pertinent to this publication._ 

® Above, this part, April 21, 1851, doc. 1151. The documents, referred to, are in note 2 
thereto. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2 , 

From the document, copied below, from British and Foreign State Papers, yol. 40 t 
pp. 1076-9, 3 - despatch of July 28, 1851, from the British Minister Bulwer to Foreign Sec¬ 
retary Palmerston, it appears that these “ Propositions of the Minister of Nicaragua’’ were 
made as his counter proposal, in view of a proposal which Bulwer said he made, and, Mohna, 
the Costa Rican minister, accepted at a conference of these three, in the presence of Secretary 
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the meanwhile the right of the free navigation of the waters of the River San 
Juan, with sailing vessels, between this port and the mouth of the River 
Serapiqui. 

3. The arbitrators shall be the United States and England, and in case of 
appeal or of discord, Spain and Belgium shall be requested to decide. 

4. The Government of Nicaragua promises to declare as a free port that of 

San Juan, and any other on the Pacific which it should be judged convenient, 
for the greater facility of the inter oceanic communication. _ 

My proposal was, that a meeting should take place between M. Marcoleta, M. 
Molina, Mr. Webster, and myself, and that we should there frankly expose before 
each other what our separate views were, and see whether we could not, as the result 
of a conversation, come at once to some agreement. 

This interview took place on the i ith of this month. I will not trouble your Lordship 
with a detailed statement of all that there occurred; suffice it to say, that, finding it 
utterly impossible to enter even upon the consideration of any arrangement which 
made over Greytown to Costa Rica, I told Mr. Webster that I would consent to such 
a Convention as that which your Lordship indicated to me in your last instructions upon 
this subject. 

M. Molina, on the part of Costa Rica, fully assented to my proposition, 

M. Marcoleta dissented; and gave in a proposition of his own, which I here inclose. 

This proposition I in my turn refused, as unacceptable. 

Mr. Webster then spoke; he said that he could not urge Her Majesty’s Government 
to accept M. Marcoleta’s offer, which deferred matters to a long protracted and indefi¬ 
nite issue; and the bent of his other arguments was to show that, though there might 
be some little objections to be made, here and there, to the plan I had suggested, it was, 
upon the whole, such a one as it was for the interests of Nicaragua to accept. “Let 
me, however,” he added, “be understood clearly; the policy of The United States’ 
Government is to take no active part in any question which does not immediately 
concern its own peculiar interests; the only immediate interest of The United States, 
Government here is the construction of a canal across the Isthmus upon such terms as 
would be fair to American commerce. The occupation of Greytown is so far indirectly 
connected with this question as to give us a concern in it, and inspire us with a friendly 
desire to settle amicably all differences about it. But it does not so immediately and 
directly affect us as to make us take any active part either for or against the different 
claimants. I do not urge you, therefore, M. Marcoleta, either to accept or to reject 
any particular conditions. I can only give you such counsel as you rnay wish to receive 
from me, and inform you precisely as to the position in which I consider that my Gov¬ 
ernment stands in regard to yours.” 

On M. Marcoleta’s observing that it was, at all events, satisfactory for him to hear 
what the precise views of The United States’ Government were, Mr. Webster said, 
“Have you powers to go beyond the proposition which you have now made? If you 
have such powers we may talk over the matter further and see what can be done; if 
you have not, you had better try to obtain them.” 

M. Marcoleta said he had not powers to go further than he had done, but that he 
should inform his Government of what had taken place, and endeavour to obtain new 
instructions. 

Mr. Webster then observed, that the point which struck him as the one of most 
difficulty was, the extent of the concessions to be made to Costa Rica if Nicaragua 
received Greytown. 

On this he seemed to think that M. Molina and M. Marcoleta might come to some 
compromise, and he advised them to talk that portion of the subject over together. 
M. Molina seemed to think that his Government might oossiblv make the sacrifice of 


with the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, in whose preamble, or in 
any other of its Articles, shall be declared the regret that inspires the 2 High 
Contracting Parties, that the character and the expression of their relations 
till this day have not been such as it would have been expected between 2 
nations and 2 friendly Goverments; and they will promise each other that 
henceforth they will keep the most benevolent relations. 

J. DE MARCOLETA. 
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Felipe Molina, Guatemalan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Daniel Web¬ 
ster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, July 17, 1851. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of the Republic of Guatemala, has the 
honor, in the discharge of his duty, to address himself to the Secretary of 
State for the purpose of stating the objects of his mission. 

In the first place, the undersigned has been instructed to assure the Honor¬ 
able Secretary of State that the Republic of Guatemala is, and will always 
be, disposed to proceed, in her relations with Foreign Powers and their citi- 
2ens and subjects, in conformity with the general principles of justice. 

The Government of Guatemala is likewise animated by the earnest desire 
to maintain constantly the most friendly intercourse with the Government of 
the United States, and to this end, the undersigned has received special in¬ 
junctions to promote the exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty of Com¬ 
merce concluded in Guatemala on the 3^ March, 1849, by Mr. Hise on the 
part of the United States. However, as it appears that the duty of procuring 
that exchange has already been entrusted to the Plonorable Mr. Kerr, the 
present Charge d’Affaires to Nicaragua, who, by this time will have arrived 
in Central America, this circumstance is only mentioned as evincing the anxi¬ 
ety of the Guatemalean authorities to confirm by solemn compact the good 
understanding fortunately existing between the two countries. 

It may be proper to add in this place, that the Government of Guatemala, 
actuated not only by a due regard for equity and its own reputation, but 
influenced, also by these freindly feelings, will endeavor to come to a 
prompt and satisfactory adjustment in respect to the pending claim of Dr, 
Weems, American Consul in Guatemala, for losses he alledges to have suf¬ 
fered during the internal convulsions of the country in former years. 

It will be one of the duties of the undersigned to explain the political situa¬ 
tion of Guatemala in regard to the Governments of the different States of 


lanthropy, and tor the credit ot the KepuDlican institutions aaoptea on tnis 
Continent, will be induced to exert its moral influence and admonitory medi¬ 
ation in order to put an end to that perpetual agitation, which has disgraced 
the name of Central America. 

It would be inappropriate to the subject of the present communication, 
and beyond its compass, to enter here into a detailed account of the vicissi¬ 
tudes and political transformations through which the States of Central 
America have passed from the moment when they separated from the Mother 
Country to this hour. But on the other hand, it seems proper to take a ret¬ 
rospective view and to point out some prominent facts, which may assist in 
the better understanding of the actual state of affairs in that region. The 
undersigned, relying on the indulgence of the Honorable Secretary, will at 
once undertake this task. 

It is well known that Central America, before the Independence, was 
consolidated under the rule of a viceroy, appointed by the Crown of Spain, 
the city of Guatemala being the seat of Government—but from the very 
moment that the emancipation was achieved, a fatal spirit of disorganization 
became apparent throughout the country. The large towns of the Provinces, 
such as Cuidad Real in Chiapas, Comayagua in Honduras, Leon in Nica¬ 
ragua, and others, chose to renounce their allegiance to Guatemala, the vice¬ 
regal capital, and resolved on annexation to Mexico, whilst the secondary 
towns, such as Tustla, Comitlan, Tegusigalpa [Tegucigalpa], Granada, and 
others, took a different course from that of their provincial capitals, and per¬ 
severed in the connection with Guatemala. In the province of San Salvador 
a course the reverse of this was pursued, while Costa Rica, with a praise¬ 
worthy circumspection which has ever since characterized it, adopted a per¬ 
fect neutrality. 

Guatemala, at last, following the will of the majority, consented to the 
annexation to Mexico. This was the act of the provinces, yet Guatemala 
has unjustly borne the blame of it and also the evil consequences which re¬ 
sulted—among others, the war with Salvador in 1822 & ’3. 

Such was the first stage of the revolution. Next came the Federation. 
The Mexican rule being at an end, and a convention of representatives, 
elected by the people from all the provinces, except Chiapas, composing the 
Vice Royalty, having met in Guatemala, the Federal form of Government 
was adopted. Having formed the resolution of organizing the country after 
the model of the American Union, that convention issued in 1824, what was 
called the ‘Federal Constitution of the Republic of Central America;” but 
regard for truth compels the undersigned to say that it was an unfortunately 
attempted imitation, and proved in the sequel, as will be hereafter shown, a 
comolete failure. TnHpf»rl its 
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lars of the structure. 

This is not to be wondered at, when one considers that the authors of that 
constitution, notwithstanding their patriotism, good intentions and general 
enlightenment, had no practice whatever in self-government, and their no¬ 
tions of the American system were extremely imperfect, their information on 
the subject, and even ail their speculative theories, being at that time derived 
from the works of French writers, who themselves had not paid much atten¬ 
tion to the study of American institutions up to the time M. de Tocqueville 
published his celebrated essay. 

Great allowances therefore ought to be made as to the Central American 
Constitution of 1824 for the defects which are conspicuous therein. If any 
person, conversant with this topic, were to be told that the powers of the 
General Government were not clearly defined; that the Senate in its collective 
capacity had not an equally powerful action with that of the other branch of 
the Legislature, directly representing the people of the nation; that the popu¬ 
lar branch was authorized to pass, by the votes of two-thirds of all its mem¬ 
bers, any bill rejected by the Senate and it became law thereupon; that the 
executive had no veto or other means of control over the Legislature, and was 
consequently too weak; that there was no equality in the representation of 
the States—Guatemala being entitled by its population to send to the omnip¬ 
otent House of Representatives members equal almost to one-half the whole 
number of the House: if he were, finally, to know that the Federal Judiciary 
was badly organized and never called into action; that the States were not 
left at liberty to form as they pleased their internal governments, but had to 
conform with certain rules and restrictions,—he would perceive at once that 
such a system could not work well, and that it had a strong tendency to give 
to Guatemala a preponderating and pernicious influence over the whole, 
which that city would never have acquired as the centre of a consolidated 
Government. 

Besides the difficulties attendant on these radical defects, the establish¬ 
ment of the Constitution had to encounter man}^ others. The system of 
requiring a double set of functionaries was found to be rather too expensive 
for the resources of a poor country. It required a number of intelligent 
practical individuals to fulfil the public functions of the states and of the 
Union, greater than could be easily afforded, whilst the habitual practice 
adopted by the States of keeping in pay a large armed force made things 
worse; and their old jealousy against Guatemala embittered every transac¬ 
tion. No Federal District was created. The city of Guatemala, being at 
the same time the seat of the General Government and of the Government 
of the State of that name until i8.-t6, when San Salvador was declared the 



What might have been expected from such premises soon happened. Two 
years had hardly elapsed after the Constitution was promulgated, when the 
collision between the National and the State Governments began—giving rise 
to a protracted and bloody contest, which lasted three years, from 1827 to 
1829. There was a second war in 1832, and after fifteen years of fluctuating 
and disastrous struggles, the Federal Government, always attacked, always 
tottering, never firmly established, never well obeyed, had finally to succumb 
in 1839 & ’40 under the reiterated assaults of Honduras and Nicaragua. 

The supporters of the constitution of 1824, with few exceptions, are much 
to be blamed for this melancholy result, on account of their delay in comply¬ 
ing with the reforms demanded by the States. When they yeilded [.yfr] them, 
it was too late, and nothing but the instant suppression of the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment would satisfy them. Nor did Guatemala reap any advantages from 
the superior position which the Constitution secured to secure to that State. 
On the contrary, it was to her a constant source of sacrifices in men and 
money, for the support of the Federation fell almost exclusively on her. The 
other States, first one, and then another, appropriated to themselves at 
different times the Federal Revenues. Although Costa Rica was an honor¬ 
able exception, the proceeds in that quarter were not very considerable. 
Indeed, the Federal Constitution being nothing but a burthen, it weighed 
more heavily on that party which was most loyal to it, which nurtured and 
upheld it in ’27 & ’32 against the attacks and secessions of the other 
associates. 

Guatemala, nevertheless, has been inculpated for the imperfections of a 
system and the calamaties attendant upon it, which were the effect of the 
inexperience of all. 

In the last years of the Federation, the opinion began to prevail, that to 
restore the equilibrium in the Union, Guatemala ought to be divided into 
different sections, and a new state formed under the appellation of “Los 
Altos.” With this view, a revolution was promoted, and, taking advantage 
of a very difficult crisis in which Guatemala was at that time involved, four 
departments were dismembered from her territory, without her consent, 
which was reputed necessary according to the Federal Constitution. This 
separation, evidently the work of a few imprudent individuals belonging to 
the city of Quezaltenango, did not long subsist. The mass of the inhabitants, 
for the most part composed of aboriginal Indians, never approved of it. They 
were content under the allegiance and mild laws of Guatemala; and it was a 
very fortunate circumstance, because the white population there—being 
but a small part of the whole—could never if left alone maintain by its re¬ 
sources the masterv over the lanrl 



but stood on the defensive, and having been defeated, the districts composing 
Los Altos demanded with a unanimous voice their reincorporation to Guate¬ 
mala. 

From that period, (1840), the Federal compact was considered by all as 
no longer in existence, and every State assumed the full exercise of its sover¬ 
eignty. They were at entire liberty either to form a new connection by 
uniting in one body, or to proclaim themselves separate, independent Sover¬ 
eignties. 

And let it be remembered, that the States of Honduras and Nicaragua had 
the most active part in the destruction of the Union. They were the only 
ones who acted on the offensive, and carried on a bloody uncompromising 
war against the Federal Government: Costa Rica, like Guatemala, standing 
on the defensive: Salvador and Los Altos supporting it. 

The dissolution of the Union is an event much to be deplored. It cannot 
be denied, however, that from that epoch all the States have improved more 
or less in their internal administration; having at their disposal all their 
respective financial resources. Hence the prepossion against the Federal 
system, which it is now difficult to eradicate. 

Guatemala, left alone, soon contrived to introduce regularity into the 
management of its own affairs, and began to make rapid progress in the way 
of internal improvements. Nevertheless, she felt reluctant to relinquish 
the hope of a Union with her sister States. She entered gladly into the 
projects successively formed to hold Diets, or Conventions of Delegates, at 
Chinandega, Nacome, and Sonsonate; but the attempts having proved 
fruitless through, the default of one or the other States, it was at last deemed 
advisable for Guatemala to take a definite position before the world by de¬ 
claring herself an independent Republic, which she did on the March 
1847: this act being confirmed in 1848 by the Constituent Assembly of the 
Country, 

After it, the Government of Guatemala continued to follow, as it had done 
before, in regard to the other States, a freindly and peaceful policy, on the 
strict principle of non-interference—minding only her own affairs. It was 
well that Guatemala pursued this course, as the middle States of Salvador, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua, which had joined in a kind of alliance, lived in 
constant broils among themselves. 

Unfortunatelv, in 1848 a rebellion, having no object but license, pillage, and 
the overthrow of the fundamental laws of society, broke out in some of the 
mountainous districts of Guatemala, which the Government has had much 
trouble in putting down, owing to the assistance the rebels received from 
the nei2fhborin8r States. It has been protracted for the last three years 


civilization. The difficulty of terminating a warfare ot this nature is well 
known to all, but, by dint of perseverance and good judgement, the Govern¬ 
ment of Guatemala has succeeded at last in quelling the insurrection, which 
may now be considered as extinct. 

Nor was the design of Guatemala’s enemies confined to this. New 
schemes of dismemberment were encouraged both in “Los Altos” and in 
Chiquimula. But with the aid of Providence, this devoted country has come 
out of all these perils triumphantly. 

Although Guatemala had just cause of complaint for the conduct observed 
by the Governments of Salvador and Honduras, who publicly protected, and 
furnished with arms and ammunition, the rebels of Guatemala, yet this 
Republic abstained from any retaliations upon those governments, and con¬ 
fined herself to courteous and freindly representations. 

This was the situation of things in the year 1850, when the rulers of Salva¬ 
dor and Honduras, without provocation, without any justifiable motive, 
without any great question at stake, and without any previous explanation, 
laying aside all considerations of international law, of equity and expedien- 
cey, conceived the design of waging war against Guatemala with the avowed 
purpose of interference and dictation in the political condition of that coun¬ 
try, — the administration of which they contemplated to change according 
to their own views. They combined their resources, mustered their forces, 
took the field in great array, and invaded the territories of Guatemala with 
an army of 5000 men,—announcing their march by an imperative intimation 
to surrender, and expecting to crush that Republic. 

Their dreams soon vanished. The aggressors were completely defeated in 
the first encounter on the 2^ of February 1851, on the plains of “La Arada,” 
near Chiquimula,—retreating before a number of troops, infinitely smaller,— 
leaving behind a large number of killed and wounded, besides arms and 
ammunition. The victorious army thereupon marched in pursuit of the 
fugitives, and penetrated into the Salvadorean territories as far as Santa 
Ana. 

But Guatemala was not blinded by that splendid triumph of her arms; on 
the contrary, she ordered the immediate withdrawal of her conquering sol¬ 
diers, and, without minding how this step might be interpreted by her ad¬ 
versaries, she took measures to secure peace and the cessation of existing 
evils. She acted generously; she claimed no indemnity; she demanded no 
sacrifices in satisfaction for that unprecedented violation of international 
law, for the destruction of property, for the blood shed, nor for the outrage 
inflicted. She was content to see that the Legislature of Salvador con¬ 
demned their Executive; expressed public regret, and ordered peace to be 
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But these flattering hopes have been disappointed in a manner that will be 
explained. 

It is known that the States of Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua formed 
a confederacy by a Treaty signed on the 8*^ November 1849, to be repre¬ 
sented by a body, called the “Diet of six Delegates”—two for each State. 
The Diet met in Chinandega, and appears at first to have shown an inclina¬ 
tion to promote peace,—having, on the 20^.^ January 1851, on the petition of 
the Delegates of Nicaragua, proceeded to ordain the cessation of hostilities 
to the governments of Salvador and Honduras. This injunction was dis¬ 
regarded by those governments, and the invasion perpetrated. 

Credit is due to the Diet for that measure, but its subsequent acts have not 
been consistent with it, and leave a doubt as to the motives. If that com¬ 
mittee’s desire for peace was sincerely entertained, nothing was wanted after 
the battle had been fought, but to leave at liberty the new Executive of Sal¬ 
vador. The Diet prevented a good understanding; took the affair in its own 
hands, and appointed Commissioners to negociate in its name, on the plea 
that the regulation of war, peace, and foreign affairs appertained to itself, 
according to the act of confederacy of the three States. 

This would have been really a very plausible argument; if the Diet had 
possessed a well established character; if every one of those three States had 
not continued to exercise acts of absolute sovereignty after the meeting of 
that body, and if the orders of the Diet for the suppression of hostilities had 
not been disobeyed with utter contempt by the Governments of Salvador 
and Honduras. 

The government of Guatemala has, therefore, declined to enter into any 
negotiations with a power, the existence of which is not yet firmly settled, 
and duly obeyed by the same parties that created it,—which, does not offer 
as a preliminary any atonement, or, expression of regret for the injury done 
to Guatemala; and which appears obviously to interpose in the matter, less 
with a view to promote reconciliation, than to screen the war party in Salva¬ 
dor, which on the appearance of the Commissioners recovered power, and 
thus led to a second change in the administration. 

The Agents of the Diet have not even had the courtesy to go to Guatemala 
—the offended party in this case, but, instead of that, they have invited Guate¬ 
mala to send commissioners to Tigre Island, to treat with them as if they 
represented a superior power, or had some title to expect such condescension. 

On the other hand, would it be prudent in Guatemala to recognize a power, 
that has already taken a course derogatory to the dignity, and injurious to 
the rights of the Republic, by pretending to consider as actually in existence 
flip pYtinrt state of Los Altos? 
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The Government of Guatemala, in spite of all, has declared the intention 
to persevere in its peaceful line of policy; and, relying for support, on the 
justice of its cause, on public opinion, and on the courage of the people, is 
now occupied in the revision of its political constitutions and laws. 

For this purpose, the Constituent Assembly, which had suspended its ses¬ 
sions since 1849, had been convoked again and was to meet in the course of 
the month of June of the present year. 

It will be perceived, by what has been stated, that the Republic of Guate¬ 
mala, like Costa Rica, adopts a moderate, conservative policy, while the 
middle States, Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, intend to compel them 
by violent means to join in a compact, which they have hardly begun to 
shape, and which rests as yet on no solid foundation,—no programme having 
as yet been published by the Federalists of what they design to carry out. 

However attractive the idea of a consolidation, or confederacy, or even 
simple league of all those Commonwealths must be to the heart of every fair- 
minded Central American, it is apparent that the partizans of the Union have 
taken such a wrong course in order to bring about that desirable object, that 
their sincerity might with reason be impeached. The union can only be 
effected by peaceful and intelligent discussion, and freindly communication. 
It cannot be the work of one day, nor should it be the offspring of a bloody 
struggle. 

The will of the people must be consulted and respected everywhere, unless 
the doctrines of liberty and justice are to be abjured, and the empire of caprice 
and force is to be recognized as the supreme rule in the affairs of mankind. 

Guatemala on her part is a regularly constituted nation in every sense of 
the word. She is subject to fixed laws, and is completing her political organi¬ 
zation. She is connected by Treaties with many foreign powers; and no 
state whatever possesses a justifiable right to control her movements or dic¬ 
tate to her. The Union, however advantageous and beneficial, must not be 
imposed on her. Let the confederated States show that they can go on well 
together, and it is very probable that Guatemala, for her own interest, will 
join the Confederacy, or any other form of general government which may 
be adopted. 

Meanwhile, it being desirable that the repetition of similar aggressions 
should be prevented for the future; and considering that the continuation of 
such a state of hostility, as that at present existing in Central America, 
will impede the welfare and prosperity of that region. Guatemala feels 
anxious, not only for her own sake, but likewise for the advantage of all 
parties, that some freindly nation, such as the United States or Great Britain, 
should interpose their srood ofifices in order to maintain oeaee in thnsp rnnn- 


db cae general tranquility oi L.entrai America is one oi the requisites for the 
prompt execution of that mighty enterprize. It is likewise important for the 
extension of commerce, and for the benefit of American and British traders. 

The association of Spain in this philanthropic mediation has likewise been 
considered as a project which would be satisfactory to the Central American 
States, on account of the relations existing from their common origin. 

That part of the American Continent, on account of its singularly favored 
geographical position and of the fertility of its soil—with Ports on the At¬ 
lantic and on the Pacific—connected with New York on one side, and with 
San Francisco on the other—possessing valuable productions, such as cochi¬ 
neal, indigo, coffee, sarsaparilla, &c, &c, for the supply of the Northern 
States, as well as sugar, molasses, corn, rice, timber, &c, &c, for the Cali¬ 
fornian market—must every day rise in commercial importance. 

On the other hand, the consumption of American manufacturers will in¬ 
crease at the same time in Guatemala and in all Central America. Labor is 
to be found there in great abundance. The only thing wanted is peace, and 
confidence in its duration. When the inhabitants enjoy this blessing there is 
no doubt but that they will devote themselves to industry and commercial 
enterprize; the entire aspect of the country will change— unlimited produc¬ 
tion will supersede the actual waste of vital powers, and the great commer¬ 
cial nations will find there a vast feild for their energies and for the employ¬ 
ment of their shipping. 

The Government of the undersigned believe that amicable expostulations 
addressed on the part of the American Government to the Governments of 
Savador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, would exercise a very salutary influence 
in their counsels, and would be listened to with deference. The adoption of 
a more just and peaceable policy in regard to Guatemala might be recom¬ 
mended to them for the advancement of order and industry, instead of fos¬ 
tering mutual feuds and hatreds, which cannot fail to destroy the commerce 
and prosperity of the land. 

This is the purpose of the present communication, which the undersigned 
ventures to hope will meet with a favorable consideration on the part of the 
American Cabinent. 

The undersigned feels that this report has already been drawn to a tedious 
length. He, therefore, begs leave to apologize; as it appeared necessary to 
enter into some particulars that justice might be done to the conduct of 
Guatemala. 

The Charge d’Affaires of Guatemala will consider himself fortunate if he 
has succeeded in attracting the interest of the Honorable Secretary on behalf 
of the country he represents, and in conveying to him a correct idea of the 
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John Bozman Ken, United States Charged'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Francisco 
Castelldn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Le6n, August I, 1851. 

Sir: Allow me to announce officially to you my arrival in Leon as Charge 
d’Affaires of the United States to the Republic of Nicaragua, and to request, 
through you, a presentation to his Excellency, the Supreme Director. 

I desire to present my letter of credence, and you will oblige me by desig¬ 
nating the time, manner & place. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Francisco Castellan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John Bozman 
Kerr, United States Charg6 d'Affaires in Nicaragua^ 

Le6n, August 2, 1851. 

I advised my Government of the kind communication of Your Excellency 
dated the ist instant,^ giving notice that you have come to this city for the 
purpose of having yourself officially accredited in your character of Chargd 
d’Affaires of the Republic of the United States near this Government and 
requesting that you be informed of the day and hour when you are to be 
received. 

As soon as the Honorable Mr. Kerr was kind enough to advise the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua of his arrival in the city of Granada the Chief Executive 
notified the National Assembly of that happy event in order that that dis¬ 
tinguished body, having charge of foreign relations, by virtue of the con¬ 
ventional pact of November 8, 1849, of which I assume the Government of 
Your Excellency has been informed, might take the necessary steps for your 
reception. The National Assembly took this important matter under 
consideration, and in a communication of the 26th ultimo advises this Min¬ 
istry among other things: i. That Your Excellency be informed that the 
State of Nicaragua, as well as that of Honduras and Salvador, have, with the 
necessary formalities and the concurrence of the legislative bodies of each 
of them, organized the National Government; that it now has the necessary 
and exclusive authority to pass on and adjust all matters relating to foreign 
relations, and that therefore it is the province of this National Assembly to 
receive the said Chargd d’Aifaires and to discuss with him all matters which 
he may submit on behalf of the United States. 2nd. That the said National 
Assembly will take the greatest pleasure in receiving him, provided that the 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State. No. i. below. 



For this reason, my Government, before taking the necessary action with 
regard to Your Excellency’s kind invitation, requests that Your Excellency 
be good enough to reply categorically to the following questions. Is the 
Honorable Mr. Kerr authorized to have himself accredited near the National 
Assembly, which is willing to receive him, or does he need a special authoriza¬ 
tion from his Government? 

Has or has not that Government recognized the Establishment of the 
Confederated Government? How will the latter be considered by the 
Cabinet of Washington? 

My Government therefore requests the Honorable Mr. Kerr kindly to 
reply to these questions as soon as possible; for which purpose I take pleasure 
in transmitting to Your Excellency No. i6 of the “Correo del Istmo”, in 
which the said pact of November 8th is printed, for Your Excellency’s 
information. 

I beg you to accept the assurances [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Francisco 
Castelldn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

LEdN, August 4, 1851. 

Sir: Your communication, in reply to mine, of the 2 ^ inst^ in regard to the 
most convenient time for presenting my letter of credence, reached me on 
Saturday evening, and I avail myself of an early hour, this morning, to 
answer the questions, which you have submitted for elucidation. 

In a letter, addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, 
I have been accredited to a Republic, at this moment represented in the 
City of Washington by an Envoy Extraordinary & Minister Plenipotentiary, 
and recognized as this high functionary had been at other important points 
previously, it could not have entered into the sober calculation of the 
United States to suppose, that a state, thus presented abroad had in fact 
ceased here to exercise her full and legitimate powers, as a nation, so far 
back as Eighteen hundred and forty nine. 

The Government of the United States takes due care, at all times, to be 

Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 3, below, 
this part doc. 1170. At the beginning of the first page of this enclosure, is the following: 

“A reply to the letter of M’’ Castillon [Castellon], written on the 4*, & not received, as 
he was seized that night & hurried off to Salvador. It is sent to the Department, as illus¬ 
trating my action here on the points stated.” 
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invited my attention. 

A Convention, clothed with full powers from the body of the People with 
whom all sovereignty rests, is a familiar idea, as the initiatory step for the 
remodelling of a government, and this movement of the states of Honduras, 
Salvador & Nicaragua was hailed, as the harbinger of a great & glorious era 
for Central America—the eventual reunion of her five states on a durable 
basis. If this could not have been brought about, through the patriotism 
and disinterestedness of just and honorable men, the convention was deemed, 
in the United States, some approximation to it, & entitled to respect and 
approbation. 

Let me ask you, then, to be the medium of communicating to the honorable 
members of the Convention of 1849 my best wishes for the success of the plan, 
and to add the assurances of a hearty co-operation on the part of the govern¬ 
ment, which I have the honor to represent, in furthering the most perfect 
Union among the States of Central America. 

At the same time, in sheer justice to the Free and Independent State of 
Nicaragua, to which my credentials have come, I can not consent, by 
a hasty admission, in the name and behalf of the United States’ government, 
to abate any portion of the sovereignty, of which no act yet promulgated 
has divested her. Let Nicaragua, however, through her high Officers of 
State once clearly intimate to me, where the Supreme Power, inherent in her 
people has been made Constitutionally to repose, and there I will be found, 
ready to tender the homage of my personal respect, & to enter upon those 
duties, that devolve upon me, as Charg6 d’Affaires of the United States. 

I have the honor to remain. Sir [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. I Leon, Nicaragua, August 4, 1851. 

Sir: It is with extreme mortification that I have to announce to you the 
distracted condition of Nicaragua, occasioned by the petty factions, at work 
for some months past. On Monday night, the soldiery, in charge of the 
garrison at Leon, brought matters to a crisis by forcibly seizing the Director, 
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hurrying with them masked & under guard towards either Realejo or some 
part of Honduras. The disgraceful part of the matter is, that in a city of 
thirty thousand, evidently well affected to the Administration no voice was 
heard beyond a suppressed whisper, and no aid proffered. There exists an 
intense jealousy between the two cities of Leon & Granada, and the appre¬ 
hension just now is, lest a force from the latter, in aid of Pineda, a native 
from that quarter,' may arouse this sentiment, and cause the masses of this 
city, at present quiet & forbearing, to rush to arms along with the soldiers, 
the only known abettors of the outbreak. 

I reached Leon on the 28* ulto. having been detained some weeks in the 
ascent of the San Juan & the journey here. From Granada I promptly 
advised the government of my arrival in the Country, and my intention 
to proceed at an early moment to Leon. This letter, it appears, was referred 
to the members of the Chinendega Convention, who insist on the right to 
arrange all matters, appertaining to the Foreign Relations.^ . . . 

At Leon, on horseback, in advance of my baggage carts, I called im¬ 
mediately on M' Castillon, & explained to him, that I might not be able 
for a day or so to present my credentials— Some private letters of introduc¬ 
tion gave me this opportunity to make an unofficial call, and though during 
the interview our conversation was full & frank, I heard no doubts expressed 
of the want of power in the government of Nicaragua to receive me. You 
may judge my surprise, when in answer to my communication (A) I received 
the letter now copied and marked (B).^ 

The more intelligent gentlemen here regard this meeting at Chinendega as 
the initiatory step for a Union between the three States, and not as a govern¬ 
ment, absorbing all the powers necessary for their Foreign Relations. In 
this view I had prepared a long reply to M"" Castillon,® and it was ready for 
his hand, when his forcible seizure occurred. 

Of course I have abstained from any sort of participation in the turmoil 
of the day; which I have felt authorised, in the name of my government, to 
denounce any attempt to do personal injury to the Director & his late asso¬ 
ciates. Should the re-organization be sanctioned in the General Assembly, 
in session at Managua, I may consent to be accredited. Otherwise I must 
wait for a more stable condition of things, or abide the instructions of the 
Department. 

The National Representation of Chinendega, though for some months at 
Leon, consists of four persons, at present, with six votes—two for Honduras, 
cast by a proxy in this City, two from Salvador & two for Nicaragua. Out 
of their own body they claim to have had, since 1849, a President Vice Presi¬ 
dent & other proper officers for the transaction of the public affairs of these 



States—one represented in the United States by an Envoy Extraordinary 
& Minister Plenipotentiary. I very soon detected among some interested 
persons an intention to embarrass the relations between the government & 
the Canal Company. The members of the Chinendega Convention may 
possibly have offered inducements in case of being sustained in their assertion 
of right to supreme power. Two hours ago, I was advised of a safe oppor¬ 
tunity to forward this communication to the Department, & the gentleman 
is ready to start on his way to Granada. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Le6n, Nicaragua, August is, 1851. 

Sir: In my dispatch. No. i, of the 5*^^ Inst.^ I referred the Department to 
the gross outrage, perpetrated on the night of the 4*^, by a few of the soldiers 
in the quartel of Leon, who entered the houses of the Supreme Director & 
the several Ministers of State, and hurried them away under a strict guard. 
The act was disavowed by Gen^ Munoz & every other member of a provi¬ 
sional government, started on the instant, under the specious pretext of 
necessity; while at the very moment the Legislature was in regular session 
at Managua only a day's journey off. The circumstances of the case were 
such as to place the movement beneath the dignity of a revolution, even as 
the word is abused in this distracted Country, & I promptly took my ground, 
characterizing the attempt without stint, so unparalleled & infamous, which 
no party, in a Republican Country, should presume to endorse, and expect 
countenance in the least degree. These strong expressions I took due care 
to use to those, who assumed to be members of this de facto government, 
whose first step was an appeal to arms after a pronunciamento against the 
Managua Legislature. At the first intimation of danger the members of 
this body transferred themselves to Granada, where a Director, with a 
provisional government, was formed, in virtue of an existing Constitution. 

Let me place before the Department certain preliminary facts. In 1849 
a few of the active politicians in Salvador & Nicaragua, with ulterior & selfish 
views, as I am led to believe from their character «& conduct, undertook to 
promote the Union of Central America by inviting members to a Convention 
at Chinendega in the State of Nicaragua. Guatemala & Costa Rica declined 
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tion. Nothing further was done; though at the same time the six members 
of this Convention managed, by a construction of certain acts of the Nicara¬ 
gua Legislature, to assume control over the foreign relations. The low 
cunning of these men has unsettled every thing, & no sooner was my arrival 
announced, than every effort was made to procure a recognition from the 
government of the U, S. in favor of this irresponsible junto.^ ... I am 
thoroughly impressed with the idea that the National Representation seeks 
to annul, if it can be, the acts of Nicaragua towards the Canal Company, 
or at least to embarrass in every way. In my letter to Castillon,^ which 
was not received by him, I, of course, took pains to express the sentiments 
of the United States’ government, as favorable to a well ordered Union of 
Central America, & to add my opinion that any approximation to it would 
be entitled to respect. The question is, how far the convention of 1849 can 
be regarded; as an actual government, and its imbecility is sufficiently 
marked to make me wary of acknowledging it. 

Any recent negotiation at Washington, with the pretensions of this body 
would be open to cavil, & made, possibly, a fresh cause for civil war. 

I have been obliged to take a firm stand & to deal very frankly with Gen^ 
Muho2 & the several members of his provisional government. To have left 
Leon in such a state of things would have left me no possible room for 
mediating successfully, and with the unquiet spirits who had stirred the strife 
about me, here was my true position. I had just reached the city, when I 
heard of M? White’s arrival. 

I will write again in a few days, when I have hopes of communicating to the 
Department a better state of things. Just now it is as unfavorable as 
possible. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Guatemalan ChargS d’Affaires at Washington, to William S. 
Derrick, Acting Secretary of State of the United States ® 

New York, August 18,1851. 

The Undersigned Charge d’Affaires of Guatemala, is in receipt of the 
Honorable William S. Derrick’s letter of the I4*^ inst.-* acquainting Mr. 
Molina that the Government of the United States has been pleased to assent 
to the desire expressed on the part of the Republic of Guatemala, and that 
instructions shall, in consequence, be sent to Mr. Kerr, Chargd d’Affaires 

1 This omission tells of political difficulties and of the people’s apathy toward them. 

2 Above, this part, doc. 1165. 


of the United States m Central America, to do all he can with propriety, tor 
the purpose of restoring and preserving harmony between Guatemala and 
the States of Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. 

Mr. Molina in reply, takes this early opportunity to convey to the Hon¬ 
orable Secretary of State, his sense of the deep obligation his country is 
under, to the Government of the United States for the performance of this 
most important and timely act of friendship. 

The Undersigned trusts that Mr. Derrick will permit him to accompany 
the sincere expression of his personal gratitude for the early consideration 
that the subject in question has obtained in the Department of State. 

The Charg6 d’Affaires of Guatemala has the honor [etc.]. 
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J. Estanislao Gonzalez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to 
John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, August 22, i8fi. 

Under this date the Department of Foreign Relations under my charge 
makes the following statement to Mr. J. L. White. 

“The Provisional Supreme Government of the state of Nicaragua has 
been informed that at the time when this country is divided over the present 
political question, in which, on the one hand, the legislative and executive 
mandataries, who were repudiated on account of having acted contrary to 
the general interests and the whole constitution, pretend to maintain an 
authority which they have lost, according to Article 8 of that constitution, 
and on the other hand, the Provisional Supreme Government, born of the 
natural right possessed by every society to provide for its conservation and 
normal progress, when it does not have the government given to it by the 
substantive law, recognizes as the only path which can lead the Nicaraguan 
body politic to its organic perfection and well being, that of its fundamental 
regeneration, decreed in 1847 and ordered put into effect by the Legislative 
Act of April I, 1849, you are engaged in making with the said discredited 
mandataries, certain arrangements to the detriment of those already con¬ 
cluded, ratified, and ready to be put into effect between the North American 
Atlantic and Pacific Maritime Canal Company and this properly established 
state. Whatever may have been your opinions regarding this question, your 
character as a foreigner and as the representative of a company which is also 
foreign imposes on you the obligation not to concern yourself with the ques- 
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indicates to you with which oi them the agreements which may be made 
should be concluded. The contrary course would subject the interests of 
the said company to the result of the solution which this country, as sovereign 
and independent, might give to the political question referred to. In short: 
you cannot in any capacity treat of matters which concern the whole state 
with mandataries whose authority is in question. Therefore: the Provisional 
Supreme Government in the name of those rights and interests legally 
acquired and guaranteed by Nicaragua in time of peace in the principal 
contract and in the additions thereto for the establishment of a line of 
communication through this Isthmus between the two oceans, solemnly 
protests against any agreement which you may have concluded or may 
conclude with said mandataries, impairing or modifying wholly or in part 
the contract and additions thereto above mentioned; so much the more, as 
it is found that you have lost your neutrality as a foreigner by publicly 
inciting the people of Granada and even some of your compatriots to take 
part in the present conflict, a circumstance which has disqualified you for 
the exercise of your mission. The Provisional Supreme Government will see 
with satisfaction the harmonization of the interests of the above named 
company with those of the State, when the latter is at peace, and its Supreme 
Government is ready to carry on transactions of this kind; but in the mean¬ 
while it does not recognize and will not recognize the legality and validity of 
those which are concluded. By order of the Senator, the Provisional 
Director, I advise of the foregoing for your information and appropriate 
action. 

Your obedient servant.” 

By order of the same Senator, the Provisional Director, I transmit it to you 
for your information. 

Your obedient servant. 
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J. Estanislao Gonzdlez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Leon, August 25, iSfi. 

Most Excellent Sir: The identity of political principles, the senti¬ 
ments of fraternity, and the relations of friendship and of interest, which 
happily exist, between Nicaragua and the respected Republic, which, the 
Chief Magistrate of the American Union, so worthily presides over, render 
it incumbent upon the actual Provisional Government of this State, frankly 
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cised supreme power, both legislative and executive. 

In as much as, by the fundamental charter of Nicaragua, which har¬ 
monizes with the constitutions of all democratic countries, public function¬ 
aries, are nothing but the agents of the Sovereign power, in order fully to 
carry out the principal object of the latter, for the preservation of liberty, 
equality, public safety and property, by means of regular organizations, 
capable of maintaining the existence of the political body, and of conducting 
it through the paths of prosperity, it is a recognized principle, in our institu¬ 
tions, that such functionaries forfeit their commissions, when they fail to 
comply with the aforesaid conditions, either in a social or political point of 
view. Such was precisely the case with those individuals, who, while 
exercising the Supreme power, both in the Legislative and Executive 
branches of this State, made an improper use of their authority, substituting 
private for general interests, by usurping property which was destined for 
sacred objects; by plundering the public Treasury; by disorganizing the 
army, and, in short, by a course of legislation and executive conduct, in¬ 
fringing upon the constitution, and adverse to public safety and to the most 
vital interests of this country, both in regard to its interior affairs, and its 
Union Relations to the other states of Central America,—a union which 
has been greatly recommended by the enlightened American Cabinet. 
Finally, those functionaries had brought the State to such a complicated 
pass, so full of embarrassments and confusion, that, not being able to make 
any further progress, it made an extraordinary attempt at regeneration, by 
calling into existence this provisional government, with a view of being 
guided by it, through the pathways of regularity, until the people of Nicara¬ 
gua shall succeed in being represented by Legitimate Deputies, in a Con¬ 
stituent Congress, and there determine the great question of their political 
organization. While this question was pending, Mr. J. L. White, professing 
devotion to the party which assumes to sustain the legitimate authority 
of those discarded functionaries, entered into a contract with these very 
men, which interferes, in a manner most adverse to the interests of this 
State, with the stipulations contained in the principal contract, and its 
additional clauses, which was concluded and ratified with the North 
American-Atlantic-Pacific—Maritime-Canal-Company, under the glorious 
administration of the Director, Don R. Ramirez as soon as this provisional 
Government was informed of such proceeding, on the part of Mr. White, it 
addressed to him the protest, which I have the honor of enclosing’*^ to your 
Excellency; but as this Supreme Government has also learnt, that Mr. 
White has already left for New York, (being a subject of that worthy 


Excellency may be pleased to solicit fresh instructions from His Excellency 
the Vice President of the United States, with a view of informing the afore¬ 
said company, that the new arrangement entered into, on the part of Mr. 
White, with one of the contending parties, in the controversy actually 
carried on, in this State, is not legal. The Undersigned avails himself of this 
opportunity, to transmit to your Excellency, some copies of the acts of the 
and s*’' inst, and has the particular gratification [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States ChargS d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 3 Leon, August 25, 1851. 

Sir; No very decisive step has yet been taken by the provisional govern¬ 
ment at Leon, while gathering strength for an attack on the rival party at 
Granada, delayed as I have had reason to think from some lingering hope 
of an accommodation. 

After letting all, here, know in the most emphatic manner that I could not 
countenance so outrageous a proceeding as the seizure & detention of the 
President of the Republic or recognize as legal, a provisional government, 
based on such a palpable fraud upon the rights of the people, under the aus¬ 
pices of a few of the soldiery, I have deemed it a duty, as well from motives of 
self-respect as from regard for the best interests of the United States, to for¬ 
bear any positive action, till something, like tranquillity, be restored. 

I fear from the excited state of the public mind in Leon this morning that 
an imprudent step has been taken by M- J. L. White, in his zeal to bring 
about a modifica.tion of the terms of the Charter and act of incorporation 
of the Canal Company, more favorable to those interested in the mere tran¬ 
sit route. I have had, on repeated occasions, with our own citizens & for¬ 
eigners, to combat the insinuation, tliat the Canal was only the stalking- 
horse for the transit, and that it would very soon be apparent. This I felt 
as almost insulting. The treaty of protection between the United States 
and Great Britain lent a dignity to the project of a Ship-Canal, and gave a 
good opening for the full expression of liberal sentiments, in lieu of the narrow 
and jaundiced views, that the petty jealousies of interested individuals and 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received September 26. 


cerned, regarded the Canal with decided favor. You may well imagine, 
what a revulsion of feeling has been produced by the rumor, industriously 
circulated, that so popular an idea had been seriously weakened by a new 
arrangement. Gen^ Munoz, whose position has not been sanctioned by 
any of the prominent Citizens of Leon, is now sure of an earnest co-operation, 
and emboldened by this, the prospect of the early accommodation, to which 
I have referred, is somewhat lessened. 

This morning, however, two of the more influential citizens here, Mess’^® 
Carcache & Montelegra, joined by M*' Manning, an English merchant, long 
resident here with very much of social & political influence, had started, as 
Commissioners to Granada, with propositions for peace between the two 
Provisional Governments. These were: an entire amnesty for the few 
offlcers actually involved by their participation in the arrest of M' Pineda, 
and, as the cure all for every wound, the call in October of a Constituent 
Assembly. As an earnest of his disposition for peace and order Gen’ 
Munoz consents to leave the state, should it be required. But, now, the 
Leon party, through this alleged delinquency on the part of the general 
Assembly, has gained an advantage, & with more of sympathy, on their 
side, from the people, hitherto quiescent, a conflict can hardly be avoided. 
I had hoped, that White was too sound a lawyer and too good a tactician 
to ask or receive any material modification of the Charter at such a juncture, 
when the State, acephalous in fact, was in the hands of two Provisional gov¬ 
ernments, seeking, each, the ascendancy by an appeal to arms. Though 
promptly expressing the opinion to the leaders at Leon, that the General 
Assembly in session was in fact the depository of the sovereignty of the 
State, and therefore entitled to respect, I saw at once the propriety of with¬ 
holding myself from both factions for a while as negotiations, in the unsettled 
state of opinion, throughout the whole Country, would be unsafe & open to 
cavil hereafter. 

It is absolutely disgusting to reflect upon the degraded state of morals 
among the thorough-paced politicians of Nicaragua & the parts adjacent, 
apparent from the fact, that these distinct attempts, from motives at once 
contrariant, were on foot for the overthrow of the government of Pineda. 
It would be a hard task to make good the argument upon the constitutional 
rights of the existing assembly, as the successive administrations in Nica¬ 
ragua, for some years past, arose from just such a revolution, as the current 
one. M’' White seems very naturally to have regarded these people, as 
mere children, who could be led or driven any way, he might be disposed ; but 
I fear, he may have carried his contempt for their intellect somewhat too 
far, if all, reported here, to-day, of his sayings and doings, be correct— 


much I may differ from him, on the expediency of recent proceedings, to 
sustain him as far as I can. While he was at Granada I made every effort 
to reach there. The residents of Leon were moving off every night with 
their property, and, here, all alone, with only one American in the City, it 
was impossible to secure a suitable protector for Kerr during my ab¬ 
sence. The wrong headedness & imbecility of the members of the Assem¬ 
bly had been a subject for comment, and it is very clear now, that no re¬ 
sistance can be made to the force of Munoz, should he march upon Gran¬ 
ada. The Commissioners will now fail in the object of their mission, 
unless the state of things at Granada be otherwise than we had it reported 
to-day. 

I have received from the Provisional Government here the accompanying 
communication in regard to M"" White, marked A.,^ being a copy of a letter 
addressed to him. At first I was disposed to repel the charges, as aspersions 
upon him, and I had prepared a letter in reply to it. He has, I understood, 
left for New York and it was a matter of prudence to forbear. In the Cabals 
of the day some blows were aimed, as I have had reason to think, at the 
privileges of the Canal Company, and this coup de main of M*" White may 
not be out of place. The exact terms of his arrangement are not known 
and there may be exaggeration. 

Much jealousy exists on the part of persons here, anxious for a share in 
the profits of the transit route, and a favorite scheme is the construction of a 
rail-road from Granada to Realejo over a desirable country. We are to 
have intense and bitter feeling on this score. 

When I offered to present my credentials, I was met by a very jesuitical 
letter from M^ Castillon— My answer^ which failed to reach Mr. Castil- 
lon, will explain the views, I was led to take, and it had better be with his 
communication, forwarded as a part of my first despatch. Mr. Castillon 
either favored secretly the members of the National Convention or he dreaded 
a revolution. 

It is now late at night, and the unusual sound of a large body of Cavalry 
indicates some significant move by the government here. I do not intend 
to be forced away; though I am not much in favor with the members of 
the de facto government, and it is dull work. I have been constrained to 
express my true sentiments very frankly— By every safe hand I will 
advise the Department of the progress of events, and Leon is the center of 
all the intrigues, where information can be had at the moment, when it 
would be available. I must call the attention of the Department to my 
limited powers, with a letter of credence to Nicaragua alone, and my em- 
'harrnssiarl rnrirlitinn will be .seen, should in the melee the members of the 



National Representation of Honduras, Salvador & Nicaragua come into 
power, a scurvy set of tricksters, one & all.^ . . . 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to 7 . 

Estanislao Gonzdlez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua 2 

Le6n, August30,1831. 

Sir: Your communication, with a copy of a letter, addressed to Joseph L. 
White,® Esquire, of New York, now at the head of the American Atlantic & 
Pacific Ship Canal Company, came duly to hand and being a protest 
against the acts of that gentleman, in connection with an interest, so im¬ 
portant and widely spread, I have thought fit to transmit it to the State 
Department at Washington. 

The modifications of the contract, proposed by White, have not been 
communicated to me, and as matters, appertaining to the corporation, over 
which he presides, they were not at all under my cognizance; but I may ven¬ 
ture to add, that the potent influence, ascribed to him is inconsistent with 
the dignity and grandeur of such a work as the Oceanic Canal. The Pro¬ 
visional Government at Leon may rest satisfied, that it is beyond the efforts 
of any single man or any combination of men, at Granada or elsewhere, to 
negative the fiat which the enlightened spirit of modern commerce has sent 
forth, and if Nicaragua be only true to herself, erasing from her vocabulary 
that ominous word—Revolution—so pregnant of evil after a sad experience of 
baffled hopes for the last quarter of a century, the Ship-Canal, begun and 
completed, will be the mere precursor of greater advantages. 

Prompt intelligence in regard to it is due to the United States Govern¬ 
ment, by which its neutrality and security have been guaranteed before the 
World, and this protest will be received, as an earnest of zeal for an under¬ 
taking much favored through all the States of the Union. 

Upon more authentic information it is to be hoped, that this summary de¬ 
nunciation of M'’ White will have proved somewhat premature; and that his 
arrangement with the Legislature will be advantageous in its results alike 
to the Country and the company. 

It is no part of my mission from the United States of the North to mingle 
in the strife of contending factions, and I must be content to wait till a 
better spirit prevail and unanimity be restored to the public Councils. But 
the preparations for a war where brother is to fight against brother, have not 
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It remains for the governments and people of Nicaragua, however, to 
make or mar, at their own pleasure and after their own fashion the National 
prosperity; but while Municipal regulations may be thus changed or utterly 
confounded, there are certain international Laws which are not silent amidst 
the din of arms. Understanding that the Provisional Government at Leon 
is about to carry the war into the Lake Country of Nicaragua, where capital 
from the States of the American Union has sought extensive investments, I 
claim, come what may, full immunity for the persons and property of my 
fellow Citizens now there in virtue of chartered privileges. The resources of 
this gateway of Nations are beginning to be developed and there are cogent 
reasons for an early armistice, by which time and opportunity could be given 
for a free interchange of opinion between the prominent members of the two 
Governments, arrayed against each other. 

In adherence to a rule prescribed for my line of conduct during the civil 
commotions, that are flagrant, I forbear any comments, & I reply now merely 
to this protest against White, who found at Managua the representatives 
of the people, in General Assembly met, claiming the right to treat with him. 
Whatever may be the modifications of this contract, I am very sure, that 
most of the rumors afloat in this City are gross exaggerations. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation- of the United States, in Guatemala, to 
Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 9 Guatemala City, September 12 , 1851. 

Sir: In my despatch N° 4 ^ in reference to the Blockade of the ports of 
the State of S. Salvador by a British Naval Force, I mentioned, that it had 
been notified to the authorities of that State by the Commander of H. B. M. 
S. Gorgon, that unless a previous satisfactory arrangement be made with 
H. B. M. Charge d’Affairs in regard to the pending claims, within a specified 
time, a large naval force would arrive to establish a more rigorous blockade 
of those ports. I have now the satisfaction to inform you that such arrange¬ 
ments have been effected here between the Government of S. Salvador 
and H. B. M. Charge d’Affairs, as will be seen by a copy of the agreement 
published in the Gazette of S. Salvador sent herewith,^ and which has been 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received May 10. _ 


surceased. . . . 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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J. Estanislao Gonzalez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to 
John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, September i8, 

The reply which Your Excellency was kind enough to make under date of 
the 30th ultimo ^ to the despatch addressed to you by this cabinet with the 
protest of the Provisional Supreme Government ® against the latest agree¬ 
ment concluded by Mr. J. L. White, in the name of the American Atlantic 
and Pacific Maritime Canal Company, with one of the two parties who are 
debating in this country the pending question relative to the supreme 
power in Nicaragua, furnishes more serious reasons to justify that protest. 

The supreme governments of the great Republic which Your Excellency 
represents and that of this State having committed themselves to giving 
proper protection to the vastest commercial enterprise of the nineteenth 
century, the opening of the great canal which is to connect the two oceans, 
agreed upon by the Supreme Power of Nicaragua with the said American 
company, it is astonishing that the annulment of this first agreement at¬ 
tempted by Mr. White in the said last agreement, reducing that magnificent 
project of reciprocal and universal benefit, to a common transit route, has 
not been brought to the knowledge of Your Excellency nor that of the 
Nicaraguan public, and that of the other Central American states and foreign 
nations. 

It is impossible not to consider this concealment as characteristic of the 
combinations which are profoundly hostile to this country in the new con¬ 
tract of Mr. White; and it was very proper that Your Excellency should have 
submitted the said protest to the Ministry of State of the Union. 

The Provisional Supreme Government acting on these new bases confirms 
the said protest against the last agreement concluded by Mr. White with the 
party of the City of Granada, which claims to administer the government of 
the State, as being null and void, and seriously adverse to the interests of 
Nicaragua, of the United States, of Central America, and of the whole 
world. With regard to the compatriots of Your Excellency, you may be 
assured that they will enjoy not only the general guarantees which the 
constitution of the country grants to every foreigner, but that they will also 
receive that protection characteristic of the fraternal sentiments which we 
cherish toward them. 



recommends to y our tLxceuency tnat you Kindly transmit this new protest 
and declaration also to the Government which you represent. 

Please accept the assurance [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to J. 

Mstanislao Gonzalez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Le6n, September 20,18$!. 

Sir: The Provisional Government at Leon should be aware that no 
greater insult can be offered to the honor and dignity of the United States 
than by countenancing an unworthy attempt, which, to-night, has come to 
my personal knowledge. 

Certain well disposed and wayfaring Citizens, seeking again their homes 
from the distant sections of the Union on the Pacific, have had the promise 
of present day and future bounty, in case they would consent to disfranchise 
themselves by lending aid and arms to the Department of Leon. It is said 
to have been with the concurrence of the Provisional Government. 

This tampering is a sorry game at best, and one which, in due time, may 
give occasion to a more stringent course on the part of the Government, I 
have the honor to represent. I protest against it in the outset, as totally sub¬ 
versive of the National Morality, which is so dear to the vast body of the 
American people. 

Should the Provisional Gov* at Leon succeed for a time in these seductive 
efforts to undermine high toned principles in the breasts of some few now 
passing, is it not plain, that any future accessions to its party, with the 
ready means for information, afforded by steam navigation, would be from 
among those, who approach the shores of Nicaragua with malice prepense; 
and thus virtually are brought within the purview of the act of Congress, for¬ 
bidding, as a high misdemeanor, the gathering of unarmed force, within the 
limits of United States against powers, between which and the government 
of the American Union there are subsisting relations of peace and amity? 
This leprous distilment into the ears of my fellow countrymen may thus 
involve their own government to the amount of millions of money for ships 
of war on the coast of Nicaragua, necessary to vindicate the violated law, and 
the expenditure would more readily be met in behalf of the Nicaraguan 
People, weakened and impoverished by internal dissensions. 

After a conference and a correspondence with the Honorable Francisco 
Castillon, ejected from his high post, on the night of the 4*^ ult°, by a mili- 



Here. My wen maturea ana nxea opinion loroias it, ana it comes witn iii 
grace, therefore, from this government through its recruiting officers, to 
negative the policy and propriety of this step in argument with my own 
Countrymen. Such a course of proceeding is personally offensive. 

I now officially state to the members of the Provisional Government at 
Leon, that the attempted enlistment of transient American Citizens, with 
no opportunity for weighing the true points at issue in the State, is deroga¬ 
tory to the integrity and purity of our Republican institutions. It degrades 
the American into a mercenary. The public mind in the United States will 
not brook it for an instant and the Government there will set its seal of 
reprobation upon all who counsel and abet it. 

It will stand, too, in the way of a bona fide immigration, from which the 
American Union derives, each year, an accession of wealth and strength. 
Here I might be excused, Rev^ Sir, for pointing a moral. It is the keen- 
sighted and experienced mariner, who recognises the distant danger of the 
cloud no larger than the hand, and will not do the members of the Provi¬ 
sional Government the injustice to suppose, that they have turned over the 
pages of history to so little purpose as not to acknowledge, how unsafe a 
thing it is to trust to foreign train-bands in the settlement of domestic 
differences. 

I avail myself of the occasion to acknowledge the receipt of your communi¬ 
cation of the i8*^ InsS*^ renewing the protest against the action of M’' J. L. 
White. 

I have the honor [etc,]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to J. 
Estanislao Gonzalez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Le6n, September 2j, i8fi. 

Sir: Blood has been shed and by Americans, hand to hand with Americans 
on the soil of Nicaragua! This evening two gentlemen, resident here, 
Mess’"® Deshon & Bradbury, brought me intelligence of a rumor, that at San 
Juan del Sur an actual conflict had occurred, in which the lives of several of 
my Countrymen had been lost. Is it true? If so, what I so much feared 
and deprecated in my protest to the de facto Government at Leon has come 
to pass. 

If these domestic quarrels are to be settled by American Citizens, it is 
^ Above, this part, doc. 1173. 

* Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 4, 


US nonor nas oeen comprorauiea oy one or tne contenamg lactions. 

I propose to despatch a special messenger at once to Washington, in case 
this account be true, and it is to be hoped, that the tender of good offices 
from a Power like the United States, able to make good the performance of 
any guarantees under its mediation will not be refused by either of the 
litigants. 

With sincere wishes for the restoration of tranquillity in Nicaragua, 

I am [etc.]. 
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J. Estanislao Gonzdlez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to 
John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d’Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, September 25, 18^1. 

Foreigners in general who freely desire to maintain the social order, se¬ 
curity of person and property, and the cause of civilization and of the prog¬ 
ress of this country, in the destiny of which all people are interested, are 
admitted to the army of the Provisional Government. 

The State of Nicaragua, in conformity with its political constitution, does 
not consider citizens of the United States of the North to be really foreign¬ 
ers, nor does it treat them as such, but as brothers, sons of the same con¬ 
tinent, inspired by identical principles, and moved by the noble desire to 
establish liberty and order in every part of the common fatherland, and to 
develop its resources by industry. 

The Supreme Provisional Government acknowledges the right of American 
citizens to study any question in any country of the world and take the side 
which seems right to them, without incurring responsibility therefore to 
their Government, as has been seen in the controversy over Texas, Havana, 
and others recorded in history. It also recognizes in them the enlighten¬ 
ment necessary to carry on such undertakings properly, and well knows that 
it does not degrade but honors anybody to receive a just compensation for 
his work. And in contrast to this is the interpellation of Your Excellency ^ 
in regard thereto, when you publicly and by all means in your power make 
known your inclination in favor of the party opposed to the Provisional 
Government, as it certainly should be observed that if Your Excellency did 
not consider the Granada group as a faction, but as a legitimate govern¬ 
ment, you ought to be there, inspiring in your compatriots by your impar¬ 
tiality the spirit of neutrality, which, as we know, is the only one which Your 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 4, below, 
this part, doc. 1178. _ _ _ . . , 


which is the one maintained by the Provisional Government, and to which 
the Supreme Government of the Republic of the North will not be indifferent. 

It is in this way that the Supreme Director instructs me to reply to Your 
Excellency, omitting to reply to those remarks of which Your Excellency 
himself must have disapproved after [recovering from] the feeling with which 
you wrote them, and to recommend at the same time that you moderate the 
ardor with which you persist in restraining the enthusiasm of the good North 
Americans who sympathize with us; for while, under public international 
law, they are at liberty to adopt and support any cause in our country, an 
official employee of your class cannot take the same liberty without infring¬ 
ing the principle of non-intervention universally recognized. 

I remain [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge, d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to J. Es-^ 
ianislao Gonzalez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, September 2J, 1851. 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 25^^ Inst,^ I have merely to 
refer you to my letter of the 20*^ Inst,® from which I can not depart in any 
particular. 

From your general observations, in regard to the Government of the 
United States, it is evident, that the Provisional Government at Leon is 
resolved to take steps, derogatory to it’s honor and dignity, and in 
violation of well established principles. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 4 Le6n, October 2, 18^1. 

Sir; The State Department will, herewith, receive my entire correspond¬ 
ence with the de facto government at Leon,® and, as matters now stand, I 
can not but look back, with satisfaction, at the firm and decided course, I 
took on the instant, that the difficulties commenced here. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No 4 
below, this nart. doe. 2 


Two days since a commissioner arnved from Honduras, and without 
waiting for his Salvador Colleague, left this morning for Granada, as the 
bearer of certain propositions arranged yesterday, as I have been con¬ 
fidentially informed. 

The actual debt incurred by the Provisional Gov* at Leon is to be recog¬ 
nised & paid by the State. Don Pedro Zeladon is to be charged with the 
government & the command in chief, and Munoz is to retire & go out of the 
State, should he be required. A reduction of the forces is to follow and a 
Constituent Assembly be called. All this, you will understand, is the mere 
splutter of intriguing politicians, now meshed and anxious to be extricated. 
But a new spirit has been aroused in Central America, and the Government 
of Guatemala for the first time in many years has evinced a disposition to 
interest itself in the affairs of Nicaragua. On the 12*^ ulto., a Circular from 
Pavon, the Guatemala Minister for Foreign Affairs, was sent off to the 
different representatives of power in Nicaragua—to Castillon [Castelldn], 

late Secretary to Pineda, now in Exile at Nacaome in Honduras, to the 
Provisional Gov* here & to that in Granada. It proposes an arrangement of 
the difficulties by the mediation of Guatemala, in conjunction with the 
several foreign ministers in the Country. A new issue has evidently been 
presented to the public mind in the states of Central America, and while no 
mention is made of it, as a vague apprehension too deeply felt for words, it 
may eventually bring about a more perfect Union. This has arisen from 
an act of the de facto Gov* in Leon^—the invitation to our American Citizens, 
accompanied with inducements, mean & contemptible, to join its party. 
My letter to the Acting Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the 20*’\* will show 
the Department in what emphatic terms I thought it becoming in me to 
denounce such a proceeding. 

In the face of my remonstrance the members of the Provisional Gov* have 
been doing all they can to make the passing Californians subservient to their 
purposes. You may imagine my position here, when the success of the 
Revolutionary movement is regarded by Munoz and his junto as mainly 
dependent on the assistance thus to be secured, and what a keen sense of 
injury they affect to feel against me for bold efforts to counteract them. I 
am humiliated in being obliged to add, that not a single American among 
those, resident in Leon and the neighborhood, can be found to co-operate 
with me. I have stood alone. In fact everything has been said and done 
among them to neutralize my influence and to engender prejudice. Among 
these Californians, I have always found some few, ready to listen and able to 
appreciate at once, through whom their companions were held to their 
allegiance. 


ood ii1+o -t-rv 4 -Via Prm/isinnfll liprft. on the 


proner oi a rrienuiy meaiation uie iiKeiiaouu oi sonie ucuiucu ciuuon on me 
part of the United States, in case these civil dissensions were to be left to 
the Americans, casually or permanently in Nicaragua. If Leon hired their 
services; so would Granada, and what a spectacle would be presented to 
the World! Yet some there are, and clever men so called, with fancied 
interests here to be bettered, as they believe, after listening to the fustian 
of Munoz about the American cause (forsooth, in such hands, as his,) 
who would insist on it, that I have no right to advise my countrymen against 
a dishonorable violation of neutrality. The de facto Gov* has been em¬ 
boldened by these backers to use language, not at all consistent with the 
courtesy due to my official station, and for state reasons only, I have smoth¬ 
ered my resentment. 

In reply to their communication, of the 25*^^ ulto,* I determined on more 
mature reflection to suppress a stinging reproof for their ill-concealed in¬ 
solence. It was couched, of course, in the language that diplomatic etiquette 
would have permitted. In lieu of it, I sent my letter of the 27*^ ult,^ referring 
simply to my previous one, which needs no further gloss or explanation. 

I have effected my true object in remaining at Leon notwithstanding the 
pressing solicitations of J. L. White, on his coming, to join him at Gra¬ 
nada. I heard nothing of him after the first week or two; but, no doubt, he 
thought, his objects and purposes paramount. He wrote me word that he 
had important despatches from the State Department, and for a while I felt 
considerable embarrassment. My presence in Granada would have been 
taken as a tacit recognition of that Provisional Gov*, and I had made up my 
mind to wait, till order was restored. 

No one here has seen the new contract of M"" White; but among the resi¬ 
dent Americans the most violent feeling has been produced by it, here 
[and?] in Granada, as I have been informed. The provisional Gov^ here, 
seized upon it, at once, for the capital, it would bring, and on a review of the 
whole subject, I deemed it proper to reply to the Protest against M" White. 
My reply ^ accompanies this letter, and it is for the Department to judge, if 
in possession of the new contract, how far it absolves the Gov* of the United 
States from the obligations of the original one, to which so much importance 
has been given by the joint action of the United States and England. 

I will continue my efforts to keep the Californians from any active par¬ 
ticipation in the war between the factions, and I can better carry out the 
purpose here in Leon. The regular steamers, in connection with the transit 
line, land their passengers at San Juan del Sur, and there is no time for 
tarrying and breeding mischief in that place. Many, however, are set on 


Jranama, & hnd it very convenient to be out oi stores and m unseaworthy 
condition just off the port of Realejo. Most of these persons have started 
for home with just enough, on a calculation of ingenious parsimony, to pay 
their way, and there are others, fairly destitute of means. Granada is at 
some distance & from among these, so situated, Gen^ Munoz was sure of 
being able to find many recruits. It is highly creditable to my Countrymen, 
that thus far very few have been induced to barter away their privileges as 
American Citizens, and, I believe, that the twenty or thirty in service have 
been the residents in and about Realejo for some time. One of these persons, 
John Maclaine, of La, with a commission of Col“ under Munoz sailed a short 
time since from Realejo for San Juan del Sur, with some twenty five men, 
intending to pass in the Lake Steamers to San Carlos, which was to be seized 
& held for the Gov* here. It is a point of much interest, as there is a custom 
house and a fort of some strength—the key in fact to the State. He had 
calculated so largely on the co-operation of a sufficient number of the 
Americans at San Juan del Sur, that he had made no secret of his intended 
expedition. The Provisional Gov* at Granada has sent to me copies of his 
letters, through which information was given some days in advance of his 
arrival, and at the first moment of leisure I will copy them for transmission 
to Washington. Maclaine was immediately surrounded on his reaching a 
house, and in the melee, that ensued, five of the Granada men were killed, 
and one American, who, from what I can gather, was in no way connected 
with the business. His death excited the Americans and the rescue of 
Maclaine followed, he being sent off, by way of compromise, to California in 
a steamer on the point of sailing. In a few weeks he is to be here again with a 
force gathered together in San Francisco; but I presume the United States 
officers will take a stand against it, as an infraction of Law. These things 
have been suddenly so precipitated upon me, that I have had no time or 
opportunity for communicating with the Commanders on the Naval 
Station in the Pacific or for addressing a letter to a Judge or Marshal in 
California. 

With one hundred Americans, Munoz will not hesitate longer to march 
upon Granada, and scenes, disgraceful to humanity & civilization must 
ensue. I do not believe that any headway could be made in San Francisco 
against a popular excitement, which Maclaine may be able to excite. Cut 
off from all regular communication with Granada, I am unable to have cor¬ 
rect information and my own letters for the Department have to be trusted 
to the California strangers, as they pass. I would have sent off a special 
messenger some days back, if among the resident Americans in Leon a 
suitable person could have been found. Two trustworthy men, on their 
C c' -m 1-n fT -ri-rPiTY^ 1 cpr! tr. tnW to Npw York for me. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 5 Leon, October 21,18^1. 

Sir: ... It is a grave question for the government of the United States, 
how far American citizens, with the present concession of right of way to 
California, can be suffered to go in fomenting disturbances here; and when 
there is imminent danger of sanguinary scenes, such as have disgraced hu¬ 
manity in past years, whether their active participation, under a fancied 
personal license, may not compromit us before the world. I have not hesi¬ 
tated to take firm ground against the two or three residents here, who have 
been flattering Munoz with the assistance of as many Americans, as he 
needed, and in my correspondence with the Provisional Government at Leon 
you will see, in what strong terms I denounced the offers of pay, so degrading 
to any man, who had a just appreciation of his privilege of citizenship under 
such a Union as our’s. This auction of soldiers on the very decks of 
American vessels, in Realejo bay, must have been a humiliating spectacle, 
and I can not readily forget or forgive the insolence of the Government, which 
has abetted it. I will spare no sacrifices, personally, to disabuse all within 
my influence of sentiments, inconsistent with the spirit of our Neutrality 
Acts, and I yesterday gave the owner and captain of the steamer, which 
brought M^Lane and his men from Acapulco, to understand, that one of our 
National Ships might have been justified in the attempt to vindicate our 
Law by the seizure of his vessel on the high seas, where every government 
•has a personal jurisdiction over its citizens. With this nucleus, at Munoz’s 
command, the work of enlistment may be more successful than hereto¬ 
fore. . . . 

1 have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Routine matters occupy the omitted portion. 

2 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Receipt date not indicated. 

The two omitted portions deal with internal political turmoil and with routine matters. 



pQvon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala^ to Henry Savage, in 
charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala ^ 

[translation] 

Confidential Guatemala City, October 25, 1831. 

Sir: I have the satisfaction to accompany herewith, copies of the Con¬ 
stitutive Act of the Republick, decreed the 19th. inst. by the Constituent 
Assembly, which document is of the greatest importance to this country. 
I doubt not but it will be of satisfaction to Savage, and it is moreover, 
pleasing to me to inform him, that it has been transmitted to AR Molina our 
Minister in Washington for the information of the American Government. 
I am, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Private New York, October 30,1851. 

The Minister of Nicaragua having been apprized of some circumstances 
which have lately occurred in Granada, relative to the grant, which, Mr. 
T. S. [J. L?] White, legal adviser of the Alaritime Canal company, obtained 
from the Government of Nicaragua, which was, a separation of the Canal 
undertaking, from that of the construction of a provisional route, between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific, which is now open, he has the honor of address¬ 
ing himself to the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, for the purpose 
of ascertaining, whether Mr. White, was actually entrusted, on the occasion 
of his late visit to Nicaragua, with a private commission from the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States, offering to bring the question, actually pending, 
with the British government, relative to the port of San Juan, and the AIos- 
quito territory, to a speedy and advantageous settlement, and favorable 
conclusion; and, whether, the aforesaid Air. White had been authorized to 
declare, in the name of the Republic, that the Government of the United 
States, was disposed, conjointly with the British government, to compel 
Nicaragua, in the event of any violation of the original contract, faithfully 
to carry out every clause of the same. 

The Minister of Nicaragua, remembers perfectly, that, in the course of an 
interview he had with Mr. White, in Washington, either towards the latter 

*■ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3, enclosed with Savage to the Secretary of State, No. 10, 
below, this oart. doc. liSi. The document enclosed with this note does not come within 



that he had just entered into an agreement with Mr. Daniel Webster, Secre¬ 
tary of State, to the effect, that the Government of the United States, should 
abstain from all kinds of negotiations with the Minister of Nicaragua, 
while the question, concerning certain alleged violations, which the aforesaid 
Mr. White maintained to have been committed by the Government of Nica¬ 
ragua, in regard to certain clauses in the original canal contract, remained 
unsettled; and, as, at that very time, the Minister of Nicaragua was nego¬ 
tiating with the Honorable Secretary of State, conjointly with the Ministers 
of Great Britain and Costa Rica, in Contradiction of Mr. White’s statement, 
the Minister of Nicaragua has reason to believe, that in this last instance, as 
well as on the occasion, which has been the immediate object of this com¬ 
munication, Mr. White was only obeying the impulses of a new desire to be 
personally officious. 

In asking, the Hon*^'® Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, to be pleased, 
to reply to the questions contained in this communication, the Minister of 
Nicaragua avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Jos^ de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Confidential New York, October 30,1831. 

The Ministers of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, being convinced, that the 
actual state of the question pending between their respective Governments, 
is a source of immense evils and injury to their mutual interests, and, to 
the perfect development of the political and Commercial relations of both;— 
and, being desirous, therefore, to put an end to these evils, and, to facilitate, 
on their own part, a complete and final settlement of the business pending 
with the British Government, have agreed to meet and to devise the most 
suitable means, for realizing the patriotic object, which they have proposed 
to themselves. 

With this purpose in view, Senor Molina, owing to the relations and com¬ 
promises which bind Costa Rica to the Government of Her Britanic Majesty, 
has written to the English Charge D’Affaires, at Washington, on the subject; 
and the Minister of Nicaragua, trusting in the good wishes, which actuate 
the Government of the American Union, has the honor of addressing himself 
to the Hon^^® Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, to whom he submits the 


cessions to each other, in regard to the free navigation of their own waters, 
in the interior; agreeing, moreover, to conclude, subsequently to these 
arrangements, a treaty of friendship and commerce, which should guaranty 
the respective rights and interests of the parties, in perpetuity. 

The Minister of Nicaragua, has, therefore, the honor of submitting this 
matter to the enlightened consideration of the Hon*^'® Daniel Webster, 
hoping that he will be pleased to favor these negotiations, in order that they 
may be brought to a speedy issue; and he begs to inform the Secretary of 
State, at the same time, that the Ministers of Costa Rica, and Nicaragua, 
are ready to repair forthwith to Washington, if the Hon^^° Daniel Webster, 
should deem their presence there, necessary, to carry out the ends proposed. 

Begging the Secretary of State to have the kindness, to return a speedy 
reply to this communication, the Undersigned, [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the United States Legation in Guatemala, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States^ 

No. 10 Guatemala City, November lo, 1851, 

Sir: The Constituent Assembly met on the i6th August last; a few of the 
liberal members sent in their resignation, the seats of several of the absentees 
were declared vacant, by reason, as is alleged, of their having accepted Office 
under the Government of other States, and the others not counted, the depu¬ 
ties being still absent. New elections were made to complete the number, 
among the partizans of the Government and the result of their deliberation 
is the enclosed Constitutive Act, translation of which is herewith forwarded 
this act was signed by the Representatives on the 19th October ult°; on the 
22nd General Carrera was declared President of the Republick, and on the 
6th inst, he took possession with regal pomp. 

I also enclose copy of a note sent to me by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs.® 

It behooves me to call your attention to this new law; to judge from the 
tenor of the numerous articles written by persons in the employ of the Gov- 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received January 21. 

2 See note i, p. 249, above, this part. 

* Above, this part, doc. n8o. 



ernment, and published in the Government Gazette, which I have regularly 
forwarded to your Department, traducing the policy of the U States’ Gov¬ 
ernment, it would seem, as though the actual rulers of Guatemala, were de¬ 
sirous of exciting a prejudice against the institutions of the United States, 
and thus prepare the mind of the people, for a system of Government diamet¬ 
rically opposed to that founded on liberal principles; and, in a recent editorial 
in the Gazette N° 71, “On the injustice of the efforts made by the Annexion- 
ists of Cuba,” it is boldly suggested, that the salvation of this country, is to 
be sought in Alliances with Governments which have an interest in affording 
a guarantee to the independence of the country, and coincidently with this, 
is the newly created Constitutive Act, wherein the President of Guatemala is 
fully empowered to conclude and ratify treaties of Alliance with Foreign 
Powers. 

There is but little confidence entertained as to the stability of this Gov¬ 
ernment; it is true that so long as Carrera is at the head of the Government 
quietude may be expected, and the moment he disappears anarchy will ensue. 
He is bound by this new law to act in concurrence with the Council, neverthe¬ 
less, he is a Dictator, as the members will only be submissive to his will, which 
is that of an illiterate barbarian and not to be controlled by such men. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, Nove?nber 20, 1831, 

The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, begs leave to 
lay before the Honorable Secretary of State of the United States the enclosed 
copy of a communication that he addresses under this same date to Mr. 
John L. White, Agent of the Atlantic Pacific Ship Canal Company; protest¬ 
ing against the occuppation contemplated by that Company of certain lands 
belonging to Costa Rica.^ 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received November 22. 

^ The letter to Mr. White, whose first name appears elsewhere as “Joseph ”, and is usually 
referred to as J. L. White, follows: 

Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to John L. White, Agent of the 
Atlantic Pacific Ship Canal Company 

New York, November 20,18$i. 

Sir: With reference to the statement you made to me, a few days ago, saving that 



the spirit of the Ship Canal Convention concluded between the United 
States and Great Britain; and at the same time evidently injurious to the 
course of the negotiations opened for the settlement of all differences in 
regard to those territories. 

The Undersigned takes this opportunity [etc.]. 


involves a direct violation of the rights appertaining to the Republic of Costa Rica, who 
is the only legitimate owner of all the territories lying on the southern side of the San 
Juan river, along its whole course, and that in consequence pf this just claim, the 
Republic of Costa Rica has protested before the world and again protests through my 
instrumentality, against the validity of the grants that the state of Nicaragua has 
unduly assumed the power to make to the Atlantic Pacific Ship Canal Company, and 
that she will not allow establishments of any kind to be formed, on the above mentioned 
bank, unless her own consent be previously obtained. 

The Company is aware that the question respecting the Sovereignty of the aforesaid 
territory between the Republic of Costa Rica and the State of Nicaragua, has been the 
subject of negotiations, opened under the mediation of the Governments of the United 
States and Great Britain; and the Company is also aware that those negotiations are 
still pending. In such circumstances, it seems necessary that the_ Company should 
refrain from every proceeding which might change the present condition of the interests 
at issue, between the parties maintaining contradictory claims to the same. 

The circumspection that has presided over all the acts of the Republic of Costa 
Rica in this affair, the regards she has had for the State of Nicaragua, and the friendly 
dispositions she entertains respecting the Atlantic Pacific Ship Canal Company, are, 
in my impression, circumstances which entitle her to expect from others all due con¬ 
siderations, and that her rights shall not be tramped upon in a violent way. 

If, on one hand, the Government of Costa Rica, listening to reasons of an elevated 
order, thought fit to suspend the course of the contracts that had been concluded in 
its name, and were afterwards duly ratified, both for the purpose of cutting a ship canal, 
and for the establishment ad interim of a transit route by the best possible means: 
contracts, which it would be easy, even as this late hour, to carry out, either with 
European or American speculators, on the other hand it is not to be presumed that the 
Republic, in any plan of settlement whatever, may be disposed to recognize the grants 
of land made by Nicaragua; although she could perhaps be willing to give to the people 
of that state, other proofs of fraternity and regard. 

This declaration will not preclude, that on the application of the company, and the 
Government of Costa Rica, finding it expedient, some lots of land of small extei^ may 
be granted to the company on the bank of the river for the building of Depots, Wharves 
and Stations, according to the agreement which might be entered into, to that effect. 

You will, therefore, perceive that the present protest, has not been dictated by a spirit 
of hostility to the company, it being only a measure of self defence and self preservation, 
which duty ordains to me, and to which I expect due attention will be paid, so as to 
preclude the necessity of other steps. _ , t j • r 

It will not be superfluous to inform you that, under this same date, I send copies ot 
this letter to the Secretary of State of the United States, and to the Representative, 
in this country of Great Britain, and of the State of Nicaragua. 

I take this opportunity [etc.]. 




Josede Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, December 5, 1831, 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Nicaragua, has seen with pain and astonishment, the protest, which the 
Legation of Costa Rica has addressed to the Government of the American 
Union ,2 to the Charg6 D’Affaires of Her Britanic Majesty in Washington, 
and to the Maritime-Atlantic-Pacific Canal Company, in consequence of 
having learnt from the agent of said Company, that the latter was making 
preparations for occupying and colonizing the lands, which had been granted 
to it, by the Government of Nicaragua, on the right borders of the river San 
Juan, in virtue of the 27^^ article of the contract concluded on the 27*^ of 
August 1849. 

The Undersigned, without entering fully into the merits of this question, 
at present, and without reproducing, in this place, the various arguments and 
reasons, which have already been advanced, in support and justification of 
the Sovereignty of Nicaragua, over the right bank of the river San Juan, 
and the right, which consequently belongs to said Nicaragua, to dispose of 
those lands, finds himself under the necessity of protesting, in the face of the 
world, as he does, in fact, hereby protest, against the pretensions of Costa 
Rica, which are not only fraught with detriment and injury, to the rights 
and sovereignty of Nicaragua, but which are even at variance with estab¬ 
lished precedents. 

The Undersigned declares moreover, in the name of his Government, that 
the latter will not allow nor tolerate the least damage or curtailing of its well 
established rights, and that it is and always will be ready to maintain them, 
at all hazards, costs and perils. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d’Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Le6n, December 15, 1851. 

Sir: I have acquainted myself with the course of events in this distracted 
Country sufficiently now to communicate facts and opinions, that may be 


actually on foot two other attempts of a similar nature. It is alleged & I 
believe, with some show of plausibility, that Castillon [Castellon] himself, 
was to have headed a revolution on the 5*^ of August for the purpose of seiz¬ 
ing the reins of government, during which the lives of his Chief, Pineda, 
Gen^ Munoz & the Bishop were to have been sacrificed! This I could not 
have credited, if my good opinion had not have been so completely under¬ 
mined within the past few weeks from cool blooded acts of treachery directly 
under my own eyes—But for this let me refer you to the annexed documents.^ 

During these same early days of August Jose Guerrero & Pablo Buitrago, 
two Ex-Directors, had their schemes for being rid of Pineda & Munoz, & so 
succeeding to the control of affairs. These gentlemen were the arch-spirits 
of the National Representation, a body of six members, that convened in 
Nov^ 1849 at the town of Chinindega [Chinandega], a few leagues from this 
City, for the purpose of settling upon articles of Union for Honduras, Sal¬ 
vador & Nicaragua, and ended its sitting by voting the Supreme power into 
its own hands. Up to this time they have received salaries, & exercised a 
feeble sway; but a recent adjournment to Tegusigalpa, a remote town in 
Honduras, was regarded as a tacit resignation on their parts, till the influence 
of Honduras in tendering aid to M*' Pineda, somewhat galvanized them. I 
have recently been thrown much with two of the members of this National 
Representation, Mess"^® Barundia & Zeledon—the former, an exile from 
Guatemala & representing Salvador with an exceeding degree of vindictive¬ 
ness against his native state, and the latter, a man much esteemed for blunt 
honesty and directness of purpose. Zeledon has not scrupled, as far as my 
imperfect knowledge of Spanish enabled me to comprehend him, to denounce 
the body, as an arrant humbug, capable of a vast deal of mischief and even 
in the best hands of no good whatever. Pineda has just offered to M"^ 
Zeledon the secretaryship of Foreign Affairs in Nicaragua and his acceptance 
must give a deathblow to any usurpations of the National Representation. 
It is hardly possible, that it will be tolerated by the Granada party, as 
nothing short of the heads of Guerrero & Buitrago would a few weeks ago be 
satisfactory in answer to terms of peace from Leon and these very men rely 
for influence on their seats in this body. But, as if to mark the inconsistency 
of these people, an Exequatur was refused a short time since at Granada to 
M' Dardano, as Consul of Sardinia, on the alleged ground of want of power 
to manage foreign affairs, save through the National Representation. The 
same thing was hinted to me by Ml*' Castillon [Castellon], as IVIinister of 

1 Not included in this publication; excepting two of them, which ask for the recognition 
of consuls, the others relate to the internal political strife. 



day, when I should present my credentials; but he was then in trepidation, 
lest my acceptance by Nicaragua should excite the ill-will of Guerrero, 
Buitrago & others & thus become a sudden motive for an outbreak. It was 
intimated to me, that a civil war would inevitably follow my presentation & 
acceptance by Nicaragua; but I repelled it, as a threat & so far an insult. 
The fact of NP Marcoleta’s presence in Washington, as the Minister from 
Nicaragua was a strong evidence of her independent position & self respect, 
[and?] in view of my commission forbade my looldng elsewhere, till I had 
been fully & better advised. After the 4^’' of August, I heard nothing of the 
National Representation; though from the perfect understanding between 
Munoz & Guerrero, I inferred, that it would receive the support of the 
former, in the face of a long communication, to some one in Costa Rica, 
denouncing it, as useless & dangerous. When Gen^ Munoz was about to 
march upon Granada, Guerrero was named, as his second in command, with 
the charge of the Plaza. 

No decisive movement could be made in the rainy season and it was evi¬ 
dent, that Mufioz dreaded the political manoeuvrers in Leon quite as much 
as his open enemy at Granada— I have detailed to you my conferences 
with him & other members of his provisional government, in which I char¬ 
acterised these political escapades, as disgraceful to men under a Republican 
form of government & at the moment peculiarly disastrous to Nicaragua. 

Within a few days past I have received your No. 8, Aug* 15J.’' 1851,^ and 
it is probable, that my correspondence with the Leonnese Provisional gov¬ 
ernment has not reached Washington— It contained an account of my 
successful efforts in restraining any considerable number of the passing 
Californians from taking part with Munoz, and it was fortunate, as the 
sequel has shown. At one time the resentment of Abounza & Munoz was 
so great, that they were about to send me a passport, and the contrast of the 
past month is striking enough, when they have been obliged to throw them¬ 
selves upon my protection. 

Had the enlistment of Americans been attended with any success, Granada 
would have been taken & given to pillage. Gen* Munoz did not feel secure 
without the assistance of these foreigners, and hence he preferred the clever 
manoeuvring to the bold game of the soldier.® . . . 

There is another silly apprehension, that may probably more than any¬ 
thing else work ruin to Gen* Munoz— It is alleged, that he may easily call 
round him a body of Americans & foreigners, & so take possession of the 
Country. Strange to say, the better order of people seem to long for some 
foreign flag, under which life & property may be guaranteed. So this step 
would have advocates, & thus he may be the victim of an idea. 


lesson. Most of them have suffered from illness, consequent upon exposure 
in the hurried retreat from Leon on the afternoon of the ult°, when they 
first had intimations of treachery on the part of the Honduras General. One 
of the number, disabled by illness, was unable to overtake his companions, & 
made his way to my house for protection. He was too weak for restoratives, 
& died in a few days— Though of Scotch parents, brought up in Edinburgh, 
he was born in Waltham, M® and his name was James Forest Harper. 
Despite his heresy he was buried, at my expense, within Church precincts, by 
a kind hearted priest—a sign of the times, by the by, in a Country like this. 

With the Americans it was a mere question of self-interest, on which side 
they took arms, and coming, as mere adventurers, they were more inclined 
to pass on to Granada, where it was understood, that ample means were 
provided for payment. The Americans, resident in Granada, from jealousy 
of the privileges conceded to the Canal Company were believed to have much 
sympathy with Gen^ Munoz. Once at Granada, there was no danger of any 
participation in the civil broils on the part of these Americans, who had 
landed at Realejo with no knowledge of the Country or its political questions, 
and I did my best to speed them on their way there. 

I trust, that this bickering among the resident Americans may give place 
to better feelings. The Canal & transit Company has been at great outlay 
and its just rights under charter & contract ought to be respected. Granada 
& Leon are so far apart, that I hear little or nothing of it. I was made aware 
of its existence from the bold assertions of Munoz & his partisans in regard 
to American sympathy every where, save in my case. I came, however, for 
the simple purpose of doing my duty, and it was no part of my Mission to 
collude with either faction. Gen^ Munoz is an exceedingly weak & vain man 
and his success would have been a signal for all kinds of extravagancies. 
Confused & doubtful, as political affairs now stand, it is better thus, than the 
tranquillity, which this man would have brought— . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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JosS de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, January 2g, 1852. 

The Minister of Nicaragua, presents his respectful compliments, to the 
Honorable Mr. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the American Union, 



Jos^ de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to Great Britain, to Lord Granville, British 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

[translation] 

Washington, January 17, 1852. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic 
of Nicaragua, near the Government of Her Britanic Majesty, has the honor of addressing 
himself to His Excellency Lord Granville, principal Secretary oi State for Foreign 
Affairs, for the purpose of submitting to his consideration certain occurrences, which 
have taken place in the port of San Juan, and in the neighboring territory, since last 
year;—a state of things, which, if continued, might be the means of complicating the 
negotiations actually pending, between the governments of Her Britanic Majesty, of 
the United States of North America, and of the Republics of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

These negotiations were commenced in the month of last June, and subsequently 
suspended in July following, in order to wait for fresh instructions, which had_ been 
asked of the Government of Nicaragua; the Undersigned not_ considering himself 
sufficiently authorized to accede to the form of certain propositions which had been 
made to him, nor to the conditions imposed for the delivery of the Port of San Juan. 

It appears that since that period, the authorities of said port, have proceeded and 
continued to sell portions of the lands comprised between the mouth of the river San 
Juan and what are called, the rapids of Machuca; when, on the contrary, every act, 
tending to embarass, or to throw any difficulties in the way of a peaceful and amicable 
conclusion of these negotiations, ought to have been suspended. It appears to the 
Undersigned, that the Statu Quo, ought to have been strictly observed; at least, until the 
final decision of the high parties interested in the matter. 

The Government of Nicaragua desires, and has always desired, to live on amicable 
terms with the British Nation, and to establish upon solid foundations, a good, sincere 
and lasting friendship between the two governments: the two countries would find their 
own interest in the perpetuity of such relations. It considers, and has always considered 
friendship between the two nations, as a guarantee for its happiness, as an imperative 
necessity to the developement of its wealth, and of the advantages which it owes to 
nature, and, it is convinced, at the same time, that these sentiments are reciprocated 
on the part of Her Britanic Majesty’s government. 

Consequently, the Undersigned, has reason to hope, that His Excellency Lord 
Granville, after having appreciated the circumstances, in relaiton to the facts herewith 
contained, and taken into consideration the negotiations which are actually pending 
between the interested parties, will be so good as to issue orders to those whom it 
concerns, not only for causing said sales to be stopped, but also for preventing those 
which have already been made, from being approved and legalized. 

The_ Undersigned would wish further, to call the attention of His Excellency Lord 
Granville, to the conditions, which have been imposed upon the Government, relative 
to the delivery of the port of San Juan. He hopes that His Excellency will be pleased 
to soften the severity of those conditions, as a proof of the desire which actuates Tier 
Britanic Majesty's Government, to maintain and to continue those relations of good 
will, with the Republic of Nicaragua, which ought always to have existed between the 
two countries, and as a pledge of those, which will undoubtedly exist in future, and 
which might be the more and more strengthened, through the medium of a treaty of 
friendship and commerce, which the Republic of Nicaragua is ready and disposed to 
conclude at an early day, with the Government of Her Britanic Majesty. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion, [etc.]. 



Washington, February 7, i8$2. 

Sir: Two months ago I had the honor to transmit to you a copy of the 
protest I had. just then addressed to Mr. White,^ as Counsel of the Atlantic 
Pacific Ship Canal Company, with reference to the proceedings of that Com¬ 
pany in Central America. 

As you are aware there are some conflicting claims between Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua and the Mosquito People in regard to the right of navigation on 
the river San Juan and on the Lake of Nicaragua and likewise in regard to 
the sovereingty of the territories adjoining there to. The adjustment of 
those differences has been long time since a disideratum as a preparatory step 
to the realization of a ship canal communication from sea to sea. Acord- 
ingly this important object has been the matter of lengthened negotiations 
between the Government of the United States and that of her Britannic 
Majesty, and a plan of a final settlement was proposed by the British Minis¬ 
ter in this Capital, in the month of July of the preceding year; which unfor¬ 
tunately was not accepted at once by the Representative of Nicaragua. 

I presume you are aware likewise, that Mr. White himself proceeded there¬ 
upon to Nicaragua for the purpose of promoting the termination of that 
affair, and that of soliciting a new charter granting to the Company the 
privilege of conveying passengers and mercandise across the Isthmus by 
any practical means; prior to its being enabled to achieve the undertaking of 
the contemplated ship canal. This last object I have been given to under¬ 
stand the Agent of the Company succeeded to obtain, on what terms and for 
what extent of time I do not know, but it is believed that his success was 
owing, in a great measure, to his appearing as possesing the unqualified sup¬ 
port and confidence of both the American and the British Governments. 

The political disturbances that took place in Nicaragua and in the midst 
of which those new concessions were granted have hindred until now any 
further progress in the negotiations. 

In the meantime, the Company has been actively engaged in establishing 
and securing the monopoly of the passage. The Company seems more over 
disposed to occupy certain portions of land on the Southern bank of the River 
San Juan: a territory belonging to Costa Rica and which, although claimed 
likewise by Nicaragua, is not in actual possion of either State. Finally the 
Company represented by Mr. Vanderbilt, its leading member, has applied to 
Congress and asked for a contract for carrying the mails between New York 
and San Francisco. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received February 7. 

2 For his letter to Mr. White, see p. 252, note 2, above, this part. 
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maintained as long as the differences above alluded to, should not be amicably 
adjusted, and I think I would deserve much to be blamed did I not denounce 
them to the Government of the United States as an atack upon the rights of 
the Republic of Costa Rica. 

Allow me Sir, to observe that from the moment in which the Convention 
of the 19*^ April was concluded and the Governments of the United States 
and Great Britain, declared their resolution to favor and protect any enter¬ 
prise for the opening of an interoceanic communication over the territories 
of Central America, the high contracting parties imposed upon themselves, 
a certain moral obligation to see that the undertaking should be carried on 
bona fide and by proper means and that no wrong should be done to the small 
and weak States concerned in it. 

Under this impression I entertain the hope that the Government of the 
United States prompted by its sense of justice and by its good will and friend¬ 
ship respecting Costa-Rica will condescend to interfere in the present case, 
and to advice the Company, which is composed of American citezens to 
suspend their operations, so far at least as regards the location of lands. 

I trust however, that, although I now confine myself to this particular 
point, in order to show that Costa-Rica is willing to let the Company have 
all the possible scope, under existing circumstances, and not to impede the 
progress of its labors, whether their aim be the construction of the con¬ 
templated canal or the simple transit; on the other hand Costa Rica does not 
renounce her rights to the navigation on the river San Juan and on the Lake 
Nicaragua and considers herself at liberty to grant charters for either, or both 
those purpposes, and for the conveyance of Mails, to any other individuals or 
companies; and to conclude with Foreign Powers any Postal Treaties that 
should be deemed expedient. 

Requesting that you will have the kindness to take in consideration at an 
early day the contents of the present note, I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to the Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala ^ 

5 Leon, February 14, 1852. 

Sir : One of the objects of my mission to Central America was the exchange 
of the ratifications of the treaty between the United States & the Republic of 


authentic instrument committed to my charge. 

I reached Leon a few days previously to the outbreak of the 4*^ of August, 
& from that time the condition of the Country has been such as to preclude 
the possibility of this journey. Nicaragua enjoys tranquillity now & after 
some arrangements with the Supreme Government at Managua I propose to 
set out. 

The period originally limited for the exchange of the ratifications was ex¬ 
tended by the Senate of the United States to any time, prior to the i®.* of 
April last, and that having past, the formalities may still be carried out with 
the proviso, that the treaty is not to be published, or considered obligatory 
on either party, till it have the sanction of that body. 

I have the honor [etc.] 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to the Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs of Salvador ^ 

No. 6 Leon, February 14, 1852. 

Sir: On the second of January Eighteen hundred and fifty, a treaty of 
amity, navigation & commerce was signed with the Republic of San Salvador, 
and the exchange of ratifications having been unavoidably delayed, I have 
received full powers to arrange the matter. 

The period originally limited for the ceremony expired, before the treaty 
could have the approbation of the Senate of the United States, and it was 
subsequently extended to any day prior to the first of April last. Though 
that day has also past I propose to conclude the formalities under a proviso, 
that the treaty be not published or considered obligatory on either govern¬ 
ment, until the exchange has been duly approved by the Senate. 

So soon as I conveniently can, I propose to visit San Salvador with my 
credentials in this behalf. 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, March 5, 1852. 

The Undersigned has the honor of enclosing to the Hon Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the American Union, copy of the reply of Lord Gran- 



It seeming likely, that the negotiations, which were suspended m J uly last, 
may be resumed in Washington, before long, it will not be deemed inop¬ 
portune, that the Undersigned should submit some remarks, to the consid¬ 
eration of the Honorable Secretary of State, of the American Union, which 
are sufficiently connected with the note of the 17*^ of January, which the 
Undersigned had the honor of communicating to the Cabinet of Washington. 
Before all, it does not appear to the Undersigned, that the British Govern¬ 
ment has understood the real meaning of that communication, in which, 
abstaining entirely from every kind of territorial claim, the undersigned con¬ 
fined himself, to simply pointing out to the British Government, the ir¬ 
regularity of the proceedings on the part of the English, not Mosquito, author¬ 
ities, of the port of San Juan; who had commenced emancipating and selling 
certain lands, which, the pending negotiations would appear to show, “in a 

^For his note to the British Foreign Office, see p. 258, note i, above, this part. The 
reply of Lord Granville, mentioned here, follows: 

Lord Granville, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Josi de Marcoleta, Nic¬ 
araguan Minister to Great Britain 

London, February 13, 1852. 

The Undersigned, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs hns 
had the honour to receive the note which Monsieur de Marcoleta Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary from the Republic of Nicaragua addressed to him on the 
ultimo from Washington on the subject of certain facts which are alleged by Mon¬ 
sieur de Marcoleta to have taken place at the Port of Grey Town, and which he repre¬ 
sents of a nature to complicate the negotiations respecting that Port and district which arc 
pending between Great Britain, the United States, and the Republics of Nicaragua and 
Costarica. 

The Undersigned has the honour to inform Monsieur de Marcoleta that Mr. Cramp- 
ton, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington 
has been instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to conduct the negotiations at 
Washington respecting Grey Town and the Mosquito Territory, which have been so 
long interrupted by the want of instructions from the Government of Nicaragua to 
their Representative at Washington; and the Undersigned request[s] therefore that 
Monsieur de Marcoleta will put himself in communication with Mr. Crampton on all 
points connected with those negotiations. 

The Undersigned has however to observe to Mons'' de Marcoleta that Pier Majesty’s 
Government cannot admit the claim which he has put forward to interfere with the 
sale of any part of a territory over which Her Majesty’s Government have always denied, 
and still deny, that Nicaragua has any jurisdiction. 

In thus recording their continued rejection of the rights which the Nicaraguan Gov¬ 
ernment asserts over the Mosquito territory, the Undersigned wishes at the same time 
to state that Her Majesty’s Government earnestly desire to maintain the most friendly 
relations with the Republic of Nicaragua: and they trust that means will be found in the 
course of negotiations, which, it is to be hoped, will speedily be reopened at Washington 
for settling in_a manner equally fair and honorable to both parties the points of differ¬ 
ence which still unhappily subsist between Great Britain and Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 



political sense,” that they do not belong either definitively or legally to any 
of the parties interested; in as much as, this point of dominion, sovereignty, 
and jurisdiction, has been left, as depending upon the results of the aforesaid 
negotiations. 

The undersigned, in making known to the Cabinet of James, the wishes 
of the Government of Nicaragua, to maintain the most friendly relations with 
the British Government, appealed to the English Government to interfere, in 
preventing certain measures and acts which were in direct opposition to 
established usages on similar occasions; acts which would, without the least 
doubt, tend to complicate more and more those negotiations, which it was 
now desired to simplify, by throwing obstacles in the way of a just solution 
of the same. 

In his note of the ly*''" of January last, the Undersigned, abstained from 
claiming any Jurisdiction or right whatever; such claims having already been 
put forward, in the various communications which had been addressed to the 
British Government, to that effect, on different occasions. 

If the sales in question, had even been confined to the lands contiguous to 
the port of San Juan, the new declaration contained in Lord Grenville’s note 
of the 13*'^ of last February,^ might have some show of foundation; far from 
this, said sales have been carried on, over a considerable extent of territory, 
about which, there had existed no controversy, nor reclamation of any kind, 
on the part of the British Government, in favor of the pretended King 
of Mosquitos; so much so, that a simple note of Mr. Chatfield, Charge 
D’Affaires and Consul General of Her Britanic Majesty, in Central America, 
alienated from the States of Nicaragua and Honduras, a great portion of their 
respective territories. This arbitrary act, of which, the undersigned had the 
honor of informing, in due season, the Hon Secretary of State of the Amer¬ 
ican Union, was consummated without the intervention of the respective 
Governments of Nicaragua and Honduras; without the latter being sum¬ 
moned, or consulted, or allowed time to prove their legitimate rights, and 
especially against the text and meaning of the treaty concluded between the 
United States and Great Britain, on the of April 1850, (article which 
was ratified shortly after, by the two high contracting parties. 

It is impossible, therefore, to deny to Nicaragua the only efficacious re¬ 
course, which belongs to the weak, when they are contending with the power¬ 
ful, without paving the way for consequences, which would be pernicious in 
themselves, and offensive to the law of nations; it were to say, that force 
alone, regulates the political, mercantile and territorial transactions of 
nations, between themselves; when, of the contrary, reason requires, that all 
f^A a H11P annliratinn of the orincioles of eoual Justice— 


by any leeimg or Hostility, towaras tnose nations, witn wnicn it nnas itseit, 
happily, on terms of reciprocal friendship and good will, and that so far, from 
wishing to weaken those relations, it desires, on the contrary, to strengthen 
them, more and more, for the mutual advantages of all, without surrender¬ 
ing, however, those sacred rights and obligations, in which it finds itself 
constituted. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 7 Leon, March 13, 1852. 

Sir : By a decree of the 20^ of December last, the government of Nicaragua 
resumed the control of the foreign relations which had been transferred to 
the National Representation, as preliminary to a movement for Union with 
Honduras and Salvador. Though it be limited only to such time as that 
body can be re-united, I regard the arrangement a final one. The members 
of the National Representation were all in Leon during the early months of 
the revolution; but they ventured upon no exercise of power beyond a simple 
motion to adjourn, in November, to Tegusigalpa [Tegucigalpa], a remote 
place on the borders of Honduras. In doing this, while the Gregorian 
calendar with all its modern improvements was used, each member, it is very 
generally understood, had in his mind’s eye the Grecian Kalends. As a 
proof of it, M*" Zeledon, one of the representatives of Salvador, quietly 
accepted a place under M*' Pineda, ostensibly as Secretary of foreign affairs, 
though in fact Minister General, and his late colleague, M' Barundia, is 
deeply involved just now in some revolutionary movement, in Honduras, 
proposing on the success of his faction to become a Minister of State there. 
I regret, of course, that this attempt at even a partial federation should have 
failed so signally, and the more, as my predecessor on reaching here, in 1849, 
seems to have laid so much stress on its ultimate aims & objects. Its pro¬ 
jectors never went a single step beyond the mere programme of a government 
in their convention at Chinendega, and after the boasted pact of the 8**^ of 
Nov', in that year, all idea of extending power under a system of checks & 
balances, to the prejudice of the six sitting members of the convention, was 
evidently set aside. It proved a hot-bed of revolutionary mischief, and 
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its members were bent on schemes for annulling the charter & contract of the 
canal and transit Company and thus throwing the privileges, conceded there 
into open market again. They would seem to have regarded the company, 
as a foreign corporation, with which it was their business to intermeddle. 

My No. 6, of Dec"^ had anticipated the points, you have suggested 
in your No. 9,^ and you may be assured, that no proper efforts will be spared 
to uphold the transit Company in its just rights, on which such large expendi¬ 
tures have been made. The grand scheme of a ship-canal over this Isthmus 
has much interest for me, and it would be doing the Department the greatest 
injustice not to state my well grounded suspicions, that the transit does not 
look beyond the facilitating passengers across the narrow line which has been 
selected. This transit Company may do much to open the way for the 
Canal, and yet while the members of both Companies are identically the 
same individuals, I do not exactly see, how conflicting interests are to be 
reconciled, should any such casually appear in the course of time. The 
treaty of protection has given the Canal such a prominence before the world, 
that I can not consent to indulge in any doubts in regard to it’s early 
and earnest prosecution. In this spirit I addressed myself to the Director, M”" 
Pineda, at Mimagua, on the ulto,® when, after my presentation, a formal 
recognition, under a decree, took place. A copy of this decree will be found 
in the accompaniments to this communication. 

So long as the public affairs were left in the hands of ad interim officers at 
Granada, I was in no haste to present myself; but the moment I understood 
that M*" Pineda had made Managua, the Capital, his head-quarters, I made 
it a point to pay my respects to him. Here there is no distinction drawn 
between the different grades of foreign Ministers, and while I have, from the 
first, been in constant correspondence with the Minister of foreign affairs, I 
needed the crowning virtue of a personal presentation to the Supreme Di¬ 
rector. Being so far on the road, as Managua, I rode on to Granada, &, 
leaving my horses there, visited other points on the Lake. You will be 
pleased to learn, that a far better feeling exists among the resident Americans, 
of whom there are now only six at Granada; while much of the petty jealousy, 
with which the transit Company was viewed, has also disappeared. On my 
return to Granada I found M' Doyle, the agent of the Company on his way 
to Managua and in order to give him every facility in my power I tarried 
there on my return to Leon. 

In my conferences with M^ Zeledon I took an early opportunity to explain 
certain objections, to which the recent treaty was open, & at the same time 
intimated the interest felt by the government of the United States for the 
removal of all difficulties in the way of commercial relations under treaty. 



266 PART II; COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 

The Government is not at all disposed to make any move likely to create 
agitation in the public mind. The Boundary dispute has been a fruitful 
theme for demagogues, and an arrangement, ever so well aimed for the 
advancement of the State, in which this question was touched, would be a 
sure prelude to dissatisfaction in many quarters. Here individual politicians 
are at work against each other for selfish ends. It can be better arranged at 
Washington, and instructions have been sent on to M' Marcoleta. I know 
not in what frame of mind he may be; but it is in the power of Molina & 
himself to strike out some equitable adjustment, by which an immediate 
impulse may be given to the commerce of both States. 

There is one thing, against which it may be necessary to guard in the 
coming negotiations. Costa Rica, with a concession of right of territory on 
San Juan, & along one shore of the great Lake, might very readily build up a 
rival interest to the present transit. It may be incumbent on the govern¬ 
ment of the United States to foster this, started under it's auspices; yet 
such a result has been evidently foreseen by the Company, one of whose 
members, a M*' Edw'i Miller, of N. Y., has proposed to the government at 
Managua the appointment of a special commission for the settlement of these 
boundary questions. There is no doubt, that any effort, open or covert, to 
supersede M' Marcoleta with the feeling in his favor, as their champion, 
would be bad policy. Just previously to the revolution in August, when 
they desired to conciliate Gen^ Munoz, somewhat excited at a proposed 
reduction of the army, the idea of a mission to the United States was bruited. 

Marcoleta has never been made a party to the petty jealousies at work in 
the state, and few would have motives for carping and catching at his acts. 
He might therefore undertake an adjustment of all questions with a fair 
chance of success. Should he from any cause be found wrongheaded, I 
might then be pertinacious on the point of opening negotiations for a treaty 
here. 

My correspondence with the Provisional Government at Leon had just 
fallen into M^ Pineda’s hands, and he had frequent reference to it in my 
conferences at Managua. He now very well understands that by interposing 
in time against the enlistment of Americans I stayed the march of Gen^ 
Munoz upon the City of Granada. I may be able to send you in a short 
time the reply made by him to my address— 

On the other hand recent circumstances have placed me on the best footing 
with the partisans of Munoz. Among the papers, copied & sent herewith 
you will find the private letters of Munoz & Buitrago, expressing their grati- 



111-Diooa, against eacn otner, natural to mixed races. The tone of society is 
stronger than the laws, which profess, impotently enough, to define and 
secure perfect equality— Though the disaffection among the politicians of 
Leon would seem to have been general, embracing, as it did, the three Ex- 
Directors, Ramirez, Guerrero, & Buitrago, still there was a good deal of 
this spirit in the recent revolution. 

The idea of English intrigue in Nicaragua is senseless flam, however 
specious the pretexts of a clever writer, a short time since, in the New York 
Tribune. IVL Chatfield has never been in the state, as he has defined it on 
the map, since eighteen hundred & forty two, and English encroachments on 
the Atlantic began more than a century ago against Spain. A coalition was 
gravely announced as having taken place between Munoz, "The head of the 
federal party” & the English interest. The plain truth is, that Gen* Munoz, 
just before the revolution in August, had devoted the power of his pen to 
defeat the contemplated federation, exposing the inanity & folly of the 
National Representation in a long communication. 

It was thought, that a rail road, uniting Granada & the Port of Realejo, 
would subserve the interests of M"" Manning, a merchant long resident here 
in Leon, and the violent denunciation of the Leon Government against the 
modifications of the contract by M*^ White, in behalf of the transit Company, 
at Granada, was set down to secret promptings. The only Englishmen for 
many years here, save a M"^ Glenton, were Mess^® Manning & Foster. The 
death of M' Foster, the Vice Consul at Realejo, took place on the 7*^ Inst, 
and a more perfectly guileless man could nowhere have been found. He was 
the last person, of whom political aims could be predicated. M’^ Manning, 
with a vast deal of pretension, is an Englishman, married here thirty years 
ago, and he has enough to do in trimming his sails for emergencies of trade. 
No one pretends to ascribe influence to him in San Salvador, though he sells 
cottons here, & purchases his return cargoes there. It seems to suit the 
letter-writers to represent Nicaragua, as the theater for foreign intrigues. 

The government is exceedingly tenacious on this point, derogatory to it in 
various ways, and in every political emeute here the effort is made to fix the 
stigma of such influence on the opposite faction. We have constant crimina¬ 
tions & recriminations. 

It is a fortunate circumstance that the Americans, whom the transit has 
drawn, are settled off from any of the large towns & in a line of Country 
hitherto neglected & suffered to remain a wilderness. 

Virgin Bay, or the Lake, to which the steamers go, is the creation of the 
past few months, & San Juan del Sur, when I visited it in July last, confessed 
to one thatched hut. There are few occasions for angry collisions with the 


The agent of the Company, under the idea of maintaining order better 
there, suggested commissions to Americans, as the Alcaldes at these points; 
but I fear it was touching a very tender subject, and it might have been 
evaded by asking for men of known character & reputation, to whom the 
resident foreigner could have promised support & co-operation. There is a 
decided disposition with the Nicaraguans to improve in all respects, since 
they have been brought into contact with the Americans & other foreigners. 
In a short time a total change may be anticipated in the convenience of 
buildings & mode of living: . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1193 

Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Confidential Washington, April 6, 1852. 

Dear Sir : With reference to what you had the kindness to mention to me 
yesterday, as to the desire of the Ship Canal Company, of having secured to 
it by the Treaty in contemplation, two sections of land on the Costa-Rican 
side, of the river San Juan, I beg leave to observe, that having communicated 
to my Government from the month of July last, the terms then recommended 
by your own good self and Sir Henry Bulwer, for the settlement of the pend¬ 
ing questions, between Nicaragua and Costa Rica; and no proposition of the 
kind, having been, at, or since that time, entertained, I hardly think myself 
at liberty, to take any resolution on the subject, without receiving new 
instructions. 

In these circumstances, I would feel extremely grateful to you, if you were 
to allow me some time, in order to refer to my Government. 

I hope you will do me the justice to believe, that it is a matter of dee]") 
regret for me, to meet with this unexpected difficulty to the realization of an 
adjustment, which has been the object of my life for the last four years, and 
in the negotiation of which I flatter myself I have given many proofs of the 
self sacrificing spirit of the country I represent. And you may easily con¬ 
ceive that it is, but with great reluctance and pain that I shall, if I must do 
so, renounce to the honor of being a party to the negotiation. 

I beg to renew the assurance [etc.]. 


^ This omitted portion deals with internal political matters and legation routine. 
2 Notes from Central America, vol. i. No receipt date. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April g, 1852. 

Sir : I had the honor to receive your communication of yesterday ^ and in 
reply to it I beg to say: That as an earnest of my desire to cooperate with you 
in the accomplishment of the benevolent and elevated design of your Gov¬ 
ernment, I will assume the responsibility of agreeing to the stipulation, that 
two, out of the eight sections of land granted by Nicaragua to the Canal 
Company shall be situated on the Costa-Rican side of the river San Juan; 
provided that an indemnity be paid to Costa-Rica: that the Company shall 
not select those two sections within ten miles from the entrance of the river 
Colorado into the sea, or the junction of the Sarapiqui river and the San 
Juan river; and that Costa-Rica, shall retain her sovereignty in regard to 
the two above mentioned sections of land thus selected. 

The indemnity seems to me necessary, in order to make the contemplated 
Convention acceptable to the Costa-Rican people, who have made up their 
minds long ago to abandon certain rights to the Nicaraguans on those very 
important and essential points, contemplated in the Treaty; but are not 
prepared to yield this comparatively small and insignificant matter. Were 
I to give my unconditional assent to it, they would be apt to regard the 
Treaty, no longer, as an act of their own free will, and wise, deliberate mod¬ 
eration; but as a constraint put upon them. 

I beg, therefore to propose the sum of $100,000 as an indemnity to be paid 
by Nicaragua to Costa Rica out of the revenues that the former is to receive 
from the Company. The payments to be effected in four, five or more 
yearly instalments, as you may think, proper. This sum will not appear 
exhorbitant, when it is taken into account that Nicaragua is likely to receive 
from the Company about $100,000 every year, before the Canal is completed, 
and that after the completion of said work, that amount will perhaps be in¬ 
creased to millions. One half of those profits, belong, of right to Costa Rica, 
but will be entirely surrendered by the Treaty. The proposed indemnity 
would be a consideration, for both the two sections in question, and for the 
cession of the Delta, comprised between the Northern branch and the 
Colorado branch of the river San Juan;—a cession not spoken of in the pre¬ 
liminaries of July last; but which I did not hesitate to assent to, with a view 
to remove all further difficulties. 

Having, thus candidly, submitted, my views on this subject and hoping 

that vmi will nlppsprl +n takp thpm at vr>nr parlipst mnvp.nipnre. into 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, April 14, 1852. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has the honor of enclosing to the Daniel 

Webster, Secretary of State of the Government of the American Union, the 
accompanying despatch of the Minister of Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, 
in reply to the Credential letter, which was delivered to him by Mr. Kerr, 
Charge D'Affaires of the United States, near that Republic.® 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion, to inform the Hon’’*®' 
Secretary of State, that, it having been found impossible, unfortunately, to 
conciliate the public mind, so as to effect the instalment and regulation of 
the federal Government of Central America, the Government of the Re¬ 
public of Nicaragua, has again resumed, the management and direction of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Undersigned deems it to be his duty, therefore, to state to the Plon*’’® 
Daniel Webster, that he is ready to take part in the negotiations which are 
actually on foot, for settling the bases, and for prosecuting the negotiations, 
in reference to the Port of San Juan and the Mosquito Coast. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April ig, 1852. 

Sir: I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15*.^ instant,^ in which 
you have the goodness to express a regret, that the expectations of my 
Government, as set down in my note of the 9*^,® should be so high; and that 
consequently you will proceed to arrange with Mr. Crampton the points at 
issue, between the United States and Great Britain, in regard to the Mos¬ 
quito Shore, and to forward to the Nicaraguan Government a distinct state- 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received April 14. 

2 This acknowledgment, of a credential letter, dated, Managua, February 18 , 1852, does 
not properly fall within the scope of this publication, for reasons explained in the general 
preface, contained in the first volume. Neither would this communication from Marcoleta 
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of the paper that is to be addressed to the Nicaraguan Government, for the 
information of that of Costa Rica. 

In reply, I think it my duty to assure you, that my Government will be 
prepared to receive with due respect and grateful acknowledgement any 
suggestions proceeding from such exalted sources. 

But at the same time I cannot refrain from lamenting my misfortune in 
having failed to impress this Government with my own convictions in regard 
to the extent of the rights of Costa Rica, as no opportunity has been offered 
for the full and mature discussion of those rights, in which case, I am led to 
think, that the moderation and self-denial, of the party I represent, would 
have been better appreciated. 

As the matter now stands, I would only venture to suggest, that instead 
of stipulating a fixed amount of money, a provision might be inserted in the 
treaty or paper to be drawn, to the effect, that the State of Nicaragua should 
give to Costa Rica an indemnity, for the two sections of land wanted by the 
Company, and for the territory comprised between the Colorado branch and 
the northernmost branch of the river San Juan. This indemnity to be 
regulated by mutual agreement of the parties concerned, or through the 
arbitration of one, of the other three Central American Governments, that 
should be chosen by lot. 

This solution of the only difficulty remaining offers the advantage that 
it would not interfere with the immediate execution of the other arrange¬ 
ments contained in the Treaty. 

Requesting again your earnest attention on the subject [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, April 21,18^2. 

Mr. Secretary of State: All hope, for the present, being lost, of recon¬ 
ciling the opinions and harmonising the interests of the three States of 
Central America, for the establishment of the proposed Confederation, of 
said States, Nicaragua, one of them, could not view with indifference, the 
neglect, and the too long protracted suffering which her foreign relations 
experienced, at the very time when it was necessary to act with the greatest 
iaarnp«-t-np.c;.c;. anH to mve an enero'etic imoulse to the pending question. 


Thus it is, that without renouncing any ulterior project of Uniting the 
states under one common form of government, Nicaragua, inspired by an 
instinctive feeling of self preservation, and despairing of arriving at any 
definite result, has thought, that she ought to separate and resume, with 
her independence and sovereignty, the direction and management of her 
foreign relations and affairs; not without a lively and keen regret at seeing 
her exertions rendered fruitless for the attainment of an object so natural 
and patriotic. 

In consequence of a legislative decree, Nicaragua, proceeded to receive 
with the requisite formality, the worthy representatives of the American 
Union, and of her Catholic Majesty, as well as the Consular Agent of the 
United States at the Port of San Juan del Sur. 

The undersigned, whose Mission remained virtually and practically sus¬ 
pended while he did not possess from the proper authority the powers neces¬ 
sary to continue his mission, has consequently resumed his former Official 
position, giving by this step, the necessary weight and authority to the powers 
which were formerly conferred upon him, by the government of Nicaragua. 

Thus the Undersigned does not perceive, at present the least difficulty in 
his taking part in the conferences, or preliminary arrangements respecting 
the bases, which have to be established, in relation to the Port of San Juan, 
and of the Mosquito Coast, and he hopes to be invited to them, claiming, as 
he does hereby claim, the right, he has to that effect, inasmuch as the Negotia¬ 
tions concern, directly and immediately, the political, mercantile and terri¬ 
torial interests of his government. 

The undersigned, does not lose sight of the difficulties which complicate* 
these negotiations, nor of the opposition which exists among the dijffereiit 
interests, that are brought into question in their discussion, nor does he fail 
to acknowledge the advantage and propriety of determining questions whie'li 
hold, so to speak, in suspense the settlement of important interests, with very 
great detriment to all parties. 

In the opinion of the Undersigned, the principal difficulty, and, at the same 
time, the easiest to remove, is the question of boundary between Nicaragua, 
and Costa Rica. A question purely local, secondary and foreign; one which 
ought to be treated only between the two Governments interested in it; 
thus removing one of the principal, perhaps the most serious, obstacle which 
opposes the course, march and progress of the chief question, which would 
be of very easy solution without this serious impediment. 

But, supposing that said complication exists, and that it exists through the 
unnecessary choice of some of the parties interested, without reason or 
justifiable cause, and supposing, also, that every day renders it more neces- 



entertains trie most lervent wisries tor whose happiness and progress, it leels 
and takes the most lively and profound interest; is of opinion that, without 
causing more delay, a final understanding should at once be sought; and with 
this object, he has the honor to propose and submit to the enlightened deci¬ 
sion of the Honerable Secretary of State the enclosed projet ^ of an arrange- 

1 Below, is a translation of the enclosed projet: 

[translation] 

Washington, April 21, 1852. 

Plan and means proposed by the Legation of Nicaragua for the definitive settlement of 
the questions respecting the Port of San Juan, Mosquito Coast, and relative to that of 
the boundaries between Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

port of SAN JUAN AND MOSQUITO COAST, I. The port of San Juan del Norte shall be 
returned to Nicaragua, the government of which admits the boundaries lately proposed 
by the Minister of Her Britannic Majesty to the Mosquito country and coast; namely: 
in the northern part from Cape Gracias a Dios, following toward the interior the Segovia 
River to the parallel 84K of longitude; and thence descending in a straight line on the 
west until it faces on the south the Cape of Punta Gorda which will be reached by a 
horizontal line. 

2. Nicaragua shall pay the compensation which may be stipulated for the improve¬ 
ments made in the port of San Juan since January i, 1848. Said compensation shall 
not be required at one time, but regularly and gradually as shall be permitted by the 
business of the Government of Nicaragua, which trusts in the sentiments of justice and 
moderation of the two great powers concerned in order that the said compensation may 
be reduced to the smallest possible amount, in view of the exceptional position of 
Nicaragua the loss which it has suffered in its revenues and the domestic disorders which, 
unfortunately, have taken place there, especially in recent times. 

3. Great Britain and Nicaragua shall conclude a Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and 
Commerce in the same terms as the one discussed between the United States and 
Nicaragua, except for a few provisions which may be determined, at the discretion of 
the parties by the special and local circumstances of the two powers. 

4. The United States of America and Great Britain shall guarantee the integrity of the 
territory of Nicaragua, in particular that which is to be occupied by the canal or rail¬ 
way, if the latter should be established, and shall protect the works of these lines of com¬ 
munication, guaranteeing in the same way the neutrality of these important works. _ 

5. The said powers shall also stipulate the number of nautical miles over which said 
neutrality should extend at the two extremities of the canal or railway. 

QUESTION OF BOUNDARIES BETWEEN NICARAGUA AND COSTA RICA. I. Nicaragua 
shall cede to Costa Rica in perpetuity the district of Nicoya or Guanacaste. 

2. Costa Rica shall waive its claims to the right shore of the river of San Juan, 
which shall continue to be an integral part of the dominions of Nicaragua. ^ 

3. Nicaragua shall guarantee to Costa Rica the absolute liberty and privilege of im¬ 
portation and importation The Spanish reads ‘‘Jmportacion y importacion;” 
doubtless should be, “importation and exportation"] in its commerce by the San Juan 
and Sarapiqui rivers, 

4. Nicaragua shall cede to Costa Rica, if the latter government should so request the 
land necessary for the construction of a highway and the erection of a customs house and 
customs guard station. 

5. Costa Rica shall make a formal renunciation of any sum or amount which it believes 

it should claim from Nicaragua, whether such sum arises from money advanced or sup¬ 
plies of any kind whatever. _ \ 

6. Nicaragua and Costa Rica shall conclude a Treaty of Peace, Friendship, and Com¬ 
merce, in which there shall be stipulated, not only the preceding clauses, but also the 
free entry, departure, and transit, in the respective territories, of the products of their 
own soils and of the articles manufactured therein; but articles manufactured abroad 
and the products of foreign lands shall be subject to the tariffs of both governments in 



ment which, on being duly considered, steps may be taken immediately, 
with a view to lay down the clauses, and to give them a public, legal, and 
authentic consideration, which shall define and irrevocably fix the destiny 
of all the states in general, and of each one in particular. 

The undersigned is fully convinced, that the Honerable Secretary of State, 
will find in said projet the most convincing proof of the desire which animates 
the government of Nicaragua to consult the general good. He believes that 
said projet offers advantages and imposes equal sacrifices upon all parties, 
and he is persuaded that the means most likely to encompass the end in 
view, is a mutual agreement to consent to mutual sacrifices. Nicaragua 
comes the first to submit the proof of this self abnegation; and, if the parties 
interested pursue the same course, there will be no difficulty in future, in 
settling the various questions, on whose solution depend the repose of the 
Country, and the development of common interests. 

In the original plan there was imposed almost by violence upon Nicaragua, 
through the restoration of the port of San Juan, a series of sacrifices most 
detrimental to its dignity and interests. She was required to give an 
indemnity to the pretended Mosquito King, whom Nicaragua has never 
recognised, nor is disposed ever to recognise. 

She was required, to establish boundaries with, the notorious King of 
Mosquito in a territory which she has always, claimed as that which formed 
an integral part of her own dominion, to which she has abundant rights, 
which rights Spain, a competent judge in this matter, has ultimately con¬ 
firmed by a public Treaty. 

It was imposed upon her, that she should yield to Costa Rica, the district 
of Nicoya or Guanacaste, on the Pacific Coast, and, on the Atlantic Coast, 
the right bank of the river San Juan, with the free navigation, for sailing 
vessels, on the waters of the river, and the contiguous lake; all this with the 
greatest disregard of the recognised rights, and with well known detriment 
to the dearest and most vital interests of the government of Nicaragua. 

In the original negotiation and on the proposition of Sir. Henry Bulwer, 
the Minister of Her Britannic Majesty, there was imposed and carried out a 
complete denial of the question of right, thus depriving Nicaragua of the only 
safe guard and defence of her own rights, when, contrary to this determina¬ 
tion, they admitted then, as they'- admit now, the rights which are claimed by 
Costa Rica in order to contribute to the spoliation which was attempted to 
be imposed on Nicaragua. 

It is not then possible to admit now, this contradiction, without incurring 
the reproach of partiality'- and of flagrant injustice. 

If Costa Rica desires the common good, if she wishes to exhibit fraternal 
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in her heart; but a selfish feeling, which the present generation and posterity 
will designate, as that of ambition, accusing Costa Rica with abundant 
reason of being the favorer, the instigator and promoter of fatal intestine 
discords, and the only obstacle that lies in the way of the well being of two 
nations, that have the same origin, like interests and similarity in their 
religion, language, habits and customs. 

In respect to Great Britain, the government of Nicaragua entertains the 
firm conviction that that power is actuated by the most generous sentiments; 
sentiments and feelings worthy of her strength, her greatness and her power 
—and that she will not sully her glory and her National pride, by the recollec¬ 
tion of past resentments, nor by humiliating, degrading and ruining a weak 
state whose only means of defence are no other than the conviction that she 
possesses in the rights, that she believes belong to her; in the concious recti¬ 
tude of her motives, the natural desire of her own self preservation and the 
duty, which devolves upon her, to defend & watch over her most precious 
and dearest interests. 

In respect to the United States of North America, Nicaragua appeals in 
the last place, to the fraternal feelings which unite both countries, to the 
homogeneousness of their political institutions, to the mutual sentiments 
which now reign in the hearts of their sons respectively, founded on the one 
side, and more closely connected on the other, by the indissoluble bonds of a 
community of interests and relations. 

Nicaragua, then, must trust and hope that so many and such close inter¬ 
ests will not cease to have their influence on the minds of those now charged 
with the duty of directing the destines of this great Republic, and that 
they will contribute by their powerful support and influence to a reconcilia¬ 
tion of the Parties, by causing them to accept the means, which Nicaragua 
offers as the expedient best adapted to terminate at once differences so seri¬ 
ous, of such long standing, and so prejudicial to the interests of all. 

Nicaragua comes forward to contribute, on her part, to the common stock, 
of sacrifices and abnegation and hopes confidently that her conduct will be 
imitated, chiefly by her sister state of Costa Rica. 

Nicaragua trusts likewise in magnanimity of the sentiments and intentions 
of Her Britannic Majesty and in the sympathy and friendship of the Ameri¬ 
can people. 

On the bases contained in the enclosed projet the undersigned can proceed 
to discuss and sign the proper stipulations; being almost able to assure the 
Honerable Secretary of State, that his Government will not hesitate to 
sanction them; as he can in the same way assure him that in the New instruc¬ 
tions which have been requested, Nicaragua, will not submit to the long cata- 



Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 2,1832. 

Mr. Secretary of State: Having seen and read in the Department, on 
Saturday the first instant, the communications and the bases which were 
later discussed between the Secretary of State of the American Union, the 
Minister of Her Britannic Majesty and Mr, Molina, who is Minister from 
Costarrica, relative to the Port of San Juan, Mosquito Coast, and the 
boundaries betv'een Nicaragua and Costarrica,^ and the said affairs having 
been conducted and discussed without consulting, calling upon or admitting 
the representative of Nicaragua in Washington to those discussions, that he 
might take part in certain affairs which affect the interests and rights of his 
Government so directly, the undersigned would feel that he failed in his duty 
if he did not protest against that action. 

The undersigned, accordingly, hereby protests in due form against the ex¬ 
clusion of the representative of Nicaragua near the Government of the 
American Union on these matters. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to William Hunter, 
Jr., Acting Secretary of State of the United States ® 

Washington, May 8, 1852. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant,'^ accompanying a copy of the proposition to be addressed to the 
Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, respectively for the adjustment 
of their differences in regard to the boundary question between those Re¬ 
publics, as was finally agreed upon and signed by Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Crampton.® 

You very appropriately remark that this plan differs from the one in 
which I was invited but declined to join, inasmuch as it allows the Canal 
Company to locate four instead of two only of their eight sections of land on 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received May 3. 

For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this vol¬ 
ume, pt. I, note 4, p. 18. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received May 15. 

^ Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1016. 
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the Costa Rican Government to accede to the concession even in this 
extended form. 

In reply I beg to say that I will take the earliest opportunity to transmit 
the project in question to my Government together with a copy of your let¬ 
ter, that new instructions may be sent to me. 

I regret nevertheless to observe, that the proposed adjustment involves a 
far greater difficulty than even the cession (without any indemnity or re¬ 
striction of choice) of the lands alluded to; I mean, the perpetual surrender 
therein stipulated, on the part of Costa Rica, of her right to navigate by 
steam vessels the Colorado and San Juan rivers and the Lake of Nicaragua. 
I question very much, whether Costa-Rica will ever be disposed to subscribe 
to an absolute surrender of that right, although in order to faci[li]tate the 
construction of the Ship Canal, she has been and is still willing to abandon to 
Nicaragua the controul and direct advantages of the enterprise for such a 
period of years as may seem necessary to carry out that undertaking. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1200 

John Boznian Kerr, United States ChargS d'Affaires m Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 8 GUATEiLALA ClTY, May l 6 , i 8 S 2 . 

Sir: On Tuesday, the 27^’’ of April, I reached Guatemala, after a long, 
though interesting travel of t\venty eight days, from Nicaragua, through the 
mountain ranges of Honduras and Salvador.^ . . . 

The sudden & unexpected recall of M*’ Chatfield w-as the absorbing topic 
on my arrival here & they do not seem to comprehend the policy of the 
English government in substituting a Consulship for the grade of Charge. 
On the 4*^ of May Chatfield, with many demonstrations of respect from 
the leading men in power, took a reluctant leave of Guatemala, and during 
the week, w'hilst we w’^ere together, there w'ere many opportunities for 
reciprocating his very friendly & courteous course towards me since my first 
arrival in the Country. He had secured the personal confidence of the more 
prominent men in the dominant party, & probably he may at times have 
wielded an overweening influence. Evidently taken by surprise at the re¬ 
call, he could, wdth difficulty, conceal his chagrin, and, yet, it is clear, that, 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received August 3. 

® This omitted portion describes his journey in detail, and tells of the exchange of the 



there is an intense leeiing oi jeaiousy oc aisrrust oi vjuaLemcna, ana it so hap¬ 
pens, that it has been heightened into malignancy under the idea of M" 
Chatfield's direct & constant interference. However derogatory to their 
own Countrymen, (not a few of whom are fully his equals in intellect and 
acquirements,) it served to set the restless politicians of San Salvador on a 
false scent, and rendered the natural growth of healthy sentiment, slow and 
precarious. In view of the actual state of things I have used every effort to 
reconcile people and politicians, each to the other, in every place along my 
route from Leon, and the accidental popularity, that my course of conduct, 
in Nicaragua, has gained for me, throughout all the States, may be turned to 
some account. 

They had conjured up a phantom out of sheer dread of North American 
power and the miserable attempt against the Island of Cuba made it loom 
the more. This my frank mode of proceeding has, in a great measure, dissi¬ 
pated, and I trust, that nothing may occur, in the course of my duty, to 
weaken the hold, which I seem to have upon the general confidence. Just 
now my position is a good one. Another and a more favorable opportunity 
may be had, on my arrival, four weeks hence, in Leon, for a further account 
of all, I have seen and heard, which might have a political bearing, and thus 
be worthy of noting down for your information.^ . . . 

There has been no reunion of the members of the new Constituent As¬ 
sembly at Teguzigalpa, in Honduras, which proposes to give the project of a 
Central government for the three States, & I feel very sure, that few only of 
the leading men, in Salvador & Nicaragua, have any hearty purpose to for¬ 
ward the movement. I will hear more about it, during my stay, next week, 
in the City of San Salvador, and give you the results in an early despatch. 

The Copy of the decree of the Nicaraguan Government, recognizing me 
officially was one of the documents attached to my No. 7 ^ and at my last 
advices from Leon, under date of the 25*^ Ult°, yesterday’s mail, there was 
quiet in that State. 

I have little hope that this will reach you at Washington, as I can hear of 
no person at Belize, through whom it may be forwarded. 

1 am Sir [etc.]. 

’ This omission deals with conditions in Guatemala and Salvador. 

2 The decree is not included in this publication, but the despatch will be found above, this 
part, March 15, 1852, doc. 1192. 



Robert M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. I Greytow^n, May 28, 18^2. 

Sir : We arrived here in the Saranac the 25^^, and will proceed to San Jos 4 
as soon as we can. . . . 

The flag of the Musquito King is still flying here, but that is the only evi¬ 
dence of his sovereignty. The control of the town is in the hands of the for¬ 
eign residents, principally Americans, who recently elaborated a Constitu¬ 
tion for themselves and elected a complete set of authorities. The natives 
were allowed to vote, and two or three of them obtained majorities for cer¬ 
tain offices, but on some pretext of illegality their election was annulled. 
Upon what ground that illegality was established was not made clear to the 
apprehension of the natives who, in consequence, were with difficulty re¬ 
strained from expressing their dissatisfaction in a belligerent manner. The 
practical interpretation would seem to be that the fact of being born here is 
a disqualification for being elected if not for electing, and that only those who 
do not labor under this disadvantage are entitled to all the privileges of 
citizenship. The Mayor is an American named Martin, who appears to 
possess a kind of energy and talent well adapted to his anomalous and diffi¬ 
cult position—a position in which Justice, while wielding her sword with one 
hand, is obliged to point a revolver with the other. . . . 

The object of the foreigners here is avowedly to establish a free port with 
as much circumjacent territory as possible; and they loudly proclaim that 
they will never submit to the rule of any native Power. To Nicaragua they 
bear especial hate, which may prove a source of trouble in the execution of 
the treaty, should it be concluded. It is almost certain that without some 
such aid as the treaty would afford, that country' will never be able to obtain 
possession of the town, for there can be little doubt of the ability of its inhabi¬ 
tants to repel any attack. Indeed, if the stories told of the weakness and 
degradation of the Nicaraguans be true, one may easily credit the assertion 
of the “ Greytowners ” that they can take the whole Republic whenever they 
please. A step towards this result, may, perhaps, be the appropriation of 
the district marked out by the article of the Constitution, alluded to above. 
Coming events cast their shadows too plainly in this quarter, to need a 
prophet’s eye to discern them. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Special Agents, vol. 18. Received June 22. 

The two omitted portions of this despatch deal wdth matters not pertinent to the present 
publication. 
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1202 

Robert M. Walsh and Charles L. Wyke, Commissioners respectively of the United 
States and Great Britain to Costa Rica, to Joaquin Bernardo Calvo, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica i 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June lo, 1852. 

The Undersigned, Commissioners of the United States and Great Britain, 
have the honor to enclose to His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions, a copy of the propositions which they are directed by their Govern¬ 
ments to offer for the adjustment of the difficulties in regard to limits 
between the Republics of Costa Rica and Nicaragua.^ It was after full 
investigation and mature deliberation that the two Governments determined 
upon these propositions as most conducive to the ends of justice and the in¬ 
terests of the contending parties; and they cherish the confident hope that 
they will be promptly and willingly accepted. 

The advantages to Costa Rica which will accrue from their acceptance, are 
various and all important. She will be relieved, in the first place, from that 
state of harassing agitation which the perpetual danger of foreign hostilities 
must keep up, and which is so baleful in its influence upon the industry and 
progress of a people. Men care not to work for the future when that future 
is clouded over with uncertainty and apprehension. To remove an evil of 
such magnitude great sacrifices may well be authorized; and were no other in¬ 
ducement presented, this alone would be sufficiently strong to call for a ready 
acquiescence in any arrangement which secures the blessings of tranquility 
without the loss of honor. 

But Costa Rica, in the next place, is not asked to make any concessions 
for which adequate compensation is not tendered. If she abandons some of 
her pretensions on the Atlantic, she establishes all of her pretensions on the 
Pacific. If she yields the barren delta of the Colorado, she gains the fertile 
district of Guanacaste. Even on the Atlantic side, also, she obtains the 
acknowledgment of an important right which she has not hitherto been able 
to enjoy—that of having the river San Juan for her boundary, and navigating 
it with all descriptions of vessels which do not interfere with the indispensable 
privileges of the Company that has been formed for the construction of the 
interoceanic canal. 

Again—a cheerful compliance with the proposals of the two Governments, 
will have the effect of awakening in them sentiments of kindness towards this 
wTiir'li mnnn-f- fail fn hp attpnHpH with OTPat anrl inrrpasinp' benefit. 



3 be exchanged for that intercourse with the world which it is the interest 
. the duty of every Government to promote, as one of the chief guardians 
nvilization and the firmest bond of brotherhood among men. Of the 
ndly ties which will thus be formed, the most important, certainly, must 
:hose which will connect her with Great Britain and the United States— 
ntries whose position and influence point them out as allies from whose 
d offices the most useful aid may be derived. 

'he advantage that will result to Costa Rica from the construction of the 
al, should also be taken into account. To overestimate it, indeed, would 
difficult. The door will be at once opened to the beneficial intercourse 
ded to above, and the whole of this beautiful region will soon be brought 
er the fertilizing flow of a healthy emigration. The geographical position 
Sosta Rica is admirable—its moral position will be commensurately 
ed. Abounding in all the elements of national prosperity, what it needs 
population adequate to their full development. Such a population will 
a certain consequence of the opening of the proposed route—not mere 
enturers seeking immediate gain at whatever detriment to others or 
ard to themselves; but permanent, effective laborers in the great field of 
rovement. 

.nother and a final motive which may be adduced, is one that must appeal 
powerfully to a Government actuated by such feelings and aspirations as 
trol the Government of this Republic, to require much stress. The 
rnificent enterprise in contemplation is not designed for the exclusive 
efit of those directly concerned in it, but for the benefit of mankind. The 
^ernments that have taken it under their especial care, are not prompted 
narrow and selfish views. Their aim is the accomplishment of a work 
ch will be productive of universal good. The glory to be earned by those 
• may contribute to it will be of a kind, that while the page of history can 
lly exhibit any more enviable or exalted—the glory of having created, 
only a fresh and abounding channel of material wealth, but another and 
t efficient means of diffusing peace and good will. Such an opportunity 
nrolling her name among the benefactors of the human family is not often 
)rded to a nation; and it is one which the Undersigned cannot doubt will 
lagerly seized by the enlightened men who preside over the destinies of 
ta Rica. 

he Undersigned [etc.]. 
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1203 

Robert M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ’■ 

[extract] 

No. 2 San Jose, Costa Rica, June ii, 1852. 

Sir; We left Greytown on the 312^ ult. and got here the inst., after a 
journey of which it would be difficult to describe the fatigue and the risks.^.., 

When within a few miles of this City we were met by an aide-de-camp of 
the President, with a note from him congratulating us on our arrival, & 
placing a house at our service, to which we were immediately conducted. It 
is among the best in the town, belonging to one of the principal families, 
who moved from it expressly for our accommodation—an act of hospitality & 
kindness well deserving of record. There is evidently a disposition to mani¬ 
fest all possible friendliness both public & private, the mission being regarded 
not only as a compliment, but as something from which good may accrue to 
the Country. 

We have had interviews with the President & Alinister of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions, and have sent to the latter a copy of the proposed arrangement, with 
the alterations directed to be made in it by the despatch of 13^11 May from the 
Acting Secretary of State.® There are good grounds, I think, for expecting 
a prompt acquiescence in the views of the two Governments. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1204 

Joaquin Bernardo Calvo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, to Messrs. 
Walsh and Wyke, Commissioners respectively of the United States 
and Great Britain to Costa Rica^ 

[translation] 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June 11,1832. 

Sirs: The undersigned had the honor to receive, with the communication 
of the loth instant,® a copy of the propositions of the Governments of the 
United States and Great Britain for a final adjustment of the difficulties 
in regard to boundaries between Costa Rica and Nicaragua;® and it is a 
source of satisfaction to him to be able to assure Messrs. Walsh and Wyke 


sment on this important matter, has to that end commissioned the 
irsigned and His Excellency the Minister of the Treasury, 
agreeable to Messrs. Walsh and Wyke, the said conferences will begin 
le o’clock in the afternoon, Tuesday, the 15th of the present month, at 
■esidence of the commissioners of the United States and Great Britain. 


1205 

; Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[EXTILA.CT3] 

9 Leon, June 14, 18^2. 

R.: On the 16*^ of May I had the honor to inform you from the City of 
temala,- that the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty between the 
ed States and the Republic of Guatemala had taken place on Thursday, 
Ult°, a few days previously. I left Guatemala on my return to Leon 
le morning of the 17*^ Ult°. The documents accompanying this No. 8, of 
6^^ of May, forwarded by way of Belize, Honduras, will have explained 
auses of the delay in the exchange of the ratifications with San Salvador, 
1 I, first, was passing along through the Capital. The authenticated 
of the treaty, placed two years before in the hands of AH Edward 
ache, in view of the exchange at Washington by him, was not received 
in Salvador, till I had again arrived there, and I was thus detained ten 
longer to give the government full time for making out a correct copy 
le form. 

;sterday evening I had the good fortune to reach Leon, with both treaties, 
ay of Tigre Island, some days sooner than I had anticipated. . . . 
le publication of these papers, so soon as the sanction of the Senate can 
id, may be the means of averting from these people troubles, that seem 
e imminent, and I am anxious, therefore, to have them in your 
s. . . . 

lave the honor to remain [etc.], 
ispatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received July 20. 

i two omitted portions discuss matters not pertinent to this publication, 
love, this part, _doc 7 1200. That portion relating to the e.\:change of the ratifications 
treaty was omitted. 
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1206 

Joaquin Bernardo Calvo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, to Messrs. 
Walsh and Wyke, Commissioners respectively of the United States and 
of Great Britain to Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June 16, 1852. 

Sirs; The bases agreed upon by the Governments of Great Britain and 
the United States for a final settlement of the question of territorial limits 
between Costa Rica and Nicaragua and other matters of interest, having 
been taken into consideration. His Excellency the President of the Republic 
has on this date been good enough to dictate the following resolution. 

Having seen and examined the convention signed at Washington, the 
30 th of ApriP of the present year, by Representatives of the Govern¬ 
ments of Great Britain and the United States, the object of which con¬ 
vention being to propose the bases for an arrangement between the Re¬ 
public of Costa Rica and the State of Nicaragua on the question of 
territorial limits, the said bases defining at the same time other points 
relative to the Mosquito territory and the Atlantic-Pacific interoceanic 
Canal; some conferences having been held between the Ministers of 
State of this Government and Messrs. R. M. Walsh, Special Envoy of 
the Government of the United States, and C. L. Wyke, Consul General 
of Her Britannic Majesty; and considering: that although one of the 
boundaries to the north of the territory of the Republic has been and 
is, by the Constitution and by various authentic documents existing, 
the mouth of the San Juan River on the Atlantic Ocean; and notwith¬ 
standing that the Republic was not considered at the time of concluding 
the contracts agreed upon for the great work of the interoceanic Canal 
across the Isthmus, nor is the independence of Costa Rica directly af¬ 
fected by questions with the Mosquitos;—in consideration of the 
respectable mediation of the Governments of the Maritime Powers of 
Great Britain and the United States of North America, of the great 
interest of all commercial nations of Europe and America in the construc¬ 
tion of the interoceanic canal, and of the desire to terminate pacifically 
and amicably with our neighbour, the State of Nicaragua, the unsettled 
territorial questions, the Executive Power of the Republic of Costa Rica 
in Central America, assents, adheres and subscribes to the bases agreed 
upon in Washington the 30 th of April last, and contained in seven arti¬ 
cles presented to this Government by Messrs. Robert M. Walsh, Envoy 
of the United States, and Charles L. Wyke, Consul General of Her Bri¬ 
tannic Majesty, especially authorized to that end, and when opportunity 
affords, the Republic will concur in the framing of the definitive treaty 
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which is to be celebrated on said bases; Let this resolution be communi¬ 
cated to the Most Excellent Legislative Power, in order that it may ap¬ 
prove it if it deems expedient, and let notice be given to Messrs. Walsh 
and Wyke for their information. 

And in transmitting the above resolution to Messrs. Walsh and Wyke, the 
undersigned has been instructed to state: that it would be desirable that the 
final treaties should not be so insistent upon the sacrifice of Costa Rica in 
the designation of its territorial boundaries, by taking in the North the Colo¬ 
rado River in place of the northern branch of the San Juan, since the Re¬ 
public has maintained and possessed from time immemorial the indisputable 
right to the said San Juan River up to where it empties into the Atlantic, the 
boundary on the North of the same Republic determined by the constitution 
and recognized by Spain, the Holy See and other Powers with whom treaties 
exist: that it would likewise be desirable that the Company in charge of the 
interoceanic Canal should not be granted the right to demand any section of 
ground on the territory of Costa Rica, inasmuch as neither the Government 
of Nicaragua nor the said Company have asked the Government of the 
Republic to concur in the contracts relative to the Canal enterprise, but 
rather have treated it with contempt, actually disposing of territory under its 
jurisdiction, or which at least was open to question; but which it possessed 
in good faith and with just title; but if it should be insisted that that right be 
accorded the Canal Company in the territory of Costa Rica, then it is to be 
hoped that each section may not exceed three miles square, or, the equiva¬ 
lent, one league in length and another in width, the Republic reserving to 
itself eminent domain and the exercise of its sovereignty over any company 
or colony which may be established in each one of said sections of land: that 
in like manner it would be desirable, if circumstances beyond our control 
should require the granting in effect to the Company of the right to occupy 
other sections in the territory of Costa Rica in place of taking them in that of 
Nicaragua, that this Government be not bound to any subsequent settle¬ 
ment with the Government of that State, but that the Company should 
negotiate with it the indemnity due to Costa Rica, the agreement which may 
be celebrated in regard thereto being reached in advance; that it would be 
equally desirable to include in the treaty the principle that in no case may 
differential export duties be established in San Juan for any State, nor 
greater than those received from the most favored nation, whatever may be 
its right in the Port, and whatever the fruits and articles exported; and 
finally, that it would in the same manner be desirable that the fulfillmpnt nf 
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sideration upon their respective Governments; in whose sense of justice the 
authorities and people of this Republic have the utmost confidence. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 


1207 

Robert M. Walsh and Charles L. Wyke, Commissioners respectively, of the 
United States and of Great Britain to Costa Rica, to Joaquin 
Bernardo Calvo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica^ 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June 17, 1852. 

The Undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of 
His Exc?^ the Minister of Foreign Relations, dated yesterday, communicating 
to them the resolution of the President of the Republic, by which he consents 
to the propositions made by their Govt- for the adjustment of boundaries 
between Costa Rica and Nicaragua,^ and which, he informs them, will be 
submitted to the Legislative Body for approval. 

It is with sincere gratification that the Undersigned have learnt this 
decision of the President, so worthy of this eminent character; and they doubt 
not that the wisdom & patriotism of the Legislature will sanction it without 
delay. 

The remarks added by the Minister respecting the changes which the 
Gov^ of Costa Rica would wish to have made in the definitive treaty to be 
celebrated at Washington, will be conveyed to the twm Govt® at the earliest 
moment, and cannot fail to receive a respectful & friendly consideration. 


1208 

John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge dAffaires in Nicaragua, to Francisco 
Castellon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, Nicaragua, June 23, 1852. 

Sir: The commercial advantages in the construction of an inter-Oceanic 
Canal over this Isthmus, so long an object of interest to the world, have 
given occasion to renewed efforts on the part of the Governments of the 
United States of America and Great Britain, which the accompanying paper ^ 
will better explain in full detail. 
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io long as the boundary question between Nicaragua and Costa Rica re¬ 
ins in litigation (liable, after years of fruitless negotiations, to the final 
(itrament of the sword) it is not to be expected that prudent capitalists 
I be ready to advance the necessary millions for the commencement and 
isecution of such a work. The claim of Costa Rica in regard to a full and 
ire participation in steam power on the Lake and River, has been met in 
•ay to leave exclusive control over these waters with Nicaragua, and the 
sion of Guanacaste, as advised and recommended, would seem only to be 
;xact accordance with the will and wishes of the inhabitants of the district, 
;quivocally expressed during recent years. In truth its possession, with 
much of luke warmness, among the actual residents, would render it a 
:leus for disaffection in Nicaragua, and, even as a free gift, worthy of 
iction. Besides, under the recent report of Col”" Childs, the accomplished 
ineer in the service of the Atlantic & Pacific Ship Canal Company, 
nas Bay has ceased to be of importance, as the possible terminus of The 
lal. The most eligible spot has been designated by him at a port always 
lin the acknowledged limits of Nicaragua. 

'he position taken by the English Government in the forcible Expulsion 
shcaragua authority at San Juan must be presumed to have been satis- 
ory to that Power, and hence in any arrangement the alleged rights of the 
5 quito Indians would naturally have a prominent place. In allowing a 
!:ion of territory to these native tribes, within which they may, without 
estation, pursue their nomadic life, the Government of Nicaragua is not 
d to any course, inconsistent with National honor & dignity. It is 
isely thus, that the United States’ Government has dealt with a similar 
within it’s limits. 

abstain from going more at large into these questions, so long a barrier 
eace and progress in Central America, as I am fortunate in now signify- 
to the government of Nicaragua this evidence of good will through the 
ium of a gentleman of enlarged views and practical experience from 
m an attentive and liberal consideration may be anticipated. The Legis- 
re and Executive have now in their own hands the extinguishment of all 
les of external discord, and with prudence and moderation the Nicaraguan 
may soon wave at the mouth of the San Juan in token of possession and 
reignty. The completion of the Canal under the auspices of Nicaragua 
eventually outweigh, a hundred fold, the equivalents proposed in this 
mmendatory paper, which I have now the honor to enclose, 
he decision of Co«ta P im mair Ko ]r\r\h-ori ^ J__it , » 


Deiore irs aujournmeni; ro me next sebbiuii. ivi- vviusxi is orucicu lu ictuia 
to Washington immediately. 

I propose to be in Managua in a day or two, when we may confer in perfect 
frankness together & in the mean while I beg, that you will accept the assur¬ 
ances with which I have the honor to be [etc.]. 


1209 

Joaquin Bernardo Cabo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, to Robert 
M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica^ 

[translation] 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June 24, 1852. 

Sir: It is a great honor and satisfaction to the undersigned to be able to 
put into the hands of Mr. Walsh an authentic copy of the Decree which the 
President of the Republic, with the full authorization of the National Repre¬ 
sentation, was pleased to issue on the 23d instant,^ confirming and ratifying 
the assent and adhesion of Costa Rica to the Bases signed at Washington 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, apparently enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, 
No. 10, below, this part, doc. 1215. 

The file copy of this document bears the date June 25 and the following document June 
24; but it is clear from the context of the latter that it was written after the receipt of the 
former. Probably, in arranging the copies of the documents for forwarding to the Depart¬ 
ment, the dates were, inadvertently, interchanged. On that assumption, the editor has 
ventured to assign the date of each to the other, preserving this record of the dates borne by 
the file copies. This document and its enclosure, it will be observed, are filed in the volume 
containing despatches from the legation in Nicaragua, instead of in Special Agents, vol. 18, 
where the other is filed, and where Walsh’s other related papers are, too. 

2 The text of this decree, of June 23, 1852, follows: 

[translation] 

The Most Excellent Constitutional Congress of the Republic of Costa Rica, 

In presence of the Bases agreed upon in \Vashington by the Charges of the two great 
Powers of Great Britain and the United States of the North on the question of territorial 
boundaries pending between the State of Nicaragua and the Republic of Costa Rica, 
and in view of the approval which the Supreme Executive Power has accorded them, 

DECREES 

SOLE ARTICLE. The assent, adhesion and subscription accorded by the Supreme 
Government of the Republic under resolution of the i6th of the present month, to the 
Bases agreed upon in Washington the 30th of April last, by the Representatives of the 
Governments of Great Britain and the United States, for an accommodation between 
the Republic of Costa Rica and the State of Nicaragua on the question of territorial 
boundaries pending between the two countries, is approved. 

TO THE EXECUTIVE POWER 

Given in the Palace of the Supreme Powers in San Jose, the twenty-second day of the 


pending between this Republic and that of Nicaragua/ and remove difficul¬ 
ties which might prevent the prompt projected construction of the inter- 
oceanic Canal. 

The Government, persuaded of the strict necessity and advantage of pre¬ 
serving unchanged the fraternal relations happily existing between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, and of removing every motive for discord which might 
affect the two countries, has considered the matter with the greatest interest 
and has accorded it the preeminence which its importance demands, sub¬ 
scribing after mature deliberation to the Bases indicated, in testimony of its 
decision in behalf of the principle of universal peace, the preserver of socie¬ 
ties. 

It is not this alone that has moved the Government to accept the bases 
referred to. It is the desire to contribute on its part to the good of human 
kind, it is the hope that it will positively improve the condition of Costa 
Rica and of Nicaragua, the great work of the interoceanic canal being carried 
to completion, it is the supreme confidence that it has in the Governments of 
the foremost maritime Powers of Europe and of America, who are so much 
interested in the future of these regions; and, finally, it is the sincere appre¬ 
ciation with which it regards the noble mediation of the same Governments 
in matters which would perhaps in time present grave consequences to the 
order and security of brother and neighboring peoples. The Government is 
therefore very glad that an opportunity such as the present should have 
afforded the means of harmonizing its views with those of the United States 
and Great Britain in the important negotiation in which they have been 


Wherefore: let it be executed. National Palace, San Jose, June the twenty-third, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. JUAN rafael mora. Minister of State 
in the Department of Government—^jOAQufN bernardo calvo. 

Wherefore, I have seen fit to approve, confirm and ratify, as by these presents I do 
approve, confirm and ratify, the said Bases, consisting of seven articles signed in Wash¬ 
ington the 30th of April of the present year, by Mr. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State 
of the United States, and Mr. John F. Crampton, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty, the resolution of this Government of the i6th 
of the current month being likewise approved, confirmed and ratified by these presents; 
and in virtue thereof, will be observed and fulfilled in the Republic of Costa Rica all 
that concerns it with respect to the said Bases and the resolution referred to. _ 

In faith whereof, I have caused these presents to be executed in triplicate, signed by 
my hand, sealed with the great seal of the Republic, and countersigned by the Secretary 
of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at San Jose, the twenty-third day of the month 
of June one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 


(Seal) 


JUAN E. MORA. 

Minister of State in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Jq. Bern'*.® Calvo. 


^ For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this 
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Robert M. Walsh and Charles L. Wyke, Commissioners respectively of the 
United States and Great Britain to Costa Rica, to Joaquin Bernardo 
Calvo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica ^ 

San Jose, Costa Rica, Jime 25, 1832. 

The Undersigned have had the honor to receive the Decree of the Legisla¬ 
tive Body confirming the consent of His Exc?" the President to the proposi¬ 
tions made by their Governments, together with the note of His Exc^ the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. They beg leave to express their high sense of 
the excellent feeling and judgment displayed by the Government of Costa 
Rica in the important business which has been so happily arranged. Its 
whole action in the matter will be duly appreciated by their Governments 
and must tend to strengthen the friendly sentiments which they cherish 
towards this well regulated and prosperous Republic. 

The Undersigned would avail themselves of this occasion to tender their 
warmest thanks for the kindness and distinction with which they have been 
treated since their arrival in the Country. It is their intention to leave 
tomorrow for Punta x‘\renas, there to embark for San Juan del Sur. Wherever 
they go they will carry with them a grateful impression of their residence in 
Costa Rica, and the sincerest desire for the welfare of its Government and 
people. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Robert- M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 3 San Jose, Costa Rica, June 25, 1852. 

Sir: Enclosed are copies of correspondence with the Minister of Foreign 
Relations,2 and a decree of the Legislative Body approved by the President, 
from which you will perceive that the Gov^ of Costa Rica has given its full 

1 Special xAgents, vol. i8, enclosed with Walsh to the Secretary of State, No. 3, June 25, 
1852, below, this part, doc. 1211. 

See comments in note i, p. 288, regarding the dates of this document and of the preced¬ 
ing one. 

2 Special Agents, vol. 18. Received July 17. 

3 Above, this part, bearing dates between June 10, 1852 and the date of this document, 
docs. 1202, 1204, 1206, and 1207. 



consent to the proposed treaty.^ The modifications suggested in the last 
note of the Minister, are mere requests in no way affecting that consent. 
They were discussed in our conferences, but we could only promise to com¬ 
municate them to our Govt- with a recommendation of them to their kindly 
consideration. This Gov^ seems to be animated in all respects with the very 
best spirit, on which too much praise can scarcely be bestowed. 

We shall proceed to Nicaragua without delay. If not unexpectedly de¬ 
tained there, I may be able to return to Washington by the end of nextmonth, 
taking with me the originals of the documents above mentioned. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Dajiiel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States - 

Washington, July i, 1832. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of this same date,® stating 
that the President has seen this morning in one of the public journals, what 
is said to be a proposition jointly signed by Mr. Crampton and the Honor¬ 
able Secretary of State, for the adjustment and determination of certain 
contested claims to territory, between Nicaragua, Costa-Rica and the Mos¬ 
quito Indians, which unauthorized and highly improper publication has 
caused the President much surprise, and you have been directed to inquire 
into its origin—and ascertain it, if possible. 

In consequence of this incident, and without intending to cast any imputa¬ 
tion on my honor and character, you have considered it your duty to afford 
me an opportunity, that I might disclaim all agency or participation in that 
publication, informing me that should it turn out, that the statement has ap¬ 
peared in consequence of any communication made by an officer of this Gov¬ 
ernment, the President will feel it his duty to apply the proper punishment 
to the offence, and that similar letters to the one I am answering, were to be 
addressed to Mr. Crampton and to Mr, Marcoleta. 

In reply, I hasten to say that I have to day heard of the above mentioned 
publication, with no less surprise than President Fillmore, and that I gladly 
avail myself of the opportunity you have the kindness to offer me, in order 
to disclaim, as I, now, do disclaim, in the most emphatic manner, all agency 
or participation, either direct or indirect in the publication in question. 

ipor the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this 

_1___. _ ..o ..-J C _J____ ^ n -nSS 



declare, that I have no knowledge, nor means of knowledge oi the way m 
which the subject became known to those by whose agency or permission 
it has been made public; and I wish that it should be distinctly understood, 
that I have made no communication of the propositions or any part of them, 
to any other person than the Ministers of England and of Nicaragua; except 
to my own Government. Nor have I been deficient in the necessary pre¬ 
cautions with regard to the custody of those propositions. 

I anxiously hope that the measures adopted by the Department, may lead 
to the explanation of the mistery hanging over this unpleasant occur¬ 
rence, for the satisfaction of the Government of the United States and of all 
the other Governments concerned. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Daniel Webster, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, July 3, 1852. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, received, the night before last, the note which the 
Hon’^*® Secretary of State, did him the honor of addressing him, on the 
instant,^ stating, that the President of the United States, had seen with 
surprise, the publication recently made, in a newspaper, relative to the 
adjustment of the questions, between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and in 
regard to the territory and Coast of Mosquitos. The Honorable Secretary 
of State adds, that he has received superior instructions to ascertain, if 
possible, the origin of such abuse; and with this view, he calls upon the 
Ministers of Great Britain, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, to state whether they 
have had any thing to do with said publication, or if they have revealed any 
or all the circumstances connected with the fact, in question, and finally, 
whether they have any clew or indication, which could, lead them to suspect 
the origin and source of the act, which it is sought to inquire into. 

The Undersigned being desirous to satisfy the natural wishes which the 
Honorable Secretary of State has expressed, in the aforesaid note of the i®* 
instant, and declining at the same time, all kinds of responsibility in the 
matter, hastens to state, that he has not had, nor has not, the least or the 
most trifling part, in this or any other similar publication; that he has neither 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 



neither seen nor read the article alluded to, and finally, that so far from en¬ 
couraging such a controversy, he has loudly disapproved and decried it, in 
the presence of persons, in whom, the Honorable Secretary of State, places 
just confidence. 

Hoping to have satisfied, as far as it is possible, the inquiries contained in 
the note, of the Hon’"^® Secretary of State, the undersigned avails himself of 
this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Francisco Castellan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John Boznian 
Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, July 20, 1852. 

Honorable Sir: Conformably with my promise made to Y. in my 
Despatch of 26*^ of June last,^ my Gov- has examined the Stipulations agreed 
upon between His Ex?Z the SeC^ of State of the U. States and His Exf^ the 
Envoy Minister Plenopotentiary of Great Britain in Washington on the 30*'^ 
of April of this present year for the settlement of the territorial questions 
between Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Mosquito.^ 

My Gov* comprehending the importance and consequence of this business 
—and not finding itself invested with the requisite power to resolve within 
itself the important questions involved in the aforesaid Stipulations—has 
found itself under obligations to transmit it to the Legislative Chambers for 
such action as might be judged proper. The Chambers having thereupon 
the subject under consideration—and inspired not only by the confidence 
which they have in the justice of the cause of Nicaragua—whose rights they 
believe to be greatly affected but also in the enlightenment and moderation 
of the principles of the Gov*® of Great Britain and the United States and of 
the guarantees granted by International Law in favor of all States, thought 
proper to refuse their acceptance of the aforesaid Stipulations; at the same 
time [indicating] in the name of Nicaragua a disposition to submit to an 
impartial Arbitration of the questions in dispute referred to in said Stipula¬ 
tions as Your F. x°y will perceive in the Decree an authenticated copy of which 
accompanies this.^ 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, apparently enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, 
No. 10, July 28, 1852, below, this part, doc. 1215. 

* Not included in this publication. . , 

® For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this vol- 


manifest to Y. that with all deference for the Gov*® referred to above the 
Amer" Union and Great Britain as far as reconcileable with the honor and 
dignity of the State—finds itself in the painful situation of not being able to 
accede to the proposed Stipulations; at the same time it has a high apprecia¬ 
tion of the friendly offices and sentiments which Y. has expressed in their 
name in communicating the reflexions with the character of recommenda¬ 
tions for the consideration of the Gov*® of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

Your Ex®y will see in this declaration—that altho my Gov* does not ac¬ 
cede to the articles of agreem* submitted to it; it evinces itself nevertheless no 
less disposed to cultivate with the Gov*® of the U. S. & G. Britain relations of 
Friendship and good correspondence now happily existing and which tend to 
peace and the general good. God grant that a similar disposition may be 
preserved by the two Governments aforesaid; and that duly appreciating 
the sentiments of that of Nicaragua they may be willing to interpose their 
friendly interference in order that the reasonable proposition for an impartial 
arbitration suggested by Nicaragua may be adopted by Costa Rica and 
Great Britain so that the territorial questions now under consideration may 
be harmoniously terminated. 

As to the stipulation between Great Britain and the U. S. relating to the 
affairs of the Atlantic and Pacific Canal Company and accessory to the Tran¬ 
sit—and contained in Art® 4*'*, 5**", 6**^ & 7**^ of aforementioned Stipulations, 
my Gov* protests that it will not agree (as it has not agreed) to any regulation 
which shall in any manner alter the conditions of the primitive contract of 
the 22“^ Sep* 1849—the modifications of ii**" April 1850 and of the agreement 
of ig*^ Aug. 1851, "which shall in all cases be the invariable rules for its con- 

No. 32 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE TO ITS INHABITANTS 

In as much as The Legislative Assembly has decreed as follows: The Senate and Cham¬ 
ber of Representatives of the State of Nicaragua in Assembly constituted. 

DECREE 

Ari. I. The State of Nicaragua does not accept the Projet of Agreement or recom¬ 
mendatory bases adjusted on 30**^ of April last between his Ex‘=y Dan* Webster SecV 
of State of theU. States and his Ex”'John F. Crampton Envoy Extras & Minister Pleni- 
potentiarj' of H. B. M. in Washington for the regulation of the territorial boundaries of 
Nicaragua & Costa Rica and for the separation of the Mosquito Coast. 

Art, 2. The State of Nicaragua is disposed to an examination {ventilat'') of the questions 
referred to in said bases by an impartial arbitrament. 

^of Nicaragua solemnly protests ag^t all foreign interference In matters 
of her administration, and ags‘ the use of force to restrain her will and rights—Done in 
the Saloon of Session of the Chamber of Representatives—Managua July 14—1852 
Augustin Aviles R. Pres": J. Joaquin Cuadra R. SecV J. Mar° Bolafios R. S:— 

To the Executive—Hail of Senate—Santiago de Managua July 16—18^2—^Miguel R. 
Morales S. P. J. Guerra S. S. Jose de Jesus Robleto S. S. 

Therefore ^6t it be complied with. Managua July 19—1852 J. Laureano Pineda— 
lo Minister of Foreign Relations & Government— 

True Copy— 


duct. That it will none the less refuse to accept any other arrangem* which 
shall directly or indirectly jeopard the rights of Nicaragua either on its 
coasts—Ports—rivers or Lakes or even in the Canal—and its dependencies 
or in any point of its territory whose integrity may be desireable to preserve 
—notwithstanding that the said regulations should have been agreed upon 
by the aforesaid Gov*® of the U. States and Great Britain or with any other 
Power unless there should be present on the part of this State a Minister 
Plenipotentiary and he concurring thereto and not even then untill the 
agreem* of said Minister has been previously ratified by the Legislative power. 

With the foregoing—which I hope you ExSZ will make known to your Govf 
as I now request of you, I have by order of My Gov* replied to your highly 
esteemed communications dated on the 23’"'^ of June last and of 13*** of present 
month*—I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d"Affaires in Nicaragua, to Datiiel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States - 

[extracts] 


No. 10 


Managu. 4 ., July 28, 1852. 


Sir: Having arrived at Leon on the 13**“ ult°, I took occasion to forward 
to the Department immediately afterwards by the hands of Mr. Heine, a 
responsible person, the copies of the treaties with Guatemala & San Salvador. 
I could have no guarantee of safety for these public papers, except through a 
special messenger, and after guarding them, in person, along the whole route, 
it would have been extremely vexatious to have lost them by any negligence 
in others, casually in charge. Your No? ii, 12 & 13,® with accompanying 
papers, have been received, & my last communication, with the treaties, 
must now be in Washington. 

The letter of M^ R. M. Walsh of the 27**^ of May,^ with a copy of the pro¬ 
posed adjustment of all boundary & territorial difficulties in Nicaragua, 


^ For the note of June 23, 1852, see above, this part, doc. 120S. The one of July 13 is not 
included in this publication. 

2 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. I. Received August 17. _ . tvt 

3 Above, this volume, pt. i, docs. 1013, 1015, and 1017, dated respectively, April 30, May 


L, ana may i j, io^.s. i j j 

^ Below is Walsh’s letter, here referred to, followed by a related one of a month and a day 
later, also apparently enclosed with this despatch of July 28, 1852, from Kerr: 


Robert M. Walsh, United States Special Agent to Costa Rica, to John Bozman Kerr, 
United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua 

Greytowx, May 27, 1852. 


reached me on tne 21®'' ult°, cc you will perceive in my letter 01 the 23“/ how 
promptly I took the matter in hand. The papers were transmitted to 
Castellon at Managua & I followed in a few days; expecting that Messrs 
Walsh & Wycke [Wyke?] might even then be on their way from Costa Rica. 
It is a long & tedious route, and within a few days only they have reached 
Nicaragua. Walsh, overcome by his fatigue probably, has declined to 
visit Managua, intending to wait for my despatch at Granada, & Mr. Wycke, 
by way of Realejo, came on here two days ago. 

A speedy settlement of the Guanacaste question, desirable on so many 
accounts, had always been kept in view by me, & in my conversations with 
the more prominent men of the Country I had never failed to point to exist¬ 
ing difficulties, as barriers not only to private enterprise, but to the general 
good of both States. You may imagine, however, with what pertinacity the 
Nicaraguans must hold on to the popular idea of rights in Guanacaste & 
Mosquitia, when most of their leading & influential men have in some form or 
other lent their name and influence to the controversy. The present Di¬ 
rector, h'lr. Pineda, has been a Commissioner at one time in behalf of Nica¬ 
ragua, & the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Castellon, won all his laurels 
in the discussion of the question. In fact when I arrived at Granada, last 
July, they were, one & all, rabid on the supposed backing of Costa Rica by 
England, and all my well intentioned arguments to soothe their offended 
pride were received with distrust & suspicion. The only hope was, that 
practical views might take the place of party virulence, so soon as their high 

Country to accede to the views of England & the U. States in regard to the affairs of this 
region. Thence w'e go to the Capital of Nicaragua, where I hope to have the pleasure of 
meeting you and jearning that no opposition has been made to these views by the 
Nicaraguans. It is necessary for me to return to Washington in July, so that I would 
take the liberty of begging to have every thing arranged if possible, by the beginning of 
that month. The proposed treaty appears to be so favorable to Nicaragua that, I 
presume, little objection will be made to it there. 

I am, Sir [etc.J. 

Memo: This reached me on 20*** of June. [In Kerr’s despatch No. 10, of July 28, 
1852, above, this part, to which this was an enclosure, he states that he received this 
letter on June 21.—Ed.] 

Robert AI. W'alsh, Vtiiied States Special Agent to Costa, Rica, to John Bozman Kerr, 
United Stales Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua 

S.^N Josi [Costa Rica], June 28, 1832. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to inform you that the Gk)v‘ of Costa Rica has given its full 
assent to the proposed treaty as you will see by the enclosed paper. The English 
Consul Gen* and myself will leave here in a few days for Nicaragua—embarking at 
Punta Arenas for either San Juan del Sur or Realejo I trust that the Nicaraguan Gov‘ 
has manifested a willingness to accept the propositions and that I shall be able to pro¬ 
ceed at once to Greytown to embark in the steamer of the 15^^* of July in which case I 
shall in all probability reach Washington before the dissolution of Congress. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


hopes of further commerce & wealth should be realized in a judicious & liberal 
management of the Canal & Transit scheme. Through the agency of both 
these corporations, they allege, that, as a Government & a people, they have 
been grossly defied & deceived. 

It was just at the moment, when such malign influences were at work, that 
I was called to lay before the Government the advisory paper of Cramp- 
ton & yourself. The letter of Castellon, accompanying the decree of the 
Senate & chamber of representatives, has, as you will perceive, negatived in 
the most positive terms the proposed basis for adjusting the outstanding 
questions.^ Strong motives may be found for this decided course in the 
sneers & insinuations of the other States, conveyed in the oft repeated senti¬ 
ment, that Nicaragua was already lost to Central America, having been 
passed over into the hands of Americans. The publicity given to my official 
conduct, during the outbreaks at Leon, seemed for awhile to have neutralized 
all force in such an idle & mischievous an idea; but it has been found to rankle 
among the politicians, so as to exhibit itself under the slightest & most flimsy 
pretexts. . . 

1 have never been able to ascertain how far the accessory Transit, as dis¬ 
tinct from the Canal company, was a measure positively needed to conserve 
in their original integrity the privileges under the Charter & its supplements; 
but I did not think August last a proper time to enter upon negotiations with 

^ Castellon’s note, referred to, dated July 20, 1852, is above, this part, doc. 1214, and 
the decree, in note 4, p. 293. 

2 The two omitted portions of this despatch discuss matters not within the scope of this 
publication. 

The following is an extract of a letter, from Kerr to Walsh, regarding the Nicaraguan re¬ 
jection of the Webster-Crampton proposal, and, apparently an enclosure with Kerr’s des¬ 
patch of July 28 ; 

John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d’Affaires in Nicaragua, to Robert M. Walsh, 
United States Special Agent to Costa Rica 

[extract] 

Managua, July 24,1852. 

My dear Sir: A special courier has just arrived from Realejo, & on Monday after¬ 
noon Mr. Wycke will be in Managua, when we may renew the attempt to bring about a 
better understanding with the Government in regard to the various points embraced in 
the recommendatory paper of the representations of the United States & England, for¬ 
warded to me at Leon. Having pressed the matter in every way, personally, it is my 
intention to have a joint appeal on the arrival of Wycke, and the session of the 
Chambers having been prolonged, by a decree of yesterday, something may possibly be 
effected. I have very little hope, however, after so decided a stand from the first on the 
part of M'’ Castellon. Pineda, the Director, was once a Commissioner in this 
boundary controversy with Costa Rica, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs obtained 
much of his reputation Lorn his polemic writings in England against Lord Palmerston 
on these identical points. _ _ 1 • u 

Had a Commissioner of Costa Rica accompanied you, I have some slight faith m the 
idea that a renewal, on his part, of the equivalents, actually offered for a cession of 
Guanacaste years ago, might have opened a postern of escape to Nicaraguan pride & 




tion, & but for the present effort on the part of the United States & Great 
Britain, presented a moral spectacle to the world for the applause of the just 
and generous men, the great project of an interoceanic Canal would have 
failed for a time at least to secure the least confidence or respect. 

There seems to be some obliquity regulating the conduct of h'U White, 
else such a letter, as his, evidently needed for the information of the De¬ 
partment, could never have been addresed to me in my official character 
hereU the very Country above all others, where the high toned & lofty 
sentiments, taught by the early fathers of our Republic, ought to be held 
up in order to enlighten & purify the Government & the people. I fully 
appreciate the kindly preference that commissioned me to such a State, as 
this, & I am thoroughly convinced, that the withholding of such a letter 
would make me a participator in the baseness, suggested by it. I am well 
aware, that among the fallacies & vulgar errors, for which we are indebted to 
English Literature at an era, when jealousy of Spanish power chanced for a 
while to be a predominant feeling, there might be some foundation for so 
sweeping a denunciation of “Spaniards.” Entertaining no such sentiment 

^ Mr. White’s remarkable letter—well deserving Kerr’s righteously indignant condemna¬ 
tion—transcribed from an undated copy of it which was apparently enclosed and filed with 
Kerr’s despatch of July 28, follows: 

John L. White, Esq., to John Bozman Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua 

[cokfidential] 

My D' Sir: Enclosed I send to ymu the letter of Webster. The treaty I have of 
course seen. 

The part about the three years duty to be paid to the Mosquitos I wrote & caused to be 
inserted in lieu of the sum of $100,000, which was agreed on & put in the treaty. This I 
knew would deter Nic^ from signing. Whereas the nett proceeds of a ten per cent duty 
will be nett nothing. Indeed nearly all the duty collected will be from those persons liv¬ 
ing at San Juan del Norte, &; the State may still collect duties at San Carlos for her own 
benefit. 

The Company have requested me to go to Nic“ in obedience to the request of the 
President as contained in the letter. I am obliged however to go first to Europe (the 
15'^’ inst) & cannot reach Nicaragua before August. Long ere then however, you will 
I hope have procured the signature of Nic^ to the treaty— If she proves obstinate & re¬ 
fuses to sign, dont send the treaty back before I come, but protract tJie negociations until I 
come srith the means which never fail of success among Spaniards — 

These the Gov* will not of course furnish, but my associates S' myself will. 

Please present my regards to hP® Kerr, & remember me kindly when you see them to 
Senors Don Alfaro & Chamorro. 

Very truly Yours. 

Memo [Evidently added by Kerr.—Ed.]: Accompanying the above extraordinary pro¬ 
duction was an original of a formal note from the State Department of April 30*^1 last & it is 
the letter of M' Webster, to which it refers. [This letter, filed in Domestic Letters, vol. 40, 
merely informed WTiite that important instructions, affecting the Canal Company’s interests, 
were being sent to Mr. Kerr, and suggested that the Company send someone to confer with 
him and the Nicaraguan authorities.—Ed.] 



some, the character of the clever tactician or the trickish attorney; for I 
preferred to appeal to the better feelings of human nature, even amidst their 
smouldering fires, as far more effective of good results, than aught else that 
could be suggested to me. While so doing, though limited to Nicaragua, I 
have yet been able to assert, over the length & breadth of Central America 
the Constitutional principles of the American Union. 

I have had occasion in a previous communication to deprecate the evils 
likely to result from the loose & unguarded conversations of M*" White even 
during his short stay. It is this same imprudent talking among Americans, 
that has caused an immense amount of injury to the commercial interests. 
The National Character is made answerable for individual sentiments, & 
Walsh, when in Costa Rica, may have discovered the intense fear & 
jealousy of our citizens, neither felt nor expressed in regard to other foreign¬ 
ers. There are two or three Americans only in the interior & some few 
others settled at Punta Arenas, yet this sentiment of vague apprehension has 
become a settled conviction, altogether traceable to blurting words about 
conquest & possession in due course of time. Here matters had reached 
such a point, after all the lip-labour towards the United States, that the 
present interposition of both Governments under the arrangement, suggested 
from Washington, came opportunely to save from attempted forfeiture the 
Capital already vested, as accessory to the future Canal. The administra¬ 
tion has been evidently bending its energies to invalidate the contracts 
under allegations of failure & fraud on the part of the two corporations. 
The idea has been much harped upon recently that the public interests may 
be greatly promoted by throwing open to competition the transit & all; & it 
is highly probable, that the firm stand, presented in the suggestions of the 
two Governments to Nicaragua, will have warded off the threatened blow. 
I know, that there has been much collating & comparing of this & that sec¬ 
tion of the charter & its supplements for some .sinister purposes. 

Though quite ill on arriving at Managua, I sought an early interview with 
Mr. Castellon. In this private and informal meeting he laid much stress 
on the allegation, that the honor of the United States had been compro- 
mitted during the mission of Mr. Squier, when the Nicaraguans were in¬ 
duced to forego an opportunity for more favorable terms in regard to a 
Canal with commercial men in England. I could only answer, that the 
Government of the United States had nothing to do with the actual construc¬ 
tion of such a work, that being reserved for the individuals incorporated, 
for the purpose, by his own State; while M"" Squier’s instructions merely 
authorized his good offices in facilitating on all proper occasions so grand an 
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mated a charge of inconsistency in then entering the market against her, 
though we were now combining with that power against the rights of 
Nicaragua. His favorite idea w^as a guarantee from both powers that the 
canal should be successfully prosecuted, else there might be an unqualified 
abandonment of just claims without equivalent. With him the question 
was, in fact, a mere matter of dollars & cents, the general good of the world 
being a mere feather in the balance against any violation of the eminent 
domain of Nicaragua in Mosquitia or Guanacaste. Of course I could not 
but see, that they had no disposition whatever to entertain the propositions, 
made by the United States & England, & the decided negative in the letter 
of the 20 Inst did not surprise me. After being able to point to this spirited 
course towards the American Charge, they may now give the matter a new 
phase in the reply to Mr. Wycke. There will be nothing really definitive; 
but they may hit on some plan to gain time, till an answer from Mr. Marco- 
leta may be received. A despatch, as I ascertained yesterday, was sent off 
to him at Washington. The paper though recommendatory & advisory, I 
must from the closing paragraph regard, as an Ultimatum from Mr. Cramp- 
ton & yourself. It will be my duty, therefore, to relieve you from embar¬ 
rassment in any immediate action, you may contemplate, by refusing to 
receive, officially, all evasive matter, however cunningly prepared for the 
noose. . . . 

Wycke, whom I have found an exceedingly agreeable gentleman, is 
not likely to effect any thing; though they may think it necessary to throw 
out new matter by way of temporizing. The idea, to which they would 
cling here, is, that out of a jealousy, natural, in their view, to two great 
maritime Nations, something, sooner or later, may be elicited for the advan¬ 
tage of Nicaragua. We are together in the same noose, that of a Nicaraguan 
Senator, who, shrewd enough in his business-matters, could not tell you of a 
single point, connected xvith this important subject now before his govern¬ 
ment, Hence you may infer, what a farce a Legislature is made to be in 
Nicaragua. It is generally in sympathy with the Executive branch. 

I have the honor to remain [etc.]. 


IZiO 


Francisco Castellan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John Bozman 
Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, July 2g, 18^2. 

Honorable Sir: Chas. Lennox Wyke Consul General of H. B. Majesty 
has presented the bases agreed upon at Washington for the adjustment of the 
territorial questions between Costa Rica and Nicaragua ^ which Y. Ex'=y 
was pleased to recommend to the attention of my Gov^ inciting it notwith¬ 
standing my reply to Y. Ex^ on the 20*^ ins^ ® to take into its consideration 
this business and to select some other medium thro which to put a speedy 
and friendly termination to the differences. 

My Gov* abounding in the same wishes and philanthropic sentiments as 
the American Union and Great Britain has not been able to do less than 
comply with the friendly invitation of M^ Wyke; and having entered into a 
new examination of the aforementioned bases—analized its articles and 
meditated maturely on each one of them; guided by the spirit of good faith 
and honesty which forms the distinguished features of its character—has 
instructed me to say to the aforementioned Consul, notwithstanding its 
haveing declared the disposition of the State to terminate these questions by 
means of an impartial arbitrament—it might accede to the proposed bases— 
if it were possible to adopt certain modifications which I now have the honor 
to enclose to Your supplicating at the same time if you should think it 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. r, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. ii, 
below, this part, doc. 1218. 

^ For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this vol¬ 
ume, pt. I, note 4, p. 18. 

® Above, this part, doc. 1214. 

* The following is a translation of the enclosed document mentioned, containing the sug¬ 
gested modifications; 

[translation] 

Managua, Nicaragua, July zg, 1852. 

Modifications with which, the bases established at Washington on the 30^^ of April for the 
arrangement of the questions concerning territorial boundaries may he made accept¬ 
able to Nicaragua 

Art. I. The Mosquito Indians and the territory bearing the same name—are incor¬ 
porated and united forever with Nicaragua—in which they shall enjoy the same rights— 
and will be subject to the same obligations as the other inhabitants of that State and in 
the terms established in its fundamental charter. Said territory shall be considered as 
a Department of the State, and as such shall contribute with its respective Representa¬ 
tives and Senators to the Legislative Chambers, in the form and in the ratio which shall 
be determined by a special Law. Consequently, commerce between that territory and 
the other towns of the State shall be entirely free and untramelled—as in the Ports 
Rivers and Lakes and in the respective portions of territory for the navigation and 
transit of effects and carriages which shall obtain perfect security. 

A rt 3. Nicaracnja nevertheless oromises 



consideration of your Gov^ for the purposes that they may give rise uo. 

said Port to the Municipality which may be established^ there, in order that it may be 

applied to objects for the common benefit of said inhabitants. . . 

To assign an equitable pension to the cazique or chief of the Mosquitoes during 

his life. 

grants 

3"'^ To recognize and respect as lawful concessions of lands which since the first of 
Jan^' 1848 to the present time have been made by the authorities of the Mosquito terri¬ 
tory'—with the exception of those grants which may be opposed to those which were 
formerly made by the Spanish Gov*' by the Federal Gov* of Central America or by that 
of Nicaragua, or that may be contrary to the privileges or operations of the Atlantic 
Pacific Canal Company and accessory to the transit, or even if such grants be at those 
points which the State may require for forts, arsenals or other public buildings which 
points must remain at the disposal of the State itself. 

Art. 3. The Port shall be denominated hereafter San Juan of Nicaragua—and the 
public jMunicipal Authority shall be exercised in the name of the State—the same as in all 
the rest of the territory united and incorporated with it in virtue of the present Treaty. 

Art. 4. The limits of the territory of Nicaragua on the side of Costa Rica shall be 
those which comprised anciently the Province of Nicaragua from the river Salto on the 
Pacific and stretching a diagonal line to the river Parismina on the Atlantic. Both 
States shall within one year from the ratification of this Treaty appoint one Commis¬ 
sioner and one Surv'eyor for each one of said States in order that they may make a recon¬ 
naissance of the ground and proceed to a demarcation of the boundary conformably 
with this stipulation. The said Commissioners shall take the necessary observations to 
dividing 

make a special map of the frontier line which (said map) shall be an_ integral part of 
this Treaty and shall have the same force as if it were inserted in it—giving to each party 
the copies that may be desired, to be signed by all so that if hereafter any dispute should 
arise from any infraction thereof; in which event it shall be considered authentic and 
shall be held as full proof: and in order that in this operation there may not be the 
slightest difficulty said Commissioners shall give names by common consent to the rivers 
and W’oods which have none, and shall distinguish them on the map with all minuteness 
and shall erect with stone and mortar in the proper places corners, or marks. But, it is 
stipituated that the navigacion for the entire course of the rivers which may be with¬ 
in the limits of Nicaragua from that point at which each one commences to be navigable 
to its mouth as likewise that of the Lake or Lakes and navigable waters shall be entirely 
free and common to the citizens of both States without any restriction or special condi¬ 
tion which may favor the one more than the others; it being well understood that the 
citizens of Costa Rica shall be bound as well as those of Nicaragua to the only limitation 
established in the 23'’'* Articles of the contract celebrated with the Company of White on 
the 22“^ of September 1849, and that all will have to conform to the rules concerning the 
governnient of the navigation and other laws of the State. The State of Costa Rica 
shall enjoy 

I®* Entire exemption from paym* of introduction duties for the space of ten 
years in the Port of San Juan del Norte, 

2°<* Absolute exemption for ever from duties on the exportation of her prod¬ 
ucts manufactures S:c.—• 

3'’'* Like liberty and exemption from duties on the navigation of the Sarapiqui 
with an obligation on the part of said Costa Rica to make at its expense to render it 
navigable and preserve it in that state in the state in which it may be after the execution 
of said works— 

4 ^ .To establish at that point in said River where it joins the San Juan or in any 
other point which it may deem convenient edifices for Custom house-stores or ware 
houses and for the situating of custom house officers— 

Power or Liberty for its Citizens to hold ware-houses in San Juan for de¬ 
positing the merchandize which they may import for the interior of its Territory for the 
space of fifteen years. All the foregoing points shall deregulated byaSpecial Convention. 

Art. 5. The State of Nicaragua with a view to facilitate the execution of the Great 
interoceanic Canal in the terms stipulated by the contract on the 22"“* of Sep. 1849 binds 



not De acceptea as is aesirea. 

Accept [etc.]. 

the Canal or the navigacion or entrance to the Ports rivers or lakes—where said work may 
be executed—it is well understood that the exclusive privilege granted to the Com¬ 
pany accessory to the transit and the authorization which is given to it in the 1“'' Art 
of the Agreement of of August 1851 is not to exceed the limits and objects desig¬ 
nated in the 30*''^ Art of the primitive contract of 22'“* of September 1849 which is to 
promote the prompt execution of the Canal and for in case that it should be impracti¬ 
cable—according to what has been declared to the Company, said Company being bound 
to submit strictly to said Art 30 conformably with the 9‘‘‘ of aforementioned Agreement 
of of Aug— 

Art. 6 —In case of the accomplishm*' in whole or in part of the projected Interoceanic 
communication thro the territory of Nicaragua—the Flag of Great Britain and also 
of the United States as well also as the merchandize and subjects of both said Powers 
shall enjoy in the transit the same advantages and exemptions which may be granted to 
the Flag merchandize and subjects of the most favored nation. Nicaragua will regulate 
those points by means of the Treaties of Amity—alliance and Commerce which it is 
disposed to make with the two High contracting Powers; and they obligate themselves 
on their part to unite their efforts with those of the Gov*- of Nicaragua to guarrantee the 
neutrality of this important route for interoceanic communication—for the purpose 
of protecting the sovreignty of the State and a free transit ags‘ all embargo or confisca¬ 
tion and to secure the capital invested in the expenses of said work; which said guarranty 
is conditional and with previous announcem* thereof to the gov‘ of Nicaragua can be 
retracted in the cases expressly set forth in the 5''’* Art of the Agreement adopted in 
Washington by the Ministers of Great Britain and the U. States. And for the purpose 
of fixing the distance within which vessels of all nations shall be exempt from blockade, 
detention or capture by any of the belligerent parties it is declared by this—that it 
shall extend to all the waters comprehended within the distance of thirty nautical miles 
from low water mark at the two extremities of said Canal. 

Art. 7—It being desirable that time should not be unnecessarily lost in the commence¬ 
ment and construction of said Canal the Gov^® of the United States and Great Britain 
and Nicaragua agree by these presents in case that the Company to which has been 
conceded the privilege of carrying out the enterprize shall not accredit within the space 
of one year from the date of the ratification of the present conti'act that said Company 
has not subscribed a capital sufficient for the execution of the same, or of insuperable 
obstacles and difficulties of a nature to impede the work or the construction of a rail-road 
—then there shall be no obligation on the part of Nicaragua to observe said contract 
and the Company shall loose the privilege the moment that any other Company dis¬ 
posed to commence and continue the construction of the Canal shall ask for it in the 
proper form. The Gov‘ of Nicaragua after having heard from those of the U. States 
and Great Britain will grant the privilege under such stipulations and conditions as may 
be most adapted to complete the great object— 

Art. 8 —The Company accomplishing the transit shall obtain the same protection 
agreed upon in the Convention of 19''** of April 1850 and in the present one it shall be 
enjoyed by the Atlantic Pacific Canal Company always however on condition that it 
shall be limited to the purpose of promoting and facilitating the Canal on the terms 
stipulated in Art 30^*^ of the primitive contract of 22“'^ of Sep 1849; the which shall be 
inviolably observed in conformity with Art of the agreement of 19'''^ of Aug* 1851— 
it Is understood however that any other article of said agreement which might alter it 
shall be considered as null—of no value or effect and the authority granted to the Com¬ 
pany in virtue of Art 8—shall cease. 

Art. g —The present convention shall be ratified by the contracting parties and 
exchanged at Washington within six months to be counted from this date, 

(Signed) castellon. 



John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Francisco 
Casiellon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Managua, July 30, 1832. 

The undersigned, Chargd d’affaires of the United States, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the communication of the Honorable Mr. Castel- 
lon. Minister of the foreign relations in Nicaragua, just handed to him,^ with 
a request for the transmission to Washington of certain modifications of the 
basis of settlement, between Nicaragua & Costa Rica, proposed by the joint 
councils of the United States & Great Britain. 

It might prove a source of future embarrassment to all parties, if the fact 
were disguised, that the questions, now at issue, are no longer to be narrowed 
down to mere polemicks, interminable from their very nature & past experi¬ 
ence, & not at all calculated to allay the pride & prejudice of a quarter of a 
century, in regard to the territorial limits between these conterminous States 
in Central America. No one can know better than the Honorable Mr. 
Castellon, how utterly groundless all hopes of conciliation & compromise 
must prove after abortive efforts so long at adjustment, under crimination 
& recrimination between these respective Governments & People, protecting 
the same Holy Religion, & enjoying the same language & the same laws. 

The paper which the undersigned had the honor to communicate from the 
City of Leon on the 23'i ultimo,® was advisory & recomendatory, and the 
honest truth, never now at war with diplomatic Etiquette, is that the com¬ 
mercial world, generally, is looking to the noble lake & waters of Nicaragua 
for such a right of way as may be exercised in perfect harmony with the true 
dignity of this State under international rules & regulations. In regard to 
the impartial arbiter, to which the decree of the Honorable, the Senate & 
Chamber of representatives, refers, let the undersigned, in all sincerity, ask 
the Honorable Mr, Castellon, where better & more assuredly could it be 
jound than in the two greatest of maritime nations, whose words of advice 
& recommendation have just been set aside, though acting from no selfish 
purposes whatever, & in the name & behalf of the world at large. 

The undersigned, in deference to the wishes of the Nicaraguan Govern¬ 
ment, expressed in the most solemn form, known to her Constitution, will at 
once forward the decree of the Legislative Body, negativing the proposed 
arrangement, suggested for her onward progress, as also these modifications'^ 
thus ripened & matured by the Executive in virtue of his powers. 

The undersigned must take the occasion, however, to express his earnest 
conviction, that the latter paper, after so pointed a refusal by the Legislative 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. ii, be¬ 
low. this oart. doc. 1218. - Dated Tulv 20. i8s2. above, this oart. doc. 1216. 


Branch of the Government, will not in the slightest degree stay any such 
prompt action by the Government of the United States as may be needed to 
advance the great enterprise of interoceanic communication, to which it 
stands as one of the sponsors. 

The views & feelings of another zealous & sincere sponsor, so beautifully & 
eloquently expressed by the right Honorable, the Earl of Derby, as the British 
Prime Minister, may not be out of place in the present connection, as essen¬ 
tial indeed to dissabuse the public mind, here, in Nicaragua, of false impres¬ 
sions just now ripe in regard to presumed changes in the policy of England. 
On a very recent occasion this distinguished Peer, made the following refer¬ 
ence to the condition of things on this Isthmus. “At this moment I may 
mention as an illustration, that we are engaged with a great and powerful 
neighbor whose military prowess all the world acknowledges & of whose 
prowess we have ourselves had great experience, not in those hostile orna¬ 
ments which have formerly deluged the world in blood, but we are engaged in 
a united effort by unitted Councils, in endevoring by peaceful negotiations to 
extend, not for our own individual benefit, but for the benefit of the world 
at large, the sphere of peaceful commerce through the interior of the vast 
Continent of America. 

Our plenipotentiaries are indeed different in person, but the instructions 
upon which they proceed and the spirit by which they are animated are 
essentially & unequivocally the same.^ 

Deeply sensible of the courtesy and kindness at all times extended to him 
the undersigned renews to the Honorable Mr. Castellon [etc.]. 


1218 

John Bozman Kerr, United States ChargS d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States - 

[extract] 

No. n Managua, Jidy 30, 1852, 

Sir: On closing my despatch of the 28inst.® & just as I was in the act of 
paying him a visit at Granada, Mr. Walsh came up here. We have been 
now two days together & by a personal interview with the Director & Mr. 
Castellon he will have detected under what complications the government 
here is disposed to embarrass the subject of a settlement with Costa Rica &. 
all regulations touching the future disposition of the IMosquito Coast. 
Thev have most certainlv hardened their hearts with more than Egyptian 
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ernment to lead them othenvise than their pride suggests. That which I 
mentioned on Wednesday, as a probable thing, has actually occurred. Mr. 
Wycke last evening had a reply to his communication, & by way of set-off to 
the proposed basis of settlement at Washington he received a series of arti¬ 
cles, as Modifications, duly drawn in strict adherence to their ancient claims 
& pretensions. These Mr. Castellon sent also to me in a special communica¬ 
tion. My reply of this morning is submitted for your examination, & all the 
papers have been copied for this despatch. . . 

With sincere respect, & regard [etc.]. 


1219 

Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to William Hunter, 
Jr., Acthig Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, August 6, 1852. 

Sir: I have the honor to accompany herewith a sealed dispatch, from the 
Minister for Foreign Relations of Costa Rica, to the Honorable Secretary 
of State of the United States, which I have been charged to deliver. 

Official engagements in this city, preventing my performing that duty 
personally without delay, I have been induced to employ the present channel, 
as the simplest manner to effect the early transmission of that communication. 

In so doing, I am instructed to reiterate my Government’s confident 
hope, that in the final adjustment of the Treaty to be signed between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua,® the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain, will exercise their friendly influence to have such provision inserted 
in it, as may lessen the sacrifices and secure the interests of Costa Rica. 

Accept the renewal of my highest regards, with which I remain [etc.]. 

^ For these proposed modifications, see note 4, p. 301, above, this part. Mr. Castellon’s 
communication sending them is above, this part, July 29, 1852, as is also Kerr’s reply dated 
July 30, 1852, docs. 1216 and 1217. 

The omitted portion of this despatch does not fall within the scope of this publication. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received August 9. 

There is no certain indication just what the communication, forwarded with this note, was, 
as nothing is filed with the note; but from the remark, in the third paragraph of the note, it 
seems probable that it announced Costa Rica’s adherence to the joint Anglo-American pro¬ 
posal for adjusting the boundary disputes between Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

•■^For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this 
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Felipe Molina, Guatemalan Minister to the United States, to William Hunter, 
Jr., Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, August 6, 1832. 

Sir: I beg leave to submit for your consideration, the enclosed copy and 
English translation of the proems verbal, signed at the city of Guatemala, on 
the thirteenth [of?] May of the present year, in reference to the exchange of 
the Treaty between the Republic of Guatemala and the United States, 
which took place that day, with the Honorable Mr, Kerr Representative 
of this Government. 

As you will remark, the act in question was effected conditionally, and I 
pray you to tell me, whether, bearing in mind the last resolution of the Sen¬ 
ate, on the subject, His Excellency the President of the United States will 
ordain the immediate publication of the Treaty, or any other action shall be 
taken. 

I have the honor to remain [etc.]. 


1221 

Robert M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States - 

New York, August 13, 1832. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival here yesterday in the 
steamer. Northern Light from Greytown. I am unable to proceed at once 
to Washington in consequence of illness. In Nicaragua I was attacked by 
fever brought on by the unavoidable exposure & fatigue of travelling in that 
Country, and am still suffering from it in a way that may render repose 
necessary for a few days. As soon as I can I will report myself to you 
personally. 

With great respect [etc.]. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received August 9. 

The enclosure mentioned in this despatch, is not included in this publication. See above, 
this volume, pt. l, August 10, 1852, doc. 1019 for the Secretary’s reply to this note. 

2 Special Agents, vol. 18. No receipt date appears on the file copy. 



Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Charles M. 

Conrad, Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, October i6,1852. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has the honor to notify the Honorable Mr. Con¬ 
rad, Secretary of State of the American Union, that he has received instruc¬ 
tions from his Government to propose to that of the Union certain modifica¬ 
tions in the Bases signed at Washington April 30 last by the Honorable Mr. 
Daniel W^’ebster and the Minister of Her Britannic Majesty.^ 

Accordingly, the undersigned begs the Honorable Mr. Conrad to be so good 
as to inform him whether his Government is disposed to hear the proposals 
of Nicaragua, and to proceed to a new discussion on matters which are of 
vital interest to both countries. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1223 

John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Francisco 
Castellan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ® 

Leon, Nicaragua, October 21,1852. 

Sir: The enclosed despatch has this moment been received,^ and I trans¬ 
mit it in original, as you can readily return it to me after the communication 
of its contents. 

The mild & forbearing character of the Chief Magistrate of the United 
States is such, that an intimation, like the present, would never have been 
given, if it were not the result of unavoidable necessity on his part. You may 
rest assured. Sir, that he sincerely desires by this timely request to maintain 
the cordial harmony, so essential to mutual interests and to guard against 
indiscretions which might seriously compromit them. 

Let me, then, venture the hope that the appointment of some other 
gentleman, as the successor of M'^ Marcoleta, will be seasonably made, so 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. No receipt date appears on the file copy. 

® For the modifications, see above, this part, note 4, p. 301, and for the Webster-Crampton 
agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this volume, pt. l, note 4, p. 18. 

3 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 13, 
below, this part, doc. 1225. 

^ Not included in this oublication. It reniies1-pd Maronlpi-n’s riapall act \xyill rvl^Q^rvArl 
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that under his surer guidance the good understanding between the two 
Governments may be cherished & promoted. 

I have the honor to remain [etc.]. 


1224 

Francisco Castellon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to JohnBozman 
Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, October 25, 1832. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive, and to communicate to my government, 
your polite note of the 21®*^ instant,^ to which you were pleased to add, the 
despatch of the Secretary of State of the United States, to yourself, dated 
the I®* of September last.^ 

From the tenor of both these communications, my government has learnt, 
that the government of the United States, considers it indispensable, in 
order to strengthen and consolidate the relations of the two countries, that 
M. de Marcoleta should be recalled, and another gentleman appointed, un¬ 
der whose safe guidance, the Nicaragua matters might be managed, in a 
manner suitable to the views and interests of both governments. 

My government, regretting deeply, that the present ^Minister of Nicaragua, 
at Washington, should have incurred the displeasure of the American govern¬ 
ment, to such a degree, as to be considered an obstacle, in the way of cherish¬ 
ing the relations existing between the two countries, would, at once, have 
complied with the recommendation of your government, if, in order to do so, 
at present, it could have found some cause, to justify before the legislative 
chambers, upon whom depends the appointment of such a minister, the 
measures, which it would have to adopt, in consequence. 

M. de Marcoleta, in compliance with the instructions of my government, 
especially in what regards the maintenance of relations of friendship and 
good understanding, with the government of the United States, has never 
failed to give information, in his despatches, not only of the great care, with 
which he had endeavored to cultivate those relations, but also of the marks 
of consideration and good will, he has received from the Honorable President 
of the United States, and how the latter w^as favorably disposed, to give those 

^/-v-f o-f-oKili+ncr <ir^A •r\<aT-moncir»r'A TirViir'li iG T*Annirpr1 fnr 


Nevertheless, as the recominendation of the Secretary of State, of 

the United States, has induced my government to believe, that M. de Mar- 
coleta may have fallen into errors, calculated to compromise the honor and 
dignity of the State, as well as the harmony and good understanding, which 
actually exist between the United States and Nicaragua, it should desire, 
before all, that you would be pleased, if you think it proper, to ask for the 
antecedents connected with this fact, in order to give the requisite explana¬ 
tions, with a view of determining upon what is proper to be done, upon a 
point,"about which, as you will understand, it is necessary to proceed with 
calmness and circumspection, without even touching upon the question of 
international law, which the Director wishes for the present to lay aside, 
actuated as he is, by the same harmonious sentiments, which are shadowed 
forth, in the aforesaid recommendation of the Hon*^*® Secretary of State. 

In asking for the explanations, to which I allude, my government does not 
wish, in any way to be understood, as doubting the mild and forbearing char¬ 
acter of the Hon‘=^® Secretary of State, and, still less as intending to start 
questions, calculated to alter the happy condition, in which the existing rela¬ 
tions between the United States and Nicaragua, now find themselves. On 
the contrary; it wishes to shew the degree of confidence, which this very 
character has inspired it with, by expressing its sentiments with frankness 
and with candor, in the hope, that the same will be taken into due considera¬ 
tion by said Secretary of State, whom you will inform, as you are entreated to 
do, of the upright intentions by which the Director is actuated, in order that 
he may rest assured, that, duty alone, which said Director is bound to per¬ 
form, could have prevented him, from acting, on this occasion, with that 
perfect unanimity with which he wishes and endeavors to proceed, in all that 
proves to be of mutual interest and advantage to both countries. 

Such is the reply, which the Director has ordered me to make to your polite 
communication, and, in complying with those instructions, I do myself the 
honor of returning the despatch to which it refers, and of renewing to you the 
expression of my sentiments of consideration and regard [etc.]. 




John Bozman Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 13 Le6n, Nicaragua, October 27, 18^2. 

Sir : The very decided negative on the part of the Nicaraguan Government 
to 2 the recall of M"" Marcoleta will be found in the reply of M’' Castellon, 
which I now submit for your consideration. There is couched under it an 
affected semblance of respect for His Excellency, the President of the United 
States, upon whose courtesy M'’ Marcoleta seems to have laid much stress; 
while at the same time there is a marked antithesis in regard to that high 
Officer and the Honorable, the Secretary of State, which is splenetic through 
and through. The extracts from the public journals of New York, on theeve 
of a Presidential election, in which the “Nicaragua question,” so called, has 
been taken up with so much gust & relish, are here regarded, as oracular, 
& M*' Castellon has been emboldened in his demand for the antecedents in 
M*" Marcoleta’s conduct, before his government can be brought to consider 
the request from Washington. 

I anticipated an effort to raise just such a false issue, as is now indicated, 
and desiring to strike at the root I placed, on the instant, in Castellon’s 
hands the duplicate of despatch No. 15,* in original, so well calculated to 
prove to him at a glance, how earnest the President himself was in this mat¬ 
ter. It seems, however, that nothing, short of the imperative mood, will do 
for the dozen or two of politicians, who claim to be, and who are, in fact, the 
life and soul of Nicaragua. Castellon, it must be remembered, is a 
Candidate for the Directorship, & in the defence of AT Alarcoleta he may 
have hoped to re-open a favorite question, in the discussion of which his 
vanity has so often whispered a fancied triumph over Lord Palmerston. 
Your Moderation can never suffer from his rhetoric, however ill-disguised; 
but his very text books should have taught him, that irony & sarcasm were 
tropes better suited to Socrates <& Elijah, than to so pert a soph, smit with 
love of himself & in no danger of rivals. 

Unless I have been grossly misinformed, this very gentleman has long 
felt the inadequacy of Marcoleta in his present position; and the want of 
some one, better able to cope with M*" Molina, so well informed in all matters 
connected with Central America & astute withal, is generally felt & ac¬ 
knowledged. At Managua—they have labored vigorously to manufacture 
public sentiment against the United States and England, & the municipali- 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received December 27. 

The omitted oortion at the end of this despatch discusses matters not pertinent to this 



ties far & near have had a motive & a cue for patriotism in responding to a 
sentiment, suggested in special missives from the Government “Better 
perish than submit to ignominy.” The changes have been rung every where 
upon these same bells, & I have seen notices in the Official Gazette of soul 
stirring resolutions of sympathy at Leon & by the Municipality of Subtiava, 
one of the Indian Suburbs. They are transcribed from the town records; 
but the joke is, that few ever heard of them till in print. One of them “ Volo 
Particular,’' to which Annibal’s at nine years of age was a mere circumstance, 
is deserving attention and I venture to send it to you. The initiatory step 
having been taken, in the paper of April 30*^ at Washington,^ Commissioners 
may be found to settle these boundary difficulties, notwithstanding govern¬ 
ment decrees & individual vows. M'’ Molina may be the medium again of 
offering two hundred thousand dollars for the sake of quieting the possession 
of Costa Rica & as a saving to pride in loss of territory. 

Coquetting had commenced between the Nicaraguans & some few of the 
townsfolk at San Juan del Norte. One hundred & fifty men were to be sent 
to the fort of San Carlos; but they must prefer their present position, as 
a free town, to any thing, that Nicaragua could offer in exchange. Had 
such a scheme succeeded, the Granada party would have claimed the Direc¬ 
torship for Gen- Fruto Chamorro, & the small force, received as mere police, 
would, in a bulletin extraordinary, have achieved a triumph over the United 
States & England combined. The Statu quo should be insisted upon, till 
these two States can settle their boundary difficulties. Any precipitancy at 
San Juan del Norte would greatly embarrass future negotiations. I have 
secured myself from chances of misconstruction by the most guarded cor¬ 
respondence at that point, & in fact, as facilities are here, San Juan del 
Norte is far more removed from us than from you in Washington. The 
route to California carries the Americans through the center of the broad 
Lake to Virgin Bay & San Juan del Sur, so far out of the regular line to 
Granada, that letters & papers seldom reach here under two months. The 
duplicate of No. 15 was handed to me by a Granada Merchant immediately 
from New York, & despatch. No. 14, has not reached me. 

It would not surprise me to learn that the question of nationality has been 
made a topic for newspaper discussion among the two or three, who en¬ 
lighten the columns of the Herald & Tribune at New York in all that regards 
Central America. Each State evidently prefers to manage its own affairs; & 
having reserved a right to accept or reject the projet of the Constituent 
Assembly now in fact, after many false rumors, united at Teguzigalpa, we 
can scarcely e.xpect any substantive Act from its deliberations. I regret to 
add, that there is no heart in it, & Nationality, in Central America, has no 
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propriety, to use the commission to the National Representation, sent to me 
a year ago, &, through it, to offer the best wishes of the United States for the 
success of this renewed effort at Union. This may be received with ill grace 
by Guatemala, where there is distrust & dread of any thing, approaching to 
it; the result of so much suffering during the proscription of the several fac¬ 
tions in Morazan’s time. . . . 

I have the honor to remain [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleia, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Charles M. 

Conrad, Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, November 2, 1852. 

My Dear Sir: The Undersigned, Envoy E.xtraordinary and lUinister 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, has had the honor to receive 
the despatch, which the Hon^^® Mr. Conrad, Acting Secretary’' of State, has 
been pleased to address him, under date of the 28^^ of October last,® in 
reply to his communication of the 16^^ of the same month.® 

The aforesaid despatch contains two essential points. 

The first relates to the terms, in which the Legislative Assembly of Nicara¬ 
gua, refused its sanction to the bases signed in Washington, on the 30*‘‘ of 
last April, by the Hon^^® Daniel Webster, of national and civic memory, and 
Her Britanic Majesty’s Representative, to the United States of North 
America.^ 

The Second, merely goes to shew, that the President, with that kindness 
which is characteristic of him, and, in consideration of the vital interests 
that are involved in the territorial questions between Great Britain, Nica¬ 
ragua, and Costa Rica, is disposed to listen to, and take into consideration, 
the propositions that may be made by the Government of Nicaragua. 

With regard to the first point, the Undersigned may be allowed to call 
the attention of the Hon^^® A^cting Secretary of State, to the Motives which 
actuated the members of the Legislative Assembly of Nicaragua, in issuing 
the decree of the of July, 1852. 

First of all, although it is true, that in the preamble to the aforesaid bases, 
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The Legislative Assembly of Nicaragua, saw nothing in this clause, but a 
contradiction and a threat. 

A contradiction, because the Assembly had fully in mind, the article, 
to which reference was made, and in which, both England and the United 
States, according to the text, renounced all ideas of occupation, every kind of 
jurisdiction and protection in Central America, especially as regarded Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua and IMosquitos; and because it saw, notwithstanding such 
binding clauses, that Great Britain was assuming the right of a protective 
power, in order to treat in the name, of the protected party, the Mosquito 
chief; it appearing to the Legislative Assembly, that the Government of the 
American Union, might very well have avoided the interference of Great 
Britain, in these questions, by merely asking and exacting from her, a faith¬ 
ful, precise and strict adherence to the article mentioned, in the treaty afore¬ 
said. Nor did the General Assembly think, that the right of conquest which 
England arrogated to herself, to the port of San Juan, could, in any way, be 
admitted, without setting up and establishing a precedent, which would be 
pernicious to the tranquillity, security, and Independence of Nations. 
England was fully at peace with Nicaragua, when the former took, forcible 
possession of said port, for the restitution of which, a price is demanded of the 
latter, in the bases which is both unjust, excessive, and exorbitant. 

The Assembly could not help wondering, at the same time, at the kind of 
imperative manner, in which the Government was asked to give an immediate 
answer, knowing that the first despatch, which its plenipotentiary in Wash¬ 
ington, had the honor of addressing to the Department of State, on the 24*^ 
of Februan,% 1851,^ a despatch containing, and treating of a question of vital 
interest to Nicaragua, had remained unanswered, and that a reply to the 
same had always been evaded, under various pretexts, for a period of seven¬ 
teen months, and that this reply, was still waited for, at the present day. 

A threat, because the Assembly looked upon the articles contained in the 
bases aforesaid, as offensive and aggressive, in many of their provisions, to 
the national Sovereignty'; articles and provisions, totally and diametrically 
opposed and at variance with the instructions, which the Assembly itself, had 
examined, discussed and approved, and recommended the Government to 
transmit to its plenipotentiary at Washington, who received them in due 
time;—the same instructions which called forth the protest, the under¬ 
signed Plenipotentiary', found himself compelled to address to the Honorable 
Secretary' of State, Mr. Daniel Webster. 

To these and other considerations of various kinds, may be added the 
conduct pursued by Mr. Walsh, who neither presented, nor recommended, 

^ Above, this part, doc. 1146. 
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—without shewing afterwards, either in his language or his deportment, the 
respect due to the representative of the Supreme Magistracy, breaking out 
into threats unbecoming the place where he was, and to his own self respect, 
& the decorum due to the government which had sent him there as Commis¬ 
sioner, and to the Chief Magistrate of the State; all of which conduct stand¬ 
ing out in singular contrast, with the courtesy, circumspection and amenity 
of Mr. Wyke, the British Consul, who was entrusted with a similar mission, 
was the cause of the unpalatable truths, which Mr, Walsh heard from the lips 
of the Supreme Director of the State. 

In reviewing the circumstances above stated, it is not the purpose of the 
Undersigned to indulge in any kind of recrimination; his object is simply to 
shew to the Honorable Acting Secretary of State, that the terms and the 
language, in which, the legislative decree of the of July last, was con¬ 
ceived, were solely the result of a fatal combination of circumstances, which 
the Government of Nicaragua regrets as much as that of the American 
Union, but which, nevertheless, the irresistible force of public opinion, of the 
duties incumbent upon the legislative Assembly, and the Executive Power, 
could not otherwise than have compelled the adoption of, as most conform¬ 
able to the interests and rights, which each of the powers aforesaid, is 
respectively called upon to defend and to protect. 

The Undersigned being convinced that the foregoing statement, will sufice 
to mitigate, and certainly to do away with the impression produced on the 
minds of the President, and of the Hon^^® Secretar^^ of State, relative to the 
conduct, which, an imperative sense of duty, on this occasion, compelled 
Nicaragua to pursue; and, reiterating, at the same time, to the HonActing 
Secretary of State, the sincere and ardent wishes of Nicaragua, to cultivate 
and to continue on the best and most cordial friendly terms, with the Govern¬ 
ment of the American Union, he will now have the honor of explaining to him 
the means which Nicaragua considers best calculated to secure a favorable 
result, and to put an end, at once, to the existing state of things, with the 
least possible detriment to the parties interested. 

The Government of Nicaragua thinks, and has the honor, at the same time, 
to submit to the American Government, that the and 2 ^ articles of the 
Bases of the 30**" of April last,^ may, with propriety be mended; and with this 
view, it begs to suggest, and is ready to adopt a new wording, modified as 
follows: 

“The Mosquito Indians and the territory known by that name, including 
the Port of San Juan del Norte, shall, in future, and for all times, be in¬ 
corporated with and re-annexed to the State of Nicaragua, in which they 


shall enjoy the same rignts, ana oe suojeuL lu uic odmc wLjiisaunjno, do tiic 
rest of the inhabitants of the State, said territory being considered as one of 
its departments, and as such, it will contribute representatives and senators 
to the Legislative chambers, in the form, and on the principles specified by 
special law. The Commerce of said territory, with the other portions of the 
State, shall be entirely free and open, both by land and water, for the naviga¬ 
tion of vessels, and the transit of vehicles, which shall enjoy the utmost 
security. 

Nicaragua binds herself to grant to the Mosquito Indians, byway of 
indemnification, in consequence of the improvements made in the Port 
of San Juan del Norte: 

jEt Pour per cent on the net proceeds of said port, for a period of 
five years: this sum to be paid annually by the collector of the port, 
into the hands of the municipal authorities hereafter to be established 
there, in order that the same may be invested in objects of common 
advantage to those inhabitants. 

Nicaragua will assign an equitable annuity for life, to the 
Cacique or chief of the Mosquitos. 

Nicaragua will pledge herself to recognize and to respect as 
lawful, the grants of lands that may have been made since the i®* of 
January 1848, until the present day, by the authorities of the Mosquito 
territory': with the e.Kception of those grants that are in opposition to the 
grants of land made by the Spanish Government, by the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment of Central America, and by the Government of Nicaragua, and 
those grants which clash with the privileges of the Canal Companies, 
accessor}^ to the wa^^ of transit, or when the lands thus granted, are 
located at those points which the State wants, for building forts, custom¬ 
houses, arsenals, and other public edifices, which points shall remain at 
the disposal of said State. 

The port of San Juan, shall preserve this, its original appellation, and 
the public municipal authority shall be exercised in the name of the 
State, in the same manner as in all the other parts of the territory in¬ 
corporated with and annexed to Nicaragua, in virtue of the present 
treaty. 

The Republic of Nicaragua, with a view of facilitating the construc¬ 
tion of the great interoceanic canal, on the terms stipulated in the con¬ 
tract of September 22^ 1849, binds herself not to construct, nor to 
allow the construction of any work which might interfere with the 
labors of the Canal, or the navigation and entrance of the ports, rivers 
and lakes where it may be necessary to carry on those works of inter¬ 
oceanic communication; it being well understood that the exclusive 
right granted to the company accessory to the transit enterprise, and 
the powder w^hich is conferred upon the same, by the i®* article of the 
agreement of August 19*^“ 1851, is not to exceed the bounds and objects 
specified in the 30*^ article of the original contract, of September 22^ 
1849, the scope of which is, to promote the speedy construction of the 
canal, in case the latter should not be practicable, as it has been stated 



those of the Government of Nicaragua, in order to guaranty the 
neutrality of this important way of communication, with a view of 
protecting the sovereignty of the State, and the free transit, against all 
seizure or confiscation, on the same terms, and in all such cases, as are 
specified in the 5*^ article of the treaty of April 19^^* 1850, adjusted 
between the United States and Great Britain. 

And with a view of fixing the distance within which, vessels of all 
nations, must be exempt from blockade, detention or capture, by any 
of the belligerent parties, in case of war, this distance shall be declared 
to extend for thirty nautical miles, from the water mark at low tide, at 
both extremities of the canal. 

It being desirous that no time should be lost in beginning the con¬ 
struction of said canal, the governments of the United States, Great 
Britain, and Nicaragua, shall agree, that, in case the company, recipient 
of the grant, should not succeed, within the term of one year, counting 
from the date of the ratification of the treaty, in obtaining the sub¬ 
scription of a capital necessary and sufficient, for executing the work, or 
in case of there being any other insurmountable natural impediment to 
prevent the construction of the same, in the same manner as in regard 
to the construction of a rail-road, in such case, there shall be no obliga¬ 
tion, on the part of Nicaragua, to observe and abide by said contract, 
and the Company shall lose the privilege. 

The Government of Nicaragua, having consulted that of the United 
States and of Great Britain, shall grant the privilege to any other 
company, upon such conditions and stipulations as shall be most suita¬ 
ble, for carrying out so stupendous a project. 

The transit company shall enjoy the same protection, as was guar¬ 
anteed in the Treaty of April 19*^ 1850, to the Atlantic Pacific^ Canal 
Company, provided that the former confines itself to the object of 
promoting and facilitating the construction of the canal, on the same 
terms as those stipulated in the 30*^ article of the original contract of 
September 22^ 1849, which shall be inviolably observed, in conformity 
with the provisions of the 9*^ article of the agreement of August 19, 
1851; it being understood, that any other article in said agreement, 
tending to alter the sense of the above, shall be considered as nul, of no 
value nor effect, and the power previously granted to the company shall 
cease. 

Such are the modifications which the Undersigned has been directed to 
propose to the Government of the United States, concerning the Mosquito 
Question, the port of San Juan, and the Canal and transit companies. 
Those which relate to the two companies, however, are not definite. This is 
another proof, that the government of Nicaragua is disposed to favor, in all 
that depends upon itself, the construction of an interoceanic communication, 
without intending to constitute itself the protector of a new speculation, on 
the part of any number [of?] persons or companies, not actuated by a similar 
desire to carry out a work, so advantageous to the commerce of the world. 


ists to take part in this gigantic work; and, not being able to command, at 
present, from all appearances, the necessary capital, nor the means, to carry 
out the undertaking, by themselves, they would want to obtain some modi¬ 
fications in the original contract;—Modifications, to which the government of 
Nicaragua cannot pledge itself a priori, before having seriously considered the 
subject, as well as consulted the great powers friendly to said government. 

The modifications, therefore, that may be required by said companies, 
are henceforth subjected to others, according to the condition in which said 
companies find themselves, or according to the greater or lesser guaranties 
and probabilities which they may offer, of being able to consummate an 
undertaking, which shall be entitled to general approbation. 

Moreover, according to the legal opinion of that worthy and distinguished 
jurist, Daniel Lord of New York, the conduct and actual management of 
these companies, has given rise to well-founded suspicions, in consequence 
of the excesses and irregularities committed by their agents in Nicaragua, the 
tone and complexion of their official communications, and especially, on 
account of their having evaded, under specious pretexts, the performance of 
many of the obligations, to which they were pledged, by the contracts of 
April 22, 1849, ^nd of August 19**" 1851. 

With regard to the territorial boundaries between Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, although Nicaragua is of opinion that this is a family question, which 
ought to be settled between its own members, avoiding thereby those rocks, 
upon which, all the efforts that have been made, until now, for the settlement 
of the main question, have been wrecked,—which have, at the same time, 
served as an obstacle against the consummation of the splendid project, of 
peace and good harmony between all, and for the establishment of a canal, 
on the Isthmus of Nicaragua, yet the government being desirous to give some 
evidence of the wishes, by which it is actuated, to secure a good understand¬ 
ing between t\vo sister republics, comes forward to manifest its solicitude for 
the mutual welfare of both, without jeopardising, however, the important 
interests, which said Government is bound to protect and to defend. 

And if by chance, the Government of the United States thinks it proper, 
that the settlement of this question, should henceforth be resolved and 
included in some treaty, which circumstances may give occasion for, Nicara¬ 
gua makes the following propositions: 

The boundaries between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, shall be the same 
as were foimerly comprised by the old province of Nicaragua; to wit, 
from the rio del salto, in the Pacific, following a diagonal line towards 
the interior, to the rio Pariiina, in the Atlantic. 

At the same time, Nicaragua pledges herself, that the navigation of 


and common to the subjects of each state, without any restriction, 
nor any special condition, favoring one party more than the other: it 
being understood, that the citizens of Costarica, as well as those of 
Nicaragua, shall be subject to the only limitation established by the 
23*^ article of the contract, concluded with the Canal Company, on the 
22^ of September, 1849, and that they shall conform with all the regula¬ 
tions, concerning the navigation law and the other laws of the state. 

Costarica shall moreover enjoy the following privileges: 

Entire exemption from importation duties for the port of San 
Juan, during a period of ten years. 

2^ Absolute exemption, for all time, from duties on exported articles 
of her own produce and manufactures, for said port. 

3^ Equal immunity and freedom for all time, to navigate the rio 
Sarapiqui, with the obligation of constructing, at her own expense, 
(Costarica’s) the works necessary to render said river navigable, and to 
preserve it in the condition it will be, after the works necessary for such 
purpose, shall have been executed. 

4*^ To establish at the confluence of the rivers San Juan and Sara¬ 
piqui, or at any other point she may think proper. Custom Houses, 
stores, warehouses and revenue station. 

5**^ The privilege empowering her subjects to keep, in the port of 
San Juan, warehouses for depositing such merchandize, as they may 
have to import through the interior of her territory, for a period of 
fifteen years. These points, to be adjusted and agreed upon, by means 
of a special convention, which shall, at the same time, designate the 
mode and the manner, in which the boundaries of the frontier, between 
the two States, have to be established. 

The Government of Nicaragua hopes, that the foregoing modifications and 
propositions, which embrace the various points in question, will meet with 
the approbation of the Government of the United States, and that, with the 
zeal and interest, it has always manifested, for good harmony and friendly 
relations, between the parties interested, it will contribute to the acceptation, 
on the part of all, of an arrangement, which Nicaragua considers, the most 
just and equitable for the common and general interests, obtaining, in this 
manner, and very briefly, the results which are desired. 

The Undersigned begs the Hon'’^® Acting Secretary of State, that he will 
be pleased, to submit the contents of this despatch to the President of the 
Republic, and, at the same time, he avails himself of this new opportunity 
[etc.]. 
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Felipe Molma, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Edward Everett, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, November ii, 18^2. 

The Undersigned Minister of Costa-Rica, has the honor of addressing 
himself to the Honorable Secretary of State, for the purpose of calling his 
attention, to the unfinished state of the negotiations set on foot by this Gov¬ 
ernment, in the month of last April, respecting the settlement of the terri¬ 
torial differences and other matters pending between the State of Nicaragua 
and the Republic of Costa-Rica, and between the former State and the 
Mosquito Indians. 

Mr. Everett is, no doubt, aware, that his illustrious and lamented pred¬ 
ecessor in office, the Honorable Daniel Webster, in concert with Mr. Cramp- 
ton Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister to this Government, and with a view 
of facilitating the construction of the contemplated Ship Canal, took pains 
to draw a plan of adjustment, in, as fair and equitable terms, as it was possi¬ 
ble, under existing circumstances, to devise. 

That project having been agreed upon and signed, on the 30th of April, 
it was to be recommended, to the immediate and earnest consideration of the 
Governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua respectively, by means of special 
agents, sent there for the purpose, as it appeared desirable to insure their 
prompt decision. Mr. Walsh was accordingly appointed on the part of the 
United States, and was authorized to communicate on the subject with the 
Governments aforesaid, acting in connection with Mr. Wyke, the newly 
appointed British Consul General to Central America, then on his way to his 
future sphere of action. For greater despatch the two Commissioners were 
conveyed to their destination in an American man of war; showing thereby^ 
that there was a determination to bring matters to a speedy issue. 

The Commissioners directed their course first to San Jos6, where they met 
the cordial welcome that the nature of their errand and their personal 
merits, entitled them to expect. 

The Government of Costa-Rica, however, having fully considered the 
propositions presented by them could not fail to find strong objections in 
regard to some of the arrangements contemplated. The direct advantages 
of the interoceanic communication were intended by these arrangements to 
accrue exclusively to Nicaragua, as long as the Company’s charters lasted, 

j -1 _ 1 __ _ .1 .1 .f 1 


defiance of the sovereignty of Losta-Rica over those territories. 

It is a well known fact, that neither the Government of Nicaragua, nor the 
Company to which, the already mentioned privileges had been granted, had 
in their mutual transactions paid any regard to the claims of Costa-Rica, 
as if the latter Republic had no right to be a party in the affair. And it was 
natural, therefore, for the Government of Costa-Rica to feel itself aggrieved 
on the subject. 

Nevertheless, desirous of removing any difficulties that might impede the 
success of the Canal enterprise: on the conviction that it is always judicious 
to compromise matters in dispute; and from a sense of grateful regard for the 
Powers, that were thus exerting their kind mediation and proffering their 
advice, the Government of Costa Rica gave on the 22^ of June, with the sanc¬ 
tion of the Legislature, an unqualified assent to the propositions recom¬ 
mended : confining itself to invoke the friendly offices of the mediating Pow¬ 
ers, in order to obtain some slight modifications in favor of Costa Rica. 

Nicaragua, on the other side, who had been the most favored party, by the 
provisions of the proposed adjustment, has shown a quite different disposi¬ 
tion. The Government of that country has rejected the project, in a man¬ 
ner, which, to say the least, deserves to be qualified as very inconsiderate, 
while the counter propositions of the 29* of July ^ presented to the Commis¬ 
sioners, in that quarter, require no comment on the part of the Undersigned; 
such propositions being nothing more than a demand, that every point at 
issue should be settled according to the views of that Government. This 
unsatisfactory result must have proved to the American Cabinet, that there 
is no hope of ever bringing that State to a correct appreciation of its position, 
interests and duties— 

In the meantime, Costa-Rica stands on a false position, having pledged 
herself to abide by the opinion of the Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain as set forth in the propositions, without obtaining in exchange 
any security against the assumptions and encroachments of Nicaragua: the 
adoption of other means of self defence being denied to her, whilst her rights 
are actually disregarded, and her interests deeply injured in various ways. 

It seems to the Undersigned, that the Governments of the United States 
and Great Britain, are both pledged by the concluding words of the project, 
to take a final action on the premises. Costa Rica, trusting on this declara¬ 
tion, did not hesitate to concur in their views. 

The Undersigned, therefore, in compliance with the repeated instructions 
he has received from his Government, begs leave to call the attention of the 
Honorable Secretary of State, to the expediency and propriety of concluding 
a treaty between Costa-Rica and the United States, according to the tenor of 



the propositions: Costa-Rica, on one part, agreeing to convey, on her own and 
indisputable title, to the American Atlantic Pacific Ship Canal Company, 
the right of wav, privileges of navigation and sections of land. all of which 
concessions that Company is in need of, at present, in order to legitimate the 
tenure of its charters; and the United States, on the other part, engaging 
to support Costa-Rica in the maintenance of her boundaries and rights, 
against the assumptions of Nicaragua. 

This proceeding appears to the Undersigned, to be the only course now 
open for both parties, in order to terminate this affair, which has been kept 
in suspense, since 3 »Ir. Walsh's return, three months ago. Any further at¬ 
tempts of negotiation with Nicaragua, would, no doubt, result in fresh disap¬ 
pointments. 

The Minister of Costa-Rica earnestly and respectfully requests Mr. Ever¬ 
ett’s early attention to the contents of this note; trusting that the conduct of 
Costa-Rica in the premises, has been duly appreciated by the American Gov¬ 
ernment. 

And he has the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina^ Cosia Rican Minister to the United States, to Edward Everett, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, November jy, 1832. 

SUGGESTION'S .A,S TO THE COURSE THAT MAY BE .ADOPTED FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE 
CE.NTR-AL-.AilERICAN AFFAIRS 

Firstly—A Treaty can be signed between the United States and Costa- 
Rica as I have proposed providing the maintenance of the state of things con¬ 
templated by the propositions of April as regards Costa-Rica and Nicaragua 
and the Canal Company; - such state of things to be considered as a finality. 

Secondly—Should not this plan seem advisable a Treaty could be con¬ 
cluded between the United States and Costa Rica stipulating the mainte¬ 
nance of the contemplated arrangements as regards Costa-Rica, Nicaragua 
and the Canal Company only as a temporary settlement to be kept until 
such a time as the Governments of Costa-Rica and Nicaragua shall effect a 
peaceful adjustment of their differences either by a direct agreement or 
through arbitration. Provided that these temporary settlements shall not 
prejudice any of the claims of the contending parties which claims shall be 
discussed and adjudicated upon in their full extent and in all their bearings— 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. No receipt date is given. 

This paper is unsigned and not addressed to any individual. It appears to be certain, 
however, that it was written by Molina, and was intended for the Secretary of State; it is 



noia tnat piace oniy as a Kina or trust until sucn a time as iNicaragua shall 
give its acquiescence on the same conditions and reimburse Costa-Rica of the 
outlays which she should have made in order to pay the indemnity to the 
Mosquito Indians or for other objects regarding the possession of that 
Port— 
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Robert M. Walsh, Special Agent of the United States to Costa Rica, to Rd’u:ard 
Everett, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, November ig, i8j2. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your communication of yesterday, 
enclosing an extract from a note of the Minister of Nicaragua,- in which I am 
accused of grossly improper conduct towards the Government of that coun¬ 
try. I at once pronounce the accusation to be false—ridiculously as well as 
maliciously false. It is strange that charges of so grave a nature should 
have been so long delayed; and it is still stranger, if I had really acted in the 
way described, that I was not summarily ejected from the presence of the 
insulted & complaining dignitaries, instead of being conducted by them to 
the door, when I took my leave, with all the ceremonial of the most obsequi¬ 
ous politeness. To have endured what they are said to have done without 
some such demonstration, would certainly prove them to be more or less than 
men—angels of forgiving meekness, or poltroons beneath contempt. But 
they had not the least cause then to show themselves to be either. What 
they now show themselves to be by this miserable exhibition of calumnious 
malignity, it would not be altogether charitable to proclaim. 

After accomplishing my mission to Costa Rica, I proceeded, in pursuance 
of my instructions, to Managua for the purpose of getting any despatches 
which our Charg6 d’Affaires might wish to send by me to the United States. 
Before my arrival there, the propositions of G- Britain & the U. States forthe 
settlement of boundaries, had been rejected by the Government of Nicaragua 
in a way that indicated feelings of great irritation. I remained a few days in 
Managua to give M- Kerr time to prepare his despatches, and deemed it 
proper, whilst there, to pay my personal respects to the Minister of Foreign 

1 Special Agents, vol. l8. Received November 20. 

2 The “communication of yesterday,’’from the Secretary of State to Walsh, is not included 
in this publication, its contents being adequately revealed here; but the note from the Nicara¬ 
guan representative, referred to, is above, this part, November 2, 1852, doc. 1226. 



President and two other Ministers of State, and to them also I was presented, 
although my visit was only meant for Castillon. After a few compli¬ 
mentary allusions to the beauty of their country, I said that although I held 
no official position in regard to them & had therefore no right to speak to 
them on official matters, yet I hoped they would permit me to express my 
regret at not being able to take to the U. States a favorable answer from them 
to the propositions such as had been given by the Gov- of Costa Rica. This 
led to a conversation on the subject of the treaty, in which, as they seemed 
disposed to carry it on, I endeavored, to the best of my ability, to make them 
sensible of the mistake they had committed in refusing the propositions, by 
representing to them the benefits which, in my opinion, would accrue from 
their acceptance and the evils which would flow from their rejection. As I 
was talking merely as a private individual, I thought myself free to speak 
more unreservedly than, perhaps, would have been “diplomatic” if any 
official relations between us had existed. This fact they must have per¬ 
fectly understood; and the charge, therefore, of “neither presenting nor rec¬ 
ommending but mentioning the bases,” is simply absurd as far as the non¬ 
presentation of those bases is concerned, I having as they well knew no 
authority to present them—as to the non-recommendation of them it is ab¬ 
solutely false, for I urged every argument in their favor that could be em- 
ploj^ed. To the next charge that of “introducing myself to the Supreme 
jNIagistrate without being previously announced ”—the foregoing account of 
my visit is an answer quite sufficient to show how contemptible it is. Equally 
false is the charge that I broke out into threats or showed disrespect in either 
language or deportment. If any one were obnoxious to the imputation of 
unbecoming behaviour, it would be the President himself in the remarks 
that he ventured to make about the Gov^ of the U. States, which he accused 
of breach of faith in its conduct towards Nicaragua. That my indignation 
was aroused by this accusation, and that I replied to it with emphasis, I freely 
avow. I should indeed have been wanting in “self-respect” and in the re¬ 
spect due to my Govh if I had not done so; but that I went a step beyond 
the limits of decorum, I deny. My language might with all propriety have 
been more energetic even than it was, in repelling the unwarrantable and 
insulting remarks on this head of both the President & the Ministers. An 
idea of them may be derived from the fact, that M"" Kerr deemed it his duty 
to address a note to the Minister of F. Affairs, soon after the conversation, 
asking for the evidence on which they were based, no answer to which had 
been given up to the time of my departure. I presume that “the unpalat¬ 
able truths” which it is said that I heard “from the lips of the Supreme 
Director of the State,” were these aspersions on the Gov^ of the Union, as I 


would sustain its pretensions in every way, and its irritation was great on 
discovering its mistake. Conflata magna invidia seu bene seu male, gesta 
premunt. The good understanding between the American & British Cabi¬ 
nets was unpalatable to it in the extreme, giving as it did a death blow to its 
hopes of profiting by the rivalry of the two Powers. It was also engaged in 
vexatious disputes with the Transit Company; and not long before my ar¬ 
rival, serious difficulties had occurred with the American residents in the 
town of Granada. The idea, moreover, of yielding aught to Costa Rica, 
hating that country as it does for its immense superiority in all that renders 
a nation respectable & prosperous, was more exasperating, even, than the 
loss of the most valuable territories and privileges. It would indeed be 
matter of deep regret if our Gov- had in any way abetted its enmity to the 
Costa Ricans, who, by their industry, integrity & progress are doing credit 
to republican institutions, whilst the Nicaraguans are dragging them in the 
very filth of corruption to irretrievable ruin. 

I beg pardon for trespassing at such length upon your patience, but I am 
anxious to remove at once from your mind the slightest suspicion that I could 
be guilty of such conduct as is charged. I have been many years in the 
diplomatic service of the country, and this is the first time that aught to ray 
disparagement has been placed on the files of the Dep- of State; whilst I 
might adduce various testimonials on record there, of the manner in which I 
have discharged my duties, as evidence of the improbability of guilt in the 
present instance. On the strength, too, of those testimonials I might claim 
to be believed in preference to men who, I venture calmly to assert, never 
told a truth that would interfere with their objects, or omitted to tell a false¬ 
hood which they supposed might promote them—and their object just now is 
clearly to make me in some way responsible for their action in regard to the 
propositions, although these had been almost insultingly rejected before my 
arrival at Managua. Nevertheless, as M- Kerr was present at the interview, 
I respectfully request that you will send him copies of the accusation against 
me and my reply, in order that his testimony as to what passed may be ob¬ 
tained. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, [etc.]. 





Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Edward Everett, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, January 8, 1853. 

Mr. Molina, Minister of Costa Rica, has the honor to present his compli¬ 
ments to the Honorable Edward Everett, Secretary of State of the United 
States, and takes pleasure in transmitting him herewith 5 copies of a pam¬ 
phlet,^ which he considered it his duty to publish, with regard to the boundary 
question which unfortunately is now pending between the Republic of Costa 
Rica and that of New Granada. 

Mr. Molina trusts that the Secretary of State will be kind enough to inform 
His Excellency the President of the contents thereof. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Edward 
Everett, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 14 Le6n, Nicaragua, Jamiary 13, 1853. 

Sir: The death of M"^ Webster, on its official announcement to me, was at 
once communicated to this Government. 

The Nicaraguan politicians, since my last despatch, have been engrossed 
with the controversy, at New York, between Marcoleta & the Accessory 
Transit Company, & so much bitterness has been excited, that it has mingled 
itself with every thought & feeling in connection with the American Govern¬ 
ment. The policy of M^ Webster, however much it may have been vituper¬ 
ated for the moment among these people, or misunderstood at home on the 
eve of the recent election, has been the means of saving the rights & privileges 
of the Canal Company. The paper of April 30^^,^ recommending a basis of 
settlement betv’een Costa Rica & Nicaragua, came just at the moment when 
they were preparing here for a rupture with the transit Company, as pre¬ 
liminary to a forfeiture of the Charter; but the idea that the United States 
would not be listless or indifferent, was brought home to them by this evident 
earnestness for the removal of all difficulties in the way of the Ship-canal. 
For a long while, previously, their minds had been poisoned from various 
sources by the positive assertion that no one regarded the great project, as 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received January lo. 

^ No copy of this pamphlet was found with the file cnnv nf rhls nnfp 



□een aupea oy tne ciever manoeuvring oi persons interestea in a mere transit 
line. 

All this was fomented by a few individuals, who were in hopes of building 
up their fortunes by the withdrawing of exclusive privileges from the Com¬ 
pany, In pursuing a course of conduct, strictly consistent with my official 
position, & thus holding myself free to act for one and all, under proper cir¬ 
cumstances, when any personal application might have been made to me, I 
may possibly have failed to satisfy the expectations of the special agents of 
the Transit. There is a gentleman of some standing, as I learn, from New 
York, Judge Edmonds, now at Managua in behalf of the Company; but I 
have had no advices from him. Should this agent, however, meet with em¬ 
barrassment, I should deem it a duty to aid him to the extent of my ability. 

The call of a convention at Chinendega [Chinandega], a town of Nicaragua, 
near this Capital, so far back as 1849, ^ meeting of six delegates, (two 
from each of the three States of Honduras, Salvador & Nicaragua) are facts, 
sometime since, made known to the Department. These six members issued 
a pact on the 8*^ of Nov^ in that year, under which they assumed to have 
control over the Foreign Relations, & with the imposing title of “National 
Representation” professed to be engaged in the patriotic work of re-con¬ 
structing Nationality for Central America. The hostility of Salvador & 
Honduras to Guatemala was well understood, & much apprehension was 
naturally felt in the last named State of a combination for some ulterior 
object. This was not a groundless fear, for the sequel was a declaration of 
war in the spring of the following year (1850) against Guatemala in which the 
united forces of Honduras & San Salvador suffered a severe reverse. From 
that time the “National Representation” dragged its slow length along, 
having headquarters in Nicaragua, the six members, in the enjoyment of 
their salaries, making little effort to fulfil their mission. Such as the 
National Representation was, it remained till my arrival at Leon in July, 
Eighteen hundred and fifty one, and the first intimation of its existence 
reached me in an attempted cabal against Nicaragua on the question of a 
Charge from the United States, unaccredited to that body. At that moment 
Nicaragua, in her own right & name, had a Minister Plenipotentiary in 
Washington, & I could not exactly understand, how a Convention for framing 
a Constitution could so adroitly be elevated, on the instant, into an actual 
government. Two of the most active members were so thoroughly impli¬ 
cated in the revolutionary attempt of August, Eighteen hundred & fifty one, 
against Nicaragua, that they were forced to seek safety in flight. There 
was then an adjournment to Honduras, & the National Representation found 
a safe postern in the summons for a National Constituent Assembly of the 
thrpe States at Teffucisraloa. After many months of delay & suspense a 
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few weeks past. A Recess has now taken place against the wishes of some of 
the members & the protest of one, (IVR Barrundia) who regards it as a virtual 
dissolution of the body. A Committee, however, has been named to sit 
during the recess, & to prepare a Constitution for the action of the Assembly 
in the middle of February; but the better informed here have no hope of 
ultimate results. The protest of Barrundia will be found in the “Sigla” No. 
146. a Salvador paper, a copy of which accompanies this despatch, & it is 
to be regretted, that these States, if in earnest about Nationality, should, 
on every occasion, allow a leading position to one, so envenomed against 
Guatemala, his native State, as this M*" Barrundia. It gives color to the 
charge, that there is no sincerity in all these open professions of a desire for 
Union; that Nationality, in fact, is nothing more than vindictiveness against 
Guatemala.^ . . . 

. . . Guatemala and Costa Rica boldly avow that they intend to remain, 
as they are, distinct Republics, & Salvador, with actual revenues & available 
resources, through the important seaport in the Gulf of Fonseca, the entrepot, 
in fact, for the whole Country, must necessarily be trammeled just now by a 
political connection with States so unsettled as Honduras & Nicaragua. 
This sentiment is deeply fixed in the minds of the intelligent men of San 
Salvador; while the importance of Nationality is understood & appreciated 
by all classes of persons. In Nicaragua and Honduras there is no heartfelt 
reverence for the principle, & with much more of bluster & pretence it has 
now become a mere juggle of State to cozen others. 

The idea artfully disseminated among these poor people is, that England 
in fear & jealousy of their growing power & importance stands in awe of a 
confederation, against which it is essential for her interests to be constantly 
aiming an envious missile. 

The possession of the Balize [Belize] by the English is a fixed fact, dating 
back many years, as against Spain, & the Mosquito question has been a 
subject for discussion & negotiation for nearly two centuries. It is now 
questionable, to whom this insalubrious sweep of Country on the Atlantic 
belongs; while in view of our policy in regard to Indian tribes the Protectorate 
of Mosquitia must be taken, as a shift & subterfuge. Save at one or two 
points, at the mouths of the rivers, it is, along its whole extent, a wilderness 
unexplored & almost inaccessible. Held by Spain, as a sort of trust-fund 
for the benefit of her transatlantic possessions, when disposed to traffic. New 
Granada, to this day, makes continual claim for a sliver notwithstanding the 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Jesus 
de la Rocha, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Leon, Nicaragua, February 12, 1853. 

Sir: The loss of confidence in M' Marcoleta has already been made 
known, in respectful terms, to the Government of Nicaragua,and I could not 
but regret, that the Secretary of the Foreign Relations should have thought 
proper to accompany an official reply to the request of His Excellency, the 
President of the United States, with a demand for the antecedents in his 
conduct, altogether inconsistent with the mutual rights of embassy, estab¬ 
lished by the law & usage of Nations. All the authorities are clear and ex¬ 
plicit upon the point, that an offended government may rid itself, if it thinks 
fit, of a Minister who has made himself obnoxious, by proceedings far more 
prompt and summary, than this one, adopted by the President, for the sole 
purpose of cultivating harmony and amicable intercourse between the tv^o 
Governments. 

Having had repeated occasions to appreciate and acknowledge a marked 
courtesy in my interchanges with the several Ministers of State in this Re¬ 
public, I was not prepared for a negative, couched under language, which, 
admissible perhaps in the light of diplomatic subtlety, was by no means 
respectful towards one, whose integrity and experience, in his exalted posi¬ 
tion, as Chief Magistrate of the American Union, had secured for him an 
abiding place in the esteem of his Countrymen. I had intimated, in my 
previous communication, upon this subject, that the moderation and forbear¬ 
ance of Fillmore’s character forbade the idea of any precipitate measure, 
on an occasion so grave, as this request for the recall of a foreign Minister of 
itself implied; and I had indulged the hope, that these traits, in one always 
calm and considerate, would be taken at once, as guarantees of the unfitness 
of the functionary, representing Nicaragua near the Government of the 
United States. 

Again, in a sincere spirit of good-will I lay before the government of 
Nicaragua the renewal of this request for M"" Marcoleta’s recall, and I ask 
the substitution of some other from among the many tried Citizens of the 
Republic, equally conversant with all former & recent complications in 
Central America. It would give me much pleasure to communicate to the 
President of the United States such a result from this reiterated request, as 
would evidence a disposition on the part of Nicaragua, to respect the comity, 
which is ever due from one sovereign State to another. 

You will also perceive in the accompanying despatch. No. 18,^ submitted to 
you, in original, that the government of the United States must decline all 


further discussions on the subject of the mter-Oceanic Lanai, till satisfactory 
explanations be given for the peremptory rejection of the advisory & recom¬ 
mendatory paper of the 30^ of April lastd 

The Government of Nicaragua will be sure to find, in looking back upon 
the official notes of its accredited h^inisters at Washington, sufficient to 
justify this expression of interest, upon a subject fraught with so much 
benefit to the commercial world, as the grand enterprise for joining the two 
oceans at the narrow gateway on this Isthmus. It has proved a source of 
astonishment and regret to the United States that any misconstruction of 
its motives should have followed what was, in fact, a mere act of friendly 
duty in removing the obstacles to a noble work to which its sanction, in 
solemn form, had been given. 

After a residence of two years I can not be insensible to the bright future, 
that awaits a country, so highly favored in climate and natural productions, 
and I assure you, that the Government of the United States is solicitous for 
its peace and prosperity. 

Let me avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Edward 
Everett, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 17 Le6n, Nicaragua, February 22 , 18^3. 

Sir: M’’ Stevens, of Washington, in the shortest time possible, placed in 
my hands, at Leon, on the 10*^ inst. your despatches. No? 18 and 19,^ and I 
at once addressed a communication to Rocha, Minister of foreign affairs, 
with N° 18 in original— By the same gentleman I transmit to the Depart¬ 
ment a copy of my letter with Rocha’s reply.^ 

In the accompaniments to a late despatch the withdrawing of M' Castel- 
lon, as Minister of the Foreign Relations, was indicated, as the result of a 
leave of absence; but it has been prolonged to this date & it now rather seems 

^ For the text of the Webster-Crampton agreement of April 30, 1852, see above, this vol¬ 
ume, pt. I, note 4, p. 18. 

= Despatches, Nicaragua,^ vol. i. Received March 28. The omitted portion at the end 
of this despatch is not pertinent to this publication. 

^ For the former, dated December 30, 1S52, and for the latter, dated January 5, 1853, 
which explains at length the reasons for demanding Marcoleta’s recall, see above, this 
volume, pt. I, docs. 1023 and 1025. 

^ His note to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated February 12, 1853, is printed above. 




tne canaiaate lor me uirectorsJiip at the recent election, trom the Depart¬ 
ment of Leon, and as his rival, Chamorro, of Granada, will be chosen by 
the Legislature, after a failure in the Electoral College among the several 
' names before it, it is whispered, as an intended stroke of policy, to have him 
substituted for M’' Marcoleta at Washington, & thus to be secure of quiet at 
Leon. 

With this rumor rife, there was the greater need of avoiding any expres¬ 
sions, that would have been subject to cavil, & I could adopt no form of 
words, in which a demand for passports, in case of a refusal to recall M"‘ 
Marcoleta, should be embraced, that would not have been taken by these 
people in their present temper, as an indirect threat. In view of the discre¬ 
tion given to me I have reserved this as an ultimatum. 

An attempt at Centralism for the three States of Honduras, Salvador & 
Nicaragua, under the auspices of a convention at Teguzigalpa has signally 
failed. Many of the leading men in San Salvador & here were at heart 
opposed to it, as a specious pretext. A revolutionary’- movement on the 6^** 
of January last was quelled in the City of Salvador by the arrest of several 
military men in the confidence of Gen^ Cabanas of Honduras, & the State of 
San Salvador now openly denounces the proceedings of the Convention at 
Teguzigalpa [Tegucigalpa], as hollow-hearted & insurrectionary. 

Most of the Nicaraguan delegates have returned to their homes; though 
the ostensible object of the call of the Legislative Chambers, for Dec*" 
last, was to receive & consult upon the programme of a provisional govern¬ 
ment from this Convention in which the name of Castellon, after the 
positive refusal by Gen^ Cabanas, had been inserted, as the President. 
Even with a system of alternates, at each election, for members of both 
houses, it is a difficult matter to obtain an attendance of a quorum; but M*' 
Rocha’s letter mentions the installation of the Chambers on the previous day. 

I have every reason to believe, that a combined effort has been made, by 
persons, professing to sympathise with Nicaragua, in the United States, to 
procure a forfeiture of all the privileges to the Canal & Accessory transit. 
At the first intimation of such a step here, I will deem it a duty to protest 
against any wanton disregard of the vested rights, secured to American 
Citizens. The Mission of Judge Edmonds has led to no arrangement what¬ 
ever, and he did all in his power to compromise matters. 

Aware of the dilatoriness usual here in all public matters, I do not feel 
authorized to detain M"^ Stevens, until a definitive answer can be received 
from Managua. He will, therefore, leave in the morning for San Juan del 
Norte. . . . 

I have the honor to remain [etc.]. 



oIR: 1 naa me nonor lo receive your coramunicatioii ui uae jubLuuL, 
in which, with allusion to my letter of the November,^ you have the 
goodness to inform me, that the President has recommended to Congress to 
make the necessary appropriation for sending an Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to all the States of Central America, with the hope 
of promoting through negotiation an amicable settlement, among other 
things, of the questions existing between Costa-Rica and Nicaragua. And 
you add that the proposal has been viewed with favor by the Plouse of 
Representatives and that it is expected also it will be sanctioned by the 
Senate. 

As regards Costa-Rica I am happy to assure you, in discharge of my duty, 
that the recommendation above stated, shall be esteemed as a new evidence 
of the sincere friendship always entertained by the United States Govern¬ 
ment, and especially by President Fillmore and his distinguished advisers, 
for all the Central American States, and that as far as Costa-Rica is con¬ 
cerned she will persevere in that policy of conciliation, which has earned for 
her the favorable opinion of the American Government: an advantage that 
my country knows how to appreciate and feels anxious to retain. 

It is my personal impression that the contemplated measure, if carried out, 
will be productive of the most beneficial results, for all the Central Ameri¬ 
can States, 

I embrace this opportunity [etc,]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Jesus 
de la Rocha, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

[extracts] 

Leon, Nicaragua, March 8, 1853. 

The undersigned. Charge d’Affaires of the United States of America, ac¬ 
knowledges the receipt of the communication from the Honorable M'' 
Rocha, Minister of the Foreign Relations, under date of the 23'^ ult“,® in 
w'hich he is informed, that a definite answer to the reiterated request of His 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received March 2. 

- Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1027. 3 Above, this part, doc. 1227. 

* Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 18, 
below, this part, doc. 1236. 

3 Not included in this publication; its purport is here indicated. 


action of the Legislative Chambers of Nicaragua. This course may have 
been taken in accordance with the requirements of the written Constitution 
of the State, defining and limiting the exercise of prerogative in the Supreme 
Director, and with a reverential regard for Constitutional freedom, under a 
system of checks and balances, the undersigned is not disposed to gainsay 
such an act of deference. All he would respectfully ask is an early solu¬ 
tion.^ . . . 

In consonance with international usages, the President of the United 
States has twice made a request, just and reasonable in every aspect, of the 
Government of Nicaragua, and it now remains for the undersigned to state 
explicitly, through the Honorable, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, that, 
unless an affirmative answer be returned by ten days, he will be constrained 
to visit Managua for the purpose of demanding his passports, preparatory 
to quitting the Country under instructions. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Chargi d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to William 
L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States - 

No. i8 Leon, Nic-4 RAGUA, March 8, 1833. 

Sir: I submit to the Department a recent letter from Rocha, Secre¬ 
tary of Foreign Affairs in Nicaragua,® evading a definite answer to the reit¬ 
erated request from the President for the appointment of some other person 
in M"^ Marcoleta’s place, and the reply,^ which I have felt it my duty to 
make- Should the government here force upon me the ultimatum, suggested 
by my instructions, there are still circumstances, in connection with the 
health of my family, which will deter me from attempting the journey to 
San Juan del Norte for some months. Thus I may be in a position to advise 
the Department of any sudden and important turn in political affairs. 

1 have the honor to be [etc.]. 

^ This omitted portion argues at length, and very respectfully, referring to international 
practices, that the request of his government should be complied with. 

2 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received April ii. 

^ Dated February 23,1853, but not included in this publication. See note 5, p. 332, above, 
this part. 

* Dated, also, March 8, 1853, above, this part, doc. 1235. 


Felipe Mohna, Costa mean Mtmster to the Umted states, to WtiLiam L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ’ 

Washington, March g, 1853 . 

The Undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Costa-Rica has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Plonorable 
W. L. Marcy’s letter of yesterdayinforming him, that having been ap¬ 
pointed Secretary of State of the United States, Mr. Marcy will be prepared 
to receive any communication, that Mr. Molina may think proper to address 
him in his official character. 

The Undersigned hastens to return his respectful thanks to the Honorable 
Secretary for his politeness. And, availing himself of his kind permission, 
takes this early opportunity to lay before Mr. Marcy copies of the Memoirs 
that Mr. Molina has published, at different times, with regard to the pending 
questions between Costa-Rica and Nicaragua, and between the former 
Republic and that of New-Granada. 

The Honorable Secretary is no doubt aware, that the Government of 
Costa-Rica has for the last three years been soliciting the friendly mediation 
of the United States in reference to the disputes with Nicaragua: that this 
request was cheerfully granted: and that negotiations on the subject were 
opened and are being carried on. 

The Undersigned has been likewise instructed, to solicit the exercise of 
similar good offices, on the part of the United States Government, for pro¬ 
moting the settlement of the points at issue with New Granada; and, in com¬ 
pliance with that order, the Undersigned, now begs the Honorable Mr. Marcy 
to have the goodness of submitting to the consideration of His Excellency 
the President, the earnest request of the Costa-Rican Government, for his 
friendly interference in this subject. 

The above mentioned publications, containing detailed statements of the 
foundations on which the claims of the Republic of Costa-Rica rest, on the 
one and the other case, the Undersigned ventures to hope that the Honor¬ 
able Secretary, at his best convenience, will be pleased to look into those 
documents. 

The Minister of Costa-Rica embraces this opportunity [etc.]. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received March 10. 

2 Not included in this publication; its purport is here adequately revealed. 





Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 12 Guatemala City, March 26, 1853. 

Herewith I send enclosed ® copy of a Treaty unauthorizedly signed in 
Brussels, on the 14th April 1852 by M' L. Veydt Consul General of Guate¬ 
mala, residing in Brussels, and the Commissioners of the Belgian Company 
of Colonization of Sto. Tomas; with a memorandum which served as a basis 
for this Treaty, also the Resolution of this Government, withholding its 
assent to said treaty, and a note of IVB Rodriguez, Secretary of State, accom¬ 
panying these documents. 

It appears that the Belgian Colonization Company of Sto. Tomas, not 
having been able to fulfil the engagements entered into with regard to the 
Colony; the Government of Guatemala, by its Secretary of State, sent a 
memorandum to M' Veydt, on the subject of that colony, in order, that the 
Company might renew their efforts to promote its welfare, and prevent its 
threatened dissolution: and in view of the friendly dispositions therein 
manifested on the part of the Government of Guatemala, the treaty was 
concluded. But, this Government has notwithstanding, declared the Con¬ 
tract forfeited, and now refuses to ratify the Treaty. 

Great efforts are, however, being made to place the Colony of Sto. Tomas, 
which is in the vicinity of Belize British Honduras, under more powerful 
influences, and I am informed, from a reliable quarter, that the British 
Consul has, by directions of his government, interposed the influence of his 
office, to obtain the ratification of this treaty, and several notes have been 
interchanged between the Minister of State and the British Consulate, on 
this subject. It is for you, to determine on the consequence of these 
measures. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 13 Guatemala City, April i, 1853. 

In my despatch N° 12^ in reference to the affairs of the Belgian Colony 
of Sto. Thomas, I said, I was informed that the British Consul had by direc¬ 
tions of his Government interposed the influence of his office to obtain the 
1 Dpsnatrhpfi. Guatp.ma.la. voL •i. Received Mav 2.'?. 



original, addressed to the Minister of the Interior, by the British Consul 
General,^ in which he emphatically asserts, that his instructions were most 
positive, not only to support, hut even to state, that her Majesty's Government 
might see itself compelled to insist upon the ratification of the convention of the 
14th of April 1852 founded as it was upon the Memorandum of the 2gth of 
November 18^1 which he thinks is a sufficient proof of the importance attached 
to that document. 

Now, as the ratification of this treaty would imply a right to the perma¬ 
nent establishment of an European Colony, by which means also, it would be 
brought under more powerful influences, than the Belgian Government could 
exert in its favour, and as it would be in direct opposition to the principle 
advanced by Monroe, which it is the duty of every American to sustain, 
I have judged proper, to bring it under your immediate notice. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 


1240 

Jesds de la Rocha, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John Bozman 
Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua ^ 

[TR.4NSLATION] 

Managua, April 5, i 8 sj . 

1 had the honor to receive and bring to the attention of the Supreme 
Director General the despatch of Your Lordship dated the first instant,® in 
which you urge a reply to your previous communications relative to the with¬ 
drawal of the Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua, Don Jos6 de Marcoleta, 
requested by the Honorable President of the United States; and in conse¬ 
quence thereof, I have been advised to inform Your Lordship in reply: that 
the reason Your Lordship’s despatch of March 8^ last has not been answered 
is that the Government wished to make a definitive answer in the light of the 
decision which might be reached in the matter by the Legislative Chamber, 
to whose attention it had been referred, and to which was sent in turn your 
last letter urging prompt action on the part of that body; up to the present 
date no agreement has been reached upon this matter. 

In making the present acknowledgment to Your Lordship, I have the 
honor to state that the Director General intends to employ Senor Marcoleta 
upon another imporant mission, should the present administration of the 

^ Not included in this publication. Its important contents are here revealed. 

-Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. IQ. 
below, this part, doc. 1242. 

2 Not included in this publication. «Above, this part, doc. 1235. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United, States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to Jesus de 
la Rocha, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Managua, April 6, 1853. 

The undersigned, Charg6 d’Affaires of the United States of America, 
acknowledges the receipt of the note of last Evening- from the Honorable, 
the Minister of Foreign Relations, giving some explanation for the delay 
in replying to his official communication of the 5‘1“ ult°,^ in which a day had 
been specified for a definite answer to a request from the Government of the 
United States. 

The subject of the appointment of a person, in place of M*" Marcoleta, 
seemed, for several months to have become a sort of juggle of State, and now, 
when the Supreme Director has resumed a just control over it, the under¬ 
signed is at a loss to understand the object of making known to him the pur¬ 
pose of employing M*" Marcoleta on some other important mission, should 
the President of the United States in view of the positive action of his dis¬ 
tinguished & patriotic Predecessor, be disinclined to renew a correspondence 
with Nicaragua through this gentleman. It is the unnecessary blazon of a 
fact, in which neither the undersigned nor the Government, represented by 
him, has the least possible concern. All that the United States Govern¬ 
ment, benevolently inclined, without any special favorite, to promote the 
interests of the States of Central America, has asked, is the withdrawing of 
Marcoleta, and, in case Nicaragua prefers to maintain friendly relations, 
the substitution of some other Minister. 

The Honorable M*" Rocha has been pleased to inform the undersigned, that 
his last communication of the ins-‘^has been sent to the Legislative Cham¬ 
bers; but there can be no longer need for hesitation on his part since the note 
of last Evening. Leaving the responsibility of this abruption of the diplo¬ 
matic relations with Nicaragua, on her refusal of a request, reconcileable in 
all respects to Courtesy and justice, the undersigned asks passports for him¬ 
self, wife, children & servants, and if the occasion should require it, when he 
is prepared to leave, a letter of safe-conduct. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i, enclosed with Kerr to the Secretary of State, No. 19, 
below, this part, doc. 1242. ^ Above, this part, doc. 1240. 

® Apparently an incorrect reference to the note of March 8, 1853, above, this part, doc. 
1235. 

^ Not included in this publication. For its purport, see the first sentence of Rocha's note 
to Kerr, of April 5, 1853, above, this part, doc. 1240. 



more to his satisfaction, after a residence of two years in Nicaragua, to have 
asked an audience of leave at some time convenient to the Honorable M*" 
Rocha, when he might have expressed to His Excellency, the Supreme Di¬ 
rector, his best wishes for the general progress of the Country and the success 
of its actual administration. 

The undersigned forbears to press upon the attention of the Honorable 
M"' Rocha and of the Government of Nicaragua many important questions, 
involving the personal rights and property of his Countrymen here. These 
will be left to the parental oversight of the Government of the United States, 
ever ready to cherish and guard the enterprise of American Citizens every 
where. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 
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John Bozman Kerr, United States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to William 
L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 19 Leon, Nicaragua, April 8, 1853. 

Sir: It was impossible to disabuse the Government of Nicaragua of the 
idea, that hH Marcoleta, under new credentials, would be received again, and 
on the 6^*^ Inst,^ as it will be seen in the accompanying correspondence with 
the Minister of the Foreign Relations at Managua, I made a demand for 
passports. This was not exactly what the members of the government ap¬ 
peared to have anticipated, as they had hoped to temporize with me, and 
thus to escape from the necessity of any decided answer, till advices could 
be received from the late Minister at Washington. There was characteristic 
unfairness towards me in professing to have referred this matter to the 
Legislative Chambers, when Marcoleta had probably had long since his 
instructions to present himself at Washington under a new commmission. 

This reference of the subject to the Legislative Chambers was a mere 
subterfuge, as their organization precludes the possibility of independent 
action. The Senate of Nicaragua consists of eight members, and the House 
of Representatives of ten only. In case of a refractory demonstration in any 
quarter the Executive names the person for some official post, & thus either 
body is rid of his presence. The seat, by the very act, is vacated, & it is not in 
the power of the one named to decline. It is as well to understand this in view 
of gross exaggerations sometimes set afloat at home by very enthusiastic 
gentlemen "who profess to refer to high-toned public sentiment in Nicaragua. 
No such thing, in our sense of the term, exists, & before it could well find 

^ Desoatches. NicaraErua. \'ol. i. Msit? r-? 


on a mere question or local jealousy between Leon & Granada. After all 
the professions, in regard to Marcoleta, it would not surprise me to see 
him superseded by Castellon, a pestilent person just now for the dominant 
faction, & whose appearance at Leon, even under the judicial ermine, is sug¬ 
gestive of some revolutionary movement. M"" Castellon was the favorite 
candidate of Leon at the recent election, & Gen^ Chamorro, who took his 
oath of office on the i®* inst, would be pleased to have him somewhere over 
the seas. 

This same gentleman was named President of a provisional government for 
the three States under a bulletin from the Convention at Teguzigalpa in 
Honduras some months back; but like Gen^ Cabanas, actual President of 
Honduras, he saw nothing tempting in the offer. It is much more to the 
purpose of certain persons to use the question of Nationality for selfish and 
revolutionary objects than to give it an honest and hearty support. The 
Convention has adjourned recently with no result whatever, and since the 
withdrawal of the British Charg6, M*' Chatfield, the politicians are in a sad 
dilemma, as they can raise up no bugbear of English influence, behind which 
they can hide, as heretofore, their own malversation. 

Salvador has by a decree, within the past ten days, denounced this assem¬ 
blage at Teguzigalpa and rejected for the present all thought of being linked 
with Nicaragua & Honduras, liable, as these States are at any moment, to 
turbulence and outbreak. It would be difficult to conv^ey to the Department 
an adequate idea of the low estimate, placed by the other portions of Central 
America, upon Nicaragua. I am well convinced, that the mode, heretofore 
pursued by the Government of the United States in accrediting a Charge 
d’Affaires to Guatemala, with special instructions in regard to the other 
States, would comport better with our interests. It would help to keep alive 
the sentiment of Union, truly National, as embodied upon their coin by five 
volcanoes with the bow of promise. Sooner or later this union will be es¬ 
tablished on a firm basis; but it must be the result of calm conviction. No 
foreign interference can either create it at once or mar it eventually. 

All over Central America an expression of opinion, ever so modest & con¬ 
siderate, from a foreigner would now be received with distrust. This feeling 
is a natural one among these people; but since they have commenced to real¬ 
ize our acquisitions from Mexico on this coast, it has been greatly aggravated. 
Besides such extravagant ideas are ripe in regard to designs on Cuba, that in 
every American from the North their fancy conjures up a future master of the 
soil. The feverish apprehension is fed on every occasion by injudicious per¬ 
sons, partly in a sportive mood, highly reprehensible in view of the foreign 
capital here; while it is greatly urged by others, again, in sober seriousness. 


John Bozman Kerr, United, States Charge d'Affaires in Nicaragua, to William 
L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[extracts] 

No. 21 Leon, Nicaragua, May 31, 1833. 

Sir: Having closed my relations with Nicaragua, under instructions from 
the State Department, by a demand for passports,^ the Government here pro¬ 
fesses to regard it, as a harsh & unnecessary measure. I carried forbearance 
to the furthest verge of the discretion, vested in me; & they would still insist, 
it is of my mere notion. In direct correspondence with irresponsible per¬ 
sons, as openly avowed in the official Gazette some time back, it was a settled 
purpose to refuse the request for M"" Marcoleta’s recall made on the i®* of 
September last, & more recently, when the Supreme Director expressed his 
intention to transfer him to some other post of a delicate & responsible 
nature, in case he were not received again, there was an evident disregard of 
comity towards the government of the United States. It was a matter of 
their own, & the announcement, in advance, made it savour of offence. The 
right to make such a request without entering into details & arguments was 
too apparent to be denied after the first note, & it appears to have been 
conceded by Gen^ Chamorro.® . . . 

Tomorrow I leave this City with friendly expressions of regret on the part 
of the inhabitants after having been called to act in times of great excitement, 
when two provisional Governments claimed power within the State. . . . 

Your obedient servant. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 


[extract] 

No. 14 Guatemala City, May 31,1833. 

... A solicitous care is entertained by the rulers of Guatemala, at the 
progress of the United States, their fears lead them into the most absurd 
anticipations of danger, their precaution evinces a desire to preclude all 
chances of qaiitact with the American people. A proposal has been made to 
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oteam communicaiion uetween xsmpa ana ranama, connecnng aii me 
States in Central America, but was rejected by this Government, notwith¬ 
standing that the contract has been effected with Costa Rica and San 
Salvador: the rulers, it is alleged, not being desirous, that the country should 
progress too rapidly, but remain stationary, for the present, which is the only 
state, apposite to its circumstances. 

Another proposal has also recently been made, on behalf of a company to 
be organized in New Orleans, which has for its object, to connect the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans, by means of a plank or rail road, from Ystapa to Ysabal, 
via the City of Guatemala, but the present rulers, to all such projects are 
averse, and will not yield assent to a contract of this nature, especially with 
North Americans;—they are aware ^ that the North Americans will come and 
take their country, but they will not extend a helping hand to the subjugators 
of their Native land; pleading as an excuse, that when the country, becomes 
densely peopled, then will such requirements be achieved. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to A. Dudley Mann, 
Assistant Secretary of State of the United States - 

New York, August, ii, 1853. 

My Dear Sir: I hasten to apologize for having troubled you yesterday 
without necessity, forgetting that coffee is duty free. 

When I left Washington, it was for a few days only; but unforseen engage¬ 
ments have kept me here; and I have remained, on the reliance that if wanted 
at the Department, you would let me know. 

Have you anything new to tell me about Central American affairs? I 
have heard that you intend throwing Costa Rica over board and adjusting 
the difficulties in regard to San Juan, irrespective of our claims. But I can¬ 
not persuade myself that this is true. I shall be very obliged for any infor¬ 
mation that you may feel at liberty to afford me, consistently with duty. 

With very high regard, I am [etc.]. 

^ This is unquestionably the word in the original from which this despatch was copied. It 
seems strange that he would use this word. Apparently “afraid ” would have conveyed his 
meaning. 

Notes from Central America, vol. i. No receipt date appears on the file copy. 



No. 3 San Juan, Nicaragua, August 28, 18^3. 

Sir: I arrived at this place yesterday afternoon at half past four O’clock. 
From Pensacola, on the 27*^ ulto, I briefly acknowledged your despatch 
(my instructions) No. 3, of June 17*^,^ which, by hand of Mr. Beelen, I had 
had the honor to receive at Mobile— 

As there are a few points in that despatch upon which I beg leave to re¬ 
mark, I will, for convenience, refer to them by numbering the paragraphs in 
which they are found— 

In paragraphs Nos. 3, 4, 5, & 6, you discuss, briefly, the Treaty with Great 
Britain, of April 19*.’^, 1850, in relation to Central America. In my opinion 
as sustained at the time by my vote in the Senate, and since expressed, both 
in the Senate & to yourself, that Treaty was a grave and unfortunate error, on 
the part of the United States, even supposing we derived from it all the ad¬ 
vantages claimed by Mr. Clayton; for, not only was it, in its conception, 
progress, and stipulations, an abandonment of a most important and long 
cherished principle of American foreign policy; but it seemed to me, then, as 
it seems still more clearly now, that little of the forecast of a statesman was 
required to discern in that stipulation which excludes us, as well as Great 
Britain, for all time, from Central America, either the pernicious germ of 
bad faith in its observance, or of necessity for the open and formal abroga¬ 
tion of it, which a few years, at farthest, must develope. Besides, it is 
equivocal in its terms—more so, I think, than any diplomatic paper I have 
ever examined—bad, in that respect, to unsophisticated minds, as such 
papers usually are, settling nothing; but leaving everything to construction; 
and placing that construction at the very head of “the glorious uncertainties 
of the law,” by the most (it must be hoped not designedly) undiscriminating 
use, as convertible terms, of geographical and political designations of 
boundary, widely different in meaning, the most remarkable, I really believe, 
to be found upon any record.— 

So much, in my opinion, is the best that could, even in anticipation, be 
said of this Treaty. But, from our later and present point of view—that is, 
of the possibility of “yielding to the construction given to it by the British 
Government,” as indicated by Lord Clarendon, and the Queen’s Advocate, 
whose communication you have sent me,—I not only agree with you that 
very few of the objects which constituted our inducement to enter into that 
compact, have been obtained”; but I am wholly unable to discover that we 
have obtained any object whatever, which is, or can be, at all useful or de¬ 
sirable to us.— 

1 Despatch^, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received September 12. 

® Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1030. 



thing like certainty, what construction the British Government would give 
to this Treaty, I was, yet, unable to anticipate anything but trouble, as well 
between Great Britain and ourselves, as in establishing, on a desirable basis, 
our relations with the Central American States, from the attempt to observe 
its stipulations in good faith, I indulged the hope, therefore, not unmixed 
with anxiety, I confess, that the interview with Mr. Crampton, which you 
informed me you expected to have in a few days, would result in an under¬ 
standing, between the two governments, that the Treaty should, at the 
earliest practicable day, be abrogated. And now, that the construction of 
the British government, such as I understand it to have been made known 
to ours, through the communications of Lord Clarendon and the Queen’s 
Advocate, already alluded to, is known, that which was my hope before, 
is now little less than conviction that such an understanding is unavoidable 
—that the Treaty must be abrogated. For, while we cannot, without a total 
abandonment of a main principle of our foreign policy, to which almost every 
preceding Administration, and the present especially, has emphatically 
pledged our government, yield a hair’s breadth to the British construction 
of the Treaty; the alternative is forced upon Great Britain of maintaining 
her possessions. Bay Island Colony, Mosquito Protectorate, “Greytown” 
Municipality, and all, in their integrity, by force of arms, or of “backing 
out’’, unconditionally, from every material position she has assumed.— 

What I have said, or shall say, upon this important question, with the 
settlement of which I have not been charged, and even to the discussion of 
which I have not been invited, will, I trust, not be regarded as an unneces¬ 
sary boldness, nor as an unwarrantable obtrusion of my own views upon the 
Counsels of the President or yourself. For, although in the performance of 
the circumscribed duties of my mission, I may not have, directly, to deter¬ 
mine any material point involved in this main question; yet, as British 
claims and influence, undoubtedly, constitute the principal, if not the only, 
complications in the negociations with which I am specifically charged, in 
Central America, which are likely to prove serious or embarrassing, it is, 
indirectly, of much importance, if not indispensable, that I should be pre¬ 
pared, at least so far as the principle of action is concerned, to meet such 
contingencies as those complications may probably, or even possibly, give 
rise to. 

There is, of course, no quarter in which I can legitimately seek, nor from 
which I can properly receive, the means of such preparation, save the views of 
the Executive, by whose Authority I am to act, and whose policy I am to 
carry out. So, I have resorted to an expression of my own views, as the 
mode which seemed best adapted to elicit those of the Executive, in a form 


in this matter”—the construction of the Treaty.—I am not at all unaware 
that, no matter what may be his own views, the Executive, alone, is not 
competent to abrogate a Treaty, nor to authorize me to disregard its pro¬ 
visions. But, to be in possession of his views, and satisfied, as I am, of 
the influence they must have, in this regard, when made known to the next 
Congress, whose meeting is so near at hand, would leave me with a clearer 
path, and a freer hand, in such arrangements as I might find it necessary to 
make, preliminary to any material movement; while, in the light thus af¬ 
forded, the latter might, with advantage, and without impropriety, be 
withheld from consummation, until the Congress should have had time to 
respond to the Executive's recommendation.— 

To any a priori doubt, or disregard, of the difficulties I have anticipated, 
and would provide against, I think a sufficient answer may be found, which 
may serve, also, as an instructive suggestion, in the fact mentioned in your 
paragraph, that the Treaty with Nicaragua, of 3*^ September 1849, has 
not been ratified by our own Senate, because the 35‘.^ Article, relative to the 
Canal, was considered at variance with the Treaty with Great Britain, of 
April 19*^ 1850! Apart from the extraordinary concession, thus made to 
one government, — a transatlantic one, that a subsequent convention, not to 
our advantage, with her, should override, & cause the rejection of, a prior 
convention, greatly to our advantage, with another government— an Ameri¬ 
can State, —and that, too, in the face of the long cherished, and often pro¬ 
claimed, policy of the United States, that the relations among American 
States should be regarded and settled as American questions, exclusive of 
any transatlantic voice or influence,—we are here presented with a remark¬ 
able, and to ray mind a most humiliating, spectacle— the policy of Great 
Britain forced upon us, in contempt of a cherished principle of our own, and her 
will permitted, against our interests, not to modify merely, but, absolutely, to 
determine, our relations with another American State! If such be the first 
fruits of our concession to Great Britain of a voice equal with ours, and a 
partnership with ourselves, in establishing our own footing in Central 
America, what are we to expect of it, when, carrying out her traditional & 
uniform policy, she shall appeal to it, as a precedent, for any claims she may 
choose to set up in future? We must be hard, indeed, to convince, if we have 
to seek far for an answer—farther, at least, than her present construction of 
the unfortunate Treaty itself; and deaf, it seems to me, to the voice of reason 
and of interest, if we can postpone to a distant day the work which recent 
experience thunders in our ears, as a remedy for the past, so far as injuries 
such as these are remediable, and, at any rate, as security for the future. 
To my mind, our concession in this case, furnishes to Great Britain, certainly 
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ancient or modern, that, with her, the prescription of today, becomes the 
precedent of tomorrow”; and I have yet to learn that she has ever forgotten 
or failed to avail herself of any advantage which could, by possibility, be 
claimed from it.— 

In this connection, and with the same general view, I beg leave to recall 
your attention to your 8*.^ paragraph, in which you refer to the propositions 
submitted, jointly, by Mr. Webster and Sir Henry Bulwer, to Costa Rica & 
Nicaragua, for the settlement of the boundary disputes between those two 
States. As we are well informed, although Costa Rica accepted those prop¬ 
ositions, it was with a reluctance scarcely less than that which caused 
Nicaragua to reject them. The determining cause of the opposite results in 
the two cases, was, probably, the influence Great Britain was then supposed 
to exercise in the former State; and the strong aversion to her, and a distrust 
of kind offers at her hands, in the latter, naturally arising from those injuries 
and insults she has so long and previously suffered, in the form of spoliated 
territory, repudiated sovereignty, and the most degrading personal chastise¬ 
ment inflicted upon her citizens, all from the same British hand; for which, 
while a pasvsing commercial interest, alone, as the motive, the power of the 
strong over the weak is the sole excuse. Be this all, however, as it may, 
though not unworthy of serious consideration, the propositions themselves, 
having been rejected, are, I suppose, no longer the subject of a pending nego- 
ciation; and any steps, for having them before the two States for considera¬ 
tion, would constitute a proceeding de novo. And, here, a question arises, 
to my mind a serious one, and for an answer to which I am in indispensable 
need of your special and explicit instructions.— In submitting the same, or 
similar, propositions to Costa Rica and Nicaragua, is it your wish and view 
that this shall be done, as before, as the joint offering of the United States 
and Great Britain, or as coming, now, from us alone? If as the latter, then 
I should have no difficulty; for I, alone, as the representative of the United 
States, would be competent to act. But, if as the former, then, as there is 
no British Minister in Central America, and as I could not act alone, the 
proceeding would have to emanate from some other source, perhaps from 
Washington, again. As to these propositions, themselves, viewed by me, 
dispassionately, though necessarily in ignorance of their whole scope and 
bearing, they seem to me to constitute an equitable settlement of a dispute 
which has long been not only profitless, but vexatious, alike, to the imme¬ 
diate parties to it, and to other States, our own among them; and, as such, 
apart from instructions to do so, I should be much pleased to be instrumental 



in inducing their acceptance of both. The satisfaction I should have in 
effecting such a result, however, would, as you have doubtless inferred from 
the proceeding, be seriously diminished, if not wholly destroyed, should it be 
required of me to do so, either in conjunction with a British representative in 
Central America, or as the agent of a British American commission sitting 
at Washington or London. Indeed, I regard the principle of excluding all 
agencies not American from intermeddling, either for settlement, or agita¬ 
tion, in American questions, as so important, if not actually vital, that I 
am unable to discover any thing like an equivalent for it, in any advantages, 
present or prospective, either to Central America, or ourselves, to be derived 
from this settlement of boundaries, desirable as I admit this to be; and, 
assuredly, nothing whatever, in any quarter, or of any character, to warrant 
or permit, on our part, any farther disregard or abandonment of such a prin¬ 
ciple, than that which, in contrast with our professions, may, however 
humiliating the confession, be truly said to disgrace, already, the annals of 
our diplomacy. In v/hat light the two States, in question, now regard those 
propositions, or how far time for reflection, and prolonged experience of the 
evils of unsettled boundaries, may have inclined the one to reiterate its ac¬ 
ceptance, or the other to reverse its rejection, I am, of course, unable to 
speak with confidence. But, I am aware of no ground for supposing that 
Costa Rica would, now, be more exacting, or less desirous of an amicable 
settlement, than before. On the contrary, I have received such assurances 
from her Minister at Washington as induce me to believe that what was then 
a reluctant assent, would, if now met by Nicaragua in any thing like a cor¬ 
responding spirit, be given as a cordial acquiescence. And, as I have, all 
along, been of opinion that the main obstacles in the way of acceptance by 
Nicaragua, were the natural aversion and distrust with which Great Britain 
had inspired her, thus tainting with offence whatever might come from such 
a source, however fair its seeming, I am not without hope, nor altogether 
without other reasons for believing, that the same, or similar, propositions, 
now submitted by the United States, alone, and sustained by such additional 
reasons as time has developed, would induce her, also, to accept. The high 
character given to me, of the present Supreme Director of Nicaragua, and 
the gratification expressed at his election, by Mr. Molina, gave me good hopes 
that a better understanding, and kinder feelings, had already sprung up, and 
would gather strength, between their two States. This, should it prove true, 
would, of course, greatly facilitate the success of the propositions.— 

In the hope that your own views will not materially differ from those I 
have expressed, I await your farther instructions; not failing, in the mean 
time, to avfiil mvsplf nf •moono onrl 


nized by us in Central America; for, really, I cannot help regarding it as a 
question paramount to, & taldng precedence of, every other, at present, in 
establishing our own relations with the States of that Isthmus.— 

The general object and very basis of my mission, particularly as referred 
to in your 15*.^ paragraph, fully warrants, it seems to me, the practical views 
I have suggested. Regarding the whole as an American question, looking 
to the completion of an American circle of States, for reciprocal benefits & 
mutual protection, & inculcating a wholesome jealousy of foreign interfer¬ 
ence, you say: “This association of the American States, looking to their 
mutual welfare and repelling the meddling interference of the governments 
of another Continent, may not inappropriately be denominated American 
policy. The advantages of being included within such an association, when 
presented to the people of the Central American States, cannot fail to be 
appreciated by them.” Approaching these States with the propositions 
here embodied, and sustained by the arguments in their favor, which are so 
naturally and abundantly suggested by their mere announcement, I should 
have the very best and highest hopes of seeing them accepted, not only with 
readiness but with cordiality and enthusiasm; that is if the propositions 
should have a fair field for appreciation, in their true character & import, 
and I be disembarrassed of all circumstances which might argue inconsistency 
on the part of the authority by which I acted. But how would these propo¬ 
sitions read under the shadow of a British flag? and that flag not only tol¬ 
erated but invited to be present by their author! And what answer could I 
give when asked how Great Britain came into this Council for the formation 
of an “association of American States” and the adoption of “the American 
policy”? To neither Honduras nor Nicaragua, especially, (both of whom 
have long suffered & are still suffering spoliation and insult at the hands of 
Great Britain) could the propositions be made to seem what we really mean by 
them? So, both of those States might, with no little show of reason, retire, 
bitterly exclaiming: “This is not the entertainment to which we were in¬ 
vited!” And the three other States, though not so deeply or directly ag¬ 
grieved, could hardly fail to follow their example—certainly not, if they 
have sympathy enough with them for the proposed association.— 

This cannot, I think, be considered as giving exaggerated prominence or 
importance to the position of Great Britain in Central American affairs, even 
as conceded, if not invited, by our own government, within the last few 
years. If so, what means our Treaty with her of April 19, 1850? ViTiat 
means our refusal to ratify a prior Treaty with Nicaragua, because it was in 
seeming conflict with this? What means our association with Great 
Britain in the task of adjusting that most delicate of all questions, a bound- 


and influence on the American Continent—or with the true purpose of my 
mission, to form an “association of American States”, and the adoption of 
“the American policy”? How shall this inconsistency be avoided? How 
shall my mission be made free to accomplish its true objects, so important 
to American interests, which can be regarded as truly protected & secure in 
their progress towards full development, only when “the American policy” 
shall have boldly asserted, and fully maintained, its supremacy on the 
American Continent? I am convinced that none of this can be, until Great 
Britain shall, indeed, be entirely excluded from Central America a consum¬ 
mation which Mr. Clayton claimed, and General Taylor, doubtless, believed, 
to have been the achievement of the Treaty of April 19, 1850. Whether, 
now, as a practical measure, such “a consummation so devoutly to be 
wished ” can be better attained under the Treaty, by enforcing Mr. Clayton’s 
construction of it, by arms if necessary, or, without it, by its speedy and 
formal abrogation, coupled with utter and practical repudiation of all British 
pretensions, thereafter, is a question for the Executive and Congress to 
determine. In my own opinion, as already expressed, abrogation, as it will 
be the simpler and more manly and direct, so will it prove, in the end, the 
more peaceful & effective.— 

In conclusion, I repeat that this expression of my own opinions, has been 
intended, solely, to shew the Executive wherein I most need instruction, 
and, thereby, elicit it in such form, & with such explicitness, as may prove 
most useful to myself, & efficient in promoting the interest of our common 
country. And in this motive, I trust, both its freedom and length will find 
some excuse, at least, if not in tire justification. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Solon Borland^ United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 4 San Juan, Nicaragua, August 2 q , 1853 . 

Sir: ... I find Mr. Fabens, our new Commercial Agent, established here, 
and have had several interviews with him, in relation to the state of affairs 
and of feeling at this place. He informs me that the idea of maintaining 
any form of government here, either independent, or in the name of the 
Mosquito King, is now abandoned: and that, alike, by those who have, 
heretofore, played at the farce of government, here, and of the British Vice 


at the mast head of his boat. Heretofore, I am informed, he has, invariably 
and with some ostentation, used the Mosquito flag. We had some conver¬ 
sation; but he alluded neither to his official position, nor in any way to the 
government question. I saw, yesterday, the Marshal of the Municipality, 
a very black Jamaica Negro, who, somewhat humourously, alluded to the 
government and his own official position; saying that he was, now, all that 
remained of the municipality of “Grey Town”; and that, as his only pur¬ 
pose, at any time, had been to earn a subsistence, he was ready, now, to 
enlist under any government which would pay him. Upon the whole, after 
having seen the town and its inhabitants, and learned their condition and 
character, I should really be only amused at what has taken place here, 
were it not that it has been made to play so conspicuous a part in the diplo¬ 
matic and other transactions of our government, and its employes; at the 
same time that I am not wholly free from mortification, on my own account, 
at having been led to attach so much importance to an object so really 
insignificant. . . . 

I have the honor to be, with high respect [etc.]. 
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Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 5 Managua, Nicaragua, September 20, 1853. 

Sir: . . . My address to the Director,^ if time can be given for its perusal, 
will, I trust, be found to represent fairly, though feebly, the views of the 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received October il. 

The omitted portions of this despatch told of his trip from San Juan, his arrival at Man¬ 
agua, the preliminary arrangements for his reception, the Director’s friendship for the United 
States, and other matters not pertinent to this publication. _ _ 

* Because of the unusual character of this address, the important part of it is, contrary to 
practice, copied below: 

[extract] 

ilTr. Supreme Director of the Republic of Nicaragua: 

.’ ! .' The principle, of which I am speaking, has been long since embodied and par¬ 
ticularly set forth, in the United States, in a political formula, familiarly known there, 



President. Of its length, and the number and character ot the subjects it 
discusses, in each of which particulars it may be unusual and undiplomatic, I 
have only to say, that the circumstances of the time, of the place, and of the 
people, made it desirable, if not indispensable, just as it is, in order to cor¬ 


and of some celebrity in other parts of the world, as "the Monroe doctrine"; so called, 
from the distinguished patriot, President from r8i6 to 1825, who first enunciated it in 
distinct terms, and gave it the imprimatur of his high official sanction. 

As this doctrine, so familiar in name and so important in principle, has, to some 
extent and in some places, been both misunderstood and misrepresented, permit me the 
use of a few words, for what I understand, and feel authorized to declare, its true mean¬ 
ing to be. The first official announcement of this doctrine was made at a time, when 
there was reason to believe that the Monarchies of Europe, chagrined and alarmed at 
the progress which republican government, of which the United States had set the 
first example, was making upon the American Continent, and at the influence it was 
likely to exert upon the affairs of the world at large, had formed an alliance among 
themselves, and intended to use their combined power, for the purpose of reintroducing 
their system of government, here; and, as a first step, to reconquer and restore^ to the 
crowns who had lost them, what had been provinces, colonies, and vice-royalties, but 
were, then. Republican States, who had thrown off the foreign yoke, and established their 
independence. This purpose had more immediate and direct reference to the, then 
recent and heavy, losses, in this respect, which Spain had sustained, and of which you 
were part; and, had it been accomplished, you would have been brought again, and 
probably now be groaning, under the yoke of Spanish tyranny. As the oldest, largest, 
and most po%verful, of the American family of Republics, the United States, seeing the 
danger, felt it to be her duty and her right to stand forth, in the name and behalf of free 
principles, for the protection of the American Continent against the, then meditated, 
reintroduction of the European system of government. What may then have been the 
precise effect of the position, thus, assumed by the United States, upon this purpose of 
the Monarchical Alliance, I do not undertake, at this time, to say; but, certain it is that 
no active or organized effort was ever afterwards made, to execute it; and the whole 
scheme, from whatever cause, proved abortive, and was abandoned. 

Such as I have stated as the position assumed by the United States on this occasion 
was only one part of the declaration of President Monroe in his message to the Congress. 
He went farther; for, as he said himself, his object was not merely to meet the exigencies 
of the particular occasion, and defend against a present and pressing evil; but, he deemed 
it important to announce a principal [jfc], and establish upon it a rule of action, forall time 
to come, whereby we should be made safe and secure, in the enjoyment of our heritage of 
independence and freedom, against any European aggression or interference. This he 
did, by declaring, in addition, that, from that time, the American Continent was not to 
be subject to colonization, or Governmental occupation, by any European power; and 
that should any attempt be made to violate this principle, the United States would 
regard it as an act dangerous to her own welfare, and treat it accordingly. These 
two were the declarations of the President, on this subject; and, in substance, as I have 
briefly stated them, make up "the Monroe doctrine". And, although no formal response 
to this was made, by the Legislative Department of the government, as no immediate 
occasion required a response in words, it was, nevertheless, received as the true doctrine 
of the country, and everywhere adopted by the People; commended, as it was, to their 
hearts by its bold and gen^ous spirit, and to their judgements by its patriotic forecast and 
practical wisdom. This is still the doctrine of the United States; it is still dear to the 
hearts of our People—perhaps dearer now, than at any former period, and regarded by 
thern as of more immediate interest. And they have recently inaugurated a Chief 
Magistrate who, not only entertains the same opinions and feelings with them, but is 
pledged to their assertion and support; and those high qualities of head and heart, for 
which he is distinguished, afford perfect assurance, at home and abroad, that every 
pledge will be redeemed, in letter and in spirit, by deeds as well as words. In the appro- 
pnate language of your honorable Secretai^ of Foreign Relations, such a President and 
his Administration are “eminently American.” Their deeds, in harmony with their 



to protect and promote; and that you recognize and feel, in its true spirit, the strong 
sympathy which should make us friends and brothers, of the same great family of Amer¬ 
ican republics; I claim to see a common pathway open before us, upon which we shall 
march together, onward and upward, in the generous career of national prosperity for our 
countries, and individual happiness for our people! 

One more word, about the aggressions of the monarchies of Europe upon the American 
Continent, and their interference in the affairs of American Republics. So far as en¬ 
croachments by force are concerned, I feel assured that, in view of “the Monroe doc¬ 
trine’’, as recently reasserted by the United States, and as we certainly, now, mean to 
enforce it, there is little or no danger to be apprehended—none whatever, I may confi¬ 
dently assert, if you and our other sister Republics shall concur and cooperate with us, 
as we trust you will. But, there are other forms of encroachment and interference, 
besides forcible aggression upon your territory, contemptuous repudiation of your sov¬ 
ereignty, ruthless spoliation of your rights, or barbarous outrage upon the persons of 
your citizens. Those other forms are hypocritical professions of friendship, deceptive 
offers of assistance & advice, and malicious misrepresentations of the intentions of your 
neighbors and natural friends. The others failing, as fail they must, against a power 
which can repel and crush them, there is reason to believe that these last will be tried— 
indeed, that, to some extent, they have, already, been attempted. It is against arts 
like these that I feel authorized, and in duty bound, in justice alike to your country and 
my own, to caution and warn you. What reliance shall a Republic have upon profes¬ 
sions of friendship from a Monarchy? As between individual men, there may be 
confidence and ties of friendship between people living, respectively, under a Monarchy 
and a Republic. But, I speak of them as political organizations—as governments—each 
founded upon principles antagonistical to the other—each holding its own form to be 
best—each knowing and feeling that the very existence, much more the prosperity, of 
the other is, to itself, a reproach and an injury. As such, there can be no common 
interest, no sympathy, between them. They are natural eneniies; and it is beyond the 
power of diplomacy to make them otherwise. All profession to the contrary, come 
whence it may, is deceptive; all agreement to be otherwise is a “hollow truce.” You 
and I, Sir, both well know, from the dealings our governments have had with European 
Monarchies, the bitter truth of all I have said. When they come to us, then, leaving,_as 
they have now begun to do, their arms behind, with professions of friendship, and with 
offers of assistance, and advice (all for our good!) let us not rnerely recall to mind, but 
act upon, the warning of the Trojan Prophetess, when the wily Greeks sought by un¬ 
worthy strategem, what they had been unable to achieve by valor and by force: “ Timeo 
Danaos et dona ferentes”\ That warning was unheeded, and Troy was lost. Shall we 
be wise, in our day, to disregard a similar one, when so assailed? Let the future answer. 

But you have, doubtless, been told that “the United States are a grasping people”, 
with an unholy desire to appropriate the territory of other nations, to our own use! For, 
these are the terms by which our European enemies have characterized us, whenev^, 
for the interests and protection of republican principles, we have, happily, succeeded in 
thwarting any of their deep laid schemes of Monarchical aggrandizement. 

We are not in the habit of vindicating ourselves, by words; conscious of rectitude, 
content to let our deeds defend us. And, I know not whether my government would 
approve my departing from the rule. But, in order to a more proper understanding of 
our real purposes, and to repel a slander that may have done us prejudice, I pronounce 
the allegation to be false. And I appeal to you. Sir, who are not unacquainted with our 
history, if there be any act of ours, and all our acts are publicly recorded, to justify such 
a charge against us! All the facts connected with every acquisition of territory we have 
ever made, is open to the world, and well known. What are they? Our first acquiskion 
was in 1803, when, comparatively a small and feeble nation, we purchased Louisiana 
from France, then, perhaps, the most powerful. Mark! We purchased, and paid for 
it all that France demanded. We took not one inch of it by force. It came to us, by the 
free will of its owner, for a valuable consideration, and with the free will, also, of its 
inhabitants. It was necessary, as you know, for our outlet to the Ocean. The next was 
in 1819, when we purchased Florida, from Spain. No force was used in that case. It 



my presentation, although treated with civility, I not only heard from reliable 
sources, but found from other mute, but ever significant, signs, that suspi¬ 
cions were entertained, alike by the government and the people, of the 
good faith and intentions of our government, and much prejudice and ill 

was a fair business transaction, and all—vendor, inhabitants, and purchaser, were 
satisfied. It was worth nothing to any other nation, and we paid me it certainly its 
full value, $5,000,000. Ne.xt came the annexation of Texas, in 1845. There was surely 
no force used to bring that about; nor was it a purchase. It was the voluntary union 
of two contiguous Republics, who believed their mutual^ welfare would, thereby, be 
promoted. Happilj', the result has justified the expectation. But even mis was not 
done in haste, nor with a grasping hand, by the United States; for Texas, herself, had, 
several years before, proposed it. But when, in our estimation, the time was appro¬ 
priate, and there existed no just cause or impediment why the two might not be joined 
together, the Union was consummated. Then it was, that a European Monarchy, 
having sought and failed to snatch so rich a prize, from the influence of repuphcanism, 
and appropriate it to her own purposes of gain, in the bitterriess of her own disappoint¬ 
ment and chagrin, charged the United States with rapacity, in making this acquisition. 
It so happened. Sir, that I stood near the British Minister, in the Senate House at Wash¬ 
ington, at the moment of Texan annexation; and I heard him give, what, perhaps, was 
original utterance to the phrase, which his Countrymen so habitually repeat, in a spirit 
of reproach, that “the United States are a grasping people." Much must be excused, 
however, to defeated policy, thwarted avarice, and disappointed ambition! Our fourth, 
and last, acquisition was the territory we received from Mexico, at the close of our war 
with her, in 1S48. Did this, on our part, show avarice, or a grasping disposition? If 
so, wherein? \Ve forbore long with Mexico, before we went to war with her. We sought 
every fair and reasonable means to avoid it. We had liquidated balances due us, on 
account, which she had long since acknowledged to be due. In the hope of adjusting 
them satisfactorily, we sent a minister of peace to represent us near her government. 
Unwisely, she refused to receive him; insultingly she repelled our offers of amicable 
intercourse; and, without the usual warning, of a declaration of war, invaded our terri¬ 
tory, and murdered our citizens on our own soil! Then it was, and not ’til then, when 
forbearance had ceased to be a virtue, we made war upon her; and, as was certainly 
allowable in doing so, we not only defended our own, but carried the war into the heart 
of the enemy’s country. Without going into detail, it is enough to say that Mexico 
was conquered, and lay' helpless at our feet. Did we show ourselves a grasping people, 
then? If it had been our will, the whole territory was ours; and it might have remained 
so, for all time, and, as I am well assured, with the joyful freewill of a large majority of 
its inhabitants. But, w'e demanded no more then—made no harder terms at the close, 
than we had done at the beginning of the war: “ Indemnity for the past and security for 
the future.” But Mexico, y'et, owed us large sums of money, and had no means, save 
territory’, to pay’ us with. She had not even money enough to carry on her government 
for half a year, if we should restore it to her. What was our course towards her, under 
these circumstances? Did w’e demand tribute; and, in default of its payment, manifest 
our grasping disposition, by' retaining all her territory, as we might easily and without 
reproach have done? _ Far from it. On the contrary, we forgave her the debt she owed 
us; and then, purchasing from her, with her free consent, certain distant portions of her 
territory, which were, not only of no value, but rather a burden to her, at a price which 
was conceded, by all, to be large, at the time—the amount of $15,000,000, we gave her 
back her country, and her government, returned her captured arms and munitions of 
war, retired from her borders, and left her richer and in better condition, every way, 
than when the war began. The Treaty which ended the war, and made peace between 
the two countries, was, I do not_ hesitate to say, far better for Mexico, than for the 
L nited States; e.xcept in the consciousness it affords that we acted, not with justice only, 
but with unexampled generosity towards a sister Republic, that should always have 
been our friend. \\ as this, in us, avarice of acquisition, or ambition of aggrandizement? 
If so, I am_ proud of such reproach as it entails upon my country. . . . 



mam fact, I could not be mistaken; although, I might not be able, were I to 
attempt it by means of a written communication, to furnish the particular 
evidences, or transfer, with full force and distinctness, to your mind, their 
impressions on my own. I may cite, however, the general failure, on the 
part of the authorities, to make those formal demonstrations of respect, to 
which, as a rule, they are so addicted, which, indeed, are regarded as the 
custom of the country, and which were never before with-held, from any of 
our representatives, here, although of inferior grade. Expede Herculem! 

There were causes for this, of course; and, although I have not yet had 
time or opportunity to investigate them, so as to form a reliable judgement of 
their character, I think I may, without fear of doing great injustice, mention 
some of them, even now; reserving what else I may have to say of them, or 
of others, until I shall be more thoroughly and more reliably informed. 

Of these causes, the first seems to have been the course of Mr. Squier, 
who, while Charge here, is said to have made extravagant promises, impos¬ 
sible of fullfilment; and, in relation to the failure of which, in order to ex¬ 
cuse himself, during his subsequent visit to this country, on private business, 
he is supposed to have given explanations unfavorable to our Country. 

In the next place, the suspension of Mr. Marcoleta’s diplomatic functions, 
and the recall of Mr. Kerr, without explanations of any kind, so as to enable 
the government, here, to understand whether our dissatisfaction was with 
her or with her Minister, &c. seem to have excited very unpleasant feelings. 

Again, the dispute between this government and the Transit company, 
which persons in the United States, and certain foreign (American and other) 
residents in this country, seem interested and active in fomenting, and which 
has, now, reached a degree of great bitterness, here, seems to have con¬ 
tributed no small share—at least, of prejudice against citizens of the United 
States. 

And then, the course pursued by certain of our citizens, some transient 
and others resident in the country, in treating both the people and the 
constituted authorities, here with occasional—even habitual, rudeness and 
contempt, has done no little mischief. 

Such causes as these, though they may be trivial in themselves, & would 
have far less weight, if any at all, in a country different from this; yet here. 

United States. The soil has been occupied there, and a foreign government instituted 
over it, not under your laws, but in derogation of them; but none of this has been done 
by the United States; nor by any one acting under our authority, or with our approval. 
On the contrary, we have regarded the whole proceeding with disfavor and regret. The 
only occasions on which we have, in any way, connected ourselves with that proceeding, 
have been when, finding the rights of our own citizens, pursuing their lawful business 
under your authority, about to be sacrificed by the lawless acts of the misguided indi¬ 
viduals who defied it, we interposed the arm of our Naval power, to restrain the wrong 
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jealous ot tneir rignts, ana proveroiaiiy suspicious anu t;A.L,iLauic, nicic can 
be no doubt, that impressions have been made, unfortunate for them, and 
unfavorable to those who, in good faith with kind feelings, and for legiti¬ 
mate purposes, may desire to have dealings with them. 

In addition, still, to these, I discovered indications of another cause, 
graver in its nature than the foregoing, lying deeper, I fear, than I have yet 
been able to trace it with certainty, and serving, perhaps, as the ready <& 
fertile soil in which the other and lesser ones take root, and attain a rank 
and rapid growth. I allude to our Treaty with Great Britain, of April 19, 
1850. It is a troublesome question with us; but, as well as I have learned, it 
is, if possible, even more offensive to this people, than to its most decided 
opponents (of whom I claim to stand in the front rank) in the United States. 
It seems to have given form and color to other circumstances, as ground to 
suspect the good faith of our professions of friendship, and of our support of, 
what they well understand, and are keenly alive to as, the “Monroe-doc- 
trine.” And, as an appendage to this cause, of the same family, and hardly 
less offensive, the propositions, j'ointly from Great Britain and the United 
States, for the settlement of boundaries between this State and Costa Rica, 
gave rise to much dissatisfaction; while the bitterness of feeling, they natu¬ 
rally aroused, is said to have been still more exacerbated, by the hasty, 
abrupt, and dictatorial manner, in which the offer was made. This last has 
been represented to me, as very closely resembling the process, so familiar 
to most of us in our younger days, of holding the nose, with other kindred 
appliances, to force physic down the throat of a refractory child. 

But, whether I am right or not, in tracing it to its true causes, (of which I 
shall not claim to be sure, until I have inquired farther), the state of feeling 
here, which I have described, certainly existed. And, in consequence of it, 
as you will readily understand, I was placed in a position which, to me, was 
both delicate and difficult. To one more experienced than myself, it would, 
perhaps, have been less so. As it was, I had to meet it, at once. My ad¬ 
dress to the Director, preceded by a conversation, substantially similar, 
two days before, with the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, exhibits the manner of 
my doing so. I hope it will not fail, intirely, of the approval of the Presi¬ 
dent. For, while, with a different and less feeble nation, such a course might 
not have been either necessary or proper, I think it need not be apprehended 
that, in this instance, under the circumstances, and in view of the peculiar 
character and condition of this People, that any of the proprieties of our 
position have been compromised. 

If I am not wrong in the foregoing, I have abundant reason to be satisfied 
with its result, so far. From the time of the delivery of my address, a com- 
olete & decided change, in the denortment of thp Dirpr+nr fir of all ni-liprc 
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be placed upon the expressions of satisfaction, even of high gratification, 
public and private, and upon corresponding attentions, alike from the head 
of the government, and all others who claim to be distinguished here, my 
course has served the purpose intended, and enabled me to put the mission 
on a footing agreeable at present, and favorable to future desirable 
results. . , , 

The feeling of enmity against Great Britain, strong as I expected to find 
it here, is even stronger and more exasperate than I was prepared for. The 
mere mention of her name, yesterday, was sufficient to raise almost a whirl¬ 
wind of passionate denunciation. 

This morning, I was invited to the first interview, on business, with the 
Director. The particular subject was the position of Mr. Marcoleta, at 
Washington. I was asked whether, if reaccredited from this government, 
he would be received by ours. This led to a somewhat protracted conversa¬ 
tion, which ended in my giving an affirmative answer, as, under the circum¬ 
stances, my instructions authorized me; and, on my own account, I added 
that, when my government should be informed of such reasons for it as I 
should communicate, I thought his reception would be a cordial one. My 
reasons for this, were these: Mr. Marcoleta, passing me at San Juan, pro¬ 
ceeded me to this place by a few days. He was most honorably received by 
the government, and, very evidently, enjoys its confidence and respect, in 
an eminent degree. Perhaps, no man in the State, whether native or not, 
occupies a better or stronger position, in these respects, than he does. In my 
opinion, no external cause—nothing indeed short of some suicidal act, which 
he is not likely to commit, can shake him in that position. This government 
is convinced that he has, already, rendered good service to the State, and is 
better qualified, than any one else they can employ, to promote the interest 
of their foreign relations. And what, perhaps, confirms them in this con¬ 
viction, is the enlistment of their feelings, as well as their supposed interests, 
in his behalf. As additional evidence of their estimation of him, they pro¬ 
pose, now, to send him, not only to the United States, but, also, to France 
and Rome. Under these circumstances, I did not deem it appropriate to 
adhere to the letter of my instructions, and proceed the assent of our govern¬ 
ment to his return, by the suggestion that the appointment of some other 
person would be more acceptable to us, or might be more useful to them. 
As he was to return (for I do not believe they would have appointed any one 
else) it seemed best that no asperity should be thrown in his path, especially 
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tion, with us, existed, which he could, easily, have kept up, and increased. 
On the contrary, however, he has cooperated with me, in inducing the oppo¬ 
site state of feeling, and aided materially, I feel sure, in establishing our pres¬ 
ent favorable relations. He is pledged, not to me only, but to the Director 
in my presence, and publicly in speeches, to do all in his power to cement the 
close friendship of the countries, believing, as he says, that such a course is 
the most favorable to the interests of Nicaragua. He speaks of leaving 
here for the United States, between the middle and last of next month. 

In further conversation with the Director, at the same interview, he said 
that he had in hand the question of boundaries with Costa Rica; and, from 
what I could gather from an outline of his views, they do not, I think, as 
presenting a practical question to the States, differ widely from those of the 
propositions, which were submitted jointly by the United States and Great 
Britain. He seemed pleased, when I told him I was authorized to offer our 
advice, as friends, in that settlement, and quite willing to receive it, especially 
when I added that it was in no way from Great Britain, this time, but solely 
from the United States. 

He called my attention, also, to the San Juan and Mosquito questions, and 
desired my views. I said the same to him, as to you in my No. 4,^ upon the 
immediate question of the “Greytown” corporation. He seemed disposed 
to follow my suggestion, of taking early possession of the place, in the way 
of which, I am more and more assured, there is now little or no difficulty. 
But he seems disposed, and I think properly, to connect that measure, as 
much as practicable, with the boundary question with Costa-Rica; so that, 
as I suggested to him, when the question is once settled, at all, it may be con¬ 
sidered to be finally disposed of. For, if any loop hole be left open. Great 
Britain, by operating, in some way, upon the feelings of Costa Rica (and her 
influence is not extinct there), might, still, find some pretext for a foothold— 
the protectorate of a sovereign State, it might be!—to enable her to foment 
strife among these impressible people, and find her own interest, in some way 
known only to her policy, by proving their incorapetency to independent 
government. 

For the settlement of the general Indian question, I suggested the views 
contained in my instructions; and I was gratified to find he concurred in 
them, substantially; as he will, I trust, be able to carry them out, in practice. 

Lpon these several subjects, I shall have further conversation with the 
Director; and, as we proceed in their discussion, I shall advise you of all, that 
is of interest to our government, which transpires. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Above, this part, August 29, 1853, doc. 1247. 


Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, September 26, 1853. 

The Undersigned Minister of Costa Rica thinks it his duty to trespass once 
more upon the time of the Honorable Secretary of State, with reference to the 
long pending negotiation for the adjustment of the differences between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, and of the questions concerning the Mosquitto Coast. 

The Government of Costa Rica apprehends that there is a disposition on 
the part of the American Government to confine the negotiation with Great 
Britain, that Mr, Buchanan is going to take up again in London, to that part 
only which regards the Mosquitto Territory and the port of San Juan del 
Norte; without making any arrangement respecting the conflicting claims 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 

Heretofore the constant policy of this Government has aimed at disposing 
of all those matters in one general settlement, in order to meet the interests 
of the several parties concerned; and the Undersigned, with due respect for 
the reasons that may have suggested a change of views, does not hesitate 
to say, that in the opinion of his Government, the course formerly pursued, 
would still be the most consistent with justice. 

But should a different one be adopted, and supposing that in consequence 
of an arrangement with England the port of San Juan should be transferred 
to Nicaragua, the Government of Costa Rica flatters itself, that such a trans¬ 
fer shall not be made but under certain qualifications, with a view to pre¬ 
serve the claims of Costa Rica to one half of the same port and to the other 
objects in litigation, unimpaired and unprejudiced. 

Since the occupation of San Juan by the Mosquitto, on the i®.^ of January 
of 1848,2 the position of Costa Rica as regards her differences with Nicaragua 
has become a highly disadvantageous one; owing to the support that the 
pretensions of the latter Republic have derived from the formation and estab¬ 
lishment of the American Company holding the Canal and Transit Charters, 
and from the opinions expressed in official documents, in favor of Nicaragua, 
by Mr. Squier, when he was Charge d’Affaires of the United States in that 
Country. 

Hence it follows that the transfer of San Juan to Nicaragua, if done with¬ 
out any qualifications would no longer be a restoration of the ancient state of 
things, when the contending parties (Costa Rica and Nicaragua) were both 
left to their own ressources and titles, each of them unaided by foreign inter¬ 
vention ; but that on the contrary, it would operate as the consecration of a 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. _ 

2 Tn nonurrifton nricrinnl nf fViic tVllR flatp annpars tn liavP hp.pn first Written. 


new state of things decidedly injurious to one of the parties: a result at vari¬ 
ance with the avowed policy of this Nation, which professes an equal friend¬ 
ship and impartial regard for each of the contending Republics. 

The deferences shown by Costa Rica, on previous occassions, to the advice 
of the American Government and her readiness to terminate the existing 
difficulties, by any means in use among civilized nations, are circumstances 
which the Undersigned trusts, will always be remembered as entitling that 
country to the regard and kind offices of the United States. 

On this reliance, the Undersigned ventures to request that Mr. Marcy 
will have the goodness of addressing particular instructions, if necessary, to 
the distinguished Representative of the United States near Her Britannic 
MajesW. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


1250 


Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 


No. 6 Managua, Nicaragua, October 8, i8s3. 

Sir : . , . The ne.xt day (Sept. 27) I was invited to an interview with the 
Director. 

. . . I proposed that we should first consider the terms of a Treaty 
betvveen the two governments, upon the general basis of those between the 
United States and some of the other Central American States; in order that 
we might have a good platform to stand upon, when we should come to the 
adjustment of other and minor questions. To this the Director readily 
assented, and proposed, as the best mode for saving time and coming at some¬ 
thing definite and precise, that I should prepare the pro jet of a Treaty, such 
as I would like. This I undertook; and shall do at the earliest practicable 
day. It cannot be done, however, in time for a copy to accompany this 


1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. _ Received October 28. 

The four omitted portions of this despatch cover twenty-five handwritten pages. The 
• u’ Borland s request, through the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, for an interview 

■Rith the Director, and attention is called to the enclosed correspondence thereto. The 
second, states thaq at the bterview, Borland was informed that the settlement of the dis¬ 
pute DeU\een the Transit Company and the Nicaraguan Government had been referred to 
im, and that an agreement \ras then made to postpone discussion on this subject until a 
ater sta^ of the diKourse. The third, reports that, in agreeing to accept the Director’s 
request that he should adjust this dispute, Borland states that if he took any part at all in 



/ina, in view or wnat i may oe able to accompiisn in tne proposea i reaty, 
permit me, again, to refer to the Bulwer-Clayton Treaty, as the anticipated, 
and now encountered, obstacle in the way of much more which might be done, 
of a character reciprocally and highly advantageous to us and to this coun¬ 
try, and which, surely, I cannot mistake in supposing to be much desired, 
alike by our President, and by a majority of our people, even larger than the 
unprecedented one which placed him in power. Nor have I any more reason 
to doubt that, in the same high quarters, there obtains a corresponding con¬ 
demnation of the ill-advised and ill-constructed obstacle to the gratification 
of this patriotic desire. I call it ill-advised, because all the advantages 
claimed from it, on our part, fall far short of its glaring injury to our inter¬ 
ests ; and ill-constructed, because each of its two authors gives it an interpreta¬ 
tion diametrically opposed to that of the other, and it is difficult elsewhere, 
to find any two persons who can agree as to its true meaning; while, indeed, 
there are more single minds than one, and of high intelligence too, among 
our own countrymen, who, after careful and candid examination, are unable 
to arrive at any other conclusion than that, if it have any practical meaning 
at all, it is the exclusion, at present and in all time to come, of the United States 
from every portion of Central America; Great Britain remaining, the while, 
in undisturbed possession of territory there, at least half as large as England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, together, and portions of it most valuable, and com¬ 
manding for naval and commercial purposes, seized and colonized even since 
the date of the Treaty! 

I know very well that such a construction as this is not, and will not be, 
admitted by our present Executive or Congress, and would never be sanc¬ 
tioned by our people; but it is equally true, that just this construction, 
contended for by Great Britain, and opposed by us, presents the point of 
practical difference between the two governments; and that, until one party 
or the other take a long and humiliating stride backwards and downwards, 
or the Treaty be abrogated, this point of difference must remain. With what 
result it would so remain, we standing still, while Great Britain steadily ex¬ 
tends her possessions, and strengthens her position, time, alone, can disclose 
with certainty; but, surely, no states-man would put his reputation, however 
high, at much hazard, by predicting, from it, serious and irretrievable injury 
to a government like ours, the necessity as well as the law of whose very 
existence, is rapid enlargement — in this direction. 

Although I may be transcending, in some degree, the legitimate functions 
of my mission, by repeating, perhaps for the third time, discussions, which 



I trust, some allowance will be made, for such a freedom, to one who, while 
a member of the Senate, thought he foresaw, more than three years ago, this 
coming evil, and, together with one who is distinguished now, as your col¬ 
league in the Cabinet, as he was, then, as a Senator, sought to strangle the 
monster while yet in embryo; especially so, and that the earnestness with 
which I press my views upon your notice, will be the more readily excused, 
since I am here, upon the very theatre where this evil, which I so strenuously 
strove to prevent, was to play, and is playing, its hurtful part; and where, at 
every turn, I am forced to see, and at every step to feel, a verification of my 
apprehensions of its malign influence upon the interests of my country, in 
the obstacles it constantly opposes to my performance of duties which would, 
otherwise, be comparatively easy, and could hardly fail to be useful. 

The particular application I would make of this general condemnation of 
the Treaty in question, is to the obstacle I am made so sensibly to feel, and 
which it opposes to the favorable and desirable terms I could, I think, now 
obtain, in the proposed Treaty with Nicaragua. This obstacle out of the 
way, my projet would not only embody the provisions of our Treaty with 
Salvador, which you recommend as a model, but I would embrace in it, also, 
substantially, the provisions of Mr. Rise’s special convention, of June 21, 
1849, giving us the exclusive right of way across the Isthmus &c. And from 
what I now find the sentiments and temper of this government to be, I enter¬ 
tain no doubt that such a proposition would be readily and cordially acceded 
to. In view of this, when I reflect upon the causes which render me power¬ 
less to be the instrument of so much good, and especially upon the influence 
which pressed those causes into activity, words fail me, or the only true ones 
would be inadmissible, to express my sense of the extent and depth to which 
important interests of our country, in this quarter, have been sacrificed— 
or, at least, injuriously postponed, and put at imminent hazard, by conces¬ 
sions to a power who is our hereditary enemy, and can never be our friend, 
while her memory lasts, or until she ceases to be our rival. . . . 

COSTA RICA 

Of the pending controversy between this State and Costa Rica, in respect 
to boundary, and the outline of the Director’s plan of adjustment I spoke in 
my last despatch,^ I am enabled, now, to give you something rather more 
definite, as to the plan, itself, as well as to the steps which have been, so far 
taken, towards its consummation. Accompanying this, you will receive a 
Map of Nicaragua, marked (D),^ upon which the Director has traced, in a 

^ Above, this part, September 20, 1853, doc. 1248. 

* The accoraoanvine mao has been made from a nhotostatiV rnnv of rho “Mno of Nina- 
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ry black-dotted line, the boundary he proposes between the two States, 
'ou will observe, this line, beginning, on the east, at the mouth of the 
)rado, extends, up and along the course of that river, to its junction with 
San Juan; thence, up and along the course of the San Juan, to the mouth 
le Serapiqui; thence, up and along the course of the Serapiqui, to a point 
t leagues from its mouth; thence, parallel with, and eight leagues from, 
southern bank of the San Juan, until it reaches the Rio Frio; thence, down 
along the course of that river, to the point where it enters the Lake, to- 
er with the San Juan; thence, along the southern shore of the Lake, until 
aches a point, in longitude about 85° 10', west, where it turns a little to 
outh, to the nth parallel of north latitude, which it follows to the Pacific, 
terminates at Elena or S‘? Elena Bay. 

lis line, though restricting Costa Rica to the Colorado, from its mouth 
s junction with the San Juan, is not intended to exclude her from the 
ion of the latter from that point, to its mouth; but, its accompanying 
osition is—the freedom, to Costa Rica, of the river from the mouth of 
serapiqui to its own mouth, and of the Port of San Juan del Norte. The 
ler proposition is that, on the remainder of the river, and on the Lake, 
ate of import duties shall be greatly reduced, probably one half, in favor 
Dsta Rica. 

^ comparing the map (which is a copy of Squier’s), marked as I have 
'ibed, with that of Mr. Molina, in his pamphlet on this boundary, you 
be struck with the wide difference, between the claim of Costa Rica, 
le one hand, and the proposition of Nicaragua, on the other. Considered 
spect to mere geographical lines, this difference is too great for any 
inable hope of adjustment. But, other things considered, such as the 
icter of the disputed territory, which, as I am told here, is almost un¬ 
stable and has no points for ports, on the river or Lake, or, if any at all, 
as are exceedingly difficult of access from the interior, &c. &c. the differ- 
in a practical and utilitarian point of view, is, doubtless, very much 
:ed. The large territory of Guanacaste, which has, heretofore, been 
linent as an object of contention, is, in the far greater part of its extent, 
ed to Costa Rica; the comparatively small projecting corner, which 
des Salinas Bay, passing to Nicaragua; and this last, formerly deemed 
lain feature of its value, is said not to be so highly estimated, now, by 
r state, since the idea of its becoming the Pacific terminus of the Canal 
■ansit is, in a great measure given up. 

iw far Costa Rica may be disposed to accept these propositions, I 
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tliG existing government here, which feeling I shnll omit no occa.sion to en¬ 
courage, I have hopes that each will yield much, rather than fail to settle 
amicably. Costa Rica has been notified of the appointment of the Nicara¬ 
guan Commissioners (Mr. D. Chamorro, brother of the Director, & 
Tejada), and has expressed her satisfaction with them. They are to meet 
the Commissioners of Costa Rica, in November, in that State. If they shall 
be unable to agree readily, they will, doubtless, seek advice, or submit to 
arbitration. In that case, it is probable that we shall have much to do with 
the matter; and, if so, I hope it will not be, again, as a partner of Great- 
Britain. In the mean time, what influence my position & opportunities, 
here, may enable me to exercise, shall be employed in the best direction. 

It may not be known to you, and is a fact of some value in estimating 
the chances of an amicable settlement of this question, between the two 
states, that the sectional feeling in this State, between the portion in which 
Granada is the chief Town, and that at the head of which is Leon, that the 
'"iLQTier has, at times, seriously meditated a separation from the latter, to 
unifl>^self with Costa Rica. The present Director resides in Granada, and 
may be rbjarded as the head of that section, though he is of general popular¬ 
ity; and I have reason to believe that, knowing and fearing the liability of 
this country to revolution, &c, and respecting the good example Costa Rica 
has set, in that’particular as well as others, and, desiring the advantages to 
be derived from such an association, he looks to it, in some degree, as a possi¬ 
ble contingency; and, in such a view, would do nothing to put Costa Rica at 
present disadvantage, or to render a union with her less easy in future. Since 
these things have come to my knowledge, I think I better understand Mr. 
Molina’s gratification and good hopes, upon the present Director’s election. 

HONDURAS 

When I left Washington, and until a few weeks ago, it was my purpose to 
visit Costa Rica next, after leaving this State. Information in regard to the 
condition of Honduras, however, now induces me to think I could better 
serve both her and ourselves, by going there at the earliest practicable day. 

Honduras and this State are the only ones with whom we have no Treaties. 
They are, also, the only ones that are seriously suffering, now, with either 
interior cares, or unfavorable foreign relations. On these grounds, alone, it 
were well, without delay, to place our own relations with them on a better 
footing, than they have heretofore occupied; and, to this end. Treaty stipu¬ 
lations seem indispensable. Especially is this so. as the oorts of these two 
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Dst isolated, in many respects, from the other four states; being at open 
with Guatemala, somewhat under the ban of Costa-Rica & Salvador, 
though on civil, yet not very cordial, terms with this State. Then, 
it Britain commands her whole Atlantic coast, by holding the Bay 
ids. Thus situated, Honduras may be, not unaptly, likened to some 
less animal in the wilds of Africa, hunted by Jackals; while the Lion, 
set the pursuers on, lies in wait for his prey, which must soon fall into 
apacious jaws, unless rescued by some friendly hand. This view derives 
)ort from the fact that, of all the States, Honduras seems to be the only 
now, that has not given up the idea of a reunion of the States, in a con- 
rated government. For, w’hether she be wise or not, in adhering to this 
, and seeking to reduce it to practice, is, comparatively, no matter; 
as arraying her against Great Britain, it is important, in considering of 
:auses which have placed her in her present unhappy condition, & may 
to reduce her still more; for, as it is, and always was, the policy of Great 
iin, in her designs upon this country, to effect a dissolution of the con- 
■acy, and prevent its renewal, the persistance of Honduras, in resisting 
policy, has been such as to draw down, upon her defenceless head, the 
y blows of British enmity. 

iless instigated by some cause foreign, in its real nature, to the whole 
nus, why should there be quarrels or war, between Guatemala and 
duras? Without undue suspicions, or any uncharitableness, an answer, 
)nly direct and satisfactory in this case, but comprehending much more, 
be found in the notable fact that, whenever there has been much enmity, 
especially if war has existed, between any two of these States, British 
y is found to have predominated in one of them, and been resisted in the 
. And this fact is not merely notable; but, as chargeable with many of 
vils which have afflicted these states, in the past, it should be peculiarly 
orcibly significant and admonitory to us, in looking after our own in- 
ts in this quarter, hereafter. 

t, be this all as it may, we know that the condition of Honduras, at 
nt, is a very deplorable one, both at home and abroad. And among all 
roubles, none seem to have outraged her feelings more, or, in her estima- 
struck a heavier blow at her interests, and even at her independence, than 
eizure and colonization of the Bay Islands, by Great Britain. She 
iS sympathy, and is entitled to it. She needs protection, even if it be 
ore than that afforded by intimate association, and friendly relations, 
some one powerful nation. For these, she looks anxiously, hopingly, to 
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tunGs—fEF from it. But it sggiiis that, here, har star and ours arc in con¬ 
junction; and her interests identical with ours. We have long since declared 
that Great Britain shall not colonize America; and, per consequence, if we 
are ever to do any thing more than utter woTds, that the British grasp shall 
be withdrawn from Ruatan, Bonaca &c. From the moment in which that 
outrage was perpetrated, and more loudly now than ever, poor Honduras, 
the owner recognized by us, has been demanding that this shall be done; and, 
appealing to us to see to it, not merely as a measure of right to her, but of 
safety to ourselves. Restrained, we well know she is, by want of power, 
alone, to enforce her right. Under such circumstances, what more reasonable 
to expect—what more certain indeed, than that, in establishing our relations 
with her, terms the most favorable for us, and, at the same time, equally 
advantageous to herself, would be readily, even gladly concurred in, by her? 

In visiting Honduras, for such a purpose and under such circumstances, I 
should feel authorized (whether the Bulwer-Clayton Treaty shall be abro¬ 
gated or not) to assure her that the Bay Islands are not only hers de jure, 
but that the United States will see that they are, also, hers de facto; for that 
Great Britain must and shall give them up, either under the special agree¬ 
ment of the Bulwer-Clayton Treaty,^ or upon the general principles of the 

The following document accompanied this despatch as an enclosure, or postscript, or 
afterthought: 

Memorandum from Solon Borland, United States Minister to Central America, to William L, 
Marcy, Secretary of Stale of the United States 

THE BULWER-CLAYTON TREATY 

Managua, Nicaragua, October 8,185^. 

In respect to the Treaty between the United States and Great Britain, of April 19, 
1850, a view has occurred to me, which I take the liberty of presenting for your con¬ 
sideration, as follows: 

This view, suggested by the British Construction, raises the inquiry—what was the 
object of that Treaty, and what is its basis? But one answer, I apprehend, can be given 
by either Great Britain or the United States—and that is, to encourage and protect the 
construction of an interoceanic ship canal. The stipulations for this object, as they 
appear in Article VII, had immediate and special reference to the undertaking of the 
New York Company, which had then, recently, obtained a Charter from Nicaragua. 
But, in pursuance of the general purpose of a Canal, these stipulations limited the time 
which that company should be allowed “for concluding their arrangements, and pre¬ 
senting evidence of sufficient capital subscribed, to accomplish the contemplated under¬ 
taking’’, to one year from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Treaty 
(July 4, 1850); &, that particular company failing to conclude those arrangements and 
present that evidence, within that time, the two governments, parties to the Treaty, 
“ shall be free to afford their protection to any other persons or company that shall be 
prepared to commence and proceed with the construction of the canal in question”. 

Now, it is notorious and certain that the New York Company not only did fail in this 
respect, but has not yet complied with that requirement, although more than three years. 
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nroe doctrine; each of which having been violated in their seizure & 
Dnization, 

Jut, in addition to this verbal assurance, especially as we have heretofore 
:ed so much, to that effect, and done so little, as not only to embolden 


reciprocal obligation between the parties to It? The general purpose, assuredly, of en¬ 
couraging and protecting the construction of an interoceanic Canal, in the hands of some 
other persons or Company. But what is the extent, as to time, of that purpose, as a 
basis of the Treaty? For an answer to this, we are not left to the general rule of con¬ 
struction, which allows what common intelligence would hold to be “a reasonable 
time”; though that would not vary the result, in this case; for, surely, “a reasonable 
time” has, long since, been consumed. But the Treaty, itself, in the passage I have 
quoted above, fixes, specially and definitely, the extent here required for; as much so, 
certainly, as it does the limit of one year from the date of the exchange of its ratifica¬ 
tions, for the New York Company to complete its arrangements, present its evidence &c. 
And in this; “that if, at the expiration of the aforesaid period (one year from the date of 
the exchange of the ratifications) such persons or company (the New York Company) 
be not able to commence and carry out the proposed enterprise, then the governments of 
the United States and Great Britain shall be free to alford their protection to any other 
persons or company that shall be prepared to commence and proceed with the construction 
of the canal in question”. Here, as well in reference to the reciprocal obligation of the 
two governments, as to their joint obligation to the New York Company, in considera¬ 
tion of “time, money, and trouble, expended” on the faith of promised protection, the 
time at which, and within which, those obligations shall begin and end, is clearly stated 
and precisely defined. The prescribed time of the New York Company having 
axpired by express limitation, then commenced that at and within which, also by pre¬ 
scription, the reciprocal, as well as the joint, obligations of the two governments, “to 
afford protection to any other persons or company that shall be prepared to commence 
and proceed with the construction of the canal in question When commenced this 
prescribed time? Why, “at the expiration of the aforesaid period”—that is, of “one 
(.-ear from the date of the exchange of the ratifications”—^that is, on the 4th of July, 1851. 
:\nd when were these “other persons or company” to “be prepared"? Why, at the 
’'^“rnent when the prescribed time of the New York Company expired—that is, on the 
|th. of July, 1851. So that, unless there were some “other persons or company”, then 
commence & proceed with ” the work in question, those obligations ceased 
.0 be binding upon the parties, at the same moment in which they began—that is, as 
n the case of the New York Company, expired by limitation, on the 4th. of July, 1851. 
NOW, were there “any other persons or Company” then “prepared to commence and 
iroceed with the work in question? It is notorious that there were not. And, not 
mJy so, but, although more than two years have, since, elapsed, no such “persons or 
-ompany have, yet, been known, seen, or even heard of. This, it will be observed, 
nvohes the failure not only of the prescribed time, as one of the conditions of the 
Lreaty; but, ikewise, of the consideration of value”, which could be the only other 
ufhcient condition to give it binding force and validity. If, therefore, as has been seen, 
he iailure of the time, alone, were sufficient to discharge the obligations, reciprocal and 
oint, of the two governments, m respect to the New York Company, then existing, and 
mnn *0?^ elsewhere for the accomplishment of their general purpose; 

ipon what ground ran it be questioned that the failure, not only of the condition of 
ime, but likewise, of the consideration of value”, thus embracing, alike, the prescrip- 
lon, and the reason of its conditions, discharged their obligations in resplct fo the 
f rk' f None whatever, either just or reasonable, that I can ?oTceNe of 
t follows, then, both from the prescription and the reason of the Treaty its ouroose 

Ses to itire^Sli^iTf^ ®^’?Nalent, being unattainable, that the 

arties to it are released from all the oblisrations it crpatpH anri tVio-f* 


Great Britain, but discourage the Central American states—especially this 
state and Honduras, might not a demonstration be made, with some effect, 
by sending down one or more vessels of war to the ports of Truxillo or Omoa, 

country. For ourselves, never having had, nor pretended to, any possessionsj there, it 
needed no Treaty to exclude us, up to the present time. The truth, and practical value 
of this assertion of Mr. Clayton, as it may be applicable to either party, in the future, 
remains to be tested. 

How far the President may have gone, or may go, towards the adoption of this con¬ 
struction of the Treaty, U]3on which Mr. Clayton’s assertion is based, I have no present 
means of knowing; for, neither when I left Washington, nor when you wrote me on the 
subject, were his opinions conclusively made up, in regard to it. I cannot doubt, how¬ 
ever, that not only he, but all of us, would readily adopt such a construction—if no 
more than as a grain of practical good policy extracted from a bushel of the evil of vio¬ 
lated principles—were it warranted by the terms of the Treaty, and if it could be availed 
of, as a peaceful and effective (though it might, and probably would, prove a tempo¬ 
rary,) means of protecting interests which are, daily, growing in importance, and may, 
already, be vital to us. For myself, I confess that, thus moved, and solicitous to find 
some sort of demulcent for the black and acrid draft we had been forced to swallow, I, 
at one time, strongly inclined to this construction; for, without some palliative, such a 
Treaty were, absolutely, intolerable, and would seem to furnish justification for any 
step, short of treason or dishonor, to get rid of it. But, do its terms warrant this con¬ 
struction? President Taylor thought so—Mr. Clayton says so—and I have endeavored 
to think so. Since, however, I have examined the question more closely, and in con¬ 
nection with the clear and decided views of Lord Clarendon and the Queen’s Advocate, 
which you sent me, I am not able to deny, though I have not yet brought myself to ad¬ 
mit, the opposite construction, as contended for by Great Britain. In a Treaty at least, 
“words are things’’. And, without infringing the motives of Mr. Clayton, or question¬ 
ing his patriotism, these same words fail to express, with sufficient clearness, what he 
now says he intended; whereas they have fully answered the purposes of Sir Henry 
Bulwer, at least to the satisfaction of his own government. 

But whether, in our opinion, she be right or not in her reasoning upon this subject. 
Great Britain leaves us no ground to misunderstand her conclusions —and still less, 
assuredly, to disregard the acts —not words —by means of which she, not merely pro¬ 
poses, as she plainly shows us, but has, all along, before and since the Treaty, coolly 
and boldly put in practice, to enforce those conclusions. I need not particularize. 
The United States, tacitly at least, acquiescing in Mr. Clayton’s construction of the 
Treaty, and strangely enough trusting on that construction, to the good faith of Great 
Britain,—somewhat as General Scott, before the gates of Mexico, trusted to the good 
faith of Santa Anna, that he would not strengthen his defences, during the armistice, 
though that work so fatal, soon afterwards, to many American lives, was going on, 
constantly and rapidly, under his very eyes—has, in her own good faith (which, I 
proudly thank my God, is neither Punic, Mexican, nor British) done nothing, in this 
respect, though her interests so urgently demand the most active and decided measures! 

Such a purpose, then, as I have mentioned, even if entertained in the beginning as a 
motive to the negotiation of this Treaty, has, in the course of its practical developrnent, 
been demonstrated to be intirely irreconcileable with those mutual benifits and recipro¬ 
cal obligations, which are indispensable, as the basis of a Treaty, between equals on equal 
terms; and it is, therefore, at once & wholly, excluded from consideration, as such. 

But if, admitting the logical result I have claimed for the argument, that, in technical 
strictness, this Treaty, as an obligation reciprocally and legally binding upon the parties, 
did expire, by limitation of time and failure of consideration, on the 4th of July 1851, it 
should, yet, be said that, in respect to an enterprise so vast, so important, and so pecul¬ 
iar, as that contemplated by such an agreement, neither technical strictness, nor 
extreme rigor in the rule of construction, should be resorted to or insisted on, to defeat 
it; but that good policy, as well as liberality, will regard the spirit rather than the hard 
letter of the compact, in disposing of such a question; I agree to it as a general rule; while, 
in this particular case, surely, no valid claim for liberality—for an3rthing, indeed, be- 
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about the time of my arrival in Honduras, or letting them reach there with 
despatches for me, during my stay at the Capital? If you knew these 
people—how impressible they are, you would agree with me, I am sure, that 


our government had done, but merely to give precision to the argument, which proved 
what more or less she might have done. But there was no necessity for strictness, here, 
however strong and manifest the reason which would have justified it. For, not only a 
day—but a week—a month—a year—two years! might, either, even the longest period, 
be allowed for time; and, still, this Treaty had expired, alike by limitation and failure, 
more than two months ago. How much longer would its advocates and apologists 
have us to wait for some “other persons or company” to “be prepared to commence 
& proceed with” the work? our interests suffering the while. If we should wait six 
months, why not a year—two years—ten years—twenty years? We have, already, as 
I have shown, waited more than two years. Surely, that is an indefinite period in the 
affairs of a Nation, domestic as well as foreign, in this age of the world; within which, 
as not unfrequently has happened, even in our own history, relations, limits, policy, 
even form of government, each, or all, may change; making that which, at the beginning, 
or e\'en at the middle of such a period, was eminently proper and desirable, yet decidedly 
and irreconcileably inadmissible, at its close. To bind any nation indefinitely, thus, 
is not merely to place her at disadvantage in the world’s career, but, absolutely, to 
enslave her, to the will or interests of another. To one, with character, position, wants 
and necepities, like ours, it would end in convulsions, paralysis, or death. To bind us, 
young, vigorous, growing, as we are, endowed with capabilities of indefinite expansion, 
and conscious of a necessity of existence which impels us to keep those capabilities for¬ 
ever on the stretch, to a time-worn, decaying, effete old monarchy, were, indeed, to 
tether the lithe, strong, progressive limits of youth, to the tottering, retrograde decrepi¬ 
tude of age—or, worse, to subject us to a doom, for relief from the horrors of which, the 
only appropriate prayer would be, that most touching one in all the Scriptures:— 
“Lord! deliver me from the body of this death.” Shall we longer be thus bound to 
Great Britain? Shall we, unresistingly, submit to this loathsome doom? And that, 
too, without any sort of benefit to ourselves, director contingent, past, present, or 
prospective. For, even with the construction of the Canal, I am unable to discover 
any advantage which does not inure far more to Great Britain than to us, from our 
partnemhip with her, and which we would not enjoy, in a far higher degree, alone. 
And without that, of which there seems now no prospect, the advantage is all hers; not 
a pretence, pot even a shadow, of benefit, of any kind, remaining to us; but, on the 
contrary, injury, present, increasing, incalculable—perhaps irretrievable. Why, then, 

I again ask, and how long, shall such a partnership continue? I think, if there be any 
significance in facts, or any force in logical deductions from them, I have shown that 
there is no legal obligation, on our part, to maintain it, and it is still more clear, if that 
were possible, that there is no such obligation of a moral character. 

I have said that the view, I have here presented, was suggested by the British con¬ 
struction of the Treatv: in this, that the great prominence which that construction gives, 
and the almost e.xclusive reference it makes, to the Canal, as the basis of the Treaty— 
and, as such, determining what the parties to it might or might not do, in the matters of 
occupying, fortifying colonizing &c, in Central America, are its characteristics. 

At fost sight, this might be deemed to evince liberality, on the part of Great Britain, 
towards us; for,giving this prominence,amounting almost to exclusiveness, to the Canal, 
she IS investing with importance the only consideration which, as a substantial interest 
could have induced the United States to form this partnership. A closer examination 
of It, however, suggests to my mind that it should be regarded as a stroke of policy 
rath^ than an instance of liberality, to amuse us with a shadow, while she is appropriat- 
ing the substance to hemelf. At any rate, it is certainly true that, while we are occupied 
with this figment of a Canal across the Isthmus, she is, still, and steadily, occupying all 
the territory she has ever laid claim to. unon its fertilfi snip anH ac lai-o 0= 


poweriui ana saiuLury, ah xi-a ^*.w***. **— -^ ,_u.iuiuc 

doubt that it would be sufficient for Great Britain. . . . 

I have the honor to be, [etc.]. 


True and notwithstanding all this, Mr. Clayton tells us that, by virtue of this Treaty, 
“All British dominion in the whole of Central America, extending as it does by the line 
of the sea coast nearly one thousand miles, is abandoned.” 

And yet this Treaty was made in April 1850—the Bay Island Colony was proclaimed 
in June 1852—Mr. Clayton’s speech was delivered on the 8th of March 1853—&, in 
consequence, and in special contradiction, of that speech, the opinion of the Queen's 
Advocate was given on the 15th of April, and Lord Clarendon’s letter, to the same effect, 
was written on the 27th of May, following] , j r , 

What conclusions may not Great Britain, herself, and the world following her, be 
warranted in deducing from such experiments, as these, upon our patience and credulity, 
if we remain quiet under them, and even seem to be reconciled to the incongruities they 

^^The pretension, either by herself or any one else, that Great Britain, in colonizing the 
Bay Islands, only revived and reasserted an ancient right over what Lord Clarendon 
calls “her own lawful territories in Central America”, or as dependencies of Belize &c, 
is as much too absurd, in itself, to be seriously entertained by her, as the act, of which it 
is predicated, is too fraught with grave consequences to be allowed by us. 

But two grounds occur to me, upon either, or both, of which Great Britain could, 
with any candor, claim to rest her seizure and colonization of the Bay Islands. The 
first is "the law of the strongest”— 

“The good old plan— 

Let him take who has the power. 

And let him keep who can!” 


A law which has governed her policy so long, that she may well avow it, now, and feel no 

sense of shame. , , , , . .1. r> • ■, 

The second might, perhaps, and without great violence, be deduced from the British 
construction of the Treaty. According to that construction, freedom and protection of 
the Canal being the main objects, and, almost exclusively, the basis of the Treaty, she 
might not find it difficult, especially when it suited her interests so well, to infer that, so 
long as occupation, fortification, or colonization, shall not be upon the line of the work, 
nor so near as to obstruct or control it, it might not be improper, nor within the prohibi¬ 
tions of the Treaty, to commence and maintain them. 

Although neither of these grounds may be tenable, and both would, probably, be dis¬ 
avowed by Great Britain; yet, as compared with the pretension of ancient right and 
“lawful territory”, either of them is so far superior, as to be respectable, inasmuch as 
they are, at least, substantial and intelligible. 

Much more occurs to me, which I might say, to illustrate and enforce the general 
views I have here submitted; for, the theme is a fruitful and suggestive one, alike to the 
heart and the intelligence of every citizen of the United States who, loving his country, 
is charged with the consideration of her interests. But, I trust I have said enough to 
make my views intelligible, upon the main points I desired to present; and feel son-y, 
and almost ashamed, that I have, already, written more than you may find it convenient 
to read. The foregoing, then, must suffice. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


. . . The frequent manifestations of ill will borne by the rulers of Guate¬ 
mala towards the people of the United States, educed from the editorials of 
the Oliicial Gazette, in discussing the advantages to be derived from a 
Spanish protectorate, of which sanguine hopes seem to be entertained, not¬ 
withstanding my endeavours to infuse into their minds the fact of the possi¬ 
bility of Spain herself being in need of protection, seem in my opinion to call 
for some remonstrance, in view of there being no other paper allowed to con¬ 
trovert the assertions, against the impropriety of continuing these attempts 
to impugn the principles of the United States, and it might be productive of 
the desired effect, for it is not the people of Guatemala who are inimical to 
the Americans, but the few men w’ho now hold the reins of Government and 
who embrace any mean of action to retain power, and imbue into the people, 
a feeling of hostility towards the American people and institutions. The 
precise object of these measures, is not yet divulged, but the general policy 
now pursued, leaves no doubt as to their ultimate tendency. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 


1252 

Solo7i Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 


Secretary of State of the United States - 
[extracts] 

No. 9 jManagua, Nicaragua, November lo, 18^3. 

Sir : ... At the date of my last despatch,^ I confidently hoped to have 


concluded, by this time, the Treaty, then in process of negotiation with this 
government. . . . Yet, I have not cared, particularly, to hasten it to a 
consummation; being not altogether without hope that some communication, 
from you, might enable me to impress it, before its conclusion, with better 
features than are practicable under present circumstances. . . . 

... I think a little time will bring about the desirable results. Indeed, 
despite what seems so untoward in the present aspect of things here, I feel 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received December 24. 

The omitted portion reports the visit of Spanish commissioners, and the desire for Spanish 
institutions in preference to those of the United States. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received November 30. 

The omitted portions of this despatch deal with the difficulties of mail communication, 
his contemplated trip to Honduras, and other matters not pertinent to this publication. 

^ Not included in this publication. 




powerful and salutor}’, in its influence upon them. And, as a hint, I cannot 
doubt that it would be sufficient for Great Britain. . . . 

I have the honor to be, [etc.]. 


True, and notwithstanding all this, Mr. Clayton tells us that, by virtue of this Treaty, 
"All British dominion in the whole of Central America, extending as it does by the line 
of the sea coast nearly one thousand miles, is abandoned.” 

And yet, this Treaty was made in April 1850—the Bay Island Colony was proclaimed 
in June 1S52—Mr. Clajton’s speech was delivered on the 8th of March 1853—&, in 
consequence, and in special contradiction, of that speech, the opinion of the Queen’s 
Advocate was given on the 15th of April, and Lord Clarendon’s letter, to the same effect, 
was written on the 27th of May, following! 

What conclusions may not Great Britain, herself, and the world following her,_ be 
warranted in deducing from such experiments, as these, upon our patience and credulity, 
if we remain quiet under them, and even seem to be reconciled to the incongruities they 
exhibit. 

The pretension, either by herself or any one else, that Great Britain, in colonizing the 
Bay Islands, only revived and reasserted an ancient right over what Lord Clarendon 
calls “her own lawful territories in Central America”, or as dependencies of Belize &c, 
is as much too absurd, in itself, to be seriously entertained by her, as the act, of which it 
is predicated, is too fraught with grave consequences to be allowed by us. 

But two grounds occur to me, upon either, or both, of which Great Britain could, 
with any candor, claim to rest her seizure and colonization of the Bay Islands. The 
first is “the law of the strongest”— 

“ The good old plan— 

Let him take who has the power, 

And let him keep who can! ” 

A law which has governed her policy so long, that she may well avow it, now, and feel no 
sense of shame. 

The second might, perhaps, and without great violence, be deduced from the British 
construction of the Treaty. According to that construction, freedom and protection of 
the Canal being the main objects, and, almost exclusively, the basis of the Treaty, she 
might not find it difficult, especially when it suited her interests so well, to infer that, so 
long as occupation, fortification, or colonization, shall not be upon the line of the work, 
nor so near as to obstruct or control it, it might not be improper, nor within the prohibi¬ 
tions of the Treaty, to commence and maintain them. 

Although neither of these grounds may be tenable, and both would, probably, be dis¬ 
avowed by Great Britain; yet, as compared with the pretension of ancient right and 
“lawful territory'”, either of them is so far superior, as to be respectable, inasmuch as 
they are, at least, substantial and intelligible. 

Much more occurs to me, which I might say, to illustrate and enforce the general 
\aews I have here submitted; for, the theme is a fruitful and suggestive one, alike to the 
heart and the intelligence of every' citizen of the United States who, loving his country, 
is charged with the consideration of her interests. But, I trust I have said enough to 
make my views intelligible, upon the main points I desired to present; and feel sorry, 
and almost ashamed, that I have, already, written more than you may find it convenient 
to read. The foregoing, then, must suffice. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



. . . The frequent manifestations of ill will borne by the rulers of Guate¬ 
mala towards the people of the United States, educed from the editorials of 
the Official Gazette, in discussing the advantages to be derived from a 
Spanish protectorate, of which sanguine hopes seem to be entertained, not¬ 
withstanding my endeavours to infuse into their minds the fact of the possi¬ 
bility of Spain herself being in need of protection, seem in my opinion to call 
for some remonstrance, in view of there being no other paper allowed to con¬ 
trovert the assertions, against the impropriety of continuing these attempts 
to impugn the principles of the United States, and it might be productive of 
the desired effect, for it is not the people of Guatemala who are inimical to 
the Americans, but the few men who now hold the reins of Government and 
who embrace any mean of action to retain power, and imbue into the people, 
a feeling of hostility towards the American people and institutions. The 
precise object of these measures, is not yet divulged, but the general policy 
now pursued, leaves no doubt as to their ultimate tendency. 

Very Respectfully [etc.]. 


1252 


Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to W2Uia7n L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ~ 

[extracts] 


No. 9 


Managua, Nicaragua, November lo, 1S53. 


Sir: ... At the date of my last despatch,® I confidently hoped to have 
concluded, by this time, the Treaty, then in process of negotiation with this 
government. ■ . • Yet, I have not cared, particularly, to hasten it to a 
consummation; being not altogether without hope that some communication, 
from you, might enable me to impress it, before its conclusion, with better 
features than are practicable under present circumstances. ... 

... I think a little time will bring about the desirable results, indeed, 
despite what seems so untoward in the present aspect of things here, I feel 


1 Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3 - Received December 24. Saanich 

The omitted portion reports the visit of Spanish commissioners, and the desue for bpan . 

institutions in preference to those of the United States. 

2 Desoatches Nicaragua, vol. i. Received November 3^ 

The omitted portions of this despatch deal with the diinculties of mad commumca .an, 
hJcontemplateJ trip to Honduras, and other matters not pertinent to this publicat.on. 

3 Not included in this publication. 



amplest manner, all we could desire, m the way, not only oi justice, out or 
friendly consideration. Of this, you will hardly doubt, when I tell you that, 
in a recent conference upon the pending Treaty, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, charged with that negotiation, proposed directly that the United 
States should take Nicaragua under proteciio7i; and, in reply to my inquiry as 
to how he proposed to enable us to protect her, he said he would make any 
concessions to us, which were necessary and proper for the purpose. Being 
unauthorized to enter into any such arrangement, the Conference, in that 
direction, terminated. No comment of mine is necessary to enable you to 
judge of the character, import, and available concomitants, of such a proposi¬ 
tion. Connect it with the suggestions I have ventured to make, in former 
despatches, and my own views are sufficiently explained. . . . 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 


1253 

Solon Borla?id, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extiucts] 

^'*0. 10 Managua, Nicaragua, November 25, 1853 . 

Sir: . . , Inclosed, I send you, also, the copy of a letter I received three 
days ago, from Mr. Henry Savage of Guatemala. He was, if I am rightly 
informed, once our Consul at Guatemala; and is known, I think, to your 
Department. Some of his correspondence is on file there—especially in 
relation to the affair of Tigre Island. He is regarded as a man of intelligence 
and integrity, and is well acquainted wnth Central American affairs, from long 
residence in the country &c. . . . 

. . . The rumor mentioned in his Post-script,^ about the designs of Guate¬ 
mala and Salvador upon Honduras, does not surprise me; and, if true, serves 
to confirm still more my existing impressions of the mischievous purposes of 
England in this Isthmus, as I have intimated them in former communica- 

‘ Nicaragua, vol. i. Received December 14. 

Tsie oraitt^ pcnion reports the attempted revolution in Le6n and the consequent delay 
in ai-.ion on the tr^tv, and also that he has deferred his trip to Honduras until the overdue 
uespatc.nes trcm the Secretary are received by him. 

Tii.s from Savage to Borland, dated at Guatemala City, November 4, 1853, does 
r.ct fan ivir.n.n the scope of the present publication; but its postscript regarding which Bor- 
:ar.a cc;r.n:e.nts. reads as follows: & & 

.nis ie,,er I was informed that Guardiola who is here, is to proceed to 
Lniqu:mu;a. to organize a b(^y of troops to make inroads into Honduras, and that a 
nrojec- •= entertained of partitioning Honduras between Guatemala and San Salvador. 



doubt not; Her policy being to operate indirectly, first in the subjugation of 
Honduras, and next in that of Nicaragua, by means of Guatemala and 
Salvador Costa Rica tacitly acquiescing; since she has found it impractica¬ 
ble to bring either of the two obnoxious States to her purposes, by direct 
approaches. Her seeming abandonment of Nicaragua may find some ex¬ 
planation in this. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1254 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation’] 

Washixgtox, December s, i8s3 - 

On the 24* of February 1851, the Undersigned, Envoy Extraor-dinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, had the honor of 
addressing a communication to the Hon Mr. Webster,- then Secretarx’ of 
State, the contents and solution of which, were, as they are at the present 
time, of the greatest and utmost interest to the Republic of Nicaragua. 

The documents accompanying the communication aforesaid, set forth the 
erroneous interpretation that, in the opinion of Nicaragua, Great Britain 
gave to the treaty of April 19*^ 1850: an interpretation which the British 
Government maintained, or pretended, to be identical with that given to 
said treaty by the Government of the American Union. 

The Undersigned asked the Honorable Secretary’ of State to have the 
kindness to inform him, if such were in fact, the deductions it had made, with 
regard to, the clauses and the spirit of said treaty; circumstances, perhaps, 
prevented a reply from being given. 

The Undersigned is fully convinced that the Hon W. L. Marcy appreciates, 
as well as the Government of Nicaragua, the vital interest of the matter in 
question; and he hopes, therefore, that he will have the goodness to take the 
same into proper consideration. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. ® Above, this part, doc. 1146. 



Jos6 de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, December 6, 1833. 

On the 2^ of November, 1852,^ a communication was sent to the Depart¬ 
ment of State, setting forth and explaining the means by which the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua understood and wished, that the restoration of the port of 
Sa7i Juan del Norte and of the Mosquito territory, could be duly and fully 
carried out;—modifying, in the terms stated in that communication, the 
bases signed in Washington on the of April of the same year, by the 
Honorable Daniel Webster Secretary of State, and Mr. J. Crampton, Her 
Britanic Majesty’s minister;® bases which the Senate and Chamber of 
Deputies of Nicaragua did not deem it proper to sanction nor to admit, in 
consequence of their being in direct opposition with the rights and interests 
of Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Nicaragua, who had the honor of addressing the aforesaid Communication to 
the Hon Daniel Webster, has now likewise the honor of calling the attention 
of the Hon W. L. Marcy, to the glaring evils and injuries which the actual 
state of things, in relation to said questions, originates and occasions to the 
interests of a sister Republic, who, with the utmost confidence, has placed 
and still places in the hands of the American people, the custody and defense 
of these dear and vital interests. 

One of the evils which weigh most heavily upon the state, is an enormous 
foreign debt which the Government of Nicaragua wishes to cancel; relying, 
for that purpose, upon one of the most fruitful sources of revenue, which, 
before the British invasion, were wont to feed the public exchequer with the 
annual product of the port of San Juan. 

It must not be understood by this that the Government contemplates re¬ 
establishing the maritime custom house of that port: quite the contrary: 
the Supreme Director is fully convinced of the advantages which must 
accrue from the freedom of that port; but, at the same time, he thinks it just 
and proper to restrain this advantage within certain bounds, in order to avoid 
thereby, those abuses, evils and pernicious consequences, which, from the 
of January 1848, have been continually and palpably entailed upon the 
Republic. 

Consequently, the undersigned has received express orders to call, in a very 
particular manner, the attention of the American Government to these and 
other serious evils, which, it would be very tedious to detail in this place: he 



State, the wishes which the Government of Nicaragua entertains, and the 
absolute necessity it is under, to recover its unequivocal Sovereignty over the 
Mosquito territory, and most especially over the port of San Juan del Norte, 
which is beyond the limits of the territory aforesaid. 

In order to accomplish this object, the undersigned has the honor of renew¬ 
ing here to the Hon. Secretary of State, the conditions and sacrifices to which 
his Government would submit, in order to do away, on its part, with the 
obstacles that have hitherto prevented a definite settlement of these ques¬ 
tions. 

These conditions are. 

To declare San Juan del Norte a free Port. 

2'iiy To pay, by way of indemnity, and for the extinction of any pretended 
title which the Mosquitos may set up, four per cent on the net proceeds of the 
port, for a period of five consecutive years. 

3diy 'Pq designate and to pay a life pension to the Prince or iMosquito 
Chief, either at Leon, Granada, or at some other point which may be most 
suitable to the government. 

4thiy p-Q acknowledge as lawful, the rational grants of land which may 
have been made from the i®* of January 1848 by the actual authorities of 
the pretended Kingdom of Mosquitos, with the exception of those that are in 
opposition to the grants previously made by the Spanish government, by the 
Federal Government of Central America, or by the Government of Nicara¬ 
gua; those that may be at variance wnth the rights and privileges of the 
Canal, and accessory transit companies, and those made at such points or 
localities as the State may want for forts, customhouses, barracks, ware¬ 
houses, arsenals, lighthouses, and other public edifices, such as quarantine 
hospitals, etc. 

The Government of Nicaragua understands that many grants of land have 
been made, with a mere mercantile or speculative object, and for insignificant 
considerations, the terras of which are not known, seeing that those improve¬ 
ments that are mostly called for in the port, have not been made, and that the 
obstacles against the navigation of the river, where it runs into the territory 
of the Republic, have not been removed. 

The Government of Nicaragua has full knowledge of irregularities and 
abuses which cannot and should not be sanctioned. For this reason, it will 
only acknowledge those grants that have been made for some other object, 
besides a mere mercantile speculation, and such as do not exceed those 
bounds that are compatible with reason and Justice. 

The Government of Nicaragua is not ignorant of the difficulties and com¬ 
plications which these subjects involve, and, therefore, it commits and en- 
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while the anxiously wished for settlement is pending, the port of San Juan 
del Norte might be restored to its original and lawful authority and sover¬ 
eignty, pledging itself, to carry into effect at once, that portion of the grants 
mentioned above, accordingly as it may be deemed necessary and proper. 

And in order to shew by what feelings the government is actuated, with 
regard to a brother State, that of Costa Rica, with which there happily exist, 
at present, the best relations, the Supreme Director promises, that while the 
pending questions concerning boundaries, between the two States, continue 
unsettled, Costa Rica shall enjoy perfect liberty of egress and ingress, by 
the port and river of San Juan as far as that of Sarapiqui, which leads to 
its territory. 

A commission of two individuals was formerly appointed in virtue of a 
gubernatorial decree: said commission is especially instructed to propose 
and to effect a settlement upon the most liberal bases, which will not fail 
to produce the desired result. 

With regard to the Canal and transit Company, the Undersigned begs to 
refer to his communication of November 2^ 1852;^ in as much as circum¬ 
stances, in relation to these companies, have not undergone the least varia¬ 
tion, and because at present, certain modifications are moreover required by 
mutual agreement, in the original contracts. 

In conclusion, the Undersigned begs with the utmost earnestness, that the 
Hon W. L. Marcy will be pleased to take into consideration the contents of 
this despatch. He calls very particularly his attention to that point con¬ 
cerning which the Government of Nicaragua has her most flattering hopes at 
stake, in consequence of her interests, not only material but even moral, be¬ 
ing bound up in it. This point, of such transcendental interest is the im¬ 
mediate restoration of the port of San Juan, while the questions are being 
settled, and the negotiations that are now pending with the Government of 
Her Britanic Majesty are being brought to a close. 

Nicaragua pledges herself to give all the securities and guaranties which 
may be deemed necessary, and which are in accordance with the dignity of 
the Government and of the nation. In view of these guaranties, the under¬ 
signed does not believe that any serious obstacle can be opposed to the 
accomplishment of her just and natural desires, from the immediate realiza¬ 
tion of which, depend, in a great manner, the welfare, the peace, the security 
and the good order of the Republic. 

The L ndersigned cannot do otherwise than to insist upon this main point, 
and to renew his request for the prompt and immediate restoration of the 
port of San Juan del Norte; confiding, as he does, in the justice, equity, as 

^ Above, this part, doc. 1226. 



W6ll as in the sentiments of close and cordial friendship which govern and 
unite the American Government and people, to and in favor, of their sister 
republic of Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Solon Borland^ United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[EXTR.4CT] 

No. II Managua, Nic^ragu.a., December lo, iSjj. 

Sir: . . . The Manifesto of Gen. Guardiola, a copy of which is herewith 
inclosed ,2 may be regarded, no doubt, as the act of Guatemala; and, as I 
anticipated, it has been followed up by an invasion of Honduras (in the 
province of Gracias, which adjoins Guatemala, and the acquisition of which 
has long been desired by the latter) by a body of Guatemalians headed by 
Guardiola. This Gen. Guardiola has long been regarded as the boldest 
most formidable military man of Honduras, and is much feared in that State. 
On that account, it is supposed, & I think with good reason, Carrera has won 
him to his interest, with the view of weakening, dividing, and ultimately 
subduing Honduras. Connected with this movement, the refusal of Guate¬ 
mala to carry out her agreement to send a Commissioner to meet those of 
Nicaragua, Salvador, and Honduras, at Santa Ana, to negotiate a peace &c. 
is very significant of Carrera's ultimate designs. As you will see, by 
reference to my former despatches on this subject, the present aspect of af¬ 
fairs is confirmatory of my fears that nothing favorable to peace &c. would 
result from this proposed conference of Commissioners. IMost of these 
particulars I gathered from this government yesterdaj'. They seem much 
concerned about the present state of affairs, and are sending off despatches 
to the several states involved, in the hope of preventing the occurrence of 
the threatened evils. I fear, however, they will not be able to do much, if 
any, good. They seem to agree with me that all this trouble originates in 
British influence. For myself, I have no doubt on the subject. Indeed, 
every occurrence, and the reflection of every day, but confirms my impres¬ 
sions, several times made known to you, of British machinations, which 
seem to me to be not only in violation of the spirit of the Treaty of April 19, 
1850, but absolutely devilish in their purposes—certainly so in the means 
resorted to for their accomplishment, and in the consequences that must flow 



idle and seemingly unconscious, while Great rJritam, keeping, as sne supposes^ 
out of sight, is plotting, and by secret, but active influences, doing mischief 
not only to these countries, but to our interests in connection with them? 
For, what can we do here, that will be useful to us, or to them, when they are 
involved in confusion, civil war &c? I think, if I could succeed in making 
you fully aware of the state of affairs even now, and especially as threatened, 
I would not be long without special instructions to take bold and decided 
steps. And as circumstances lead me to fear that my communications have 
not reached you, and may not come to your knowledge, before it may be too 
late for you to instruct me specifically,—and as I hear nothing whatever from 
you on the subject, a sense of duty prompts me to act as my own judgement 
dictates, in conformity with what I understand to be the general views of the 
administration, and the spirit of my general instructions. What I shall 
have to do, I cannot, of course, yet say with precision; for almost every thing 
must depend upon circumstances at the moment of action. But I trust you 
know my principles and general views well enough to be assured that I will 
not involve my country unnecessarily or improperly. If, however, in my 
desire to do right, my zeal should overleap my discretion, my government 
can revise my acts, and, if deemed proper, repudiate them, in time to avoid 
any of their evil consequences. In such an event, the responsibility would 
fall altogether upon me; and, however unfortunate and mortifying for myself, 
I should neither complain nor repine, being sustained in my own estimation, 
at least, by a consciousness of having looked only to the interest of my 
country'-, and done my duty faithfully as I understood it, “with the best 
lights before me”. . . . 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, December 13, 1833. 

The Lndersigned Minister of Costa Rica, thinks it his duty to address him¬ 
self to the Honorable Secretary of State of the United States, upon a subject 
which he begs leave to explain. 

In the able and interesting report of the Post Master General, that has just 
appeared, before the public, mention is made of an offer presented by the 
Nicaragua Company for carrying the mails between the Atlantic coasts of 
this countiy’’ and California and the Territories on the Pacific; and the 
adoption of that proposition is recommended to the consideration of the 
President. 



bcnGhts to DG derived by all the States of Central America from the establish- 
ment of regular mail communications, across that region, cannot but be 
considered by the Costa Rica Government as a ver\' desirable event. 

The Honorable Secretary will recollect, that the Undersigned, in a letter he 
addressed him, on the 2oh^ of June,^ as the Representative of Guatemala, 
took that opportunity to invite M- Marcy’s attention to the Nicaragua Line 
and to express the wishes of the Costa Rica Government, in regard to the 
establishment of mail communications with the United States and to the 
adjustment of a postal convention between the two countries. 

This overture, however, rested naturally on the supposition, that the 
claims of Costa Rica to the Port of San Juan, to the river of the same name, 
and to the lake of Nicaragua, should have been previously settled, through 
the influence and mediation of the American Government: a hope which has 
not been realized; while the simple fact of such a step having been taken by 
the Undersigned, clearly shows, that the Costa Rica Government is favorably 
disposed, in regard to the Canal & Transit Companies, and duly impressed 
with the expediency—and desirableness of the views entertained by the 
Post Master General, 

The Undersigned, trusts, therefore; that the respresentation he is about to 
make, will not be ascribed to other motives than the necessity of defending 
the interests confided to his care, and, this, he is sure, that he can accom¬ 
plish, without being inconsistent with his former acts. 

It is with much regret, that the Undersigned finds himself compelled to 
remind the Honorable Secretary of State, that the Nicaragua Company has 
never obtained from Costa Rica the right of way to navigate through the 
Port of San Juan and over the river of that name and the lake of Nicaragua; 
to which port, river and lake, the Government of Costa Rica haHng never 
relinquished its claims, the Undersigned begs leave to enter here the most 
solemn and formal protest, in the name of the Republic he represents, against 
the performance of an act calculated to give the countenance of this Govern¬ 
ment, to the proceedings of the Nicaragua Company, in violation of the 
Sovereignty of that Republic, and in disregard of her constant reclamations. 

The adjudication of the mail contract to the Nicaragua Company, without 
a previous understanding with Costa Rica, would, no doubt, have the effect 
of identifying this Government with the wrongs coramited against the 
Sovereignty of Costa Rica by the Nicaragua Company. 

All tlie efforts made, until now, to promote the adjustment of the conflict¬ 
ing claims, between Costa Rica and Nicaragua, having, unfortunately been 
ineffectual, the Government of Costa Rica, must still consider itself in full 
possession of all its original rights, and will remain so, until it has relinquished 
tfiAm hv thf» nrnvissinns of a Treatv. 


The Undersigned begs to remark, that it is not for any fault on the part of 
his Government, that such a Treaty has not long since been concluded. 
Costa Rica, in fact, cannot do more than what she has done, in proof of her 
good faith, sincerity and moderation. It must be known to the Secretary of 
State, that she has consented to make very important concessions, in order 
to ensure an agreement with the State of Nicaragua. 

The propositions made by her, under the auspices of both the Governments 
of the United States and Great Britain, were unfortunately rejected by 
Nicaragua. Costa Rica, nevertheless, still animated by a sincere desire to 
bring every question, between her and Nicaragua, to a settlement, and 
thereby to prevent the occurrence of any further difficulties, which might 
arise in whatever quarter, to the execution of the projected route, whether 
by canal or by railroad, across the Isthmus, and placing a confident reliance 
on the justice of her cause, and the impartiality of the American Govern¬ 
ment, has expressed her willingness to submit the long pending questions 
between herself and Nicaragua to the sole arbitration of the United States. 

If Nicaragua does not agree to this last mode of settlement, it surely, can¬ 
not be alleged that any difference which still subsists or which may hereafter 
arise, can be ascribed to Costa Rica. 

The policy of non-intervention on the part of the American Government, 
in the existing difficulties between Costa Rica and Nicaragua, is, no doubt, 
the proper one; but the adoption of the course now recommended by the Post 
Master General would appear to the Undersigned to constitute an evident 
departure from such impartial policy— The recognition which it would 
imply of the encroachments of the Company as against Costa Rica, would 
scarcely be consistent with such a policy, and could not fail, on the other 
hand, to encourage Nicaragua in her exaggerated pretensions and in her 
blind rejection of every reasonable proposal for compromise. 

The Undersigned, therefore takes this opportunity, to renew formally to 
the Honorable Secretary of State, the proposition which he had the honor of 
making to him, verbally, for refering this matter to the Government of the 
United States in the character of a judge and an arbitrator. 

In the humble opinion of the Undersigned, the Government of the United 
States, would in the exercise of an active and impartial mediation, between 
those two Central American States, perform an act of friendship, and justice, 
consistent with the high position, which the American Union, occupies in 
this Continent; but should a different course be found more convenient, it is 
to be trusted that this Government will not, at least, feel inclined to throw its 
whole weight on one side, to the injury of the other, as it would do, by giving. 


Solon BoTlnnd, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcv, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Managua, Nicaragua, Jayuiary ii, iSs4. 

Sir: Since my last Despatch (No. ir, dated Dec. 9.)* I have received your 
No. 7, of Nov. 18.® . . . 

Along with this despatch, I send you sundiy^ printed papers, the most of 
them official gazettes of the several Central American States. Their con¬ 
tents may serve to give you information of interest (so far as the afTairs of 
this Isthmus may be interesting) in relation to Central America. I think 
you will find, in some of them, some confirmation of the views I have, here¬ 
tofore, expressed to you, in relation to British influence, and the manner of 
its operation, in the states, especially, of Guatemala, Salvador, and Costa 
Rica. I need comment upon them no farther than to say that, here, no one 
doubts that they were written by an English hand, or, at least, dictated b\- 
an English heart. You will observe that Guatemala throws off all reserve, 
and openly denounces us, and Democracy, together. Why is this, in a State 
professing to be Republican, and which has never received anything but 
kindness at our hands? Left to themselves, as I have before remarked to you, 
the Central American States would have no cause of quarrel among them¬ 
selves; and, I may, now, safely add, they would find none against us. Vet, 
you will see that Guatemala suggests the necessiw of a union am.ong all the 
Spanish American States, for defence against us. Salvador reproduces this; 
and so, also, will Costa Rica, as soon as the paper containing the suggestion 
shall reach her. She is already condemning me for my anti-British senti¬ 
ments. If these were ordinary newspapers, I should attach, comparatively, 
little importance to them. But they are, actually and absolutely, the Ofii- 
cial gazettes, or govt, organs. All the views they put forth are those of the 
government, and published by authorityn 

Such views as these are not consistent with the repeated and apparently 
earnest assurances given me by Mr. Molina, as well before I left Washington, 
as in letters since received from him, as to the sentiments of the States (now. 
Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Salvador) he represents. Even in a letter from 
him, just received, he expresses great confidence in the beneficent influence I 
will be able to exercise in these States, and invokes it for the pacification of 
the Isthmus. And, yet, at the same time, I receive the Official gazettes of 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received Pebruary 10. 

® His No. II is above, this part, doc. 1256; but it is dated December 10, 

® Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1034. 


proposing a union among tnemseives ana omers, to aeiena against our 
agressions! Is Mr. Molina ignorant of the views of his own governments.? 
Or are those governments putting forth views to the public which they do not 
entertain? I think he ought to answer these questions. 

I learned, yesterday, from this government, that Guatemala had agreed, 
again, to send her Commissioner to the conference, for settling her disputes 
with Honduras; and that, as yet, there is no invasion of Honduras, by Guar- 
diola &c. as we had, before, been informed. The interposition of this govern¬ 
ment may have done some good. The letter, at least, is a good one. See it 
in the Nicaraguan gazette, herewith sent. 

But I have no hope of any real or permanent peace for Honduras, until 
one of three things shall have happened. Either she must abandon her free 
principles and liberal polic3^atthe dictation of Great Britain; or be swallowed 
up by Guatemala—alias Great Britain; or, under the protection of some 
strong power—alias the United States, be able to maintain her independence. 
Of the imminence of the danger of either the first or second of these con¬ 
tingencies, I can better judge when I reach Comayagua. My hopes of the 
third depend upon your answer to my suggestions, in regard to it. 

This government expresses itself as satisfied of the intire suppression of the 
(alleged) revolutionary movement, by which it was so much disturbed, a 
short time since. All, indeed, seems quiet on the surface. But there is 
reason to apprehend that this quiet does not extend much below the sur¬ 
face; and, although an outbreak is altogether uncertain as to time, its occur¬ 
rence, at any moment, would not surprise any one. 

The Constituent Assembly was to have convened last Sunday, the 8th., 
but failed to do so. It is composed of some twenty members, and about half 
that number are already here. The remainder are expected by next Sunday, 
the 15th, when the Assembly will organize. This will be a Convention to 
amend the Constitution—perhaps to remodel the government intirely [sic\. 
It will be the first of the kind, since 1838. There seems to have been some 
reluctance, on the part of some of the members elect, to attend; to meet 
which difficulty, as ^mu will see in the Official gazette, the Director issued his 
proclamation, requiring the recusants to be helped on their way, here, by a 
military escort! 

Latterly, this government has manifested, what I consider, a better feeling 
towards us, than for some time past. The Treaty, about which they have 
been so dilatory, was, yesterday, substantially agreed upon. By next mail, 

I will send you an abstract of its stipulations; and be able, at the same time, 

I hope, to announce its conclusion. . . . 

In your last despatch (No. 7-) you say that the questions presented in my 
several communications were under consideration, and tliat T 


that the answers to my suggestions about the Buhver-Clayton Treaty will 
depend upon Mr. Buchanan’s negotiations at London; and as Mr. Buchanan, 
upon arriving in England, publicly declared that “the unsettled questions 
known to exist between Great Britain and the United States, judged accord¬ 
ing to the value of the material interests involved, are not worth six months 
suspension of the trade between the two countries’’, I reluctantly abandon 
the hope that this particular question will be settled in accordance with the 
views I have, heretofore, troubled you with, and which I flattered myself 
were not inconsistent with those which the President and his Cabinet enter¬ 
tained, when I left Washington; or, if ever so settled, it will have to be at 
Washington, and, then, too late to prevent much of the mischief I think I 
foresee, or accomplish much of the good I seek. 

It is still my purpose to go to Honduras, as soon as I can leave here; which, 
if present indications do not deceive me, cannot be later than the first of next 
month. I have the less regretted my detention here, since, unfurnished with 
the instructions I hoped to receive, I should be, if there, comparatively help¬ 
less to render the real service, alike to Honduras and ourselves, I have so 
much desired. 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 
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Josi de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, January 24, 18^4. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has the honor of enclosing to the Hon. W. L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, a copy of the propositions he 
has just made, in the name of his Government, to that of Her Britanic 
Majesty, for the definite and final settlement of the matters relating to the 
Port of San Juan del Norte, the territory and Coast of Mosquitos 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 

2 The document, mentioned as being enclosed, follows; 

[translation] 

Project of settlement and object of the articles of a treaty between Great Britain and the 
Republic of Nicaragua, relative to the port of San Juan del Norte, Territory and Coast 
of Mosquitos, proposed to His Lordship, the Earl of Clarendon, by the Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary of Nicaragua in the United States and in Great Britain 

Washington, January 21, 1S54. 

.at 'T'Ld IVTnoniiitn Indians and the Other tribes who inhabit the territorj.’’ of that 
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terminated, has no doubt but that this project will elicit the fullest approba¬ 
tion of the Hon. W. L. Marcy, seeing that, while it meets all exigencies and 
protects the susceptibility of the parties interested, it likewise does away with 
every pretext for further delays, and removes all causes of future discord. 

On the other side, the government of Nicaragua, the party principally 
interested in this matter, could not continue any longer in a state of endless 
expectancy, which, without any indication of the probability of a happy 
issue, seriously compromises her dearest and most vital interests— In con¬ 
tributing its proportion of sacrifices, it contributes to the re-establishment of 
good harmony between all parties, and secures, at the same time, its political 
and commercial relations with the Great Powers. 

As the intricate questions and discussions of which Europe is now the 
theater, and the eventuality of more serious complications on the old Con¬ 
tinent, might, perhaps, compromise the desired result, the Undersigned has, 
at the same time, proposed to His Lordship the Earl of Clarendon, that he 
would be pleased to authorize, if he deems it proper, Her Britanic Majesty’s 
Minister Plenipotentiary in Washington, to proceed, conjointly with the 
Undersigned, to negotiate and adjust a treaty upon the bases herewith en¬ 
closed;—bases which were agreed upon at Managua, in September 1853, 
between H. E. the General Supreme Director of Nicaragua and the Hon. 
Solon Borland, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States in Central 
America. 

24 The territory and Coast of Mosquitos shall form, for the future, a department of 
the Republic. 

^ 34 The port of San Juan del Norte shall be replaced under the authority and sover¬ 
eignty of Nicaragua. 

4*^“ The same shall be declared a free port. 

By way of compensation Nicaragua engages 

I"* _To exercise a special protection over the Indians; to promote their moral and 
material instruction; and not to molest nor trouble them, on account of any act anterior 
to the ratification of the treaty. 

2’^ To pay to the Indians four per cent, on the net produce of the duties of import, 
for the port of San Juan del Norte, during five years. 

34 To aw’ard to the Mosquito Chief an annual pension for life, in proportion 
to the salaries received by the functionaries of the Republic. 

44" _ To recognize as legitimate the grants of land, which have been followed by 
occupation, made since the of January 1848, provided that said grants are not in 
opposition 

a) to those made by the Spanish Government, by the confederacy of Central 
America, and by the Government of Nicaragua, nor to the rights which the Canal Com¬ 
pany has enjoined until now. 

8) to those that have been made in localities which the Government of Nicaragua 
might want for Wharehouses, Custom houses, barracks, arsenals, fortifications, 
light houses and other public edifices. 

5 ^ Those grants will not be recognized which have been made before or after the 1®* 
184^1 speculative and mercantile purposes, and the excessive extension of 
which leads to presume the existence of such an object, 




Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the American Union, in this matter, 
avails himself of this new opportunity [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Guatemalan Minister to the United, States, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, February 14, 1854. 

The Undersigned Minister of Guatemala regrets very much that he is 
constrained by his official duty to engage the time of the Honorable Secretary- 
of State on a matter of an unpleasant nature. 

Information, from reliable sources, has reached this Legation, that on the 
4*^ instant, the American schooner “M. L. Rogers”—“Captain Rogers”— 
was cleared at the New York Custom House, bound for the port of Omoa in 
the State of Honduras, carrying on board two hundred and seventy cases 
with muskets, cannons, field pieces, ammunitions, gun carriages &= —for 
the use of the Honduras Government, and to the consignement of A. Follin 
Esq!, Consul of the United States at the above mentioned port of Omoa. 
It is said, moreover, that the parties who have fitted out this expedition are 
American Citizens and the same individuals who compose the association 
formed under the name of “Honduras Rail Road Company” for the purpose 
of constructing a route from sea to sea over the territory^ of that State. This 
Company, it is reported, has obtained a charter from the Government of 
Honduras, has opened an Office in Park Place in the City of New York, and 
is presided by Amory Edwards Esq! a merchant of that city. 

The transaction alluded to, in the ordinary course of mercantile business, 
would not present in itself anything objectionable; but the Department of 
State is aware, that the Republic of Honduras has been for more than one 
year since, and is still, at open war with the Republic of Guatemala: a war 
wholly unprovoked on the part of the Undersigned’s Government, which 
has endeavored to avert that calamity by every means consistent with its 
own safety and dignity. This unfortunate state of things is generally known 
in this country, through the intelligence continually spread before the public, 
by the thousand organs of the press; but the promoters and directors of the 
Honduras Company, must be better acquainted with it than anybody else, on 
account of their very enterprize and from their own immediate and personal 
observation. 

It cannot, therefore, be alleged, that they have acted in ignorance of the 
fTTOf- T-vn-f- L^-rtr\Tirincr1i:7 cin f1 with 3 deliberate desism of affording assist- 


manliest violation or the general law oi nations and oi the ^statute raws oi this 
country. The impropriety of such a conduct appears the more glaring, when 
one considers that it is aimed against a nation between whom and the United 
States, the most friendly relations, cimented by a solemn Treaty, have always 
existed. 

Nor can it be pleased in attenuation, that the Company saw the necessity 
of providing the means for its own protection, in the execution of the con¬ 
templated work, since the American nationality and a strict adherence to 
neutrality, would, in any circumstances, have afforded the best protection 
to the parties concerned and their laborers— It is precisely by following a 
different course, that the Company will have, wantonly and injudiciously, 
placed its interests in jeopardy, and forfeited the right to claim the protec¬ 
tion of the United States Government. 

The Undersigned begs to remark, that the transaction in question is not a 
simple case, like that of an obscure speculator who induced by the temptation 
of acquiring wealth, should fit out a clandestine adventure of contraband 
articles. On the contrary, the Shipment has been effected openly, without 
disguise, through the agency of a company aspiring to public confidence and 
public support, and has been consigned to the care of a Gentleman, Mr. 
Follin, holding office under the United States Government. 

The Undersigned begs respectfully to express the opinion that the persons 
who have sent out the “M. L. Rogers” with a contraband cargo, have com¬ 
mitted an offense against the laws of the United States; and violated, if not 
in the letter in the spirit, the Statute enacted by Congress in i8i8, on the sub¬ 
ject of neutrality. They have made themselves amenable to the Federal 
Courts and have become liable to the bonds and penalities ordained in that 
Statute (See section 6*.^). 

The Undersigned in the name of his Government has to request the 
Honorable Mr. Marcy that he will be pleased to grant his earnest attention 
to the subject of the present letter and to issue the necessary directions, so 
that an enquiry may be made into the case above stated, and the provisions 
of the neutrality act may be enforced, in regard to the parties who should 
appear guilty; by compelling them to give securities that the arms they have 
furnished the Honduras Government shall not be employed in hostilities 
against Guatemala. 

The Undersigned has also to request, that the Secretary of State will have 
the goodness to cause a circular order to be sent to the Collectors of Custom 
Houses, with a view to prevent expeditions of a similar description. 

The Undersigned entertains a confident hope that this Government, 
through its Representative in Central America, will take such measures as to 
prevent the possibility of a collision between the Gn-vemmpni- r,f 


cari'y on hostilities against Guatemala. The Undersigned’s Government will 
try to avoid such a collision on its part; but, if, contrary to its earnest hope, 
any disagreable occurrence should eventually take place; it is not certainlv 
Guatemala that shall have to be blamed for it— 

Mr. Molina has the honor [etc.]. 
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Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to TT7///.7?;: L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the Ufiited States ^ 

No. 13 Gran-\da, February 22, iSjj. 

Sir; With this, I send, by hand of Mr. Beelen, Secretary of this Legation, 
the Treaty I concluded and signed, with the Executive Government of 
Nicaragua, on the 14th. of this month. 

I do not deem it necessary to accompany this Treaty with any remarks of 
my own, to explain its provisions, or commend them to the favorable con¬ 
sideration of my own government. Only in a single Article (35th.}- does it 
differ materially from the ordinary Treaties of amity and commerce we have 
with other nations—especially with three other States of Central America. 
And that single Article, I think, explains itself and exhibits the propriety of 
its own stipulations, with sufficient clearness and force. It may not be out 
of place, however, to remark, for the satisfaction of any one whose dut\’ it 
may be to pass upon the propriety of guarantying Nicaragua neutrality and 
sovereignty, and whose scruples may need the warrant of precedent, that one 
may certainly be found in our Treaty with New Granada,^ for the Transit 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received April 20. 

2 The text of this treaty could not be found in the files of the State Department. For the 
probable reason, see above, this volume, pt. i, the Secretary' of State’s instruction Xo. 3, of 
October 23, 1854, to Wheeler, doc. 1045. 

2 The provision to which he evidently refers in the treaty with X’ew Granada, copied from 
Malloy, Treaties, Conventions, etc., between the United States and Other Powers, \'oL 1, page 312, 
follows: 

ARTICLE XXXV 

The United States of America and the Republic of New Granada, desiring to make as 
durable as possible the relations which are to be established between the two parties by 
virtue of this treaty, have declared solemnly, and do agree to the following points: _ 
1st. For the better understanding of the preceding articles, it is and has been stip¬ 
ulated between the high contracting parties, that the citizens, vessels and merchandise 
of the United States shall enjoy in the ports of New Granada, including those of the 
part of the Granadian territory generally denominated Isthmus of Panama, fromyts 
southernmost extremity until the boundary of Costa Rica, all the exemptions, privi¬ 
leges and immunities concerning commerce and_ navigation, which are now or may 
hereafter be enjoyed by Granadian citizens, their vessels and merchandise; and that 
this equality of favors shall be made to extend to the passengers, correspondence and 


XUi lai lliUic: liiiiiLCU, aiiu. icoo 

The terms of this Treaty had been agreed upon, before I received your 
despatch No. 8;^ and the copies, for signature, were then in the course of 
preparation. After reading that despatch, I proposed, and it was agreed, 
to strike out one short provision, which had been adopted. It was an agree¬ 
ment, on the part of Nicaragua, to make San Juan del Norte a Free Port. 
The reasons assigned, by you, for declining to appoint a Consul for that Port 
—that “the local authorities” might not allow the performance of his func¬ 
tions, and that it might be regarded as improperly taking sides upon the 
conflicting boundary question between Nicaragua and Costa Rica—seemed 
(as instruction in advance) to exclude the provision I have mentioned, and 
it was, accordingly, excluded; although candor requires me to say I have 
been unable to perceive either the soundness or force of such reasons. 

I am induced to send this Treaty by Mr. Beelen, rather than by another 
messenger, for several reasons—among them is the consideration that it is 
no easy matter to find another suitable person in this country, for such a 
duty; and while it gratifies his wish to visit the United States, at this time, 
it can be done without detriment to the public interests. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


portation of any articles of produce, manufactures or merchandise, of lawful commerce, 
belonging to the citizens of the United States; that no other tolls or charges shall be 
levied or collected upon the citizens of the United States, or their said merchandise thus 
passing over any road or canal that may be made by the Government of New Granada, 
or by the authority of the same, than is, under like circumstances, levied upon and 
collected from the Granadian citizens; that any lawful produce, manufactures or 
merchandise, belonging to citizens of the United States, thus passing from one sea to 
the other, in either direction, for the purpose of exportation to any other foreign country, 
shall not be liable to any import-duties whatever; or, having paid such duties, they 
shall be entitled to drawback upon their exportation; nor shall the citizens of the United 
States be liable to any duties, tolls or charges of any kind, to which native citizens are 
not subjected for thus passing the said Isthmus. And, in order to secure to themselves 
the tranquil and constant enjoyment of these advantages, and as an especial compensa¬ 
tion for the said advantages, and for the favors they have acquired by the 4th, 5th, and 
6th articles of this treaty, the United States guarantee, positively an efficaciously, to 
New Granada, by the present stipulation, the perfect neutrality of the before-mentioned 
isthmus, with the view that the free transit from the one to the other sea may not be 
interrupted or embarrassed in any future time while this treaty exists; and, in conse¬ 
quence, the United States also guarantee, in the same manner, the rights of sovereignty 
and property which New Granda has and possesses over the said territory. 

^ Dated December 30, 1853, above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1036. 
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Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to William L. Marcx, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No- ^4 Granada, February 22 , 18 ^ 4 . 

Sir: Your despatch No. 8, dated Dec. 30,” has been received. 

The only reply I think proper to make to it, you will find set forth, in the 
copy of my letter, of this date, to the President, herewith inclosed.® 

Your despatch No. 9, dated Jany. 19,^ has, also, been received. It is filed 
with your other despatches, for attention in due time, by my successor. 

1 have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received April 20. 

2 Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1036. 

® His letter to the President, the copy of which he enclosed with this descatch to the 
Secretary, follows: 

Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to Franklin Pierce, President of the 

United States 

No. I Gran.-uja, Nicaragua, February 22,18^4. 

Sir: While I beg leave to renew the sincere assurances, which I have heretofore given, 
of my high appreciation and grateful acknowledgeme.nt of the honor you have conferred 
upon me, by the appointment of Minister to this country-, I most respectfully request you 
to relieve me from the further performance of its duties. 

As making the occasion for this request, I most respectfully refer you to Mr. Marcy's 
despatch, No. 8, of the 30th. of Deer: last [Above, part i. this volume.—Ed.]. In that 
communication, one of your high sense of honor and justice cannot, I apprehend, fail to 
see that the Secretary of State has required of me what, as an honorable man, I cannot 
consent to do; and has chosen to indulge in a tone of remark to which I cannot continue 
in a position to be subject, while so much of self-respect remains to me as becomes a man. 

I am, no more than other men, insensible to the honors, or indifferent to the emolu¬ 
ments of office; but no height of the one, nor amount of the other, has power to induce 
me to violate the rule of my life (from which I am not conscious of having ever departed) 
which forbids me to do what I believe to be wrong, or submit to indignity from any 
quarter. 

It is the occasion of real regret to me to be forced to infer from any circumstance, 
especially from his own official act, that one occupying the position of an American 
Secretary of State is incapable of either adopting such a rule for his own guidance, or 
respecting it when observed by another. 

As it is not necessary, and would not be agreeable to my own feelings, I have not 
yielded to ray first impulse to reply, at length, to the offensive (and, I must say, uncalled 
for and discreditable) communication of Mr: Marcy—or, indeed in, any other way than 
by enclosing him a copy of this letter. 

The bearer of this, Mr. Beelen, Secretary of Legation, hopes to be able to return 
here by the middle of April. I trust he may; and that, upon his return, or, at farthest, 
by the ist. of May, I shall be enabled to close my mission here, and return home. 

I beg leave to assure you of my sincere and cordial best wishes for the success of your 
Administration, and for your personal happiness, and have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Not included in this publication. 



Solon Borland, United States Minister to Nicaragua, to Wultam L,. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Xo. 15 Granada, March ii, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 10, 
of the 3rd. Ulto;“ which reached me by the last mail. 

In view of what seemed (from its letters, alike, to me, and to the Transit 
Company) the intention of the Govt, of Nicaragua to violate, by some 
arbitrary act, the legal rights of the Company, as guarantied by the Charter, 
I had, before receiving your despatch, represented to it the responsibility it 
would incur, to the United States, by any such proceeding. In doing this, I 
did not undertake to decide, or express any opinion upon, the particular ques¬ 
tions of difference between the Govt, and Company. But, referring to that 
provision of the Charter which requires all such questions to be decided by 
a board of Commissioners, from whose decision there shall be no appeal, I 
insisted that the right to have all such questions settled by such a tribunal, 
and not by an arbitrary decision or measure of the Govb was a legal right of 
the Company, to the observance of which the United States was bound to 
hold Nicaragua. 

As well as I can deduce any thing particular from the generalities of your 
instructions, in this despatch, I apprehend I have complied with them, in 
anticipation. 

Since that, being informed, by the Genl. Agent of the Transit Company, 
that the Govt, of Nicaragua had issued a decree to tax the Treasure trans¬ 
ported across the Isthmus, by the Company, I have, today, addressed a pro¬ 
test to the Govt.® against such a palpable violation of the 21®.* A.rticle of the 
Amended Charter; and informed it that, if persisted in, the United States 
would have to interpose, for the protection of the legal rights of her citizens. 

Your communication to Mr. Mayorga, sent under cover to Mr. White, and 
containing, as you inform me in the conclusion of your present despatch, its 
duplicate, I have sent to its destination, under cover of my communication 
last above mentioned. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. Received April 27. 

- Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1037. 

Not found, but see first document in note i, p. 396, which appears to be an answer to it. 





Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, March 20 , 1854 . 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary’- of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has received express orders from his government, 
to transmit to the Hon Secretary of State of the American Union, the en¬ 
closed copy of a despatch which H, E, the Minister of Foreign Relations of 
the Republic addressed him on the of February* last,* protesting against 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 

following is the translated text of Marcoleta’s instruction from his government 
which he enclosed: 

[translation] 

Managua, February ig, iSS4- 

Most Excellent Sir: It has been announced in several News papers of the United 
States of North America, and through other channels, that a company formed of citizens 
of those states, has purchased a great portion of the Mosquito territor>’ from him who 
is called, in derision, “Sovereign” of that miserable and uncivilized tribe, for the 
purpose of planting there an American Colony. In the event of such purchase having 
really been made, the sovereignty and independence of Nicaragua would be profaned, 
her interests impaired, her territorial integrity outraged, and the dignity of her Govern¬ 
ment treated with contempt. 

The interest which civilized nations feel, in seeing the principles of the law of nations 
respected; the sacred considerations which, in virtue of these principles, to the inde¬ 
pendence and sovereignty of nations, and the statute laws of all Governments, whether 
weak or strong; and more than all, the uprightness of the Government of the American 
Union, with whom we live on terms of good understanding and harmony, and with whom 
we happily maintain relations of sincere and cordial friendship, promise us, that said 
Government will condemn and prevent the consummation of an outrage which saps at 
the foundation of international relations, and make us hope, that we shall find among 
all nations and governments, whose aim is justice and loyalty, that protection and 
support that are necessary to preserve from harm, the inherent rights of Nicaragua to 
sovereignty and independence, and those, w'hich in virtue of the same, we possess and 
preserve in the Mosquito territory. 

With these views my Government invokes the friendship of that of the United States, 
and the justice and interest of all civilized nations, in order that it may presemm unim¬ 
paired, its sovereign rights of action, and its virtual sway over the territory inhabited 
by the Mosquitoes. 

And, in the unlocked for event, that said company or any other, should seek to take 
possession of the territory which it pretends to have acquired from those that have no 
right to alienate the same, since it is no secret to the world that the so styled King of the 
Mosquito tribe, belongs, with all said tribe, to the Republic of Nicaragua, and that they 
are all subjects of her Government; and that the denomination of King, bestowed upon 
a savage Indian, is and has been properly designated by the American people, as a ridicu¬ 
lous farce, which carries on its face universal condemnation and the contempt of the 
civilized world;—in such unhappy case, I repeat, my Government, in the name of the 
state which it represents, protests solemnly, taking the entire world for witness, against 
the aforesaid purchase, and against any occupation which may be, or has been at¬ 
tempted, on any plea or title whatever, without the consent of the sovereign of Nicara¬ 
gua, freely and lawfully given in regard to any portion of its territory; said government 
declares that it never will recognize such occupation as valid, but that, on the contrary. 



the project which some citizens of the Union have formed, to colonize the 
Mosquito Coast, resting their right on a pretended grant made by the prede¬ 
cessor of the actual Chief of those Indians to a British subject of the name of 
Shepherd residing at San Juan, who, it appears, has since transferred the 
same to several American citizens. 

Although the Undersigned has not been able, as yet, to produce a docu¬ 
ment to prove the reality of said project and the establishment of a company 
which has been formed in consequence, under the title of Central America 
Land and Mining Company, there is nevertheless a Moral conviction of the 
real and positive existence of such a project, as well as of the company, at 
the head of W'^hich there are persons sufficiently well known; the strangest 
part of the affair being, that several of the principal members of the Board of 
directors of the Accessory transit Company of Nicaragua, are those who ap¬ 
pear mostly interested in this matter. 

The Undersigned, for want of more decisive datas, abstains from making 
here special mention of other views and projects which are in circulation, 
with too much the appearance of reality, and which are connected with those 
of the companies above mentioned. If public rumor is to be believed, and 
if certain circumstances Avhich are generally divulged, are to be relied upon, 
it is contemplated to do nothing less, than to violate the laws of both republics 
by means of an armed inroad into the territory of Nicaragua, for the purpose 
of taking possession of the line of transit, and monopolize the same in favor of 
certain individuals who are interested in the accessory transit company. 

The Undersigned cannot avoid calling the attention of the Hon Secretary 
of State to these facts, which are in direct opposition to the rights and inter¬ 
ests of a sister Republic, a friend and an ally, where public sympathy is so 
much influenced by North America, and whose interests are so much bound 
and so closely united to those of the American Union. 

The Government of Nicaragua hopes, with the utmost confidence, that 
the Government of the Union wdll take the same interest in these circum¬ 
stances, that it has ahvays manifested for the Republic, and that it will 
adopt such measures as it may deem best calculated to prevent a new com¬ 
plication from being added to those which already existed before, for the 
settlement of the questions of San Juan and of the Mosquito Coast. 

Experience has unfortunately sufficiently shewn, that rumors and an¬ 
nouncements of such kind of projects and enterprises, however vague they 

maintain the sovereign rights of Nicaragua, and the integrity of her territory; for this 
purpose, said Government invokes the moral support of all civilized nations, the aid of 
friendly governments, and it asks from all, that protection due to a cause, which, in as 
much as it is sustained by reason, civilization and justice render sacred. 

The AI. E. General Siinreme Flireetor Hecirpc V TT - t-n ettnrl +Vne 


invasion of Lower California; and it was only when it learned the facts, that 
it hastened, full of the best faith and most sincere regrets, to condemn and 
to declare such an infraction illegal, concerning which the same vague rumors 
that are now circulated in regard to the transit line of Nicaragua, and the 
project of colonizing the Mosquito Coast, had been set afloat. 

The designs of various speculators who were trying to form companies and 
to send vessels and expeditions to Brazil, for the purpose of forcing a passage 
through the Amazon river, were also known. The newspapers of the Union 
spoke of these projects in the same manner as they have done, not long since, 
of the company for colonizing the Mosquito country, and of the objects which 
said company, and some other, had in view. And if these projects have been 
set aside and relinquished, it is undoubtedly owing to the firm and decided 
stand that the Government of the Union was able to take, in order to cause 
the law of nations to be respected. 

Nicaragua, owing to the similarity of her institutions and her government, 
the community of interests, the sympathy which she professes and which 
unites her to the United States, thinks, she has more cause and even more 
right to expect the favor and protection of the American Union against 
foreign invasions and against the schemes of the disturbers of public order. 
Nicaragua has identified her moral and material interests with the moral 
and material Interests of the Union; she has just consolidated, by means 
of an amicable treaty, the old relations and the ties which happily unite the 
two Governments and nations, and Nicaragua believes that she has nothing 
to fear, but rather much to hope from the North-x^merican family. 

The Undersigned, in compliance with the orders he has received from his 
Government, has moreover the honor of addressing himself to the Hon 
Secretary of State, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the Government 
of the Union, in case of the existence of the pretended “Central i\merica 
Land and Mining Company” and in the event of the latter attempting to 
carry out the views which are attributed to it, in contravention of the laws of 
Nicaragua, will oppose its moral force and the power of its laws, to prevent 
such an outrage or any other illegal project which unauthorized persons may- 
venture upon. 

The Undersigned hastens, at the same time, to assure the Hon W. L. 
Marcy that the Government of Nicaragua is, and always will be ready=- to lis¬ 
ten to, and to decide upon, according to its sense of justice, any propositions 
which may be made in due form, concerning any project of colonization or 
others of a similar character, of acknowledged and common utility, provided 
that such propositions emanate from respectable persons or companies, who 
can give competent securities; but, at the same time, Nicaragua not only 


to that which is disputed to her and where, up to this day, torce has been 
opposed against the free exercise of that sovereignty; in as much as all such 
territories constitute and have always formed an essential and integral part 
of the territory of the Republic, and as such, it was recognized by Spain in 
the treaty of July 25^^" 1850, which the Undersigned had the honor of 
negotiating, concluding and signing with the Government of Her Catholic 
Majesty. 

The Undersigned hopes, with the greatest and most unlimited confidence, 
that the Hon. Secretary of State of the American Union will take into con¬ 
sideration the contents of this note; and that he will have the kindness, at 
the same time, to give the Undersigned an answer as soon as possible, reply¬ 
ing to the points referred to in the same. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this new occasion [etc.]. 


1265 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, April 18, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, in fulfilment of the instructions he has received 
from His Government, hastens to inform the Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary 
of State of the American Union, that the Constituent Assembly of Nicaragua, 
in view of the powerful reasons that operate, and after mature consideration, 
has erected this portion of Central America into a Sovereign Republic, free 
and independent, by conforming, in a legal manner, the existence of a preced¬ 
ing act; and, at the same time, it has fixed the period for the exercise of the 
Supreme IMagistracy, at four years, conferring upon said authority the title 
of President of the Republic— 

The Government of Nicaragua, as well as the governments of the other 
States of Central America, has not ceased, up to this day, to exert itself, 
effectively and with constant energy, to promote the re-establishment of the 
Old Confederacy; but after repeated and fruitless efforts, it has become 
convinced of the impossibility, at least for the present, of being able to 
realize so good a project. Material, Political and even local circumstances, 
have no doubt conspired against a project, which, once realized and carried 

J Notes from Central America, vol. 2. The receipt date is not indicated. 



me interests ot Dotn tne interior and exterior, by creating a teliowship of 
interests which is so necessary for the future destinies of the Countn.'. 

The Constituent Assembly, in issuing this decree, has thought that the 
high destinies which Central America may one day be called upon to fulfil, 
can probably be achieved through other means, and desirous of assisting, 
in carrying out so stupendous an idea, it has sought to point out the way for 
a new trial, under a different system. The assembly however has had no 
thought nor intention, nor does it pretend to break and annul the ties of 
fraternity which unite Nicaragua with the other sections of Central America: 
on the contrary, the Constituent Assembly is disposed to march with them 
towards the common object, provided that the means employed, are cal¬ 
culated to induce effective harmony, and a favorable and definite result. 

The Undersigned has been especially directed to say to the Hon Secretary 
of State, that H. E. the President of the Republic of Nicaragua will continue 
to cultivate the best understanding with his brothers of Central America; 
at the same time that he wishes and will strenuously endeavor to maintain 
friendly relations with all powers, and especially to draw closer, more and 
more, those which, at this day, happily unite Nicaragua with the United 
States of the North, from whose friendship and sympathies, he expects those 
good offices, which are the more proper and natural, that they spring from 
fellowship of interests and the similarity of their political institutions. 

The Undersigned, in making the foregoing communication, avails himself 
of the occasion, and has the honor [etc.]. 


1266 

Jos^ de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, April 22, iSj4. 

The Undersigned has the honor of calling the attention of the Hon Sec¬ 
retary of State of the American Union to the contents of the enclosed copy of 
negotiations which have lately been entered into, at San Juan del iSorte, 
between the Agent of the transit company and the intrusive authorities of 
that port, for the purpose of obtaining a concession of considerable portions 
of land, on the two margins of the Bay, for the particular objects of said 
company. 

On the 5*’^ of March 1852,2 the Undersigned had the honor of sending a 
communication to the Department of State, concerning the violations com- 


least reply to cnac note, nor is nc awcuc uictt uic gu vcihhicjiil uj. uhv^ 
has taken the slightest steps to restrain the excesses and encroachments of 
the pretended authorities of San Juan, composed, for the most part, if not 
entirely, of persons whose object is none other, than that of gratifying an 
ill-disguised cupidity. 

It is worth noticing the contradictions which Don J. L, White, the agent 
of the company, falls into, who, declaring that he does not recognize the 
system and order of things at San Juan, nor its pretended authorities, and 
proffering advice to the latter which said agent is not competent to give, he 
attempts to form a definite and permanent contract with the Council of the 
city, and by the authority of the same. 

The Undersigned has just intimated to the President of the Transit Com¬ 
pany, that whatever innovation may be introduced in the present Siatu 
Quo, will never be recognized by Nicaragua, and that, to the company alone, 
will have to be imputed all the consequences, which may result, in future, 
by acting in a contrary sense. 

By such conduct, the transit company has been guilty of aggression upon 
the Sovereignty and the just rights of the Republic of Nicaragua, it has 
mistaken its duties, it has sought, for particular and well known objects, 
to stir up difficulties for the future, and has added one more cause to the 
well-founded mistrust of the President and of the Country. 

Moreover, the Canal company has no right nor title whatever to possess 
lands within four and a half English miles of the mouth of the river San 
Juan, in the Atlantic, and the transit company cannot even invoke the 27*^ 
article of the original contract, by which eight lots of land are granted to the 
same, with certain restrictions, the one which has just been commented upon 
being the most important. 

Thus much with regard to wffiat relates to the Canal and Accessory Transit 
Company. 

With regard to wffiat justice, equity and sound reason require, the Under¬ 
signed is firmly cominced that, as to the question of San Juan and the 
Alosquito Coast, the strictest Statu Quo ought to be observed by all the 
parties interested, either Justly or unjustly, in said questions. 

The Undersigned is desirous of calling the particular attention of the 
Secretary’’ of State to this point, in order that, out of proper deference to the 
principles of a prudent and impartial policy, he will be pleased to intervene 
energetically, with a view of putting an end to, and bringing at once to a 
close, as far as possible, those excesses and encroachments which are daily 



committed by the adventurers who have possessed themselves of the port 
and City of San Juan; who, with the greatest impunity, set at defiance the 
principles and rules of policy adopted by the Government of the Union, and 
violate the just rights, which the latter has always recognized in the Republic 
of Nicaragua, to the whole of that territory. 

The Undersigned, hoping that the Hon Secretary of State will take into 
consideration the subject treated in this note, avails himself of the op¬ 
portunity [etc.]. 


1267 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translatiox] 

Managua, April 24, j8s4- 

Sir: The undersigned, Secretary of State in the Department of Foreign 
Relations of the Republic of Nicaragua, has the honor to advise his Ex¬ 
cellency W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, that he has 
received his despatch of the 3d of last February, enclosing copies of his in¬ 
structions of the same date to Borland,^ Envoy extraordinaiy* and 
Minister plenipotentiary of the United States: stating, that the American 
Government will not look with indifference upon the injuries and molesta¬ 
tions to which the Accessory Transit Company is exposed on the part of 
Nicaragua, according to the many complaints which have been laid before 
that Department concerning the embarrassments that constantly’ occur in 
the prosecution of its business solemnly guarantied bj^ this Government; 
expressing at the same time a regret that its expectation that the differences 
between the parties would be satisfactorily adjusted, especially after the 
said M"" Borland had kindly agreed to intervene as mediator, had not been 
realized. Mr. Marcy also remarks, that although it is not the intention of 
his Government to assume any responsibility which is not legitimately 
within the sphere of its action, he has received orders to instruct ]\U Borland 
to exert all the means in his power, with the object of securing the Acessory 
Transit Company in the full and free enjoyment of all the rights and privileges 
guarantied by the terms of their contract, and to lend his good offices when¬ 
ever the Government of Nicaragua appears inclined to impose upon them 
unnecessary or unjust restrictions. 

The undersigned would content himself with enclosing (as he does en- 



dose), to Marcy, a copy of the despatch which he addressed, on the 14th 
of last March, to M'’ Borland,^ upon the subject in question, in order to 

1 No enclosure, dated March 14th, is with this note; but, a copy of one, dated March 18, 
probably due to an undetected copyist's or translator’s error, does accompany this iiote as 
an enclosure, and appears to be the one referred to. In the original Spanish text of this note 
of April 24, as well as in the translation of it, the date of the Nicaraguan Foreign Minister's 
communication to Borland is, unmistakably, March 14. No Spanish text of the latter com¬ 
munication is in the manuscript volume, but only a translation, evidently made in the De¬ 
partment of State (and contemporaneously). No evidence has been found, in Borland's 
correspondence, that he sent to the Department a copy of this note from Mayorga to him, 
nor the one mentioned in it, the text of which follows in this publication. Since Borland 
did not choose to send them to the Department, they are being included in this footnote in¬ 
stead of being treated as body of page material under their own dates. Borland’s despatch 
of March ii, 1854, above, this part, doc. 1263, states that on that date he was addressing 
a protest to the government against what he considered unfair treatment of the Transit 
Company; but he did not enclose a copy of his protest. That may have been his com¬ 
munication No. 20 to Mayorga, acknowledged by the latter in the first sentence of the 
following note: 


Mateo Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Solon Borland, United 
States Minister to Nicaragua 


No. 21 


Managua, Nicaragua, March j8, i8S4> 


Most Excellent Sir: My Government is advised of the contents of the despatch 
of your Excellency, No. 20, [Not found in the manuscript volume.—Ed.] and of the copy 
enclosed therein to me of the communication which the General Agent of the Accessory 
Transit Company in Nicaragua addressed to it on the 6th inst., [Not found.—Ed.] and 
by order of his Excellency the General President I have the honor to submit to you the 
following reply: 

In my despatch No. 18, a duplicate of which I herewith transmit in case it may not 
have yet reached your hands, [No document bearing this number was found, but there 
is an enclosure No. 8 which appears to be the one cited, and is printed below, following 
this No. 21 of March 18.—Ed.] I stated to your Excellency that my Government neither 
desires nor has attempted to make war upon the Company by illegal measures in viola¬ 
tion of the contracts concluded with them; that, on the contrary, it wishes and seeks a 
reasonable settlement of the questions at issue between the two parties, and that it was 
only when the Company should oppose an arrangement like the one last effected with 
its Representative M. Tejada, which, however highly favorable to the Company, does 
not bear so heavily against this Republic as not to be consented to for the sake of a 
harmonious result; or, w^hen disregarding the ultimatum of my Government it should 
not present itself at the conclusion of the forty days which had been assigned by its 
arbitrators, with the books and records necessary to effect the liquidation of whatever 
may be due to Nicaragua, and adjust all the differences yet remaining unsettled, that 
rny Government would adopt measures tending to the protection of its interests, without 
violating the principles of universal justice, and without detriment to international 
laws. 


Frankness and integrity govern the acts and operations of the present Administration 
of this Republic, and your Excellency therefore must rest assured that there will be 
nothing wanting on the part of my Government in the line of conduct it intends to pur¬ 
sue towards Acessory Transit Company, according as I have marked it out. 

_ The measure of which the present Agent of the Company, Mr. Cushing, complains, 
is perhaps the decree No. 581, a printed copy of which I herewith transmit to your Excel¬ 
lency. If such be the rase, it is very easy to perceive that there is no cause for com- 
plamt. That measure is merely a re-enactment of what had been established by the 
mriff regulations in force in Nicaragua, promulgated by the Federal Government of 
Central Amerira pn the 27th of February 1837; a re-enactment made for the purpose of 
determining distinctly, that all revenue arising from duties imposed upon gold and 
silver exported from the country belongs entirely to Nicaragua, while during the con- 



prove, that on the part of Nicaragua no hostile designs have been harbored 
against the Company, but, on the contrary, that the best disposition has 
been always entertained to protect it in the prosecution of its business, and 
to settle all differences with it in an amicable manner. But now that the 

by the Company, would be an infraction of the 21st article, a copy of which your 
Excellency encloses to me in your aforesaid despatch, No. 20. But it is precisely on 
account of the effect which said decree might have upon the contracts entered into 
between Nicaragua and this Company, in regard to the Canal and Transit question, 
that my Government fixed a period of forty days before the provision alluded to could go 
into force; it being the intention of his Excellency the General President to susoend or 
annul its operation in case the Company agreed to the ultimatum of my Governrnent, as 
likewise, in case of a refusal by the Company', to cause said decree to be fully carried out; 
for then, the Company, by violating the contracts on its part, relieves Nicaragua from 
any obligation to respect them. It should not be forgotten that the forty days desig¬ 
nated to elapse previous to carrying into effect this prov'ision began to run when the 
term fixed by the present ultimatum had commenced running no less than twelve days; 
that is to say, that the foresight of my Government had even provided for any unfore¬ 
seen delay which the Company might experience in ratifying the Convention of M. 
Tejada, or in selecting its arbitrators, as it was informed. 

It depends upon the Company, therefore, whether the aforesaid provision shall be 
carried out or not, and whether the contracts made with it shall be observed by both 
parties; inasmuch as, if the Company infringes them, they’ can have no binding effect 
upon my Government. 

The High Government of the American Union, in its despatch addressed to you under 
date of the 3d of last month, [Above, this volume pt. i, doc. 1037.—Ed.] a copy of which 
was also transmitted to the undersigned [by the?] Secretary of State, stated that it cher¬ 
ished a hope that, in the above pending questions w'ith the Company', your Excellency 
would have acted in the capacity of mediator; although, of course, in an extra-official 
character. 

Your Excellency will recollect that such were from the beginning the wishes of my’ 
Government; that, for this purpose, you were then informed of the actual condition of 
things up to that time; and that even before it had been able to come to any agreement 
with M. Rafael Garcia Tejada, then the duly authorized agent of the Company, the 
undersigned solicited from you an expression of opinion upon the subject, which, for 
reasons set forth in your reply, you thought proper to decline. 

My Government confidently expected, as it was natural, that the Company would 
adopt the arrangement concluded with its representatives; but these expectations have 
been disappointed: and the questions at issue have shifted their ground, and unfortu¬ 
nately assumed an aspect of graver importance. Therefore his Excellency the General 
President and the undersigned; who are desirous and solicitous for an amicable settle¬ 
ment of the dispute rather than a rupture; who rely above all upon the high character 
and liberal sentiments of y'our Excellency, and who are intimately’ convinced of the 
justice of the cause they advocate, would cheerfully defer the decision of this subject 
to your Excellency, whom they at once accept with the utmost confidence, on the 
of Nicaragua, in order that as sole arbitrator you wall adjust and accommodate with 
full powers each and every one of said questions. If your Excellency should be pleased 
to undertake this charge you would render an important service to the Company and to 
this Republic, which will be grateful to you for the same. 

Such is the frank and sincere disposition of my Government that it would be much 
gratified if, as it expects, this proposition were favorably received by your Excellency, 
to whom the undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 

The following is the text of the document which is, apparently, cited in the second para¬ 
graph of the foregoing note of March 18 [possibly it should be March 14]: 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs cf Nicaragua, to Solon Borland, Lniied 

States Minister to Nicaragua 


quest of K. E. the General President. 


Transit Company, has the honor to transmit to his Excellency, the Minister of the 
United States, the annexed documents relative to the negotiations which have been car¬ 
ried on in New York and in Nicaragua for the liquidation and payment of the ten per 
cent of the nett profits, which, according to the contracts concluded with the Canal and 
Transit Company, are justly due to Nicaragua. 

Without entering into a detailed investigation of the causes which have rendered 
abortive all the efforts of the Government to induce the Companies to comply with the 
terms of their contract with Nicaragua, the undersigned will simply confine himself to 
recapitulating to your Excellency what has been done in reference to the matter, up to 
the present time. 

According to the tenor of the 6th. article of the contract of the 22d of September 1849, 
and of the ist article of that entered into on the 14th of August 1851, the Canal and Ac¬ 
cessory Transit Companies engaged to pay the Government of Nicaragua, arnong other 
sums, ten per cent, of their nett profits, without any deduction whatever; said Compa¬ 
nies binding themselves moreover, by the 7th article of the first of these contracts, to 
present annually an account of receipts and expenditures. 

Up to this time the Companies have complied with neither of said obligations, while 
the Accessory'Transit Company has taken still more decided steps; seeing that it has 
assumed the power to declare on the ist June, 1852, a dividend which was distributed 
amongst the stockholders without previously deducting, as it was bound to do, the ten 
per cent, which belonged to Nicaragua; an act which could not be committed without 
manifest violation of the faith pledged in the aforesaid contracts. 

The truth of these facts cannot be called in question, and his Excellency M"" Borland, 
of whose liberal views, probity, and love of justice my Government has formed the just 
estimate they merit, will comprehend very readily how much reason Nicaragua has for 
complaining of the proceedings of the Companies, whose conduct is calculated to convey 
the most unfavorable impressions. 

The Government looking upon these facts as susceptible of a construction little or not 
at all creditable, and the conduct of the Companies not having inspired it with that 
confidence which in the beginning the personal character of some of their members had 
led it to conceive, it designated his Excellency Don Jose de Marcoleta, its Minister at 
Washington, and M*" Thomas Manning, a subject of Great Britain, to make an examina¬ 
tion of the books, and receive and collect whatever sums might be ascertained to be due 
to Nicaragua. 

It moreover gave full authority to its Minister Plenipotentiary, Don Jose de Marco¬ 
leta, to make any arrangement with said Companies that the occasion might require, 
and if necessary to enlarge, restrict or modify the contracts of September 22d, 1849 and 
of the 14th August, 1851. 

What have been the consequences and what the proceedings of the Companies in this 
matter, his Excellency M'’ Borland w'ill easily ascertain by simply perusing Document 
N“ I, w’hich our Minister Plenipotentiary published in New York, a copy of which is 
annexed to this despatch. [Not found.—Ed.] 

In fact, the Companies disavowed the authority of the Minister, not only with regard 
to his commission for liquidating, but as to the powers which had been vested in him to 
settle anything which might have occurred; they having refused to recognize the arbi¬ 
trators which,^ by virtue of his powers, the lawful representative of Nicaragua had 
appointed, as it has been expressed. This act shows that, on the part of my Govern¬ 
ment, the_greatest efforts have been made to obtain a pacific and amicable settlement of 
the questions at issue with the Companies, carrying its forbearance even beyond the 
point that it felt justified in doing; and that on the part of the said Companies every 
possible obstmction has been thrown in the way of those legal means which might have 
tended to bring about the desired result. 

In said docurnent. No. i, may be_ noticed the advice and opinions emanating from the 
eminent authority of that distinguished American lawyer, M"" Lord, whose reputation 
for uprightness and learning is justly appreciated and acknowledged in all the States of 
the Union. 

The energy displayed under these circumstances by our Minister Plenipotentiary; the 
unanunous expression of opinion by the American press of all parties: the discredit into 



The Government of the Republic has no knowledge of the several reclama¬ 
tions to which M- Marcy alludes in the despatch addressed to ]M- Borland; 
and entertaining, as it does entertain, the firm persuasion that, on the part of 
Nicaragua, the stipulations of the contract with the Company have been 

which the Companies and their stock were daily falling; the changes which took place 
m the personel of the Board of Directors, and various other causes of greater or lesser 
consequence, compelled these Companies to come to some understanding among them¬ 
selves, and to make an effort to palliate or lessen the errors which thev alone had 
committed. 

For this purpose they selected Judge J. W. Edmonds, whom they commissioned to 
enter into negotiations upon the subject with the Government of Nicaragua. The latter 
listened to the propositions of the new Commissioner, but not finding him invested with 
the necessary authority, they declined entering into any arrangement with M"' Edmonds. 
This absence of the requisite powders is another proof that the Companies do net desire a 
serious and formal settlement, but that they only seek to introduce delavs and pro¬ 
crastinations. 

The propositions of the Companies’ Commissioner were limited to the modifj’i.ng of 
the 2nd article of the contract of August 27th, 1849, by stipulating for the construedon 
of a canal of smaller dimensions, in place of the one they had contracted for, for vessels 
of the largest capacity, according to the terms of said article. Although he offered to 
make immediate payment of whatever might be found due to the Ck>vernment of 
Nicaragua, he proposed as a condition that Commissioners should be se.ut to New York 
at the expense of the Company for a final settlement of this m.atter. He moreover pro¬ 
posed in writing that, for the 10 per cent of the net income accruing to the Government, 
there could be substituted a contribution by the Company to the Government of two 
dollars upon every passenger; but this last proposition was afterwards amended by 
augmenting the capitation tax to three dollars, and such was the final offer made on 
several occasions by the new Commissioner of the Companies, as it is proved bj* the letter 
of the ex-director Don Jose Laureano Pineda, deceased, the original of which I transmit 
to you marked “N° 2.” [Not found.—Ed.] 

M' Manning having subsequently returned to New York, he took upon himself to 
make new proposals to the Companies, which they refused to accept, as is indicated by 
document No. 3. [Not found.—Ed.] 

At the same time, the Accessory Transit Company delivered to M’" Manning a 
despatch, dated April 2nd, 1S53, in which it was offered to pay the Government thirty 
thousand dollars (I30.000) for the ten per cent, on the nett profits which had accrued in 
the course of the years 1S52 and 1853 up to the first of August; proposing moreover to 
substitute for the 6th article of the contract of September 22nd, 1849, another in which 
it should be stipulated that the Company should pay the Government two dollars for 
every passenger crossing the isthmus, and declaring that this new provision should 
continue in force for three consecutive years, by way of experiment. 

At a subsequent date the Company empowered Don Rafael Garcia Tejada, a resident 
of Granada and a citizen of this Republic, to make the following propositions to Govern¬ 
ment in their behalf. 

1st. To place at the disposal of Government, the sum of thirty five thousand dollars 
($35-OOo), as the amount of the ten per cent of the nett profits from the time the transit 
commenced up to the ist August, 1853. 

2nd. To amend the 6th article of the contract of September 22d, 1849, by substitut¬ 
ing another whereby he engaged to pay two dollars for each adult passenger that should 
cross the Isthmus by any route or road which might be established. 

His Excellency, the General Supreme Director, was pleased to order that amendments 
should be made to these propositions, which your Excellency will see were founded on 
reliable data, such as he had every reason to consider as correct and just. With this 
object, the following modifications were submitted to M. Tejada, on the 20th of June 
last, as an ulthnatum in the matter: ist. That the Accessory.’ Transit Company should 
pay in full satisfaction of the ten per cent, of the nett profits due up to the ist of August, 
1853, the sum of forty-five thousand dollars (S45*ooo), instead of the thirty-five thou- 



the contrary, if it were possible, as in fact is the case, for either of the con- 


asking forty-five thousand dollars, that is to say, ten thousand dollars ($10,000) more 
than what the Company offered for the whole following year up to the 1st of August 
1853. The annexed copy, marked No. 4, [Not found.—Ed.] will give your Excellency 
an idea of the accuracy of the calculation by which my Government concluded to de¬ 
mand forty-five thousand dollars ($45,000) instead of the thirty-five thousand offered 
by the Company, and that this demand is not only just and equitable but exceedingly 
moderate. 2nd. That the Accessory Transit Company should pay three dollars for 
each adult passenger crossing the Isthmus, so long as trade continued to be carried on 
by the present route, or at any other insulated point of the Republic; two and a half 
dollars if the route of transit should connect with any of the interior towns, such as San 
Jorge or others of a similar character; two dollars if the transit route should be estab¬ 
lished by the Great Lake, stopping at Realejo, and connecting with the intermediate 
points. In every instance children over five years shall pay one dollar. 

The Government demanded at the same time, by way of loan, the sum of fifty thou¬ 
sand dollars, at an interest of six per cent., for the future payment of which one half of the 
tax upon passengers was to be pledged. In making this last proposition, his Excellency, 
the General Director, proposed to pay the sum due by Government to IVL Manning, in 
one year, for which payment all the interest which it possesses in the Canal and Transit 
Companies was to be hypothecated. And finally, his Excellency the General Director 
stated, that in case his propositions should not be accepted, and Agent of the Companies 
was to present himself at Managua with the account books in order that after an ex¬ 
amination of them the amount which the Government had to receive might be liqui¬ 
dated, and the payment thereof be proceeded with immediately, or at any time specified 
by the arbitrators, in case of any dispute or controversy arising. But the Companies, 
who have lost no occasion to avail themselves of the most insignificant pretexts for the 
purpose of eluding the fulfilment of the solemn engagements into which they had en¬ 
tered, have pretended to misunderstand the precise terms of the application which was 
made to them through M. Tejada; have represented the propositions of the Government 
as extravagant, rejecting them with such rudeness and Incivility as could not fail to 
shock the good sense of the American people; and finally they have pretended to under¬ 
stand that they are threatened with extraordinary measures unless they accept the 
aforesaid propositions; whereas nothing could be more definite than the requirement 
contained in my last despatch, asking them to present themselves here with their books 
for a settlement, or for the appointment of arbitrators, according to the stipulations of 
their contract; and that it was only in case of their non-compliance with this, that resort 
would be had to energetic measures. But it is clear that Government will not be re¬ 
duced to this extremity, unless in the extreme case of its just claims not being attended 
to; when it would be ready to act, if the Companies, consulting their true interests, and 
listening to the voice of duty and of honor, direct their steps through the path of justice. 

I leave it to the impartial and enlightened consideration of M“' Borland to decide upon 
the gratuitous charge of extravagance, applied by the Company to the amendments 
proposed by my Government. The latter demands, by means of a capitation tax, pre¬ 
cisely what the Companies had promised through their Commissioner, Judge Edmonds; 
and, as a commutation of the ten per cent., a much lesser sum than that which, according 
to all data and precedents, Nicaragua would be entitled to if she was paid the full rate 
of ten per cent. 

The undersigned regrets to inform M*" Borland, that it is in consequence of this 
conduct on the part of the Companies, in rejecting with such marked discourtesy the 
propositions of the General Director, the matter in question continues to suffer those 
procrastinations and delays so much deplored by this Government, inasmuch as the 
delay in collecting the money occasions considerable losses to the State, which is now 
actually paying M' Manning interest at the rate of eighteen per cent a year upon the 
money it owes him. 

The General Supreme Director conceives that he has a right to demand from the 
Transit Company, by way of compensation, the eighteen per cent which is accruing in 
M"^ Manning’s favor, in consequence of its having been the fault of said Company that 
the moneys which this gentleman claims from the Government have not been paid, 
and for having thrown everv kind of difficultv and nhst-arlp in fhp wav nf saiH nnv_ 


tractmg parties to have causes of complaint, these are all on the part of 
Nicaragua, and the undersigned proceeds briefly to inform Alarcy of 
some of them, in order that, upon examining the same, he may form a correct 
opinion on the subject. 

ment, at the sacrifice of honor and good faith. Upon all these points, as well with 
re^rd to the omission of the Companies to present annually a statement of their receipts 
and expenditures, according to the provisions of the 7th article of the contract of the 
27th of August, 1849, to which I have alluded in the commencement of this despatch, 
his Excellency the General Supreme Director desires that I should call the attention of 
your Excellency, the Minister of the United States, as I have the honor of doing by 
stating to you that it would be a source of great satisfaction to my Government to see 
the rights of Nicaragua recognized by a person so eminent and distinguished, and of 
qualities so elevated as those which adorn M'" Borland. 

The documents which the undersigned transmits [Not found.—Ed.], such as the cor¬ 
respondence between Messrs Marcoleta and Manning with the Companies; the report 
of the former which accompanied a Summary of the case, with his own obsem-ations 
thereon,_ as well as those of M^ Lord, advocate and legal adviser of the Government, 
concerning what should be the interpretation of capital, evidently prove, on one side, 
the solid reasons the Government has for complaining of the proceedings of the Com¬ 
panies, and on the other, that said Companies have only sought prete.xts and delays 
for the purpose of evading the fulfilment of their obligations to Nicaragua. IMy Gov¬ 
ernment therefore believes that in case said Companies should not accede to the last 
propositions made to them herewith by his Excellency, the General Supreme Director, 
it will be a matter of absolute necessity to resort to the arbitration provided by article 
33d of the original contract, and confirmed by that of the 14th of August, 1851. 

This arbitration must take place in Nicaragua, both because here was the place where 
the contracts were made, and because in the Act of incorporation the Companies recog¬ 
nized and constituted themselves as Nicaraguans, and as such they subjected them¬ 
selves to the laws regulations and authorities of the country’, without the power of evad¬ 
ing them. Such was the declaration of the Companies themselves when they assembled 
in New York for the purpose of appointing arbitrators; they sought to shield' themselves 
under the plea, that, belonging to the State, the arbitration ought to take effect there, 
amenable as they were to the law's and tribunals of Nicaragua. From this obligation it 
clearly follows, that the Companies ought to appoint an agent here, with the books and 
other documents necessary for the settlement that is to be made; otherwise the appoint¬ 
ment and meeting of the arbitrators would be delusive and unprofitable, because they 
would lack the papers requisite for the complete discharge of their duties. If the Gov¬ 
ernment has overlooked the fact that the Companies have their principal officers in New 
York, the endurance or toleration of such a circumstance implies no rights on their part; 
it is only another proof of the generosity with which Government has always acted in 
respect to these Companies; and it is the height of injustice, of absurdity and ingratitude, 
to convert an act of liberality and of generous deference into a cause for refusing to fulfil 
a duty, such as that which is incumbent on the Companies to appoint its arbitrators 
here, and either in person or by attorney to produce the documents necessary for effect¬ 
ing said settlement. This duty then, appears to be unquestionable; and I confidently 
hope that the Hon. M*' Borland will look at it in the same light. 

Notwithstanding that the Government has had the best of reasons for adopting severe 
measures, annulling the contracts which have been as injurious to the State as they 
have been profitable to the Companies, nevertheless it has refrained up to the present 
time from taking this step, out of just consideration for the American people, who do not 
in any way sympathize with the sentiments which animate said Companies. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that if his Excellency, Borland, takes upon himself to 
give prudent advice to the Companies, the latter, acknowledging their past errors, will 
at last enter upon the path of reason, of equity, of justice apd of gratitude. 

The Companies have complained of pretended injuries which they' say they have suf¬ 
fered by the detention of their steamboats on the route. This charge has already been 
triumphantly refuted, by the Government in its despatch of the 26th of January of the 
present year, addressed to M*' Edmonds. If the Companies had not abused the gener- 
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1st, All the rights and privileges which are conferred by the Transit con¬ 
tract proceed from the original Canalization contract, and four years have 
already elapsed without a single step having been taken by the Company to 
carry'’ out the great work for which it was incorporated; unless it be an imper¬ 
fect reconnoissance of the route, and an estimate of the cost of the work, and 
even these reconnoissances have not been communicated by the Company to 
the Government as it was bound to do, notwithstanding that a request to that 
effect had been made through our Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington. 

2nd. Said Company has evaded, by every means within its reach, without 
pausing to consider the character of such means, the payment of that which 
was justly due to Nicaragua, refusing, to the great detriment of the Re¬ 
public, to ratify the convention which the representative of said Company, 
M, Tejada, concluded with the Government on the basis of lo per cent of 
the nett profits, which was due under the old contract, and the substitution 
of a capitation tax in place of this ten per cent; a refusal the more suspicious 
and remarkable inasmuch as M. Tejada had adjusted the very terms of the 
agreements referred to, guided by instructions which had been given to him 
to that effect, which instructions had been exhibited to my Government; and 
it was in consequence of this that the latter entered into arrangements with 
said M. Tejada; for which reason it was not presumable that the Company 
would disown the signature of their Representative which was executed in 
conformity with the basis laid down by said Company. Who would not be 
surprised, who would not be indignant at such irregular procedure? 

3d, The Agents of the Company do not demean themselves towards the 
authorities of the Republic with the courtesy and decorum which are due 
to them; those whose duty it is to conduct the correspondence are met with 
coolness, while the officials of the Government are treated with indignity, 
qthly. And that which merits particular attention from the Government of 

contracted with certain citizens of Nicaragua, by virtue of agreements entered into with 
them, they would have prevented the latter from appealing to the competent Courts 
whose duty it was to detain, as in fact they caused the detention of their vessels. 

What is a better proof that the local authorities were in the right in the two cases 
alluded to, is the fact that the vessels were permitted to continue their trips as soon as 
the Agents of the Companies had paid what was due; and that if there has been any cause 
of complaint in this matter, those who were implicated in the contraband trade should 
not be the parties to prefer it, seeing that they have been treated with excessive lenity; 
for, if strict justice had been done to them, the aforesaid vessels would have been 
confiscated, according to the provisions of our legal code. 

. undersigned thinks he has said enough to enable the enlightened and unimpas¬ 
sioned judgnient of his Excellency, M*' Borland, to perfectly understand the rights of 
Nicaragua in the vexatious questions which have been stirred up and are still kept 
ahv'e by the Canal and Accessory Transit Companies; and the Government of Nicaragua 
has sufficient evidence of the integrity and good faith of the worthy representative of the 
Government of the American Union, in Central America, not to feel confident that he 
will exert all his influence to the end that these rie-hts shall be acknnwlpflo-pd nnri 


arrected; tne Agents ot the Company have crammed this Department with 
claims which are destitute of common sense and have not the slightest 
foundation in good faith, by protesting against injuries which have resulted 
from the measures adopted by the intruding authorities of San Juan del 
Norte, while the Company is well aware that Nicaragua is unable to change 
this unfortunate condition of affairs without the intervention of some great 
and vigorous power, like that of the United States, whose protection has 
been sought in the expectation of obtaining it with the consummation of the 
Canal and Transit contracts, as it was thought to unite the interests of the 
Republic of North America with those of Nicaragua, by granting privileges 
to a portion of American citizens; and the conduct of the Company would 
seem much more shameful, if, according to information in the possession of 
Government, the authenticity of which it has ordered to be ascertained, it 
were the fact that M- J. L. White, Advocate, Counsellor, and General 
Agent of said Company, on his passage to San Juan del Norte, proposed to a 
committee or meeting of foreigners residing there a measure for granting the 
free navigation of the, waters of the river San Juan, within the limits estab¬ 
lished by Mf Chatfleld, British Consul in Central America, with the sole 
object of harassing the Government with claims, which, without affecting in 
the slightest degree its responsibility, redound to the disgrace of the Com¬ 
pany; which ought to use its efforts towards re-establishing Nicaragua, from 
whom it has received immense benefits and by whom the enormous sums it 
has obtained were furnished, in the full enjoyment of its sovereignty in the 
territory of San Juan del Norte and the IMosquito coast. If these shameful 
proceedings of M' White should prove successful, the undersigned will bring 
them to the knowledge of that Cabinet, without relinquishing the right of 
adopting suitable measures. 

But far from manifesting any disposition to act in conformity with the 
true spirit of its contract, by performing the promises which were made at 
the time of the negotiation and which are to be inferred from a natural 
interpretation of the same, considering the circumstances under which it 
was consummated, the Company has set itself to work to stir up against the 
Republic every species of dispute and difficulty; one of them being, according 
to information received and the popular belief, that they are now tiydng to 
effect the purchase of the Mosquito territory from the supposed Iving of 
that Tribe; an act which throws discredit upon the members which compose 
said Company as individuals of an incorporated society in this country, and 
as citizens of a Republic which has denied in the face of the world, the exist¬ 
ence of a savage monarchy within the territory of Central America. L pon 
this subject your Excellency must have seen the protest of the undersigned, 
which must have been brought to your knowledge by the Envoy of Nica- 



By despatch No. 8, addressed to M- Borland, a copy of which the under¬ 
signed has likewise the honor to transmit herewith,^ will be presented in 
greater detail to M- Marcy the unsatisfactory conduct of the Company in 
regard to a country which sustains its undertaking, and the efforts which the 
Government has made to put an end to the misunderstanding in a friendly 
manner and mutually beneficial to both parties. 

The undersigned trusts that this statement of facts will convince M?" 
Marcy of the uprightness of the proceedings on the part of my Government 
towards the Company, and the unlooked for manner in which the latter has 
responded to the kindness and cordiality with which it was received and has 
been regarded by Nicaragua: and he hopes with no less confidence, that the 
honorable Cabinet at Washington will know how to appreciate in a true 
point of view the idle complaints which may be addressed to it in future on 
the part of the Company for the purpose of creating a prejudice against this 
country which professes the most friendly sympathy towards all American 
citizens and has received with the utmost kindness those among them who 
have travelled over its territory; and to provoke the displeasure of the Gov¬ 
ernment of the Union, in order that, under its shadow they may carry out the 
selfish designs they harbor. 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 4, 1854. 

The Hon. Secretary of State of the American Union is already informed, 
at least, he is morally convinced, that there exists in New York an association 
composed of American Citizens, called “ Central America Land and Mining 
Company, whose object is the colonization and working of the lands, 
woods, and mines of nearly, if not all, the territory and Coast of Mosquito. 
This company derives its title and rights from a pretended grant, made in 
1838 and 1839, by the late grandfather and father of the present so called 
Mosquito King, to certain merchants of Jamaica, by means of a few bottles 
of rum, with which they enlivened the head and excited the blood of the 
savage chief. 

In order to explain this matter and to demonstrate clearly the fraud by 

which it is smicrlit- I-n nllnrfi ijnrf _J _ _ r 


protested and protests against the invasion and violation of her rights, the 
undersigned will proceed to relate the history of this scandalous fraud'and 
the origin of the deception by which it is sought to impose upon the American 
Government and the American people. 

On the 24*'^ of January 1839, The so-called King Robert Charles Frederick, 
now dead, ceded in favor of Peter and Samuel Shepherd, and of Estanislas 
Thomas Kaly, English subjects established at Jamaica, all the territory 
situated between the Southern shore of Rio Grande (Great river) and the 
northern borders of Rio Grande de Blewfields (Blewfields main river) as far 
as the district inhabited by the Spaniards on the west side, and the shores of 
the sea to the eastward. Besides this, all the district and territory situated 
between the southern borders of Blewfields Main River, and the northern 
margins of the river of San Juan de Nicaragua, as far as the portion peopled 
by the Spaniards at the West and the shores of the sea to the eastward. 

On the same day, the pseudo King ceded likewise to the same persons, 
with the assent of his Council, composed of English adventurers, all the land 
comprised between the southern borders of the river San Juan de Nicaragua, 
following the southern coast, comprising the Boca del Toro and the lake of 
Chiriqui; from thence, as far as the cliff called King Bappan, bounding on 
New Granada; and from this cliff, in a direct line towards the south, as far as 
the chain of mountains which divides the two Oceans, and the Spanish settle¬ 
ments; from whence, turning in a direction parallel with the sea, it followed a 
line until it again struck the river of San Juan de Nicaragua. 

In the month of June of the same year, 1839, the Indian chief ceded, in 
the same manner, to the individuals above mentioned, the island called Corn 
Island adjacent to the Mosquito Coast. On the 20^^ of September 1838, 
the so called King had relinquished, in favor of an English subject, residing in 
London, of the name of John Sebastian Renneck, all the river Patook situ¬ 
ated in Latitude 15°, 48 north and 84°, 14 west, at a distance of 40 English 
miles from the mouth of the Black river, E. S. E., together with all the territory 
adjoining the river Patook; that is to say, 10 English miles from both banks 
of the river and from the mouth of the same, as far as the Spanish settle¬ 
ments. The privileges granted to all these men were such, that by means of 
the clauses contained in the transfer, they could exercise the rights of sov¬ 
ereignty, having even the right to levy all kinds of imposts upon personal and 
real property, and upon imposts and exports of all articles of trade. Lp to 
this period, the British government had taken no part in any of the afore¬ 
said transfers, which were carried into effect, without its intervention or 
authority. 

On the 25*^ of February 1840, this singular monarch of Mosquitos made a 
tirtii in fr»r tlnA fircT fimp in rhp TTindem pooch. we discover the inter- 


Kegent ot tne Kingdom during me minority oi me neir. in mis manner, me 
Mosquito Empire was divided between some English subjects of Jamaica. 

A literal insertion of all these documents and state papers, and those relating 
to the transfer aforesaid, and a scrupulous analysis of all of them, would 
suffice to bear out the truth and correctness of a statement, which, but for 
this, would appear improbable & fabulous. 

The Undersigned will now proceed to shew, who were the persons who 
subsequently took the preliminary steps for the recovery of the territories 
which had been alienated by the pseudo King Robert and his immediate 
successor. 

Samuel and Pedro Shepherd, Estanislas Tomas Kali, John Sebastian Ren- 
neck, and Mateo Enrique Willok, conjointly with other British subjects of 
Belize and of Jamaica, owners of immense tracks [tracts?] of Mosquito terri¬ 
tory, seriously contemplated to obtain possession of as much as possible of 
their respective acquisitions. They converted these so called property titles 
into a species of stock, which was negotiated at the exchanges of Belize, 
Jamaica, and even in London, This paper never stood very high, because 
mercantile men had not sufficient confidence in the original titles nor in the 
Sovereign rights of the Mosquito King. But some British Subjects had a 
property interest in the question; and, above all, a degree of importance was 
already beginning to be imparted to the Isthmus of Nicaragua and reliance 
was placed in the facility for opening through it, a great interoceanic com¬ 
munication. 

From this moment, the ambition of the holders of these titles knew no 
bounds, which is the case with those who are now in possession of these so 
called privileges and these supposed and false acquisitions. They all dis¬ 
puted, with obstinacy, the property of their neighbors, the landmarks and. 
boundaries of their empire, as if they had, in reality, already been established 
there, and in the exercise of their sovereign rights, and of every thing else, 
which the pretended King of Mosquito renounced in their favor. 

Colonel Macdonald, little accustomed to reconcile differences between 
those sovereign States of Mosquito began to get so much alarmed at such an 
accumulation of claims and conflicting pretensions, that upon the introduc¬ 
tion of some Prussians in the business, he determined at last to venture upon 
a coup d'etat which destroyed the plans and dissipated the illusions of the 
new Sovereigns. 

The solution did not appear doubtful; he only wavered between the alter¬ 
native of declaring solemnly that those acquisitions belonged to English sub¬ 
jects and of pronouncing upon the validity of the same, under the protection 



of the British Government, or of annulling these transfers involving the Eng¬ 
lish holders in the ruin and reinstating the Mosquito King in all his former 
rights of property and dominion, which he had previous to these alienations. 
This last expedient seemed the most preferable and was finally adopted by 
Colonel Macdonald, who advised the Mosquito King accordingly. This 
was the origin of the decree of May 23<i 1841, which annulled all the transfers, 
in consequence, so says the decree, of such cessions having become extinct, 
according to the laws of England, which are in force in INIosquito, concerning 
real property. 

Nevertheless, this decree did not produce the effects nor the results which 
w^ere expected from it; in as much as the Prussians succeeded in combining 
and realizing the plan of colonization, which was carried out with the good 
will of the King of Prussia, who protected the enterprise. 

The right which operated in favor of the Prussians, had the same semblance 
of reality as that of the English holders. 

A Prussian colony was, therefore established at Blewfields, of which not 
the slightest vestige now remains: and it happened that while the rival in¬ 
tentions of the English holders were being manifested, there was developed 
the cupidity and desire of Prussian acquisition, supported by semi-direct and 
semi-official manifestations on the part of the King of Prussia. 

At the time, when these last occurrences took place, the Regent jJacdonald 
had already fallen under a severe attack of illness, and Mr. Walker, whom a 
Nicaragua ball, at the subsequent capture and attack of San Juan, taught 
the value of law, reason and Justice, was already agent and Consul General 
of Great Britain, Counselor, tutor and General Minister of the Mosquito 
King. 

Walker, on finding that the Prussian pretensions threatened his authority 
and compromised his politico-administrative rank and position, determined, 
at last, to complete at once, the blow previously struck by Colonel Macdon¬ 
ald, by annulling all the acts of transfer and sale, previous to the of Octo¬ 
ber 1841. This measure had become so urgent, that the pretended King of 
Mosquitos neither wavered nor shrank from declaring, at the suggestion of 
Walker, that his father and even his grandfather were mtoxicated, when they 
made such transfers. 

The decree says; 

In as much as, it is notorious that nearly all, if not all, the transfers of 
land made in Mosquetia were improperly obtained from the deceased 
King; who never received any equivalent for the same, nor have the ser\fices 
promised been rendered; and whereas 7 nany of the trajisferred obtamed 
said transfers from the deceased King wheji the l-atter was not in a sound 




recent date, in order to obtain irom tne nsrinsn ijovernment me annulment 
of this decree. The English Minister has always proved deaf to these recla¬ 
mations, suffering the aforesaid decree of annulment to exist in all its force. 
In the beginning of 1853, or in the spring some American Citizens, among 
them, a lawyer of the name of Bryce, as it is believed in New York, went to 
San Juan de Nicaragua in search of adventures, and it is even asserted, that 
it was at the instance of Shepherd and Kali, now residing at that point, for 
the purpose of negotiating and speculating on the grants which had been 
previously annulled. 

It appears that Mr. Bryce induced the aforesaid Shephard and Kali to 
promise him certain portions of land in the port, notwithstanding that said 
lands are now occupied by their proper owners, who have been in possession 
of the same for more than two years and a half. 

It is proper to remark, that the locality of the port and City of San Juan 
has been arranged and distributed into sheets and squares, by the present 
occupants, conjointly with the English Employes; all of which took place in 
1848 and 1849. 

All these lands were marked, measured and sold by said Shepherd, who 
specified the prices, being employed by the Mosquito King in whose name 
he acted; and these acts were consummated during the authority of Mr, 
Christie, H. B. Majesty’s Consul General in Mosquito; the English Govern¬ 
ment contributed likewise to this, with the view of increasing the revenue of 
the savage chief. The purchasers of these lots, cut down the woods and 
improved the land, and up to this day, they have paid annually the taxes 
due for the possession of said lands. 

The conduct of Mr. Bryce was certainly deserving of censure when he in¬ 
duced the superannuated Shepherd to transfer to him lands, the ownership 
and titles of which were null, in regard to what concerns the interior of the 
Country, and alienated, with regard to that portion located in the port of 
San Juan; setting aside many other political and legal reasons, of Great impor¬ 
tance to those governments whose territories are the homes of Indian tribes, 
who have no other recognized right than that of occupation, and conse¬ 
quently, who cannot transfer to foreigners the soil upon which they live. 

Such is the origin and such is the foundation and title of the present 
“Central America Land and Mining Company”, a fraud, an abuse, and a 
deception, through which it is proposed to delude and to seduce the American 
people, it being the most remarkable and strangest thing, that persons in high 
places, are likewise accomplices in an affair of this kind: an affair denounced 
in the chamber of the United States by the venerable and respected author¬ 
ity of General Cass, Senator from Michigan. 

And the transit Comnanv nf Ni paracrna 




ueDtea to iNicaragua lor its exclusive privilege which snatched many of its 
members from misery, poverty, and may be from bankrupt. This same com¬ 
pany is the party principally interested in the criminal game in question. 

Nicaragua never could have thought nor believed that in throwing herself 
into the arms of American citizens, asking for justice and advice which were 
promised them,—Nicaragua never imagined that a day would arrive when 
she would be strangled in those very arms which were so spontaneously open 
to receive her. 

These same arms, (persons) are those which now insult and defy the au¬ 
thority and Sovereignty of a sister republic, in open violation and contempt 
of the principles proclaimed and maintained by the Government of the Union 
and by the enormous mass of Genuine Americans. Nicaragua is threat¬ 
ened, at the same time that her authority is resisted; and she is even denied 
the rights, which, but lately, those arms, sustained and defended. It is at¬ 
tempted to commit violence with arms in hand, and to take forcible fxisses- 
sion of a country, which, in the midst of its poverty, loaded these very men 
with incalculable benefits, the origin of their late and present wealth and for¬ 
tune. This is proved and testified to by publications recently made; the 
undersigned has received reliable information of these proceedings and of 
the late efforts that have been made for the purchase of 5000 muskets, to be 
paid for with the paper of said company, at the rate of two dollars per share. 

The simple statement of facts which the undersigned has the honor of sub¬ 
mitting herewith, to the consideration and appreciation of the Hon Secretary’ 
of State, is no doubt sufficient to explain and to fix in his mind the question 
which the Government of Nicaragua is so much interested in demonstrating 
to the Government and the people of America, in its true and legitimate 
point of view. 

The undersigned, in the name of his government, protests again against 
the establishment, objects and projects of the aforesaid colonization and 
mining company, in Nicaragua, as contrary, insulting, and aggressive, 
against the dignity, authority and sovereignty of the republic; he declares 
at the same time and in the most solemn manner, that Nicaragua will never 
recognize unfounded rights; that she will forcibly resist, if necessaiy*, the 
violation, at any time, of the laws, the tranquillity, the peace and the rights 
of the republic, by means of this or other undertakings of the same character, 
and those in which the Government has not taken the initiative, or which has 
not received the sanction of its authority. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 
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Frederick A . Beelen, Secretary of the Legation of the United States in Nicaragua, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, May 4, 1854. 

Sir: In submitting for your examination the accompanying projet of a 
part of our proposed convention with Nicaragua,^ I beg leave, respectfully, 
to offer the following suggestions. 

The admission of Mr. Marcoleta’s Article is a sine qua non of his accept¬ 
ance of Article 33, while its admission by us, without being of any actual 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. i. No receipt date is endorsed on the file copy of this 
document; but the writer was probably at the Department when he wrote. 

Frederick A. Beelen, of Pennsylvania, who signed this document (which is more like a 
memorandum than a despatch) was on April 28, 1853 simultaneously commissioned secretary 
of the legations in Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Salvador. He was 
appointed secretary of legation in Chile August 2, 1854, and acted as charge d’affaires, ad 
interim, from August 26 to October 5, 1857. He resigned, his resignation to take effect Oc¬ 
tober 1, 1858. 

No explanation was made why he was taking the part which, from this document, he 
appears to have been taking in the negotiation of a proposed treaty. He had come to 
Washington from the legation of the United States in Nicaragua, of which he was secretary, 
as shown above, as bearer of a treaty which Minister Borland had signed there with the 
Nicaraguan Government on February 14, 1834. See above, this part, despatch No. 13 of 
February 22, 1S54, doc. 1261, and note 2, p. 3S5. 

2 The following are the texts of the documents, filed with this communication as enclosures, 
the last two, only, being of much interest in connection with this publication: 

Article as proposed by Mr. Beelen, and accepted by Mr. Marcoleta 

Nicaragua grants and guaranties that the United States and the citizens, vessels, and 
merchandise thereof, shall enjoy in all the Ports, harbors, & interior waters of Nicaragua, 
all the rights, privileges, immunities, and exemptions, in respect to commerce and 
navigation, which are now, or may hereafter be enjoyed by Nicaraguan citizens, vessels, 
and merchandise; and this equality of favors shall be made to extend to the merchandise 
of the United States, and the citizens thereof in their passage across any portion of the 
territory of Nicaragua, from one sea to the other; that the right of way, or transit, 
across or through any portion of the territory of Nicaragua, upon any modes of commu¬ 
nication that now exist, or that may hereafter be constructed, shall be open and free to 
the Government of the United States, and for the transportation of all articles of produce 
manufactures, or merchandise of lawful commerce, belonging to the United States or the 
citizens thereof; that no higher duties, tolls, or charges shall be levied upon citizens of the 
United States than are, in like circumstances, levied upon citizens of Nicaragua, or the 
citizens of any other country, (The words underlined were inserted by Mr. Marcoleta) 
whether upon the interoceanic route already existing or upon any other that may here¬ 
after he made, opened, or constructed; and that any lawful produce, manufactures, or 
merchandise, belonging to the United States or to the citizens thereof, passing across the 
territory of Nicaragua, from one sea to the other, for the purpose of exportation to any 
portion pf the United States, or to any foreign country shall not be liable to any import 
or transit duties whatever. 

Article j^tli. proposed by Mr. Beelen, and accepted by Mr. Marcoleta 
Nicaragua grants and guarantees to every citizen of the United States the enjoyment 
in Nicaragua of all the personal rights, and all the rights, privileges, and exemptions, in. 
respect to the acquisition, possession, disposal and inheritance of all kinds of personal 
and real property in Nicaragua, which are, or shall be, lawfully enjoyed by native citi- 


the Mosquito question, throwing her, as it most clearly will, upon the defen¬ 
sive as regards her long established policy on that subject. 

The fact of our Treating at all with Nicaragua is an implied recognition 
of her sovereignty (which includes ^'eminent domain’') over all territoiv' 
rightfully belonging to her, and, unless as in the case of Spain, v.’hen recognising 
Nicaragua’s independence, and in similar cases of Treaties between a Mother 
country and her revolted colony, a recognition of boundary is not found in 


any modern convention. 

Whatever Mr. Marcoleta’s willingness to make concessions, or his opinion 
as to his Government’s ratification of those concessions may be, I am satis¬ 
fied, from a somewhat intimate acquaintance with that government, that it 
will not attach to our simple recognition of their sovereignty su.iicient value 
to balance the concession embodied in, & provided for, by Article 33. 


Excluding both his Article & my 33. he will sign the Treaty, as it stands 
amended, with the addition of the accompanying Article 35, while the admis¬ 
sion of Art. 33. will imperil the Treaty in the Legislative Assembly of 
Nicaragua. 

The concessions, provided for in Article 33, though seemingly great are, 
virtually, & will be enjoyed, exclusively, by the Transit Co. during the con¬ 
tinuance of their charter; while no na\dgation (other than by small sailing 
vessels) of the interior waters of the Republic can ever be enjoyed during the 
term of that charter by any other than the Transit Company. It would be 
valueless for sailing vessels, because the commerce of the interior waters 


the authority of the Government & laws of Nicaragua , (The underlined words were in- 
serted by Mr.Tdarcoleta) in the same manner as if acquired subsequent to 11.* 

In all the States of the United States, whose existing laws permit it, .Nicaraguans shall 
enioy the right of possessing real estate by the same title, and in tne same mann^ as 
citizens of the United States. They shall be free to dispose of it as they rnay please 
either gratuitously or for value received, by donation, testament or otherwise just as 
those citizens themselves; and in no case shall they be subjected to taxes or transfer 
inheritance or any other different from those paid by tne latter or to ta.xes which shall not 
be equally imposed tipon her o-wn citizens. As to those States of the Union, by who^ 
existing laws aliens are not permitted to hold real estate, the President engages to 
recommend to them the passage of such laws as may be necessar\^ for the purpose of 
conferring this right. 


Article proposed fif insisted upon by Mr. Marcolctc, and refused by Mr. Beelen 

The United States recognize the sovereignty and eminent domain of the Repubhc of 
Nicaragua over all the territory lying between the -A-tlaiWic & Pacihc Oceans, together 
with the adjacent islands, originally known as the Province oi Nicaragua , now 
Republic of that name, and bounded by the States of Costa Rica & Honduras. 

The Article if admitted at all, is modified, as follows, by wlr. -\_arcy. 

The United States recognize the sovereignty of the Republic of Nicara^a o\er all 
her territory lying between the Atlantic & Pacific Oceans, and the States 01 Costa Ri^ 
& Honduras, together with the adjacent islands, originally known under the name ot 
the Province of Nicaragua now the Republic of that name. 

* Instead of Mr. Marcoleta’s underlining, there followed [In 

“Tills nrninaltion havine always been made in conformity with the law f 
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amounts to nothing, and if it did amount to anything no sailing vessel could 
compete with the Company’s Steamers. Supposing the Co’s charter expired, 
it would require greatly more than twelve years, of the Treaty, to build up a 
commerce; which, at the expiration of that term, would be sufficient induce¬ 
ment to Nicaragua to give notice of the expiration of our convention with 
her. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 


Washington, May i6, 1854. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, has just learned that the Government of Costa- 
Rica has contracted with various Merchants and Capitalists for the construc¬ 
tion of an inter-oceanic road thro’ the port and river of San Juan, and the 
Lake of Nicaragua. 

Inasmuch as the contract referred to is founded on an imaginary right 
which Costa Rica claims for the navigation of the river San Juan and the 
Lake of Granada—a right which Nicaragua has never recognized, but, on 
the contrary, has always condemned^ as inadmissible; and as, moreover, 
this contract is in direct opposition and injurious to the rights of the Canal 
and Accessory Transit Companies, which, whilst they exist, notwithstanding 
their differences with Government, (have a legitimate right),® to the protec¬ 
tion of the Republic; and as, moreover, the conditions of the contract just 
made by Costa Rica affect the interests, rights and sovereignty of Nicaragua, 
the Undersigned can do no less than protest, as he does actually protest, most 
solemnly and energetically, against the concession which the government of 
Costa Rica has made for the construction of an inter-oceanic road by way of 
the port of San Juan, the river of the same name and the lake of Granada, or, 
it maybe, of Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 

* In the original from which this document was copied, the word “rejected " is written in 
ink above this word “ condemned ’’ as an alternative translation. 

_ ^.■\bove the words “have a legitimate right” in the original appear the words “are en¬ 
titled” as an alternative translation. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the U7iited States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, Jtdy 28, 18^4. 

The Washington and New York papers, have just informed the public 
of the events that have taken place at San Juan de Nicaragua, on the 
and inst, the fatal results of which have been the complete ruin and 
destruction of that village and of the numerous and immense interests belong¬ 
ing to citizens of Nicaragua, residing alternately at San Juan and in the city 
of Granada, situated on the borders of the lake of that name. 

The causes of this catastrophy are said to be certain insults committed 
against the dignity of the Union, by a horde of adventurers, entirely foreign 
to the soil, who, usurping the rights and sovereignty of Nicaragua, have con¬ 
stituted themselves into an independent body, assuming to exercise an 
authority which did not, could not, and never can belong to them. It 
appears natural that the guilty only ought to have been condignly punished 
for their vandalic acts, without the necessity of involving in this ruin, 
honorable and peaceful citizens of Nicaragua residing at this port, against 
whom there never has been, nor can be urged, the slightest or most trifling 
complaint. 

In the opinion of the Undersigned, it would be desirable that Captain 
Hollins had regulated his action by the strict principles of retributive justice, 
and that he had confined himself to giving a severe lesson to the perpetrators 
of the excesses, and to leave in peace, in the enjoyment of their liberty and 
property, those who, like the citizens of Nicaragua, have always been far 
from sympathizing with, approving, or taking the least part in any of the acts 
and occurrences that have taken place since the time of the usurpation. To 
drive the pseudo-sovereigns from the town, the authors of all the scandalous 
excesses that have been consummated at that port, and to restore in it, the 
sovereign authority and flag of Nicaragua, would have been, in the opinion 
of the Undersigned, the only and effective means of punishing the guilty and 
of removing for ever, the causes and the source of so much insolence and 
enormous scandals. But to destroy and reduce a whole town to ashes, 
which forms an integral part of the territory of the Republic of Nicaragua, 
involving the innocent and the defenceless as well as the criminal in the ruin; 
the adventurer with the peaceful citizen of Nicaragua, the faithful friend of 
the oeoole and the government of the American Union, are acts which seem 



to the rights of citizens of the Republic of Nicaragua, many of whom had, 
as it appears, large amounts of goods in the port, deposited there, waiting for 
favorable circumstances to forward the same to the interior. 

The undersigned trusts, at the same time, from the recognized justice 
and equity of the American people and government, that the parties inter¬ 
ested, citizens of the republic, will not be refused a proper compensation for 
the losses they have innocently suffered; in the same manner, that the govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua will receive the indemnity justly due to it for the multi¬ 
tudinous damages, losses, and injuries which have been caused to the state 
by the total destruction and ruin of a port, the only one belonging to the 
Republic on the Atlantic Ocean, for the import and export of articles of trade, 
and other political and mercantile transactions. 

The Undersigned, hoping that the Hon. Secretary of State will be pleased 
to take this matter into consideration, avails himself of the opportunity [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, August 8, 1854. 

The Undersigned has received the note which the Hon. Secretary of State 
of the American Union has done him the honor of addressing him on the 2 '^ 
instant,- in reply to that which this Legation transmitted to the Departrhent 
of State on the 28*^ of July last,^ setting forth, in moderate and courteous 
language, the damages, losses and injuries which have been caused to the 
government and to several citizens of Nicaragua by the ruin and total 
destruction of the Port of San Juan; and expressing a hope that the American 
Government would not refuse a suitable indemnity to those citizens of 
Nicaragua who had been innocently involved in said ruin. 

In reply, the Undersigned has the honor of stating to the Hon. Secretary 
of State, that it never was his intention to excite or to promote a controversy 
on this subject, with the Hon. W. L. Marcy; nor does he intend now to 
reproduce the reclamation contained in the aforesaid note of the 28^^" of 
July last, until the Government of Nicaragua, on being informed of the last 
occurrences at San Juan, and the communications that have taken place 
beween the Department of State and this Legation, shall decide, in its judge- 
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ment and Prudence, as to the course which the Undersigned has thought 
proper to pursue in this matter. 

But, at the same time, the undersigned cannot avoid calling the attention 
of the Hon. Secretary of State to certain propositions and tendencies, in the 
communication of the 2^ inst, which, in the opinion of the Undersigned, 
involve, he must be allowed to say it, mistaken ideas, calculated, in a certain 
way, and under certain assumptions, to throw the responsibility of the events 
that have occurred at San Juan, upon the government of Nicaragua, which 
he seems to censure for not having prevented the excesses of some, or of the 
greatest part of the inhabitants of the Port, by tolerating their presence there. 

The Hon. Secretary of State is very well aware, that the government of 
Nicaragua has always been ready to take possession of that port, and to re¬ 
establish its authority and Jurisdiction there, if the government of the 
American Union had thought it prudent to sustain Nicaragua in this under¬ 
taking, or, at least, to interpose its good and friendly offices with Great 
Britain, so as to prevent the latter power from carrying out the repeated 
threats thrown out against Nicaragua, in Lord Clarendon’s notes to the 
British Minister at Washington, which the latter communicated to the De¬ 
partment of State. 

“Great Britain must still repel any aggression within those limits (''*>Ios- 
quito) which may be committed by Nicaragua, Honduras, or any other 
central American power. (May 27, 1853) Great Britain cannot abandon 
her present position with regard to Mosquito; nor can she permit either 
Nicaragua or Honduras to assert, and still less to attempt to eslablish by force 
of arms, over any part of Mosquito, a right of possession. And if either Nic¬ 
aragua or Honduras were still to continue to make aggressions on the 
Mosquito territory, with that object, it must be at their own peril.” (May 
27, 1853). 

The Government of Nicaragua knows very well that Great Britain would 
fully carry out these threats; and, for this reason, the Undersigned has stated, 
more than once, to the Hon. Secretary of State, that with the assistance, or 
the mediation of the American Government, Nicaragua would proceed im¬ 
mediately to take possession of the Port. 

The Hon. Secretary of State did not, perhaps, think it prudent to launch 
out in this enterprise, in' the same manner, that the Government of Nicaragua 
did not think it very advisable, neither, to jeopardize the interior tranquillity 
of the country—to compromise, it may be, the good relations existing be¬ 
tween the United States and Great Britain, and to expose its ports, in the 
pacific, to blockade, invasion, and probably to the most thorough ruin and 
devastation. This will suffice to convince the Hon. Secretaty of State, that 



the responsibility ana the contingencies oi mis enterprise, can iMcaragua be 
justly censured for not having taken possession and driven from the port, 
the adventurers who have domineered there? 

The Hon. Secretary of State in his communication of the instant, 
aforesaid, and with reference to citizens of Nicaragua residing at San Juan, 
says; 

That it is scarcely credible that a considerable number of respectable 
citizens of Nicaragua, could have taken up their residence and placed 
their property among the pseudo Sovereigns, without having been, 
necessarily, in treasonable association with the open and avowed enemies 
of the Republic; that those citizens knew, for notice had repeatedly been 
given that the town would be punished: that they had means to avoid 
all risk and to place themselves in communication with Captain Hollins; 
that they took no steps to have any distinction made in their favor; and 
that, finally, that they deliberately united their interests with the 
usurpers, etc., etc. 

The undersigned must be permitted, before all, to protest against such 
assertions, implying as they do, a declared and decided hostility on the part 
of several citizens of Nicaragua, against the Republic, the people, and the 
government of the American Union. 

Besides, neither the number nor the character of those Nicaraguans whom 
the necessities of the country continually attracted to San Juan, or who 
saw themselves obliged to reside there, in consequence of those same inter¬ 
ests, can add or take away from the right of reclaiming ^ for the losses they 
have innocently sustained. 

The Hon. Secretary of State cannot be ignorant of the circumstances and 
position of the town and port of San Juan, with regard to the interior of the 
Republic; the only inlet and outlet in the Atlantic; the point of arrival, de¬ 
posit and transit; distant nearly 200 miles from the commercial towns of the 
Republic, in consequence of which, it has always been found indispensable to 
keep certain persons there, in the capacity of consignees, for loading and dis¬ 
charging vessels; for the import and export of articles of trade. The govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua likewise maintained there some clerks to attend to the 
receipt, transmission and distribution of the public and official mail in the 
interior; and was fully convinced of the fidelity and loyalty of all those 
citizens, who have always abstained from taking the least part in any public 
and popular acts, or from participating in any of the excesses perpetrated by 
others in that locality; it being a notable fact, that the Transit Company, 
protected and defended by the Government of the Union, is the one that has 
concurred and participated in the public elections, upheld and submitted to 


sions 01 lana, sucn as it now occupies at runta Arenas. 

It would have been useless for the citizens of Nicaragua to put themselves 
in communication with Captain Hollins and to claim exceptions, when it is 
proved that a French Citizen, Mr. Barruel, protested before the Captain 
against the authorities of San Juan; which did not prevent his goods from 
being destroyed, and his property demolished; it being presumable that the 
same fate would have been theirs, even though they had followed the exam¬ 
ple of Barruel. 

In maldng a reservation for the citizens of Nicaragua, who have suffered 
damage during the last occurrences at San Juan, the Undersigned never 
meant to comprise those, if any such are to be found, who, directly or indi¬ 
rectly, had taken part in the excesses of the enemies of Nicaragua and of the 
American Union. 

The Undersigned, therefore, does not think he has given cause for, or pro¬ 
voked in any way whatever, the severe reply given to his communication of 
the 28*^ of July last; nor has he sought to wound, in the least degree, the just 
susceptibilities of the American people and the American Government, with 
whom Nicaragua has happily lived until now, and wishes to live, in future, on 
terms of the best friendship and harmony. The Undersigned has appre¬ 
hended, and does apprehend, that the destruction of San Juan has been 
brought about by certain Americans who are evidently tr>dng to get up a 
difficulty. Behind the last usurpers of San Juan, and even covered by a veil, 
not so thick as to prevent their being distinctly seen, there are others, resid¬ 
ing in the United States, some occupying high places, who have been working 
and concerting, for some time past, to carry out another project of usurpa¬ 
tion, more scandalous and on a larger scale, which embraces and comprises 
all the Country and Coast of Mosquito, and the territory’' situated to the 
North and South of the river of San Juan de Nicaragua. 

The undersigned has in his possession reliable and irrefutable documents 
showing the illegal traffic which is actually carried on in the stock of a com¬ 
pany, the title of which is more spurious, falser and more rash than that of the 
pseudo-sovereign of San Juan. 

The Hon. Secretary of State concludes his note of the 2^ instant by asking 
the undersigned to communicate to the government of the Union the opinion 
of the government of Nicaragua, with regard to the responsibility it might be 
held to, concerning the conduct of the inhabitants of San Juan. 

Notwithstanding that the undersigned thinks he has had the honor of say¬ 
ing enough in this despatch, in order that the equity of the American Govern¬ 
ment, and the acknowledged sense of justice and impartiality of the Hon. 
W. L. Marcy, may decide the question, he will nevertheless add, that it would 
he extremelv uniust to hold a Government responsible for acts in which it has 



mated and perpetrated at a point, in the state, where it has been prevented, 
by force and violence, from exercising its authority and jurisdiction. Even 
allowing that said government had exercised these attributes of power, the 
law of nations would require the aggrieved party to give timely notice, 
demanding the punishment of the culprits, and reparation for the injuries. 
It is only in the event of a positive refusal, and after having exhausted all the 
means which humanity suggests, that reprisals may and should be allowed. 

Moreover, after having chastized and taken satisfaction for the excesses 
committed, it is impossible to admit a new demand for fresh reparation, and 
the attempt to impose a new punishment for acts and transactions previously 
avenged and atoned for. Non vis in uno. 

It appears to the undersigned, that the government of the Union would do 
much better, under the circumstances of the case, by holding Great Britain 
responsible for the excesses committed at San Juan and to demand repara¬ 
tion for the same; of her, who, as the soi-disant (self-styled) protecting power, 
has tolerated and protected the enemies of the Union in the port. 

The Undersigned, believing he has answered satisfactorily the contents 
of the note of the 2^ inst, has now the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Salvadoran Minister to the United States, to William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, October 25, 18^4. 

The Undersigned, Minister of the Republic of Salvador, has to perform a 
disagreable duty in compliance with the instructions he has just received 
from his Government. 

It is well known that the Republic of Salvador is bound to that of Nicara¬ 
gua by especial Treaties as well as by the ancient ties of a common origin. 

It is not surprising therefore, that the attention of the President of Sal¬ 
vador has been drawn to the occurrences that took place at San Juan del 
Norte, alias Greytown on the 13*.^ July of the current year. 

In fact, while it is evident that several natives of Nicaragua have heavily 
suffered in their property through the action of Captain Hollins, when this 
officer bombarded and burned the above mentioned town, being in Com¬ 
mand of an United States man of war; the President of Salvador observes 
with deep regret, that, Nicaragua divided in tv'O parties is undergoing a pro¬ 
tracted and bloody revolution and does not possess a Government in a 



Undersigned to manifest to the Honorable Secretary of State, the great 
interest that the Salvadorean Administration takes in the prosperity of 
Nicaragua and her people, and in consequence of that interest, the President 
of Salvador, thinks himself compelled most respectfully to intercede in an 
unofficial form in favor of the Nicaraguans whose property has been de¬ 
stroyed. He trusts in the justice and wisdom of the American Cabinet, 
that due reparation will not be withheld. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Willia7n L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, Roveynher 4,1854. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica, begs leave to 
lay before the Honorable Secretary of State of the United States, copy of a 
letter under date of the 20**^ ultimo which the Undersigned has addressed 
to the President, Vice President and Directors of the Nicaragua Transit 
Companyprotesting against any attempt on the part of that Company, to 
dam the Colorado river at its junction with the river San Juan, that river, 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received November 6. 

2 The text of the enclosure, referred to, follows: 

Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to the President, Vice-President, 
and Directors of the Nicaragua Transit Company 

Washington, October 20, 1S54. 

The Government of Costa Rica has been informed that the Nicara^a Transit Com¬ 
pany are making arrangements to dam the Colorado river at its junction with the river 
San Juan. 

That river, the Colorado, is entirely within the territorv' and jurisdiction of Costa 
Rica and the exclusive use thereof has been granted to the Costa Rica Transit Company. 
The Republic of Costa Rica will, therefore oppose any attempt to obstruct the Colorado 
river by any works whatever which may be attempted under the direction of the Nica¬ 
ragua Transit Company, or by any other persons not authorized by the Republic of 
Costa Rica. 

I am therefore directed, on behalf and in the name of the Government of Costa Rica 
to protest against any intrusion upon its territory, for any such purpose, and to warn 
the Company which you represent against prosecuting their intention to commit any 
trespass upon said territory 

and also __ . 

against your intrusion upon and possession of the point of land on the San Juan nver 
called the “ Castillo Viejo ” and the delta of land on the harbour of San Juan del Norte 
called “Punta Arena” or “Puntilla” all whkh places are within the territory of Costa 
Rica, and have been granted to the Costa Rica Transit Company, and are required by 
that Company for the prosecution of the objects of its creation. 
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t^osta Kica, and the exclusive use thereoi having oeen grantea lo tne L-osta 
Rica Transit Company. 

The attention of the Nicaragua Company has been likewise called again, 
by the Undersigned, in regard to their intrusion and undue occupation of the 
place called “ Castillo Viejo” on the San Juan river, and the delta of land on 
the harbour of San Juan del Norte, called ”Punta-Arena” or "Puntilla; 
all which places are within the territory of Costa Rica, and have been granted 
to the Costa Rica Transit Company which is composed of American citizens. 

The Undersigned thinks it his duty to bring these occurrences to the 
knowledge of the Department of State, and to request Mr. Marcy moreover, 
to cause the authority of the Government to be exercised in order to compel 
the Nicaragua Transit Company to refrain from extending or carrying out 
their usurpatory designs against the Sovereignty of a small State which is 
at peace and on the best footing of international friendship with the American 
Union. 

Mr. Molina also ventures to think, that the Costa Rica Transit Company 
will enjoy, on the part of the American Government, the same protection 
as this Government has always accorded to the Nicaragua Transit Company. 

In connection with this subject, Mr. Molina will take the present opportu¬ 
nity to state that Mr. Marcy was pleased to remark, in a conversation with 
the Undersigned a few days ago, that the Republic of Costa Rica had never 
extended her claim so far as the San Juan river, nor to the Puntilla or south¬ 
ern portion of the harbour of San Juan nor to the Castillo Viejo &"• and 
the Undersigned then endeavored to recall to Mr. Marcy’s memory the many 
acts by which the Costa Rican Government had shown its care to maintain 
the rights of that Republic, since the dispute with Nicaragua was mooted for 
the first time. That dispute had acquired a new importance with reference 
to the inter-oceanic transit. It was deemed desirable to settle such a 
question by negotiation and accordingly at different periods efforts have been 
made by the American Government, in connection with the British Govern¬ 
ment, to accomplish the desired adjustment, through their mediation with 
the Republics of Costa and Nicaragua. 

In the course of those negotiations the claims of Costa Rica have been 
duly discussed, examined, and found to rest upon very strong and valid 
grounds by the American Government, and many very distinguished Ameri¬ 
can Statesmen who did not hesitate to recommend plans of compromise, 
which, in a contrary supposition, would never have been suggested. 

The Government of the United States went still farther by intimating to 
the Government of Nicaragua through Mr. Kerr, who was then, the Ameri¬ 
can Charge d'Affaires at Leon, that it would not see with indifference any 
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Transit Company proceeded to take possession of the point called “Castillo 
Viejo” previously unoccupied by either claimant. 

The Minister of Costa Rica most respectfully begs to mention that, as 
soon as Mr. Marcy entered on the duties of his present elevated position, the 
Undersigned took the liberty to transmit to the Honorable Secretary of 
State for his information copies of several statements published by this Lega¬ 
tion, respecting the boundary questions pending between Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua and between Costa Rica and New Granada—^Those statements 
contain a full and true account of the merits of the case, and show in the 
strongest light the justice, with which Costa Rica claims the boundaries and 
rights of navigation now in dispute with Nicaragua. 

Mr. Marcy’s attention is likewise particularly requested, to the repeated 
despatches on the same subject written by this Legation to the Department 
of State, since the Undersigned arrived in this country, and which must exist 
in the files of the Department. The Undersigned begs leave to enumerate 
the same,^ to wit: 

A communication addressed to the late Honorable Daniel Webster under 
date March 28‘.^ 1851. 

Two communications addressed to the same, 8*.^ May, 1851. 

Another ditto—ditto—21®.* June, 1851. 

Another ditto—ditto—20*.^ November, 1851. 

Another ditto—ditto—6*.’^ April, 1852. 

Another ditto—ditto—9*.*^ April, 1852. 

Another ditto—ditto—19^.^ April, 1852. 

A communication addressed to the Hon^ Edward Everett November 
1852. 

Another letter to the same, 28b*® February, 1853. 

A communication addressed to the Honorable William L. Marcy under 
date 9^*" March, 1853. 

Another ditto ditto 26*^^ Sept®.' 1853. 

Another ditto ditto 13^*" Decemb®.' 1853. 

In addition to these documents, it will not be inappropriate to refer to 
the conference which took place on the 12* July 1851, between the Honor¬ 
able Daniel Webster, Sir Henry Bulwer, the British Minister—Mr. Marco- 
leta, the Minister of Nicaragua—and the Undersigned as Representative of 
Costa Rica. The proces-verbal of that conference, shows that the claims 
of Costa Rica were considered as valid and justified.^ And again on the 
13*.^ 3 April 1852 a set of proposals was drawn between Mr. Webster, the Sec- 

^ All of the thirteen pertinent communications listed in the following paragraph will be 
found above, this part, each under its date. 



case—On the contrary it must be remembered that several months berore 
Nicaragua created her present Accesory Transit Company—Costa Rica 
had already issued a charter for the same purpose and for the construction 
of the great Canal to some British subjects residing in England; but, the 
Undersigned withheld that charter, actuated by a desire that the interest of 
his Country should never contribute to create any difficulties between the 
United States and Great Britain. He entertained also a confident hope 
that the pending questions with Nicaragua would be soon settled through 
the mediation of the two Great Powers—(See Mr. Lawrence’s L. to Mr. 
Webster London February 1851).^ 

Unluckily the only result of so much moderation, has been hitherto, that 
the Nicaragua Transit Company remaining alone in the field and without 
competition or control has paid no regard at all to the Sovereign rights of 
Costa Rica, and is actually occupying portions of her territory. 

Under these circumstances, it has become the imperative duty of the 
Costa Rican Government to adopt efficient measures for the preservation 
of the rights belonging to the Republic, and, among others that of granting 
a transit charter to some American Citizens. 

The Undersigned flatters himself, that this action of his Government, 
will be favorably viewed by the Administration of the United States, as 
being highly beneficial to the public in general. 

With renewed assurances of the most distinguished consideration the 
Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 19 Guatemala City, November 10, 1854. 

Sir: The perpetuity of the Presidency of Guatemala was declared, in a 
meeting of the Corporations and Heads of Departments, on the 21st ult^; a 
contrivance by the Rulers of Guatemala, with a view undoubtedly to retain 
power, for it is not only to ensure to the present incumbent, the office for 

1 Below, vol. VII, pt. II, containing Communications from Great Britain. 

2 Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3.^ Received January 26. Approximately, the first half 
of this document is not strictly pertinent to this publication; but the remainder, which is per¬ 
tinent, needs to be read in the light of the first part. 



the term of his natural life, as a reward for his services in furthering their 
own ends; but it is intended, to be in continuance in his family; in the event 
of his death, his wife is to succeed and govern during the minority of his son, 
and legislative enactments are to be obtained, to give, as is conceived, 
greater validity to this measure. 

In the several municipalities, pursuant of some controlling influence, 
town meetings were held and acts drawn up, purporting to declare the presi¬ 
dency perpetual, in some of these acts, the conveniencey of reforming the 
“Constitutive Act,” was also suggested, these documents being fonvarded 
to the Government, so soon as a requisite number collected, a council was 
held & there it was determined to convoke a meeting of the Corporations to 
decide upon the matter. In the meantime, with a view, to superinduce 
their judgement, their opinion was required; a literar>^ body demurred as to 
the legality of the act, as it implied a change of the fundamental law; but 
this opinion was qualified as a contumacious judgement, by the ruling party, 
who alleged that the declaration emanated from the people, and was an ac¬ 
complished fact, which superseded all constitutional statute; yet, these men, 
otherwise, overrule all popular right, proclaim the indefensibility of the 
peoples’ sovereignty and avow the divine origin of power. 

The meeting was convened, but not a word was uttered, there was no al¬ 
tercation or debate, no amendment proffered, a deadly silence reigned, 
which the Archbishop was forced to break, by repeatedly reminding the 
assemblage, of the object of the meeting, which was to discuss the perpetu¬ 
ity of the Presidency, none dared to open his lips:—so as it had been previ¬ 
ously arranged that the Act should be signed, subject to Legislative action, 
merely to appease the dissenters, they all signed it, thus, it is to be sent to 
the Legislative Body, that the articles of the Constitutive Act, militating 
against it, may be revised and altered to suit the present circumstances. 

As I have said, there was some dissidence on this usurpation of power, but 
either their mode of thought, or perhaps the absence of moral or physical 
courage, prevented, on this occasion, an avowal of the latent opposition;— 
and after they had rivetted on their own necks, the yoke of an illiterate 
indian, they proceeded to the Cathedral, where tributing their genuflection 
to a wafer god, they returned thanks, for the boon obtained, the source of 
their future prosperity:—this verifies the truth of my assertion, some years 
ago, in a Consular Despatch to your Department, that all ordinary princi¬ 
ples are avoided, and any course adopted, which passion or individual 
influence may rule. Now, this measure is admitted to be the effect of indi¬ 
vidual influence, conceived and brought to its present state, after much 
cogitation and unceasing efforts; and consummated under the auspices of a 
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doubtedly without opposition, be effected. Whereas, the present declara¬ 
tion involves a scheme that must end in the establishment of the system to 
which I have alluded. 

On the occasion of the celebration of the anniversary of Central American 
independence, on the 15th Sept'' ult“ a sermon was preached in the Cathe¬ 
dral, before all the Authorities, by a Roman Catholic curate, chosen for the 
purpose, the object of the declamation was to predicate that power is of 
divine origin, and the corollary, that the person who governed is the repre¬ 
sentative of God, and entitled to implicit obedience: the preacher scoffed 
at the effigy of Liberty, according to American representation, and in¬ 
veighed against manifest destiny. A few days after, he was prefered to the 
dignity of Canon of the Metropolitan Church. 

This revolution as absurd as it may appear, does not elicit surprize; but 
educes the character of the men of the country, who seem to have but one 
idea of Government and one of Religion. Catholicism and Military rule 
have charms for them, which my pen is inadequate to describe, while any 
other more rational form of religion or government appears to them, heresy 
and anarchy. Military despotism is evidently, the only rule congenial to 
their tastes, and has irrisistible influence over their habits; under liberal in¬ 
stitutions they degenerate and it is observed, that those who evince the 
firmest adherence to Catholicism, are the greatest zealots of Military sway, 
which fully bears out the axiom that Protestantism imposes a limitation to 
arbitrary power, while the extension of despotism is obviously identified 
with the progress of Catholicism:—And, this is worthy the attention of 
every American, who has any regard for the free institutions of his country. 

It is now a question, whether or not, these countries, be fit subjects, with 
which the United States ought to have Treaties of peace and commerce. 
Should it be answered in the affirmative, I would recommend a perusal of 
the Official Gazette of the Government of Guatemala, which is replete with 
evidences of unkindly feelings toward the United States. And, the displeas¬ 
ure manifested against the State of Honduras, for its endeavours to cultivate 
friendly relations with the U. States, is now so exacerbated, that two Hon- 
durenian Generals are employed on the frontiers, in promoting civil strife, 
and furnished with means to subvert the ruling authorities of State, for the 
purpose, should they succeed, of annulling the contracts entered into with 
Citizens of the U. States for the construction of railways In con¬ 

nexion with this spirit of hostility, is a project, in contemplation, to reform 
the tariff, in a manner, to render the duties on American Manufactures so 
high, as to preclude the possibility of importing them into the country. 

Recently a council of State was held (October 13th ult“) on the subject of 


Nicaraguan affairs, the British and French Consuls, by special invitation, in 
face of the Munroe doctrine, attended, it was decided upon, to invite the 
cooperation of San Salvador and Costa Rica, to despatch commissioners to 
Nicaragua, to interpose their friendly offices and induce the belligerant [sic] 
parties to suspend hostilities, submitting the subject of controversy to the 
decision of the Mediators; but, in the event of failure to effect a reconcilia¬ 
tion, it was proposed to adopt an armed intervention each Government to 
send 500 armed men to pacify the combattants or compel them to cease 
hostilities. Now, although Guatemala might desire to see a force of 1500 
men, just at this time, in Nicaragua, under her influence, for certain reasons 
which may be deduced from the tenor of this report; yet, it is mere outward 
show, for she has not the means to send troops out the country,', inasmuch 
as the officers of the army are unpaid for some months past, and the Gov¬ 
ernment otherwise is labouring under grievous pecuniary embarrassments. 
But, it is the policy of Guatemala, to assume, as far as possible, a position 
above that of the other States, and to mediate in their dissentions, a purpose 
which she possesses as yet, not sufficient authority to effect, else she would 
bring them under her own immediate influence; as it is, she is now striving 
to engage San Salvador to adopt her line of policy, as regards their conduct 
towards the United States. And the Government of Salvador has already 
assumed the initiative in a protest against the sale, by the Government of 
Honduras, of some unreclaimed lands, on Tiger Island in the Bay of Fonseca, 
to a citizen of the United States, as you will And in the “ Gaceta del Gobierno 
del Salvador” of Oct' 19/54 N° 77. herewith enclosed. 

Respectfully [etc.]. 
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JosS de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, November 22, 1854. 

Under date of the 4th of May lastthe undersigned had the honor to ad¬ 
dress to the Department of State, a communication which contained a 
protest against an association, which, under the name of “Central America 
Land and Mining Co’^,” has been formed in New York, and, at the same time, 
an historical sketch of its origin, tendencies and objects. 

In the just and faithful discharge of his sacred duties the undersigned has 
constantly followed up the steps and progress of said Company; and he has 
f'vpn tbp nrnof that its members and associates are dis- 
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credibility which should, in general, be attached to certain newspapers which 
are controlled by a spirit of speculation, almost always at the expense of 
truth, nevertheless if there can be any exaggeration in the notice and in 
the article, it is so trifling that it does not destroy the truth of the facts, or 
the reality and existence of the danger. 

Numerous are the proofs and guaranties which the American Union has 
given to the world of its absolute and devoted respect for the laws of the 
country, and for those of such other countries as are at profound peace and 
in harmonious relations with the United States. The proclamations of the 
illustrious President against Walker’s expedition, and against that of the 
Island of Cuba, fully demonstrate the uprightness of the views of an Ad¬ 
ministration which so wisely rules the destinies of this great Republic. 

The obstinacy with which Great Britain has maintained and still maintains 
to this day her protectorate over the Mosquito Country, has more than 
once given the American Government occasion, especially of late years, to 
declare that the sovereignty of the country referred to belongs and has 
belonged, in the most incontestable manner, to the Republic of Nicaragua. 
This declaration, or rather this acknowledgment, has been re-asserted and 
confirmed by the diplomatic agents of the Union in Nicaragua, in their 
frequent official interviews and communications with the Government of 
that Republic. 

No doubt remains, therefore, of the legality of the sovereign rights of 
Nicaragua over the whole country included between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, together with all the adjacent islands, and over all the territory 
formerly called the Province of Nicaragua, now the Republic of the same 
name, within whose area and boundaries is included the country commonly 
known as the Mosquito coast. 

The invasion which threatens Nicaragua has been planned and will be 
carried into effect by American citizens, whose nationality ought to be a 
sufficient motive to withhold them from participation and complicity in a 
project which is so strongly reprobated by morality, by honor, by justice, 
and by the laws which, in the United States, rule in matters of this kind. 

It is not invasions, or force, or violence, or lead, or the revolver, tliat 
constitute the effective elements of civilization at the present day, nor are 
they suitable weapons for the conquests of intellect and human industry; 
nor do they constitute attractions of sufficient force to allure and induce a 
kindred and friendly people to affix an indelible seal to the ties, which, by 
other means, might bind them. The Hon. Secretary of State will remem¬ 
ber the guaranties and assurances which the undersigned has given to the 
Government of the Union, of the favorable reception which will be met with 


also to represent anew to the Hon. Secretary of State, that the orders of his 
Government impose on him the sacred duty of opposing in every possible 
manner every undertaking which has not been previously sanctioned by 
the competent authorities of the country. 

The undersigned, confident of the amicable disposition and honorable 
intentions of the Government of the Union towards the Republic of Nica¬ 
ragua, calls upon it now to apply the political principles and laws of this 
great American Union against aggressions, of whatever kind, that may be in 
contemplation to the injury and detriment of the interests and rights of 
Nicaragua; and he most earnestly requests the Hon. Secretary of State that 
he will be pleased to issue the necessary orders to prevent the departure 
from any United States port, especially from New York and New Orleans, 
of any expedition or vessel, which either ostensibly or secretly designs to 
violate the laws of both Republics; and that instructions may also be given 
to the commanding officers of vessels of war of the United States, who are 
now or may hereafter be, in the waters of San Juan, or may be cruizing in 
those of the Nicaraguan Coast, to present any such criminal intent, and that 
from the port opposition shall be made to any landing against which reason¬ 
able suspicions can be entertained. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 


1277 

Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 20 Guatemala City, December i, 1834. 

Sir; In reference to my despatch N“ 19. of loth November ult°“ I send 
herewith a translation of the initiative, sent by the Minister of Guatemala, 
to the House of Representatives, of the proposed amendment to the Con¬ 
stitutive Act, so to render it consistent with the altered form of Government. 
It may be unnecessary to state, that this amendment, will be enacted by that 
House, and become the law of the land, inasmuch as the opposition party, 
is so insignificant, as to be utterly of no avail, and consequently, the few 
who are averse to the measures, refuse their attendance, or tender the 
resignation of their seats. It is conjectured, that henceforth, the province 
of the Legislature, will be circumscribed, to the approval of all governmental 
acts. 

By the proposed amendment, the President of Guatemala, is to be 
exonerated from any share of the responsibility, for the public acts, which is 
imposed wholly on the Ministers and Counsellors of State;—he may initiate 
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pend, prorogue, or dissolve the Legislature, whenever, it suits the conven¬ 
ience of his Ministers; and, appoint judges and magistrates, who must be 
regardful to his wishes, otherwise, lose their office.—Finally, justice is to be 
administered, not as heretofore, in the name of the Republic, but, in that of 
the President of the Republic. 

The postponement of the measure, to be adopted, by which the succession 
of the Presidency is to be ensured, has been deemed expedient, for some 
more fit occasion; and, the style of Republic, continued until other changes 
render its incongruity palpable: In the mean while, every possible means, 
is embraced, to throw a “prestige” around the person of the President. 

The Government of Guatemala have accredited a minister to the King of 
the Belgians, there is something of secrecy connected with the object of his 
mission, but which has been withheld from my knowledge. I have reasons 
however, to suspect, that it is with a view to solicit the interposition of the 
Belgian Monarch’s influence and counsel, as regards a protectorate sought 
to be obtained in Europe, for the Central American States against their 
absorption, by the United States; and Guatemala is strenuous in recom¬ 
mending to the other States, the adoption of this measure, as the only 
means of thwarting the ambitious projects of the United States. It is 
moreover, in combination, with a meeting of several of the Mexican Minis¬ 
ters, which is to take place in the early part of next year, in Bruxelles— 
Guatemala, is in the mean while, waging war against Honduras, and it be¬ 
hooves me, to state, that notwithstanding the assurance by the President of 
Guatemala, in his recent message to the House of Representatives, to omit 
nothing in order to preserve friendly dispositions and consolidate a union 
between the two Governments, in order to maintain their independence; 
still, this Government employ every means in their power, to promote civil 
discord in the State of Honduras; the villages and towns on the borders, are 
constrained by the presence of armed men to make “ pronunciamientos”, or 
acts of public accusation against and disavowal of the ruling authorities of 
that State, and the disaffected are, besides, furnished with men and arms, 
to keep up a state of hostility. It is surmised, that this measure, has been 
resorted to, as a diversion to prevent, a division of the scanty force of Hon¬ 
duras being sent to succour the party in opposition to Chamorro in Nica¬ 
ragua; but I have learnt and from a reliable source, that 2000 armed men, 
are shortly to march from this, against Honduras, so soon as funds can be 
obtained, to defray the necessary expences of such an expedition, to further 
the projects of the rulers of Guatemala and to which I have elsewhere 
alluded. 

Respectfullv, I am. Sir. letc.l. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaragtian Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, December ii , 18 ^ 4 . 

The undersigned has informed himself of the contents of the note of the 
Hon, W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State, of the 30th of November last.- in 
reply to that which this Legation had the honor to address to the Department 
of State on the 22d of the same,^ requesting the application of the neutralitv 
laws of the United States, against certain American citizens who, under 
specious pretexts, intend to violate the rights and territory- of the Republic 
of Nicaragua. 

The Hon. Secretary of State, who, according to the terms of his afore¬ 
said note, seems to look upon this serious affair in a different light, refuses 
to accede to the just desires of the Government of Nicaragua; considering 
the request inapplicable to the present case; and on account of the “pacific 
character” of the Company, which, it is alleged, is an association having for 
its object the carrying out of ‘‘business purposes.” 

The undersigned cannot but express the profound regrets which have been 
produced in his mind by the contents of the communication of the 30th of 
November last, because it appears to him that in it the character of the 
Company in question, and the circumstances which criminate it, are left 
entirely out of consideration. 

What then is the origin; what, the character of that Company? 

A concession extorted in 1839, by various individuals from Jamaica, amid 
the delirium and excesses of a disgusting org}% from the brutal intoxication 
of the chief of a savage tribe: a concession subsequently annulled by his suc¬ 
cessors, and fraudulently assigned to various American Speculators, who, 
from a hotel in New York, dispose of, without a blush, more than thirty 
millions of acres of land not their own, which they distribute in lots of one 
hundred and fifty acres for the purpose of offering the same to the cupidiu* 
of the innumerable idlers that germinate in the populous cities of the L’nited 
States, 

It is a public and notorious fact, and it may be that the Hon. Secretary of 
State is not ignorant, that one of the ‘‘business purposes” of the Company is 
the establishment of a new Republic in the country, with a foreign Presi¬ 
dent. That is to say, the establishment of a State within a State, which 
shall contribute to the development and extension of confusion and anarchy 
in a country, which, unhappily, is now distracted by political convulsions, in 
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Such IS the pacific object’ and such are the business purposes of a 
Company and of men who, either by consent or by force, intend to perpe¬ 
trate a most criminal inroad upon a friendly and brotherly soil, for the 
purpose of appropriating, that which does not belong to them. Even 
under the supposition that they really have the pacific object in view which 
is attributed to them, by what title do they arrogate to themselves the right 
to tread the soil of a foreign country, which is openly and solemnly hostile 
to their schemes; which protests against them, and which declares that it 
recognizes no sort of concession which has not previously been approved of 
by the competent authority of the country? 

The undersigned, without intending to interfere in matters and question .*3 
of purely a domestic nature in the United States, may be allowed to quote 
the authority of the first magistrate of the Union, in whose message of tlie 
4th inst. it is established as a recognized principle “that the Central Ameri¬ 
can States have alone inherited from Spain the Sovereignty and local juris¬ 
diction of the country.’’ 

It would be easy to accumulate quotations from many eminent American 
Statesmen in support of the right and justice which favor Nicaragua in this 
matter: it is sufficient merely to call the attention of the Hon. Secretary of 
State to the following language of the Hon. J. M. Clayton, on the occasion 
of the ratification of the Treaty which bears his illustrious name. 

We have not acknowledged nor can we acknowledge the existence of 
any claim of Sovereignty in the Mosquito King or any other Indian in 
America. To do so would be to deny the title of the U.S. to our own 
territory. 

But, even laying aside these principles and just considerations, the 
undersigned cannot understand how it can be denied that the Association 
or Company in question, possesses an illegal, aggressive, hostile and crimiiuil 
character, while the Treaty of the 30th of April, 1850, remains in force; ui 
which the United States and Great Britain entered into a mutual engage¬ 
ment, among other things, not to colonize Costa Rica, Nicaragua, the 
Mosquito territory, nor any portion of Central America: a treaty which wtis 
published in order that those citizens whom it concerns, may comply with 
its stipulations, and observe it with the respect, precision and submission, 
due to the public faith solemnly sworn and pledged. 

As a powerful weapon and a decisive argument against the British protec¬ 
torate of the Mosquito Coast, there were exhibited the stipulations of this 
same treaty which is now sought to be violated by a handful of men, who, 
from their position and political influence, ought to feel the most interested, 
in the blind and absolute fulfilment of all its clauses. 



eiiect are now oeing maae, and that m a very short time the aggressors wili 
sail from the ports of New York, New Orleans and Galveston for San Juan; 
and in the event that the just remonstrances of the Government of Nicaragua 
should not produce the desired result; to wit, the entire abandonment of 
the expedition such as it is and has been organized; the undersigned, actu¬ 
ated by a rigid, imperious, and sacred sense of duty, makes the most solemn 
reservation of the incontestible rights of his Government, in order to vindi¬ 
cate the same whenever circumstances shall require it; and at the same time 
he protests, in the most positive and peremptory manner, before God, 
before man, and before the Governments of the civilized nations of the 
Globe, against the Association or Company above alluded to; against all 
its plans, schemes, and projects; and against the aggression by which it is 
intended to violate the rights, sovereignty and territoiy- of Nicaragua. 

The undersigned, in expressing to the Hon. Secretary’ of State the true, 
sincere and profound regrets he entertains on being himself compelled to 
make use of the right which belongs to him as the Representative of the 
Republic of Nicaragua, and particularly in finding himself, with regard to 
this matter, at variance with the views and opinions of the Hon. \V. L. 
Marcy, avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Felipe Molina, Costa Rican Minister to the United States, to Williaty: L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

W.4SHINGTOX, December ij. 1S54. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary'- and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Costa Rica, has the honor to represent, to the Honorable William L. Nlarcy', 
Secretary of State of the United States; that the Undersigned's attention 
has been recently called, by the intelligence published in the news papers of 
this country, of an expedition having been arranged and organized among 
American Citizens, for the purpose of Colonizing certain lands in Central 
America under an alleged title granted by a Mosquito King. 

Among other journals, the “Union” of thiscityy (the reputed organ of the 
Administration,) in its issue of the 8‘.^ instant, speaks of the e.xpedition in 
question, as a “fixed fact” informing its readers, that Col. Kinney' of Te-vas 
w-ill be the conductor or leader of the first party of Colonists: that the tract 
about to be colonized embraces an area of thirty millions of acres—extending 
several hundred miles on the coast; and that the enterprise is entirely pacifix 
in all its arrangements and purposes— 



or is disposed to recognize any title or grant made by the Kings or Chiefs of 
the Mosquito Indians and purported to be located within the well known 
limits of Costa Rica, which are: from Escudo de Veragua to the port of San 
Juan on the Atlantic, and thence following the course of said river to the 
lake of Nicaragua &c &c. 

The Undersigned declares like-wise, that his Government will not allow 
any colonist or party of Colonists from whatever Country they may proceed 
to occupy, locate or take possession of lands belonging to Costa Rica, for the 
purposes of agriculture, mining or any other, unless he or they shall have 
previously applied to the Government of Costa Rica, and duly obtained a 
permission and legal title to that effect. 

It will not be inappropriate to add that the laws of Costa Rica are ex¬ 
tremely liberal on the subject, and afford great facilities to emmigrants, who 
should like to go and fix their residence there— 

But, so far as regards the Mosquito Colonization and Mining Company, 
on whose account, it is understood, that the alleged expedition has been 
prepared, the Undersigned begs to inform the Government of the United 
States, that said association has acquired no title whatever from the Govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica, and that any attempt on the part of it to invade the 
territory of Costa Rica shall be opposed by all means that the Undersigned’s 
Government may command. 

Mr. Molina has the honor [etc.]. 
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JohnH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William JS, 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

On board U. S. S. Columbia. 

No. 3 PuNTA Arenas, December 22, 1854, 

Sir: I arrived at this place on the 20th ins- after a passage of 22 days from 
Pensacola; accompanied, by Mr. Marling, Minister Resident to Guatemala, 
Mr. Fabens late Commercial Agent at San Juan de Nicaragua, and my fam¬ 
ily. Mr. Marling proceeded this day, on his mission, via Virgin Bay. 

Mr. Fabens will forthwith proceed to collect information, and take testi¬ 
mony in relation to the conduct of persons who assumed political contrpul 
^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received January 3. 



over San Juan, or Grey town, and to the claims which are about to be pre¬ 
sented to the United States for property distroyed at the late bombardment 
by Captain Hollins of the United States Navy. In which important duty, 
as directed in your letter of 23^ Oct. last ^ I have stopped here to aid 

him,2 . . . 

I found San Juan de Nicaragua or Greytown, slowly rising from its ashes, 
but without any government, or law, or rule whatever. The Mosquito Flag 
flies over its thatched huts, and in this Harbour are three English Men of 
War protecting it. The Frigate Termagant, (Steamer) of 26 guns, bearing 
the flag of Commodore Henderson; The Frigate Vesta Cap‘ Thompson of 26 
guns, and the Brig Daring Lt. Napier of 10 guns. 

I am informed by General O. Corral that matters in the Interior of this 
Republic are still in revolution, and regret that war still rages between the 
forces of Chamorro (the President elected) and Castellon.— The former 
having possession of Leon; the latter of Grenada and the lake of Nicaragua. 
As soon as I shall have accomplished my duties here, I will go to Grenada, 
and Leon, and hope to advise you of a more tranquil state of the affairs of this 
Republic. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jos^ de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, December 27, iSs4. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary^ and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua has read in several newspapers which have 
published it the protest that the Minister from Costa Rica, Guatemala and 
San Salvador has thought it his duty to address to the Hon. Secretary* of 
State of the United States against the self styled Central America Land and 
Mining Company so far as concerns the portion of the territory* whose inter¬ 
ests are confided to him. 

The undersigned being persuaded that this publication has been made with 
the knowledge, if not the expressed consent of the Department, begs leave 
to state that, as Representative of the Republic of Nicaragua, the most inter¬ 
ested against the projects of the said company, being desirous also to prove 
to the world that he has on his part omitted no efforts to prevent a notorious 
premeditated unlawful invasion of the sovereing rights of Nicaragua, has the 
honor to inform the Hon. Secretary of State that, unless he receive a formal 
written disaproval from the American Government, he proposes to have 
■*■^11 £1/1 ■f'Ti hptwftpn this Leeation and the said Govern- 



ment, upon this subject, namely, the undersigned s communications of the 
4*.*^ of May and 22^ november 1854,’- Mr. Marcy’s answer of 30 november^ 
and the undersigned’s reply of the december,® which publications the 
undersigned would rather see made by the Department of State than by 
the Legation in his charge. 

The undersigned begs respectfuly Mr. Marcy to be pleased to address to 
him an answer to this communication as soon as his convenience will permit, 
and avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

On Board U. S. S. Columbia. 

No. 4 PuNTA Arenas, January 2, 1855. 

Sir: I trust that you have received my despatch N" 3, dated at this place, 
on the 22^ ult- ® informing you of my safe arrival. 

I am still actually engaged here, aiding Mr. Fabens in collecting informa¬ 
tion, and taking testimony in relation to claims for damages occasioned by 
the bombardment of Greytown. 

H. B. M. Consul, James Green, tendered to me any information in his 
possession; and has furnished me with the names, nation, and amount of 
damages claimed— Which communication I have given to Mr. Fabens, 
and which he will communicate to your Department. 

No better evidence could be afforded, of the swindling character of this 
Greytown Community than this document, which claims the amount for 
damages done to English and foreigners, i,i82,678roff dollars.— When the 
whole town in its palmiest day was not worth more than 100,000$. . . . 

It is evident that the Chamorro party are more friendly to the English than 
to us,—but what is to be the result of this Intestine war, cannot now be pre¬ 
dicted. As I advised you, it is my intention as soon as I can finish here, to 
go to Grenada, and Leon; I may, then, be able to afford you more definite 
advices of the progress and result of this Revolution— It is a lamentable 
spectacle, that so lovely a country should be so torn by internal dissentioiis 
and deluged in the blood of her own citizens. 

I informed you in my last that three English men of War were in this port 
protecting the Mosquito Flag. The English Com° (Thomas Henderson) 

^ Both above, this oart. docs. 1268 and 1276. 
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in a formal note, desir6cl an official interview with me, as directed, he stated 
by orders of the Admiral of this Station, and the Minister at Washington. 
In this interview he desired to make some arrangements as to restoring law in 
Greytown,~by declaring it a Free Port—that he wished that his Gover- 
ment would abandon the Proetectorate. I informed him that I had no 
instructions from my goverment as to Greytown; and that as to the question 
of the Protectorate, it was in the hands of those who made the Treaty. He 
offered for my examination all the papers procured by his Goverment touch¬ 
ing the Greytown affairs. Of which with his permission I made copies; and 
gave them to Mr. Fabens who will communicate them to you. So far from 
his Goverment, approving Commander Jolly, for proclaiming Martial Law; 
he was reprimanded for it—and transferred from this station. . . 

In the prosecution of our enquiries here we have received much matei-ial 
aid by the presence of the U. S. Frigate Columbia. It has protected our 
friends and awed our enemies. She leaves on tommorrow, and from the char¬ 
acter of the population of Greytown, when I have to remain for awhile, I 
deem the early presence of a U. S. Ship of War important to our progress in 
collecting information and taking testimony, if not for our personal safety. 

Be pleased to communicate this to the Secretary’ of the Xa\y. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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JoknH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to WilUan: L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States '‘■ 

[extracts] 

No. 5 PuNTA Arenas, January 15, iSjS- 

Sir : . . . Some of these people, pretend to take much umbrage, at the tone 
in which the President speaks of them in his x\nnuai Message. The evi¬ 
dence will prove, that they deserve far more than is said of them, in that 
document. 

We find far more difficulty, since the departure of the C. S. Ship Columbia, 
as [we?] have no process to compel the attendance of witnesses. Even those, 
who were willing witnesses then, now stand aloof; or come by stealth at night, 
assuring us that their lives are in jeopardy. How’ far, or how soon, this may 
ripen into overt action against us, is to be seen. But I earnestly repeat the 
requisition in my last (N? 4) ^ that to our successful progress here, the pres¬ 
ence of a Ship of War, is important; and I beg that you communicate this to 


character and honour of our nation is at issue, upon the lacts which occurred 
at this place, and which we are now invistigating, it will doubtless be the 
pleasure, as it is the duty, of the Goverment to afford both to ourselves and 
the witnesses the protection so imperiously demanded. . . . 

Allow me to repeat my suggestions, as to the proper route for the mail for 
this Legation—as made in my last Dispatch; Your last was delayed, by being 
directed to Virgin Bay. 

I have noticed the protest or declaration of Mr. Molina the Envoy Ex¬ 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from Costa Rica, directed to you, 
dated 13^.’^ Dec- last;^ as regards “an Expedition having been arranged 
and organized among American citizens, for the purpose of colonizing cer¬ 
tain Lands in Central America under an alledged title by a Mosquito King." 

I am informed by Mr. Mason the U. S. Vice Consul here, that Mr. Peter 
Sheppard, the grantor of the Company, and the grantee of the King, was in¬ 
formed by Corn® Henderson, the Commander of H. B. M. Steam Frigate 
Termagant, that “if Col” Kinny and his associates landed here, claiming 
under his grant, with the approbation of the U. S; that he would protest 
against this act: that if he or they came without the protection of the United 
States, he would use all the force under his command; and seize and treat 
them as pirates." 

I state these facts to you, that you may instruct me, if you deem proper, 
should such a state of affairs occur. . . . 

I am. Sir, respectfully [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleia, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States ^ to William L* 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States * 

[translation] 

New York, January 16, 1855. 

On the 27th of October 1847, the Ship of war “Alarm,” of H. B. Majesty’s 
royal navy, entered and cast anchor in the waters of the port of San Juan, and 
her commander intimated to the local authorities that by the 1st of January 
of the following year, said port must, voluntarily or by force, be brought un¬ 
der subjection to the British, who claimed possession of it in the name of the 
Chief of the Mosquito Indians. 

On the 1st of January 1848, after a new intimation had been made by the 
commanding officer of the “Vixen" and the “Alarm,” and the solemn protest 
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by the side of, and fraternizing with that which had been previously desig¬ 
nated by the name of the Mosquitoes. 

In consequence of the occurrences and collision which subsequently took 
place on the river San Juan, between the British garrison and the troops of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, there was concluded on the 7th of March of the 
same year, with Capt. Granville Locke, Commander of the Alarm, on the 
small Island of Cuba, near the city of Granada, in the Lake of that name, a 
convention whose stipulations bound the Republic not to commit hostili¬ 
ties, in future, against the port of San Juan, and recognized the right of the 
Government of the Republic to send a diplomatic agent to London, empow¬ 
ered to negociate for the restitution of the port, and to put an end, by means 
of some definite arrangement, to the differences which, unfortunately, existed 
between Nicaragua and the Government of her Britannic Majesty. 

The Republic had previously, on different occasions, appealed to the 
American Union, and solicited its good offices and friendly mediation with 
Great Britain, in order to facilitate an equitable arrangement of said ques¬ 
tions. 

These occurrences; the simultaneous acquisition made by the United 
States of Alta California and New Mexico; the facilities which the Isthmus 
of Nicaragua offers for the construction of a ship canal, or a route for inter- 
oceanic communication, seriously engaged the attention of the American 
Government, and exercised afterwards a commanding influence in carrying 
into effect the fruitful idea of the treaty of April 19th 1849, between the 
United States and Great Britain, and eventually caused the intervention of 
the American government in the controversy and questions which were being 
discussed by Nicaragua, giving rise to the voluminous and interesting official 
correspondence which passed between the Governments involved in the 
question. 

The treaty of April 30th 1849 solemnly and reciprocally bound and 
pledged the high contracting parties, not to occupy, protect or “colonize” 
Nicaragua and its Mosquito territory, Costa Rica, nor any portion of Central 
American Soil. 

This convention ratified, the Hon. Secretary of State of the United States, 
then the Hon. J. M. Clayton, despatched to Nicaragua a special agent au¬ 
thorized to place in the hands of the Chief Magistrate of the Republic a 
letter dated June 17th 1850,^ inviting his Excellency for the reasons therein 
specified, to accredit a diplomatic agent at Washington with the requisite 
instructions and powers, for the purpose of negotiating, concluding and sit¬ 
ing with the United States and Great Britain, a treaty which, besides putting 
an end to the controversies then existing, should be in harmony with that 
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an end to the protectorate of the Mosquito Coast as would be honorable and 
compatible with the dignity of her Britannic Majesty’s Government; and 
eventually to restore to Nicaragua the Port of San Juan, at that time in¬ 
cluded within and subject to said protectorate. 

Unfortunately the result of the various negotiations entered into, with 
this object, at Washington, did not correspond with the expectations which 
had at one time been conceived, and matters remained in the same state and 
condition they were before, or rather, were plainly and sensibly rendered 
worse, by the changes and complications which ensued, to the great injury of 
the interests of all, and to the imminent hazard of new and more serious col¬ 
lisions. 

The undersigned Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, is entirely ignorant of the nature of the difficulties 
which Great Britain interposes, and of the principles upon which the United 
States agree to come to a settlement of these matters, in London. He only 
sees the good intentions of Great Britain and he does not doubt the sincere 
desire of the American Union to cooperate for those lofty ends which the in¬ 
terested parties formerly proposed to themselves. 

Nicaragua, desiring to remove on its part every species of difficulty, 
proposed to Great Britain new bases, which the undersigned had the honor 
to transmit to the Government of the Union on the 24th of January 1854,^ 
when a new and serious incident occurred, to complicate the question, and 
even to throw the interests and minds of all into a state of fermentation. 

The undersigned alludes hereby to the Company recently formed in New 
York, for the purpose, as is alleged, of colonizing the disputed territory of the 
Mosquitoes, and the lands on the north and south banks of the river San Juan. 

The character, extent and importance which it is sought to invest thivS 
undertaking with, and especially the source from whence it originated, gave 
rise to the communications which the undersigned had the honor to address 
to the Department of State on the 4th of May, the 22d of November, and the. 
nth of December last;^ to the contents of which the Government of the 
Union appears to attribute less importance than what they really possess as 
regards Nicaragua, for the Hon. Secretary of State, setting aside the political 
principles which have hitherto guided the Government of the Union, and all 
those arguments that have been advanced against the British protectorate 
over the Mosquito Coast, seeks at the same time to screen and give security 
to the Company in question, on the plea of a legality which it does not pos¬ 
sess; and to justify the object said company has in view, and the means it 
intends to employ for the execution and realization of its projects. 
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Nicaragua, who has resisted the British protectorate over the IMosquito 
Coast; who has remonstrated and protested against the occupation of the 
Port of San Juan, possesses, according to the same principles, an equal right 
and privilege to resist, oppose and protest against the new occupation with 
which she is now threatened, and against the aggression which is meditated. 

In support of the legitimate and powerful arguments adduced by Nicara¬ 
gua against the colonization which is now projected without her consent and 
even against her express desire, it will not be inappropriate to cite the bases 
which constitute her right; the principles and doctrines which have been 
professed by the Union, in regard to the substance and character of the com¬ 
promises which bind the people, and especially the government of the United 
States. 

The instructions given by the Secretary of State of the United States at the 
time, the Hon. Mr. Buchanan, on the 3d of June 1848,^ to Elijah Hise, Consul 
at Guatemala, stated: 

“The independence as well as the interests of the nations of the continent 
require that they should maintain an American system of policy entirely 
distinct from that which prevails in Europe. To suffer any interference on 
the part of the European Governments with the domestic concerns of the 
American republics, and to permit them to establish new colonies upon this conti¬ 
nent would be to jeopard their independence and ruin their interests.” 

In the Message addressed to the House of Representatives on the iSth of 
July 1848,2 the President of the United States, in relation to the disputes 
which had occurred in regard to Tiger Island (Honduras) it is said: 

“For the fact that the negociations which at length terminated in an 
amicable treaty, had progressed so far in November last that both nations 
then understood each other on the subject of the occupation of Central 
America territory, and were rapidly approaching their final determination 
that the whole territory of Central America should he neutral and the passage 
across the Isthmus dedicated as a highway for all nations whose commerce should 
never [he] overawed or endangered by the colonization or dominion of any great 
maritime power:" 

The instructions given to M' Squire on the ist of May 1849,® state: 

“If the mere fact, that Spain or Nicaragua was, at some period, not in 
actual possession of the Mosquito territory, could have authorized England 
to sieze it or hold it, in right of the Mosquito King, then England has on a 
memorable occasion been strangely unmindful of the novel principle thus 
asserted.” ..... 

“Nicaraeua is a feeble State, and capitalists, proverbially a timid race, 



Your Excellency may be assured that our efforts to this end in an 
amicable spirit and manner towards both Nicaragua and Great Britain, 
will be cordial and zealous, and will be animated by the desire which we 
sincerely cherish that the just territorial rights of Nicaragua may be 
respected by all nations. . . . 

On the 2d of May 1849® the Secretary of State of the United States said to 
the Minister of the United States at London: 

The President is decided in the opinion that that part of the American 
continent having been discovered by Spain, and occupied by her so far 
as she deemed compatible with her interests, of right belonged to her; 
that the alleged independence of the Mosquito Indians, though tolerated 
by Spain, did not extinguish her right of dominion over the region 
claimed in their behalf, any more than similar independence of other 
Indian tribes did, or may now impair the sovereignty of other nations, 
including Great Britain herself, over many tracts of the same continent; 
that all those territorial rights in her former American possessions de¬ 
scended to the States which were formed out of those possessions, and 
must be regarded as still appertaining to them in every case where they 
may not have been voluntarily relinquished. 

In another despatch addressed to the American Minister at London, on the 
20th of October, 1849,^ in discussing the British Protectorate, the Plon. Sec¬ 
retary of State speaks in the following manner: 

Lord Palmerston declares that Mosquito did not belong to Spain; 
this, certainly, is a bold declaration, but it is negatived by the whole his¬ 
tory of that country. If Mosquito did not belong to Spain, why did 
Great Britain so often, at the request of the former, relinquish her at¬ 
tempts at colonization there? 


Now it is notorious that the Mosquitoes were a tribe of Savages, 
dwelling on the verge of a country discovered by Spain and claimed by 
her in virtue of the rights thus acquired, which right has repeatedly been 
acknowledged by Great Britain in her treaties with that Power. 

Consequently the rights of Spain, or of her representative, Nicaragua^ 
cannot be questioned on the ground that the latter conquered from Spain 
merely the right of self-government, and it is not weakened because 
neither may have chosen to subjugate those Indians, or to deprive them 
of their lands by occupation. 

^ Above, vol. HI, pt. ii, doc. 851. 2 Above, vol. in, pt. i, doc. 749. 

® See below, vol. vii, pt. i, containing Communications to Great Britain. * Ibid, 



This_ Government can never acknowledge the independence of the 
Mosquitoes, or admit that they have any right of sovereignty over the 
port of Greytown (San Juan), or the country adjacent thereto. 

They (the Mosquitoes) are not, nor can they ever be, a maritime 
people; consequently they can have no more use of the shores of the 
harbour of Greytown than of any other parts of the Mosquito coast. 

This mass of quotations and authorities might be increased ad infinitum 
by turning to and copying the documents officially addressed to the Ameri¬ 
can Congress by the Government of the United States, and even the innu¬ 
merable speeches delivered, in both houses, by eminent members thereof, in 
support of the right and justice with which Nicaragua resists the pretensions 
of the new “Pilgrims”, who, at all hazards, propose to invade, under the pre¬ 
tence of colonizing, the territory of the Mosquitoes, belonging to the Repub¬ 
lic. 

From all these quotations it is clearly deduced; 

1st. That the United States have never recognized any other sover¬ 
eignty than that of Nicaragua, over the Mosquito Coast and the port of 
San Juan. 

2nd. That the American Union has never desired nor intended to 
tolerate the establishment of colonies at said points, especially by the great 
maritime powers, which threaten the independence and integrity of the Re¬ 
public of Nicaragua. 

3d. That the Mosquito Indians are unable to transfer rights which 
they do not possess. 

4th. That these rights and exclusive dominion over the whole country, 
from sea to sea, belonged exclusively to Spain, and now belongs to its repre¬ 
sentative, the Republic of Nicaragua. 

5th. That the Mosquito Indians never did have, nor have they now, 
the power to transfer to foreigners any portion of the territory which they 
occupy and make use of, for themselves alone; and, by a natural deduction, 
that the right and title alleged by the present pretended Colonization Com¬ 
pany, is delusive, and even fraudulent, considering the source from whence it 
emanates. 

6th. That Nicaragua possesses, with even still greater reason, the 
imprescriptible right to interpose, as the United States did to Great Britain 
and to the late inhabitants of San Juan, her veto, and if need be, force, in 
order to repel such pretensions; and to invoke the aid of the Government of 
the United States, and even that of any other foreign power. 

1 T'l-iics 10 on prmr in rlcitp ftinrp tHp spntpnrps mioteH afp in an Instructioii datcd. 


in luriner coruirriiaLiuii ui uicoc wm owziAv-iwic 4 uulc 

from a despatch recently addressed by the Hon. W. L. Marcy to the Ameri¬ 
can Minister in Great Britain, Mr. Ingersoll, under date of June 9th 1853.1 

The United States cannot recognize, as valid, any title set up by the 
people at San Juan, derived from the Mosquito Indians. It concedes to 
this tribe of Indians only a possessory right, a right to occupy and use 
for themselves the country in their possession, but not the right of sov¬ 
ereignty or eminent domain over it. 


It is not probable that any attempt will be made to claim for the 
people of San Juan any authority over Punta Arenas derived from the 
Mosquito Indians. 


It is proper to say, in conclusion, that the President does not author¬ 
ize me to say in reply to the despatch of Her Britannic Majesty’s princi¬ 
pal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, anything which may be con¬ 
strued into a recognition on his part, of the claim set up by the people at 
San J uan to sovereign authority in themselves over any territory what¬ 
ever, or to any municipal or corporate powers or political organization 
derogatory to the sovereign rights of either Nicaragua or Costa Rica. 

These just and legitimate arguments and declarations which the Hon. 
Secretary of State of the United States adduces, are precisely those which 
Nicaragua does, can, and should, with greater reason and appropriateness, 
allege against the new project of colonization, and against a company whose 
title, if perchance it does exist, is nothing more than one derived from the 
Mosquito Indians. 

To recognize, to tolerate, and even indirectly to sustain divers American 
citizens in that which, according to the views of the Hon. W. L. Marcy, he 
could not and ought not to recognize or tolerate in the ancient inhabitants 
of San Juan, that is to say, a right derived from the Mosquito Indians deroga¬ 
tory to the sovereign rights of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, would be the most 
flagrant contradiction of the policy and principles professed by the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States, in the face of the whole world. 

From the very character of the unflinching and constant opposition which 
the United States have made, up to the present time, to the British Protec¬ 
torate over the Mosquito coast and to the pretensions of the former inhabi¬ 
tants of San Juan, Nicaragua is now likewise justified in her opposition to 
those who, without any title or legal right, now propose to colonize this same 
territory. To deny or refuse to Nicaragua this power and right, is tacitly 
to deny the power and right, the reason and justice, which sustain the Ameri¬ 
can Government against those who mav orotect the Chief and the Mnsnuito 
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to concede to every Indian tribe, over the whole American continent, without 
any exception, that which has, with such good reason been denied them up 
to the present time: it is to authorize these same Indians to maintain, as 
“Lords,” a right which they do not possess, and to resist, as “Sovereigns” 
all that they do not consider in accordance with their interests; and finally, 
it is to give them and acknowledge in them the power to transfer a part or 
the whole of the territory to the highest bidder; and, if they should think it 
proper, to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, to the Empire of 
France or to any other foreign State, Nation, People or Power whatsoever. 

The undersigned will refrain, for the present, from enumerating the 
circumstances, and from mentioning the individuals who encouraged and 
assisted him to maintain the opposition, which, by the express command of 
his Government, he made to the Convention of the 30th of May, 1853; 
and the solemn promises and assurances which were given him by eminent 
statesmen, who enjoy with reason and justice, the high reputation which 
their talents have procured them, and who, at the present day, occupy 
elevated positions in the executive and legislative branches of the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States. 

The United States have entered into an engagement of honor with the 
whole world, as concerning Nicaragua, from which they cannot escape with¬ 
out creating violent suspicions and just apprehensions in whatever spot on 
the globe the American people shall see fit to fertilize with their labor, toil, 
industry and capital; and without incurring the risk of seeing in future all 
the wondrous marvels which their ingenuity, their energy, constancy, and 
courage can conceive and produce upon a foreign soil, rendered abortive. 

What has been above stated will be sufficient to convince the Hon. Secre¬ 
tary of State of the reason and justice with which Nicaragua has protested 
and does protest against the Company in question, and requested, although 
without success, the application of the neutrality laws of the United States, 
against it. 

It is true that the Government of the United States cannot prevent its 
citizens from transferring themselves to a foreign country, nor from employ¬ 
ing, individually, their industry and capital as it best pleases them; yet as 
far as the present case is concerned, and as regards the Republic of Nicara¬ 
gua, the undersigned is thoroughly convinced that the Government of the 
United States can, and has the power, and he must be permitted to say it is 
its duty, to prevent and oppose the carrying out of those projects, and the 



proclaimed by an immense majority, if not by the unanimous vote of the 
French people. 

“L’absortion est faite,” (the absorption is accomplished) will Nicaragua 
perhaps be able to say, in view of the events which are now in preparation, 
and if the Government of the United States does not adopt the measures, 
which, in the opinion of the undersigned, are enjoined upon it by its engage¬ 
ments with Great Britain and with the Republic of Nicaragua. 

The undersigned cannot avoid expressing here the pain with which he has 
seen in the Washington Union of the 9th inst., the insertion of a letter signed 
by the so-called General Agent of the pretended Agricultural and Mining 
Company; because, as said journal is considered both within and without the 
United States, whether rightly or not, as the official organ of the Government 
of the United States, and as the echo of the Administration; it might, and 
even ought to have abstained from admitting into its columns invectives 
gratuitously cast upon a Foreign Minister, who speaks and acts in the name 
of his Government, and who respects the laws and constituted authorities of 
the country. Far from believing that his remonstrances and allegations are 
“intemperate, unfounded and untrue”, the undersigned believes it to be his 
duty to reproduce them on this occasion, especially as their truth and accu¬ 
racy have just been proved and verified. 

In order to impose a restraint upon, and efifectually to silence “unfounded 
assertions and misrepresentations ”, the author of the letter above referred to, 
would have acted much more discreetly by exhibiting to the public the ma¬ 
terial proof of the rights he alleges, sanctioned by the Congress and Govern¬ 
ment of the Republics whose right it is so to do. This sanction is the sole 
and only essential, necessary, and indispensable requisite; which the whole 
world, especially the undersigned, must acknowledge and respect. 

The undersigned will appeal to the sound and upright judgment of the 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, and to the discretion and intelligence of the Administra¬ 
tion and Government of the American people;—to the end that they, con¬ 
sulting their hearts, their judgment and their consciences, may decide upon 
the meaning of all this array and paraphernalia of Colonels, Mayors, and 
other officers, whom the Press and public opinion of New York and other 
localities are incessantly holding up to the public gaze; and, in order that 
they may form an estimate of the nature of the schemes that have been de¬ 
vised against Central America by these modern Phoenicians; who assume 
military titles and don the military [insig?] nia,^ and grasp the sword and the 
musket instead of the ploughshare, the axe, and the shepherd’s crook; think- 

^^In.binding the file copy of this document, this word was hidden, except what appeared to 
be “nia”. The word “insignia” would appear to be the appropriate word. 



secreted amidst briers, forests, thickets and swamps, under the guard and 
custody of Zambos, Moscos and Poyais,—and under the by no means at¬ 
tractive and seductive influence of a pestiferous and fever-giving atmosphere. 

The advanced sentinel of the interests of Nicaragua, and the jealous 
defender of the rights of the Republic the undersigned has no alternative 
but to remain firmly in the breach, in the just defence of the Sacred mission 
which has been intrusted to him. 

In conclusion, the undersigned believes it to be his duty to protest, here, 
in the most sincere and solemn manner, that he has never been actuated by 
the slightest intention or desire to wound in any way the feelings of any 
individual or corporation whatsoever; much less to be wanting in the consid¬ 
eration, respect and regard due to every people and Government,—to the 
American Government and people. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler^ United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[extract] 

No. 7 San Juan del Norte, February ig, j 8 jS- 

Sir: . . . Your Department has been advised, that there is no authority 
at this place to which, I can apply or appeal for redress for the past, or pro¬ 
tection for the future. 

A large portion of this community is composed of men of the most lawless 
character; without any visible means of living; whose tastes and temper, 
delight in scenes of tumult, crime, and blood. Daily, at this place within my 
hearing, are outrages committed; and my repose is broken by their bacchana¬ 
lian orgies “making night hideous.” I rejoice that I have completed here, 
the matters to which you directed my attention; (aiding Mr. Fabens in col¬ 
lecting testimony); and that I go, in the first Steamer, to the Interior. 
Nothing but a sense of duty, and instructions from your Department, could 
compel me to remain two more such months here; for there has not been a 
hour that the safety of myself and family has not been jeopardized. Since I 
have no other protection than the Flag of my country, (which these outlaws 
but little respect), and (humiliating as the feeling may be, to an American 
Minister) the guns of Her Britannic Majesty; ships of War in this Harbour; 
which if ready to protect, as far as convenient, personal safety, are not to be 
used to avenge injury to our citizens, or insult to our flag. 


In my Dispatch, iMo, 4. datea at tnis place on 2'" jan. last," 1 miormea me 
Department, of the intended early departure of the U. S. Frigate Columbia; 
and that from “the character of the population of Greytown, the early pres¬ 
ence of a Ship of War was important at this point.” 

In my dispatch. No. 5, dated at this place on 15**^ Jan. last,^ I ''earnestly 
repeated this requistion." I now repeat it again, with this premonitory re¬ 
mark, that if not heeded promptly, the people of the United States, need not 
be surprized, when they hear that valuable property of their fellow citizens 
invested here; and in transit, four times a month through this place, and 
many valuable lives, fall a sacrafice to the needy cupidity, and reckless fury, 
of these lawless desperadoes. 

The presence of a U. S. armed Vessel of any size, touching at this point, 
once in three months, will avert such a catastrophe. 

The U. S. Commercial Agent, Jos. W. Fabens, Esq., will hand you this. 
With him you can confer further as to this matter. He is an eye witness to 
the conduct of the population of Greytown. 

I have the honor to be [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 


New York, March 14, i8sS- 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, hastens to transmit to the Hon. Secretary of State 
of the United States, the annexed copy of a letter, the original of which is 
among the archives of the Legation, which H. B. Phillips, Secretary of the so 
called General Agent of the pretended Central American Company, has 
addressed, within a few days past, to a Frenchman resident in New York.'^ 


^ Above, this part, doc. 1282. 

® Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 

* The following is the text of the enclosed letter referred to: 


^ Above, this part, doc. 1283. 


W. B. Phillips to L. Cousin 

Washington, February 24, 1835. 

Dear Sir : Col. Kenney received yours of the 20^. He fully appreciates your offer to 
raise a company of men and the class of men you speak of, and he would be very happy 

Sac^'he Nicaragua) or Greytown for which 

m a few days, and will be there ready to receive you should you go— 
He would inform you for your satisfaction that the territory he is about to locate and 

rh P Cpnfi ? supreme authority to grant lands, make titles &[&c ?] is the property of 
Central Arncncan Comoanv of whirh fip is tliA rron<aT**3i _i.* _ 


i nis you are uwaic la an luipui taiii cuiiiiiicruiai poaitiuii, il is liic iuulc lu v^aiuui uia ovei 
which the Transit Comp. caiT>' their passengers and must some day as it has been de¬ 
termined by surv’eys be the line for a ship canal. 

This country undoubtedly is the most prolific in the world, there crops of com for 
years are raised on the same soil, the finest sugar, the best coffee, cocoa, indigo, to¬ 
bacco and a variety of other productions, it is rich in mines of gold, silver, copper & its 
natural products such as mahogany log-wood, cabinet woods, tortoise shell are very' 
abundant. The climate particularly the high lands is pure and salubrious. 

Besides all these advantages the distracted, decaying state of society in the countries 
of Central America leads us to suppose that the day is not far distant when the whole of 
that interesting and important part of the world must be controled by a more vigorous 
and enterprizing race, such as we contemplate transporting there. 

Sections of 640 acres will be given to actual settlers and it is advisable that all will 
take w’ith them such implements of agriculture, mechanical and defence as they can 
procure. 

For this grant of land the only thing required will be that each man shall be ready any 
time during the period of 12 months after his arrival to defend the country, should there 
be necessity for it. 

Each settler ought to provide himself for his wants for several month[s] after his 
arrival. 

Steamers leave N. York on the 12*’’ and 27‘A of ev'ery month and charge from S35 to 
65 per passage and fare. 

If how’ever a sufficient number of settlers could be collected together an small vessel— 
could be chartered at a low rate. 

9 to 10 days is the passage from N. Y. by Steamer. 

Any gentleman who makes himself usefull in raising settlers for this colony will re¬ 
ceive a larger grant of land and a position accordingly'. 

Very respecfully. 

* The Secretary’s letter to Kinney, copied from Domestic Letters, vol. 43, follows: 

William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, to H. L. Kinney, Esq. 

Washington, February 4 , iSss . 

Sir: If the enterprize of which you speak in your letter to me of the 28th ultimo is a 
mere peaceful emigration; if you, and those who propose to go with you prefer to leave 
the United States and seek a permanent home in a foreign Country, to renounce your 
citizenship here, and the rights and privileges belonging to it, and to submit yourselves 
to the law's of another jurisdiction, it is neither the duty nor the desire of this govern¬ 
ment to interfere with your proceedings. By such a course you cease to be citizens of 
the United States and can have after such a change of allegiance no claims to protection 
as such citizens from this government. You seem, however, to repel the inference that 
you intend to submit to the existing sovereign authority of any country. Your design 
in this respect is indicated by the following passage in your letter: 

“ It is my purpose to occupy some suitable place, and to establish municipal regula¬ 
tions for the immediate government of the Colonists, so that it may be in my' power to 
enforce order and keep up the forms of civilized society from the beginning.” 

It is not to be assumed that the country to which y'ou are going is not within the 
territorial limits of some government. That it is a part of the sovereignty of a govern¬ 
ment, is implied in the fact, that you claim to have ‘‘a grant” for the lancfe you propose 
to occupy. Although you do not state the source or nature of your grant and the par¬ 
ticular country to which you propose to go, it is evident from the title of your Associa¬ 
tion, “The Central American Company” that your destination is Central America, and 
I know no portion of it over which some of the Central American States have not 
sovereign jurisdiction. It is very generally understood that y'our Colony proposes to 
take possession of a part of the Mosquito Country over the whole of which Nicaragua or 
Costa Rica claims jurisdiction. 

The Ministers of those governments have both declared that you have no grant from 
their own nation and they protest against your proposed expedition as an invasion of 


it appears that the majority of those persons who in good faith had given 
credit by their adhesion, to the pompous promises and false assurances of 
the members and agents of that illegal Company, withdrew their interests in, 
and abandon an undertaking opposed to every principle, unworthy of a great 
Nation, and incompatible with American honor; and those only who set at 
defiance the force, power, and efficacy of all law, divine and human; those 
who do not scruple to trample upon all consideration and respect; those whose 
only object is to establish, increase and accumulate their fortune at the ex¬ 
pense of Society, without regarding the means, are the men, who, even at the 
present time, are agitating and proposing to prosecute and fully to carry out 
such subversive plans, and who carry their audacity so far as to give assur¬ 
ances that they can count upon the moral assistance of the American Gov¬ 
ernment, and on the material aid of the United States Treasury. 

Innumerable are the proofs which the undersigned can adduce with regard 
to the exertions and intrigues which the so called Agents of the Company in 
question presume to make, and with regard to the efforts which they are 
constantly putting forth, at times by means of private intimations, at an¬ 
other, by publications which abound in the Newspapers of the United States 
and of many of the principal cities, particularly in Mobile and in New 
Orleans, where there are now existing public agencies superintended by 
American citizens. It will be sufficient however to call the particular atten¬ 
tion of the Hon. Secretary of State to the meaning and language of the en¬ 
closed letter, in which the intention to obtain possession of the whole Ameri¬ 
can continent, and to substitute for the race which now lawfully possesses 
and occupies it, another composed of adventurers from all countries, is not 
only clearly and distinctly avowed, but that it is even designed in order to 
accomplish this purpose, to raise and convey an armed force for the defence, 
as is alleged, of the territory which said Company claims as its property, and 
that an obligation is imposed upon the so called colonists to preserve a mili¬ 
tary organization during the first twelve months of their residence in the 
country. 

In order to further demonstrate the accuracy of these assertions, and to 

their rights of property, jurisdiction and sovereignty. If your grant is derived, as it is 
presumed to be, from a personage called the Mosquito King, it is proper that you should 
be apprized of the light in which this government would regard such a title. The polit¬ 
ical condition of what is called the Mosquito Kingdom has for several years past been a 
matter of discussion between the United States and Great Britain. This government 
has uniformly held that the Mosquito Indians are a savage tribe, and that though they 
have rights as the occupants of the country where they are, they have no sovereign or 
political authority there, and no capacity to transfer to individuals an absolute and 
permanent title to the lands in their possession, and that the right of eminent domain— 
which only can be the source of such title—is in certain of the Central American States. 

If the emierants should be formed into Comoanies. commanded bv officers, and 




ence may be made to another letter, published within the last lew weeics in 
various newspapers, in which in reply to another wherein information and 
details are asked of him, Colonel Kenney says: 

Every emigrant to Central America who engages to serve in a military 
capacity, for the period of twelve months, the Government which shall he 
established there, shall obtain a grant of 640 acres of land, and the officers 
shall obtain others proportioned to their rank. 

If you can conduct a certain number of emigrants, you will have the 
right to an official position proportioned to that number. 

Quotations such as these need no comment. 

“Nicaragua,” said a sagacious statesman, recently, in the Senate of the 
United States, a man familiar with the questions and difficulties which have 
arisen in relation to affairs in Central America, 

Nicaragua ought to be the last country towards which and against 
which should be permitted the departure of an expedition, whatever it 
might be, whose object was in manifest opposition to the wishes of the 
Government and of the country; Nicaragua must be the first country in 
those regions worthy of our esteem, and to which we ought always to 
extend a friendly hand on account of the marked preference she has 
given us, by facilitating our relations and commerce in the Pacific. 

The undersigned entertains the most thorough conviction that, in uttering 
such noble and sensible words, the Hon. J. M. Clayton echoed and reflected 
the sentiments of the Government of the United States and of all honorable 
American citizens, with whom Nicaragua has lived up to the present time 
and desires to live in future on terms of the most devoted, sincere and cordial 
friendship. 

The reclamations which the undersigned has the honor, on the present 
occasion to lay again before the Hon. Secretary of State are most just, lawful 
and well established, and are in accordance with international law, and with 
that which every society, every people observes for its own preservation, and 
to maintain its nationality, menaced in Nicaragua at the present time, not 
by private individuals who attempt, independently of each other, to make 
their industry and capital productive, to the advantage of the country, to 
whose laws manners and customs they voluntarily submit and subject 
themselves; but, on the contrary, by an association whose members it intends 
to make use of for the purpose of invading the country, arms in hand, dis¬ 
regarding and trampling upon the most sacred rights; which meditates the 
subversion of order and the established Government; whose design and 
operations rest upon destructive bases and upon a fraudulent and illegal act 
such as the acquisition which it pretends to have made of a fictitious author- 



In consequence of the new attempts and criminal efforts lately put forth 
by the pretended Company of Central American colonization, and the cir¬ 
cumstances which render all their operations so odious and criminal; a part 
or parts of the expedition being about to sail from some of the ports of the 
Union for San Juan de Nicaragua, a port which the Company intends to take 
possession of, the undersigned cannot avoid to repeat here the language con¬ 
tained in his communication of the 22d of November last,^ and to ask, with 
the utmost earnestness that the Government of the Union will adopt the 
necessary’ measures in order to put an end to and prevent the carrying out of 
the perfidious projects formed upon the soil and territory of the United 
States against the integrity, the laws and the property of a friendly and sis¬ 
terly Republic: and he again asks, that the neutrality laws of the United 
States may be applied against the invaders. 

Hoping that the Hon. Secretary of State will be pleased to accede to the 
just and rational wishes of the Government of Nicaragua and that he will 
have the kindness to reply to this despatch as soon as possible, the under¬ 
signed avails himself of the occasion [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[TR.4NSLATION] 


New York, March i8, 1855. 

In addition to the note of the 14th inst.^ the undersigned has now the honor 
of transmitting to the Hon. the Secretary of State, a copy of a new letter 
from the so-called Secretar^^ of Col. Kenney,'* in reply to another which was 

^ Above, this part, doc. 1276. 

* Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received May 15. 

® Above, this part, doc. 1286. 

* The following is the text of the enclosure mentioned: 

W. B. Phillips to L. Cousin 

Washington, Marchs, 1835. 

Sir : Col. Kenney r^eived yours of the 2-. In reply to your questions he would inform 
you that it is irnpossible to form any military organisation in this country to proceed 
to take possession of another country. It would be a violation of the neutrality laws 
of the U. S. and it has been a subject of communication between Mr. Marcy S. of 
State and Colonel Kenney. Whatever is to be done, therefore, in that way must take place 
after we get beyond the limits of the United States. 

Eveiyi rnan notwithstanding this, may carry and ought to carry his own arms as he 
would his imnlements of husbandry.’- nr mpchanirs Mn rtna 4-«»«-r 



DOCUMENT 1288: APRIL 10, 1855 45I 

addressed to the pretended colonization Company of the Alosquitoes by 
Mr. Cousin. 

If any doubt had hitherto been entertained as to the immoral projects of 
Col. Kenney and followers, the document hereby submitted to the just con¬ 
sideration and upright judgment of the Hon. W“ L. Alarcy, will no doubt suf¬ 
fice to prompt the immediate action of the Government of the Union, against 
a set of men whose rash duplicity vies, in the highest degree, with the most 
refined hypocrisy. 

In consequence of certain expressions contained in the enclosed letter, 
which compromise the honor of Col. Kenney in so grave and serious a man¬ 
ner, it will be difficult in future to reconcile the truth of his pompous asser¬ 
tions, so repeatedly made through the press, with a peaceful possession and 
the peaceful objects of the Land and Alining Company. 

The undersigned abstains from offering any comments upon the document 
in question, and confines himself simply to renew here the request he had the 
honor of making of the Hon. Secretary of State, in the name of his Govern¬ 
ment, in the note of the 14th inst. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1288 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident hi Nicaragua, to Mateo 
Alayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

[extract} 

No. 3 Granada, April lo, iSjj. 

. . . The Undersigned, as he promised His Excellency the Dep. President, 
Mr. Estrades, in the official interview of yesterday, encloses the letter of Mr. 
Marcy to Mr. Kinny of the 4^^ of Feb^ 1855;- which is the only communica¬ 
tion he has received from his government on this subject; and it will be ob- 


law to prevent it. You ought to be •well armed and provided. The Central American 
Company can give no assistance in money. They will give liberally of lands as I in¬ 
formed you and should your services be required after you arrive there you will be paid 
for them. 

The Transit Steam company would not be likely to make the passage money easi^ 
for you or facilitate your wishes in any w'ay if they know that you were going to jom 
Col. Kenney, as that Company is hostile to the enterprise. Those who can afford it 
had better take passage quickly and provide themselves with all they need and go there 
at once. Col. Kenney will leave for Grejliown in a few days and leaves Washington for 



served, this letter fully verifies every position, made by the Undersigned in 
the interview of yesterday, as to the views of Mr. Marcy upon this question. 
The Undersigned renews [etc.]. 


1289 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 10 Granada, April ii, 1855. 

Sir: . . . From the illness of the President my official reception was de¬ 
layed until Saturday the 7*.’^ ins-—when at 5 o’clock I was escorted to the 
Government House, attended by a large number of persons, when and 
where I delivered the address, a copy of which is enclosed marked C,®—the 
tenor of which will meet the approbation of my own government, as it has 
received much favour from this. The reply is enclosed marked D.® On the 
next day, the Congress met; At the opening of which, accompanied by much 
ceremony, I was invited to attend. 

On the next day, (Monday 9th.) I held a long conversation (official) with’ 
the President and Secretary of State—on some matters of present and press¬ 
ing importance; you will find a faithful account of the same, enclosed, 
marked E.^ to which I beg your especial attention, as in it I had to explain 
your views without any positive instructions. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received May 4. 

The omitted portions at the beginning and end of this despatch relate to Wheeler's arrival 
at Granada, his request for an audience with the President, the revolution, and the diplo¬ 
matic corps. 

* The important portion of the text of his address follows: 

Mr. President: . . . 

As a Nation, we have had the same dark days of tribulation and trial; we have to 
maintain the same principles of Liberty with ceaseless vigilance. Our hopes and our 
destinies are so intimately connected, that the intrests of both Republics are identical. 

\\Tiile the eyes of the world are upon us both, and the hearts and hopes of every friend 
of freedom are with us; at the same time, the jealousy of Tyrants watches us with envy 
and with vigilance. Our true policy is not only to declare but to maintain, that the 
people of American Republics can govern themselves—that no foreign power shall ever 
be allowed to controul in any manner our views; or interfere, in the slightest degree with 
9J^r intrests. The dignity, rights security and repose of us both demand this; and the 
idea of ^y mterference or colonization by any Foreign Power on this side of the Ocean 
XT y madmi^ible”. This principle laid down by one of the Presidents of our 
Nor^ern Republic, at an earlier period of our Republic, has been recently reitereted 
by the present j^triotic Cheif of our Republic in his inaugural Address; and more 
than twenty millions of gallant hearts in both Republics, have responded favourably to 
this decided cis-Atlantic sentiment. . . . 

^ Not included in this publication. 


_ 


When these questions are settled and the country more quiet, I shall open 
the question of the Treaty, with which I am charged. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1290 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation*] 

Granada, April 27, iSjj. 

Honored Sir: By the newspapers of the U. S. and by other sources it has 
come to the knowledge of my Government that the so called Colonel Kenney, 


. . . The Secretary of State then asked what would be the probable course of the 
U. S. Government towards the sufferers at San Juan del Norte by the bombardment?— 
I replied that I had no notice of the probable course or any instructio.ns upon this 
point—^but that in the last Congress, a bill to pay M'’ De Forest $12,000 for powder de¬ 
stroyed by Cap* Hollins had been introduced into the Senate; whether it had passed or 
not, I could not say; but that innocent sufferers might be paid; the factions and turbu¬ 
lent would not. Mr. Mayorga asked who I meant by “factions & turbulent”,—I re¬ 
plied, “such men as disturbed the Transit Companys property—insulted our Minister, 
and defied all rules, laws or order,” In reply, I asked what were the views of Nic* in re¬ 
gard to San Juan? did they intend to leave as it was, “the refuge of runaways, rene¬ 
gades, & rascals ” or maintain the law's of Nic“ over it? He replied that by some former 
arrangement this port has been deposited. To whom—I asked? “To the English by 
the treaty at Cuba” was his reply,—I then said, that I understood the treaty of Cuba 
was made by the Government of Nic* with the English under duress and fear—and that 
any act done under duress and fear, by the common Law as well as the Law of 
nations, could not be considered valid—that this w'as my impression of the history of this 
case. But if the treaty of Cuba did pledge the port of San Juan to Great Britain: that 
by treaty of 19*’'Ap' 1850 (Great Britain had solemnly agreed not “to occupy, fortify, or 
colonize, or assume or exercise any dominion over Nicaragua Costa Rica, the Mosquito 
Coast or any part of Central America” and that thereby she has abandoned this protec¬ 
tion; I was then asked by Mr. Eistrades (the President) "if Nic* took possession of this 
port would the U. S. protect her, in that possession?” I stated that when this question 
was put in an official and confidential manner this Government should receive the reply 
of the U. S.—that I believed the recent accession of Lord Palmeston to the head of the 
British Ministry would place this matter upon its true ground—that the treaty while it 
kept the U. S. out also drove the English out of Central America;—and that the U. S. 
would keep the treaty, and see that England kept it also; The President then asked “if the 
Expedition of Col? Kinny did not violate the treaty between the U. S. and England 
since he had seen the letter of Goxf- Marcy in reply to M’’ Molina dated 19^** Dec 1S54 
[Above part i, this volume.—Ed.] which stated that “the Government of the U. S. did 
not object to the expedition of Col Kinny”. I replied that the letter of Gov’f Marcy s 
refered to, stated expressly that “if the parties of this Expedition, withdraw their al¬ 
legiance from their own country, and voluntarily place themselves within the jun^ic- 
tion of another power, that their conduct must be in conformity to the new relations 
they assume, and responsible to the Laws of the Land in which they have sought domicil 
—that Nicaragua knew better than the U, S. what belonged to their county, and if the 
contemplated expedition was peaceful, then there could be no objection; if within the 
limits of Nicaragua and Col“. Kinny should desire to have his grant verified or confirmed 
by this Government, what would be their reply? He stated that if “they wish to oc¬ 
cupy the Land peacefully, that this Government would present no kind of obstacle 
But that the conduct of many foreigners had been so violent that much distrust had been 



against this Republic with the object of appropriating a part of its territory. 

You will well understand that such a step would be a criminal attempt 
against the sovereign rights of Nicaragua and at the same time a violation 
of the principles which govern nations in regard to usurpation and piracy. 
And therefore his iniquitous enterprise will never have the consent of my 
Gov^: on the contrary the latter is firmly decided to repulse it by all the means 
which they have in their power. 

My Government in the name of the people whom it governs and in the face 
of the world solemnly protests against the occupation of any portion of its 
territory which has not had its express consent. And it will look upon such 
enterprise as a violent and punishable act. And besides the physical re¬ 
sistance which it will make within possible bounds, it shall always oppose to 
it the weapons of justice & reason. 

The Hon. M- W. may, by his personal influence and the considerations at¬ 
taching to his diplomatic character, labor with success in frustrating the 
measures & intentions of the aforesaid Col. Kinney; and my Gov^ hopes that 
in view of the friendly sentiments which you have shown to cherish for this 
Republic, you will be pleased to use that influence & these considerations in 
order to accomplish such an object. 

The undersigned [etc.]. 


1291 

Mateo Mayorga, Minister oj Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

No. 5 Granada, April 27, 185$. 

Honorable Sir: My government has learned through the recent news¬ 
papers of the United States and other sources of information that the soi- 
disant Colonel Kinney, an iVmerican citizen, is trying to accomplish his ex¬ 
pedition planned against this republic in order to take possession of a part of 
its territory. Your Excellency understands very well that such a step is a 
criminal attack on the sovereign rights of Nicaragua, a violation of the prin¬ 
ciples which protect nations from piracy and usurpation, and for the same 
reason, that iniquitous enterprise wdll never have the assent of my Govern¬ 
ment, and, on the contrary it has from now on its reproach and its firm 
resolution to repel it (the enterprise) by all the means which may be in its 
power. 

My Government, in the name of the people who govern and before the 
world, solemnly protests against any occupation of any part of its territory, 



which is made without its express consent, and will regard it as a brutal act of 
force, and, in addition to physical resistance, which it will make so far as 
possible, will always use against it the arms of justice and reason. 

The Honorable Mr. Wheeler can, with his personal influence and the pres¬ 
tige of his diplomatic capacity, work successfully to frustrate the acts and 
designs of the said Colonel Kinney; and my Government hopes that in view 
of the friendly sentiments which you have shown toward this Republic, you 
will be kind enough to employ such influence and prestige for that purpose. 

I await your reply, and remain [etc.]. 


1292 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to Mateo 
Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

[extract] 

No. 9 Granada, April jo, iSjj. 

Excellent Sir : . , . The Undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the Despatch of the Hon. Min^ of For, Affairs dated 27'^ ins' - 
(No. 5) relative to the Expedition of Col° Kinny. I did myself the honor to 
communicate on the 10^^ ins- ® (in my Despatch n° 3.) the letter of Gov^ 
Marcy to Col° Kinny of the 4*.^ of Feby. last.^ This is all the information 
which I have received from my Govh It lays down the course to which I 
must conform, and I call your attention to it again; the rumours of the 
Newspapers of the U. S. are frequently unfounded. 

I have no doubt that should the expedition be set on foot in the U. S., 
commanded by Officers and furnished with arms, such an organization would 
assume the character, of a military expedition hardly consistent with the 
profession of peaceful objects, and my Government would enquire whether 
it be not a violation of our Neutrality Laws. 

We have so long and so often heard of the immediate departure of the Ex¬ 
pedition, and it is not yet appeared, that it may be well doubted when it will 
come. When it does I will then know the fact; and so far as my duty' directs, 
I shall take such steps, alike due to the just rights and integrity' of Xicaragua, 
and the dignity of the U. S. 

The Undersigned tenders to the Hon. Minister of For. Affairs [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, enclosed with WTieeler to the Secretary of State, No. 14, 
below, this part, doc. 1294. . • j c- 

The omitted portion relates to the unfair discrimination against United States coin. 



John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 13 Granada, May i, 1855. 

Sir: . . . This Goverment is much excited at present at the reported 
Expedition of Col" Kinny; and have formally protested to me, under date 
27th 2 against it, as being contrary to the Laws of Nations, a violation of 
the soverign power of Nic°, and an act of Usurpation and Piracy. They 
call upon me to use all my functions to frustrate the intentions of Col- 
Kinny. In my reply as to this point, I stated that I had no information or 
instructions except your letter of the 4*^ of Feby last ®—which I enclosed— 
that we had so long ago and so often heard of departure of the Expedition, 
and that as yet it had not landed, so that it might be well doubted when it 
would come. If it should, so far as my duty directed, I should take such 
steps as were due alike to the integrity and just rights of Nicaragua, and the 
dignity of the United States. . . . 

With sentiments of esteem [etc.]. 


1294 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 14 Granada, May 5,1^55. 

Sir: I informed you in my last (No. 13) dated the i®.*^ ins^ that “ I was pre¬ 
paring to furnish the Department with copies of all the official notes, or let¬ 
ters rec^ as well as the answers given.” 

I herein enclose them marked from A to N., which transfers to your 
Department, the records of this Legation, up to this date. . . . 

B. Mr. Wheeler, to Mr. Mayorga, io‘^ Ap! enclosing letter of Mr. Marcy of 
4*^ Feby 1855 to Col" Kjnny, as regards his Expedition; . . . 

I. Mr. Mayorga to Mr. Wheeler, 27 Ap- protesting against Expedition of 
Col® Kinny. . . . 


1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received May 17. 

The omitted portions at the beginning and end of this despatch relate to commercial mat¬ 
ters and to the revolution. 

* Lhe document referred to is not included in this publication. Its purport is here indi- 

C3.t6Cl. 

J For the letter of February 4, 1S55, to Kinney, see above, this part, note i, p. 447. 

* Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received May 17. 


SI ver money oi the U. b.; the Treaty; and the Kjnny Expedition. . . . 
Very sincerely [etc.]. 


1295 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Matey, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Nicaraguan Legation, New York, May g, iSss- 

The Hon. Secretary of State will by this time have been informed of the 
results of the trial, and the decision of the Circuit Court of New York, in 
the suit brought against Col. Kenney, Mr. Fabens, and their associates, in¬ 
dicted for having attempted to violate the neutrality laws of the United 
States. 

According to the decision of said Court, the defendants were released 
from the recognizances which had been imposed upon them, to the amount 
of ten thousand dollars each, although they are to remain subject to the in¬ 
significant one of one thousand: that is to say, a less sum than the pretended 
indemnity of 1500 dollars which Kenney, Fabens, and Webster are to pay 
Captain Graham for each day’s detention, after the 7th of May inst. of the 
steamers United States, Bird of the Sea, and others chartered for the pro¬ 
jected expedition. 

The undersigned has been informed that the individuals referred to, in 
company with 600 or 700 persons, are making arrangements to depart im¬ 
mediately from the Port of New York, for San Juan, wLence they will pene¬ 
trate into the territory of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

In order that the Hon. Secretary of State may form a thorough estimate of 
the circumstances, the nature and the objects of this new project, the under¬ 
signed will proceed to make a succinct statement of the means which have 
been employed, and of the real purposes which are intended to be carried 
out by these pretended colonizationists. 

Kenney, in his letter published in the N. Y. Herald of the 19th of April 
last, among other things, asserts: ist. That he and his associate Fabens have 
obtained a grant of land from the Nicaraguan Government: 2nd, That Fab¬ 
ens has effected several purchases of land, which, according to the Journal of 
Commerce of the 25th or 26th of the same month, amount, in the aggregate, 
to two millions of acres. 

These two assertions are absolutely and totally false; and they have been 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2, The date in the file copy of this document is ^ 



The same article in the Journal of Commerce also announces, that up to 
that date, there had been enlisted 600 or 700 colonists, and that it was in¬ 
tended to enlist as many as two thousand: and that the most cordial and per¬ 
fect harmony existed between the Company represented by Fabens, Kenney 
and Webster; the Transit Company; and the Government of Nicaragua. 

In another subsequent article, of the 30th of April, the editors of said news¬ 
paper; desiring, undoubtedly, to avoid the responsibility of having pub¬ 
lished absurd and erroneous statements, and ashamed, perhaps, of their easy 
credulity, represented that they were indebted for the facts they had for¬ 
merly published, to information imparted to them personally by Col. Ken¬ 
ney,—by Mr. Webster,—and by the U. S. Commercial Agent at San Juan. 

The undersigned leaves it to the judgment of the Hon. Secretary of State, 
to form a proper estimate of the conduct of these men, who, in the absence 
of good, valid and substantial reasons, resort to artifice and fraud in order 
to blind the community; to lead public opinion astray; to satisfy at the ex¬ 
pense of their victims a badly dissembled cupidity; and to carry into execu¬ 
tion plans of the most criminal description against the security, the integrity, 
and the independence of a friendly, weak and inoffensive Republic, which 
has constantly lavished the most positive and convincing proofs of the cor¬ 
dial, although unprofitable friendship, which attaches it to the American 
Government and people. 

There are, moreover, various other circumstances closely connected with 
those which have just been mentioned. 

Mr. Fabens presented himself, some weeks ago, at the office of the Nica¬ 
ragua Transit Company, stating that the territory of that Republic would 
some day or other fall into the power of the Americans, and that now, that 
an opportunity was offered, he and his associates ought to take advantage 
of it. Fabens concluded his visit by expressing the strongest desire that 
Mr. J. L. White would have an interview with Col. Kenney. 

A few days afterwards, if not on the very next, Fabens again visited said 
office in company with Kenney, who stated to Mr. White, in the presence of 
said Fahens, that his intentions were to join one of the belligerent parties in 
Nicaragua; by this means to overcome the other; and after putting both of 
them down, to form a new Government. 

A characteristic circumstance, which demonstrates the mad enthusiasm 
produced by the excitement of, and thirst for, adventure, is the existence and 
circulation of a new Map of Nicaragua, embellished with likenesses of 
Kenney and Fabens, and in which the points are marked where the new cities 
of Montezuma, Cortes, Fabensville and Kenneyville, are to be built. 

These facts, and the enlistments which were being publicly made in 


wor ers o mines, hlled the undersigned with the most violent and well 
grounded suspicions, and induced him to make the affidavit submitted to the 
decision of the Grand Jury; before whom Mr. White likewise, made his ap¬ 
pearance, for the purpose or making a declaration, and swearing to the facts 
referred to. 

And it being now very notorious that Kenney, Fabens, Webster, and their 
pretended colonists, are making arrangements to carr\' their criminal de¬ 
signs, into execution without the least delay, the undersigned believes that 
he would incur the greatest and strictest responsibility, did he refrain from 
soliciting of the Hon. Secretary of State, as he does in fact and strenuouslv 
solicit here, those measures and means of suppression, which, in the judg¬ 
ment of the U. S. Government, may seem best adapted to prevent, if it be 
possible, the departure from ports of the United States of even* vessel which 
may have been chartered for the purpose, and which may convey the origina¬ 
tors, the promoters, and the accomplices of the new outrage which is 
meditated. 

At the same time, the undersigned has the honor to call the attention of 
the Hon. Secretary of State to the unbecoming and unlawful course pursued 
in this affair by the U. S. Commercial Agent at the port of San Juan, The 
Government of Nicaragua would experience the greatest satisfaction in 
perceiving that the Hon. Secretary of State believed he had sufficient and 
well grounded reason for removing Mr. Fabens from the position he now 
holds at San Juan, as an atonement for the act of aggression which he is on 
the point of committing, as well against his own government, as against a 
friendly people, who are now in the most perfect harmony with the American 
people and Government. 

In the Circuit Court in New York, Messrs. Hoffman and Eager, counsel for 
the accused, made an appeal in behalf of the interests of their clients and 
urged the expense, injury and damages which they would incur in case of a 
postponement of the trial of the cause. As if there were not still greater 
interests to be defended and respected, when the attempt was made to violate 
the most sacred laws of society, to commit aggressions upon and appropriate 
the property of thousands of individuals, and to outrage the rights of two 
friendly and brotherly nations, w'ounding the one in its ver\^ honor, and 
assaulting the other in its most precious prerogatives and its dearest interests; 
and this, too, by lawless individuals, in whose eyes truth, justice and moral¬ 
ity have lost all their force and vigor, all their brilliancy and all their 
splendour. 

There are acts against which, although reason cannot prevail, justice can 
have influence; and there are acts in favor of which reason will have influence 
if iustice is aeainst them. A Court mav leave unpunished, in the absence 



the consideration and approval of the Hon. Secretary of State, to whom the 
undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


1296 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, May 24, i8s5^ 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Nicaragua has learned, from undoubted authority, that Col. 
Kinney designs leaving the Port of New York Saturday next with his followers 
in the Steam Ship “United States” on an expedition against the peace and 
integrity of the Government of Nicaragua and with a design to overthrow the 
same by Military force. 

That the aim & object of the said Kinney is to seize the Territory and usurp 
the political power of Nicaragua to the mind of the undersigned admits of 
no doubt; and the evidence of this is to be found in the indictments which 
two grand juries, one in New York and the other in Philadelphia have pre¬ 
ferred against him, in his published letters & in the military commission which 
he has issued to certain of his followers & which the undersigned has seen. 

The undersigned had hoped after Col. Kinney had been twice arraigned 
before the Judicial tribunals of this country for setting on foot a military 
expedition against a neighbouring and friendly Republic that he would have 
been deterred from a further prosecution of his unlawful enterprise or at 
least have been prevented from the further prosecution of it. But in this 
the undersigned has been disappointed. It has come to his knowledge that 
Col. Kinney designs to put the laws of his country at defiance by sailing 
Saturday next. The Steamer is now coaled for her voyage & nearly ready 
for sea. 

With a view to defeat the sailing of the expedition, the undersigned is 
constrained to invoke the prompt interposition of his Excellency the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 

By the 8*^ Section of the Act of Congress, passed in the year 1818 the 
President is empowered as the undersigned understands the law, to seize on 
his own motion & detain any vessel under circumstances precisely such as 
at this moment surround the Steamer “United States.” The exercise of 
the power it is true is matter of discretion & doubtless would not be exercised 
but for reasons of the most urgent character & perhaps only when every other 
remedy proves to be inadequate. 


vaded by a military force and its Government perhaps usurped, seem now to 
be questions, dependent entirely on the will of His Excellency the President 
of the United States. 

Should he interfere by virtue of the authority conferred on him, the 
expedition will be arrested & the Government of Nicaragua will be con¬ 
strained to acknowledge a new obligation to the Government of the U. States, 
for which she now entertains and hopes ever to entertain sentiments of the 
most friendly regard. 

So manifestly in the judgment of the undersigned does the defeat of the 
piratical enterprise of Col. Kinney or its free departure from the U. States 
depend on the will of His Excellency the President that he cannot permit 
himself to doubt as to the manner in which that will will be exercised. 

The undersigned begs leave to invoke the immediate interposition of His 
Excellency the President of the United States in the premises, since the delay 
of one day may be fatal to his success. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1297 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in^ Nicaragua, to Mateo 
Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

[extract] 

jsjo. II Granad.a., May 25 , i8s3- 

Sir; ... In regard to the communication which you have received from 
the Military Commandant of San Juan del Sur, informing your Government 
that the Captain of the U. S. Ship of w^ar St. Mary's, had informed him that a 
Brigantine with 400 FilHhusteros had embarked at San Francisco, for Realejo 
or San Juan del Sur, to place themselves in the serxdce of the Revolutionary 
Party; I am happy to say, as I told you in our personal interview last night, 
that the information is erroneous. I enclose a communication from the 
Captain of the U. S. Ship St. Marys'* who is now in this city. Your Govem- 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, enclosed with Wheeler to the Secretary' of State, No. 

below, this part, doc. 1298. ... 

The omitted portion relates to the negotiation of a commercial treaty. 

® The following Is the text of this communication, the file “Py of which i^h^th^e 
partmmt enclosid with the despatch of June i, 1S55, from VtTieelet to the Secretary of 
State, below, this part, doc 1298: 

Commander F. Bailey, U. S. S. St. Mary's, to John H. Wheeler, United StaUs Mtmsier 

Resident in Ntcaragua 

GRAK.AD.*t, May 2S, iSs 5 - 

o_ n'l _j;_fw/wm +iiA Minister nf Foreien Relations of the Go'V't: of Nicaragua 


uniawiui expeuitions. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the Hon. Govt: of Nicaragua to the facts 
stated in Capt: Daily’s communication. 

It is well known that on the 20*? day of Feby: last, Col° Pedro Xatrancho 
then, and still, in the service of this Government did violently seize the per¬ 
son of M- John Priest, and hold him in custody; and did take and carry away 
his property unlawfully. M* Priest was then the honored receipent of the 
Commission of U. S. Consul. 

The Government of the U. S. has dispatched this Ship of War (the St: 
Marys) for the purpose of enquiring into this outrage; to know what steps 
the Hon: Govt, of Nicaragua will take towards the perpretrator of this out¬ 
rage; (Col° Xatrancho) and prevent the recurrence of such conduct towards 
the persons and property of the Citizens of the U. S. 

I have assured Capt: Baily that the present Government of Nic? is too 
generous and too just to countenance such conduct: and I am sure that in the 
personal interview which I have the honor herewith, to request you will re¬ 
peat this assurance to him. 

The Undersigned renews [etc.]. 


The Minister has been misinformed in respect to the sailing from San Francisco of 400 
fillibusters on the day of the sailing of the St: Mary’s under my command. 

Had such an expedition sailed in company with or been fallen in with by the ship 
under my command, I should have felt it my duty to maintain the neutral Relations of 
the country which I represent by capturing their vessel if found on the high seas, sailing 
on an unlawful expedition. 

It was only on the arrival of the Steamer “ Cortes” at San Juan del Sur & subsequent 
to my arriv^al there that I learned of the clandestine sailing of the Brig “Vesta” with 55 
persons including a Col. Walker (so called). 

The Government & authorities of the United States are using and have exercised the 
^eatest vigilence in preventing the sailing of such unlawful expeditions so long as the 
Government of Nicaragua continues on her part to foster relations of good will and amity. 

It appears however to me somewhat singular that at the moment that I am called 
here with the force under my command to urge redress for the unlawful imprisonment 
and insult offered to an American Citizen bearing a Commission from my Govt: as 
Consul of my Country, that I should (before that grievance is settled to the satisfaction 
of the United States) be met on the threshhold of this Republic with a request that I 
should sail up and down the coast to protect this Government from these supposed 
fillibusters. 

I have no sv’rnpathy with these persons, and am ready to do what the laws of my 
country and of Nations require in preventing any unlawful landing at ports or points in 
the possession of this Government. But as the object of my visit now is specific and 
relates to the outrage committed by one Col: Pedro Xatruch on the person of a citizen 
of the United States bearing a Commission under his Government. 

I must first call jmur attention to that subject and have it satisfactorily settled. 

You are aware of the kindly sentiments entertained by the Government and people of 
the United States towards this and other Spanish American Republics and how anxious 
they are for them to succeed in the great principles of Self Government. 

It is therefore with regret that we see a w^ant of reciprocal feeling on the part of the 
Government of Nicaragua, and a want of prompt and decided disapproval of the unlawful 
conduct of Col: Xatruch and their failure to order his prompt dismissal from their service. 

I must first be satisfied that this Government takes prompt action in this case and 
then I shall be ready to consult with you or this Government on the subject of the so 




1298 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Reside 7 it in Nicaragua, to WUliayn L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

^5 Granada, June i, 1855- 

Sir: . , . The Commander of the U. S. Sloop of War the St. ]Mar\’s has 
been here; this visit has been not only a protection to the citizens of the U. S. 
and your officers here, but its moral effect will be most useful. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Mhiister to the United States, to Williarti L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the U7iited States - 

Nicaraguan Legation, New York, June i, 1855. 

The undersigned is constrained again to address you in relation to the 
contemplated expedition of Col. Kinney and his associates against the 
Government and territory of Nicaragua. 

Since the commendable interference of His Excellency the President of the 
United States, to arrest the sailing of the Steamer U7iited States, and for 
which act the undersigned tenders the thanks of his Government, he has 
learned from reliable authority that Col. Kinney still threatens to elude the 
vigilence of the Authorities, and to set at defiance the laws of his countr\'. 

Arrangements have within a few days been set on foot for the purpose of 
chartering a vessel called the “Grape Shot” owned by JVI- George Law of 
New York, to convey the expedition to San Juan del Norte. 

The undersigned has also learned from authority equally reliable, that 
vessels have been engaged for the same unlawful enterprize in two if not 
three ports besides that of New York. 

The facility with which Col. Kinney and his associates abandon one vessel 
and one port of departure and secure another vessel at another port, has 
induced a belief in the mind of the undersigned that the numbers and rami¬ 
fications of this Expedition are far greater and more extended than has 
hitherto been supposed. 

It would seem more than possible, judging from the secrecy and energv' 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received June 26. 

The number 14 plainly written in black ink was evidently, but apparently mistakenly, 
assigned to this document by the writer; but a red pencil line is drawn through 14 and 15 is 
inserted above in red pencil, probably after its receipt at the Department. A previous 



vigilance of your Government may yet be eluded. 

To prevent such a catastrophe, the undersigned would respectfully urge 
on His Excellency the President, the propriety and necessity of sending a 
Ship of War to San Juan del Norte with such instructions as the importance 
of the subject may seem, in the judgment of His Excellency the President, 
to demand. 

Should a landing in San Juan del Norte be once effected by Col. Kinney 
and his followers, the undersigned has reason to know that the lawless and 
profligate adventurers residing there would at once place the de facto Gov¬ 
ernment of that town at his disposal. 

Such an event would furnish him with a base of operations against Nicara¬ 
gua, and from which they would be carried on. 

Under such a state of things, a peaceful settlement of those difficulties 
which have grown out of the anomalous condition of affairs in that town, 
would become, if not impossible, at least greatly embarrassed. 

The gratitude of my Government for the friendly aid already rendered by 
the President in arresting this Expedition, I have heretofore only expressed in 
words; but I beg to assure His Excellency, that Nicaragua will reciprocate his 
friendly act in her behalf, and testify her grateful remembrance of it, by a 
constant watchful care and protection of all iVmerican Citizens and American 
interests within her borders. 

To the Honorable, the Secretary of State also, the gratitude of my Gov¬ 
ernment is due, and I offer an expression of it with great pleasure, for the 
prompt and benevolent interest which he exhibited in arresting an Expedi¬ 
tion designed for her overthrow. 

I avail, Sir, of this new opportunity [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, June 2, 18^^. 

DE.A.R Sir: I regret I am obliged to send you a protestation against the 
departure of the W’alker expedition from San Francisco.^ 

\ ou know. Sir, that the Steamer Star of the West of the Transit Co. will 
leave this port on tuesday for San Juan and it would be an opportunity for 
you to send order to San Juan del Norte and to San Juan del Sur where a 
ship of war of yours is now anchored. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received June 



oeLretdry oi tne j_,ana and Mining Lo.’^ From its contents you will see all 

1 The following is the text of this enclosure from Cooper to Hopkins: 

James Cooper to Mr. Hopkins 

Philadelphu, May 30, 1853. 

Dear Sir. We a meeting to night of the men who are now ready to migrate to 
L-entral America. There were present 16, all good men; intelligent mechanics with 
rnore or less means and very an.xious to go at once. I made every representation that 1 
thought calcinated to moderate their anxiety to get away. I, however, found that it 
was a very difficult matter to persuade them that delay was essential to succes. Ha%'ing 
sold their property (some of them at least) and rented their shops they are reluctant to 
remain here even till the 20 of June. Eight or ten of them are anxious to so o.n the 5'^ 
at all hazards. 

I am informed by a man named Shingle, late Postmaster at Germantown, and for¬ 
merly and I presume yet one of Kenney’s men that the Colonel is about to change his 
tactics. He has, he says, as Kenney himself informed him last night given up the idea 
of sailing from New York; but is still determined to go unless we should get the start cf 
him. His present purpose is to return to Corpus Christi and recruit 300 or 400 men 
there and ship them by small squads for California: but with the understanding that 
they are to stop at Greytown. He is to send them there from New Orleans—himself 
going in a small schoner directly from Corpus Christi. Shingle says the colonel told 
him that if we got first to Greytown, he would he presumed be able to get the Govern¬ 
ment into our hands, and in that case it would be useless for them to go. He told S. 
also that he W’as willing to enter into an arrangement with us; & would advance through 
a_Mr. Drew $10,000 to help us to fit out a schooner & go down, provided we would receive 
him & his men, and allow them to share in the enterprize. He was willing, he said, to 
recognize me as Governor, if I would make him the Commander in Chief of any Militaiy 
force that w'e might see fit to raise; & that he would yield obedience in all things pro¬ 
vided we would permit his men to share equally with our own in the distribution of the 
land &c &c &c. 

Capf Ferguson has also informed me that Kinney was determined to go, d; that 
nothing would stop him, but our being there before him. He counts confidentially on 
the co-operation of Martin & other of the rascals, who have had the control at Grejtown 
for the last two or three years. 

He says, however, that there are a number of people there who would join us as soon 
as we got there though we, had but ten men with us especially if we had the good will of 
the ‘'damned Transit Company" who could furnish us with 150 or 200 men, Oc boats and 
men to keep him from getting up the river. Ferguson sa\-s Kinney remarked, that the 
“ man first on the ground would have the country ” that if Cooper got there first he had 
an oily tongue, & would talk the people into opposition to him, & put mischief into the 
heads of the damned Nicaraguans. But that if he was there in advance all Hell couldn't 
root him out &c. 

There is some truth in this. But by the programme we marked out we cannot expect 
under any circumstances to be in the country’ before the latter end of September. In 
the meantime this Scapegrace, may, by going South elude the_ Hgilance of the Go\i, as 
he would have done already, had it not been for the superior sa^city & energy- of 
White. The only quality Kinney possesses, is a Bulldog pertinacity tSc I think from 
what Ferguson tells me of the means he has managed to wheedle out of certain parties, 
he may be able to go South & get off. He says there are a number of men of means at 
Corpus Christi, ready to embark in any Fillibustering enterprize that may be set pn 
foot; & that they were under the previous arrangements made by Kinney to follow him 
to San Juan as soon as he was established there. These, he has no doubt, will rai^ the 
necessary means to equip a vessel for some other professed purpose, & then use it for 
conveying Kinney or his men to Grej'town, if he cannot get there otherwise. Ferguson 
who dislikes Kinney, says the only way to prevent him. from prosecuting the enterprize 
is to hasten down with a few good men & get possession of the Gov‘ oj Grej'town; Oc 
then by the aid of the Transit Company could furnish in case of an invasion, exhibit the 
futility of any attempt that he might otherwise be disposed to make. 

TT _ • _ __J_r _____ T__ 


The original of that letter is now in the hands of Mr. McKeon U. S. Dis¬ 
trict Attorney of Southern District of N. Y. 

Hoping you will excuse the trouble I cause you, I remain, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 'William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Nicaraguan Legation, New York, June 2 , 1855. 

The undersigned has, with sorrow and astonishment, been informed of the 
departure, from the port of San Francisco, in California, of the so-called 
Colonel W alker, in company with several armed persons, who are on their 
way to the territory of the Republic of Nicaragua, in evident violation of the 
laws of both countries. 

The undersigned, who is, and has been, an ocular witness of the efforts 
made, and of the prompt and energetic measures, recently adopted by the 
Federal Government, in order to restrain and suppress the piratical and crim¬ 
inal e.xpedition formed in New York and other points, by Kenny, Fabens 
and associates, who propose to invade, on the Atlantic side, the territory, 
and to destroy the government of Nicaragua, cannot avoid expressing to the 
Hon. Secretary of State of the United States the regret he feels at the indiffer¬ 
ence shown, on this occasion, by the authorities of the State of Upper Cali¬ 
fornia, who, had they been better disposed, might have seconded: in that 
remote part of the American Union, the noble and generous efforts of the 
federal government, in the State of New York. 

The undersigned also regrets that the strictest and most imperative duty 
imposes upon him, on this occasion, the binding obligation of protesting, as 
he does, in fact, hereby protest, in the strongest and most energetic manner, 
against the tolerance of the authorities of San Francisco and against the 
departure, from that port, of a military expedition against a sister nation, 
who is in the most perfect peace and harmony with the American people and 
go\*ernment. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 

* Notes from. Central America, vol. 2. Received, presumably, June 3. See note 2, p. 464. 




Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Nicaraguan Legation, New York, June 2, iSss- 

The undersigned has the honor to send to the Hon. Secretary'’ of State 
of the United States: 

1° A printed copy of the law of colonisation voted by the National Assem¬ 
bly of the late Central America Confederation, the 25*^ January 1S24.- 

2° A copy of the protestation addressed by the Government of Nicaragua 
on the 27*^ april last to the Hon. J. H. Wheeler ® Minister Resident of the 
United States against all projects of colonisation which have not had the 
previous consent of the Government, but principally opposing Kinney’s 
expedition to Nicaragua. 

2 f A copy of an extract of the dispatch from the Secretary' of State of 
the Republic of Nicaragua addressed to the undersigned on the 19^^ may last^ 
conveying the orders and the instructions relating to the conduct which this 
legation must observe in regard to said expedition and to refute at the same 
time the assertions of Mr. Fabens who pretends that his projects had received 
the sanction of the Government. 

The District Attorney of the United States for the southern District of 
N. Y. will call the case of Kinney and Fabens for Wednesday next instant 
and as the accompanying papers will be of the greatest necessity for the trial, 
the Undersigned hastens to beg the Hon. Secretary' of State to be pleased 
to send by return of Post a legalized copy to the District Attorney Mr. 
McKeon, of all these documents, in order [that?] they can produce, ofh- 
cially, all the necessary effects. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to Mateo 
Mayorga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

]v^o. 14 Granada, June 18 , iSjj . 

Excellent Sir : I have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your 
despatch (N^ 13) dated the I5*^insb® for the friendly feelings therein expressed 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. ^ Received June 5 * 

2 Not within the scope of this publication. ® Above, this part, doc. 1290. 

^ Not found in the volume with the file copy of this note. » 


His hxcellency the President, and yourselt, in Denait oi iNicaragua, cannot 
but be gratifying to my Govb That, in your opinion, I have been enabled 
satisfactorily and promptly to aid in the completion of important Treaties 
for the mutual advancement of the welfare of the two Republics, is most agree¬ 
able to me; and it is more to be attributed to the spirit of equity which pre- 
vades the instructions of my Govt, under which I am bound to act, and to the 
liberal and patriotic feelings of Nicaragua, than to any talent or ability which 
you are pleased to attribute to me. 

I would respectfully call the attention of His Excellcy, the President, and 
yourself, to the subject communicated in confidence in my last Despatches 
from my Government—the subject of San Juan de Nicaragua. The views 
of the President of the U. S. as e.xpressed to Mr. Crampton, Her Brittanic 
Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenopotentiary, through the 
Sec^’ of State, coincides as you observed, very closely with those expressed 
by me, in our first official interview. The positions and arguments of the 
President, the ability with which these views are presented, must command 
the admiration and respect of the Government of Nicaragua. No answer 
has been transmitted, to my knowledge, by Mr. Crampton; nor, is it believed, 
that either he or his Government can successfully reply. The mythical 
personage of a Musquito King set up, for the occasion by the fertile imagina¬ 
tion of English ambition, is fast dissolving itself into its original elements of 
obscurity, if not contempt. The idea, that so important a part of the sov¬ 
ereign domain of Nicaragua should be claimed by, or pay tribute to such “ a 
King of shreds and patches”, finds favour with those persons only, who wish 
to prostrate the honor of Nicaragua, and rob her of her rightful property. 

The position of San Juan is the Key which unlocks the Territory of 
Nicaragua to the Atlantic Ocean. Its importance to her national character, 
commercial intrests, and future prosperity cannot be estimated. It is la¬ 
mentable to see its present condition of anarchy and lawless violence; sub¬ 
ject to no Laws; paying tribute “to neither God, nor Caesar”, the refuge of 
runaways, renagades and rascals. It should be under the controul of whole¬ 
some Laws enforced by a responsible government. 

The Government of the United States regards San Juan de Nicaragua as a 
part of the Republic of Nic? and will not participate in any attempt to dis¬ 
member this Republic by detaching the only important Atlantic sea Port 
belonging to it; Nor will my Government look with approval, or indifference 
upon such attempt, by any person, or party of persons; or by any Power, or 
combination of Powers on earth, be they feeble or formidable. 

During my visit to \\ ashington City (whither I go in a few days in my 
interviews with the President and Secretary’’ of State, the intentions of the 
present Executive of Nicaragua mav be the subiect nf ennnirv Xhat T 
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Mateo Mayorga, Mmister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

Granada, June 21, i8j^. 

Honorable Sir: The dispatch of Your Lordship, N® 14.- to which I have 
the honor of replying, is very interesting and estimable both in substance and 
form. Your Lordship solemnly declares that the eminent Government of 
the LFnited States regards San Juan de Nicaragua as a part of Nicaragua, 
that it will not participate in any attempt to dismember this Republic by 
detaching the only important Atlantic seaport belonging to it, and that 
neither will it look with indifference or approval upon such an act by anv 
person or by any Power or combination of Powers on earth, be they feeble or 
formidable. This declaration has filled my Government with great satis¬ 
faction, and it has received it with the highest appreciation, according it the 
great importance that it deserves. 

It is'in immediate accord with the sentiments and disposition sustained 
in the matter by the illustrious Government which Your Lordship so worth¬ 
ily represents, and therefore must carry much weight in the opinion of civil¬ 
ized nations both because of the respect which that Government merits, 
and that which the justice of the case deserv^es. 

His Excellency the Deputy President sees in that disposition and those 
sentiments an unmistakable proof of the sincerity with which the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States acts, of the consideration which guards the rights 
of Nicaragua, of its friendship for it, and of its noble decision to protect its 
territorial integrity. In return therefor, the undersigned, in the name of His 
Excellency and of the Republic, offers Your Lordship and the people and 
Government of the United States most sincere thanks, and assures them of 
its highest gratitude. 

Your Lordship understands quite well that it is not possible to determine 
from now on the subsequent conduct of my Government with respect to San 
Juan. It depends upon the circumstances and the aspect which the affairs 
of the country may assume in consequence of the outcome of its internal 
difficulties; but it is certain, and by order of His Excellency the Deputy 
President I declare it to Your Lordship, that San Juan will never cease to be 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, enclosed with Wheeler to the Secretaiy of State. No. 17, 
July I, 1855, below, this part, doc. 1305. ® Above, this part, June 18, 1855, doc. 1303. 



recognized and held as an integral part of Nicaragua, and that on this basis 
will rest all the measures that may be adopted, no act or attempt on the part 
of a foreign Power against the sovereign rights of Nicaragua over San Juan 
or any other part of its territory whatsoever being permitted. 

The undersigned will avail himself of the generous offer of Your Lordship 
to convey to our Minister at Washington the dispatches which I may have 
for transmission to him; and again wishing Your Lordship a happy journey, 
I remain, with pleasure [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 17 San Juan del Norte, July i, iSjj. 

Sir: I have the honor of enclosing two Treaties formed under your in¬ 
structions, by me, with the Republic of Nicaragua. 

The first, dated June 1855 is a Declaration in conformity with the 
Treaty with Russia of 22^ July 1854, that “Free Ships make Free Goods.” 

The second, dated 20th June 1855,— of “Friendship, Commerce and 
Na\ngation’’, is of much importance. It is concise; and suited to the con¬ 
dition of the two Nations, and in forming it, I kept constantly before me my 
instructions. 

After I had advised this Govt, that I was authorized to form a Treaty, or 
Treaties; and was ready; Commissioners were appointed by the President, 
(Mess^.® Escobar and Eviles) one of them a member of their Congress, and 
both lawyers of some reputation; We had a formal meeting, and I laid before 
them the Treaty formed by Mr. Borland on 14*’^ Feby 1854; with sundry al¬ 
terations, as instructed by you. The Com” took the Treaty; and at our next 
meeting informed me, that they deemed the Treaty verbose, and unneces¬ 
sarily long—they used the t^rvafiatuoso (windy); We therefore went heartily 
to work, and formed a new Treaty, chiefly on the basis of the Treaty with 
Costa Rica, made 10^^ July 1851, and ratified on 26 May 1852. 

The article XIV, as to the surrender of fugitive criminals, is not in the 
Costa Rica Treaty; But it is to be found in the Convention with Prussia and 
the other states of the Germanic Confederation dated i6th June 1852, 
ratified 27th May 1853, and in other Treaties. 

As to the clause in the IX article, that Marriage with a Native, shall not 
change the national character of the citizen, it may be well to observe that 
by the Constitution of Nic^ when a Foreigner marries a native citizen, he 




citizen of Nicarargua. Hence this article—A similar one was recognized in 
the Borland Treaty which was admitted by you. 

So every important point set forth in this Treaty has received the sanction 
of the Govt, of the U. S. 

the Treaty is formed on these principles, and in conformity with my 
instructions, I will not doubt as to its favourable reception by you. and the 
President, and its final ratification by my Government. This is verv impor¬ 
tant; as the former Treaty was not ratified, and if this meets the same fate, 
these people will cease to endeavour to make any Treaty with the U. S. 

I complete the records of this Legation to this date, bv the documents 
enclosed V. W. X. Y. Z. I beg leave to call your attention to the communi¬ 
cation from me to the Secy, of Foreign Affairs Y. And his reply Z. as to 
San Juan de Nicaragua.^ As I passed this port, I found an English Steamer 

five enclosures could not all be identified, since the enclosure designations mentioned 
had disappeared, possibly clipped off in preparing the manuscripts for binding The la^t 
two are evidently the note of Wheeler to Mayorga of June i8, 1855, and of the latter to 
the former dated June 21, 1855, above, this part, docs. 1303 and 1304. Another is a brief 
transmitting note of June 2, 1855 from Mayorga to WTieeler, not included in this publica¬ 
tion, enclosing the printed text of the decree with introductory- comments, of which the fol¬ 
lowing is a translation: 

[TR.AJs'SLATION’1 

From the “Boletin Oficial” of June 2d iSsS- 
The Kinney expedition 

It appears that the expedition projected by the adventurers Kinnev and Fabens 
against the territory of Nicaragua, is about to be carried out. .Although the attention 
of Government is engaged in the internal war which inopportunely and unfortunately 
divides the country; nevertheless, it does not forget that its first duty, the most im'- 
portant and sacred imposed upon it by the constitution and the laws, is to maintain the 
independence of the country, and presen-e the integrity of its territory. It has taken 
the necessary steps m bring about so important an object: it has ordered the garrisons of 
the sea-ports to be reinforced, and to be fortified and provided with a sufficiency of the 
munitions of war. 

_ It has now issued the decree which we insert below, calling to arms all able-bodied 
citizens of Nicaragua, for the defence of the country and for the preservation of the 
national sovereignty, now seriously menaced by a party of adventurers, who, contrary 
to all reason and justice, and violating the most sacred rights of nations, attempt to 
make themselves masters of the territory of Nicaragua and to establish therein a foreign 
dominion; and they attempt this relying without doubt upon the very propitious op¬ 
portunity offered by that infamous and dishonorable faction, which, under the control 
of ungrateful citizens and traitors to the Republic, are only endeavoring to gratify their 
ignoble passions, without reflecting that they have a country, that to defend it they are 
under obligations to shed the last drop of their blood, and that if all do not make com¬ 
mon cause and make preparations for its defence, it will perhaps be taken by foreigners; 
and then, those who now think only of gratifying covetous and base desires, and who 
forget the most sacred obligations which they have contracted with society, will ha\-e to 
weep for its disgrace and shame. 

It is now time that the citizens of Nicaragua should cease to destroy each other, 
brother against brother; the moment has arrived when, laying aside all their baneful 
animosities, they should cling to each other as natives of the same soil, and should pre¬ 
pare themselves for the national war with which we are threatened, shedding gloriously 
therein the blood which they are wasting to no purpose; it is time that those who are 
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brought to a close; and let all citizens of Nicaragua fix their eyes upon the integrity of 
the national territory, and resolve to preserve it at all hazards. 

Meanwhile, the Government having also taken a lively interest in dispelling even the 
shadow of justice with which the adventurers seek to extenuate their piratical under¬ 
taking, has taken care to obtain by request from Srs Ldo don Fermin Ferrer and Pro. 
don Sixto Sosa, the facts with regard to the fictitious sale of land which the former 
declare to have been made to them by the latter. The Minister of State by order of 
H. E. the Deputy President issued the necessary orders to the above named gentlemen 
Ferrer and Sosa, who were then at Chontales, to come to this city, and in obedience 
to the supreme command they arrived here yesterday, and having been interrogated in 
regard to that sale, full of indignation at so barefaced a falsehood on the part of the 
filibusters Kinney and Fabens, they made the deposition which will be found below. 
When the Minister of State declared, in his protest of the 26th of the past month, that 
that purchase was false, he said so relying upon authentic information; and the country 
and foreign nations will appreciate the imposture of the above named Kinney and 
Fabens, in announcing that they had acquired lands within the Republic. 

“The Deputy President of the Republic of Nicaragua to its inhabitants. 

Having in possession postive information that the adventurers Kinney and Fabens 
are preparing and arming, in the United States of North America, a piratical expedition 
against the Republic, with the intention of coming to take, under false pretexts, some 
lands from it: having moreover in possession information that said expedition has 
resolved to assail and destroy the independence of the nation: and it being the duty of 
all citizens of Nicaragua to unite in its defense,—^and the sacred duty of the Government 
to preserve the integrity of the territory of the Republic, and to save its sovereignty and 
liberty by such means as will conduce to that result; in the exercise of his powers 

HE DECREES 

Ariicle ist. .Ml able bodied citizens of Nicaragua are called to arms, to defend the 
independence of the country' against the foreign piratical invasion which threatens it. 

Article 2nd. Consequently, after the publication of the present decree, they will be 
enlisted to afford their services when the occasion has arrived, promptly proceeding to 
place themselves at the disposition of the military chief of the respective locality, as 
soon as the signal of alarm, which he may see good to designate, is given. 

Article 3d. The citizens of Nicaragua are obliged, if the expedition is really carried 
into effect, to pursue to the death such persons belonging to it as enter the country; and 
those who do not carry out this order, are subject to the penalties which the Government 
determines upon. 

Article 4th. Those who accord to the enemy, hospitality or any other kind of as¬ 
sistance shall be considered and treated as traitors to the country. 

Article 5tk. For the present, and as long as any probability exists that said expedi¬ 
tion may be carried out, no foreigner is permitted to reside permanently in any place on 
the frontier of the Republic, and the respective Military Commandants shall make 
them retire, without delay, into the interior, to the principal towns. 

Article 6th. The preceding prohibition does not apply to such foreigners as have 
previously settled in the country', or to those who, with the consent of the Accessory 
Transit Company, are conveyed into Nicaragua, it being understood that neither of 
these classes of persons shall have given just grounds for supposing them to be accom¬ 
plices in said expedition, or friendly towards it. 

.Article ytk. The adventurers Kinney and Fabens are forbidden to enter within the 
Republic, whatever may be the object and character in which they may assume to 
come; which al^ applies to every foreigner known to be a filibuster. And if they 
should succeed in penetrating into the interior, the authorities of the Republic shall 
take care to apprehend them, and send them to the nearest Commandant, in order that 
the latter, may for better security, transfer them to the Military Governor of the De¬ 
partment where the Government resides. 

.Article Sth. In case any town of the Republic is occupied by the filibusters, the in¬ 
habitants of the same are obliged to abandon it, and to resort to the nearest place where 
there are any Government forces. Those who do not conform to this, shall suffer the 
penalties which the Government prescribes. 
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I would also inform the Department that a force of about 270 men under 
Col° Walker had landed near San Juan del Sur, and reports on the day I left 
were that he had taken Rivas and San Juan del Sur. 

With sentiments of high esteem, I am [etc.]. 


1306 

Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, ic William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Port Chester, N. Y., August ii, iSss- 

If the publication made on the 7th inst.in nearly all theXew York journals, 
giving a detailed account of the arrival of the so-called Colonel Kenney and 
followers, and of his establishment at the Port of San Juan de Nicaragua, is 
entitled to any credit,—it seems that the Consul of the United States at 
Turks Island, Mr. John L. Nelson, and the Commercial Agent at San Juan, 
Mr. Mason, the friend and partner of Mr. Fabens, have inconsiderately 
favored Kenney, the former even accompanying him on his voyage,— 
Kenney who laboring under the weight of a criminal accusation, avoided 
by flight the action of the Courts in Philadelphia and New York. 

The undersigned cannot do less than call the attention of the Hon. Sec¬ 
retary of State of the United States, to the inexplicable conduct of those 
functionaries, whose sole office is to watch, protect and defend the interests 
and rights of the citizens of the Union, and not to shelter, aid and favor 
unlawful enterprises, reprobated and condemned by the laws of their coun- 


Artide gth. The several executive officers are charged with carrj'ing this decree into 
execution, communicating the same to whomever it may concern. 

Given at Granada, on the ist of June i855.=Jo3e Maria Estrada.'’=A true copy. 
Department of War of the Republic of Nicaragua.=Granada.=June 1st, 1S55. 

B.\RBERENA. 


To the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Government of the Republic of Nicaragua. 
Granada. June ist. 1855. „ r 

Sir: In reply to the question, which, by order of H. E. the Deputy President 01 
the Republic, you have addressed to us, as to whether we have sold or ceded lands to 
Messrs Fabens and Kinney, w'e have the honor to state to you, that we have never sold 
nor ceded a hand’s breadth of land, in any part of the Republic, either to the gentlemen 
referred to, or to any other foreigner. ^ . 

This we state to you as the truth, and we sign ourselves your very' obedient servants. 

PRESBITERO. 



try, and against which their own Government has believed it to be its duty 
to exercise a just and rigid vigilance. 

The undersigned, who trusts that he will meet upon this, as he has upon 
all preceding occasions, the like sentiments of justice, and the same interest 
and regard for the intimate relations which now happily unite the American 
Union and the Republic of Nicaragua, hopes that the Secretary of State will 
be pleased to obtain the necessary information for ascertaining the truth 
of these facts, for the purpose of dispensing the requisite censure and proper 
punishment upon those functionaries, in case they shall have really abused 
their powers and prerogatives, and failed in their duties. 

The Hon. Secretary of State, who is fully informed of the facts and circum¬ 
stances connected with the plans of invasion of Kenney, Fabens and their 
associates;—who has in his possession documents and irrefragable proofs 
of the falsity of the assertions of these men, of the deceptive character of 
their advertisements, and of the dishonesty of their promises, will not be 
able to look with indifference upon the events which are now in progress in 
the Republic of Nicaragua; the struggle which is there threatened; the 
permanent conspiracy organized in New York and other points in the United 
States;—and finally the conduct and complicity of those who having 
thwarted and evaded the provident vigilance of the law, have succeeded in 
setting foot upon San Juan, and have established there the head-quarters 
and focus of their intrigues and criminal designs. 

There has been a considerable increase in the number of those who, allured 
by the invitation given by Kenney in his letter of the 5th of June last, pub¬ 
lished in the "Herald” of the 19th of the same month,—have left the shores 
of the United States to transfer themselves to San Juan, to swell gradually 
the number of the pirates, and to form an invading army, with the intention 
(to invade) to introduce confusion and disorder in the Republic of Nicaragua, 
to provoke just and merited reprisals, and to deluge the country with 
blood. 

The remains of buildings are still burning, and the ruins and ashes pro¬ 
duced by the torch and hand of Walker are still smoking,—the blood that has 
been shed is still warm;—and years will elapse before the bitter tears will 
be dried which that brigand has caused to be shed by numberless families in 
both sections of the continent of America. 

The undersigned may therefore be permitted to submit to the upright 
judgment of the Hon. Secretary of State a question which, according to his 
manner of thinking, interests in the highest degree the honor and dignity 
of the Union, as it also does its international relations with Nicaragua, and 
even with the whole world: that is to say,—^whether up to a certain point 



with aforethought, compromise the dignity, the harmony and good interna¬ 
tional relations of their country, which they seem desirous to abandon at any 
moment, with the premeditated intention to invade a friendly, "faithful” 
and inoffensive Republic, which has confided in the good faith of the relations 
which happily have been established between the two countries, and in the 
sincerity of the fraternal promises so profusely and constantly lavished. 

The undersigned will also leave it to the wisdom and judgment of the 
Hon. Secretary of State, to decide whether, under such facts and circum¬ 
stances, the American Union has not contracted, before God and mankind, an 
moral obligation to put down such undertakings, and a duty to oppose by 
physical means the consummation of crimes which, although perpetrated 
in a foreign country, have originated have been conceived, planned and 
resolved upon, on the soil of their country, in despite of the law, and to the 
manifest injury of the just and well merited universal reputation of this 
great Republic. 

In the firm expectation that the Hon. Secretary of State will not fail to 
duly appreciate the facts set forth in this letter, nor to take into serious con¬ 
sideration, the reasonable reflections expressed therein, the undersigned now 
repeats his former request; that is to say, that the Government of the United 
States put in commission a vessel of war, which being stationed in the waters 
of San Juan, may impose respect upon the pirates, may repress their an¬ 
archical plans, may prevent the congregation of suspicious persons in that 
locality, and may oppose every disembarcation of arms, ammunition, and 
any other article to which reasonable suspicions can attach. 

The undersigned embraces this occasion [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[transl.\tion] 

Port Chester, N. Y., September 7, 18^5. 

The Hon. Secretary of State of the United States is not unaware of the 
difficulties against which the Government of Nicaragua has contended for 
more than sixteen months. On the one hand, the Republic was devastated 
by civil war, which threatened to swallow up the country in one frightful 
chaos: on the other, were the attempts at invasion made by various un¬ 
authorized citizens of the United States, who under one pretext or another, 
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and their associates were plotting at Washington, Philadelphia, and New 
York, a villainous conspiracy against the sovereign rights of Nicaragua;— 
a conspiracy which was promptly, nobly and energetically repressed, for the 
most part, by the United States’ Government;—Walker,—sailing from San 
Francisco, with the knowledge, and in the face of the federal authorities of 
the State of California,—invaded the Republic of Nicaragua, grasping the 
sacrilegious firebrand, and brandishing the bloody sword. 

The undersigned, whose sacred duty it is to watch over and protect the 
rights and interests which have been entrusted to him by his Government, 
believed, that by means of a combination with the Accessory Transit Com¬ 
pany, against which the designs of the conspirators were likewise levelled,— 
certain steps could be taken to thwart and put down the intentions and proj¬ 
ects of those bandits; and it was this which suggested the idea of collecting 
together and forming in New York a company of foreigners, who were to 
serve for a limited period, for the sole purpose of opposing the plans of Ken¬ 
ney and his associates in case the latter, taking advantage of the unhappy- 
existence of a civil war, attempted to invade the Republic. 

But the undersigned, anxious to pay the tribute of respect which is due to 
the institutions of the country, and for the purpose of previously satisfying 
himself if these proceedings ivere or were not in conformity with the laws which 
are in force in this Republic, took the precaution to ask, confidentially, Mr. 
Mac Keon [McKeon?], the United States District Attorney for the Southern 
District of Xew York, whether the formation and organization of the foreign 
company above alluded to, would be a violation of the neutrality laws of the 
United States. 

Mr. Mac Keon having replied that these proceedings were not illegal, and 
were not a violation of said laws, the undersigned reasonably believed that he 
had not the slightest obstacle in the way to prevent him from taking meas¬ 
ures: as he did in fact, and publicly take measures;—to a certain extent, 
to effect said organization. 

But towards the middle or close of June last, Mr. Mac Keon, in company 
with Mr. Joachimson, called at the house of the undersigned,—and stated,— 
that after having maturely reflected upon the question he had arrived at an 
opinion diametrically opposite to that which he had formerly expressed. 

The undersigned stated, upon the same occasion, to said Messrs. Mac 
Keon and Joachimson;—that it being one of his principal duties to respect 
the laws and regulations of the country where he had the honor to reside in 
the character of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Nicaragua; he annulled all proceedings that he had hitherto taken, he ceased 


The undersigned also believed that it was his duty to inform the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua of this occurrence;—and he did in fact address to the 
Hon. Secretary of State, Sr. D" Mateo Mayorga, a communication, of which 
an extract is enclosed marked No. 3.^ 


^ The texts of the three enclosures mentioned in this, and the preceding paragraph, follow: 


Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Mmister to the United States, to J. L. White, Counsellor 
and Attorney of the Accessory Transit Company of Nicaragua 

[translation] 

No. I New York, June 30, iSss- 

My DEAR Sir: The District Attorney of the United States for the Southern District 
of New York has just addressed me the following letter: 

(Here follows the letter of Mr. District Attorney Mac Keon, of the 30th of June 1855. 
[Not quoted in the file copy.—Ed.]) 

It is therefore my duty to inform you, that as it is one of the principal and most im¬ 
portant duties of every Public Minister, to respect and obser^•e the laws of the country 
to which he has the honor of being accredited,—not only is it impossible for me to con- 
tinue to direct and approve of the enlistments, which I believed to be lawful, of the 
Company of Foreigners, who were to serve for a limited period, in Nicaragua, with the 
forces of the Republic;—but, moreover, that I declare null and void all that was done 
previously to the day upon which I received such intimation, because it was in violation 
of the Laws of the United States, in force;—to which I render the respectful homage 
which is due them, and which I am bound to afford. 

Be pleased to accept the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 


Josi de Marcoleta to District Attorney Mac Keon 
[translation] 

No. 2 York, July s, 1853. 

My DEAR Sir: I have received the communication which you have been so good as to 
address to me under date of the 30th of June last [Not found. Ed.], in relation to the 
enlistment and organization of a company of foreigners, who were to serve with the 
forces of Nicaragua for a limited period. _ . . , 

The only response which I can make in the matter is contained in theannexed cop\ 01 
a letter addressed to Mr. WTiite on the 30th of June last [Above, this footnote. Ed.j, 
the language of which can afford full satisfaction to the Government of the Union and to 
its representatives in the States of the confederacy. 

Be pleased to accept the assurances [etc.]. , . ,, n-t.- 

Note. With this letter I transmitted a copy of my communication to Mr. U hite 
of the 30th of June last. 


JosS de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the Linited Stales, to Mateo Mayorga, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua 

[transl.ation—extract] 

No 3 New York, 5, 1555. 

Mv dear Sir: When I sent you the agreement entered into on the 19th of last month 
with the Transit Company,—to defend the river San Juan agamst the filibustering 
attacks of Kenney;—I was under the impression that I had acted m conformity jMth the 
laws of the country, in consequence of a statement made to me by Mr. Mac Keon, the 
District Attorney of New York, in a casual conversation 

But said District Attorney paid me a visit on the 29th day of last month for the 
purpose of stating to me that he had hitherto_ made a mistake m expressing the opinion 
that the enlistment of foreigners or native citizens, for the sem-ice of a Power which 
not at war with the United States, nor with its allies, wasperfectly lawful. I requ^tM 
the District Attorney to have the goodness to state to me in writing his present opp.ite 
opinion, which he did on the following day,—in the terms which you e m the 

rnnv of the letter which subsequently I deemed it my duty to write to Mr. J. L. WTiite, 


States, that from the moment he was advised of the illegality of the pro¬ 
ceedings above stated, he abstained wholly and entirely from taking any 
part in them; and in no respect, whether personally or through others, 
whether directly or indirectly, has he had the slightest or most remote con¬ 
nection with this business. 

Such is a simple statement of what the undersigned has the honor to give 
in reply to the note which was addressed to him, on the 3d instant,^ by the 
Hon. Secretary of State of the United States,—to whom the undersigned 
hastens to renew [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States 2 

Confidential New York, September 15, 1835. 

My dear Sir: I hasten to inform you that I have just known by an in¬ 
direct way, that my Government, in consequence of the destpach of which I 
had the honor to transmit to you a copy, marked n° 3, in my last communica¬ 
tion of the 7'^ inst.^ had refused to do any thing with the foreigners who went 
to Nicaragua with the purpose of joining the army of that Republic—because 
it was in contravention with the neutrality laws of the United States. 

I have, Sir, the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William 
L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 23 Granada, September 21, 1853. 

Sir: I reached San Juan del Norte on the i6th inst. and I take an early 
occasion to reply to your despatch (N- ii) dated i®*- insh“ 

In reply I report that a force of 40 men, 5 non Commissioned Officers, and 
4 commissioned, left New York on the 5*^ of July last in the Steam Ship Star 
of the West. 

Their object was to protect the intrestsof the Accessory Transit Company, 
as appears by a letter of Hon. Jo? L. White, to the Commander of the Com- 
^ Above, this volume, pt. I, doc. 1056. 

‘ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received September 18. 

_ ’ Above, this part, is his communication of the 7th instant, doc. 1307, and in note i p. 477 
IS the text of the enclosure No. 3, dated Tulv 3. 1833. ’ ’ 


pany, Col° Titus Felin Gazynski (copy of which accompanies this despatch, 
marked A) and for the further purpose of aiding the present government of 
Nicaragua, as will appear by a letter from the Commanding General of the 
Nic^ army to Col° Gazynski (copy marked B).’- For this purpose they were 
organized into a military company, and assumed in part the uniform of the 
U. S. army. 

They are now disbanded; Some of them with their Commander have re¬ 
turned to the U. S.—Some of them employed as laborers by the Accesson,- 
Transit Company. Some of them with Col. Kinny and Some of them enlisted 
as soldiers in the Nicaraguan Army. 

They left the U. S. with an agreement to serve as soldiers—^This agreement 
was made with Jos. L. White, Counsel for the Accessory Transit Company, 
and by Marcoletti [Marcoleta], Minister from Nicaragua to the U. S.— 
Their expenses were borne by the Accessory Transit Company—One month’s 
pay was advanced by sd. company, to the Officers and men the same pay as 
to a Colonel and privates in U. S. Army—Land was promised by Mr. Mar¬ 
coletti— 

Their term of service was for four months. 

These answers cover all the ground presented by your queries on this 
subject.^ . . . 

I communicate herewith a number of a newspaper the “Central American ’’ 
issued on the 15*-^ inst. at San Juan del Norte. It will be seen that H. L. 
Kinny has been choosen “Civil and Military Governor of San Juan del Norte 
and the territory thereunto belonging. Upon invitation from this Govern¬ 
ment, a Commissioner (Jos. W. Fabens) is now in this City, and from all I 
can learn, the prospect of their undisturbed possession from this Goverment 
seems fair. I call the attention of the President and yourself to this era in 
the history of this Goverment, and new phasis of the Kinny Expedition. I 
have no other communication to make concerning this point nor have I seen 
or conferred in any manner with Mr. Kinny— 

But a far more serious and bloody occurrence took place on this side of 
Lake Nicaragua. On the 3^ ins‘ at Virgin Bay Col° Walker with about 160 
men, was attacked by the forces of this Republic under General Santos Guar- 
diola—more than 400 strong—and the latter were repulsed with great 
slaughter, losing killed and wounded more than one hundred men—Walker’s 
loss was very slight, and he has now possession of both Virgin Bay & San 
Juan del Sur, where it is said he is awaiting reinforcements from California 
and New York by the last Steamers. The whole forces of this Republic have 
been concentrated near Rivas which is within 10 miles of Virgin Bay, and 
same from San Juan del Sur under Genl. Corral. 


Joss m the laiJ oi uenl. Munoz, who leii ngnting gaiiantiy in the Dattie oi 
Sauze on the iS*** ult° and in the death of Genl. Castellon its chief Civil 
Leader, who died of cholera at Leon on the 4 .^^ inst. 

. Alas poor country! Almost afraid to know itself. It cannot Be 
called a mother, but a grave”. I deem it proper, earnestly to request that a 
Ship of War be ordered to San Juan del Norte, as promptly as possible. The 
disordered state of this Country demands the presence of such a force. 

The Commercial Agent, recently appointed at San Juan del Norte (B. 
Squire Cotrell) came out with me, and is now here; I have requested from this 
Government his E.xequatur, which was promptly issued. 

I also communicate a complete file of the Government newspaper, pub¬ 
lished here from 16 June to ist. inst. In them you will observe the state of 
feeling of this Government as to the Expeditions of Walker and Kinny—the 
condition of the Revolution, and an account of the first battle at Rivas, in 
which Walker was defeated. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguafi Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[TRANSL. 4 TI 0 N] 

Washington, October 8,1835. 

In consequence of the events which took place on the 6th of September 
last, in the port of San Juan de Nicaragua, on which day the adventurer 
Kenney consummated a new act of usurpation, by arrogating to himself the 
exercise of the military and civil authority of that place; and for the purpose 
of making the necessar>' reservation of the sovereign rights of the Republic 
of Nicaragua; the undersigned, in the name of his Government, solemnly 
protests against, and declares to be null, and of no value or effect,—all pro¬ 
ceedings intended to foster or sustain the usurpation perpetrated on the 1st 
of January, 1848. 

In making the preceding declaration, the undersigned believes it to be his 
duty, at the same time, to inform the Hon. Secretary of State of the United 
States, that the Convention held in San Juan on the day above mentioned, 
was only attended by the pirates who accompanied Kenney in his flight,—- 
and by a few individuals, residing in the port, against whom the Government 
of the L nited States, in 1854, found itself compelled to adopt certain rigorous 
measures. The native born citizens, and the other foreigners resident in San 
Juan, not only refrained, from paying any attention to the call for a Conven¬ 
tion. but they energetically protested against the re.soluti nn.<? that 



adopted, and against the usurpation consummated, upon that day. Even 
the British authorities who were invited, and also the Captain of the vessel of 
war “Euridice”,—refused to acknowledge those proceedings. 

The undersigned does not doubt that the Hon. Secretary’’ of State of the 
United States, in conformity with the just and sound principles of policy, 
adopted and constantly pursued by the Government of the United States 
with respect to the sovereignty of Nicaragua over the Port of San Juan and 
the Mosquito Coast, will disapprove of and repudiate the proceedings of 
these new usurpers, who by their lawless intrigues, and in their character as 
American citizens, are attempting to affix a stain upon the good name of a 
noble, great and generous Nation, of whom they are degenerate sons. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resideyit in Nicaragtia, to William 
L. AJarcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 24 GraN-ADA, October 10, i 8 s 5 - 

Sir: . . . Political affairs in this Republic are in the same disturbed con¬ 
dition as when I last wrote. (Despatch No. 23)- 

It is said, and beleived, that this Government are about granting a large 
portion of Lands to Kinny, in the eastern portion of this Republic; and that 
the forces of Walker are so much augmented, in the W est, by reinforcements, 
that the Government forces are unwilling to give him open battle. 

I repeat my request that you desire the Sec. of the Na\’y^ to direct a Ship of 
War to call at San Juan del Norte, and that its Commander confer with this 
Legation. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

25 Granada, October 14, iSsS- 

Sir: Since writing my last dispatch ^ events of much importance have 

occured. 


_ 




.1 ‘y PprpivpH November lo. 


On yesterday at 6 o’clock in the morning the forces of Col? William Walker 
amounting to 400 men (of which 92 were Americans), attacked this place; 
after a sharp fireing of 15 minuets this city was taken—Walker had two men 
wounded, the Granadians 4 killed, many wounded, and about 40 prisoners. 
The President of the Republic fled, but some of his chief officers are prisoners 
—and a proposition of peace has been made by which Walker is appointed 
Provincial President for One Month, and an Election is to be ordered by the 
people, and the President Elect to take office at the end of one month. 

I hope that this may settle this distracted, yet beautiful country. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. Enclosed is a copy of Walker’s proclamation of this date.^ 
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Johnli. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William JL. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 26 Granada, October 23, 18$f. 

Sir: Fearing lest by the tumults of War that still disorder this unhappy 
country my last dispatch ^ miscarried, I forward a duplicate. This dispatch 


^ The following is the text of Walker’s proclamation; 


[translation] 


Manifesto addressed to Nicaraguans 

Granada, October 13, 1855. 

At the hour of six o'clock, this morning, I took possession of this city, after a slight 
resistence offered to the troops under my command, by those of the supposed legitimate 
Government.—During the little skirmish, three or four soldiers of the enemy had the 
misfortune to be killed; but after the triumph which I was bound to obtain, no personal 
rnol^tation has been offered to any one; all those families who were expecting incen¬ 
diarisms, robberies, assassinations, shooting and unutterable immoralities, as the lying 
legitimists had repeatedly foretold, have seen and witnessed quite the contrary.— My 
duty, as the Chi^ of the expeditionary forces of a government liberal in principles, whose 
views are to maintain the vital interests of the State, protection to the laboring man, 
security to the citizen, encouragement of the arts, science and agriculture, etc, etc,— 
was to preserx^e, and cause to preserved, order— Thus it is that although I caused 
the arrest of Mess” Don Dionicio Chamorro, Don Torihio Jerez, and other personages 
of high consideration, w'ho were the principal agents of legitimacy, I did nothing with 
them, except to deliver them to persons of responsibility, to be kept in custody. I shall 
then continue to occupy the other towns of the State, and death to him that opposes the 
imperious march of my forces, into which will be admitted, without distinction of color, 
ail who may desire to join them. 

The people of Nicaragua must not allow themselves to be deceived, for this is the 
*^®^onstrated by acts; and with that understanding, their happiness is in their 
T is a democratic Government in its true sense, guaranties, progress 

and Libertv. „ 

W” WALKER. 



Will inform you of the attack of this City by the forces under command of 
Col. Walker and its capture, and the proposition by its chief citizens to make 
him Provisional President. At the request of the chief officers of the late 
Government, the clergy, and Citizens I endeavored to make peace by con¬ 
veying their resolves to General Corral—a copy of our correspondence is here¬ 
with enclosed Marked A. B.i . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


^ The texts of the two enclosures, referred to, follow: 

Gsnercil Ponciano Corfol, Commcinder-in-Chief of the Army of the Republic of Xiccrcgun, 
to John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident vi Nicaragua 

He.ai)QU.4RTERs, marching, October jy, iS^S- 

I am placed in the imperious necessity to manifest to the Minister of the U. S. A., 
that in consequence of his return to the City of Granada, in the Steamer of the Accessoiy* 
Transit Cornpany, taken by the Chief commanding the forces who occupy that place, 
with the object to hurt, the forces of the Supreme Government, who I ha%'e the honor 
to command in Rivas, I will now inform you that I am not, or will not be responsible for 
what may happen to y'ou personally, for having interfered in our domestic dissensions 
to the prejudice of the Supreme Government, who has recognised and admitted him; as 
much as the same made himself bearer of communications and proclamations against 
the legitirnately recognised authority; therefor, I now protest, and I give you notice, 
that on this same date, I informed the Secretary' of State, of the U. S., Gov: ^larcy, and 
the newspapers of N. York. 

I am your dear servant. 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to General Ponciano 
Corral, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Republic of Nicaragua 

Virgin B.a.y, October, iS, iSs$. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, in which you 
inform me that you are " compelled to manifest to me your protest against my return to 
the city of Granada with the object of injury to the forces under your command in the 
town of Rivas. 

I reply that I had no such object in visiting Rivas, as will appear more fully by a letter 
which I wrote to the Military Governor of that Department, a copy of which I enclose 
to you. I had no personal desire to leave Granada, but influenced b\' the Chief Citi¬ 
zens of Granada, (your oivn friends) the Venerable Fathers of the Church, the tears of 
your sisters, daughters and others, I consented to visit you, in company with Don j uan 
Ruez [Ruiz?], the Minister of War, and y'our Superior in office, bearing the olive branch 
of peace, and a proposition from the Commander General of the Democratic forces, to 
make you the Provisional President of the Republic. 

When I found that you w'ere absent, and when I desired to return to this place, judge 
ray surprise when I was informed both by the Prefect and the Governor,^ that I could 
not return—and was thus held for two days actually a prisoner of War, with my Secre¬ 
tary, Servants and my national flag. For this gross act of the violation of the laws of 
Nations, and my rights as an Ambassador, I protest; and be assured. General, that my 
government will hold you and your government to a severe responsibility for this lawless 

You further inform me that if I return to Granada, that you will not be responsible 
for my personal safety, and you will inform GovT Marcy, the Secretary' of State, and the 
new'spapers of New York of my proceedings in this matter. 

In reply I inform you that when I have kept my word of honor, given to the Gov¬ 
ernor of Rivas, to remain here two days to await your reply, I shall return to Granada, 
and that I do not request nor have I ever requested of you, to be responsible for mv 
personal safety; the flag of the U. S., is sufficiently powerful for my protection, backed 
.3 0 Kir o nai-n'ntir PrpsJHpnt- anrl thirtv millions of Deoole. 



John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Kesident in LMicaragua, lo vvimam 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 2/ Granada, October 30, 1855. 

Sir; Aly last dispatch (No. 26 dated 23^^ inst.)^ gave to you, with its en¬ 
closures, evidences of fearful outrages, and murder at San Carlos, and Virgin 
Bay, of American Citizens by the officers of the Legitimate Gov* of 
Nicaragua. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that a Treaty of Peace was formed on 
23'’.'^ inst between the Generals of the two parties. General Walker on the 
part of the Democratic party, and General Corral on the part of the Legiti¬ 
mate party—I enclose a copy ® of this Treaty herein; and on yesterday the 
Treaty was consumated by General Corral, who marched, with his whole 
force of 500 men into this City, and united with the troops of General Walker 
—the two chiefs embraced on the field, and then “proceeded to the church to 
return thanks to the God of Armies for the termination of the War”. 

Don Patricio Rivas, the Provisional President has arrived in this City, and 
entered upon the discharge of his duties. He is esteemed as one of the best 
men of the Republic— As soon as the Departments are filled the Republic 
will be under another set of Rulers than those recognized by the U. S., and 
if no event of importance intervenes to call for any diplomatic action on my 
part, I shall an'ait instructions from you. By that time too it will be ascer¬ 
tained if the People of Nicaragua have now substantially made another 
Change; or whether it be only a successful foray of arms, ultimately to be 
overcome by superior force. 

It is confidently believed that the present condition of things will be per¬ 
manent—and that substantial peace, for the first time, in 30 years, reigns in 
Nicaragua—that at least three of the five Central American states will form 
a federal union (San Salvador, Honduras, and Nic?) under one President. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 Desfmtches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received November 12. Above 12 was written 16, in 
the receipt date endorsement. 

The omitted portion at the end of this despatch is not pertinent to this publication. 

’ .-^bove, this part, doc. 1313. 

^ Not included in this publication. The enclosure is a newspaper clipping. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to General 
Maximo Jerez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 19 Granada, November 2 , 1855. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the Official dispatch of the Hon. 
Ponciano Corral, as Minister of War, of this date; * announcing to me the 
organization of the Government and your appointment as Minister of the 
Interior and Foreign Relations. I sincerely rejoice that Peace now reigns in 
this beautiful country and trust it may be permanent. I learn from the 
Treaty of Peace and other authentic sources that the Prefect (Castillo) and 
the Military Governor (F. Xatruche) are retained in command of the De¬ 
partment of Rivas; acting under the authority, and enjoying the confidence, 
of the present Provisional Government. 

The gross outrage offered by these two officials to my character, and my 
flag while at Rivas on the 15^.^ & I7‘^ ult°®, by detaining me against my 

will, and consent; thus violating all the laws and usages of ci\*ilized nations; 
has been reported to my Government, and ivHl be promptly and properly re¬ 
sented by it. 

This compels me to decline all other official communications with you, 
until I am assured the Authorities of Nicaragua so far respect her own 
high regard for the rules of National Laws; and the comity of nations, by 
promptly withdrawing all confidence and countenance from these persons:— 
The undersigned begs that the Hon. Sen'’ Jerez will not regard this note as 
any mark of personal feeling; but impelled by a just respect to the acknowl¬ 
edged and well defined rights of an Embassador; and the respect due to the 
great Nation which he has the honor to represent. 

He takes this occasion to assure Senor Jerez the high consideration which 
he entertains personally for him and subscribes himself [etc.]. 
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JohnH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[extract] 

jypo. 28 Granada, November 8, i 8 s 5 - 

Sir: Your despatch N° 12 has been received.'^ 

I enclose (marked A.) a copy of the original resolutions adopted by the 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, apparently enclosed with Wheeler to the Secretary of 
Nn. 1'?. hplow. this oart. doc. IA22. 


in company with the late Minister ot War, Don Juan Ruiz, I bore these 
resolutions to the camp of Genl. Corral. 

In my despatch N° 26 ^ marked A. B. is a copy of my correspondence with 
Corral ® to which you will be pleased to refer. For this violent outrage to my 
Flag, and the Laws of Nations, I shall expect that my Government will 
demand such reparation as its dignity demands. 

The Provisional Government has been formed; and in full exercise of its 
powers; Don Patricio Rivas, as Presb—Gen^ W“ Walker, as Commander in 
Chief—Gen^ Max- Jerez, as Minister of For. Affairs—Gen^ P. Corral as 
Minister of War—Col°P. H. French—Hacienda—Don Fermin Ferrer, Public 
Credit, and I have been officially notified of these appointments. Affairs 
of the utmost moment demanding the attention of a Minister, in accordance 
with the example of Mr. King with the Provisional Government of France in 
1850, and the instructions from your Department, that “the principle has 
always been acknowledged by the United States that every Nation possesses 

^ The text of these resolutions follows: 


[translation] 

In the City of Granada, on the 14*^ day of the month of October, 1855, the under¬ 
signed, being assembled in the Court-house, and taking into consideration the critical 
position in which this city finds itself, invaded by the forces of the provisional Supreme 
Government which are in possession of the same, have agreed and resolved what 
follows— 

Art. i‘. Having succeeded in obtaining from the Commander in Chief of the democratic 
forces which occupy this place, propositions of peace on conditions that read literally 
thus,—1”^ William Walker shall be appointed provisional Director of the Republic for 
the term of one month. Immediately after his installation, all the people of the State 
shall be convened, in order that they may elect the Director who is to take possession, 
at the expiration of the term for which the Provisional Director has been appointed. 
2^ All rights of person and of property, of both parties, shall be guarantied, and a veil 
shall be thrown upon all political offences. 3^ The army of the Provisional Government 

shall be organized under the direction of the provisional Director.-And the 

undersigned, being convinced that, under circumstances so embarrassing, this is a 
means of obtaining peace and the consequent guaranties of person and of property, 
have thought proper to appoint the Minister of the Government of the United States, 
D“ Jacinto Chamorro, D“ Juan Ruiz, D“ Fran®-" Pecorini, and D“ Santiago Solorsano 
[Solorzano?], as Commissioners near the chief of the belligerant forces, which are under 
his orders, in order that they may make propositions of peace, on the bases above men¬ 
tioned, each of them using all his influence, in order to obtain so precious a boon; to 
which effect, they shall carry with them an authenticated copy of the present act. 

Art. 2^ The inhabitants of this city are very well satisfied with the conduct of the 
actual Prefect, D“ Fermin Ferrer, in consequence of his discharging the duties of said 
office, according to the wishes of the aforesaid inhabitants and his maintaining order, at 
all risk.—With which this session was brought to a close, the same being presided 
over by the Prefect, whose signature follows, together with that of the municipal officers, 
and other concurring inhabitants. F. Ferrer=R. Vivas=Sebastian Marenco=Fran=° 
Calonge=Lorenso [Lorenzo?] Guerrero=M. Benard=T. B. E. Thomas [Tomas]= 
Hilario Selva=Juan Gribarrez=P. Quadra=Bernabi Montiel=Sebastian Escobar= 
T. Arguello Area—Pedro Lugo=Jose Reyes Alvarado==Santiago Solorsano [Solor¬ 
zano ?]=D. Chamorro=P. Lacayo. Agustin Vigil. 

True Cop\'=Municipal Department. Granada, Oct 25, 1855. 


the right to govern itself according to its own will, to change its Institutions 
at descretion and to transact its business through whatever Agents it may 
think proper” (see Wheaton’s Elements of International Law 276) I shall 
feel authorized to present myself to the President of the Provisional Govt; 
beleiving that this course will meet your entire approbation. 

I regret to inform you that Gen^ Corral, the late Commanding Gen-‘ of 
the Legitimate Army, and the Secretary^ of War under the present Govt, was 
arrested day before yesterday for Treason. He was tried by a Court of his 
own choice; His letters exciting his late Officers to attack this city and develop- 
ing plans for this city and developing plans for its capture were acknowledged 
by him. The sentence of the Court was that he should be shot, and on this 
day at 2 o’clock P.M. in the public plaza, the sentence was carried into 
execution.’- . . . 

Very respectfully. 
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John H, Wheeler, United States Minister Residerit in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States - 

No. 29 Gran.ada, November 12 , 1855. 

Sir: ... As I advised you in my last (No. 28) P was formally rec^ on 
Saturday last as Minister of U. S. by Don Patricio Rivas President of this 
Republic. Enclosed are copies of my address and his replyalso the last 
number of the “El Nicaraguense” a weekly paper published here which 
must interest you. 

Don Buenaventura Silva, has been appointed IMinister of W ar, vice Gen’ 
Corral shot. Senor Silva had been Minister of W’ar under the Provisional 
Democratic Govt, at Leon. 

In my opinion the present Government of Nicaragua will be permanent, 
and I trust that the influences that may guide her councils may be so tem¬ 
pered by Law and Justice, that the change of Rulers will not be regretted, 
either by their own Sons, or the civilized world. San Salvador and Hon¬ 
duras have congratulated this Govt, on its success, Costa Rica must fall in, 
Guatemala the determined foe of Nicaragua wall seek and find ready cause of 
quarrel and will attack her—in which aided by San Salvador and Hondur^ 
and the adventurous spirits from the U. S. and elsewhere, Guatemala will 
be badly whipped. Then will come a confederated Union of the Five 
Republics, and with it I trust Peace, Science, and civilization. 

1 The remainder of this despatch discusses accounts and other matters not within the 
scope of this publication. 




C). C5wartoui, jli. is at oan juan aei our, ana tnat uic rugaLc i. natiycnu,~ 

ence is expected soon. If there ever was a time and place that American 
citizens or property required the protection of our Naval force it is now and 
here. I hope that soon a Ship of War will be at San Juan del Norte. In 
which event, as I learn from good authority that the present Government of 
Nic® will assert its rights to the town and port of San Juan del Norte by tak¬ 
ing possession and hauling down the Mosquito Flag and raising their own, it 
may be proper to give instructions to the Commander of any U. S. Ship that 
may visit that Port. Since it is said and believed that this occupation by 
Nicaragua will be opposed by the English Naval force, which is always pres¬ 
ent in that Harbour. 

Col° Kinny sent a deputation (Fabens and Swift) to this city by the last 
Steamer—I understand from good authority that Mr. Swift stated for CoH 
Kinny “that if the Government of Nicaragua would recognize his grants from 
Shepard, that he would recognize the present Government of Nic®’,” and that 
Genl Walker replied “that Kinny should be distinctly informed, that if he 
was caught in Nic? (and he considered San Juan del Norte as a part of her 
territory) that he would treat him as a Traitor and hang him in five minutes. ’ ’ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1318 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[TRAKSL.A.TION] 

New York, November 30, 1833. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala 
and Salvador, has the honor to address himself to the most excellent Minister 
of foreign relations of the United States, for the purpose of stating to H.E. 
that the events which have lately taken place in Nicaragua, where a party 
of adventurers from these States have caused the overthrow of the legitimate 
government of that republic, committing unheard of atrocities against the 
defenders of their own nationality, and their inalienable rights will place the 
Republics of Guatemala and Salvador, as well as the other Central American 
Republics, and those contiguous thereto, under the necessity of opposing, 
with all their forces and means, the existence of the usurped authority, which 
those adventurers have acquired over Nicaragua, taking advantage of the 
weakness and confusion which a civil war had entailed upon that country. 

The right which some men, not a few of them citizens of the United States, 
have assumed, to meddle with the domestic questions of Soanish America 


there, for the purpose of overthrowing the established governments, is an 
absurd and impolite right, which no enlightened nation can acknowledge, 
and which all nations, whether civilized or otherwise, must resist at every 
hazard; because it is better to cease to exist, than to be at the mercy of such 
interlopers. 

It is well known that the government of the Union has disapproved the 
conduct of Colonel Walker and of the other invaders of Nicaragua; but this 
disapproval has not prevented the overthrow of the legitimate government 
of that republic with the assistance of these foreigners; it has not prevented 
these same foreigners from barbarously murdering the loyal defenders of the 
established government; it has not prevented the North American Steam 
Company, styled accessory of the transit, from facilitating the invasion of those 
adventurers: it has had no effect in inducing the authorities of California to 
prevent, as they ought to have done, the departure of the invading expedi¬ 
tion, and finally, it has not prevented the Representative of the United States 
at Nicaragua, from giving his sanction to the scandal, in recognizing, as 
legitimate the government created by those intrusive regulators of the nation. 

The undersigned hopes that, in view of the good friendship which subsists 
between the United States and the Republics of Central America, this Gov¬ 
ernment will be pleased solemnly to declare its disapproval of the conduct of 
the authorities of California in tolerating the setting on foot of the aforesaid 
expedition, of the assistance given to this expedition by the Nicaragua Steam- 
Company and of the recognition, by the Representative of the United States, 
of the authority usurped by those adventurers, without national character; 
giving at the same time more stringent orders with a view of preventing the 
disturbers of the legitimate government of Nicaragua from being reinforced 
by new gangs of filibusters. 

The aforesaid Republics cannot lay down their arms until they have driven 
from Nicaragua the intrusive rulers of the country, and the consequences of 
this war will be the more serious in proportion of the amount of resistence 
offered by these. 

The undersigned expects a reply to this note, in order that he may com¬ 
municate the same to the governments he represents, renewing [etc.]. 


Sir: The presence of Col. Walker and his party in Nicaragua has excited 
much hostile feeling in this portion of Central America against foreigners, 
particularly citizens of the United States. In Guatemala, especially, our 
citizens have never been looked upon with much favor, and at the present 
time this ill-feeling may be regarded as somewhat menacing. An outbreak 
or revolution may occur at any moment, and malicious persons may find it 
very easy to direct popular fury against the few foreigners now in the country. 
Under these circumstances, I cannot too earnestly urge upon you the neces¬ 
sity of having one or two of our smaller vessels of war stationed on the Pacific 
coast of the Central American states, with special instructions to touch 
frequently at the ports of San Jose or Istapa (Guatemala) and Acajutla and 
La Union (San Salvador), and to communicate with this Legation. 

I suppose it is an undeniable fact that an American vessel of war has not 
been seen in any of the above-mentioned ports, during the last twenty years; 
while, until recently, English, and even French, vessels of war have been 
frequent visitors to them. You may smile at the statement, but it is hardly 
an exaggeration to say that these people doubt the existence of such a thing 
as an American ship of war. Perhaps this is one reason why the records of 
this Legation bear witness to outrages committed upon our citizens more 
than tw^enty years ago which have never been redressed; and cannot now be, 
as those instrumental in perpetrating them are lost from sight. 

Similar requests to the one I now make have been made by some of my 
predecessors; but without success. I trust, however, that you wil 1 not permit 
this one to pass without consideration; for you cannot but be aware of the 
present threatening state of the country, and the evil consequences which 
may grow out of it. At this time, the govt, of Guatemala is strongly per¬ 
suaded that the Americans in Nicaragua design invading this State. Such 
is the tenor of its present advices through reliable sources; and the con¬ 
sequent feeling is one of alarm and exasperation. Should the result verify 
this expectation, the few Americans now in the State would have but slight 
security against the injustice and oppression of those in power. The close 
pro.ximity of a force able to redress promptly any grievance can alone afford 
them proper security. 

Earnestly requesting your early attention to this matter, I am, with 
great respect [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received January 24. 




Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the U7iited States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, December 6, iSss- 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of the Republic of Costa Rica, finds 
himself under the necessity of calling the attention of the Hon. Secretan,- of 
State of the United States, to the events that are taking place in Nicaragua. 

Costa Rica, as a descendant of the same stock, the heir of the same religion, 
language, laws and customs, cannot remain passive to the aforesaid events, 
which threaten to destroy, by violent means and for ev^er, these bonds of 
fraternity between the two countries, the independence of Nicaragua, al¬ 
ready undermined, and sucessively that of Costa Rica, and the other Central 
American States. 

Force, aided by fraud and treason, has temporarily triumphed over every’ 
principle of justice and legality, giving untimely birth to the semblance of a 
Government, which did not hesitate in crouching before an unlawful as¬ 
sembly of adventurers, wading in the blood shed by the most horrible 
murders. 

The Government of Costa Rica hopes that this situation will not prove a 
subject of indifference to the Government of the United States, seeing that 
it is the result of a great crime, complex and multiform, which was hatched 
and set on foot within the territory of the United States, and continued 
without interruption in a foreign land, by North American citizens, with 
means and assistance and, to a certain extent, with the moral force of the 
nation, against the existence of peaceable and friendly States. 

The nationality of the adventurers is not a matter of doubt; they them¬ 
selves avow the fact and the whole world considers them as citizens of this 
Republic; and although they may have forfeited the right to be protected by 
this Government, their national character cannot be so easily lost; it con¬ 
sists in traits deeply drawn, cherishing the ties which bind them to this 
nation; and, in the opinion of the undersigned, their allegiance still continues, 
not being able to conceive how they can be exonerated from such allegiance 
in consequence of a crime. If they are disowned by the government to-day, 
they hope, not without cause, to be received with open arms to-morrow, 
arrayed in holiday attire for annexation, and to be exalted, their booty 
being legitimatized. 

The undersigned does not think it necessary to engross the precious time 
of the Hon. Mr. Marcy with a narrative of facts that are notorious, nor to 
enquire whether the outrages to which he alludes, have originated in the 



but also with respect to the great Republic in whose bosom the demoralizing 
principle of filibusterism is fermenting and developing itself, in contempt of 
the authorities, the laws, the international relations and pledges, and of the 
principles of eternal justice which all civilized nations observe. 

The Government of the undersigned would deem it a grievous insult of¬ 
fered to the Hon. Secretary of State, if it did not expect from his sense of 
justice that he will denounce these occurences in the most severe terms, and 
that he will be the last to sanction, by his recognition, their actual and 
ephemeral results; and that, by devising legal means of suppressing, pro¬ 
portionate to the immensity of the evil, he will adopt effective measures, in 
order to prevent the evil from extending further, to the injury of Costa 
Rica, and of the other Republics of Central America, and in order that the 
people of Nicaragua may recover the liberty of governing themselves. 

In making this urgent request, in the name of justice, and the relations of 
friendship which exist between the Republics of Costa Rica and the United 
States, the undersigned cannot avoid mentioning how very much surprised 
he has been to learn, through the newspapers, of the participation in the 
events that have taken place in Nicaragua, by the Minister Resident of this 
Republic at Granada, who went so far as to recognize, with no less haste 
than ceremony and complacency the farce of a government of filibusters. 
The undersigned is well aware that this act could not have taken place in 
virtue of spedal instructions; but the silence of the Government of the Union 
leav'es it to be inferred by the public, and might induce thoughtless and ill 
disposed persons to believe that the filibusters were acting under the appro¬ 
bation of this government. This belief will have the effect to increase the 
number of adventurers who threaten to lay all Central America in blood. 

The undersigned requests the Hon. Secretary of State to be pleased to 
induce the enlightened Government of the United States, as speedily as 
possible, to take solemn and public notice, by a note announcing its dis¬ 
approval of the filibustering enterprise which originated in Nicaragua, its 
bloody deeds and lawless ephemeral results,—and that it will condemn the 
conduct of its Minister, adopting effective measures in order to prevent North 
America filibusters from making that State a point of reunion where they 
may assemble. 

The undersigned tenders to the Hon. Secretary of State [etc.]. 


Jose de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, December 8, 1855. 

The undersigned has received the copy, which, at his own request, the 
Hon. Secretary of State of the United States did him the honor of trans¬ 
mitting to him on the inst, of the letter which Don Maximo Jerez, called 
Secretary of State of the pretended government of the Republic of Nicaragua, 
addressed to Colonel Wheeler on the 13*^ of November last,- informing him 
that, in consequence of the new political system inaugurated at Nicaragua, 
the undersigned had ceased to perform his diplomatic functions in the United 
States, the powers which had previously been conferred upon him, not having 
been ratified anew. 

The undersigned, while he hastens to express his gratitude for the kind 
condescension of the Hon. Secretary of State, cannot avoid stating here, 
that, being the true and only representative of the legitimate government of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, recognized as such, even at this day, by the 
diplomatic agents of Guatemala, Costa Rica and St. Salvador, he cannot, 
nor must not, in any way whatever, submit to and much less recognize the 
spurious authority whence said document emanates, because it does not 
proceed from the national and legitimate government, nor from a govern¬ 
ment de facto, resulting from the triumph of either of the political parties 
which, under various forms and aspects, are struggling for power every¬ 
where and among all nations; but from a pretended, intrusive and usurping 
administration, brought into existence by fraud and treason, created and 
subjected to the pressure and influence of the bayonets of a savage horde 
of pirates; imbued and stained with the noble and innocent blood of illus¬ 
trious Nicaraguan patriots, inhumanly, cruelly, cowardly, and shamefully 
assassinated and immolated on the altars of the countiy. 

The undersigned will abstain from entering into any digression, relative 
to the means employed by the internal conspirators and foreign pirates, all 
of the same nationality and proceeding from the same place, all American 
citizens, who have placed the Republic on the borders of a precipice; the 
Hon. Secretary of State is perfectly well informed of all the facts and circum¬ 
stances connected with this temporary catastrophe, and does not require 
other details, than those which are to be found on file, in the archives of the 
Department of State. 

There is, however, one fact of the greatest gravity and importance, in the 
oninion of the undersigned, such as the premature and hasty recognition, by 



tary act which could not have been prompted by instructions or orders 
emanating from the Department of State of the Union, nevertheless, the 
undersigned cannot do otherwise than to request the Hon. Secretary of State 
of the United States, to be pleased to inform him, whether his government 
approves and confirms the recognition made by Colonel Wheeler and, con¬ 
sequently, the authority from whence the letter of the 13*^ of November last, 
signed by the so-called Secretary of State, Maximo Jerez, emanates, and the 
consequences which, in the opinion of the Secretary of State of the United 
States, said letter introduces in the diplomatic relations with the government 
of the Union, and in the public and official character of the Envoy Extraor¬ 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the legitimate government, always 
existing in principle, of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 32 Granada, December 15, 1855. 

Sir: I received by the last Steamer your Despatch No. 13, dated the 8^^^ 
ult°.' Its delay in reaching me was caused by its being enclosed to the U. S. 
Commercial Agent at San Juan del Norte, by which, without any fault of his, 
it was delayed two W'eeks, in reaching me. 

From its importance, it received my careful attention. When my sub¬ 
sequent despatches no- 27, 28 and 29 ® have been received and examined, I 
feel well assured that such a condition of things will be evident as existing 
here, that no other course could be taken, than that which was persued 
by me. Both of the belligerent Parties had by the Treaty of Peace of 
23d Ocf * (a copy of which you will find in my Despatch No. 27) united 
in forming a Government—the members of which were composed of the 
Chief Officers of both of the Parties (the Democratic and Legitimate) that 
distracted this Republic. The President (Don Patricio Rivas) of the Legiti¬ 
mate Party, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Genl. Jerez) of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, and thus by uniting both Parties, permanent Peace was 
expected. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received January 15, 

The two ornitted portions in this despatch are not pertinent to this publication. 

® Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1058. 

^ AKnVP r\cxrt -*rv O_i xt _1_ - r»_ 


1 was omciaiiy iniormed oi this organization oi the Govt, under Kivas, by 
the note of the Minister of War (Genl. Corral) of 2d Nov’r,^ which I herein 
enclose—marked A. 

You, as well as the President, are aware that I had no personal or political 
sympathies with Genl. Walker—that he had no favourable feelings towards 
my official conduct here, is very evident, from a letter which he addressed 
to you; which was published by him in the New York Herald—dated San 
Juan del Sur, nth September—But personal or political feelings should not 
influence matters of national importance. 

I, however, declined all official communication wnth the Provisional Gov¬ 
ernment here, and placed my refusal on the ground, as stated in my note to 
Senr. Jerez, a copy of which is enclosed marked B.- 

The ground of this refusal being removed, as by order of the President, 
the obnoxious officials were removed, the President expressed the hope that 
no cause further existed to embarrass the diplomatic intercourse of the two 
Republics. ... 

I feel assured, therefore that the President and you, on a full know'ledge 
of the facts and history of the case, wdll justify and approve of my course. 

The condition, which you state constitutes a de facto Government has 
occured; as such it was recognized by me—as such it is in the full, peaceful 
and prosperous exercise of all the functions of Government. . . . 

I shall strictly obey all instructions from the President or your Depart¬ 
ment, as I have always done—But I cannot but regret that in addition to 
the perils I have encountered and indignity to my flag, you should have to 
inform me in relation to my detention at Rivas, “though the President has 
no doubt that I acted from the purest motives, intending only to subserv^e 
the cause of humanity, but that my course was aside from that which my 
duty as the representative of a Foreign Government imposed upon me”. I 
receive this rebuke with proper respect. 

If my “course was aside from duty” it had liked to have proved of most 
serious personal consequences. If “Greivous was the fault, Greivous 
has the expiation been”; for imprisonment was the consequence and my life 
had nearly paid tlie forfeit of an intention * only to subserv’e the cause of 
humanity.” My letter to Genl. Corral * (copy of which is enclosed marked 
D) will show the motives which influenced me. 

Had I met him at Rivas, I would not have been imprisoned nor would 
the murder of Mrs. Smith and child at San Carlos,—or the massacre of 
unarmed passengers at Virgin Bay, ever occured. 

To save the lives of the innocent—the plunder of the unarmed to secure 

> Not included in this publication. See above, this part, Wheeler’s note of the same 
date. November 2. iS.SS, reciting its purport, doc. 1315. 



course to step aside for a moment from the strict line of duty. I encountered 
willingly the personal risk for such high promptings. Had I succeeded I 
should have received the heartfelt thanks of every man woman and child 
of Nic^; and secured that blessing which is promised to the children of God— 

I trust and beleive that the President will take such a course as will be 
dictated by a regard to my rights, and feel sure that with his generous 
sympathies, had he been in my position that he would have gone further than 
I did in the cause of humanity. 

I enclose you the last newspapers which will give you all the local news of 
importance here and add on another sheet matters confidential and im- 
portant.i 

Very respectfully. 

[CONFroENTIAL] 

I would inform you from expressions I have heard in high quarters, that 
in consequence of the letter of Jos. L. White Esq., to the Editor of the Eve¬ 
ning Star at Washington, of q*.** Nov? last and the act of sending out a body of 
armed men from New York last summer to operate with the Legitimate Party 
the Government here will early institute an inquiry by what warrant the 
Transit Company holds their Charter—and that this enquiry may result in 
it being declared forfeited so far as the transit over this Isthmus is concerned. 

(Another) Officers from H. B. M. Ships of War the Arab and Espeigle 
now lying at San Juan del Norte, have visited this city. I am satisfied 
that if the U. S. should give a cold shoulder to the present authorities of 
Nicaragua, or a cold reception to Col° French, overtures will be made to 
England, which will be met half way. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Parker H. French, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States 2 


Washington, December ig, 1833. 

Sir: I have in my possession credentials from the Supreme Government 
of Nicaragua appointing me as the Minister of that Republic near the Gov¬ 
ernment at Washington, and accompanying this you will please find an auto¬ 
graph letter from the President of Nicaragua to the President of the United 
States of America.® The object of this note is to request an interview with 


1 The confideirtial paragraphs follow the close of this despatch. 
- from Central America, vol, 2, Received December 21. 


* This enclosure is a formal credential letter, dated November 23, 1855, signed by Patricio 
Rn-as as lAoyisional Pr^d^t of Ni^gua, countpsigned by Maximo Jerez as Minister of 


in Granting that, an early hour, I have no hesitation in saying that you are 
advancing the best interests of our respective Countries. 

I am. Sir, [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washin'GTON’, December 20, 1855. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of the Republic of Costa-Rica, had 
the honor to peruse the esteemed note of the Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of 
State of the United States, dated the 10^^ inst,- relative to the position of 
Nicaragua; and he deems it his duty to make some explanations in reply. 

In his note of the 6*^ inst, the undersigned made no statement, but allu¬ 
sions; and the word treason, used by him, is only applicable to the faction 
which invited the filibusters, and to those who facilitated their success. He 
expressed no opinion, nor does he think that this circumstance is any thing to 
his purpose, or that it can affect the question. The infractors of neutrality 
laws are always invited, and even seduced, by the enemies of the country' 
against which they go to operate. 

This, as the Hon. Mr. Marcy knows, does not lessen the crime, nor does the 
fact that those who tender the invitation, not only bear the character of ene¬ 
mies, but that most hateful one of traitors to their native country, produce 
such a result. 

It is never great national parties, but factions, rebellious, blind and impo¬ 
tent minorities, that have furnished history with examples of high treason, 
nor are the former under the necessity of turning a suicidal hand upon them¬ 
selves, by calling in the intervention of foreign forces in domestic questions. 
The Government of the United States acknowledged this truth w'hen it 
treated with the legitimate government which has disapeared; and the results 
prove it. Who exercise mere domininion, taking aw'ay the life of Nicaragu¬ 
ans at their own will? Who dispose of the revenues of the State and the 
property of its inhabitants, as their owm fancy may dictate? WTio, in short, 
instituted, arranged and rule, through terror, this semblance of a govern¬ 
ment? The adventurers, the dregs of European refuse Americanized. 

The undersigned cannot, he must own it, contemplate without a blush and 
profound indignation, the stigma which has been inflicted upon Nicaragua. 
But he could not avoid showing that the traitors constitute an insignificant 
minority of that nation. 



Among the Central American States there exsist bonds of fraternity 
which political exigencies have not been able to rend asunder, and these ties 
unite them into an indivisible whole, with regard to their permanent welfare, 
their prosperity and their existence. Under this aspect, even the whole peo¬ 
ple of a minority of the States into which the country is unfortunately 
divided, lack the right of surrendering their independence, because it would 
compromise that of their brethren. 

The undersigned has read with satisfaction, that the recognition made by 
the minister of the United States in Nicaragua, was contrary to the instruc¬ 
tions of the Secretary of State. He has since read, with equal satisfaction, 
the proclamation of the Most Excellent President, dated the of this 
month. All that he has to do now, is to wait to see that this proclamation, 
and that declaration, have the desired effect, and produce the consequences 
that are naturally to be expected from them. With this hope, the under¬ 
signed will, with pleasure, communicate the aforesaid documents to his gov¬ 
ernment, as they are calculated to strengthen the friendship and to heighten 
the esteem, which the government of Costa-Rica entertains for that of the 
United States. 

While the social cancer, called filibusterism, is seen, by incontrovertible 
evidence, taking deep roots, ramifying, developing itself and increasing in the 
United States, in the face of their laws and their authorities, the undersigned 
cannot do otherwise than to consider the question he had the honor to touch 
upon, because it interests Costa-Rica, as worthy of the attention of the gov¬ 
ernment and the study of statesmen, anxious for the good name and tran¬ 
quillity of this Republic. 

The undersigned acknowledges that all laws may sometimes be evaded by 
sagacious delinquents, who avail themselves of circumstances which cannot 
be imputed to any defect in said laws, nor to any dereliction on the part of 
the authorities charged with the administration of the same. But the facil¬ 
ity which the steamers of the Nicaragua Transit Company afford for infringing 
the law, is voluntary and culpable. Not one of Kinney’s adventurers, nor 
Walker and his followers obtained passage in said steamers, because, then, 
the company judiciously thought that its interests were linked with those of 
the legitimate government. Subsequently, being called to account, said 
company saw that it could not impose conditions on the government, and 
being compelled to enter upon a law suit which it dreaded, its loyalty was 
converted into treason; it furnished twenty thousand dollars and the lake 
steamers, for the purpose of taking Granada by surprise; and it began to con- 
ve>' filibusters from San Francisco. French, Fry and Kewin thus brought 
armed adventurers and ammunitions of war. 



xvcwiii iids icuuiiicu L.U '^aiiiornia to recruit mure aaventurers. 

This confidence is very natural on their part, seeing that, besides the recog¬ 
nition by the minister of the United States in Nicaragua, the commander and 
three officers of the ship of war “Massachusetts” (if the undersigned has not 
been misinformed) remained three days in Granada fraternizing with the 
filibusters. 

The undersigned has designated the culprits, and he trusts that they will 
be called to account, according to the laws which they have violated and 
which they are ready to continue to violate. He trusts likewise that the most 
stringent preventive measures will be enforced, and that the company will be 
compelled to give guaranties for the future. 

The Hon. Mr. Marcy, who has so very properly expressed the dut^', the 
wish, the determination and the interest, which the United States have, for 
respecting the independence of the Central American nations, will be pleased 
to acknowledge that the undersigned asks nothing more than prompt and full 
justice. 

The undersigned takes pleasure in renewing [etc.] 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to Williayn L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 


No. 35 


Granada, December 24,1855. 


Sir; Your despatch No. 16 ^ has been received. 

I enclose as desired by you, a duplicate of No. 28,® which you advise me, 
has not reached the Department. 

My despatch No. 32 dated 15*^ ins*^ gives at large a full history- of the dr- 
cumstances of the country, and the course that I deemed it my dut\ to 
pursue—and I trust that my Government will on reading these Despatches 
be satisfied with my course, as the only one that could be pursued. Since 
the reception of your Despatch No. 13 of the 8th. l have abstained from 
all official intercourse with the persons now exercising controul over this 
Republic, and will not establish diplomatic intercourse until instructed, and 


1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received January' 22. 

2 Above, this volume, pt. i, December 7, 1855, doc. 1060. 

3 Above, this part, November 8, 1855, doc. 1316. 

< Above! this part, doc. 1322* * Above, this volume, pt. i, doc, 1058. 



uepariment oi L.oionizauon. 

Also the last number of the “El Nicaraguense“ of 22^ inst. 

The last Steamer from California brought many persons to this place— 
Some to engage in business; some in the Mines; and One Hundred and ten 
men exclusive of Officers, for the Army. 

San Salvador as also the Republic of Honduras have congratulated Sen*^ 
Rivas on his accession to the Presidency—and Gen^ Cabanas, the President 
of Honduras has been spending several days in this place. This is commen¬ 
tary upon the acts of the Ministers from those countries, in protesting against 
my act in recognizing the present authorities of Nicaragua—as the public 
journals have advised me they have done. 

Although matters intimately affecting my Government, and its citizens 
resident and passing through Nicaragua require the constant exercise of the 
functions of the Minister, yet I shall faithfully regard your instructions, and 
hope soon to be advised that you approve of all my acts. 

I am [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L, 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 36 Granada, December 24, tSsS> 

Sir: In conformity to my Personal Instructions “to transmit to my own 
Govt, accurate information of the policy and views of other Govts” I herein 
enclose a note of a conversation® recently had with General Jose Trinadad 
Cabanas who has been recently on a visit to this City. Genl. Cabanas is 
the President of Honduras, but by a recent revolution of the Servile Party, 
has been forced to leave Honduras. 

He is well spoken of in history by Crowe, Stevens and Squire, and much 
respected for his vertues and liberal principles. 

Faithfully yours. 

[interview] 

On Saturday 15 Dec. 1855,1 called to return the visit of Gen^ Jos6 Trinadad 
Cabanas, the President of Honduras, now on a visit by invitation and the 
guest of this Government. 

Xot included in this publication; and neither is either of the following two enclosures 
mention^. Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received January 22. 

It follows immediately after the close of this despatch. 



501 


document 1326; DECEMBER 24, 1855 

He appears to be about 50 years old, and is esteemed as one of the most 
liberal and honorable men in Central America. He was the devoted friend 
of Gen- Francisco Morazan. 

He said, as I was about taking leave, that he would be happy to have some 
confidential conversation with the Minister of the United States, touching Cen¬ 
tral America, and asked me if my Government approved of citizens of the U. S. 
coming to Central America; and if these persons attempted to distrov the 
nationality of Central America, would the Government of theU. S. prevent it. 

I replied, that the Govt, of U.S. could not, nor would not approve of any 
attempt by any foreigners, or our own citizens to attempt to distroy the na¬ 
tionality of Central America—that our fixed policy from the days of Wash¬ 
ington, was non interference with domestic difficulties of any Nation—and 
to avoid all entangling alliances. That our Neutrality Laws were strict, and 
that General Pierce would faithfully execute them. 

That an expedition of Col° Kinny, with professed peaceful objects to 
Central America, had been stopped—that he was, now, indicted in the U.S. 
Courts;—that recently officials of the British Govt, had been indicted, and 
punished in the U. S., for enlisting men to serve in the Crimea. But that 
these proceedings were confined to acts done in the U. S.—that when our 
citizens were out of our territory, and embarked in a foreign service—as they 
had the right so to do, they voluntarily transferred their allegiance from their 
native country, and placed themselves under the jurisdiction of another 
Government. That they were not responsible to the U. S. nor the U. States 
responsible for them—nor would our Minister protect or comfort them—they 
were only responsible to the Authorities and Laws of the land where they had 
sought their new residence. So that as our laws now stood, as far as Gen^ 
Walker and his associates were concerned, that the U. S. could exercise no 
controul over them—no more than over any other citizens of Nicaragua; 
which they had become under their naturalization Laws. 

He then asked me if Guatemala, joined by other Govts made war on 
Walker to drive him from the country, would the Govt, of U. S. use any 
efforts to protect him. 

I replied certainly not, for the reasons before stated. 

He then stated that he was dissatisfied with the condition of things now in 
Nicaragua. The belief w^as current that all the officers and emoluments of 
office would be absorbed by North Americans. 

To this I replied that it seemed to be no real ground for this opinion. 
The President of the Republic was a native of Nic? so of all his Cabinet— 

All 4-'U« 'D.r-Qf -hVio J ffoj-on -f ofior-f-iTi ptif c Tiarives 


Costa Rica had origia with him. 

I replied that the character of Don Patricio personally & politically has 
been that of an honest man—that he was too old to engage in intrigues, and 
the fate of Corral was a warning. 

In return I asked him candidly to say to me what in his opinion was to be 
the result of the matters here? He replied that if Gen - Walker did not receive 
soon strong reinforcements that Guatemala led on by Carrera and Honduras 
led on by Guardiola both, he said, unscrupulous and unprincipled—desperate 
and bloody for he knew them both very well, and had fought them on many 
bloody fields, would make war on Walker and drive him from the country 
or kill him— To this I replied that if they did they would [be?] badly 
whipped. That every Steamer brought more persons to Nicaragua, some to 
work the Lands, some to Merchandise, some to the Mines—but most to the 
Army. In this the Government of U. S. had no hand—but the spirit of inter¬ 
prize and adventure points so prominent in American character. 

That the Govt, of the U. S. had no desire to possess Central America; that 
if it did, and the States desired it, it could not be well accomplished as the 
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty read, 

Genl. Cabanas then expressed great admiration for the Munro doctrine, 
and hope that the United States would pursue and drive England out of 
Central America—that the course of England towards his Republic had been 
oppressive arrogant and insulting.— The Island of Ruatan had been 
forcibly taken, which commanded their Coast; and was constantly extending 
their power and possessions in Central America. On a recent occasion, he 
stated that some citizens of Honduras went to Ruatan to recover some 
property and they were insultingly driven off by the British Officials. 

The recent visit to this city by the Officers of the English ships of War the 
Arab and Espeigle was alluded to, and I replied that the United States Govt, 
were fully aware of the course of the English Govt, and that from self respect 
would either abrogate or make England adhere to the express terms of the 
Treaty of 1850. 

He expressed much satisfaction at these veiws—and hoped that I would 
allow another before he left. 

A few days after (Fridy igth)^ he called at the Legation in the evening but 
company being present, he stated that he came to take leave of me as he 
would leave Granada for Leon in the morning. 

This is a faithful account of the interview. 

1 This date is ewdently incorrect if the date “Saturday 15 Dec.,” above, is correct. This 
should either have been Wednesday the 19th or Friday the 21st. 
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John U. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to JVillicir L 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Granada, January 15, 18^6. 

Sir: Mr. Thomas Manning, Her Brittanic’s Majest>"’s Vice Consul for 
the Republic of Nicaragua is at present in this city. 

He resides in Leon, and has resided thirty \'ears in this Republic, and has 
recently travelled through its whole length and breadth, and is supposed to 
know well, the opinions of the inhabitants of Nicaragua—and he assures me. 
that the present condition of political affairs in this Republic meets their 
hearty approval and acquiescence. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1328 

Parker H. French, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States - 

Washington, January iS, iSs6. 

I had the honor to address Your Excellency a note under date of the nine¬ 
teenth of last month,^ the sole object before laying my credentials before your 
Government. To my astonishment you placed a different interpretation 
on the note from my intents. Your Excellency’s reply under date of the 2i®‘ 
of the same month ^ informed me of this fact. Your Excellency’s reply also 
establishes a new and startling precedent, that is, that you cannot hereafter 
receive any diplomatic agent, unless the government he represents is repre¬ 
sented by the untrammeled expression of democratic will. It seems to me 
that the following extract from your letter is conclusive of the new rule for 
recognition, as just alluded to. You say—“Those who were chiefly instru¬ 
mental in suspending or overthrowing the former government of that State 
(Nicaragua) were not citizens belonging to it, nor have those citizens, or any 
considerable part of them, so far as is known here, freely expressed their 
approval of, or acquiescence in the present condition of political affairs in 
Nicaragua. Until such shall be the case, the President does not deem it 
proper to receive you, or any one, as a minister to this government, duly 
appointed by the Supreme Government of Nicaragua.” Thus Your Excel¬ 
lency will perceive that under the same ruling, the minister of England, 
France, or Russia, should not be recognized by your government, because 
you have no assurance that any part of the people of those countries have 



interfere with the internal affairs of other nations. 

Regretting that you should have misconstrued my last communication, 
and that you authorized the late arrest of my person in New York, and 
thereby the indignity shown against the government I have the honor to rep¬ 
resent,—therefore, I respectfully request that you will not consider my 
credentials as before your government for the present. 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant. 


1329 

Fermin Ferrer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

D Granada, January 22, 1836. 

Sir: As my Government is quite convinced that the present Washington 
cabinet, against the popular will of your nation, refuses its recognition, I 
wish to notify you that on this date the powers conferred on Mr. P. H. 
French, present Minister of Nicaragua to the United States, have been re¬ 
voked, and that he is ordered to come to this city. I likewise advise you in 
the name of my Government that on account of the conduct referred to of the 
Government which you represent, all communication with you in the capac¬ 
ity of Minister Resident of the United States in Nicaragua, is henceforth 
suspended, beginning to-day. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1330 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 40 Granada, January 25, i8s5 [18^6], 

Sir: . . . The political condition of Nicaragua is the same as when I last 
wrote. Peace within her borders and friendship with the neighbouring 
states. The statements circulated by designing men, as to the hostility of 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, enclosed with Wheeler to the Secretary of State, No. 40, 
below, this part, doc. 1330. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua, yol. 2 . Received February 14. In the date line of the file copy, 
the year is clearly iS.s.s. but it evidently should have been i8=:6. His No. IQ- is ahnve. this 



So far from this, in Guatemala, the most puissant of the states of Central 
America, and hostile to free Governments; recently a proposition was made 
to raise forces, and attack the party in power in Nicaragua; aided as it is by 
foreigners. It was sternly opposed by the Government Ministry and only 
received two votes. 

I enclose the newspapers. 

In a late despatch,^ I informed you Gen* Jerez, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, had resigned his place in the Cabinet of Senor Rivas, on the sole 
ground that Walker's forces, were not allowed to attack Honduras, and re¬ 
instate Cabanas in power. This has done much to establish Gen* Walker in 
the good opinion of the adjacent states, and render Confidence in the pacific 
intentions of Nicaragua. 

Emigrants are flocking in from New Orleans, in ever\’ steamer, California 
and some, from New York. The effective force of the Army is, 4S i American 
rifles, and 900 native troops, which at any moment can be swelled three times 
that number. 

The last despatch, informed you, of the presence of the British vice Consul 
(Thomas Manning) here. In an Official note, he formally recognized the 
present Government of Nicaragua, so far as the only diplomatic representa¬ 
tive of England, in Nicaragua, could do. Enclosed is a Copy of his Official 
note, cut out of the Official paper of this Government. (Marked B.)* 

Enclosed is a decree of this Government (No. 150) declaring that ail 
communication is suspended with your Minister Resident here; and placing 
this extraordinary act, on the ground, that the Government of the United 
States, has failed to recognize the Actual Administration of Nicaragua; and 

^ Not included in this publication; its important pertinent contents are here revealed. 

^ The text of Vice-Consul Manning’s note follows: 

Thomas Manning, British Vice-Consul at Realejo, to Maximo Jerez, Minister of Foreign 

A ffairs of Nicaragua 

RE.U.EJO, January 10, iSs 6 . 

Sir: I take g;reat pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your ofiicial communication 
of the 3^ of November ultimo, the duplicate of which only has reached me up to this 
time, enclosing, for the information of this Consulate, copy of a treaty, entered into 
between the leaders of the belligerent forces, Generals Ponciano Corral and William 
Walker, for the restoration of peace and the establishment of a provisional Government 
under the presidency of Don Patricio Rives. • , • 

As an eye-witness of all the horrors and the events, which have transpired, in this 
unfortunate country, since the commencement of the revolution in May 1854; no one 
can, better than I, appreciate the reestablishment of order and tranquillity, it is to be 
hoped that, through the enlightened members of the Cabinet, now in power, prospenty 
will be carried to the thresholds of the humblest inhabitant of the land. Be assured 
that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty will yield equal sympathies, so long as 
the affairs of the country shall be conducted in keeping with the usages, and in con¬ 
formity with the laws of nations. . 

Meanwhile. I shall, bv next mail, transmit to the charge d affaires of H. B. M., Carlos 


inis aecree is accompaniea oy an umciai note oi tne iviiinster oi roreign 
Relations. (Enclosed Marked D.)^ 

Official dignity and personal respect would have prompted me on the re¬ 
ception of that document to have demanded my passports— But I could not 
do this without violating the express instructions of the President “ to abstain 
from all Official intercourse with this Government”, as conveyed in your 
despatch No. 13 (dated 8 nov: 1855) ^ but “remain in this Country, and keep 
my Government well advised of the actual condition of affairs herein". The 
course of this Government brings this Legation to the exact Status, which 
the instructions of the President had placed it—it was accompanied by 
expressions of much personal regard to me, from the Minister. 

How far the late visit, and presence of the English Consul might have 
influenced this course, I can only conjecture. I know, from himself, that he 
had frequent interviews with those holding power; and I also know from 
those high in power that liberal promises were made of the countenance and 
favour of Great Britain. 

So far as my Official act in recognizing this Government is concerned, I 
feel gratified that the Government of Great Britain has followed me. , . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 42 Granada, February 26,1856. 

Sir: The condition of this country is (as when I last wrote to you) tran¬ 
quil. You Avill observe from the enclosed newspaper marked A a decree of 
this Republic of date February inst.® revoking and annulling, for causes 
therein stated, the Charter of the Accessory Transit Company. 

^ Not included in this publication. * Above, this part, January 22, 1856, doc. 1329. 

® Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1058. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received March 15. 

® The decree mentioned, follows: 

Decree of Government against Accessory Transit Company 

Granada, February 18, i8y6. 

WHEREAS, the Republic of Nicaragua, on the 22nd day of September 1849, granted to 
the American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company, certain rights and privileges, 
which said rights and privileges were subsequently modified, by decree of the iith day 
of April IS50 land 

WHEREAS, in consideration of said rights and privileges, said Company agreed to 
construct a Ship Canal across the territory of the Republic from the port of San 
Juan de Nicaragua, or any more feasible point on the Atlantic to the port of Realeio. 



temporary control over some parts of Nicaragua,” I shall endeavour to keep 

the Engineers of the Company might decide upon; or in case that the construction, and 
completion of said Canal or any part of it, should become impossible, by any unforeseen 
want, or insurmountable obstacle of nature, to construct a railroad, or rail and carriage 
road and water communication between the two oceans; and 

WHEREAS, the said American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company, have not 
constructed the said Canal nor commenced the same, but on the contrary have aban¬ 
doned the undertaking, and declared it impracticable and have also failed to construct 
a railroad or rail and carriage road, as they agreed to do: and 

WHEREAS, the said American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company \vas bound by 
the terms of said Charter to pay the Republic of Nicaragua, ten thousand dollars 
annually, and ten per cent on the nett profits of any route the Company might establish 
between the two oceans, during the term allotted for the completion of the Canal, 
and in furtherance thereof, and 

WHEREAS, the said American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company have failed 
to pay annually said ten thousand dollars, together with the ten per cent nett profits, 
falsely and fraudulently alleging that no profits were made, and no commission due; and 

WHEREAS, by the said Charter it was stipulated that for the purpose of settling all 
matters in dispute between the State and the Company, Commissioners should be 
appointed by the State on the one part and the Company on the other; and 

WHEREAS, on the I2th. day of November, 1855, the Republic of Nicaragua, notified 
the said Company to appoint commissioners, under the Charter, and the said 
Company expressly refused the same; and 

WHEREAS, by the decree of the 9th day of March 1850, the said Company was rnade a 
body politic and corporate, with perpetual succession, by the name & description of 
“The American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company’’; and 

WHEREAS, on the 14th. day of August 1851, the Republic of Nicaragua with the sole 
object of facilitating the maritime canal, and in accordance with the desires expressed 
by the company of said canal, to divide and seperate from the contract of the 22nd. 
September 1849, the part therein relating to the navigation by steam of the waters of 
Nicaragua, did constitute a new company, designated by the name of “Accessory 
Transit Company’’ and consisting of the same persons comprising the American Atlan¬ 
tic and Pacific Ship Canal Company, and subject to the same obligations. Now there¬ 
fore, the Supreme Provisional Government of Nicaragua in virtue of its faculties, 

decrees: 

1. The grant to the American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company of date 22nd. 
September 1849 and the modification thereof made nth April 1850, and all the pri\'i- 
leges therein contained are revoked and annulled. The acts of incorporation of date 
9th. day of March 1850, and of the Accessory Transit Company of date 14th. day of 
August 1851, are annulled: and the said American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany and Accessory Transit Company, are dissolved and abolished except for the pur¬ 
poses hereinafter mentioned, 

2. Sr. Don Cleto Mayorga, Sr. Don Edwmrd J. C. Kew'en and Sr. Don George F. 
Alden, (any two of whom may act) are hereby appointed a board of commissioners with 
full powers to examine, liquidate, and ascertain the amount due by the American Atlan¬ 
tic and Pacific Ship Canal Company, and Accessory Transit Company to the State, 
with full pow'ers to send for persons and papers, and to enforce respect and obedience 
to all their orders and decrees. 

3. The said board shall proceed at once to discharge their duties and for this purpose 
shall notify the agents of the companies, residing in Nicaragua, to appear before them 
forthwith, to give all evidence that may be required of them, and with the privilege 
to defend the interests of their principals. 

4. The said companies shall be considered as still in existence, for the purpose of 
conducting this examination and for the purpose of being held collectively responsible 
for such sum as may be ascertained to be due to the State, but for no other. 

5. For the purpose of securing the payment of such amount the said board find due, 
they are hereby commanded to cause all the property of said company to be seized forth¬ 
with, and held by responsible persons subject to the order of said board. 


await your turther instructions. 

I have availed myself of the present condition of the relations between the 
two Governments, to visit Leon, and other portions of Nicaragua. I went 
as a private person, without any form or parade, in order to ascertain if 
possible the real condition of political affairs. I conversed freely with per¬ 
sons of all ranks; I find the substantial, peaceful, industrious and thrifty 
persons of the country, entirely satisfied with the present condition of affairs, 
assuring me, that, if the present foreign force was not in the Country, that 
civil war would again break out, and devastate the Whole Republic—and 
they rejoice that permanent peace is now established. The Constitutional 
Assembly, or Congress will soon assemble in this City, who will reestablish the 
Constitution, and sanction the recent proceedings of the Executive and 
military power of the country. 

I am satisfied that negociations are now on foot between Nicaragua and 
England to settle the Mosquito question on the basis proposed by Mess*'® 
Crampton and Webster, but rejected at the time by Nicaragua. 

I would suggest that instructions be given to open diplomatic intercourse 
with this Government; In which event a Minister will be promptly des¬ 
patched from this Government, to the United States, and all unpleasant 
sensations removed.^ . . . 

Col. Wm. L. Kinney has been in this City and has been ordered to leave 
the Country. His grant from Shepard & Co has been declared null and void, 
and the rights of Nicaragua to the Mosquito Country re-asserted. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

6. That the transit of passengers across the Isthmus may suffer no interruption, the 
board are authorised to deliver to such responsible persons as may make application, 
all of said property so seized, upon their executing a bond in a sum one fourth greater 
than its appraised value, and with the condition that the same shall be forthcoming 
when called for by the said board, and that the undertakers in the bond shall continue 
to transport the passengers who may arrive on the side of the Pacific and Atlantic oceans 
and the expenses of transporting said passengers shall be charged against the said 
companies. 

7. Before allowing the said property to be bonded the board shall cause the same 
to be fairly appraised by three competent persons appointed for the purpose. 

8. The board shall proceed summarily and with dispatch. And on determining the 
amount due from the companies to the State, shall report their proceedings immedi¬ 
ately to the Government. 

9. The corporation of the board of commissioners as well as of the appraisers by them 
appointed, will be hereafter determined. 

10. Let this be communicated to the proper authorities. 

[Signed] patricio rivas. 

* The onaitted portion is not pertinent to this publication. 



John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 45 Granada, March 17, 1836. 

Sir: Important events have transpired since I had the honor to advise you 
“of the actual condition of affairs” in this Republic. 

About a month since a Commission was despatched to Costa Rica, for the 
purposes of establishing good correspondence between the Sister States, 

The Commissioners were rejected with scorn, and ordered to leave the 
country. 

The President of Costa Rica (Juan R. Mora), issued on the i®*' ins* his 
proclamation against the authorities of Nicaragua, and on the ii*^ ins* the 
President of Nicaragua by a decree declared war against Costa Rica, and the 
troops of Nicaragua are now en route to that State. 

Copies of these Documents ^ are herein inclosed marked A. B. as also the 
Address of the General in Chief marked C. 

This Republic is rapidly filling up with emigrants from tlie U. States. 

Many capitalists, Merchants Farmers, Mechanics and Laborers arrived 
in the last Steamers from New Orleans, New York and California. Some 
with Flour Mills, others with Saw Mills and other machinery. 

Four hundred men also came who joined the Nic* Army which increases it 
to 1300 rifles of the foreign aid. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 46 Granada, March ji, 1856. 

Sir: In my last despatch■* I informed you that war had been declared 
between Nic^ and Costa Rica. 

The whole military force of Nicaragua (except the troops in garrison) is 
now on the southern border of the Republic, in Rivas, awaiting the attack of 
the Costa Rica army, which is reported to be advancing in strong force. 

All intercourse by land or water between Costa Rica and any other point, 
has been interdicted. The English Mail was seized, and the enclosed papers 
were found among many others. They were sent for my examination, and 
I have deemed it proper to submit them to you and the President. 

The letter of E. Hammond dated 9 feby. 1856 from the Foreign Office, 
^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received April 4. 

* Not included in this publication. Their purport is indicated in the foregoing paragraph. 



(marked A) as well as the letter of said Consul Genl. charging upon the 
Government of the U. S. the intention of annexation to the United States 
and the introduction of Slavery to the violated territories, are full of impor¬ 
tance. 

I beg your patient attention to all these letters.^ 

1 The follo\ving three communications were enclosed with this despatch: 

Edward Wallerstein, Consul-Gmeral of Costa Rica at London, to the Earl of Clarendon, 
British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

London, February 4, 1856. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mf Flammond’s letter, 
in which he informs me, by direction of your Lordship, that Instructions will be given 
to the British Admiral on the Pacific Station, to cause the Coast of Costa-Rica to be 
visited by Her Majesty’s Cruizers, for the protection of British Interests. 

In acknowledging with gratitude, on the part of the Government of Costa-Rica, 
the receipt of this gratifying compliance with the application, which I had the honor 
to address your Lordship, I cannot but express the hope and expectation, which will be 
entertained by my Government, that the Interests of Costa Rica will be included in 
this protection;—interests which, as I have already had the honor to represent to Your 
Lordship, are closely connected with the interests of British Subjects in that Quarter. 

With reference to my former letters, in w'hich it was my duty to draw your Lordship’s 
notice to the designs of the Filibusters, from which so much danger is to be apprehended 
by Costa-Rica, in common with the rest of Central America; I cannot omit this oppor¬ 
tunity of making known to your Lordship, that intelligence recently forwarded to me, 
and which, (as I find it likewise is mentioned in the public press), has probably been 
conveyed to the British Government through other channels,—shews, that the pro¬ 
ceedings of these Filibusters, or unlawful aggressors, (under whatever Denomination 
they may carry on their projects) have been in effect, if not ostensibly, aided by a Ship 
of War of the United States stationed in the port of Grey-Town, and that they are 
therefore countenanced, directly or indirectly, in the territory of Nicaragua, by the 
Government of those States. 

The Policy which actuates that Government in this respect cannot but be most 
injurious to the tranquillity and prosperity of the countries more immediately con¬ 
cerned, as well as to the interests of the Community at large; and as the but ill-concealed 
objects of that policy are, annexation to the United States, and the introduction of the 
system of American slavery to the violated territories,—the Government of Costa- 
Rica cannot too earnestly implore the attention of the British Government, to the 
melancholy fate which awaits her; unless the sympathy of Great Britain, on the score 
of humanity and civilization, can be awakened to the extreme danger of the moment, 
which can be averted only by some immediate and decisive Measure of counteraction.— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

The British Foreign Office to Edward Wallerstein, Consul-General of Costa Rica at London 

London, February g, 1856. 

Sir: I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you that having referred to 
the War Department your Letter of the I2*i‘ Ultimo, requesting that a small supply of 
arms may be furnished to the Government of Costa Rica, His Lordship has been in¬ 
formed by that Department in reply that 2000 smooth bore muskets (wittons) which 
are not so highly finished as the Line Pattern Musket of 1842, can be supplied for this 
Service at L 1.3.0 each, or if it should be preferred, 2000 of the Line Pattern musket of 
1842 can be furnished at each. 

As soon as Lord Clarendon is informed by you of the species of arms which you 
decide upon, he will communicate further with the War Department, and request that 
the arms mav be nlaced at vnnr 


Edward Wallerstein, Consul-General of Costa Rica at London, to Juan Rafsc! Mora, 

President of Costa Rica 


[translation] 


London, February i6, iSs6. 


Much esteemed Sir and friend: The mail whjch brings the ccrrespcr.dence of 
January 1st, from Costa Rica, has not arrived, and in consequerxe I ha\e r. ^thing to 
say to you in regard to mercantile business. As to public matters, you wil; please to 
refer to my communications, of today, to the Minister. By this you will see that this 
government is willing to put 2,000 muskets at my disposal for the service cf the republic 
of Costa Rica. Nothing is said in the note about the time cf payment, and cc.nss- 
quently the English Government agrees to my proposition. However, I have not made 
up my mind to take them previous to receiving instructions from ^.'ou, cr wh.ich of the 
two Kinds of arms to take. In case I should take them previous to \-our being able to 
write upon the subject, I will send them in the month of March, if a vessel sails fcr 
Punta Arenas without further orders from you. I have not yet replied omcially to 
Lord Clarendon to offer him my most sincere thanks in my own name and that of the 
republic, for his manifestation of sympathy and friendship for Costa R:ca;_ar.d though 
the affable manner in w’hich Lord Clarendon spoke to me when I bid rnm farewtl!, 
almost induced me to believe he would not refuse the muskets, I will not deny the pleas¬ 


ure I felt on the receipt of Mr. Hammond's letter. I could not sleep at all tnat r.tg.nt 
for joy. I sent him a note on the following day, stating I would address an orr.cial note 
to Lord Clarendon, conveying my thanks, and that in the meantime l entreated him to 


firmer and firmer, every day. I cannot understand how the other States d:d not unite 
themselves from the beginning to expel him from Nicaragua. I ha%e letters :rom 
Guatemala and San Salvador requiring me to request from this government, ne.p ana 
succor; but what can be done for republics or people who do not maKe an e.xertion to 
help themselves. When I was telling Lord Clarendon that Costa Rica aireaa% had an 
army of 800 men on the frontier of Nicaragua he was much pleased, and said “ mat was a 
right step,” and I am persuaded that my having made that insinuation is one of tne 
reasons for giving us the muskets. The questions {pending between thus country ana 
the United States are very complicated, but there will be no war, for this reason, t.^at 
the gentlemen in the great republic observe that although tne British nation do not 
boast or say much on the subject, they are determined to punisn tne \anKee5 verv- 
severely for the least insult to the national honor. To the eyes of the wao.e vond g. 
this country in particular—a war between the two nations would be one ox the worst ol 
evils; but to Central America the case would be very different, as Walker ana nis asso¬ 
ciates would soon be kicked out of Nicaragua. _ , . , . r j , m,. 

I send to the government a copy of the Times, m which is found a letter from Mr. 
Marcy to the American Minister to Nicaragua. Though tnis lettCT appeims to pnrure 
the Minister, and holds out a threat to Walker, the true sense is, that in short time 
government of the United States will recognize Walkers government. Ma> God 
help us. Yours, [etc.]. 



Washington, April 8 , 1856 . 

The nationality of the government, and the independence of the people of 
Nicaragua having been destroyed by the pirates who sailed from the coasts of 
the United States, and, in the month of October last, succeeded in taking 
possession, by surprise, of the power of that republic;—the other Central 
American States being threatened with the same ignominious yoke of those, 
who, in the insolent intoxication of triumph, have not hesitated in declaring, 
in language evincing the most insulting contempt for Central Americans, 
their well-known purpose of establishing, throughout the country, the su¬ 
premacy of another race; and seeing the number of their natural and declared 
enemies constantly and indefinitely increasing, notwithstanding the neutral¬ 
ity laws of the United States, the prompt execution of which, they requested 
in due time;—peace, between the Republic of Costa Rica, and the other 
nations of Central America, on one side, and the usurping and tyrannical 
power which is domineering over Nicaragua, on the other side, is no longer 
within the pale of possibility. 

The Government of Costa Rica felt this from the beginning, and conse¬ 
quently, it abstained from all intercourse with the Usurpers; it advised the 
inhabitants of the Republic of the danger, and entered into an offensive and 
defensive alliance with the governments of Guatemala, Honduras and 
Salvador. 

In the meanwhile, the fillibustering powers always hostile to Costa Rica, 
made attempts against the possessions and other rights of the latter, in the 
Costa-Rican pro\ance of Moracia, formerly called Guanacaste, and having 
subsequently become irritated by the attitude of Costa Rica, and enchanted 
at the increase of his own forces, he accredited a Commissioner, worthy of 
representing him on account of his antecedents, to go to San Jos6 to ask 
explanations of the government for its silence, notwithstanding the insidious 
communications which had been addressed to it from Granada. The Gov¬ 
ernment of Costa Rica could not fall into this snare, nor look upon the afore¬ 
said envoy in any other light, than as a spy, and did not allow him to enter 
the Republic. The fillibuster Envoy returned immediately, declaring War in 
the midst of protestations and threats. 

The M. E. President of Costa Rica, having been authorized by the legis¬ 
lative power, called the inhabitants to arms, in the terms set forth in the 
proclamation of the i»* of March; and having transferred the Executive 
Power to the Vice President of the Republic, Francisco Oreamuno, 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. Received April 8. 



Nicaragua, determined to defend and sustain the national cause as it appears 
from the documents, copies of which the undersigned has the honor of enclos¬ 
ing, marked respectively, A, B, F, E, and D.^ 

The piratical usurpation of Nicaragua is a flagrant act of aggression against 
each and all the consolidated states of the Central American family. It is 
sought to extend the usurpation, and to repeat the act of aggression, by in¬ 
vading the territory of Costa Rica. The Government of the latter has thus 
found itself under the necessity of resorting to arms, in order to repel and 
punish the aggressors; and it relies on Providence and its right. 

The undersigned. Charge d’Affaires of the Republic of Costa Rica, has the 
honor of communicating the foregoing to the Hon. William L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States, declaring, that the Government of 
Costa Rica will exercise the rights of [a?] belligerent, so far as its forces and 
means and those of its allies, may extend. 

In order to avoid the complications which the exercise of the aforesaid 
rights might occasion in future, and desirous to preserve the good relations 
which exist between Costa Rica and the United States, the undersigned, in 
making this declaration to the Hon. Mr. Marcy, deems it proper to state, 
with candor and frankness, that the lawless conduct of citizens or inhabitants 
of the United States, has been the sole cause of this determination on the part 
of Costa Rica,—that it was this alone which compelled the latter to under¬ 
take the war in which she is engaged, and imposed sacrifices which she pro¬ 
tests she will reclaim from whoever may be responsible for the same. This 
is seen from the note, a copy of which marked E, the undersigned has the 
honor of enclosing, addressed by the minister of Relations of Costa Rica, to 
the agent of the Transit Company, at Nicaragua, in view of its proximity, for 
his own private information, and in order that no plea of ignorance may be 
alleged. 

The Hon. Secretary of State is aware that after the detention of the 
“Northern Light,” fillibuster recruits destined for Nicaragua have continued 
to sail from New York, New Orleans, and San Francisco, without any 
hinderance on the part of the authorities. The undersigned, therefore, avails 
himself of this occasion, to renew the reclamations of the 6 *^ and 20*^ of 
December, asking for some preventive measure against the repetition of 
such piratical expeditions against the Central American States, which are at 
peace with the United States. The war and devastation which weigh upon 
Nicaragua, the absence of any legitimate authority, and the violent suspen¬ 
sion of the transit to California, render the only two legitimate objects,— 
peaceful colonization or transit,—^which North American expeditions could 

^ None of the enclosures referred to Is included in this publication. Nearly all are hand- 



have in view, impossible of attainment; if these excuses are alleged, it is in 
irony, showing that ships loaded with passengers for San Juan, are engaged in 
transporting recruits and adventurers, whom, it is well known, it is sought to 
entrap in these states, under fraudulent promises. 

The undersigned, having performed his duty, by making the declaration 
and intimations contained in this note, has only now to request that the Hon. 
Mr. Marcy will be pleased to reply to it, with the least possible delay, in order 
that he may report to the Government of Costa Rica. 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to Juan R. 

Mora, President of Costa Rica ^ 

G Granada, April 15, 1856. 

Sir; The enclosed Statement shows me a state of facts, which you are 
already aware of—that on the 7*^ ins* unarmed and inoffensive citizens of the 
United States were cruelly butchered at Virgin Bay, by the troops under your 
immediate command. 

I have also seen your Proclamation, that all persons taken with arms in 
their hands shall be immediately shot, and another that all American citizens 
shall be immediately driven out of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

To prove the sincerity of your first proclamation, you append a list of per¬ 
sons, who were taken prisoners at Santa Rosa, and shot on the 25*.^^ ult°. 
Among them I find the names of Isaac A. Rose, and John J. Gillin, natives of 
the United States. 

I have no right, and certainly no disposition, to intefere in any way with 
the unhappy war now raging between two Sister Republics. 

But it is my right, as well as my duty, to inform you, as the Chief Magis¬ 
trate of Costa Rica, that the acts of murdering in cold blood, unarmed Ameri¬ 
can Citizens, who are in no wise connected with any belligerent act, or party, 
is an offence against the Laws of God; of Humanity, and of Nations. 

This offence is no less aggravated by the fact, that these troops, who com¬ 
mitted so wanton an outrage, were under your immediate command—that 
you were on the ground, and did not prevent it, as it was in your power, to do. 
I would remind you of the letter of Mr. Molina the Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenopotentiary of your Government, near the Government of 
the United States, dated Washington City 13*.*^ Dec. 1854,^ to the Secretary of 



State of the United States, wherein he states that “the Laws of Costa Rica 
are exceedingly liberal (on the subject of granting lands to foreigners), and 
afford great facilities to immigrants who would come to Costa Rica and fix 
their residence there.’’ 

The Treaty between the United States and Costa Rica made in 1851 in 
the XII article, guarentees to citizens of the United States, residing in Costa 
Rica in their persons and property, the protection of your Government. 

Under these inducements and guarentees, citizens of the United States 
have come and settled. What excuse can be offered, or how will you appear 
in the eyes of the world, when you publish a proclamation expelling these 
same persons, without being guilty of any crime; and murdering them without 
any mercy? 

In the name of the people of the United States, and of the Government 
thereof, I protest against such infamous conduct; and be assured, Sir, that 
the Government of the United States, aided as you may be by insidious and 
powerful allies, will inquire into such acts of lawless violence; and of un¬ 
explained and unattoned for, will take decided measures, to protect the lives 
of our citizens and vindicate the honour of the Nation. 

Rumours have also reached me, that some fourteen or Eighteen American 
citizens. Four Ladies, (one with an infant) were recently murdered by your 
troops at Virgin Bay. 

I am slow to believe so diabolical an outrage. 

John B. Lawless Esq*', the Bearer of this, is instructed to enquire in the 
name of the United States, for this Legation, into the facts touching this 
Rumour. 

I send him with my Flag with this Despatch, and I pray that you give him 
a safe conduct through your lines, and a prompt reply to 

Your ob. Servant. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 49 Granada, April 17,1836. 

Sir: In order to keep my Government well advised of the actual condition 
of Affairs in this Country, I regret to inform the Department that the war 
still rages between this Government and the Republic of Costa Rica. 

I enclose marked A an official Bulletin of “John R. Mora, President of the 


A Bloody battle betw^een the two contending forces accured at Rivas 
on the II* inst. 

The President of Costa Rica with Baron Burton, commanded about 
two thousand men, strongly fortified—these were attacked by the forces of 
Nicaragua, commanded by Gen^ Walker with about five hundred American 
Rifles, and four hundred and fifty native troops. The battle lasted seventeen 
hours, when the Costa Rican Army left the place; loosing their cannon, and 
leaving their dead and wounded from 300 to 500 of their troops. The loss of 
Nicaragua was also severe—I enclose an account of this battle, (paper 
marked R) and a list of the dead and wounded, (marked C official) 

I regret that the conduct of the forces of Costa Rica is such as violates 
every rule of civilized warfare; that without mercy they fall upon unarmed 
American Citizens and murder them without discrimination—(see affidavits 
of Charles Mahoney marked D, of Aaron, B. Cooley marked E. and the 
statement of Judge Cushing marked F).® 

As matters stand, it is doubtfull whether any American of any Character 
or position is safe, if he should fall into their hands— Their conduct places 
them beyond the pale of civilization, and they do not deserve the name or 
reputation of a Government. 

Such conduct induced me to send my flag, with a special messenger to the 
President of Costa Rica, with copies, of the testimony taken in the Case 
(which may be implicity relied on) and a letter from me in Spanish and Eng¬ 
lish; a copy of which, I enclose marked G.^ 

I hope that the tenor and tone of this letter will meet the approbation of 

^ The decree referred to, printed in English, is copied below; but the article in the same 
bulletin, giving a list of twenty prisoners shot, which is in Spanish, is not included in this 
publication; it announces that they had been taken with arms in’ their hands and that after 
they had written to their families and received spiritual assistance they were executed 

A 

JUAN R. MORA 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
COSTA RICA 

GENERAL-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMY 
MARCHING TO NICARAGUA 

All the flllibusters taken with arras in hand will be subject to all the rigor of the law, 
which in this case is death. 

But all the fillibusters who have not used their arms against this Republic, and give 
up out of free will their arms and persons to officers of the Costa-Rica army, shall be 
pardoned. 


RAFAEL G. ESCALANTE. 
Sub-Secretary of the Department of War. 

^ Neither of these is included in this publication. 


JUAN R. MORA. 


than justified by the facts and circumstances. The messenger has not re¬ 
turned in time for this despatch; and it is predicted that he never will. 

I have written to the Commodore of the Home Squadron or of any na¬ 
tional ship of war at Havana, to meet me at San Juan del Norte “to protect 
our merchant vessels from illegal seizure and pillage, and afford an asylum to 
our Citizens who wish to escape from scenes of violence and bloodshed.” 
Be so good as to repeat this requisition to the Secretary of the Navy. 

I am happy to say from authentic information, that the rest of the states 
of Central America, will not aid Costa Rica in this war. The commissioners 
sent by Nicaragua to San Salvador, Honduras and Guatimala have been 
well received, and assurances of neutrality have been given by them. But 
no confidence can be placed in these people if Costa Rica should gain any 
decided advantage (which is an event I do not anticipate) they would aid her. 

If my report be believed, I would recommend the immediate dismissal of 
Mr. Molina, as representing a Government unworthy to be classed among 
civilized Nations.^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Josk de Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, April 26, 1856. 

The undersigned has the honor of transmitting to the Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States of America, a copy of the “Cronica 
Espanola” of the 23=^ inst, which contains the protest issued by the legitimate 
President of the Republic of Nicaragua, in the city of San Fernando, on the 
25^^ of last January,® relative to the invasion of the pirate Walker and 
followers, with other important documents. 

The undersigned is aware that said documents were addressed to him 
officially, and by duplicate, by the Secretary of State, Don Nicasio Castillo, 
together with other despatches and Special instructions, for the occasion; 
but the situation and the circumstances under the weight of which the 
Republic is and has been groaning since the invasion of the vandals, who 
have hitherto restrained and stifled the expression of the national clamor and 
sentiment, have prevented the circulation of the mail, which, without the 
least doubt, has been intercepted. 


^ The omitted portion is not pertinent to this publication. 



5I8 part II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 

Footnote 3, p. 517— Continued 

Manifesto of Jos6 Maria Estrada, the legitimate President of the Republic of Nicaragua, to 
the Government and people of Central America 

[translation] 

CoiiAYAGUA, January 25, 1856. 

The fatal event which, towards the middle of last October, changed in an instant the 
political fa.ce of Nicaragua, is already a matter of notoriety. Strange as it may be, the 
fact is, that the stronghold itself of the place, which, but a little while before, had been 
able, with such limited forces, to hold out against, and to triumph over more than eight 
thousand men, who had successively, and for the space of nine months, beseiged and 
stormed it, without interruption and with the fury of desperation, was taken by sur¬ 
prise, without even the firing of a single gun, and by three hundred men only. Some 
error in the execution of the supreme orders,—some carelessness on the part of subordi¬ 
nate officers,—the ingratitude of several foreigners who are indebted to Nicaragua for a 
thousand attentions and benefits,—forgetfulness, in short, of the sacred duties of 
fidelity, which the native of the soil owes to his country,—such have been the causes 
that have led to the catastrophy of the 13^^. At a later period, history will unravel 
them; all that we have to do, at present, is to speak of the event and its consequences, in 
what relates to the subsequent operations of the government. 

It seems very natural that the general in chief, D. Ponciano Corral, who, at that time, 
was at Rivas with more than eight hundred men, destined from the early part of Sep¬ 
tember last, to fight the filibuster William Walker in that Department, should have 
fallen upon Granada with the whole, or the greatest portion of that force, as the point 
which had already been definitely fixed upon, for the termination of the war, and with 
it, the settlement of the fate of the Republic; but relying unfortunately upon being 
joined at San Fernando by four hundred men at least from among those that were there, 
and the division which had just triumphed at Pueblonuevo, he only took with him three 
hundred and seventy five men, with whom he reached the aforesaid San Fernando on 
the 18*^" of the same month of October;—a day on which, although in consequence of 
the threats of Leon, all the troops from Managua could not arrive, there were assembled 
over six hundred men, already well inured to field duty and in the best condition for 
rushing upon the enemy. Until then, every thing bore a favorable aspect; the filli- 
busters and their allies did not yet number more than three hundred men, when the 
defensive line of Granada required five hundred at least. 

On the very night of the i S'? the government spoke to the General in chief about the 
necessity of an immediate attack; to which he replied that he could not make, the 
attack at once, owing to the want of indispensable information; in which state of in¬ 
activity he passed the three following days, notwithstanding his being repeatedly urged 
by the government; until the night of the 21°* when he received intelligence that the 
inhabitants of Leon, numbering eight hundred men, had attacked Managua; whereupon 
he resolved to send an auxiliary force of two hundred men on the morning of the 22'? 
without which. General Martinez had already triumphed on that very night, with his 
force of only two hundred and fifty four braves, and three heroines of the people, who, 
on that memorable day, and to the admiration of every body, brought to mind the 
glorious times of the celebrated Joahn of Arc. 

Whilst this was taking place, the Government was engaged in preparing a negative 
reply to the propositions for an arrangement, made by the fillibuster Walker to the 
General in chief, confined chiefly to a recognition of himself, as General in Chief of the 
Army of the Republic, a provisional Government being established. The first negative 
had the effect of causing the arrest, by Walker, of the very persons whose safety he had 
just guarantied; and the second, the assassination of the Minister of State, Licentiata, 
D. Mateo Mayorga, at early dawn on the morning of the 224 with the further threat, 
that if by eight o’clock, in the evening of that very day, a satisfactory reply was not 
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Managua, in response to the fraternal embrace which General Hernandez, after his 
triumph at Pueblonuevo, had tendered them in the name of the Government, with a view 
of effecting a fusion of all Nicaraguans against the common enemy;—^the absence of the 
two hundred auxiliaries who had been despatched to Managua;—the difficulty of secur¬ 
ing the arrival of the other forces which were at that place;—the impossibility of ob¬ 
taining as soon as necessary the five hundred men quartered at Rivas,—the distance at 
which several of the most popular and distinguished leaders of the army, found them¬ 
selves from head-quarters;—^the preaching of some of the ministers of religion in favor of 
the fillibusters;—the terror and consternation which suddenly overtook the city, in 
consequence of the murder of Mayorga and the terrible threat which followed;—and 
lastly; the false intelligence that Walker had increased his forces by the addition of four 
hundred riflemen who had joined him on the evening of the 21“—all these circum¬ 
stances, each of them of the most urgent character, and hundred reflections, all of which 
conspired to present a most mournful picture of the condition of things,—all seemed to 
unite in paving the way for a great catastrophy. 

It was under such unfavorable impressions that the commissioners of Walker ar¬ 
rived, for the third time, with the ultimatum of the 224 which had to be answered at 
once. Terrible struggle! One of the towns which had rendered most service to the 
cause of legitimacy, Granada,—that heroic population which, of itself, had supplied so 
many resources and so many arms for the support of an eighteen months war against 
rebellion;—those very people were to be coldly murdered and outraged on the night of 
the 224 if the government did not show itself pliable to the wishes expressed by the 
master of the place for a degrading arrangement. Cruel alternative! Either to agree 
to a convention of peace, over the innocent blood of an illustrious \nctim, or to witness 
the atrocious massacre and ill-treatment of one of the principal towns of the republic. 

Even then the government did not hesitate and there are many witnesses of the fact. 
Thoroug[h]ly persuaded that the independence. Sovereignty and liberty of the country, 
are of more importance than the preservation of one of its towns, was firmly resolved 
that the place should be stormed at once, as he that e.xpressed it to the General in chief; 
but unfortunately this gentleman said, being backed by his Major General, D. Fernando 
Chamorro, that, according to the last intelligence received, the rescue of the place was 
now impossible, and that the consequences of the loss would be terrible to the Republic. 

What was then the government to do in so painful and peremptory position? It was 
already five o’clock in the evening, and the reply must be sent to Walker by 8 o’clock at 
night. The government being thus morally restrained in its convuctions and desires, 
it abandoned the remedy of the position to the same General in Chief who had caused it, 
investing him with power to that effect, in order that he might save the Republic in 
the manner he thought most proper. 

But, for the very reason that he was obliged to act against his own will, in order to 
issue the decree conferring power, he subsequently issued another decree, in which, fore¬ 
seeing the results, he appointed plenipotentiaries, with a view of duly preserving the 
rights of the government. 

(i) This is the decree: the government being desirous to secure, by every possible 
means, the independence. Sovereignty, and liberty of the Republic, which are at present 
seriously threatened, in consequence of Granada having been taken by North American 
filibusters, and as it may happen that the sovereignty of the Republic may, through 
some other event, unfortunately fall into their hands, in x-irtue of the plenary’- powers 
conferred upon it by the constitutive decree of the 3“^ of last March, said government 
has determined, i®*, that the licentiates D. Jose Sacaza, D. Francisco Duenas, Colonel 
D. Fulgencio Vega, Lieut. Colonel D. Juan J. Ruiz and D. Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, 
be appointed Envoys Extraordinaries and Ministers Plenipotentiaries, near the Gov¬ 
ernments of Central America, in order that each of them, in solidutn, and in accordance 
with the instructions which will be communicated to them by the respective Minister, 
may secure the independence. Sovereignty and freedom of Nicaragua, by concluding, 
to that effect, such conventions and treaties, as they may think proper; which shall go into 
effect, without the necessity of being ratified by this government, in the e\’ent of its 
ceasing to exist de facto, the supreme command, or that of the army, remaining in the 
hands of the aforesaid fillibusters. 

2“*!^ The Licentiate D. Luis Molina is appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary near the courts of England, France and Spain, in order that he may act 
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in case of their not being able to present a proper commission, the pressure of circum¬ 
stances not allowing it. 

^thiy 'I'hg appointees are authorized to designate other persons of well known integ¬ 
rity of character, to act for themselves, in accordance with the instructions, which they 
shall communicate to them, within the limits of those which they themselves shall re¬ 
ceive from the Department—^The Minister of War (D. Nicacio del Castillo), in charge 
of the Department of Relations and government, ad interim, will see that the same is 
duly executed. San Fernando, October 22 1855.—Estrada— 

The simple text of this decree contains an implicit protest of the government, against 
every thing that the General in Chief might do, by leaving the Supreme Command, or 
that of the forces, in the hands of the filibusters; but it was even more express and 
positive, when, on the 25th of the aforesaid month of October, the treaty of the 23'* was 
communicated to it. No reply was ordered to be made, but the following protest, with 
the knowledge of several persons of note, and even of the general himself, was formally 
drawn up. 

-“Jose Maria Estrada, President of the Republic of Nicaragua, to the governments 

and people of Central America, and the other governments and people of the civilized, 

world- Being convinced that while the filibuster William Walker has the chief 

command of the forces of the Republic, the independence. Sovereignty and liberty of 
Nicaragua, and of the whole of Central America will be seriously compromised, and 
that individual rights and guaranties will, in no way be respected, notwithstanding any 
pledges which might be given to that effect,—therefore I declare, that in issuing the 
decree, in virtue of which, the General in Chief, D. Ponciano Corral, adjusted, with the 
aforesaid 'Walker, the terms of the convention of the 23^ inst, which the former com¬ 
municates to me this day, I only yielded to the force of circumstances, without being at 
liberty to exercise any will of my own; and consequently, I protest, in the most solemn 
manner, against the aforesaid two documents, reserving to myself all the rights which 
appertain to me, as the legitimate representative of the Nation, in order that I may 
vindicate the same, in proper time. And, from this moment, I appeal to the other 
governments of Central America for means and assistance, in order that they may, 
without further invitation, intervene in the affairs of this Republic, acting with arms 
in hand, as if for their own cause, until all foreign power shall have disappeared, and the 
legitimate authority been established. In faith of which, I sign the foregoing, in the 
presence of the Minister of War, in charge, of the Department of Relations and of 
government, ad interim, in the City of San Fernando, on the 25^*^ of October 1855.”— 

The Minister of War, in temporary charge of the Department of Relations and of 
Government.— castillo. 

It will be seen by the above, that the legitimate government of Nicaragua remained 
in full possession of its rights, notwithstanding its disappearance de facto, and besides 
this natural remedy possessed by governments and individuals, in situations of even less 
violent character, there are, in this particular instance, two grave considerations which 
lead to the same result. 

The government transmitted to the General in Chief the power conferred upon it by 
the constituent decree of the 3“* of March 1853, for the purpose of saving the Republic, 
by such means as he thought most proper. To leave that Republic, then, in the hands 
of foreigners, is not to save it; it is to deliver it up; a thing which the government itself 
could not have done, nor yet the constituent assembly, because it is nothing less than 
suicide both of itself, and of its constituents, the people; and no people delegate power 
for their own political annihilation and suicide. Thus it is that General Corral, in 
lea\'ing the Republic in the material power of the fillibusters, exceeded his trust, acted 
without authority, and consequently, his treaty of Oct 23^ must be null, as the offspring 
of an excrescence of power— 

On the other side, even supposing the treaty to be valid, it is already well known that 
Walker has not complied with any of its provisions, and therefore, that it has become 
powerless by the very fact that the essential conditions, which served as its basis, have 
not been fulfilled. 

So that, whether on account of the protest, or the transcending of power on the part 
of the General in Chief, or, in short, the violation of the treaty, the fact is beyond all 
possible doubt, that the legitimate goverament of Nicaragua preserves its legitimate 
rights unimoaired. as the sole reoresentative of the Rennhiir* these heino- rlerlneetl ffem 
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For the furtherance of just ends, the undersigned hastens to communicate 
officially the aforesaid documents to the Hon. Secretary of State, of the 
United States, whom he requests, at the same time, to be pleased to receive 
[etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 2,1856. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of Costa-Rica, pained at the charges 
contained in the official letter of the 25*'^ of last month,^ which the Hon. 
W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States, was pleased to address 
him, hastens to reply in the following manner. 

The undersigned has read again, with the greatest attention, the notes 
which he had the honor to address to the Hon. Mr. Marcy, on the 6*^ and 
20*^ of December, and on the 8‘^ of April last,® and he does not find in them 
any expression calculated to justify the aforesaid charges; and he has more¬ 
over the pleasure of declaring, by this note, that it never was, in any way. 


Footnote 3, p. 517 —Continued 

this principle, a consequence likewise irrevocable, which is, that the anomalous govern¬ 
ment created by the two military chiefs who signed the treaty, is null in the fullest sense 
of that word, and, for the same reason, that all its acts and those of its subordinates are 
null, being answerable before the law, as guilty of usurpation of power, and treason to 
the country, all those who may continue to serve that illegal government, in whatever 
capacity—And I thus declare it again, in the most solemn manner, in fulfilment of the 
sacred duties which have been confided to me. 

This publication could not be made while the public mind was still in favor of Walker; 
some because, probably in consequence of being naturally tired of the war, had at¬ 
tributed sentiments to him truly honorable, thinking him capable of securing the welfare 
of Nicaragua; others because they thought they saw his programme of dominion, in that 
Republic, filled up, by the fact, that the foreigner whom they had incautiously aided to 
enslave their country, remained in the chief command of the forces. The appearance, 
therefore, of a protest under such circumstances, would not only have caused the evils 
which spring out of wrath, but would likewise have deserv'ed the contempt and scorn 
of those whose rights it proposed to save. Now matters'have assumed a different 
aspect— Some became gradually convinced that the usurper of Sonora and the mur¬ 
derer of Mayorga, could not be the friend of order; others have seen with their own eyes, 
that the adventurer to whom they entrusted their destinies and the fate of their coun¬ 
try, only thinks of himself and those belonging to him. This undeceiving of one self is 
sad, but useful. It is yet time to find a remedy for the evil; this remedy is Union. Will 



or tnat oi tne autnonties, oy impuiing uau icutn uo uiem. x ne unuersigned 
is sufficiently conversant with his duties to know that either of those charges 
would be improper on his part; that the Republic of Costa Rica, which he 
has the honor to represent, does not derive its right from the municipal, but 
from international law, and that the mission of its representative is to culti¬ 
vate the best relations with the United States. 

The undersigned, so far from venturing to cast the least imputation, either 
directly or indirectly, against the good faith of the government and author¬ 
ities of the United States, has taken pleasure in acknowledging their efforts to 
enforce the neutrality laws. Nor was it less remote from the intention of 
the undersigned, to use the least expression which might have seemed 
personally offensive to the Hon. Mr. Marcy. 

But the undersigned, on the contrary, would have deemed it an offence, 
not to have taken it for granted that the Hon. Secretary of State was informed 
of occurrences which were notoriously known; and being convinced that such 
occurrences are in conflict with the international rights of Costa Rica, and 
are about to cause sacrifices, both of money and of blood, he could not, 
without neglecting his duty, avoid reproducing his reclamations of the 6*^’^ 
and 20*^ of December. Without relinquishing his right of again insisting 
upon this point, the undersigned will cite here, in support of his assertion, the 
“Daily Union” which from the 27*^ of December to the 14*^ of March, con¬ 
tains notices of 6 expeditions of auxiliaries for the invaders of Central 
America. 

To make the government of the United States olificially acquainted with 
the state of war in which Costa Rica finds herself, by showing the exceptional 
character of that war, and the justifying reasons which the government of 
the undersigned took into consideration, in accepting the contest which was 
imposed upon it, as an imperative national necessity, is the principle object, 
especially a friendly one, of the note of the 8*^ of last month; and the ardent 
desire on the part of Costa Rica, to avoid complications, to cultivate the 
good relations subsisting with the United States, and to preserve the regard 
of this government, is the determining cause. 

The undersigned appeals, without hesitation, to the literal expressions and 
to the honest meaning of his notes, and to the integrity of the Hon. Mr. 
Marcy, to repel the charge of having been pleased to call the conduct of the 
adventurers who have desolated and insulted Nicaragua, illegal. If such 
complacency had comported with the personal character of the Represent¬ 
ative of Costa Rica, he would have found sufficient words, much more severe, 
which he might justly have accumulated, in designating the conduct of 
those, whom the public calls, with perfect propriety, fillibusters. 

The undersimed oroooses to reolv on another occasion, statinp- his views 
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at length concerning the main points of the questions contained in the afore¬ 
said communication of the Hon. Secretary of State; and through his re¬ 
spected medium, he has now the pleasure of presenting his best respects to 
H. E. the President of the United States, and to tender to the Hon. Mr. 
Marcy [etc.]. 
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JohnH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 50 Granada, May 3,1856. 

Sir: Since the battle of Rivas of which I advised you in my last,^ there 
has been no conflict of arms of importance between the forces of Nic? and 
Costa Rica. 

The army of the latter abandoned Rivas on the 27*’^ ult“ and retreated; 
leaving their sick and wounded to the generosity of Walker, who now occu¬ 
pies Rivas, Virgin Bay and the whole Transit Route.® . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Costa Rican Chargi d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 6,1836. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires of Costa Rica, has the honor to ac¬ 
knowledge the receipt of the communication of the Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of State of the United States, under date of the 2“'^ inst,® and of the 
accompanying copies of documents transmitted by the Minister Resident of 
the United States at Nicaragua, relative to certain excesses which are alleged 
to have been committed by the troops of Costa Rica, at Virgin Bay, against 
inoffensive North American citizens. 

In the abscence of instructions and of official information concerning the 
occurrences which may have taken place at the taking of Virgin Bay, the 


has no doubt but that the government of Costa Rica will reply, with all 
possible speed, in a satisfactory manner, to the government of the United 
States, with which it is its constant desire to maintain and draw closer, 
the relations of friendship which happily subsist. 

In the meanwhile, the undersigned can and must say; that the Govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica will not authorize acts calculated to tarnish the good 
fame it has earned for itself, by the moderation and rectitude of its principles, 
as a recognized member of the family of civilized nations. On the contrary, 
it professes to have as much horror, as the government of the United States 
for shedding the blood of unarmed people; and if it shall be proved, from the 
inquiries it will order to be instituted, that the report and declarations 
received by the Hon. Secretary of State are correct, the government of Costa 
Rica will, without the least doubt, bring the guilty parties to trial, in order 
that they may be punished as they deserve. 

The undersigned must likewise observe, that the war is not between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua but between the united people of the two States, or 
rather, of Central America against a band of unauthorized adventurers who 
are impoverishing and oppressing the inhabitants of Nicaragua and who are 
threatening to impose the same yoke upon the rest of Central Americans. 
Costa Rica cannot accord the rights of war to a band of men amenable to 
penal laws, which certainly, are not more severe in those States than in the 
other States of the civilized world. Nevertheless the undersigned has reason 
to believe that it was not a sense of right alone, which occasioned the 
severity of the chiefs of the Costa Rican army; for he knows, through a trust¬ 
worthy, although a private source, that the prisoners taken at Santa Rosa, 
were in safety, until it was ascertained by their own confession, that two 
days before the action, the forces of Schlesinger had come up with a Custom 
House station guarded by nine Costa Ricans who made resistance; and two 
having been killed in the encounter, the other seven were taken prisoners and 
subsequently shot 

Finally, the undersigned is of opinion that the documents before him are 
not entitled to implicit credence, and hopes, from the equity of the govern¬ 
ment of the Union, that it will suspend its judgement until it can be ascer¬ 
tained what has taken place at Virgin Bay, and that it will not be too severe, 
with regard to a nation that is defending her most sacred rights against those 
who have outraged and attacked her, merely because she is weak. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 



Washington, May 14,1856. 

Sir: The unhappy situation of the country in which I was born, and the 
desire of exerting my best efforts to relieve it, have led me to leave my native 
shores to come to represent its interest in the Capitol of this blessed Re¬ 
public. 

In Your Excellency’s reply declining to receive a former Envoy sent by my 
Government,^ you say: 

Those who were chiefly instrumental in suspending or overthrowing 
the former Government of that State were not citizens belonging to it, 
nor have those citizens, or any considerable part of them so far as is 
now known here, freely expressed their approval of or acquiescence in the 
present condition of political affairs in Nicaragua. 

If your Excellency is not already disabused on this subject, I trust the 
explanation I now have the honor to make, will place the affairs of Nicaragua 
in such a light, as to induce you to view our circumstance, in their true 
position. 

Nicaragua, more than ever since her history began, for the last three 
years, has been bleeding at every pore. The inauguration of Don Fruto 
Chamorro as the Director of Nicaragua, was the commencement of the 
storm. Shortly after it, he began to show his tendency to despotism, and 
usurping the sacred rights of the people who had elected him, he commenced 
to form the chain of their misfortunes. Fearing, however, a few citizens who 
had the interests and liberty of their country at heart, he adopted a course 
calculated to render their patriotism useless, by commencing criminal pro¬ 
ceedings against them. The greater part of these men were liberal members 
of the Constituent Assembly which he had convoked for April 1854, and 
possessed too much integrity to vote away the liberty of the Republic. 
Among them were Don Francisco Castellon and General Jerez—the former a 
well known upright and influential patriotic citizen—a man of liberal views, 
of a superior education, and a correct knowledge of the world, that he had 
acquired during a long residence at different Courts of Europe. The latter 
is also of similar character, views, and experience. These and other patriots 
Chamorro imprisoned and banished subsecuently to Honduras. Gen5 

^ Notes from Central America, yol. 2. 

Agustin Vijil, the writer of this note (whose name also appears elsewhere Vigil ), 
transmitted on the same date his credentials as envoy extraordinary and minister pleni¬ 
potentiary of Nicaragua. He announced his intended absence on June 28, 1856, leaving 
John Heiss, secretary of legation, in charge. tt -r. 

2 See note of December 21, 1855 from the Secretary of State to Parker H. French, above, 
this volume, pt. l, doc. 1063. 
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Jerez, at the head of a few courageous men, returned to Nicaragua; and at 
Chinandega, the first large town near the borders of Honduras he organized a 
Provisional Government. The popular masses joined him freely, they hav¬ 
ing become alarmed at the proceedings of Chamorro. The forces of the 
Provisional Government marched on Leon, where Chamorro had his camps, 
and as soon as both armies met, the whole Chamorro force came over to 
Gen* Jerez. Chamorro then took refuge in the City of Granada and by 
sacrificing the wealthy portion of the population he assembled together a 
force of one thousand men, to stand a siege of nine months in the Plaza; 
during which time a large portion of this beautiful City was completely 
destroyed. 

The Provisional Government was compelled to raise the siege and invited 
American Citizens to lend their aid to it. Ninety of them responded to the 
invitation and became naturalized citizens of that country. 

Shortly after Chamorro died and the Constituent Assembly trampling on 
the very Constitution and Charter they had made but a few days before, 
arrogated to themselves the ordinary legislative power and appointed Don 
Jos4 Maria Estrada as the successor of Chamorro, whose footsteps he began 
to follow. This is the sort of Government which has been styled Legitimate, 
and which was not and could not be so, according to the Constitution of that 
State, because Chamorro’s term of ofifice having expired, only the people of 
Nicaragua represented by the Juntas of the Departments and never the 
Assembly, ought to have appointed the successor. 

With the assistance of our brave allies things were soon changed, and our 
forces took possession of the City of Granada on the 13^^ of Oct^ 1855. At 
this time the Americans in the service of Nicaragua did not number more 
than one hundred and fifty men, commanded by General William Walker. 
And, what was the conduct of those who overthrew the Government of 
Estrada? They used every effort—and successfully—to restore and main¬ 
tain order—to protect the persons and property of the citizens—to gather up 
the elements which war and revolutions had scattered abroad, and to frame 
them into a new order of reconciliation and peace. They invited General 
Corral, the Chief of the hostile forces, to a conference; and the latter being 
fully authorized by the Government that styled itself Legitimate, they agreed 
to appoint a Provisional Chief, for which office Don Patricio Rivas was se¬ 
lected, and that Gen* Walker should be the General in Chief of the whole 
militar\' force of the Republic. It is impossible, Sir, to describe the enthu¬ 
siasm that prevailed on that day. Two armies, that were hostile to each 


His first step was to address a peaceful and friendly invitation to the Chiefs of 
the Central American Republics. The Government of Guatemala deigned 
not to give an answer: the Salvador manifested a disposition to form friendly 
relations: Honduras recognized the new administration; but Costa Rica 
declared a horrible war of extermination against it. 

Thus situated, my Government desires to maintain by diplomatic inter¬ 
course the good friendship that always united Nicaragua to this great Re¬ 
public on every ground, and especially because the great highway between 
the two Oceans, that is equally interesting to these States and to Nicaragua, 
is embraced within the borders of the latter. 

Born and educated in Nicaragua, and now for the first time a visitor to 
the shores of this great Republic, I have a right both to speak about the 
facts which have marked our past and to anticipate the happiness that we 
may expect in the future, as well for my own country as for these great States. 

Your Excellency may be positively certain that during the seven months of 
President Rivas’ administration there has been no attempt at revolution 
against him, and that the whole people of Nicaragua form a united family 
prepared to maintain order at home, and to resist foreign aggression. 

That my Government has obeyed the institutions of the country has been 
lately manifested by calling the people to elect the Supreme Authorities of 
the Country, which election began on the second Sunday of April last: and 
if the balloting has not taken place in the Oriental and Southern Depart¬ 
ments it was because of the hostile invasion of the Costa Ricans. 

I have come to your Country with the official character of the representa¬ 
tive of the Hon. D. Patricio Rivas, the Chief Magistrate of the Republic of 
Nicaragua, and I hope for the interests of both countries that I shall be 
esteemed worthy to represent near this Government that Republic and that 
I shall find here a Government friendly to our peace, prosperity and per¬ 
manence. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 51 Granada, May 15, 1836. 

Sir: The duplicate of your despatch No. 18 dated 8 Jan. last,^ has this day 
come to hand, and has received the attention its importance merits. 

I regret its miscarriage, as my silence may have been misconstrued. It 


oo lar as my knowledge or observation extenas, me present poiincai 
organization of this State”, is as firmly fixed in the hearts of the people as 
any Goverment was or can be. The political history of Nicaragua for the 
last twenty years presents a series of contests for political power; The par¬ 
ties, under names of “Liberals and Serviles”, or “Democrats and Legiti¬ 
mists”, have waged one continual strife. The policy of the present Govern¬ 
ment is to amalgamate both parties, as the Executive officers are selected 
from prominent Leaders of each. These would not shake off the power of 
Walker, if they could; While his force inspires confidence, it also represses 
that restless spirit of political jealousy, which else would arise, and repeat 
the bloody scenes of the past. 

The report which you communicate that “Estrada is exercising the au¬ 
thority of President of some parts of Nicaragua”, is entirely without founda¬ 
tion. He is now in Honduras, and has not been in Granada or Nicaragua 
since Oct"', last. 

The other report which you mention as to “Rivas being the nominal, and 
Walker the real head” is equally fabulous. 

The Executive Govt, is now at Leon, while Genl. Walker is at Virgin Bay 
more than 150 miles apart. Doubtless the counsels and opinions of Walker 
have their influence; but I have yet to learn that any improper influence is 
used by him. 

The Constitutent Assembly or Congress is to meet at Managua on the 
25*? insh at which I shall be present, as “a position favourable to the acqui¬ 
sition of a correct knowledge of the internal affairs of this country.” 

I feel it my duty to place you, confidentially on your guard, against the 
person who styles himself Secretary of Legation from Nicaragua to the U. S, 
He informed me and others that such was the fact, and will doubtless so state 
to the Department. You have the means of knowing if it is so. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

52 Granada, May 16, 1856. 

Sir; As I advised you, in despatch No. 50 ^ I accompanied my family as 
far as San Juan del Norte, en route to the United States, and have just 
returned from that place. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received June 3. 

^ For the portions of his No. 50, that are pertinent to this publication, see above, this part. 


The Steam Ship Orizaba with passengers for California and Central 
America, on her recent arrival at San Juan del Norte, was boarded by Capt. 
Tarlton [Tarleton?], the Commander of H. B. M, Ship of War the Eurydice; 
and her Register demanded, the destination of her passengers enquired into, 
and was forbid by him to land at Greytown. 

Capt. Tarleton [Tarlton?] called on me, and I enquired of him as to this 
matter, and he stated that his objection to the landing of the passengers 
at Greytown was, that provisions were very scarce at that place, and that 
there was no accomodation for so large a number of persons. 

Capt. Tarleton is an accomplished Officer, and has acted, doubtless, in 
this matter, under orders of his Government, whose reasons lie deeper than 
those expressed by him to me. The fact is confirmed, as expressed in my 
presence at Leon by the English Vice Consul Thomas Manning Esquire, that 
his Government would place at San Juan del Norte, and at San Juan del 
Sur, vessels of War who would examine into the character and business of 
all American persons, or Travellers. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio JosS de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, May ig, 1856. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the republics of Guatemala 
and Salvador, has the honor to state to the M. E. Secretary of foreign rela¬ 
tions of the United States that the recognition by this government of that 
which Mr. Walker, a citizen of the United States, has pretended to establish 
in Nicaragua, having been published, he finds himself under the imperative 
necessity of protesting against this act, holding the same as in the highest 
degree opposed and injurious to the interests of Central America. 

It is not to be disputed that every government has a right to recognize as 
matters of fact the governments which may be established among nations, 
whatever may be the form that is adopted, and that a usurped government 
is as much entitled to recognition, as one legitimately constituted; because 
it is not for foreign nations to decide upon the legitimacy of other govern¬ 
ments ; this principle being based upon that other principle which lays down 
the rule, that States must not interfere in the internal affairs of others. 
These doctrines however, which have been generally admitted as the guar- 
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It is not the people of Nicaragua who have constituted the actual tyranny 
of that country; it was a party of adventurers, citizens of the United States, 
who committed violence against the Nicaraguans; it was this party who 
deprived the aforesaid Nicaraguans of their independence,—who set up a 
government of North-American Nationality, in a country which was on 
terms of the best harmony and friendship with the United States, treating 
the Nationality of Nicaragua with the most contemptuous derision, and 
placing at the head of that administration, a ridiculous caricature of national 
government, in the person of an individual who has been weak enough to 
carry out the views of those audacious adventurers. There is no one, either 
in the United States, or in any part of the world, who is ignorant of the fact 
that Senor Rivas, who calls himself President of Nicaragua, is nothing but a 
creature of Walker, the pliant slave of the rulers of his country. The jour¬ 
nalists of this American Union have incessantly repeated the authentic fact, 
if not in these same words, at least in language bearing the same meaning, 
that Walker and his North American soldiers, control every thing there— In 
the recognition, therefore, which has been made by this government of that 
at present existing in Nicaragua, it was not purely and simply the right, 
which every nation has, to recognize the Governments de facto which in¬ 
dependent people may form, which was exercised, but it was a recognition 
of the right which United States citizens are supposed to have, to usurp the 
sovereignty and the independence of nations that are not very strong. 

The undersigned may be permitted here to mention what has been pub¬ 
lished by the greatest part of the Journalists in these states, relative to the 
right which it is sought to concede to citizens of the Union to go to any 
country to take part in civil dissentions, although the object may be, as in 
the case of Nicaragua, to upset a legitimate government, by assisting the 
enemies of the constitutional authorities. Such a right may suit the con¬ 
venience of citizens of this country; but it cannot, in any way, suit that of 
the generality, nor of the universality of all nations; and there can be no 
doubt whatever that such a right never will be universally sanctioned, in as 
much as the same must, at all times, be looked upon, as the most serious and 
most scandalous abuse of individual liberty. These same Journalists have 
sought to promulge from one extreme to the other of the Union the iniquitous 
and extravagant idea, that the government of the United States is bound to 
protect the enterprise of its adventurers, because it suits these states that 
North-American citizens shall extend their influence and dominion over the 
whole of Central America, as well as over Mexico and the Island of Cuba; 
because, according to the policy of these writers, all that which is, or may be 
advantageous to the United States, is iust and eouitahle. althniio-lT i+ mav 


the happiness of the people of the whole continent of both Americas, depends 
on their subjection to this republic, maintaining that the manifest destiny 
of the latter, is to make the principles and interests of all other nations, to 
conform to her own principles and interests. 

It is true that there have been, and there are still in the Union, wise 
politicians who condemn doctrines so contrary to those principles of equity 
upon which the peace of the world depends; there is and ever will be, in these 
States citizens who preserve those salutary maxims of moderations and of 
justice which, since the days of Washington and of Adams, have contributed 
to raise this nation to the degree of felicity and grandeur where she finds 
herself; but these just men have not been able to triumph over the party 
which seeks to obtain the annexation of Spanish America to the United 
States by force, in order that slavery may again be established in those 
countries, maintaining that nothing can be made to progress there, as in the 
south of the Union, without slave labor. Millions of citizens of this re¬ 
public, almost all those belonging to the Northern States, condemn the 
plans and the principles of the party which sympathizes with the adventurers 
of Nicaragua; but, be that as it may, the outcry of the protectors of the new 
system of aggrandizement which it is desired to adopt for the United States, 
against the most dear and most respected interests of the other American 
nations, has prevailed. 

The origin of this doctrine, was the invention of Mr. Munroe, President of 
the United States, who sought to establish as a principle that the United 
States had the exclusive right of interfering in the political affairs of this 
continent, prohibiting all intervention on the part of European nations. 
This pretended right, however, was not admitted by any of the fifteen Span¬ 
ish American republics, nor by the Empire of Brazil; and if European nations 
have not thought fit to take a serious view of that declaration until now, this 
is of little consequence, & can have no effect in making the other nations 
of America consider themselves as subjected to this species of protectorate 
which they have not asked for, and which must not be imposed upon them 
by force. Such guardianship is highly injurious to the rights of those na¬ 
tions whose inherent sovereignty and independence, are conceded. 

The present question being considered in relation with all the antecedents 
that have been mentioned, it results that the recognition made by this gov¬ 
ernment of the authority established at Nicaragua by adventurers from these 
states, is nothing but a consequence of the principles of general dominion 
propagated among the party which defends and supports all acts of violence. 
This recognition does not amount to less than the support and protection 
of the United States, in favor of the foreign disturbers of a friendly nation; 
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money in abundance, to those who are lording it in Nicaragua, and are 
threatening soon to lord it over the other Central American republics, oyer 
Mexico, Cuba, and the Isthmus of Panama, leaving the task of extending 
their dominion as far as Tierra delfuego, to a later period. 

There is another point to be taken into consideration, in regard to the 
circumstances, under which the recognition of the government of Walker 
has been effected; it is that said recognition took place at a time, when it 
seemed that the tyranny of Walker was about to be put down; so that this 
measure cannot be viewed in any other light, than as a means adopted in 
order to secure the triumph of the part of the North American invaders 
against those who are defending their own nationality. And upon this 
point, it must be remarked; that this nation has never proceeded with such 
haste in the recognition of the governments of Spanish America, when they 
presented less difficulties, and concerning which, there could not have been 
the imputation that they were recognized from considerations of exclusive 
and selfish interest. Before it was determined to recognize Chili and Buenos- 
Ayres, Commissioners were sent to those countries, to obtain information 
as to the character of those governments, as, also, of their forces and means 
to preserve their independence, and some years were consumed in these 
preliminary proceedings. Columbia was not recognized till the year 1824, 
after England had made such recognition. This nation, then, has not been 
precipitate in recognizing the Spanish American Governments except in the 
solitary instance which has presented itself, when adventurers from the 
United States were interested in the matter; that is to say, when the loss of 
Spanish American Nationality would redound to the exclusive advantage and 
aggrandizement of the Union at the South. 

The undersigned, must also be allowed to remark, in this place, that al¬ 
though he is very far from conceding to the citizens of any Country in the 
world, the right of going to foreign States to assist parties that rise against 
the national legitimate authorities, in the act of Walker and his followers, 
there is hardly to be seen the character of auxiliaries of a Nicaraguan party, 
but simply the character and all the acts of usurpers who have abused the 
confidence of those who called them to their assistance. If there were any 
traitors to their country who invited them, Walker knew how to punish the 
outrage committed in inviting him, and chastized them by putting himself 
above them all, and by constituting himself the real tyrant of that land. 
This fact, as it has been stated above, is known to all the world, and the 
very panegyrists of the audacious usurper have owned the fact, eulogizing 
his pernicious talents and his faithless and barbarous conduct. 


together with all the dearest interests oi those republics being, as they are, 
compromised by the measures which the Cabinet of Washington has just 
taken; at the same time, however, the Undersigned has the satisfaction of 
renewing to the M. E. Minister of foreign relations of the United States, the 
assurances of his most distinguished and respectful consideration. 
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Luis Molina^ Costa Rican ChargS d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 22, 1856, 

When in December last, the undersigned, Charg6 d'Affaires of the Re¬ 
public of Costa Rica, by agreement with the Minister of Guatemala and 
Salvador and that of Nicaragua, deemed it his duty to address himself to 
the Hon. W. L. Marcy,^ Secretary of State of the United States, declaring 
the military enterprise set on foot in California against Nicaragua, by the 
fillibuster William Walker, inimical to the nationality of the States which 
constitute the Central American family, and requested the government of the 
United States to mark said enterprise, and its ephemeral and criminal results, 
by its solemn condemnation, and to adopt effective measures in order to 
prevent assistance and reinforcements from being again afforded to the 
invaders of Central America from this country; the Hon. Secretary of State 
said ® that he appreciated the motives of that communication, which he 
considered natural, and gave the assurance that the recognition made on 
the of November by the American Minister, Mr. Wheeler, had not been 
in conformity to, but at variance with the instructions of the Department of 
State. Finally, the Hon. Mr. Marcy, acknowledging that independence is 
as dear to weak States as it is to the strongest, declared that the wish, the 
determination and the interest of the United States is to respect that 
independence. 

Moreover, the government of the Union, in fulfilment of its obligations of 
neutrality, proclaimed the illegality of said enterprise and those of a kindred 
character destined to participate in military operations in Nicaragua, declar¬ 
ing the same to be dishonorable and criminal; it warned every body to avoid 
becoming mixed up in them on pain of forfeiting the protection of the govern¬ 
ment, but rather to disapprove and prevent them; and for that purpose, it 
directed the civil and military functionaries to use their legal power, in 



order to mantain the authority and carry out the laws of the United 
States. Said government refused to receive the fillibuster Minister P. H. 
French, or any other, for very just reasons, expressed with preciseness and 
clearness by the Hon. Secretary of State. It thus abstained from recognizing 
the bastard power, the evident offspring of the crime committed against the 
laws of the United States and the nationality of Nicaragua and her sisters. 
Finally, it broke up, through the medium of the Hon. and worthy District 
Attorney Mr. McKeon, the expedition which was ready to sail in the “ North¬ 
ern Light,” on the 24*^ of December last, and other fillibusters have been 
detained. But no one has ever been convicted, although several of the most 
prominent fillibusters have been the object of public ovations; The vigilance 
of the zealous District Attorney of New York has never ceased to be set at 
defiance by many criminals, under various pretexts; nor has the undersigned 
learned that the District Attornies of San Francisco, and New Orleans, have 
taken measures to prevent the repeated expeditions which have sailed pub¬ 
licly from both of those ports. The impunity and impudence of the filli¬ 
busters have been getting from bad to worse. On the 10*^ of last April, 208 
men destined to reinforce Walker, embarked publicly at New Orleans, under 
the command of the so called General Hornsby and other criminals equally 
known, to the sound of music called the Nicaragua band. This scandalous 
expedition was announced beforehand by the press. 

Costa Rica, in the meanwhile, in alliance with the other Central American 
States, had been compelled to commence the struggle with the fillibusters, 
for reasons of self preservation and in order to liberate Nicaragua, yielding 
to the call of the legitimate president and the people. The adventurers who 
invaded the Costa Rican territory were beaten at Santa Rosa; the liberating 
army occupied the line of transit and the southern department; and one of 
its divisions inflicted severe punishment upon Walker and his best troops at 
the city of Rivas. 

The disasters which citizens of this country have drawn upon themselves, 
by going to shed the blood of friendly nations and to spread terror and desola¬ 
tion in the heart of States that have always extended the hand and cherished 
in their bosom fraternal feeling towards the inhabitants of this Republic, have 
stirred up a great number of active sympathizers in all the ranks of American 
society. Subversive writings have been brought publicly to light even in 
the official organ; there have been committees; speeches have been made and 
subscriptions opened; all for the purpose of making the black appear white, 
of exalting crime by calling it virtue, and of inducing the people to give 
material aid to Walker against Costa Rica because that Republic has the 
fault of being weak and the audacitv to defend herself 
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which H. E. addressed to the Senate and House of Representatives under 
date of the 15*^ inst. The undersigned has felt the utmost pain in reading 
this document, because in it he sees the people of Central America rep¬ 
resented in an unfavorable light, with unmerited wrong to all and more 
especially to Costa Rica; and he cannot but apprehend that the interposition 
of interested parties has prevented the truth from reaching the President of 
the United States; causing the just and prudent policy adopted in December 
last to be abandoned. 

The undersigned, Charge d’Affaires, performs a painful duty in addressing 
to the Hon. Secretary of State of the United States, the present solemn protest 
against the aforesaid writings, meetings and speeches, in as much as they 
are in opposition to the law of neutrality, according to the explanations 
given by the Hon. Secretary of State in another and similar case; while in the 
present instance, they not only constitute the cause but likewise the be¬ 
ginning of the violation of the law; against every expedition and assistance 
whatever, whether individual, pecuniary or otherwise going out of the United 
States to strengthen the piratical expedition originally commanded in 
Nicaragua by William Walker, as contrary to the international obligations 
of neutrality and to the sections 6 ^^ and following of the law of April 20^}^ 
1818; and, with all due respect to the government of the United States, the 
undersigned protests against the aforesaid recognition, both on account of 
the time and other circumstances under which it was effected, and because 
it sanctions, in a certain manner, the criminal acts of the fillibusters who are 
at Nicaragua, inducing them stubbornly to persevere in their illegal enter¬ 
prise, and because said recognition will encourage those who are preparing 
to follow their example against the rights of Costa Rica and other states of 
Central America. 

Costa Rica is conscious of not having given the least cause that might 
justify the hostilities that are being waged against her; and if she succumbs, 
it will not be without honor, nor by the hand of justice, but by that of force 
destitute of reason. 

The undersigned appeals to the equity of H. E. the President of the United 
States and of the Hon. Secretary of State; and hopes that the protestations 
of friendship towards the Central American States will not be in vain; nor 
the assurances that the neutrality laws will be carried out against those who 
are seeking to violate them, in order to wage war against nations that are at 
peace with the United States. Thus will this nation lawfully exercise all 
the influence she wants in Central America; she will be strong against the 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 57 Granada, June ij, 1856. 

Sir: The state of affairs in this Republic is far from quiet. 

The enclosed Proclamation of the President (marked A) as well as the 
address of the Commander in Cheif (marked B) ^ proves that War is threat¬ 
ened on the North, from Guatemala. There have been no hostilities as 
yet, as the season (the rainy or winter season just set in) is unpropitious for 
military operations, on account of the condition of the Roads. 

You will observe by the enclosed marked C, that an Election was held in 
this State on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday last, for President of Nica¬ 
ragua for two years. This Election, by a decree of the Government dated 
10*’^ ins- (copy enclosed marked D) has been annulled, and a new election 
ordered, and a direct vote by the People, will be had on the 24th inst. 

I pray the attention of yourself and the President to these documents— 
for after reading them, you will, as I was, be greatly suprized, when I inform 
you, that on the day after this Decree is dated (on the ins-) without any 
previous intimation, or any cause that can be discovered, the President and 
his Cabinet suddenly disappeared from (Leon) the capital. 

Where they are, whether concealed at Leon, or on board of the English 
Man of War (the President) now at anchor at Realejo—or whether they 
have joined the forces of Guatemala now on the northern frontier of Nica¬ 
ragua, is not known. 

One fact is certain, that Parties have divided for twenty years or more, 
political parties have divided Nicaragua, and deluged it in blood. 

The periodical season for such sanguinary harvests is the election of a 
Cheif Magistrate. Their history shows that on any new election, the un¬ 
successful party take flight, and if the Cheif of that party is taken, he is 
summarily executed. 

The Election, in this case seemed tending to a point not favourable to 
certain Aspirants—Hence this retreat of Rivas and his Cabinet. I believe 
that no such fears should have existed; and that this conduct has no popular 
sympathy, and it is thought that when they are assured of their personal 
safety, that they will return to their posts and cooperate in the defence and 
for the welfare of their common country. 

As the elections come off so soon, no great inconvenience can result; 
During the interim the State has been placed under martial Law. 

You have now all the facts of the existing state of things now in this 
Republic. 



The friends of Walker believe that the masses of the people are with him. 

This will [be?] proved by the election next week, as his name is before them 
for the Presidency. 

The Men of influence and property assure me that they are sick of the 
imbecility and treachery, which for years have attempted to rule in Nica¬ 
ragua and will vote for Walker. 

There is however no calculation to be made, or confidence to be placed 
in the words or promises of these people. 

I am certain that the influences of Americans from the North will tend to 
purify their principles and elevate their conduct. With this idea it will prove 
a blessing if the whole of Central America becomes Americanized by the 
industrious and interprizing from the North. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John TI. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extractI 

No. 59 Granada, June 30, 1856. 

Sir: . . . As I informed you in my No. 57,^ the elections in this Republic, 
came off on the 24*^ inst. 

By a decree of the Supreme Govt, the people cast their ballots directly for 
President, thus avoiding their former mode, which was so liable to intrigue 
and corruption and which was frequently and flagrantly committed, so that 
civil wars long and bloody have followed. 

The elections continued for three days, and from the returns, nearly a 
unanimous vote has been given for Wm. Walker. 

The inaugeration of the new President will, I learn, take place on the 4th 
prox°. 

Don Patricio Rivas and Cabinet have returned to their posts. They will 
be obliged by public opinion, so decidedly expressed, to conform to circum¬ 
stances. 

Doubtless following the precidents of the history of the country, they 
would create some distraction, but the people have too long been disturbed 
by such feuds, to permit the ambition of a few, to destroy the prosperity of 
the country and deluge it in blood. . . . 

Respectfully yours. 

1 Desoatches. Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received Tuly i6. 



General Mdxhno Jerez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Le6n, July 1856. 

Sir: Such are the nature and importance of events, in Nicaragua, that the 
Supreme Government of this Republic has deemed it highly necessary to 
bring them to a knowledge of the Cabinet, of Washington, whence will 
emanate, it is to be hoped, those wise measures, which may exercise a power¬ 
ful influence in directing the affairs if this country in the ways of civilization 
and universal justice. 

Circumstances, peculiar to the condition of Nicaragua and not necessary 
to be here detailed, had warranted, on the part of this Government, the 
propriety of admitting, into the ranks of the army, foreigners under the char¬ 
acter of naturalized citizens and of putting M • William Walker in command 
over both those and the whole armed force of the country. But this Chief, 
betraying the confidence, with which he had been honored in the beginning 
of the preceding month, revealed his hostility to the rights of the Nation, 
even to the extent of threatening the government, requiring that the Supreme 
Authority of the Republic should be delivered into his hands and intimating 
that, if this were not voluntarily done, he would possess himself of it by force. 
This threat was followed by various military operations, deeply humiliating 
for the country and equally alarming to the members of the government, to 
which, on the other hand M- Walker presented inadmissible propositions. 
To these propositions, however, they were, in part, compelled to defer, with 
the view of warding off greater evils from the Republic; reserving to them¬ 
selves to elude them, as they did as soon as possible, by transferring the 
government from this city to Chinandega and then repealing the measures, 
which, in the hour of compulsion, the public conflicts had made a matter of 
necessity. In this way were revoked the powers, which, a while before, had 
been, under the requirement of Walker, conferred on M- Domingo 
Goicouria to represent Nicaragua at the Courts of England and France and 
to negotiate a loan in the United States, on terms which are deemed to be 
unfavorable to the interests of this country. The revoking of his commis¬ 
sion, your Excellency will find in the annexed Documents, marked N^ i 
and N° 2? In the same manner was revoked a decree of election for a Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic; by which election Walker had dreamed ascending to 
the Supreme Power, in violation of the provisions of the State Constitution, 
and by the enforcement of votes, which the free will of the Nicaraguans never 
would have cast for him. This revocation appears in the accompanying 
Document N^ 3.* 


JN otwithstanding said attempts, the Government used all the lenity and 
prudence, compatible with their dignity, to avoid any pretext of provocation, 
under which Walker might rise up against the lawful authority; but in spite 
of this moderate course of conduct; he could not abstain from consummating 
his treachery and achieving his usurpation. On the of the last month, 
he resolved to send forth evidences of his audacity, by the publication, in 
contempt of the rights of this country and with no claim but that of 
force, of a Document, N- 4,^ in which he ignores this Government and 

translation of this document is printed below, followed by the three, referred to further 
on in the note, as the 5th, 6th and 7th enclosures: 

DOCUMENT N? 4 

I, William Walker, General in Chief of the Army of Nicaragua: 

WHEREAS, by the Treaty of the 234 of October of the last year, D. Patricio Rivas was 
appointed Provisional President of the Republic, and that the power, with which he was 
invested, was but an incident of the powers conferred upon me, by the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment, as General of the Expedition: 

WHEREAS, the Provisional President, at the time of transferring himself from the 
city of Granada to that of Leon, in March last, delegated, to me, all the powers, which 
had been entrusted to him, to maintain order in the Eastern and Southern Departments 
of the Republic and to watch, in its whole extent, over its security, guarding against 
foreign invasions and, in consequence, establishing martial law: 

WHEREAS, The Provisional President appointed the Secretary of the Treasury, 
D. Fermin Ferrer, A Commissioner in said Departments, investing him with all his own 
powers to assist my administration on all proper occasions: 

WHEREAS,^ D. Patricio Rivas, the Provisional President, betraying his trust, in a 
manner detrimental to the rights and welfare of the Republic, has clandestinely removed 
to Chinandega, for the purpose of dismantling all the frontier fortifications of the West 
and deliver the country to Carrera's forces, which are on the point of invading; and 
subserviently to which end he has commissioned Mf Mariano Salazar: 

WHEREAS, on the instant, Mr Rivas published a decree, issued by him, four days 
before, calling upon tne people of Nicaragua to elect, by direct suffrage, the individual 
who is to succeed him in power: 

WHEREAS, the Treaty of October 234 explicitly stipulated that both the contracting 
Generals guarantied the maintainance of peace and order over the Republic; whilst 
Mr Patricio Rivas is not only fomenting anarchy at home, but is also inviting invasion 
from enemies abroad: and lastly, 

WHEREAS, the safety of the Republic is entrusted and that it is a sacred duty to save 
the Country from anarchy, and from its foreign and domestic, I have deemed it expedi¬ 
ent to decree and I hereby 

decree: 

Art: i?‘ The Commissioner of the Government, Secretary of the Treasury D. Fermin 
Ferrer, is appointed Provisional President of the Republic, until the people shall have 
gone into an election, in conformity with the Decree of the io‘?* instant, which remains in 
full force in all its parts. 

Art: 2? All the provisions, whether in the shape of decrees, decisions or orders, issued 
by D. Patricio Rivas from the i2“-‘ instant, thenceforward, are consequently declared to 
be null and of none effect; said Rivas having removed from the trust which was confided 
to him, in pursuance of the aforesaid treaty of the 234 of October. 

Art: 3^ All authorities, civil or Military, of the Republic, yielding obedience to Mr 
Rivas, as also all individuals, whether Native or foreign, furnishing him with any kind 
of assistance, whether by means of loans or by civil contracts, shall be held as traitors to 
the country and as such tried by Martial law. 

A^.i. .ilk nri.:... Ka olt r^orfi*:»G in^-ArAcf pH anrl cnlAmrifT/ 


decrees, into a President of the Republic, Fermin Ferrer, to use him as a 
blind instrument, the creature of his stupid caprice and to make show of the 
existence of an imaginary Government in this country, to the eyes of the 
civilized world. 


DOCUMENT N 9 5 

Republic of Nicaragua. 

Department of Relations. , ^ ^ 

Government House, Leon, June 20, i8$o. 

To the Prefect of the Department of . 

The Supreme Executive Power has deemed it expedient to issue the following decree, 
through the Department of War. 

The Provisional President of the Republic of Nicaragua to its inhabitants: 

whereas General William Walker has, since the instant, given out his intention, 
in the most explicit manner, to the Executive Provisional Power, and in presence of the 
Secretary of War and others, of subverting the public Power by force; which intention, 
thus expressed, together with other serious incidents, induced the flight of the Govern¬ 
ment and its transfer to the City of Chinandega—a measure, which was adopted with 
the view, at all hazzard, of saving the dignity and sovereignty of the Republic and pre¬ 
serving the freedom necessary to meet the pestilent requirements of Mf Walker, looking 
to immense grants of land to foreigners, as a means to be used in the political and re¬ 
ligious regenaration of Nicaragua, to the annulment of the election of_ the Supreme 
Authorities made by the people and to the investment, in his person, of indiscriminate 
power, with which he required to be entrusted for the purpose of raising means, even 
going so far as the confiscation of individual property and the sale and transfer thereof 
to foreigners; and also 

whereas, it is a notorious fact that said General is endeavoring to carry out such 
determination, ipso facto that he has repudiated the authority of the Government and 
raised D. Fermin Ferrer to the Presidency, without any authority but that of force and 
with the absurd and guilty intent of subjecting Nicaragua and the other States of Cen¬ 
tral America to his absolute dominion; 

Therefore it has been deemed expedient to issue the following 


decree: 

Art: r"? Said General William^Walker is hereby declared to be an enemy of Nicaragua, 
attainted of treason and he is, in consequence hereof, divested of the authority with 
which he had been honored by the Republic. 

Art: 2^ The Chiefs,^Officers and troops, composing the American Legion, who, yield¬ 
ing honorable and dutiful submission to the Government of the Republic, shall discon¬ 
nect themselves from said Mf Walker and present themselves to this Government, will 
be recognized in their service; their arrearages will be paid to them and, should they see 
fit, they may continue to reside in the Republic, in the character of Nicaraguans. 

Art: 3^ Those who, on the contrary, may continue under the orders and participate 
in the attempts of said Mf Walker, and those also, who may assist or abet him in any 
manner, directly or indirectly, whether they belong to the American Legion, or, un¬ 
fortunately to the country, shall be tried as traitors to the Republic, in conformity with 
the Ordinance. 

Art: 4*!^ Every Nicaraguan, without any exception or privilege, from fifteen to sixty 
years, is required to take up arms against said Mf Walker and his followers; and also 
to serv’e the Government, by such employment as may be assigned to him, in defence of 
the liberty, the independence and the sovereignty of the Republic. 

Given at Leon, June 25*^ 1856. 


To the Secretary of War: 

Communicated to you, for all necessary purposes; 


PAUICIO RIVAS. 

subscribing myself your Servant. 


JEREZ. 


nncTrvrRMT >jo 




committed; desirous, on the contrary, of giving additional proof of his benevolence; the 
President 

decrees: 

Art: jV Those individuals, from among the Americans, who, leaving Mf Walker’s 
ranks, may wish neither to remain in the country nor enter the service of the Govern¬ 
ment, shall be at liberty to depart, from the Republic, for any point, which they may 
select; and should they desire to do so, under conditions of greater security through 
the procurement of passports, such shall be granted to them. 

Art: 2^ The local authorities will extend every protection to those, who may abandon 
Mr Walker’s ranks; whether they be on their way to present themselves to the Govern-- 
ment or to emigrate to places beyond the Republic. 

Art: Those, who, leaving Mr Walker’s ranks with arms and munitions, shall 

present themselves to the Government, as well as those, who may induce others so to 
leave said ranks, shall be awarded a recompense in proportion with their service. 

Art: This decree shall be held as supplementary to the decree of the 25^.** instant. 

Given at Leon, June 28^?* 1856. 

PATRICIO RIVAS. 

To D. Maximo Jerez 
Secretary of War. 

In conformity. Leon June 4*’’ 1856, 

JEREZ. 


DOCUMENT NO. 7 

The Provisional President of the Republic of Nicaragua, to its inhabitants: 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Government of the State of Salvador and that of this Repub¬ 
lic did, under date of the 17^’’ instant, enter into a convention of peace, the literal tenor 
of which is as follows: 

“The Undersigned, Licenciate Gregorio Juarez and Licentiate Gregorio Arbizii, 
Commissioners, the former for the Provisional Government of Nicaragua, the latter for 
the Government of the Republic of Salvador, for the Adjustment of a convention, which 
may put an end to the calamities of a war, which threatens the conflagration of the Cen¬ 
tral American States, after examination and exchange of their respective powers, which 
were found to be in due form, stipulated the following: 

Art: The Provisional Government of Nicaragua binds and obliges itself, within a 

period of fifteen days, reckoned from the date of ratification of this treaty, to reduce its 
foreign forces to the number of two hundred men and not to increase them, here after, 
under aiw pretext whatsoever. 

Art: 2? The Government of Salvador pledges itself to interpose its friendship and 
good offices, near the States of Guatemala, Honduras and Costa Rica, to the end that 
their forces shall not enter the territory of Nicaragua, nor carry on any hostile operations 
against its Government, pending the process of adjustment of this treaty and after the 
adjustment thereof. 

Art: It shall, however, be lawful for the vanguard of the allied Armies to remain 

on the frontiers of Nicaragua, for the purpose of conferring respectability and strength 
on the Government of that Government, for the better enforcement of this Convention. 

Art; 4'-* The Government of Salvador recognizes Mr Rivas’ government de facto, 
under the condition that said Mr Rivas shall, as soon as possible, procure a reorganiza¬ 
tion of the constitutional authorities of that Republic [Nicaragua], if it have not already 
been done; the Government of Salvador pledging itself, thereupon, to conclude, with the 
Constitutional Government, a perfect treaty of amity, alliance and commerce, upon 
such terms as shall have been agreed upon, in other treaties, with the most favored na¬ 
tions. 

Art: 5*!' The Government of Salvador and the Provisional Government of Nicaragua 
bind themselves to furnish such auxiliary armed forces, as they may reciprocally require 
to give due effect to this Convention; the expenses of the Auxiliary force being at the 
cost of the Government, which may be thus assisted, and accruing, from the moment that 
such force shall tread the territory of the Government, applying for its assistance. 



composing the foreign naturalized forces, as snail aeciare suomission to me 
Supreme Authority and break their connection with that rebel chief. These 
measures are embodied in the 5*.^ and 6^.^ Document. 

In this conjuncture the Government of Nicaragua is now concentrating its 
forces to make an example of the rebel and traitor, Walker, who, by his 
atrocious perfidy and grovelling Sentiments, has, to the detriment of the 
Republic, abused the trusts which it and its government had committed 
to his hands. In the support of this just cause—just equally for Nicaragua 
as for the whole of Central America, whose independence and rights are 
insulted and threatened by the usurper—the Provisional President relies 
upon the powerful and simultaneous co-operation of the other Governments 
of the Old Confederacy, as they constitute one single family, identified in 
their efforts to defend the general interest. 

Such are the assurances, given to the Provisional Government, in virtue of 
the relations, which it has established with the governments of the other 
States, and which will, in a few days, eventuate in Solemn treaties, such as the 
one which, from the circumstance of more immediate neighborhood, has 
already been adjusted, with the Government of the Republic of Salvador, 
since the 17*.** of last month. This I enclose under N" 7. 


Art: ( 5 '^ The Government of Nicaragua, forgetting the past, with respect to those 
Nicaraguans, who have not recognized its Authority and wishing that they should return 
to live in perfect concord with their fellow-citizens, spontaneously holds out the most 
efficient and trusty guaranties to all parties, whatever their opinions and political past 
may be,or may have been; and it will recognize the damages, which Democrats and Legit¬ 
imists both may have suffered, decreeing the means, to indemnify them in a certain and 
efficacious manner, and restoring to them the existing portions of their property, which 
has been sequestrated, or, in any manner,confiscated; and all these under the guaranty 
of the Government of Salvador and of its allies. 

ArU 7‘A The Government of Nicaragua pledges itself not to assail or attack the Re¬ 
public of Costa Rica, nor the other Republics, in alliance with Salvador; but, in the con¬ 
trary, that it will smooth the way to peace with the foresaid Republic, under the guaranty 
of the Government of Salvador and of the Government of Salvador and of its allies. 


Art: 8- Both Governments recognize the right, each of the other, reciprocally to 
accredit Commissioners, whenever they shall deem it expedient for the purport of this, 
and of any other, conventions or treaties, which may be negotiated between them. 

Art: The ratification of the present convention shall take effect, within a period 

of twenty days, reckoned from the date when the exchange of the respective ratifications 
shall have taken place in this city, within the shortest possible period. 

In faith whereof we have signed and sealed this fourfold, and of the same tenor, in 
Cajutepeque, on the seventeenth day of the month of June of the year of the Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty six.” , 

GREGORIO JUAREZ—GREGORIO ARlUZlJ. 


Therefore, in the exercise of his power, he has proceeded to decree and he hereby 


decrees: 

Art: The foregoing Treaty is ratified in all its parts and it shall, accordingly, be 

observed as a law of the Republic. 

Art. 2- The Commissioner of this Government, Licentiate D. Gregorio Juarez is 
authorized to make the exchange of ratifications, or to delegate his power, to that effect, 
to such person as he may deem fit and prooer. 




This, M- Secretary, is a true statement of Affairs in Nicaragua; although 
it is well known that the enemies of her independence have scattered abroad 
false representations, invented by their iniquity, in the vain belief that they 
can thus abate the infamy, to which they are condemned by the civilisation 
of the age. With the views thus set forth, the Provisional Government of 
this Republic, sincerely trusting in the enlightened principles of justice, pro¬ 
fessed by the Cabinet of Washington, which has already given so many 
proofs of its disposition to co-operate in behalf of the independence of this 
country, and relying also on the interest and zeal with which it has cultivated 
friendly relations and sympathies, in the name of Nicaragua, with the whole 
of the American Nation; the Provisional Government, I say, has instructed 
me to make, to your Excellency, the present statement of what has taken 
place in this Republic; which statement has also been addressed to the 
Minister, priest Don Agustin Vijil, in order that you may be pleased to bring 
it to the Knowledge of the President of the United States. He, it is confi¬ 
dently hoped, will be pleased to take such measures as will prevent the 
conveyance, into Nicaragua, of reinforcements in men, arms and other 
appliances, which Walker and his abettors intend to introduce in support of 
their rash intents; whilst, at the same time, his co-operation, within the reach 
of the powerful means under his control, is invoked in behalf of the cause of 
Nicaragua and of the whole of Central America, which the claims of justice 
commend to the interest of all civilized nations. 

In connection with this, I transmit to you, under N® 8,^ the decree by 
which my Government has suspended the colonisation, which, under other 
circumstances, it had invited to the country. 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 6o Granada, July is, 1856. 

Sir : I have received your Despatch 24.* informing me that the Presi¬ 
dent has determined to recognize the existing Government of the State of 
Nicaragua and directs me to notify the President of Nicaragua, that I am 
instructed to establish diplomatic relations with this State. 

Arf'nrrlirto-Ur in a nntp. of the Minister General of date the lAth 



inst. informing me, that the decree of the Supreme Government of this State, 
had repealed the decree of the 22d of January last, suspending diplomatic 
relations with our Government (enclosed is a copy marked A) I advised 
him of the above determination of tiie President, and requested him to 
communicate the same to the President of the Republic of Nicaragua, and 
inform him that I was ready to establish diplomatic relations; and for him to 
designate a time when I could have an audience for this purpose with the 
President. 

In his reply dated 14th insh (copy enclosed marked B) ^ he has designated 
Saturday the 19th ins* at 12 o’clock.m. for this purpose. 

In the same despatch I am directed, further, by the President to ascertain 
the facts and circumstances of the interruption of the transit through this 
State across the Isthmus. 

I shall lose no time in ascertaining these facts and circumstances, and re¬ 
porting to my Government.* . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 Not included in this publication; its purport is adequately explained. * Ibid. 

* The following text of Walker’s inaugural address enclosed with this despatch is the major 
portion of a printed supplement to El Nicaraguense entitled “Inauguration of Wm. Walker 
as President’’: 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

In assuming the duties of the Presidency of the Republic, I feel deeply the difficulties 
and responsibilities which the office involves. The State is menaced by dangers from 
without and within, and there is need of sleepless vigilance and untiring energy to pre- 
serv'e the Government from the enemies which threaten it. In order, therefore, to 
administer properly the aflFairs of the Republic, I require all the assistance I can derive 
front the patriotism of its citizens, and from the skill courage and self-restraint of its 
soldiers. On them and on the Divine Power which controls and directs the course of 
States and Empires, I rely for assistance in the proper discharge of the duties I this day 
assume. 

The Republic has reached an era in its history not second in importance to the day of 
her independence from the Spanish monarchy. The 15th of September, 1821, was the 
opening of the revolutionary epoch of Nicaragua. I hope this day may be its close. 
The struggles of thirty-five years have, it is to be hoped, taught the people that liberty 
is not to be obtained amidst the petty feuds of contending chieftains, and that pros¬ 
perity does not result from a constant state of civil broils and intestine commotions. 
After a long series of bloody conflicts, the Republic has need of internal peace and quiet 
for the development of its varied resources. I sincerely trust that all good citizens will 
assist me in the maintenance of that order which is the first requisite of a well-governed 
State, and without which all national development or individual welfare is impossible. 

Not only is internal order required for the advancement of material wealth and pros¬ 
perity, but also for the proper defence of the Republic from the external enemies which 
thr^ten hs repose. The other four States of Central America, without reason and 
without justice, have undertaken to interfere in the domestic affairs of Nicaragua. 
Conscious of their own weakness, and fearful lest the prosperity of Nicaragua should 
detract from their wealth, these neighboring States are enviously endeavoring to inter- 
rupt cmr progress by force of arms. ^ The imbecile rulers of these States, too, feeling 
that they have failed to_perform their duties to the people they undertake to govern, 
dread le^ their impoverished countrymen may finally fly for refuge to those who have 
redeemed N icarapa from anarchy and ruin. Moved by such ignoble sentiments, these 
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John L. Richmond, Undersecretary of State of Nicaragua, to John H. Wheeler, 
United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua ^ 

C Granada, July 22, 1856. 

The undersigned, under Secretary of State for the Republic of Nicaragua, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Despatch No. 26 from the 
Honorable Mr. Wheeler,^ Minister of the United States of America. 

Enclosed herewith the Minister of the United States will please find the 
discharges asked for. 

In relation to the proceedings had with the late Accessory Transit Com¬ 
pany, the undersigned is instructed to reply that the President is pleased to 
have this opportunity of explaining the facts and circumstances which led to 
the recent action of this Government. It is satisfactory to be able to correct 
the misrepresentations of interested parties who as appears from some docu¬ 
ments accompanying the message of the President of the United States sent 
to Congress on the 15**^ of May last, have not scrupled for their own un¬ 
worthy purposes to attempt to deceive the Hon. Secretary of State and other 
persons connected with the United States Government. When the history 
of the late Company is fairly placed before the President of the United States, 
the undersigned feels assured that he will not fail to perceive the spirit of 
equity and justice which has controlled the conduct of the Government of 
Nicaragua. 


In our relations with the more powerful nations of the world, I hope they may be led 
to perceive that although Nicaragua may be comparatively weak, she is yet jealous of 
her honor and determines to maintain the dignity of her independent sovereignity. 
Her geographical position and commercial advantages may attract the cupidity of other 
governments, either neighboring or distant; but, I trust, they may yet learn that 
Nicaragua claims to control her own destiny, and does not require other nationalities to 
make treaties concerning her territory without asking her advice and consent. While 
pursuing a course of strict justice towards foreign citizens and foreign governments, we 
only ask that the same equity may be granted to ourselves. 

The principles which shall guide me in the administration both of the foreign and do¬ 
mestic affairs of the government are few and simple. To allow the utmost liberty of 
speech and action compatible with order and good government, shall be the leading 
idea of my political conduct. Therefore, the greatest possible freedom of trade will be 
established, with the view of making Nicaragua what Nature intended her to be—the 
highway for commerce between two oceans. And with this freedom of trade will come 
the arts of a civilization which grows and increases by the wants and necessities itself 
creates. While facilitating as far as possible the material development of the State I 
shall not be unmindful of its intellectual and moral requirements.^ To promote the 
proper education of the people, and to encourage them in the practices of that Divine 
religion which constitutes the basis of all modern civilization, shall be objects of primary 
importance. And for carrying out these intentions with success, I humbly invoke the 
aid of Him, without whose assistance all human exertions are but as bubble on a stormy 
sea. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2, enclosure C with Wheeler to the Secretary of State, 
No. 63, August 2, 1856, below, this part, doc. 1353. The enclosures i, 2, and 3 were not 



It is hardly necessary to remind the Honorable Minister of the United 
States of the fact that the late Accessory Transit Company was chartered 
“with the sole object of facilitating the construction of the maritime canal" 
in accordance with the contract entered into on the 27*^ of A.ugust 1849 
between the Supreme Director of the State of Nicaragua and the “American 
Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company.” The undersigned begs to call 
the attention of the Honorable Minister of the United States to the peculiar 
phraseology of the Charter by which its “sole object ” is determined; because 
if the Accessory Company have failed to use the charter for the “sole object" 
of the grant then it is manifest that the privileges therein contained are 
forfeited. 

The American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company was chartered 
for several purposes. It obtained the privilege of building a ship canal 
across the territory of this Republic on certain terms and conditions; but if it 
found the ship canal impracticable, it might fulfill the contract by construct¬ 
ing a rail-road or rail and carriage road and water communication between 
the two oceans— The Accessory Transit Company differed from the Ship 
Canal Company in having only one object; and that object was to facilitate 
the construction of the Ship Canal— 

The President of the late Accessory Company in a letter to the Honorable 
M’' Marcy dated March 26‘> 1856 declares that “a Ship Canal of the requisite 
depth was found to be impracticable.” If this assertion of the Company’s 
President be correct, it is clear that the “sole object” of the charter cannot 
be attained, and therefore that all privileges granted under it are forfeited by 
acknowledged inability to perform the conditions of the grant. But as if 
further to justify the course the Government has pursued, the President of 
the Company says in the same letter: 

The Accessory Transit Company is an association composed of Amer¬ 
ican Citizens whose principal business is that of common carriers of 
passengers and freight from New York to California. For convenience 
of transit across the isthmus the company found it necessary to obtain 
a charter and acts of incorporation from the State of Nicaragua. 

If the principal business of the Company was as thus stated—and there can 
be no doubt of the fact—then the privileges of the Charter were diverted 
from the “sole object” of the grant to another and entirely different purpose. 
It is an unhappy admission for the Accessory Company to say that it ob¬ 
tained its charter merely “for convenience of transit across the isthmus.” 
The Republic had no such objects when it granted the act of incorporation. 
This perversion of the privileges of the Company to a purpose almost purely 
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shall “receive ten per cent of the net profits, without any deduction of 
interest, of any route which the Company may establish between the two 
oceans, whether it be by railroad or carriage road, or by any other means of 
communication, during twelve years herein granted for the construction of 
said canal.” 

The Report of the Commissioners appointed under Decree of this Govern¬ 
ment dated February 1856—a copy of which Report marked No. i, is 
herewith enclosed—fully shows the indebtedness which has accrued under 
the above cited Article. Notwithstanding the large amount due the Re¬ 
public, the Company not only persisted in its refusal to come to an account 
with the Government; but as the testimony before the Commission fully es¬ 
tablishes it maintained a system of deep and deliberate fraud for the purpose 
of eluding the payment of its just liabilities. The testimony of the Agents 
of the Company shows that their books were kept in such a way as to prevent 
the State from arriving at a correct knowledge of the net profits and with a 
view of making the gains of the company appear less than they really were. 

But it may be urged that although the company was deeply indebted to the 
Government and was fraudulently endeavoring to deprive the State of its 
just rights, still the controversy was to be settled by reference to five Com¬ 
missioners chosen under the thirty-third Article of the Charter— 

For some time past the State has been endeavoring to settle with the 
Company by means of Commissioners. The Government of Estrada in 
June 1855, appointed Messr® Tejada and Lacayo to visit New York for the 
purpose of a settlement; and in the month of July the Government of Castel- 
lon, appointed General, then Colonel, William Walker with similar objects. 
At the same time the Government of Leon notified the Agents of the Com¬ 
pany that it would consider any settlement made with Messr® Tejada and 
Lecayo [Lacayo?] as null and void. 

Messr® Tejada & Lacayo went to New York and presented their powers to 
the Agents of the Company. Their correspondence with the Government of 
Granada shows, however, that they found the Company indisposed to settle. 
Colonel Walker, early in September last, presented his credentials to the 
Agent in Virgin Bay who informed him that he had sent a copy of the 
powers to the President in New York. No steps were, however, taken to 
arrange any settlement with the Company at that time. 

Soon after the late Provisional Government was organized in November 
last, the Minister of Hacienda sent a formal notice to the President of the 
Company peremptorily requiring him to appoint Commissioners to settle the 
matter in controversy with the Government. To this the President replied 
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It is impossible not to be struck with the evasive nature of the reply made 
to the Minister of Hacienda. It is stated that the matter has passed out of 
the hands of the Company inasmuch as they had appointed two commission¬ 
ers to act in conjunction with two others appointed by Messr® Tejada & 
Lacayo. Now it is clear that these four had no power to act under the thirty- 
third Article before a fifth was appointed; and the Company has never as¬ 
serted or pretended that a fifth was appointed before the powers of Tejada 
& Lacayo were formally revoked. Hence it was a mere subterfuge for the 
Company to refuse to comply with the explicit demand of the Minister of 
Hacienda. 

But the opinion of the Counsel of the Company and the action of the Presi¬ 
dent based upon it were more than a subterfuge. They were a direct in¬ 
dignity to the Government of Leon, under whose auspices chiefly the late 
Provisional Government was formed; for they entirely ignored the protest 
made by the Director Castellon against the appointment of Tejada and 
Lecayo, and recognized these latter as the duly and only constituted Agents 
of the Republic. As the Government formed under the treaty of 23^^ Octo- 
ver 1855 was instituted for the purposes of peace between the old parties, it 
could not fail to be surprised and startled at the insolence of a corporation 
which attempted to reopen the old wounds by persisting in treating the Gov¬ 
ernment of Estrada as the only legitimate one prior to the inauguration of 
President Rivas. 

The tone of contempt for the will of the Republic of Nicaragua which per¬ 
vades the letter of the counsel of the Company is a fair specimen of the 
manner in which this Corporation has always treated the Government. The 
uniform policy of the Company has been to encourage first one party and 
then another in the State, thus keeping the Republic in turmoil and without 
authorities powerful enough to enforce its claims against its debtors. In the 
same spirit the Counsel of the Company, after the notification of the Minister 
of Hacienda, continued to threaten the Government that if the State would 
not settle on terms acceptable to them, they would break up the Transit and 
take the steamers from the lake & river. Under such circumstances and 
with such threats nothing remained but to dissolve the Company and place 
its property in the hands of a Receiver for the payment of its just liabilities— 
This was done by Decree dated 18*^ February 1856. 

In dissolving the Company the State was careful not to take any unfair 
advantage of the faithless and criminal acts of the Company— A Board of 
Commissioners was appointed to take charge of the property siezed, to cite 
the Company through its Agents to appear and answer to the charges made 
bv the State and to vive these Acrents nrivilfio-ia n-f r'rr\aa -Ck-v-nmtn 1 mrv 


tion. Provision was made for preventing any interruption in the transit, 
and as far as possible the interests of innocent parties were carefully secured. 

Far from appearing before the Board of Commissioners to answer to the 
claims of the Government, the Accessory Transit Company has persisted in 
its old hostility to the establishment of peace and order on the isthmus. Its 
Officers and Agents have constantly strove to depreciate the Government, 
misrepresenting its acts and calumniating its intentions. Herewith enclosed 
the Honorable Minister of the United States will please find a letter of in¬ 
structions, marked No. 4 ^ written by the Vice President of the Company to 
its Agent at Punta Arenas and plainly manifesting the spirit and designs of 
the Corporation. This letter attempts to represent the Officers and Agents 
of this Government as engaged in piratical enterprises and seeks to stimulate 
a British naval officer to interfere with the American flag for the purpose of 
carrying out the views of a commercial company. 

Whether judged by the strict letter of the law—the written charter—or by 
an enlarged equity which leads a State to be lenient to a corporation it has 
created when it endeavors to comply with its engagements, the Accessory 
Transit Company deserved to be dissolved. And the undersigned is satisfied 
that the more thoroughly the matter is examined and the more fully the facts 
are known and investigated, the more entirely will the Honorable Minister of 
the United States be convinced of the justice of the course pursued by this 
Republic— 

The undersigned [etc.]. 
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Patricio Rivas, President of Nicaragua, to Franklin Pierce, President of the 

United States ^ 

Le6n, Jtdy 24, 1856. 

Great and Good Friend: Anxious to maintain, with your Government, 
the friendly relations, which the people of Nicaragua is called on to foster, 
in regard of the great Republic of the Norths over the destinies of which Your 
Excellency now presides; I have deemed it proper to accredit, in the capacity 
of Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to Your Excellency’s 
government, Antonio Jos6 de Yrrisarri [Irisarri], who commends himself 
to my entire confidence, by his familiarity with public affairs and the patriotic 
sentiments which he entertains. And this, in order that, in such capacity, he 
may negotiate, with your Excellency's government, treaties of alliance, 
amity and commerce and devote his attention to such other objects as come 
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dence to whatever he may submit in his official character. 

I beg Your Excellency to accept my wishes for your happiness and for the 
prosperity both of yourself and of the great people, whom you are called to 
govern. 

Given, in the City of Leon, at the Government House, on the twenty 
fourth day of July, in the year of the Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty six. 

PATRICIO RIVAS. 

The Minister of War, incidentally in charge of the Department of Foreign 
Relations. 

MAXIMO JEREZ. 
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Sebastian Salinas, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William L, 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Le6n, August I, i8s6. 

Sir: Number 36 of the “ Nicaraguense,” of the 12*.’^ of July, publishes a list 
of votes, fabricated, in Granada, by the adventurer Walker, assisted by two 
or three unnatural Sons of Nicaragua, to bear out his claim to the Presidency. 
Under the pretext of so solemn an imposture, he claims for himself fifteen 
thousand eight hundred and thirty five votes; but in the absence of statistical 
facts, he does not lay down all the populations of the Republic; he presup¬ 
poses others and makes an exhibit of hundreds of voters, where there are not 
tens of inhabitants. Besides this, he has never exercised any power in the 
Departments of Matagolpa and Segovia. In the Department of Leon he 
has been cut off from such power, since the ii*.^ of June last; whilst the people 
have not there been called to the exercise of the elective franchise. 

The whole list is but one tissue of imposture and fraud; but as so bare-faced 
a proceeding may meet with credence abroad, I am directed by my Govern¬ 
ment to communicate the fact to yours so that it may learn that the acts 
herein referred to are mere fictions. In so doing, I have the honor [etc,]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. 
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Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 63 Granada, August 2, 1856. 

Sir: In your Despatch No. 24,^ by direction of the President, I am “in¬ 
structed to ascertain the facts and circumstances as to the interuption of the 
Transit of the Isthmus through Nicaragua.” 

A contract was executed at Leon on 27*.*^ August 1849 by David L. White, 
and the Commissioners of the State of Nicaragua, forming the American and 
Ship Canal Company; which company was composed of Cornelius Vander¬ 
bilt, Joseph L. White, and Nathaniel H. Wolfe “being always citizens of the 
United States.” 

This contract was ratified by the Legislature of Nicaragua on 22d day of 
September 1849 for the purpose of “facilitating the transit across the Isthmus 
of Nicaragua from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans by means of a ship 
canal or rail road.” 

By the V article, this Company agreed to pay to the State of Nicaragua 
Ten Thousand dollars in New York, as soon as the contract was ratified by 
Nicaragua, and Ten Thousand dollars in each year thereafter until “the 
Canal” was completed; also to deliver Two Hundred Thousand dollars of 
Stock. 

By the VI Article, the Company was to pay to the State twenty per cent 
out of the net profits for the first twenty years after the Canal shall be put in 
use; and twenty five per cent for each year thereafter, deducting the intrest 
of the capital employed. 

The State was to receive ten per cent on the net profits without any de¬ 
duction on any route, whether by rail carriage or any other mode. 

By the VIII Article an annual Report was to be made by the Company to 
the State, setting forth the receipts and expenses. 

By the X Article, Surveys were to commence within twelve months from 
the ratification of the Contract, and “the Canal” completed within twelve 
years. 

The XXP* Article stipulates that all the vessels and other property of the 
Company shall be free from all duties or taxes; and secured from all interup¬ 
tion or detention on the part of the State. 

By the XXII’d article a list of the vessels, employed by the Company 
shall be annually rendered to the State. 

By the XXII I’d Article all disputes shall be determined by Five Commis¬ 
sioners “whose decision shall be final.” 


On the 14*^ of August 1851 the government ot iNicaragua ana tne v^oxupany 
seperated this Contract, and “the Accessory Transit Company” was formed, 
with the sole object of facilitating the construction of the maritime “Canal 
The obligations imposed by the Charter of the 22^^ Sept. 1849 were declared 
of full force. 

The interpri2e of American citizens, stimulated by these charters, put into 
operation without the aid of their own or any other Government, a work 
which involved the outlay of a large amount of money, and the constant 
exercise of industry, energy, and talents. 

The first trip was made through this Isthmus on the first of August 1852; 
and since that time until the i8*i> of Feby. 1856 (the date of the decree annul¬ 
ling these charters) has been in active operation, conveying millions of treas¬ 
ure, and thousands of passengers. 

These contracts in their construction gave rise to frequent difficulties, 
between the Company and the State of Nicaragua. As early as 1854 you 
instructed Mr. Borland (my immediate predecessor) in despatch 10 ^ 
“to use his best efforts to secure for the Transit Company the free and full 
exercise of all the rights and priviledges of their charter”. 

Mr. Borland attempted in vain, to reconcile these difficulties. Who was in 
fault, I am not instructed to enquire; but to “ascertain the facts and circum¬ 
stances of the interuption of the Transit.” 

It is a fact, that to this date no “ship Canal from the Port of Saint John 
of Nicaragua to the Port of Realejo, has been constructed. On the contrary, 
it has been declared, by the President of the Company, to be impracticable. 

It is equally true, that the period of Twelve years allowed by the Contract, 
has not expired. 

A Rail Road has been constructed around the Castillo Rapids Five 
Hundred yards long, and a macadamized Road from Virgin Bay to San Juan 
del Sur has been made, twelve miles, on which carriages now run. 

It is a fact, that the company have paid annually the sum of Ten Thousand 
dollars to the State from 1849 to 1854, inclusive, as stipulated in the VI 
article of the Contract of 1849. But it is not a fact, that the ten per cent on 
the net profits have been paid, nor the amounts (of Ten Thousand dollars) 
due for 1855 and a similar amount for 1856. The first sum, as appears by 
the statement of Mr. Vanderbilt, President of the Company was ready to be 
paid; but the Company as he alledges, was enjoined by a Court of Law in 
New York from the payment, at the suit of Mess” Manning and Glenton, 
English Merchants, residing in Leon, to whom he asserts, the assets had been 
assigned. The circumstances of the case would justify the beleif that if such 
a suit had bona fide, been instituted, a Court of Law would examine well the 


hypothecated, and were to remain pledged for the payment of the same—and 
that the rents or amount to be paid by the Company to the State were guar- 
enteed as security for the debt. But as no record of the case is before me I 
can only conjecture the grounds of complaint, and the status of the case. If 
the suit was commenced before the time at which the debt was due (to wit, 
1st. July 1855) an action at Law could not lie; nor is the equity of the case 
perceived unless fraud or wasting of assets were averred; Nor can it be seen 
how a Sovereign State can be made a party to a suit in any State Court of 
the United States, or be affected by its decisions, especially when the plain- 
tiffs are not citizens of the United States; it would be improper to decide 
such a case without making the Republic of Nicaragua a party, since her 
rights and intrests are materially to be affected by its consequences. 
Doubtless these circumstances afforded a convenient sheild for the Transit 
Company to ward off, the demands of the State, and procrastinate the 
liquidation of accounts. 

It is undoubtedly the intrest as well as the duty of Nicaragua to liquidate 
this debt of Mess'".® Manning and Glenton, so large an amount (One Hundred 
and Sixty Four thousand Dollars with intrest from i July 1855) at its ruinous 
rates of Intrest; (One and one half of one per cent a month). It may have 
been the object of the authorities of the State in insisting so repeatedly and 
earnestly a settlement of the debts due by the Transit Company, in order to 
husband their resources, and liquidate at an early day the debt due Mess” 
Manning and Glenton. It, too, may be the intrest of these creditors (having 
their debt amply secured and drawing such ample intrest) to avail themselves 
of “the Law's delay” or any other shift or device, in collusion, with the 
Officers of the late Company to protract without day [sic]- the final settle¬ 
ment of their debt. 

The fact that the Accessory Transit Company did on the of July 1855 
send out a body of Men, enlisted in New York, officered, armed and uni¬ 
formed, paid in advance by the Company, and grants of Land, promised to 
them by Don Jos^ [Jos6] de Marcoleta the Nicaraguan Minister of the Legit¬ 
imist Party, and that some of these did enlist and serve in the Army, may 
have influenced in some degree the course of the present Authorities of 
Nicaragua. 

The facts of this transaction, was as instructed by the Department, laid 
before my Government in my Despatch N^ 23. 

It is true that by the Charter all disputes between the State and the Com¬ 
pany were to be settled by Commissioners. Other modes had been at¬ 
tempted, but all means were unsuccessful. 

At one time Mr. Manning the Vice Consul of Great Britain was selected; at 



finally the latter, a native of New Granada, but a citizen of New York, was 
on the 9th June 1855 appointed with Don Gabriel Lacayo, (late Minister of 
the Hacienda) a wealthly and influential citizen of Granada, with full powers 
to settle and compromise all difflculties between the parties. These Com¬ 
missioners went by invitation to New York; and their repeated solicitations 
for a settlement were unheeded. 

Finally on the 2^ August 1855 offered to commute the ten per cent 
due and duable for a round sum of Forty Thousand Dollars, “deducting 
from the sum what the Company had already paid” and Thirty Thousand 
dollars for the first year, and Thirty Thousand for the second year; and after 
the two years, two dollars for each Adult, and one dollar for each child 
passenger. 

If this proposition is understood correctly by this Legation, it seems that it 
is fair and liberal. 


The whole amount to be paid was. ^100,000 

Deducting sums paid. .g6o,ooo 

leaves to be paid. .^40,000 


Thirty Thousand dollars of which was to be paid at Granada monthly in 
Instalments. 

The capitation amount was to be paid in Nicaragua money which at the 
time would have been 25 per cent., in favour of the Company. 

To these offers to settle, so pressingly urged, no satisfactory reply was 
given. 

The divine injunction, was never [the?] less heeded, “Agreed with thine 
adversary quickly, while thou art in the way with him." Circumstances 
soon changed. On the 13*** day of Octr. 1855 the Democratic Party took the 
Capital of Nicaragua—the late Government fled—a new Dynasty arose— 
which held undisputed possession and rule of the whole Republic. The 
powers granted to Mess'.® Tejada and Lacayo were revoked, or were so con¬ 
sidered by the Company themselves by this change of Rulers (see testimony 
of Mr. Lacayo herewith transmitted; A).^ The new Government through 
its lawfful and appropriate functionary (the Minister of the Hacienda) on the 
I2th of Nov? demanded “an immediate settlement”. Again through its 
Minister Plenopotentiary, the demand was repeated in December. Confi¬ 
dentially I advised you in my Despatch No. 32 dated 15 Deer 18552 that from 
expressions I had learned from high quarters, that I beleived, it was the in¬ 
tention of this Government soon to institute an enquiry by what warrant the 
Accessory Transit Company held their charter, and that it miVht rpsnit m 






to which I am now replying. 

It will be seen (Ex. Doc. no. 68. page 64.) that on the 23^ Oct 1855 the 
Commissioners from Nicaragua declined the overture of the company made 
by Mr. White. 

The document does not show what this proposition was; but the testimony 
of M*" Lacayo (herewith appended A) ^ informs us; and proves that the 
proposition was, that the State of Nicaragua should amend the contract in 
the second and thirtieth articles, and the Company would pay to 1857 the 
sum of Eighty Thousand dollars, and after 1857 the sum of Twenty five 
annually Thousand dollars; or one dollar on each passenger, as the Company 
might prefer. 

This proposition proves two things. That the Company considered the 
obligations involved in the Second and Thirtieth Articles (the construction 
of a Canal whose dimensions shall be large enough for all vessels of all sizes; 
in case that this is impracticable, to construct a Rail Road, or Rail and car¬ 
riage Road) were of full and binding force; and that there was a large sum due 
by the Company to the State of Nicaragua at the time the offer was made. 

On the 14th day of Nov^ last, a month and a day after the capitulation of 
this city, and the Company in New York in full knowledge of the real condi¬ 
tion of affairs here; and after their Officers had declared that the powers of 
the Commissioners had been revoked, they became suddenly impressed with 
the immediate importance of a settlement; and gravely propose to refer the 
matters in dispute to Nathaniel H. Wolfe, one of the grantees of the Charter, 
and to Francis B. Cutting; when they had previously declared and beleived 
that the powers of the Nicaragua Commissioners had been exhausted that 
they -werefuncti officio; and had no power to liquidate, compromise, or refer. 

These facts, dates and circumstances, prove the sincerity avowed by Mr. 
Vanderbilt in his letter to you of 26th of March last,® of the desire of the 
Company to settle; and of the probability that the fact is mistated, when he 
asserts that “when the accounts are adjusted, a balance will be found due 
to the Company”. 

From these facts it may be judged, if the Company has been always ready 
to do justice as it has been importunate to demand the interposition of our 
Government. 

When a Party goes into Court claiming justice, they should show, that 
they go with clean hands themselves. 

The fact is true that the Decree of the Government of Nicaragua of the 
18''^ of Feby last, was not intended to distroy or even interupt the transit 
over the Isthmus—nor was this a necessary consequince. This would have 
been an act of fatuity and political suicide. 


easy to be complied with by individuals; muon easier oy a uijuicut, 

as is the Accessory Transit Company, had such been their pleasure. 

The circumstances of the whole transaction prove that the object of the 
Government of Nicaragua was to enforce an observance by the Company of 
their plighted obligations, and a fulfilment of their Contracts. 

Had the President of the Company, or any Agent appeared, as they were 
summoned to do, “defended the intrests of their Principals”, and faithfully 
adjusted their accounts, the decree might have been modified, or repealed, 
the matters compromised; and this Transit so important to the maritime 
intrests of the world, and so vital to our own country would have received no 
delay, detriment, or suspension. 

It seemed wise to follow other promptings. Other feelings were cherished, 
then a disposition “to render unto Caesar, the things which are Caesar’s”. 
An Agent is sent to this country, by the Company; not bearing an Olive 
Branch of Peace, or propositions of compromise; but with instructions to 
employ force, and that of a foreign power, never over partial to American 
interprize or American success. Had this mission been successful, and this 
force applied, its consequences might have been to involve two of the most 
powerful Nations on earth in flagrant hostilities. A copy of these Instruc¬ 
tions, from Mr. Lord to (his Agent) M*" Birdsall is herewith filed; (marked B).^ 

Authorized and true to these instructions this Agent, did apply to the 
Officer in command of Her Britanic Majesty’s Frigate Eurydice, who at the 
request of said Agent did board at midnight of the i6th of April last, the 
American Steam Packet Orizaba, owned in New York, and duly registered, 
examined the way bill of the Passengers, and directed the Captain to take 
said passengers (being many of them American citizens en route to California) 


^ Its text, copied from the enclosure with this despatch, follows: 


Thomas Lord, Vice-President of the Accessory Transit Company of Nicaragua, to Nosea 

Birdsall 


New York, April 8, x8s6. 


Sir: In addition to the instructions given to you with reference to the Company’s 
property, I have further to add that if the Walker fillibusters attempt to employ force 
to r^ue the boat from your possession, you are authorized to ask for the assistance of 
the Commander of an}' Man of War of her Brittanic Majesty’s Navy in the Port of San 
J uan to prevent such rescue. 

The obj^ of the Transit Company is to prevent accessions of Fillibusters to Walker's 
lorce; pending his hostilities with Costa Rica, and to effect this purpose no pains must be 
spared, or effort left untried. 

_ Should an American Man of War have reached the Port with instructions, an applica¬ 
tion to any of Her Majesty s Officers will be unnecessary. 

bnl^ our Boats are seized by the Fillibusters on the Orizaba and the Charles Mor- 
gan, they cannot get into the Interior—and without large accessions Walker must fail, 
and Costa Rica be saved. 

result, her Majesty’s Officers in San Juan can materially contribute by pro¬ 
tecting American Property in the manner indicated. 

1 ours truly. 


of said passengers. . . } 

From a sense of public duty, I repaired forthwith to San Juan del 
Norte, to make an investigation as to the facts of this affair. The result was 
reported to you in my Despatch No. 52.2 

This act caused by these instructions from this Company, very naturally 
excited enquiry on the part of our Government— The flag Ship of the 
Home Squadron, was promptly despatched, and Com'' Paulding made 
enquiry into this matter. 

Had I been at this point, at that time Her Britanic Majesty’s cannon 
might have sunk the Orizaba, before an insult should have been offered to 
our flag, or the opinion for a moment entertained that this flag does not afford 
“an inviolable panoply for the security of an American citizen and that 
no rude hand of power or tyrannical passion can be laid on him with 
impunity” and wherever American interprize may rightfully seek a field for 
its operations, no power on earth, should be allowed to inquire into, or stop 
its progress. 

This Company by this one act alone, are culpable of the very charge made 
by its present President, against its late administration of the Company; 
taking part in the intestine wars that have so long devasted this beautiful 
country, and deluged [it] in blood. The avowed purpose was to prevent 
accessions to the forces of Nicaragua and “save Costa Rica”,—whose hands 
were then reeking with the blood of innocent Americans murdered at Virgin 
Bay by the regular forces of that power under the immediate command of 
the President. 

In this communication, it is needless for me to refer the attention of the 
Department to the fact that the Accessory Transit Company have defied 
any interference of the United States in any way with their course or conduct. 
The letter of the distinguished Counsel of the Company to the U. S. District 
Attorney of New York dated 22d Deer 1855, boldly declares “The Transit 
Company to be a corporate body, created by the Laws of Nicaragua—that 
the conduct and course of the Company will never be influenced in any 
degree, by the course and conduct of the United States.” 

As they have made their bed, so they must lie. 

It is difficult to perceive upon what principle of National or Municipal 
Law, or after this solemn declaration of independence of all influence of our 
Government, that aid is now supplicated, or just reclamations can be made 
either on our own Government or that of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

That the Government of Nicaragua did make a grant of important fran¬ 
chises to this Corporation, is a fact—that as an equivalent, certain amounts 
of Money were to be paid to the State, and certain duties were to be per- 



formed by this Corporation, is equally true, whether these sums have been 
paid, or these duties have been performed, must be judged by the facts and 
circumstances herein detailed. 

The testimony of Hon. Gabriel Lacayo (hereunto appended) ^ who had 
full powers to arrange all the disputes, proves that all efforts on his part and 
that of his colleague, Mr. Tejada, were unavailing to procure a settlement— 
that the obligation to construct the Canal or Rail Road from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific Ocean was in full force, and binding, or else the Agent, astute as 
he is and shrewd in matters of this kind had never desired the alteration of 
the Contract in the points suggested by him; that the Company did justly 
owe large sums to the State was acknowledged, else this same Agent had never 
offered the heavy amounts he did. 

Aware that it was alike due to the investigation of truth for my own Gov¬ 
ernment, as it was to the national dignity of this Republic, to obtain all the 
information that the archives of this State afforded; I applied to the Plon. 
Secretary of State of Nicaragua for any evidence or information that might 
be in the possession of his Government touching th's matter. 

His reply is accompanied marked C,^ with its enclosures Nos. i, 2 , 3 
and 4. 

It appears from the Report of the Appraisers appointed by the Board of 
Commissioners to value the property on this Isthmus belonging to the late 
Transit Company seized by s*^ Commissioners was One Hundred and Sixty 
One Thousand One Hundred and Twenty Nine dollars and Five cents, 
($i6i.i29rSij)— The Board of Commissioners, from the data which they 
could procure, but which they allow was procured with disadvantages, and 
only approximating to accuracy, state the amounts due the State from the 
Company to be Four Hundred and Twelve Thousand Five Hundred and 
Eighty nine dollars and Twelve cents ($412589^^1^). This statement leaves 
the Company still in the debt of the State, Two Hundred and Fifty One 
Thousand, Four Hundred and Sixty dollars and Seven cents ($25 i.46o.tVo). 

From the Report of these Commissioners it appears that they did notify 
the President of the Company in New York, as well as the Agents on the 
Isthmus to appear, replevy plead, and "defend this wrong” as well as "the 
intrests of their principals”—that ample time was given for this purpose— 
that no reply was made, and no one appeared—that the accounts of the 
Company were kept in such a manner that no estimate could be formed of 
the net profits on this Isthmus—thus proving a studied and continued deter¬ 
mination to prevent an accurate investigation—that no returns were made 
of the Receipts and Expenses of the Company on this Isthmus, or any list 
of the Vessels employed on the Route both of which it was the chartered duty 
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This Report further shows that the number of passengers averaged about 
Two Thousand a month; or Twenty four Thousand annually—that Eleven 
millions of dollars in Treasure annually passed over, and Seven Hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds of freight. These do not include the number of 
Way Passengers or amounts received from such for way Passage, which was 
testified to as being sufficient in some places and at some periods to pay all 
expenses of the Agencies, even with the large salaries which were attached. 

I have thus endeavoured as concisely as my time would allow, and as 
succinctly as the importance of the questions involved would admit “to 
ascertain the facts and circumstances of the interuption of the transit across 
this Isthmus and report the same to my Government.” 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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John P. Pleiss, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. Marcy 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, Augusts, 1856. 

Sir: On the 15 ult. I recieved a communication from the Provisional 
Government of Nicaragua, under date of June 29*.^ which informed me that 
a despatch had been forwarded to the Legation through the hand of Gen- 
Goicouria, wherein an exact account of the recent events in Nicaragua, and 
the reasons which caused the change of the Provisional Administration of 
Senor Patrico Rivas, were given. On the arrival of Gen* Goicouria, in this 
city I was informed, that the despatch in question had been placed in his 
possession, but that he had delivered the same to his Excellency, Senor 
Agustin Vijil, at San Juan de Nicaragua, under the impression that it was a 
private communication. 

This accounts for the delay in not transmitting to your Excellency, at an 
earlier day, the information herein contained. The history of the recent 
troubles in Nicaragua is as follows: 

The elections which had been held throughout the Republic for President 
were anulled by a decree of the Government, and an order issued, that the 
decision should be submitted to a direct popular vote. After this order had 
been promulgated, Gen* W"? Walker visited Leon, the seat of Government, 
and on the ii*.** of June, having had a friendly interview with President 
Rivas and his Cabinet, he departed for Granada. Leon, at this time was 
guarded by native soldiers: there was no interference by the Americans, 

1 Not inr-luHerl in this oublication: it is an affidavit made before Mr. Wheeler by Scott, the 


their own vicinity. 

The day following the departure of Gen- Walker, from Leon, the com¬ 
mander of the native garrison requested a detail of Americans for guard duty, 
on the ground, that the native forces were not in sufficient strength for that 
purpose. The request was complied with, and an American soldier posted 
on duty as sentinel to the entrance of the Government House. This was the 
signal for a revolutionary movement, and Senor Salizar, Minister of War, 
thereupon mounted his horse and rode to the barriers where he addressed the 
Natives in an official harrangue, intimating that the Americans had siezed 
the Government House; were about to murder the President and his Cab¬ 
inet, burn the churches and destroy the religion of the county [country?]. 

The result of this caused considerable excitement, during which, Senor 
Rivas, and a portion of his Cabinet, consisting of Don Sebastian Salinas, 
Secy of State: Don Maximo Jerez, Secy of War: Don Francesca Baca, Minis¬ 
ter of Public Credit, departed for Chinendega. 

From Chinendega Don Maximo Jerez, in his capacity as Minister of War, 
sent word to Realejo, to suspend the public work of fortifying that place and 
directed that it should be dismantled of its present armament. Orders 
were also sent to the commander of the American troops at Leon, to with¬ 
draw his sentry from the Government House and allow each of the two 
towers of the Cathedral, to be garrisoned by fifty Native soldiers. The 
frontier picquets were all called in and a very general order carried out to 
leave the Republic open to the army of invasion, which was known to be 
advancing on Leon. 

The order sent to the commander of the American troops was not obeyed 
until it was submitted to Gen- Walker, who immediately gave directions to 
the command in Leon, to comply with the mandates of the Minister of War; 
and further, to withdraw his whole force from that city. 

After the departure of President Rivas from Leon, the people of that city 
became uneasy at the speech of Senor Salazar, and anxiously enquired of the 
Fathers of the Church, if any confidence could be placed in the statement— 
that the Americans intended to destroy the religion of the land. 

The Vicar General of Leon, instantly denied the calumny, and ordered all 
the priests to declare in their churches that the report was untrue. 

After these occurrences, a decree was issued by Gen- W”? Walker, Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the forces of Nicaragua, declaring the Provisional Govern¬ 
ment of President Rivas dissolved, and also announcing Don Fermin Ferrer 
Provisional President, as under the treaty executed by the Democrats and 
Serviles in Granada, on the formation of the late Provisional Government, 
it was expressly stipulated that Gen- Walker should be invested with the 
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all his powers to Gen! Walker, and placed the State under Martial law. 

This is a correct version of the recent changes which have taken place in 
this Republic. 

The despatch of June 29*^ informs me, that Senors Rivas and Jerez con¬ 
tinued to give unequivocal proof of their hostility to the present Administra¬ 
tion, but that the people had evidenced their desire to sustain it, and to 
mantain order and public tranquility. 

I am also instructed to call your Excellency’s attention to the following. 

Senor Don Thomas Manning, an English subject, and vice consul of 
England, claims against Nicaragua the large sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars. This amount has been contracted for and acknowledged by Nica¬ 
ragua, during different periods since the year 1848, for loans, merchandize, 
bonds & interest which from time to time have been included in the capital 
at the rate of two per cent a month. 

Information has been recieved by the Government of Nicaragua, that 
Manning intends claiming, or has claimed the protection of the British 
Government, and demands that Nicaragua be compelled to pay him the sum 
claimed, and that the object will be, to blockade the ports of that Republic, 
as has been the case before in Central America, on the part of the British 
Government. 

Under the possibility of an undue British interference in favour of a private 
citizen, and which may be accompanied with political objects, it is hoped 
that the American Government will stretch forth its protecting arm in favour 
of their friendly and sister Republic. 

With the highest considerations of respect [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 66 Granada, August 10, 1856. 

Sir: As I informed you in my n° 60 ^ that I had notified the President of 
Nicaragua, through the Minister General of my instructions to establish 
diplomatic relations, with this State; and that he had designated Saturday 
the 19^^ ult“ at 12. M. as the time when I could have an audience for that 
purpose. 

1 Desoatches. Nicaragua, vol. 2. No receiot date appears on the original, having prob- 


Accordingly Et the time I comniiiiiicEteQ the instruccions oi my vjjrovtirii.- 
merit to the President of Nicaragua (a copy of which I enclose marked A) and 
his reply (a copy of which I enclose, marked B)> 

This Government had previously on the ult° abrogated the decree of 
the 22^ of Jan. last suspending all communication with the United States, 
(a copy of which is enclosed marked C).^ 

Whatever may have been the feelings excited by any previous course, 
harmony and the best of feelings I am assured, are cherished for the United 
States. . . 

The Decree of the Supreme Government of the 4^^ ins* copy inclosed 
marked J.'^ has revoked the exequatur granted Thomas Manning as the Vice 
Consul of Great Britain—for the alledged reason that he has interfered with 
the interior affairs of Nicaragua. 

This interference is based upon a letter found on the person of Genh 
Salazar on his voyage from Leon to San Salvador, written by Mr. Manning, 
a copy of which is enclosed marked K.® 

^ The text of WTieeler’s address, differing somewhat, though not greatly, from the ordinary 
formal presentation speech, is in the manuscript volume, but is not included in this publica¬ 
tion. The text of President Walker’s response was not found. 

" The enclosed copy of this brief decree is in the manuscript volume, but is not included in 
this publication, since its purport is here adequately revealed. 

^ This omitted portion tells of his application for the release of young citizens of the United 
States from the isicaraguan army, of the organization and membership of President Walker’s 
cabinet (all names appear to be Spanish, except that of Richmond, the Sub-Secretary of 
State), and the selection of Appleton Oaksmith as minister to the United States. 

* Although the copy of this decree is still in the manuscript volume, it is not included in 
this publication, since its purport is adequately explained. 

^ The text of Consul Manning’s letter, quoted below with the editorial comment preceding 
and following it, has been copied from an article, in English, printed in the copy of the issue, 
dated August 9, 1S56, of El Nicaraguejise, which is still in the manuscript volume with the 
original of Wheeler’s despatch, and bears, in red pencil, the enclosure designation K: 

Among the many valuable documents found upon the person of Sr. Salizar [Salazar?], 
was a letter from the British Consul at Leon, to Florentine Souci at San Miguel, San 
Salvador. This is another evidence of the double dealing of British agents relative to 
the affairs of this cou^tIy^ 

W hat, we would ask, in the name of philanthropy and our common humanity does 
Gr^t Britain expect to gain by permitting her agents to encourage the half-civilized 
natives of this country to butcher each other; or by what species of sophistry does she 
expect to justify or excuse herself before the tribunal of Christendom, for sending to one 
part of the world agents who stir up strife and cause the ignorant natives to outrage 
human nature, while she sends missionaries of peace with the bible in one hand, and 
flannel shirts in the other, that both the moral and physical condition of the heathen 
may be improved. 

To those who do not understand the Red Flannel Christianity of England, we respect¬ 
fully submit the following letter of Mr. Manning, her agent at Leon, of which we give a 
burned translation: 

Thomas Manning, British Consul at Le6n, to Florentine Souci 

Le6n, July 24, 18^6. 

Decir Friend: I am here, without knowing where to go, since Walker will not give us a 
passport to pass through Granada. I understand that that man is furious with me. 



arrived at San Juan del Norte, consisting of Thirteen Ships of War, all war 
Steamers but one; Among them is a line of Battle Ship (the Orion) of 96 guns 
—The total force is 268 guns and 2500 men. 

The conduct of the English Vice Consul here, and the presence of this war 
like force ill accords with the protestations made in the English Parliament, 
that Great Britain has no wish to interfere with affairs in Central America. 

him out o( the State, for as the forces come from the other States in handfuls of men, 
nothing is accomplished; and the expenses and sacrifices are made in vain. I am much 
afflicted to think that, under these circumstances no more activity is used in so serious 
an affair. At the present there are 500 men from San Salvador, 500 from Guatemala, 
and 800 belonging to this place, and according to my judgment double that number is 
required. I am hurrying to provide in every possible manner for my departure, and if 
I can get on board one of the ships of war which is on the coast, I will take passage in it to 
San Juan, or to Panama. 

In the politics of the country, I understand that the Democrats have gained much 
favor and strength. On this footing I go contented, since Estrada and his companions 
are ruined as having cut a ridiculous figure at Somobillo. 

Powers have gone from here appointing Mr. Tresarry, [Irisarri?—Ed.] to represent 
Nicaragua, near United States of America, since Padre Vijil has returned home. We do 
not know the motive of his return, for between this and Granada there is no communi¬ 
cation. Altogether affairs are wretched in Nicaragua, and very distressing, and if I re¬ 
main here much longer, I shall not have a shirt which I can put on. Already you can 
suppose how much I have suffered by these convulsions. 

It is known that a certain Fabens, has sailed to Boston with the gold quartz, and that 
with one Mr. Heiss, he has bought the mines from Padre Sosa. 

You need not be afraid but I will do all I can for your interest in this affair, with all 
earnestness; and you should write to Davis, in Boston, via. Omoa, in this particular, 
inquiring whether the ore which Fabens & Heiss took, were from the mines of Bestaniere. 
I shall write, myself, to Zapata, in Laboca, on this same subject. The troops here are 
altogether naked. If you have any Manta drill that you can sell at 12X cents per. 
yard, I will take ten bales. Dont forget my request in favor of my political son—Mr. 
George Bower—to have him appointed to represent San Salvador in Liverpool. 

I am your obedient servant. 

Here we have a full expose of the condition of the rebels. According to the statement 
of one well acquainted with their affairs, they have not half the men necessary for any 
effective movement, and live in a continual dread of Gen. Walker’s army. The rebel 
troops are altogether naked, and it may also be presumed that, where such poverty 
exists, hunger and disease will shortly disseminate them faster, and as effectually as any 
army that could be brought against them. But the letter itself is so explicit as to re¬ 
quire from us no elucidation. 

It is somewhat unfortunate for Mr. Manning, and we pity him, that he should be 
drifting so rapidly into the condition of the Leonese soldiery as to have the prospect of 
being in a short time, shirtless. But the poor man’s affliction is divided between his 
shirtlessness in prospective, and the lack of energy in the party in whose fortunes he 
seems so deeply interested. The anticipated loss of a few shirts has almost bewildered 
him, and he lives in great apprehension that General Walker may attack Leon, and 
perhaps take those as part of the plunder. Upon this point, however, we can assure 
him he may rest easy, as we believe the General’s wardrobe is complete, and the soldiers 
of the NIcai'agua army have lately had a full supply of linen. 

Mr. Manning’s letter may be construed as the expression of a mere private individual 
to a friend, but this will be done only, by persons interested in such a construction. His 
office of British Consul will be connected by the people of this country with every thing 
he says on questions relative to state policy; and thus by his embracing views of a party, 
it is apt to appear as if the whole moral force of England were thrown in its favor. In this 
particular Mr. Manning has gone beyond the line of his duty, or else there is no weight to 
be attached to the words of Lord Clarendon, when he said in the House of Lords, that, the 






1 shall keep my uovernmem: weu auviacu a^>.y 
this Quarter. 

Other documents than the letter of Mr. Manning was Isicl found on the 
person of Genl Salazar, who was the chief Agitator of the recent troubles in 
Leon, for which he was tried in this city and found guilty of Treason. He 
was shot in the Plaza on Sunday last at 5 P. M. 

The city of Leon, and the Department is at present held by the forces of 
Guatemala and San Salvador, about 800 men each, aiding in the en¬ 
deavour to put down the Walker Government, which now holds Managua, 
Massaya Grenada, Virgin Bay, San Juan del Sur, Castillo and the rest of 
the Republic. 

The force of this Government is about 1200 chiefly or all Americans. . . 

Information from authentic sources has been received at this Legation, that 
Dr. Jos. W. Livingston is imprisoned at Leon, in retaliation for the capture of 
Genl Salazar, and that if Salazar was executed. Dr. Livingston would be also. 

I forthwith replied to Mr. Manning’s letter (copy marked M) and ad¬ 
dressed a letter to Majr General Ramon Belloso, Commander in chief of the 
Allied Forces at Leon (copy marked N) as the only person I could legit¬ 
imately address to save the life of an innocent and excellent citizen.^ 

I fear that this communication will have but little avail; If not, I feel th^t 
my Government will demand a full measure of justice. 

It has been more than a month since, I wrote to the Consul at Panama 
to communicate with the St. Marys, or any U. S. Frigate at that point, the 
importance of the presence of an American Man of War at Realejo. 

Be so good as to repeat this to the Secy of the Navy. 

The factions that now are in the Department of Leon, led on by Rivas and 
Jerez, were powerless until aided by the forces of Guatemala and San Sal¬ 
vador.® . . . 

The affairs in Central America are rapidly narrowing down to contest 
between Despotism and Democracy. Carrera, the Despot of Guatemala 
with Walker now contend for mastery. It is much to be regretted that 
Peace and Prosperity cannot prevail in these luxuriant regions, for which 
God has done so much and man so little. The physical and political condi¬ 
tion of Central America is worse than it was twenty years ago. Continued 
strifes for power, intestine wars have been indulged in to the neglect of com¬ 
merce, and agriculture and every peaceful art that form the true elements of 
national prosperity. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


^ This omission stated that no hostilities had yet occurred because of the rainy season, but 
that a conflict was expected. 

= These letters are not included in this publication. They dwell at length on the excellent 





Sebastidn Salinas, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Le6n, August 12, 18$6. 

Sir: When nations recognize the Ministers and diplomatic agents of 
other nations; they advert only to this substantial fact, that there should 
appear to be a sovereign, reputed as such, in the country over which he rules. 
This doctrine is settled by the sanction of every government; for it would 
otherwise involve an interference with the peculiar institutions of each of 
them, throwing open a wide field for a thousand consequences, which would 
impair the peace and good understanding, that should subsist among them. 
Nation?, on the other hand, should be circumspect, as least, in giving their 
countenance to the importance, which may be self-arrogated even by an 
usurper, a pirate, setting up claims to legitimacy and invoking facts, accom¬ 
plished in the country, to which an evil fortune only could have directed 
his steps. 

Nicaragua lives under institutions, which repel every foreigner from the 
duties of the Presidency or the discharge of the other higher offices of the 
Republic. If it allows some naturalized citizens to fill certain secondary 
offices; it is done under condition, among other requirements, of a residence 
for a given time. It is not very strange that M- William Walker, knowing 
these things, or having it in his power to know them, should have assumed, 
for himself, the title of President; should have simulated elections, caused his 
soldiers to vote and committed a thousand other scandalous acts; because he 
deemed that title necessary to cloak his ambition, to oppress Nicaragua, 
usurp its Authorities, add a star to the banner of the North, or raise up 
another and a new flag over the whole of Central America. It is not strange, 
we say, because usurpers never scruple at their means; but it is strange that a 
minister of the great American people, M- Wheeler, with all these events 
occurring under his eyes, with his knowledge that the Government of 
Rivas has not lapsed for a single day and that it has been recognized by the 
people, whom it represents, should consent to become an accomplice of 
Walker's and bring himself under the penalty, with which his Government 
ought to visit him. We hold it to be so; because, whether deliberately or 
inconsiderately, he has, without conferring with his Government, recognized 
M f Walker as the lawful President of the Republic, a fact which was pro¬ 
claimed to us by the press of Granada and by other, indubitable, testimony. 

For this reason, the President of the Republic, after having suspended all 
communication with M- Wheeler, which had been renewed in consequence 
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Appleton Oaksmith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, August if, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to present you herewith the credentials of his 
Excellency General W? Walker President of Nicaragua, accrediting me as 
Minister of that Government to the United States.^ 

Will you be pleased to inform me at your earliest convenience what time 
may be appointed for my reception. 

With sentiments of high consideration [etc.]. 
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Appleton Oaksmith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Private “Willards”, August 21, 1836. 

Sir: I enclose a slip from the N. Orleans Picayune of 14*1" inst.^ The para¬ 
graph is not properly expressed—I left Granada on the 16*^ of July, three 
days before this ceremony, and know well what were the intentions. It was 
^ Notes from Central America, voi. 2. Received August 15. 

2 This credential letter, quoted below, is included, contrary to practice, because of its 
inherent interest: 


William Walker, President of the Republic of Nicaragua, to 
Franklin Pierce, President of the United States 


Granada, July 16 , 1856 . 

Great and Good Friend: As it is proper that this Republic should be represented in 
all matters, which may come up before your Cabinet; and, considering that Mr Appleton 
Oaksmith is a Nicaraguan citizen of acknowledged integrity, I have deemed it expedient 
to appoint, as I do, hereby, appoint him, to be Minister Resident, in the Republic of the 
United States, m order that you may confer with him and do all that may be necessary 
for the mutual advantage of both Republics. 

God grant a continuance of a happy harmony, between two sister Republics, linked in 
the same contmental cause. 

God preserve you, many years, for the happiness of your fellow-citizens. 


3 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. No receipt date on the original. 

^ The marked portion of the enclosed clipping reads: “On the 19th ult., diplomatic inter¬ 
course with the United States Minister, Mr. Wheeler, was resumed; General Walker giving 
him a \ery cordial formal reception, and Mr. Wheeler warmly reciprocating the friendlv 
sentiments he expressed.” x- => j 



oenabj oj me umiea omtes. 

Since I had the honor of meeting you I have fully weighed all the matters of 
our conversation and I cannot, impartially speaking, see any reason why 
the reception of a Minister of Nicaragua should be a subject of hesitation on 
the part of the United States. 

My duties are such that I can not go to New York and return immediately 
and I am therefore forced to remain here till this question is decided. I have 
much to do—many private matters are suffering from lack of my attention— 
I have illness in my family, and many things to call me away, but I feel that 
my duty should not be neglected and I am therefore waiting here solely upon 
the matter of my reception. 

Will you put me under a personal obligation by expediting the matter 
as much as you conveniently can. 

I remain [etc.]. 
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Appleton Oaksmith^ designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, August 21, 1856. 

Sir: Since the interview which I had with you on the I9*^ inst I have 
given the subject of our conversation mature deliberation and cannot but 
feel that my duty to my Government requires that I should respectfully 
request an early and definite reply to my communication of the 16*.^ inst.^ 
The Government which I have the honor to represent has formally received 
the Minister of the United States and renewed relations with that Govern¬ 
ment through his solicitation. The most ordinary National courtesey would 
seem to require a reciprocation on the part of the United States, 

There are circumstances which will render it impossible for me to keep the 
fact of my mission much longer from being made public; and there are also 
matters of importance, in which the United States and Nicaragua are mutu¬ 
ally interested, which I am instructed to bring to the attention of the United 
States; but which I cannot do until my official position is fully recognized. 

These circumstances have induced me to respectfully call your attention 
to my communication of the 16*.*^ inst, and to desire that you would have the 
kindness to present these views to his Excellency the President of the United 
States, and to request from him on behalf of my Government that early and 
kind attention which his various important duties will permit. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received August 21. 
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A-ppleton OaksTfiith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, August 23, 1856. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yester¬ 
day,® informing me that his Excellency the President of the United States 
was not prepared to decide at this moment whether your government would 
or would not receive me as Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Nicaragua near the government of the United States in conformity with the 
Credentials which I had the honor of submitting for your inspection on 
the i6‘> inst.® 

In view of the fact that my predecessor was duly received by your Govern¬ 
ment, and that, since the succession of President Walker, Diplomatic 
relations were, formally reopened at Granada on the 19*^ ulto between the 
United States and Nicaragua through the Hon- J. H. Wheeler, Minister of 
the former government, at which time in addressing His Excellency Gen^ 
Walker, President of Nicaragua, he made use of these words; viz, “I am 
directed by the President of the United States to notify you, that I am in¬ 
structed to establish relations with this State &c'’; and also in view of the 
personal assurances which I have received that the United States were 
desirous of cultivating friendly relations with Nicaragua, I am at a loss to 
conceive what reasons can influence the government of the United States 
so far as to cause any hesitancy in receiving a properly accredited Minister 
from Nicaragua. 

If there exist obstacles to my reception of which I am not aware, a proper 
consideration for my government would seem to require that I should be 
informed of them, in order, if they cannot be removed, that my government 
may at least have the satisfaction of knowing the position in which she 
stands regarding the United States. 

At present it does not become me to speak of the policy of the United 
States in regard to Central American affairs, but I may be permitted to 
express my beleif that had the overtures made by Nicaragua as early as 
1847. ’48- and ’49 received the favorable consideration of the United States 
Government, it would have been better for the interests of both countries. 
A kind and conciliatory course towards the young Republic of Nicaragua can 
not fail to result in advantage to the United States, and the former would be 
aided and strengthened by the friendship and influence of her more powerful 
neighbour. 

jMa). I request that you will communicate to me, at as early a day as may 
be convenient, an answer to this note. 



As i am compelled to leave the city for a few days, you will oblige me by 
addressing me under cover to Honl J. A. Quitman 242 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
I have the honor [etc,]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 67 Granada, August 25,1856. 

Sir: ... In my last 66.^ I advised you of the imprisonment of Dr, 
Jo" W. Livingston, a citizen of New York by the forces at Leon under the 
command of Gen^ Belloso. I enclosed copies of my letters in his behalf. 

I have just learned today, that my interposition, has had the desired effect; 
D*" Livingston has not been shot; he has been banished to San Salvador— 
committing or charged with no offence, save being an American, and a white 
Man. 

These outrages are insufferable. I can hardly add any thing to the facts 
detailed in my last despatch as regards the political condition of Central 
America in general, and Nicaragua in particular. 

The allied forces still support Rivas as President at Leon, altho’ as Presi¬ 
dent he had ordered an election, as by law he was authorized to do—^which 
election did not terminate in his favour. 

If the election of Gen- Walker had not been cheerfully acquiesced in by 
the people, it is difficult to perceive why the most wealthy and influential 
citizens, do not with the masses, endeavour to expel any attempt at usur¬ 
pation. 

Although the allied forces have been at Leon since the 17^*^ of June last, we 
have yet to learn whether any considerable number of the people of Nicara¬ 
gua has sympathized or united with them. 

Don Patricio Rivas, with the characteristic national trait of treachery, 
(after his impassioned appeal of the 3d of June last to the people to resist the 
forces of the other States) on the 17*“* of June last made, at Conjutepequi a 
treaty with San Salvador, stipulating the non employment of Americans in 
his Army; the very force that had been by the Leonesi party invited to the 
country, and had rescued them from pillage, banishment and death; and 
which had placed Rivas in power. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received September 29. 

The omitted portion deals chiefly with legation routine. In it, Wheeler said, however, 
that he was authorized to say that the Government of Nicaragua concurred fully with the 
nnoJi inn taVpn hv thp nnvprnment of the United States ree-ardine the declaration relative to 



aisDanamg tne American lorce srationeu au jueuu uuuci uie uumumiiu ui 
Col? Natzmer which as he (Rivas) still held power, was obeyed; the city of 
Leon was soon after occupied by the forces of the Allies from Guatemala and 
San Salvador now under command of Gen^ Ramon Belloso.^ . . . 

Every other portion of the Republic is in the quiet and undisturbed posses¬ 
sion of the Walker Government; including the Transit Route, so important 
to our intrests [sic]. 

Settlers for mining, agricultural and other purposes, are flocking to 
Nicaragua, locating lands, and erecting machinery; the hum of which and 
the noisy roll of the Yankee carts through the Streets, advise the natives of 
Nicaragua, that indolence must yield to interprize; ignorance to science; 
and anarchy and revolution to Law, and order.^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Appleton Oaksmiih, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

New York, August 26, 1856. 

Sir: Having presented my credentials as Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Nicaragua near the Government of the United States, and 
understanding that negotiations are now pending between the United States 
and England upon matters affecting the interests of Nicaragua, I feel it my 
imperative duty, even in advance of my reception by your government, to 
acquaint the government of the United States that Nicaragua has from the 
first protested against the forcible occupation of her territory by Great 
Britain under the pretense of affording protection to the so called Mosquito 
King and his tribe. The forcible seizure of the Nicaraguan Port of San Juan 
del Norte, and tearing down of the Nicaraguan flag in Jany 1848, and the 
subsequent maintenance of a British force at that point up to the present 
moment, are matters well known to your government. Can it be supposed 
that Nicaragua would have tamely submitted to such unjust treatment had 
she have been in a position to cope with so powerful a government as Eng¬ 
land? All that was left her to do, was to make her Protest before the 
World and to seek the interposition of some greater power. The ill-success 
which attended her overtures are too well known to require repetition: the 
United States on whom she most confidently relied did not even acknowledge 
her communications. 

\\j portion referred to places occupied by the allied armies opposed to the 

walker Lroyernment,_and expressed a belief that they could easily be taken bv its fnrre= 



I am instructed by my government to declare to the government of the 
United States that Nicaragua claims as a part of her Territory, the whole of 
the so called Mosquito coast from Cape "Gracias a Dios" to the Southern 
bank of the Colorado River; subject to such modification of the Southern 
boundary, as to its further extension to the South only, as may be decided 
on upon an adjustment of the questions existing between Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica. And furthermore that Nicaragua will not regard any Treaties 
made by foreign governments relative to this, or any other, portion of her 
territories as at all binding upon herself, or of any weight whatever, unless 
made with her cognizance and consent and ratified by a proper representative 
of her government. 

I would respectfully inform you that I am empowered by my government 
to treat upon these questions, and am led to beleive [wc] that a full and dis¬ 
tinct understanding of the positions of all parties in interest, would lead to 
their speedy amicable and satisfactory settlement. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Appleton Oaksmith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, September i, 1836. 

Sir: Since my communications of 23^ and 26^.^ ultos,^ which as yet remain 
unacknowledged, I have received important advices from my government. 
Considering the tenor of our conversation on the ulto I deem it proper 
that you should be officially informed of certain recent events in Nicaragua. 

His Excellency President Walker has been pleased to appoint Don Pedro 
Y. Selva, a distinguished citizen of Nicaragua whose family for thirty-five 
years have been intimately, connected with the politics of that country, as 
Secretary of this Legation. Don Pedro arrived here in the Steamer “Ca- 
hauba" on the 30*'.'^ ulto and submitted to me his credentials which are in 
order and properly authenticated, and will in due time be presented to you. 

Don Mariano Salizar [Salazar?] the active leader of the so called Rivas 
Revolution was taken prisoner on the 28*^.^ of July in the Gulf of Fonseca by 
the Nicaraguan Schooner "Granada” Commodore De Brissot commanding; 
he was conveyed to Granada where he was tried for Treason found guilty 
and executed on the 3^ ultimo. 

Advices were received at Granada on the ulto that Patricio Rivas had 
fled from Leon, leaving the city in the possession of a small force of San 



General, Ramon Belloso. This force may be considered as an army of inva¬ 
sion; and to one thoroughly acquainted with General Walker’s resources it 
would not be difficult to predict their fate. 

I have the honor to enclose for the information of the Government of the 
United States a translated copy of Despatch N? 26 from the Ministro de 
Relaciones addressed to the undersigned,^ concerning the Blockade of Cen¬ 
tral American Ports. 

Requesting an early acknowledgement not only to the present but to my 
communications of the 23^^ and 26*.^ ulto, I have the honor [etc.]. 


1364 

Appleton Oaksmith, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, September 4, 1836. 

Sir: I understand from Mess [«c] Wines & Co, Expressmen of this city 
that a package from Nicaragua directed to the “Minister of that Govern¬ 
ment near the government of the United States”—was sent under cover to 
the State Department Washington— Will you have the kindness to cause 
said package to be forwarded to me, if such is the case. Address it simply by 
Mail to me in this city. 

I take advantage of this opportunity to respectfully remind you that my 
communications of 23*^ and 26*.^ ulto and inst ® are as yet unacknowl¬ 
edged— 

I am with high consideration [etc.]. 
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Appleton Oaksmiih, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, September 18, 1856. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
dated the 13*^.^ ^ but mailed the 16*.** instant informing me that “the President 
declines” receiving me as Minister of Nicaragua. 

Before informing my government of this decision, I desire, in justice to 
myself, to be informed whether the government of the United States has 
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Agustin Vijil, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Granada, September 2g, 1836. 

Sir: For the information of the Supreme Government of the Republic of 
the United States, I have the honor to communicate to your Excellency that 
the Government of Nicaragua has been pleased to appoint, as Secretary of 
the Legation of this Republic, accredited to the Cabinet, M- Pedro Yginio 
Selva, in lieu of John P. Heiss, heretofore appointed by me, Minister 
Plenipotentiary in your capital. 

I, therefore, hope, at the hands of your Excellency, that the relation will 
be continued, through the medium of this new agent, until this Government 
will have appointed the Minister Plenipotentiary, who is to be my successor. 

The Hon: M^" Marcy will be pleased to accept [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[extract] 


No. 69 GRKytKDA., September 30, 1856. 

Sir: I enclose a copy of Decree No. 51 ratifying and establishing in all 
its conditions the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation, con¬ 
cluded at this City on the 20th of June 1855, between the U. States and 
Nicaragua; and authorizing John P. Heiss, a naturalized citizen of Nicaragua, 
to exchange said ratifications. 

Copy enclosed marked A. I also enclose a copy of a decree dated 6th 
insf repealing the act of the Confederated Congress of Central America of 

1 For the reply, see above, this volume, pt. i, September 23, 1856, doc. 1072. 

2 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. No receipt date appears on the file copy of this 
translation nor on the Spanish original filed with it. 

2 Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received October 22. 

•* Not included in this publication. 



17 apl. [April?] 1824 abolishing Slavery in Central America,^ which decree 
revives the orignal law of Spain recognizing Slavery. 

The experience of any person who may reside for even a short space of 
time in Nicaragua will convince the most fanatical, that the rich soil so well 
adapted to the culture of cotton, sugar. Rice, corn, cacoa, indigo &c can 
never be developed without slave labour. 

This therefore is an important and necessary decree. 

As to the general state of Public affairs in Nicaragua they are not much 
altered since my Despatch no. 67.^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1368 

Antonio Josede Irisarri^ designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United Slates, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, October 16, 1856, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency a communication, which 
I have just received from the Minister of Foreign Relations of the Republic of 
Nicaragua,** by which your Excellency is advised that I have been appointed, 
by that Government, as its Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten¬ 
tiary, Superseding the Mission of Don Agustin Vigil. I shall leave this city 
within four days, with the credentials, which have been committed to my 
hands, for His Excellency, the President of the United States and in the 
mean time, I remain [etc.]. 


1369 


JohnH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ® 


No. 70 Granada, October 23, 1856. 

Sir: In reply to your Despatches Nos. 31. & 32,® the latter, in triplicate, 
communicating to me, that the President deems it proper that I should re- 


^ The decree did not specifically repeal the act of the confederated congress abolishing 
slaveiy. Its OTst article reads: “All acts and decrees of the Federal Constituent Assembly, 
as well as of the Federal Congress are declared null and void.” But, at the bottom of the 
circular (which is in English) containing the text of the decree, is printed the following: 

Among the decrees which the foregoing repeals is an act of the Federal Constituent As- 
sembly, of 17th April, 1824, abolishing slavery in Central America.’’ 

;;Above, this part,_ August 25, 1856, doc. 1361. 

, remainder of this despatch tells of apparent preparations, by the enemies of 

tfovernment, to^attack Granada, and of the arrival of reinforcements and supplies for 



I enclose the certificate of my Physicians, stating that a change of climate 
is absolutely necessary to the restoration of my health; and I trust that these 
instructions of return proceed from any other cause than a dissapprobation 
of any official acts of mine, which indeed is not suggested in the despaches 
and which I feel are not deserved. 

I can then explain personally to the President, and the Dept, the real 
condition of affairs in this Republic, more than my exhausted strength will 
now enable me to communicate. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, October jo, 1856. 

Sir: Through your note of the 28*.^ instant,^ received last evening, and 
which I now have the honor to acknowledge, you inform me that the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States is not disposed to receive me, as Minister from 
Nicaragua, for reasons Stated in said note. It is my duty, in this contin¬ 
gency, to transmit to the Government, which appointed me to supersede 
M- Vigil, as the accredited Minister of the Republic, the determination to 
which the Cabinet has come. I deem it, at the same time, imperative upon 
me to represent to Your Excellency that the contest, now existing in Nicara¬ 
gua, is not waged by two national parties; but that it is one, carried on 
between one party, that is national, and another, made up of foreign adven¬ 
turers, headed by a foreigner also, who is disqualified for the exercise of the 
Supreme Magistracy, because the Nicaraguan Constitution positively for¬ 
bids that any one, not born upon the soil, shall be president of the Republic- 
All the Acts, therefore, emanating from a thus incongruous authority, shall, 
for ever, be held null and the consequences of such nullity can only result in 
prejudice to such individuals as may hold as good, acts of this nature, vio¬ 
lative of the independence and sovereignty of Nicaragua. 

So long as my presence, in this city, may not be demanded by the concerns 
of Guatemala and Salvador, and even by those of Nicaragua, under the 
supposition that it may be deemed expedient to recognize me as the Minister 
of that Republic; I will retire to Brooklyn, where I have fixed ray permanent 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. * Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1075. 



residence, in consideration of the State of my health and where I shall hold 
myself, with sentiments of the highest consideration, subject to the orders 
of Your Excellency [etc.]. 


1371 

John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

]sjq_ y2 Granada, November i , 1856, 

Sir: Lest by desease I should be unable to return home, as speedily as I 
could wish, I communicate officially to you, the important occurences [sic] 
which have transpired since my last Despatches received at the Department. 

The allied forces of Guatemala and San Salvador, under the command of 
Genl Ramon Belloso had been for some weeks strongly posted at Massaya a 
town about twelve miles from this City. This force was estimated to be 
about Three Thousand. 

On Saturday the lo*.*^ ult*? at }4 past 10 o’clock A.M. the Army of Nicara¬ 
gua under command of Genl. Walker left this City for Massaya,—this force 
was about One Thousand; At day break of the next day a general battle 
ensued at Massaya, which continued throughout the whole day. The allied 
forces were driven within the grand plaza, to which the forces of Walker 
were rapidly cutting their way. 

At night a message was rec’d. by Genl Walker, that this City which had 
no force competent to defend it for any length of time, was attacked by a 
strong detachment of the Allies. 

This message caused Genl Walker immediately to return with his force to 
Grenada [Granada], which he reached on Monday the 13th ult'^ about 
9 a.m. 

A sharp and vigorous conflict insued both at the barriers, and in the 
plazas and streets, in which the Allies were completely routed and fled in all 
directed [sic], with a loss of about 400, and many prisoners. Walker’s loss 
in both battles was 21 killed and 55 wounded. 

The conduct of the forces of the Allies violated every rule of civilization. 
They plundered helpless ladies, murdered tender children, unarmed and aged 
Ministers of the Gospel and others, peaceful citizens of the U. S. [who] 
depended upon their neutrality and the flag of their country to protect 
them. . . . 

The flav of this Legation as well as the rlonr nf the T eo-al-ion Mrincc wae 



now icu Luese mnea are oomiortea oy ine presence oi tne large lingiisn 
force now on the Coast, may be well considered. 

There is now lying in the harbour of San Juan del Norte 


The Orion Steamer 91 guns 
Imperieuse 50 

Arrogant 47 

Cosack 20 

Pioneer 6 

Intrepid 6 

Vesta 6 


Capt Erskine 
Watson 
Lyster 
Coburn 
Meade 
Wood 
De Hozas. 


I deem the presence of a Ship of our Navy at San Juan del Norte, and San 
Juan del Sur of vital importance. If not promptly done every American 
settler will be forced to leave the country; or daily and nightly run the risk 
of his life. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1372 

Fedro y Selva, designated Nicaraguan Chargi d'Affaires at Washington, to 
William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, November 3, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to forward to Your Excellency the en¬ 
closed letter^ of appointment from the Honorable Agustin Vigil; Your 
Excellency will learn from it that His Excellency the President of the 
Republic of Nicaragua has seen fit to honor me with the administration of 
the important affairs of this Legation. 

While awaiting the reply which Your Excellency may be so good as to 
make me, I am very happy to offer to you for the first time, Mr. Minister, 
the sincere expressions of my esteem and respect. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received November 4. > Not found. 



Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, December 5, 1856. 

Excellent Sir; It is a fact of public notoriety that, on the 26*.** of last 
month, at the City of New Orleans, the Steamer Tennessee, bound for 
Nicaragua, received on board three hundred men divided into four com¬ 
panies,^of which a certain Crawford, a certain Course, one John McMahon 
and one J. P. Rayburn call themselves the captains. It is unnecessary to 
add that this force has gone to enter the service of the adventurer Walker, 
against whose criminal usurpation the five Republics of Central America 
are now allied in arms. 

It is equally public and notorious that Colonel Titus has issued a notice, 
through the press, assigning the 10*.^ instant for a rendezvous, at St. Louis, 
of all who may wish to have a free passage to Nicaragua, whence they are to 
proceed to Cuba as soon as they will have accomplished their work in Central 
America. Again it is needless to state that the work, which the freebooters 
have to perform in that country, is nothing but its long dreamed conquest 
and the plunder of the property of the natives of those republics. 

I have lately been informed that there is now fitting, in the port of New- 
York, another expedition to assist the pirate Walker and his followers, now 
reduced to their personal resources, since they no longer reckon in their ranks 
the few Nicaraguans, whom violence had formerly compelled to serve 
their tyrants. 

As Minister Plenipotentiary of Guatemala and of Salvador, I can no less 
than represent to Your Excellency that, if up to this time, the measures 
directed by this Government have proved unavailing in preventing the de¬ 
parture by hundreds, up to thousands, of the recruits sent out to the Captain 
of pirates, now in possession of Granada; it is now absolutely necessary 
that an efficacious remedy should be applied, and that, too, with the prompt¬ 
ness required by the nature of the intolerable evil inflicted, on the whole 
of Central America, through the scandalous hostility of Citizens of the 
United States against the nationality of friendly Republics. All of the 
five republics are at war. And against whom? Against the power of 
the pirates? No; because the pirates are not a power. Against the United 
States? No; because the treaties of peace and friendship, negotiated be- 
tw'een them and those republics, subsist in full vigor and force. Against 
whom then is this war waged, a war that has so few parallels on the page of 
history? It is not against the United States; but it must be against the 
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there, call themselves friends, the citizens of both countries should be 
engaged in daily, reciprocal, slaughter and keep on slaying one another, 
merely because the authorities of the American Union cannot prevent the 
citizens of that Republic from indulging in piratical expeditions, whither 
they deem best. 

No course of things can be more fatal, or more dangerous, to the nation¬ 
ality, the security and the independence, not only of the Central American 
Republics, but also of all the Spanish-American States. I, therefore, hope 
that you will be pleased to call the attention of His Excellency, the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States, to this communication, in order that he may, 
with all necessary promptness, issue stringent and definite orders, that will 
effectually cut off all sending of reinforcements of men, arms, munitions 
and moneys to the band of pirates, that have collected in Nicaragua, and 
that have, up to the present day, been abetted to the greatest scandal of the 
world and with a most glaring violation of the rights of nations. 

Now, in the event that it may be deemed impossible to shield Central 
America from these evils, because the laws of this country do not allow the 
interposition of those efficient means, which the other governments of the 
world oppose to the misdemeanors of their subjects; it will be indispensible, 
so long as any point of Nicaragua shall be occupied by those pirates, that 
the Government of the Union order the suspension of the transit from 
California through that point; and in order to justify this, it is enough to 
reflect that no nation has a right to trade with another, save when such com¬ 
merce can be carried on, without manifest injury to one of them; and that 
it should be suspended from the moment that its prosecution involves jeop¬ 
ardy to the safety and existence of a people— 

I propose no measure, inconsistent with the principles of equity and justice 
universally acknowledged, nor yet inconsistent with those principles of the 
law of nations, received by all civilized countries, and applicable equally to 
the most powerful empires and the weakest states. 

I remain, with most profound respect [etc.]. 


1374 

Pedro Cdrdenas, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 



in that capacity, alleging therefor that the violent condition of political 
affairs, in Nicaragua, suggests serious doubts, as to the person, that is in¬ 
vested with the political authority of that State, or even whether there be, 
here, such established authority as holds out a title, sufficient to allow it to 
be considered as an actual, or de facto, government: that the right of Don 
Patricio Rivas, to the exercise of the functions of President of Nicaragua, is 
seriously contested and that the reception, on the part of the President of 
the United States, of a Diplomatic Agent from whichsoever of the parties, 
contending for the Supreme command, would necessarily involve a decision, 
in reference to such a contest; and that the Executive of the United States, 
in view of imperfect and conflicting information, respecting the political con¬ 
dition of this country, is not prepared to make that decision. 

These being the grounds of consideration, on which the Cabinet of Wash¬ 
ington stood, in its declining to receive the Nicaraguan Minister to that 
Government; it becomes a duty to remove those grounds of error and to put, 
in a clear light, the unassailable claims, which the present Government has to 
exercise power in Nicaragua. 

It is a notorious fact that an end has been put to the domestic dissensions, 
which had divided the Nicaraguans into two parties; that, in consequence of 
this fact, all Nicaraguans now recognize but one Government, although a de 
facto one, in the person of Don Patricio Rivas; that a like state of things has 
been experienced by the Governments of the other States of Central America, 
the events of which and the details, connected with them, having been mat¬ 
ters of discussion in the press of said States; whilst there is reason to believe 
that Your Excellency’s Government has, through the medium of that press, 
been duly informed of those events as their relative details. It is equally 
and additionally notorious that M- William Walker’s Presidency has been 
declared to be a sheer usurpation; for the reason that, as there was an ac¬ 
knowledged President, who refused to abdicate the Supreme poAver; to have 
entitled oneself President, in defiance of the Constitution of Nicaragua, which 
repudiated him as an alien, was no less than justifying the name of usurper 
in any one, who put up such a pretension. 

On the 14^** of May last, the Cabinet of Nicaragua was just as much de 
facto, as it is now. At that time, the Nicaraguans were divided, some 
recognizing Rivas’ and others, Estrada’s, government. At that time, the 
present Government, being considered by the States of Central America, 
to be under the domination of Walker and, therefore, impotent to act with 
free wdll; those States refused to acknowledge that Government. But at 
that time, the Government at Washington experienced no scruples in recog¬ 
nizing M- Vijil in the caoacitv of a minisfpr of P 


America recognize nis as a Government and, uniting their arms with those oi 
Nicaragua, as allies and friends, advance them against M- Walker; this same 
powerful and enlightened Cabinet of Washington declines recognizing D. 
Antonio J. de Yrisarri, in his capacity of Minister of said Government of 
Nicaragua, and as a successor of Minister Vijil. 

This, forsooth, M^ Secretary, is an anomaly; an act, which would justify 
the idea that there has been a departure from the steadiness of principles, 
which have ever characterized your enlightened Government; And, although 
inaccurate information and partial Statements may have led it to call in 
question the person, who is entitled to exercise the recognized Supreme 
power; now that the true state of the facts has been spread before it, the 
Government of Nicaragua trusts in the justice of the Cabinet of Washington; 
she trusts that, allowing due influence to the foregoing considerations and 
reasons, they will be pleased to recognize Senor D. Antonio J. de Yrisarri 
in his character of Minister Plenipotentiary of this Government. 

And in transmitting the foregoing statement, I do myself the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States, in Guatemala, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 22 Guatemala City, December 30, 1856. 

Sir: I send herewith enclosed Copy of a Treaty of Alliance,^ or Offensive 
& Defensive League, entered into between the States of Guatemala, Hon¬ 
duras and Salvador, for the expulsion of W“ Walker and his followers, from 
the territory of Nicaragua, and the maintenance of the Independence and 
Sovereignty of these States; to which Costa Rica has also subsequently sent 
in her adhesion. 

These States have in consequence, sent their respective portion of armed 
forces, amounting altogether to 6650 men, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect, the stipulations of this Treaty. By the Bulletins of official reports, 
which accompany this, you will be informed of the progress of the allied 
forces, and the prospects entertained here of final success. 

On the receipt here of the news, that the troops of Guatemala, had shot the 
prisoners taken from Walker’s party, I enquired of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Guatemala, if his Government intended to adopt the principle of 
shooting the prisoners that may fall into their hands, to which he emphati¬ 
cally replied, that so far from that being the case, strict orders had been given 
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authentic information, until it was published, in the Gazette of Guatemala 
N'’ 97 which is also forwarded herewith. 

Two deserters of Walker’s party, arrived here in the beginning of this 
month, I procured them passports, and sent them off immediately to Belize 
B. H., lest they might be murdered by the people. 


In the Gazette of Salvador N° 75 also accompanying this, is inserted a 
Decree of the President of Salvador, dated November 15th 1856, declaring 
the roadstead of “Libertad,” a port of Deposit: It is an open roadstead, 
situated between Acajutla and la Union, in the State of Salvador, 

A French Charge d’Affaires, arrived here in July last, and on the i8th 
August, addressed a note to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, enclosing a copy 
of the Declaration of the Plenipotentiaries who signed the Treaty of Paris of 
the 30th March 1856. soliciting thereto, the adhesion of the Republic of 
Guatemala. The Minister of Foreign Aff'?, on the 30th August, sent the 
following reply: 

En contestacion, tengo el honor de manifestar fi U. S. que el Presi- 
dente de la Republica considera que los principios establecidos en dicha 
Declaracion, no solamente son de estricta justicia, sino que pueden ser al 
mismo tiempo, una garantia en favor de las Naciones debiles, por lo 
cual S. E. con el acuerdo unanime de su consejo de ICstado, presta con 
satisfaccion, su asentimiento formal 4 los principios importantes con- 
tenidos en la Declaracion hecha el 16 de Abril ult", por el (iongreso de 
Paris.* 

Wherefore, I have since handed him, M*" Marcy's answer to M*^ Sartiges' 
despatch, on this question, with a view, to enlighten his understanding on 
the subject. 

Respectfully, I am. Sir, [etc.]. 

*[transi.ation] 

In reply I have the honor to say to Your Lordship that the President 
of the Republic considers that the principles laid down in that declara¬ 
tion not only strictly conform to justice but also that they are capable of 
affording a guaranty for weak nations, wherefore His hixcellency, with 
the unanimous concurrence of his Council of State, is glad to give his 
express assent to the important principles contained in the Declaration 
made on April 16 last by the Congress of Paris. 


Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to William L. 

Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, January 3 , 1857. 

The Undersigned Charge d’Affaires of Costa Rica, has the honor, by order 
of his Government, to address the Honorable M Marcy, Secretary of State 
of the United States, enclosing to him the annexed decree,^ by which the 
Government of Costa Rica declares the blockade of the port of San Juan del 
Sur and prohibits the navigation of the river San Juan del Norte, pending 
hostilities against the invaders of Central America. 

The Undersigned hopes that, by this time, the forces of Costa Rica and 
of her allies will have placed themselves in due position to enforce the decree 
referred to; and that the enlightened Government of the United States will 
view this measure, of imperious necessity, in no other light than in that of the 
exercise of a perfect right, on the part of the States of Central America, 
against the immoral and traitorous undertakings of free-booting. 

Had it been possible, in the United States, and through the action of their 
own authorities, to prevent the repeated and scandalous violation of the 
laws of neutrality; and had not the present Transit Company been the fore¬ 
runner—the manifest accomplice—and the most powerful auxiliary of the 
free-booting expedition; the Government of Costa Rica, out of respect for 
American interests, would not have decreed a suspension of the transit 
through Nicaragua. The inevitable consequences of this measure are to be 
exclusively ascribed to those, who, infringing international right, the laws of 
the United States and those of Central America, have, in the midst of peace, 
attacked inoffensive states, the constant study of which has been and still is 
to cultivate and corroborate the relations of friendship, which bind them to 
the Great Republic of the North. 

The Undersigned flatters himself with a belief in the final triumph of right 
over might; but he cannot close this note without asking anew, in the name of 
humanity, of law and of the friendly relations, which exist between Costa 
Rica and the United States, that the Federal Government may be pleased to 
provide such measures as shall prevent the infraction of law, under frivolous 
pretences, and effectually put an end to the recruiting, gathering and expedit¬ 
ing of reinforcements, the means and auxiliaries of every kind, which are 
incessantly collected in the United States and sent, from their ports, against 
Central America. 

The Undersigned will not believe that the violations, of which he com¬ 
plains, cannot be averted; nor can he doubt that, the Hon; Secretary of 
State of the United States, with his acknowledged ability and integrity, will 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, 
to William L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 23 Guatemala City, January 16, 1857. 

Sir: Herewith enclosed you will find Copy of a Declaration ® of the Provi¬ 
sional Government of Nicaragua, annulling all acts or resolutions of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Nicaragua, emitted from November 4th 1855 to June 12th 1856 
including the period, during which W“ Walker is said to have exercised cer¬ 
tain influence over the action of Patricio Rivas, the provisional President. 

In the Official Gazette of Honduras N° 68 of December 30th 1856 which 
accompanies this, is inserted a decree of the Government of Costa Rica, 
interdicting the Navigation of the River San Juan del Norte, for all classes of 
vessels, so long as hostilities continue against the invaders of the land, also 
declaratory of the Blockade of the port of San Juan del Sur. 

By the latest advices received here, it appears, that the Government of 
Costa Rica, has latterly sent 2000 men to Nicaragua, for the expulsion of W" 
Walker, and that the Steam Boats for the conveyance of passengers up the 
river San Juan, had all been captured by the Costa Rican forces. 

Understanding that there is now no Minister of the United States at Nica¬ 
ragua, I deem it proper to transmit the documents for your information. 

Respectfully, I am [etc.]. 
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JohnH. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to William L. 
Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, February 24, iSf/. 

Sir: I had the honour to state in my note of the 19*^ of December last,^ 
in reply to yours of the 17*^,® that the subject (viz my resignation) should 
receive my earliest attention. 

Since that time; from severe disease brought on from residing in Central 
America in the faithful discharge of my duty to the best of my ability, I have 

1 Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received March 30 . 

* Not mcluded in this publication. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua, vol. 2. Received February 25 

\ ^"cljided in this publication, since its purport is here sufficiently shown. 

* Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1076. 



am tar Irom being relieved. 1 his has delayed my answering your note. In 
your Dispatch N" 32 dated 27‘*‘ Sep* last ^ I was summoned by direction of 
the President to return to the United States, and apprize the Department of 
my arrival. 

I obeyed promptly these instructions. On calling to see you at the De¬ 
partment a long conversation occured. I beg leave to remind you of what 
did occur at this the only interview, which took place on Friday the 21st of 
November last. 

You expressed your disapprobation of my visit to General Corral bearing 
the propositions of the Citizens of Granada and General Walker; My official 
reception of Don Patricio Rivis [Rivas] as President of Nicaragua without in¬ 
structions from the State Department you also disapproved of; Also my 
Dispatch communicating the decree of the Supreme Government admitting 
the institution of Slavery as tolerated while Nicaragua was a Spanish Colony; 
and you concluded the conversation by stating that the President was ready 
to receive my resignation. 

This proposition to resign, as you are aware from my manner, was un¬ 
expected at the time to me, and on my not replying immediately to your 
proposition you stated that you “would be glad to know at an early day what 
my decision was.” 

I replyed that I did not desire by any course of mine to embarrass the 
President who had always been so kind to me, and would consult certain 
friends and advise you of the result. 

Without detailing at this time the result of this consultation with these 
friends I deem it sufficient to say that after considering the positions as stated 
above by you, they do not afford sufficient reasons for me at this time to 
adopt your suggestion that I should resign my commission; and have there¬ 
fore decided not to do so. 

I have the honour [etc.]. 
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John H. Wheeler, United States Minister Resident in Nicaragua, to Franklin 
Pierce, President of the United States ^ 

Washington, March 2, iSfy. 

Sir: From the present state of affairs existing in the Republic of Nicara¬ 
gua, diplomatic relations have ceased; under these circumstances, I re¬ 
spectfully tender to you, my resignation as Minister Resident near that 
Republic. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



Antonio Jose de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Mtmster to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, May 28, 1857. 

Ex: Sir: About the middle of October of last year, I addressed the Secre¬ 
tary of State ^ your immediate predecessor, informing him that the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua had appointed me its Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the United States. On the 28*1^ of the same month, I was 
answered by Secretary Marcy ^ that this Government could not receive me as 
Minister from Nicaragua, as there was a party, in that country, which con¬ 
tested the Authority of President Don Patricio Rivas. 

As the party alluded to was no other than that, then created by 
Walker and backed by some few hundreds of foreigners and as such a party 
has ceased to exist; I have deemed it my duty to address you, through this 
note, with the request to be informed whether my reception can now take 
place; a reception which I hold to be necessary for the adjustment of matters, 
already too long held in suspense between the two countries. 

I improve this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances 
[etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Sloop of War Decatur. 

Private & Confidential Off Panama, June 7, 18J7. 

Sir: . . . There is no doubt in my mind that the authorities & people of 
Costa Rica are at this time exceedingly disposed to cultivate the good will of 
the United States. They have at this time possession of the entire transit 
route, & they declare their intention to maintain their claim to it. With this 
view they are strengthening the military posts on both sides of the river. 
How far this will interfere with the real interests of the United States may 
perhaps be better determined by the administration after the information I 
may be able to collect shall have been reported. The Costa Ricans are a 
much superior people to the Nicaraguans, & maintain the steadiest govern¬ 
ment & most prosperous condition of any in Central America. Is it not pos- 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received May 30. 

2 Above, this part, October 16, 1856, doc. 1368. 

® Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1075. 



on tne iransit, oi uie superior ^tate, <S: especially it it stiall show a disposition 
to encourage the Americanization of the Country? 

Whatever sympathy may be felt for General Walker & his brave command, 
& whatever feeling they may be able to raise in their behalf at home, I ven¬ 
ture to rely that there will not be allowed to leave for the scene of the late 
difficulties any private hostile expedition, at least until I shall have been 
heard from after my arrival in the Country, as it would certainly destroy any 
influence that might otherwise be exercised. 

As I stated in my former letter I should do, I sent a note to Commodore 
Paulding, with the provisional order which I brought to him from the Navy 
Department, & he has informed me in reply that the “Cyane” would go 
immediately to San Juan del Norte, (& I learn that she has gone) & that 
there were there "a hundred & fifty of Walker’s men” & others coming 
down. At both ends of the transit route, therefore, our unhappy country¬ 
men will find the means of escape. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Tomds Martinez and General Mdximo Jerez, Presidents of Nicaragua, to James 
Buchanan, President of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, July 27, 1857. 

Sie: After the events, which, in the month of May 1854, sowed, over the 
surface of the Republic, the deadly seeds of discord, which subsequently 
brought forth, for all its inhabitants, a bitter harvest of relentless passions 
and of every kind of disasters, the Provisional Government of Don Patricio 
Rivas came up—a government, which, with all the outward appearances 
of an impartial rule, suggested temporary hopes to the Nicaraguans and 
induced them to think that they had reached the term of their misfortunes. 
And, indeed, the previous record of M- Rivas and the circumstances which 
compelled him to take the lead of the administration, envolved, to a certain 
extent, great elements of order, calculated to be advantageously expanded, 
had the foreign forces, which were then under the command of M- William 
Walker, been limited to their original numbers and had they yielded due sub¬ 
ordination to Public order, in a country to which they had been called, as 
Auxiliaries, by an untried and inexperienced party. But this force went on 
in an extraordinary and progressive increase. In like proportion, insubordi¬ 
nation and audacity went on increasing, until they reached such a point. 



that, on the 12*^ of June, ’56, William Walker notified Sehor Rivas that the 
Power should be invested in his own person, constituting, from that time, a 
horde of robbers and outlaws, who, in the broad light of day, without the 
slightest restraint or shame, committed every kind of depredation and crime, 
the enormities of which, the peaceful and kindly disposed inhabitants of Cen¬ 
tral America could never have given to their imagination to conceive. But 
none of those outrages could have matched the still greater outrage of having 
had himself, in the city of Granada, proclaimed, by his vandal followers, as 
President of the Republic, in the midst of a defenceless people handed over to 
the horrors of pillage, of the scaffold, and lastly to the conflagration of their 
domestic hearths. 

The parties, between which the Republic was divided, soon came to a full 
realisation of the importance and of the consequences of such a deed. From 
that moment they lost no time in bringing about an union among themselves, 
through the agreement of the 12*.^ of September, and, leaving the Presidency 
in the hands of Rivas, whose term of office was fast verging to its close, 
they concentrated all their thoughts on the common defence and the salva¬ 
tion of the country. The day at last dawned, when, freed from those 
iniquitous usurpers, they turned their attention to the re-organization of the 
country. As, however, the germs of past discords were still alive among 
them, such re-organization looked like an impossibility, without some 
previous measure that should reconcile contending opinions and reduce, 
under a single power, all the inhabitants of the State. This measure, taken 
on the 12*.** day of June ult: and resulting in the abdication of power, made by 
Rivas, into the hands of the Undersigned, as the chiefs of each of the two 
parties, restored general confidence and universal peace. 

Under the influence of so promising a disposition of the public mind, the 
populations are about to be called on to proceed with the elections, so that 
the Supreme Authorities of this Republic may be duly declared. 

Meantime, however, we have deemed that great interests, of reciprocal 
advantage to the Republics of the United States and of Nicaragua, commend 
themselves to the attention of both governments. Now, as Sen • Don Antonio 
Jose de Irisarri has, since last year, been in the United States, as Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of Nicaragua and to that effect 
appointed by Senor Rivas; and as that gentleman has, not only, not forfeited 
the trust, which our predecessor had reposed in his great abilities, but he 
has also given us reason to place the highest estimate on those abilities, we 
have ratified and we hereby ratify the said appointment of Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of M^ Irissari, so that, with plenary 
DOwers to reoresent this crnvprnmpnt hp mnir prinpluMo hm+u +1-10 


wcnjuine, Lu ic<-cive saiu gentleman, as minister rienipotentiary and Jbnvoy 
Extraordinary and that you will award full credit to all that he may propose 
in his official character. 

We beg your acceptance of our best wishes [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

San Jose, Costa Rica, August j, 1857. 

Sir: ... I. The State of Costa Rica intends to reassert, & does re¬ 
assert, a claim to the joint ownership of the Lakes & river which form the 
Nicaragua transit. The present government of Nicaragua is necessarily the 
creature of Costa Rica, & will probably assent to its claim. A treaty has 
been made, under the auspices of Gen^ Cahas (now the Costa Rica Com¬ 
mander on the Nicaragua line), but is not yet confirmed by this government 
because it reserves to Nicaragua an interest in the port of “Salinas.” The 
Salinas Bay is understood to be the proper terminus on the Pacific side of the 
Nicaragua transit. Hence it is important. It is undoubtedly an excellent 
harbor, which San Juan del Sur is not. On my way to the Northern States 
of the Isthmus I propose to go to Salinas Bay, with a view to know what its 
fitness may be for a naval rendevous; as I assume that everything relating to 
the coast will be interesting. 

As to the merits of the “boundary question,” a good deal can be said in 
justice on both sides, i.e. by Nicaragua (if she were now disposed as formerly), 
& by Costa Rica. I think it is in the power of the United States to settle it, 
& as the arguments are so nearly balanced as to the respective rights of the 
two parties, I think our government ought to look at the whole matter 
merely as a question of policy on its part. To which State it shall incline I 
will not undertake to express an opinion till I shall have visited & felt the 
pulse of Nicaragua. As for this State, it may as well be said at once, its 
government & principal people hate us with the intensity that jealousy, envy 
& fear necessarily create. But the government of the United States can af¬ 
ford to disregard that, & act on higher motives. Undoubtedly the State of 
Costa Rica presents in Contrast to Nicaragua & other States stability & order 
of government, & industry & thrift among its people. This may be a con¬ 
sideration: Perhaps Nicaragua may be brought to the same condition. It 



2. me war maae oy uiis otatc uu iNn-ctj-agua— j- 
on the Americans in Nicaragua —was without provocation, & unjustifiable. 
Here, if any where, I would learn of the reasons which could have justified 
it. There were no reasons. The motives, as I judge, were two: jealousy of 
the ingress & consequent dominancy, of a superior race; secondly, the asser¬ 
tion of the line of the San Juan river & Lake Nicaragua as the boundary of 
the State, so that the (very much exaggerated) advantages of the transit 
might accrue to her, in part, if not wholly. 

Of course, I have not expressed these sentiments, but constantly repre¬ 
sented that the good will of our government is to all the American States 
especially, & that it has no purpose toward them except to conduce to their 
prosperity. As I know this to be the fact, both as regards the government & 
people of the United States, I state it on proper occasions. 

This State has acceded to the treaty of Peru, Ecuador, as you will see 
by the extracts sent.^ It is not important. The elements of Union do not 
exist, & cannot be created by a piece of paper. It is only to be regretted, in 
fact, that the countries which we call “Spanish America” are not capable 
of a confederation of purpose & strength, & hence the responsibilities of the 
continent thrown on the United States. 

The Commerce of this State (Costa Rica) is important to the United 
States, for it will give us of superior quality two articles of common use— 
coffee & tobacco. The coffee is superior to any except Mocha, & it is hardly 
behind that. The tobacco, if as well prepared, is equal to Cuban. On these 
points, & the routes by W’hich the people of the United States may receive 
this trade, I will communicate further; on fuller examination. 

In population this State is very weak. I think loo.ooo is the extent. The 
war against the “filibusters,” as they called them, decimated the working 
population, besides ravages of women, children & superanuated. For a 
State so small the public works that have been made are extraordinary, & 
also the private enterprise. You will have details. 

I shall have the hope that until I shall have an opportunity to communi¬ 
cate with the Department from Nicaragua direct, no ‘‘ expedition ” will have 
left for Isthmian America, & that the government will not, on the other hand, 
have entered into any arrangement for the “security" (which means the 
non-occupation by Americans) of the Nicaraguan route. 

WTien I left Washington, I supposed I might make this journey in four to 


,0.3^ enclosures, referred to, were, First, a copy of the Cr^nica de Costa Rica, of Tuly li 
185, in which were printed, in Spanish, the letters of July 8 and July 9, exchanged between 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica and the Chilean Chirk d'Affa¥es in cTsta 
cLlf: of Costa Rica’s adherence to the triaty of union between 

SSs <fuhte penwritten EngTuhIrns- 


AUli 1. LKJ LUC lUCCUllg Ui V^UllglCbb. 

Allow me again to ask attention to the necessity of keeping an open com¬ 
munication, & of vessels of war to touch at the different points on either coast. 
Most respectfully, Sir, [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, August 14, 18$7. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala 
and of Salvador, has the honor, through this note, of stating to the Honorable 
Secretary of State, as he did some ten days ago, that on the very day of his 
arrival here he received an official communication, from the Government of 
Nicaragua, by which, under date of May last, he is instructed to obtain the 
re-opening of the passage between the Atlantic and the Pacific, across that 
isthmus. But as a measure of this importance cannot be conveniently 
adopted without the mutual consent of the governments of the United States 
and of Nicaragua; the Undersigned hopes that the Secretary of State will be 
pleased to submit, to His Excellency, the President of the United States, the 
urgent necessity, on the part of both Republics, for a free interchange of 
diplomatic relations; to which there can now be no such obstacle as that 
which presented itself to the late administration in the shape of the existence 
of two governments, in one and the same country. The Undersigned hopes 
to be recognized as Minister of Nicaragua, in order that he may have it in 
his power to proceed in the adjustment of those matters, which were in¬ 
terrupted between the two republics. 

The Undersigned, therefore, tenders to the Secretary of State [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, August 24, 1857. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala 
and of Salvador, has the honor of communicating to the Honorable, the Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States, that a messenger of the Government of 



The new administration of that Republic is, in the day, entrusted to the 
most influential men, of both parties, who divide public opinion in the coun¬ 
try; they are General Martinez, the leader of the Legitimists and General 
Jerez, the head of the Democracy, whose functions are to continue until the 
Presidential election will have taken place, in pursuance of the Constitution 


of the Republic. 

This measure was deemed essential to the preservation of domestic peace, 
in the midst of a crisis such as that to which the people of Nicaragua were 
exposed after the convulsions caused by the freebooters. This course held 
out, to the two parties, an assurance of greater efficacy, that there would be 
no reason to apprehend the influence of Power, in the elections, in favor of 
one or of the other diverging opinion in the field. Thus it was, that concord 
was restored in that country and that the existing Duumvirate of Generals 
Martinez and Jerez was unanimously assented to and approved by the whole 
population of that Republic and of other portions of Central America. 

The Undersigned has also received the approval of the contract, which he 
settled, on the 19*.^ of June of the current year, with the America Atlantic and 
Pacific Canal Company, altering some of the stipulations contained in the 
former contract, closed on the 27*.^ of August 1849, and brought under the 
notice of this Government. All that is now wanting, in order that the re¬ 
opening of the transit across the Isthmus shall begin to work its effects, is 
that this new contract should be put under the guaranties of said Govern¬ 
ment, 

Availing himself of this occasion, the Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Private and confidential Washington, August 27, iSfy. 

Sir: I had the honor of informing you in the course of our last conversa¬ 
tion, that the Company which is to re-open the interoceanic communication 
through the Isthmus of Nicaragua, cannot commence their labors before 
they obtain the guarantee of this Government, as per the stipulations of their 
contract with the Government of Nicaragua. I did also inform you that 
said contract being almost the same as that which was made with the Ameri- 

1 Above, this part, July 27, 1856, doc. 1382. 

2 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received August 27. 


in tne L-iayton-cuiwer treaty, the case may arrive when, at the time or asking 
the same guarantee from England, the British Government may pretend to 
settle the difficulties occasioned by their usurpation from Nicaragua of the 
territory of Grey town, by offering to make to Nicaragua a cession similar to 
that of the Islands of Honduras Bay. I am obliged to resist any transaction 
on this point, which is not based on the delivery to Nicaragua of what 
indisputably belongs to her, with the entire, perfect and unlimited sovereign¬ 
ity that on that territory was exercised by the Kings of Spain. 

I did not then mention the reasons of Nicaragua for rejecting a contract 
of that nature with England, as our conversation could not be as long as was 
necessary for this object, which I will do in this confidential letter. 

If Nicaragua cannot have over Greytown the same power as over the rest 
of the Republic; if she cannot oblige the inhabitants of Greytown to contrib¬ 
ute, as all the other Nicaraguans, to the defence of the country, and to the 
payment of the necessary and indispensable contributions for the support of 
the Government, the sovereignity would be but a burden and a great evil for 
the Nation. The inhabitants of Greytown would, in fact, be perfect stran¬ 
gers to Nicaragua; with a Government of their own, and without any de¬ 
pendency from the executive, legislative or judicial powers of Nicaragua, 
they would, by their acts, compromise the Republic at any time they should 
chose to do so, placing her under the necessity of answering to foreign na¬ 
tions for acts on which Nicaragua had no control, and no power to prevent. 
I therefore consider it far better that Greytown should remain under the 
British influence existing to-day rather than to enter into stipulations similar 
to those of the treaty between Honduras and Great Britain, as one day may 
arrive when all these questions can be settled according to the principles of 
equity and justice, and that occasion would be lost, by sanctioning now what 
might be later of worse consequences to the security of that country, 

I propose these considerations to your meditation, as the views of the 
British Government being such as I have mentioned, it might be better to 
prescind of [^^c] the question of the territory usurped by Great Britain to 
Nicaragua, under the pretext of protecting the supposed King of Musquitoes, 
and simply to propose the guarantee of that Government for the safe and free 
transit through that Isthmus, 

As my health has been impaired during my residence in this City, I intend 
to return to Brooklyn on the 28^1* inst. There I will be highly pleased to 
receive your orders, and your advice in this matter, wherein the United 
States are as much interested as the States of Central America. 

My residence is in Brooklyn, n- 8o State St. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



Antonio Josi de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Private & confidential New York, September 2, 1857' 

Dear Sir: In your letter of the 28*?* August last ^ you state your opinion 
that you think it will be better to defer any consideration of the matters 
alluded to in my letter of the 27*^ August last ® until the diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Nicaragua are fully reestablished, an event 
which you state you hope will soon take place. You request me that if 
there are any serious objections to this delay I should make them known 
to you. 

I propose to consider the subject in the only aspects in which I think it can 
practically present itself to the consideration of your government, and sub¬ 
mit the whole matter to your superior judgment. 

In the first place I must inform you that after considerable difficulty I 
have induced the government of Nicaragua to ratify and confirm condition¬ 
ally to the American Atlantic & Pacific Ship Canal Company the grant or 
privilege conceded for the transit from one ocean to the other across the 
Nicaraguan Territory; and this ratification has been obtained under certain 
amendments beneficial to the Company, suggested by the latter & with which 
the said Company express themselves perfectly satisfied.—My position as 
accredited Minister of Nicaragua & as the duly recognized Minister of 
Guatemala & Salvador in the United States has enabled me to accomplish 
this against the strenuous opposition & strong influence of Costa Rica, 
exerted chiefly through Gen- Canas, the Costa Rican General who is quite 
popular in Nicaragua— I have also represented to the aforesaid three States 
who have appointed me their Minister Plenipotentiary respectively in the 
U. States that a perfect understanding with the United States and a treaty 
of protection between the U. S.—& Nicaragua to guarantee the free and un¬ 
interrupted use of the transit to all the world against all commotions or at¬ 
tempts internal or external was a matter of the first necessity to Nicaragua 
and the whole of Central America— I have succeeded in persuading the three 
governments of the truth of this proposition which to my mind is undeniable. 
But it will not escape your sagacity that my efforts have been strenuously 
opposed by Costa Rica and the foreign influence which is there exerted— My 
government therefore has authorized me to ratify and confirm the grant to 
the American Atlantic & Pacific Ship Canal Company on the supposition, as 
I take it, that the United States by entering into a treaty of protection in 
favor of the transit route will thus directly or indirectly sanction the step 
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tion— In the treaty, if deemed advisable, England and other European 
powers may join— But to simplify matters I would propose that for the 
present a special treaty of protection only should be entered into, without 
taking into account other matters that may afterwards be taken into con¬ 
sideration— I am willing and ready to enter into such a treaty with the 
U. States only immediately after my recognition by your government; 
England and other powers may come in or not—If they do I propose to omit 
all other matters beyond the securing of a free and uninterrupted transit 
through Nicaraguan Territory to the whole commerce of the world— I 
would not and cannot disguise that this would be a matter of the greatest 
importance to the future prosperity of Nicaragua both pecuniarily and on 
account of its tendency to consolidate the social and political condition of 
Nicaragua and it may be of the whole of Central America— On this account 
and to prevent the constant recurrence of political jealousies and troubles 
between these interesting States I have labored constantly and to the best of 
my ability to persuade Nicaragua and the two other States whom I represent 
that my views were correct— I have succeeded—and am now authorized 
to ratify & confirm the grant (which had been considered as forfeited & null) 
to the primary American C" or to some other company as I may judge proper 
under certain conditions; but I deem that a ratification of the old grant or the 
giving of a new charter or privilege to some new American C“ would be of very 
little value unless sanctioned and protected by treaty— 

As you know I was appointed and accredited by the former Rivas govern¬ 
ment to your government—I have since been accredited by the new govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua represented by Generals Martinez and Jerez who by the 
common consent of all parties are the executive and constitute the govern¬ 
ment de facto— There is not one single individual in arms against the govern¬ 
ment. Shall this happy moment and opportunity be suffered perhaps to 
escape without settling at once this important question? Who can answer 
what influence Costa Rica may finally exert on Nicaragua through her 
gratitude, necessities or otherwise; who can answer for the views and opinions 
of the new Executive that may be elected? May not new revolutions and 
complications arise in Nicaragua? May not my powers be revoked? May 
not a new Minister from Nicaragua, in case of my death or recall, entertain 
very different views from mine, or representing only one of the Central 
AmericaA^ States may he not want the necessary facilities and influence to 
complete the great object of a safe and free transit secured by common 
consent to the Pacific? 

Even now Costa Rica is urging Nicaragua & pressing her hard to settle and 
niipstinn nf bnnndaries: which of course, vou know, Sir, means that 


her to hold to her just rights; but shall I succeed under the pressure? 

I think therefore for the reasons which I set forth that delays are dangerous 
to the best interests both of Nicaragua and the United States I think as 
good an opportunity as the present will never again present itself certainly 
not a better one—& the suggestions of prudence cannot be misunderstood 
Of course I shall be happy to receive your views on this matter and you 
will believe me Sir, when I say that I entertain the highest opinion of your 
judgment and long experience in these matters. 

Very respectfully, your ob^ Servt. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

PuNTA Arenas, of the Pacific, September 5, i8sy. 

Sir: On the 7*.*^ of August in a letter from Cartago ^ I had the honor to 
write to you that on the previous 7*'.’' I had a conversation with the President 
of this state in which several subjects of interest were mentioned and on 

^ Special Agents, vol. 20. Received October 5. 

2 The letter of August 7, apparently, did not reach the Department. At least, it was not 
found in the manuscript volume. Below, however, are excerpts from letters of September 2, 
and 5, 1857, apparently addressed to the Secretary of State, which discuss, in a not very 
lucid manner, difficulties that Jones had encountered in establishing his official character, 
and entering into conversations with the Costa Rican authorities. Apparently, he refers to 
the same conference which, here, he says, hazily, he had, in his letter of August 7th, reported 
had occurred “ on the previous 7th.” In the omitted portion of the first of the two following 
communications, he told, in great detail, of making arrangements for his interview with the 
President of Costa Rica, and of his spirited correspondence with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs who refused to recognise his official character. Fourteen enclosures support his ac¬ 
count. The real cause, or an important contributory cause, appears to have been his em- 
plo3mient of a Walker refugee named Strobel, mentioned in the second of the following 
excerpts: 

William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States 

[extract] 

San Jos6, Costa Rica, Sepiemher 2 , 1857. 

Sir: ... I went in company with the American Consul MT Hine, and was received 
with apparent warmth by the President. I explained why, in the disturbed and (when 
I left Washington) unknown state of affairs in the States of Central America, the gov¬ 
ernment of the United States had sent a person to consult and communicate, rather than 
m negociate, and hence why I had addressed myself directly to him instead of the 
Department. The President expressed himself much gratified, and especially as the 
appointment had been made before it was known in Washington that the war in Nica¬ 
ragua was concluded. The subsequent interviews and intercourse that I had with the 
President and the Secretary are set forth in a separate letter which I have the honor to 
address to you herewith. [Probably the one, above, of September i8s7. to which 
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which the President requested me to communicate to him in writing, merely- 
stating points. I did not in that letter enter into particulars because I was 
doubtful whether the letter would reach the Department. The suggestion 
of the President I did not agree to, because I was not authorized to negotiate, 
only to inquire and inform, and perhaps lay the foundation for negotiations. 
The President suggested of himself the supposition that a belief prevailed in 
the United States that this state was under the influence of the goverment 
[&ic] of Great Britain and France in preference to the United States; and 
declared it to be a mistake. That both the goverment and people of Costa 
Rica were “Muy aficionadas’’—most kindly disposed, to the United States; 
and referred, as in my instructions, to the fact of their being the elder Re¬ 
public of the Continent, and in advance of the rest, as a reason why this state 
should have especial regard for them and look to them for sympathy and aid. 
Finally he suggested or intimated the idea of a “protectorate” either tacit 
or expressed of the United States over this Republic. I looked at this rather 
as a ruse to find out my ideas or rather the ideas of the goverment at Wash- 


William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States 

[extracts] 

PuNTA Arenas, on the Pacific, September 5,1857. 

Sir: I arrived at tills port to-day from the Capital, whence I had previously sent my 
letter of 2 inst under the aprehension that the steamer might pass. 

Of course, after the letter of the Minister of Foreign Relations last referred to in my com¬ 
munication of the 2".'*, I did not have any further communications either with the Presi¬ 
dent or Secretary, in respect of the relations which had existed, or of the rights of Strobel. 
But I did not forget, however, that it was my duty not to have any misunderstanding if 
it could properly be prevented, and accordingly called the same afternoon on the Secre¬ 
tary of War & Hicienda [Hacienda] Senor Escalante with whom I had been and re¬ 
mained on excellent terms, and said to him that I regretted the extreme measure this 
government had thought proper to take and especially at a moment when it was in¬ 
formed that I had been just directed by the government of the United States to commu¬ 
nicate with this government on important points: . . . 

In reperusing the despatch with which you honored me, under date of 30*-'’ July 
[Above, part l, this volume.—Ed.], and considering the informal character and large 
discretion of the commission entrusted to me, I thought that it was still proper that this 
government should understand something, either formally or informally, of the views of 
the Department at Washington, and accordingly had a considerable conversation with 
Senor Escalante at his house, where I had the satisfacion of feeling constantly at liberty 
to visit. When the transit was mentioned the Hon. Minister said it was not considered 
by Costa Rica a matter of great importance, beyond the necessity of maintaining what the 
state belived to be its just rights. . . . The whole conversation, however, only con¬ 
vinced me that their dislike to enter on the subject of the transit route at all, was a 
distant hope that the United States would concur in their late assumed charter of it, 
and they recive the money promised. I have reason to belive that the same mail 
that brought the despatch to me of the 30‘.‘‘ July brought letters from Mr. Molina 

nn the satne snEiprl- vvliinh has .alarmed the cmvernment here. 
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PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 


ington. I replied that I should be glad to communicate to the Department 
any suggestions he might make to that effect, and I was sure they would be 
kindly if not favorably received. I then intimated to his Excellency the 
desirableness to the United States of a naval dep6t on the coast of Central 
America, and that there was [sic] ports in the limits of this State adapted to 
the purpose (This is a subject that is not mentioned in my written instruc¬ 
tions but was brought to my attention in my last conversation in the De¬ 
partment). The President replied with apparant earnestness that he did 
not "perceive any difficulty in the matter”; that his own views would be 
in its favor; and specially requested me on this point to communicate to him 
in writing. That was waived however. The conversation then passed to 
the advantageous position of Costa Rica in respect of having in a small com¬ 
pass of territory the ability to produce almost every article of human 
consumption, and of superior quality, and so near to either ocean and with so 
trifling land carriage, that the market might be chosen both for sale and 
purchase. The President jumped at the conclusion that I was referring to 
the importance to this state of a Port at the mouth of the San Juan on the 
Atlantic, and referred again to the advantages which this state hoped to reap 
from the friendship of the United States and a "peaceful immigration” of 
their citizens and the introduction of their enterprise. The President re¬ 
ferred specially also to the gratification he had in the belief that the present 
administration was opposed to all " filibusterism ” and friendly to the lesser 
and somewhat dependent states of the Continent. 

The conclusion was an invitation to come again to converse on the same 
matters at an early day. 

In all this so pertinent to the subject matter, the President did not allude 
to the decree or his intention to issue it for the expulsion from the state of all 
who had been engaged in the "ranks of Walker,” and which have the same 
date (7* August). About an hour after, I heard of it; though it was not 
issued untill Sunday niorning the 9*A For the purpose of seeing it, and 
forwarding it to the Department by the first opportunity I delayed an in¬ 
tended visit to Cartago and sent it thence with the note before mentioned 
of the lo*.*' August, and herewith inclose a duplicate.^ 

The decree itself is an outrage of humanity & decency. If it had been 
intended only for those unfortunates who leift the Nicaraguan ranks on the 
promises of the Costa Rica goverment to protect them, it would have been 
a violation of faith, but not in my opinion such as to call for interferance on 



oi tne United btates, 1 thought them certainly (especially of citizens of the 
United States) to be under their protection as well as the guaranty, and not 
to be subgect to an arbatary [arbitrary?] banishment for the mere reason 
of having been ‘'in the ranks of Walker”. 

The decree you will observe proposes banishment of a class as a class; 
without providing or proposing any means by which the persons included in 
it may be enabled to leave the country; without declaring what shall be the 
alternative or penalty should the decree not be complied with; it is for a 
supposed offence, not committed in the State which proposes to punish it, 
and for an offence, if it were an offence, long passed. The injustice of the 
decree was aggravated by the fact that it was not generally circulated, and 
what circulation it did have was not in a language known to the persons 
whom it was to effect. I considered it moreover not in good faith that the 
President should have not made any mention of it to me in a conversation 
of the same day as its date, on points certian to bring it to his mind, and in 
which a spirit so different from it was assumed. 

However I did not give it any attention as concerned my communications 
with this goverment, but immediatly on my return from Cartago again 
called on the President according to appointment. The same points were 
conversed upon, more at large, and the President proposed that before the 
departure of the next (the present) mail to communicate some definate ideas 
which might be communicated to Washington, and perhaps serve as a basis. 
He suggested that some point in the Salinas Bay would in his opinion answer 
best for the purpose which I had suggested of a naval station. I did not offer 
any objection, but did not forget that Salinas Bay is in the “disputed 
ground”, and the proposed terminus of the lately concluded Costa Rican 
contract for the Nicaraguan transit. The conversation was conducted and 
concluded in an apparently friendly spirit, and with the understanding that 
it would be resumed with the probability that some definate ideas would be 
arrived at by His Excellency in time to be translated to you by this mail. 
It seemed to be the desire of the President, as it was certainly my preference, 
that the subject should be discussed exclusively with him, and that he 
would “communicate them on proper occasions” to the heads of the Depart¬ 
ments. There is not here what is properly called a “cabinat,” as there 
are no general councils or discussions held with the ministry. 

These free communications were broken off as detailed in my letter of 2’^ 
of September,^ and ostensibly for the reason given in the note of the Minister 
of Relations “N^ 58.” and accompanying my letter with the mark “G”.^ 

^ See first excerpt in note 2, p. 596, above, this part. 

2 This note is not included in this publication. The note from the Minister of Foreign 
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their thoughts and desires—Not so much for dominion, as for speculation, in 
a good degree personal; and they wish to hold off and on till the final determa- 
nation of the United States shall be knowen touching the lately concluded 
charter to Webster & Co, and whether the latter will be forthcoming with the 
cash; two hundred and fifty thousand dollars of which the President in the 
conversations before recited told me he expected to recive on the 2o''J‘ 
September instant. 

I can not fail to conclude in my own mind what the conclusion of the gover- 
ment at Washington will be on the subject of that assumed charter, from the 
tenor of the dispatch with which I was honored under date of 30*'’' July last.^ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Henry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 26 Guatemala City, September jo, 18^7. 

Sir: Herewith enclosed, I send a decree of the President of Costa Rica, in 
relation to the projected invasion of William Walker, declaring, any party of 
armed men, under the command of Walker, or his agents, invading any of 
the ports of Costa Rica, or those of the allied States of Central America, shall 
be considered as pirates, and as such, become outlawed. Moreover, the 
article, declares, that all those, who may have served under the banner of 
Walker, and actually residing in the Country, are enjoined to leave it, within 
the space of thirty days, from the date of the publication of said decree; 
excepting any who may be exercising an honest profession, and who may 
obtain, previous permission so to remain, from the Chief of Police. 

This decree has been transmitted to each of the respective Governments of 
Central America for its adoption; but I have not been able to ascertain, if in 
any of the other States, it has been deemed proper, to adopt it or not. I have 
enquired of the Minister of Foreign Relations, of this Republic, whether or 
not, the Government of Guatemala, had, or intended to sanction it, by its 
adoption, and his reply, was, that the President and Ministers, had seen it; 
but owing to the pressure of business, occasioned by an insurrection of the 
Indians, in one of the Departments, to which the President had repaired, it 
had not been decided upon; but if any action be taken thereon, he would 
inform me of it. 

Respectfully, I am [etc.]. 

^ Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1081. 



Antonio Jos^ de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, and Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, September 14, 

The undersigned, minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala 
and of Salvador, and the Charg6 d’Affaires of the Republic of Costa Rica, 
have the honor of bringing to the knowledge of His Excellency the Secretary 
of State that there is no doubt as to the fact that there is now in course of 
preparation, in the Southern Section of the United States, an expedition 
under the orders of Walker, the adventurer; which expedition, according to 
the notices published in the public journals, will sail about the middle of this 
month, or the beginning of the next, bound for Bocas del Toro, where it will 
take the armament, which, now ready in the port of New York, is to be trans¬ 
ported to that point. It is probable that the collecting of the members of 
the expedition and of the armament, at that point, have for their object the 
entrance of these new invaders into Nicaragua through the port of San Juan 
del Norte, since they can have no other point from which they could effect 
such entrance. 

The Undersigned hope that the government of the United States, though 
they may not be able to prevent the embarkation of this expedition, like 
former ones, so publicly and shamelessly proclaimed, will direct that a 
vessel of war of the United States shall prevent the debarkation of these 
aggressors in Bocas del Toro, and give formal orders to the United States’ 
vessel that may be stationed at San Juan del Sur to repel also the landing of 
the expedition along that Coast and to turn them back to the United States 
as violators of their laws and as disturbers of the peace and security of 
friendly nations. 

With highest consideration, the Undersigned have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

PuNTA Arenas, on the Pacific, September 14, 1857. 

Sir; The enclosed note and signatures ® are from the remnants of those 
unfortunate persons who deserted from the ranks of Walker under the 
promises of the Proclamation of President Mora, I have been besieged, 



United iitates. At tneir earnest solicitation, nowevci, x lu lui- 

ward the enclosed; & I will take the liberty to suggest, on my own account, 
& without having conveyed to them, the hope, that I do not think a little 
wholesome expostulation in their behalf either through M- Molina, or 
directly with this government, would be amiss. They are the most de¬ 
plorable looking objects I have ever seen: sick, many; wounded; sore- 
covered; nearly naked; without shelter day or night—they wound the sight 
wherever turned in Punta Arenas. They are also under sentence of banish¬ 
ment by the decree which I have heretofore communicated & remarked on 
to the Department, & at the same time are without any possible means of 
getting away. They are liable, therefore, at any moment, to be thrown 
into prison, or put with the vilest criminals into the chain gang. They are 
mostly Americans by birth—the Europeans who were of the same class hav¬ 
ing mostly found employment in the country, the same prejudice nor jealousy 
not existing against them. I cannot say, however, that among the names 
that I recognize to the paper there is any person who does much honor to the 
country of his birth, or whose return is desirable to it. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Costa Rican Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 


Washington, September 22, 1857. 


The Undersigned Charg 4 d’Affaires de Costa-Rica had yesterday afternoon 
the honor to receive the note of the Hi® General L. Cass, Secretary of State 
of the U. S., under date of the inst,^ communicating to him a copy of the 
additional instructions forwarded, on the 30^^ of July to Mr. W. Carey Jones,® 
U. S. Agent in Central America, wherein the views of his Government are 
stated, respecting the affairs of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, so far as they may 
affect the route from Ocean to Ocean, by the San Juan river, with the request 
that the undersigned would lay it before the Costa Rican Government. 

W ith this request the undersigned shall comply as soon as possible, but it 
is to be regretted that he could give no intelligence on the premises, to his 
Government, by the last steamer, as he vainly waitted until the last 
moment, the communication proffered at the interview of the 161^ inst, and 
he thinks himself in duty bound, in so grave and delicate an affair, merely 


^ Notes from Central America, vol. i. 
■ Above, this vnllimp nt T Ann T/iC', 


Received September 23. 


tions, wnicn me nt" :5ecretary ot btate has been, or will be, pleased to address 
to him, reserving the rights of Costa Rica, and waitting for instructions. 

All the expressions of due regard to the sovereign rights of the Central 
American States; and all the friendly feelings, or motives assigned for the 
course which the President of the U. S. has deemed it proper to adopt, will 
be fully apreciated by Costa Rica, who has given, and is always ancious 
to give, proofs of amity and deference to the U. S., asking only for 
justice at their hands. 

The undersigned takes pleasure [etc.]. 
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J. B. Purroy, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, September 22, 1857. 

Sir: Yesterday I had an interview with Mr. Appleton and I then ex¬ 
plained to him fully all that Mr. Irisarri, the Minister from Nicaragua, had 
desired me to submit to you respecting the present situation of Nicaragua, 
threatened by a new invasion of citizens of the United States, the recognition 
of her government by the United States and the proposed treaty of protec¬ 
tion to the transit across Nicaragua from one ocean to the other. Mr. 
Appleton promised me to inform you of all I said on these subjects, and I 
therefore will now call iyour attention to those points only which Mr. 
Irisarri especially requested me to explain or submit to you. 

As to the joint Presidency of Generals Martinez and Jerez it has been 
formed in Nicaragua by the common consent and with the approbation of all 
parties. It was considered the only possible means of securing union be¬ 
tween all classes of citizens, internal peace and exemption from the attacks 
of her foreign invaders who have sought first to promote and then to avail 
themselves of political differences and contentions in Nicaragua. The two 
leading parties in that country are represented in the Executive branch of 
her government; and who may justly condemn a measure which has united 
all her citizens and secured domestic Peace? The present government of 
Nicaragua is a government de facto and more than sufficient time has elapsed 
to show that all the nation has accepted it. It has been recognized by the 
other Central-American States by the Republic of Chile, where a Charg6 
d’Affaires now represents Nicaragua, and by other South American States. 
At the General Congress of the Spanish American Republics, which is soon 
to be held at San Josd of Costa Rica, Nicaragua will be represented. 


have taken place in June last has been postponed under the threat of a new 
and important invasion of fillibusters from the United States, and Mr. Irisarri 
himself has written to Nicaragua advising that no election should take place 
under the present circumstances. It is therefore extremely uncertain when 
an election of President will be had in Nicaragua. 

Mr. Irisarri has very lately received despatches informing him that if 
he is not received as Minister from Nicaragua by this government and if no 
hope exists of making a treaty of protection of the transit route across 
Nicaragua, he will be required to attend the General Congress of Central 
and South American States which is soon to convene at San Josd. 

It becomes the duty of Mr. Irisarri under existing circumstances to en¬ 
quire of you if the recognition of the government of Nicaragua and the 
reception of a Minister from that country by the United States will depend 
on the election of a new President. Mr. Irisarri begs you. Sir, to communi¬ 
cate to him the resolution of the United States Cabinet on this subject in 
order that he may notify the Government of Nicaragua as soon as possible. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio Joside Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, September 2$, 18^7. 

Sir: Finding myself somewhat indisposed on the 19* instant, I com¬ 
missioned M- Purroy to state to you what he verbally communicated, on the 
2i®.‘ to M^ Appleton, the assistant Secretary, and to you, in person and in 
writing on the 22^,2 and subsequently word of mouth. Finding my health 
improved, I took up my line of travel, on the 21®*, for the city of Washington, 
going through such short stages of my journey as the state of my health 
allowed; and, from this cause, I met with M- Purroy, in Baltimore, returning 
from Washington, when he told me that, upon his intimation to you that I 
desired a written answer as to: whether the recognition of the government of 
Nicaragua and the reception of her Minister were to depend on the election 
of a new President; your Excellency was pleased to say to him that you would 
answer me on the following day, namely the 23'^ instant. In consequence of 
this I returned, from Baltimore, to my place of residence, hoping to find your 
answer here; merely receiving, however, your note of the 23'^,® through which 
you invite me to come to Washington for the purpose of having a personal 
interview with me. 

T_c 1 , .. ... 


for the purpose of conference on Nicaraguan affairs, my health was seriously 
affected and I have noticed that the climate is no way favorable to its 
sounder condition. I, therefore, earnestly beg of you to have the kindness 
to communicate to me, in writing, whatever may be your pleasure in the 
premises. When my presence, in Washington, may be deemed indispen¬ 
sable; I shall proceed there to put myself at your Excellency’s orders, and 
should the intent of your note of the 23^ be to call me, to be immediately 
recognized as Minister of Nicaragua and to be presented to the President, I 
shall override all obstacles and attend at Washington. In the meantime it 
is incumbent upon me to hoard up all the resources of health, having to 
perform a long sea-voyage, in prosecution of a commission, out of these 
States, which I am to undertake within a short time. 

I again beg Your Excellency to be pleased to furnish me with an answer 
to the question propounded in M? Purroy’s forementioned note, heretofore 
addressed to Your Excellency, because it is urgent that it should, as soon 
as possible, be transmitted to the government of Nicaragua. 

I improve the present occasion [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, September 28, 1857. 

Ex; Sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter, 
of the 26^.^ instant,^ through which you state that, so soon as the President 
will have arrived in the City, a proper decision shall be made as to my 
reception as Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua. 

I beg your Ex: to be so kind as to lay before the President the reasons, 
which I adduced in my note of the 2^ instant, and those, advanced by M- 
Purroy in his letter of the 22'^ of the same month,^ and for which I deem it 
urgent that this government should recognize me as the Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary of that Republic. 

Should his Excellency, the President, deem it proper that I should be 
present at Washington, before he makes his decision, I will proceed to that 
city on such day, as may be designated to me, after the 5* of the next month 
because up to that time I shall be engaged in the despatch of my official 
correspondence. 


William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

San Jorge, Nicaragua, September 28, 1857^ 

Sir: In the letter which I had the honor to address to you under date of 
the 5*^.^ instant,® I stated that it was my intention to go immediately to 
Nicaragua. I found it impossible, however, to procure conveyance up the 
Gulf of Nicoya, or to procure mules to go directly by land; & was so fre¬ 
quently disappointed after having as I supposed made arrangements, that I 
could not but conclude that the hindrance was caused by some sinister, con¬ 
trolling influence. I could only avail myself, therefore, of the monthly 
steamer from Panama to the ports of Central America; & accordingly em¬ 
barked on the 22^ inst. from Punta Arenas for San Juan del Sur. I came 
over the old transit road from San Juan to Virgin Bay on the 24*.’*. It is still 
in good order, with a few exceptions of broken bridges, & can be restored to 
its former excellent condition at a moderate expense. From Virgin Bay I 
came to this place, & have made a visit to Rivas, and am now waiting for the 
lake steamer which is lying at this harbor to go to Granada, & thence to 
Masaya, where the government is now established. The lake and river 
steamers formerly used in the transit are in the exclusive possession of the 
government of Costa Rica, carry the flag, & are run on account of, that State. 
The steamer now here is taking in supplies for the troops below who continue 
on behalf of Costa Rica to occupy the river San Juan. San Juan del Sur 
has been delivered (nominally, at least,) to Nicaragua, but with that ex¬ 
ception the line of the old transit is in possession of Costa Rica, with the 
ports on both sides of the river, and the exclusive navigation (by steam) 
of the lake.® . . . 

. . . The exact relations between the two States it was impossible to learn 
in Costa Rica, and so far in this State I have not had an opportunity to gain 
information, not having reached the seat of government. The present 
authorities of Nicaragua were put in power by Costa Rica, but it is believed 
that being in power, they preferred their own State, & it is certain that they 
do not agree on all points, & that the government of Costa Rica is not satis¬ 
fied with the disposition of the dual presidency which it created here. 
The question of boundary, & the control of the transit, are the sore points. 
I shall not fail to represent to the authorities at Masaya the powerful ad¬ 
vantages which this State has in maintaining her old possessions, nor to press 

^ Special Agents, vol. 20. Received November 9. 

- There are two letters of.this date above, this nart but noi+bo,- 




me or 30 juiy; cx i nave reason to oeiieve, irom an interview wnicn i nave nad 
with the Governor of this Department, that these views will meet with a 
cordial reception. I shall seek also while in this State to let it be known in 
the States further North that the projects of aggrandizement on the part of 
Costa Rica are not sympathized in at Washington.^ . . . 

... I shall probably be prepared to make you a full and circumstantial 
report. If my instructions, however, were more specific, & my position 
better defined, I am sure I should be able to accomplish more in less time. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 


Granada, Nicaragua, October 2, 1857. 

Sir: I arrived in this place on the Sept? from San Jorge, where I had 
the honor to write to you.® On the 30^^, I went to Masaya, where the gov¬ 
ernment of this State is temporarily established, and returned here this after¬ 
noon in order to avail of the latest opportunity to communicate with the 
department by this steamer. The opportunity is through the politeness of 
General Canas, who has command of the forces on the San Juan river, & the 
control of the Lake & river steamers. These as I stated in a former letter are 
run on account of the Gov- of Costa Rica & under its flag. The “San 
Carlos” goes to night to Virgin Bay to convey the General, who returns to 
San Juan del Sur for the purpose of taking the steamer “Columbus” to 
Punta Arenas & Costa Rica. I was not mistaken in the motive of his sudden 
return from Costa Rica. It had relation to my coming hither & to the fact 
that the United States favor the rights of Nicaragua in reference to the 
transit. A project had already been raised for a consolidation of the two States 
(Costa Rica & Nicaragua) as I wrote on the lO*** Aug. from Cartago.'^ The 
disinclination now known to Costa Rica of the U. S. to favor the pretensions 
of the latter, has given fresh impulse to those who favor the project, as the 
means of accomplishing what is expressed in the despatch to me of 30*^ July 
as a principal object of the govt, at Washington—viz, that the route shall 
be under a “sole jurisdiction.” I do not believe that the elements of union 
exist, or that the consolidation can be effected; but if it were possible I think 
it would be desirable, a means of increasing the power & prosperity of the 
Isthmus. The subject was mentioned in the conversations to which I have 


1 The omitted portions discuss the political situation. 


before alluded which I had with the President of Costa Rica. lie expressed 
himself against the project, & I think sincerely; for the reason that he (& his 
family) govern despotically the State of Costa Rica & it is certain that they 
could not do so with the Nicaraguans attached. The reason that he gave, 
however, was the turbulent character,& liability to civil wars, of the inhabit¬ 
ants of Nicaragua, in contrast with the general disposition to order & sub¬ 
mission to authority of the people of Costa Rica, There is certainly force 
in the reason which he gave for not favoring the project of union; but his real 
opposition is grounded in what I have above mentioned. The general 
sentiment of both States is in favor of the Consolidation—the name pro¬ 
posed—“Republica del Istmo.” It would make a splendid & commanding 
State. 

I met yesterday the two Presidents—Martinez and Jerez. They were 
prepared at all points, both by information from Washington and from Costa 
Rica; & although they expressed themselves gratified at my arrival, & at the 
nature of the communications I had to make, there was an evident constraint 
& doubt, which must have been communicated from Costa Rica. 

I am indebted to the courtesy of Gen? Canas for the opportunity of sending 
this letter. 

I respectfully request your attention & good offices in the matter of a 
communication which I have had the honor to address tonight to the 
President.^ 

Most respectfully [etc.]. 
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Jlenry Savage, in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

27 Guatemala City, October 2 , 18f /. 

Sir: In reference to my last despatches N° 26.^ enclosing a decree of the 
Govt, of Costa Rica, relative to a projected invasion of W“ Walker, I men¬ 
tioned therein, that the Government of Costa Rica, had transmitted the said 
decree to the respective Governments of the States of Central America, with 
a view of its adoption by them. 

I now enclose herewith, a decree, dated Managua August 31st 1857.'^ by 
which It appears that the Government of Nicaragua, will also adopt similar 
measures towards any armed men, landing on the shores of Central America, 
under the authority of Walker or his agents. 

Respectfully I am [etc.]. 

J would be among the Buchanan (White Housel oaoers. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[translation] 

Washington, October 8, 1857. 

Sir: It is the solemn duty of every independent State to maintain its 
national dignity as well as to preserve its sovereign rights; but there are 
such crises in the affairs of nations that some of the usual forms of diplomacy, 
some of those mere points of etiquette, may well be dispensed with. In such 
circumstances the necessity of the case furnishes the proper rule. Such a 
condition of things now exists in the affairs of Nicaragua and the relations 
between that Republic and this. 

Nicaragua unhappily has been the scene of frequent and sudden revolu¬ 
tions. Her internal dissentions and strifes have produced her national 
weakness and invited the attacks of the corrupt and the wicked. From such 
an attack upon her sovereignty and national rights she has just been freed. 
But scarcely had the last one of these miserable fillibusters been expelled 
from her territory, when we find the same contemptible leader—who only 
has ability enough to perpetrate crime—ready again to invade our shores and 
repeat the same outrages so lately enacted by him— 

Can the United States government prevent this new invasion? It can. 
But not by means of the neutrality laws, for these are too weak, as experience 
has repeatedly proved, to restrain the defiant and mad enterprizes of filli- 
busterism, that scandal of the age. But this government has the power 
sufficient to prevent the projected invasion by the performance of an act of 
simple justice and comity towards a weak but friendly and confiding people. 
It has only to receive the duly appointed Minister of Nicaragua in his official 
character, enter into a treaty of friendship and commerce and to protect the 
property of its own citizens, securing to them the transit across the isthmus 
without interruption, and fillibusterism is destroyed and a people that ex¬ 
pects to have their offers accepted by the United States would enjoy peace 
and security. This simple act so just, so politic and so proper, would restore 
hope and confidence to my country, contentment and happiness to the people 
and at the same time secure the most lasting benefits and advantages to the 
citizens of the United States. Will this government continue to refuse to 



shall be compelled to leave the city on Monday of next week with feelings of 
the deepest regret for having failed to secure the object of my continued 
exertions. 

I am [etc.]. 
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Antonio Josi de Irisarri, designated Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, October j6, 1857 . 

Ex: Sir: I inclose to you the Official Gazette of Nicaragua of the 15*.^ of 
August last, through which one of the Ministers of Nicaragua proposes, to 
the Government of Costa Rica, the appointment of Commissioners to treat 
on the consolidation of the two nations into one.^ The object of this Union 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received October 17. • u 

* The following is a translation of the communication, dated August 12, 1857, in the Gaceta 
Oficial, of August 15, 1857, containing the Nicaraguan proposal: 

GACETA OEICIAJL—^AUGUST I5, I857 

{Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Nicaragua) 

Managua, August iz, 1857. 

To the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Costa Rica: 

In an hour, fatal to Central America, the federative compact of 1824 was broken, 
substituting to it the general interests of the Republic. It is not my intention now to 
speak of the enthusiasm of madness, with which the preponderating districts of each 
State purposed the creation of five nations, each of them provided with all necessary 
means to stand up before the others, in all the suitable greatness and respectability: 
although the experience of thirteen years had taught us that, even embodied into one 
single nation, we had been far from possessing those exalting qualities; nor, MF Minister, 
shall I speak of that transformation—one worthy of our inexperience—of which, all of 
us Central Americans, who witnessed it, are the accomplices. My duty commands me 
to address you on a subject, the most favorable to Central America and especially most 
urgent for the prosperity of Costa Rica and Nicaragua and for the safety of their inde¬ 
pendence. 

With the nullification of the National Government, the very first difficulty, which 
arose between both Republics, was that Costa Rica retained, and that Nicaragua 
claimed, the district of Guanacaste. To this question was added that of the boundaries 
of the States—-a question, the more difficult of solution, as Costa Rica advanced ex¬ 
tensive pretensions and Nicaragua attached equally great importance to her rights. 

_ It was natural, therefore, that these dissensions should have subserved the interested 
views of more powerful states, and that their intermeddling should have daily and fur¬ 
ther adjourned a settlement. Pretermitting, however, such disagreements, which have 
disappeared before the common danger, which summoned us into union for the defense of 
our territory; it is now necessary that our undivided attention should centre on this 
important point: “the direst of the evils, consequent on the destruction of the National 
Government, is the Surrender of Central America to the incursions of filibusterism.” 

Such is the conviction of my government and it has constrained it to stimulate the 
other governments of the Union to constitute a Board of Commissioners, appointed 
ad hoc Since tjiey have not been able to come to an understanding for a Diet, and, 
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is to fortify Nicaragua against the invasion of fillibusters, by which she is 
threatened 1 but as Nicaragua, as she believes, might attain the same object 
by means of a treaty, protecting the transit, with the United States of Amer¬ 
ica; the object of the Union alluded to would cease to exist. 

I have written to the government of Nicaragua to wait a while longer, be¬ 
fore entering into negociations with Costa Rica; and by the Steamer of the 
20‘.h current, I will write to the government to the same purport, begging 
them not to decide any thing in relation to Union with Costa Rica, until the 
arrival of my despatches, subsequent to that transmitted by the mail of the 
current, in which I promise to advise them whether, or not, the treaty 
have [m] been concluded with the United States. I am convinced that the 
fusion between the two States cannot take place, before the treaty signed, 
will have reached Nicaragua; if said treaty can be made, and transmitted 
thither, by the first steamer that is to leave New York after the 20^^ of this 
month. 

The treaty being ratified by Nicaragua, as I am persuaded that it will be, 
the new government, that might grow out of the Union of the two States 
would be compelled to accept it as a matter of necessity. 

I repeat that the treaty, between this government of the United State[s] 
and that of Nicaragua, would preclude the necessity of an Union between the 
two Central American States and that, in such an event, Nicaragua would 
not obliterate her existence as an independent nation. If it be put in my 
power to transmit the treaty by the steamer which is to start, on the 5*.’^ of 
November next, from the city of New York; it would, in my opinion, come 
to hand in ample time to prevent the Union; whilst I believe that this course 
would avert great evils from both countries and from many individuals. 

With highest consideration I have the honor [etc.]. 


therefore, called upon to solve this problem by the constitution of a single Republic 
out of the two States—^the Republic of the Isthmus of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. This 
Union will, no doubt, mark the hour of the politicalyegeneracy of the whole of Central 
America; and my government, which acknowledges, in your person, a Costarican worthy 
of such glory, a portion of which would also reflect upon us, has not hesitated, through my 
humble instrumentality, to urge you, should it be acceptable to you, to the appointment 
of commissioners—as many as you may deem proper—with the view that, at such point, 
which is also left to the selection of His Excellency, the President of your Republic, they 
may meet to confer with Commissioners, of equal number, appointed by my government, 
on the settlement of a projet of general Constitution for both_ Republics, consolidating 
them into one and single nation, to which end the commissioners are to be invested 
with plenary powers. 

I have the honor of communicating the foregoing to you, to be brought to the knowl¬ 
edge of Plis Excellency, the President of your Republic, begging for a speedy and season- 






Gregorio Juarez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William Carey 
Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America ^ 

[translation] 

Managua, October i6 , 1837 . 

Sir: The important mission confided to you in Central America by the 
Government of the United States, and the very marked consideration with 
which you have been recommended by the Minister of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs of that Republic, entitle you to the good offices of the au¬ 
thorities of Nicaragua. For this reason you can rely on their co-operation in 
every thing which particularly concerns you, and in whatever can assist you 
as the officer of a nation with which my Government is bound to cultivate 
assiduously friendship and good relations. 

It is very satisfactory to me that you have arrived in this country after 
the revolution has been seen to be happily dissipated under the influence of a 
provisional Government, strange it is true in the abstract, but natural and ef¬ 
fective for its design in practice; for, although no society has been able to 
exist without government, yet the copious well of the various forms required 
by the complicated variety of events has not been exhausted. It is true that 
known forms have been perceived to be impotent in revolutions; at the same 
time, it is to the combination of the two entities that Nicaragua is indebted 
for the cessation of the civil war, the movement of progress which is observed 
in all the branches of administration, the elections which have just been 
effected, and the unanimity of sentiment in favor of a constitution which 
affords further guaranties of stability by reconciling Democratic ideas with 
the preservation of the principle of authority. 

We have only, unfortunately, to lament the appearance of new and more 
peremptory^ demands of the Republic of Costa Rica against the sovereignty 
of Nicaragua in her territory and in her pacific rights on the line of inter- 
oceanic transit. But notwithstanding the gravity of this question, as impor¬ 
tant with regard to its object as with regard to the multiplied relations in which 
it is involved, it is hoped that the mediation offered by the Government of Sal¬ 
vador, and accepted by the Government of Nicaragua, will render all smooth, 
if the Government of Costa Rica will abstain from its present provocations. 

If to this could be added the interpellation which you are authorized to 
make to that Government in the name of the United States in order that it 
may respect the rights of Nicaragua, I doubt not it would contribute much to 
a complete settlement, in which, Costa Rica confining her aspirations within 
modest and attainable bounds, the transit would be free from the difficulties 
which wdll arise from such a contest. 


You are already informed of the deference with which the Government of 
this Republic has ratified the treaties of limits and of mutual defence with 
Costa Rica; but as that Government has not accepted these pacts, things 
have remained in the condition in which they were before the war. This 
circumstance is very worthy of notice, as you must comprehend; and it is for 
this reason that I call your attention to it. 

The marks of confidence with which you have been pleased to favor me 
have determined me to exceed the brevity exacted by a reserved policy; but, 
desiring to be no longer troublesome, I conclude by signing myself your 
humble servant. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Gregorio Judrez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Managua, October 17, 1857. 

Sir : The letter which you were pleased to direct to me under date of yester¬ 
day came opportunely to my hands. I am gratified at the expressions of 
confidence & good will which it contains, and especially with the assurance 
that the authorities of this Republic will co-operate in those matters which 
concern it that I am charged with on the part of the United States of the 
North. For the friendly offer in respect of other matters that I have in 
charge I am very thankful, & shall avail myself of it. 

I have already had the satisfaction to write to the Department at Washing¬ 
ton of the nature & character of the provisional authority existing in Nicara¬ 
gua, and the approaching installation of a government based on a constitu¬ 
tional election. 

This I first communicated in letters of the 27* ult from San Jorje [Jorge].® 
Subsequently; with more confidence, because of fuller information, in letters 
from Granada of the 2".'^ inst,** and recently in letters from this Capital, I have 
not hesitated to assure the Department at Washington of a peaceful result to 
the elections that have taken place, and the institution in pursuance of them, 
of a government that shall combine the qualities of fact and law. That this 
information will be well and pleasurably received by the government and 
people of the United States I should be warranted in saying, from knowledge 
of the sentiments of those authorities and of my fellow-citizens in common 
towards the Republics of this continent. 

Happily I am able to give you further assurance in this respect. In the 



letters which the Department of State at Washington has been pleased to 
direct to me I am constantly instructed that the United States, desiring in all 
respects the prosperity and happiness of the States of Central America, have 
an especial desire that they shall establish and maintain solid governments. 

You will know therefore that it was very agreeable to me to make the com¬ 
munications which I found apt to the domestic politics of this State. As to 
the exterior, the government of the United States will know with regret that 
the question of limits between Nicaragua and Costa Rica remains open; & 
with still more regret that the government of Costa Rica holds, and shows an 
intent to hold, positions on the river San Juan and Lake Nicaragua which 
may affect the exclusive jurisdiction that belongs to Nicaragua on that line of 
interoceanic transit. 

It is the opinion of the government of the United States that the govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica in inaugurating the war of which Nicaragua was lately 
the scene, precluded its-self by its public declarations from any territorial 
acquisitions or advantages in the result of it; and that therefore if the two 
States still differ as to a divisory line, the position in which they were anterior 
to the war ought to be restored, both in respect of fact and law, that is, 
leaving the Republic of Nicaragua in the exclusive jurisdiction of the transit. 
It is further the opinion of the United States that the route by way of the 
river San Juan and Lake Nicaragua ought to be under a sole jurisdiction, and 
that that jurisdiction ought to remain with the State which, in full possession 
of it, heretofore granted the use of it. 

In this view, I am instructed to “remonstrate” with the government of 
Costa Rica in the event that it shall come to my knowledge that that State 
proposes to avail itself of the casual!ties of the war to hold territory or military 
positions not before in its possession, and which may make the interoceanic 
communication liable to interruption. 

Further, I am directed, in that case, to bring to the mind of that govern¬ 
ment the declarations of disinterestedness by which it made its justification 
in the opening of hostilities with a view to propitiate the sympathy & procure 
the co-operation of these States. 

The United States observe as a rule non-interference with questions ex¬ 
terior to their limits. But with regard to the Republics of this continent 
they necessarily feel an especial interest, as having themselves made the ex¬ 
ample of renouncing the control of a metropolis in the other hemisphere, and 
establishing republican instead of monarchical institutions in the new world. 

This sentiment of sympathy and friendship might sometimes and with 
propriety, induce them to proffer as between contending States on this con¬ 
tinent their good offfcies, though the questions at issue should not, 
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refered to. 

Secondly, in respect of their peculiar positions as embracing communities 
that border on both oceans, but with an immense non-populated district of 
country between them, and therefore requiring for their political, commer¬ 
cial, and social intercourse the use of those parts of the continent that offer 
easy communication from one to the other sea. And third, as one of the 
great maratime and commercial nations, concerned in the freedom of the 
seas and the non-interruption of the routes between them. 

The United States have the opinion therefore that they may with entire 
respect to the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, present themselves in the 
pending question and even to say that they would regard as an act unfriendly 
to them any measure that should look to keeping the transit out of use, or, 
in case of its being opened, to make it liable to interruption. 

And in this category will be classed by the United States, whatever attempt 
on the part of the government of Costa Rica to take jurisdiction of, or 
occupy militarily, the river San Juan, the Lake of Nicaragua or any part 
of said route. 

I am glad to know through your very acceptable note that the Republic 
of Nicaragua has not the intention, from any real, or supposed pressure of 
circumstances, to abandon the immense advantage that the possession of 
that route affords; hence, that the friendly recognition which the govern¬ 
ment of the United States accords to the ancient jurisdiction and sov- 
erignity of Nicaragua in that entire line will not be forfeited for want 
of firmness on the part of this Republic. 

In respect of this subject, I am instructed by the Department at Wash¬ 
ington to “communicate freely” with the governments of Costa Rica & 
Nicaragua, and I am warranted in saying that the United States will not 
willingly see the jurisdiction of the route of transit divided, nor any control 
over it, or interference with it, exercised by more than one sovereignty. 

Beyond this, the United States do not propose to make any suggestion 
as to what line, or on what terms these coterminous States shall compose 
the questions between them. 

“Keeping in view,” as I am instructed, a sole jurisdiction of the transit, 
the government at Washington will be glad to know of an arrangement by the 
concurrence of the two States, without extra-territorial intervention; and 
any arrangement thus mutually made which shall, as before set forth, pre¬ 
serve intact the transit, will have the cordial good will of the United States, 
and, as far as they are concerned, need not prevent the accordance of the 
free navigation of the river to the citizens of Costa Rica. I am further in¬ 
structed however, and this is a point that I approach with delicacy; that 


The prosperous advancement of the two Republics, Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, requires it; and the positions and interests of the United States, it is 
hardly beyond reason in me to say, render it for them imperative. 

The convention for that object which was made on the July last by 
the special commissioners of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, (but not finally 
concluded) is known to me. In view of the relations that it was the inten¬ 
tion of the government of the United States I should have with the authori¬ 
ties of these Republics, their friends and neighbors, it will not become me to 
express an opinion as to the precise limits that ought to be acceptable to the 
two States, nor to say more in that particular than I am specially instructed, 
namely, that pending a final settlement the Statu-quo ought to be restored 
and the settlement its-self to provide for a jurisdiction intact of the transit. 

On this latter point I am confident that the Honorable Minister whom it 
is my privilege to address, will pardon me for the suggestion that the con¬ 
vention alluded to is hardly as clear, as in a complete arrangement would be 
desirable. 

With that point made unequivocal, should the two contracting parties 
agree on the terms of that convention, no other State would have a right 
or a disposition to interpose, and the honorable gentleman and commander 
(General Canas) to whom Costa Rica had the sagacity to submit the nego¬ 
tiation on her part may have the consciousness that he has not lost anything 
to his country. 

In case a mutual arrangement cannot be speedily made I am instructed 
to suggest that the mode of arrangement mentioned in the sixth article of 
the treaty concluded 9- of April 1850, between the government of the 
United States and that of Great Britain, known as the Clayton & Bulwer 
treaty be resorted to. The friendly offices which, as I learn by your esti¬ 
mable note, have been invited by this government from that of Guatemala 
will I trust supercede the necessity of looking to the mediation of States more 
removed. 

In either event, the friendship and good will of the United States toward 
the States of Central America and the fixedness of the upright & impartial 
judgement which they have formed in the case directly in consideration, 
may be relied on. It will give me much satisfaction if it should happen to 
me to co-operate with the representative which the State of Guatemala or 
any other of the States of Central America may empower to advise in the 
pending question; and it would be with pain that I should communicate to 
the government at Washington that internal negotiations had failed. 

If the views of the United States as they are above expressed can be of 
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Henry Savage^ in charge of the Legation of the United States in Guatemala, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 29 Guatemala City, October 17, 1857. 

Sir: With my despatche N® 27.^ I forwarded to your Department, a 
decree of the Government of Nicaragua, in relation to the projected invasion 
of that State, by W“ Walker and others. I now transmit one of the Govern¬ 
ment of Salvador, published in the Gazette N° 45 herewith enclosed, wherein 
that Government adopts the decree of Costa Rica, with respect to said 
invasion. 

In the same paper, is also published, another decree N“ 100. of the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua, to which I have to call your attention; it purports to 
declare that in the event of any attempt at invasion of any of the Central 
American States by filibusters, the transit route, shall be closed, unless the 
Government of Nicaragua be aided, by the transit Company, to repel the 
filibusters. 

Respectfully, I am [etc.]. 
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Gregorio Judrez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William Carey 
Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America ® 

[translation] 

Managua, October 21, 1857. 

Sir ; Desiring to supply you with the information which you request of me 
in your estimable despatch of the 17th instant,^ I have placed in your hands 
printed copies of the decree No. 139 of the 19th instant, and on the back 
thereof the communication of Colonel Cauty, addressed to the commander 
of the Fort of San Carlos, summoning him to surrender and deliver that fort 
to the Costa-Rican forces. 

The said Colonel, on board of the Steamer San Carlos, then captured a 
piragua which was sailing on the lake with Nicaraguan passengers who were 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received December 5. 

^ Above, this part, October 2, 1857, doc. 1398. 

3 Special Agents, vol. 20, enclosed with Jones to the Secretary of State, November 2,1857, 
below, this part, doc. 1406. ■‘Above, this part, doc. 1402. 



bound abroad, and took said passengers prisoners. He lately captured 
another small boat, which he sent to Rivas with his own oarsmen, notifying 
the Governor in writing of the blockade which had taken place, and offering 
to treat the towns of this Republic with kindness. 

This Government, following always that course of prudent moderation 
which it has proposed to observe towards the neighboring Republic, has 
addressed a circular to all the governments of the other States,and princi- 

1 A translation of the text of the circular to which he refers, also enclosed with Jones to the 
Secretary of State, of November 2, 1857, below, this part, doc. 1406, follows: 

[circular—translation] 

Managua, Nicaragua, October jp, j 8 st- 

Mr. Minister: Under this date, this Department has said to the Governments of 
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala what I copy: 

“ A communication has just been received, to which the Governor of the East annexes 
the original summons, made by Colonel Cauty to the commander of the Fort San Carlos, 
calling on him to surrender or submit to the sufferings and inconveniences of a rigorous 
blockade, the same pretext being employed that has always been employed, ‘the better 
custody of that place against the present threats of fillibusterism,’ and it being 
added that ‘the oljject of this act is the arrangement of certain political matters, on 
which depend the commercial interests of all Central America, which interests the present 
Government of Nicaragua cannot sufficiently guaranty.’ 

“The designs of the Government of Costa Rica, as made known through the medium 
of its subordinates, go so far, as you must very well perceive,_ as to demonstrate, without 
so stating, the right of Nicaragua to the extent of her dominions, and to expose all the 
injustice of that Government’s pretensions in the very act of discussing them; for when 
Colonel Cauty says that it Is necessary to observe that his Government by this act only 
has in view the better custody of that position against the present threats of fillibuster- 
ism, he pretends to set aside all idea of usurpation, and in this manner acknowledges the 
sovereignty of Nicaragua. If this is the case, as ought not to be doubted, and the Govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica believed that the Fort of San Carlos was not sufficiently guarded, 
and that the present Government of Nicaragua is unable to protect the Castillo Viejo 
and all the positions on the line of transit, why dispense with a friendly interpellation 
with a view to this Government's complete discharge of its duty? For such an inter¬ 
pellation there might be just cause in the risk and dangers to which the Republic of 
Costa Rica sees herself exposed—she who is so much interested, as are all the States of 
Central Arnerica, in the security of the national independence; and then, If the Govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua were unwilling or unable to afford the requisite security, it is un¬ 
questionable that Costa Rica or any other of the States would have the right to do itself 
whatthis Republic could not accomplish towards affording a guaranty that is needed for 
the preseiwation of their independence. But such an accusation not having been first 
made, and there not having been even any reason for making it, seeing that Nicaragua 
has all the power necessary for guarding the Castillo Viejo and the Fort of San Carlos, 
especially when the whole Republic beyond contradiction obeys the present Govern¬ 
ment, from whence does Costa Rica derive her pretended right? Moreover, the sum¬ 
mons of Colonel Cauty reveals the design which that Government entertains of com¬ 
mitting hostilities against Nicaragua in order to compel her to settle cei'tain political 
matters on which depend the commercial interests of all Central America. This revela¬ 
tion explains too W'ell that the settlement in question can be nothing else than the ap¬ 
proval by the Government of Nicaragua of the contract of transit made with Webster 
and Harris, and that this Republic may be despoiled of its exclusive right on the Isth- 
inus, in \nitue of which it has_contracted for the opening of the interoceanic canal and 
the established transit used since the year 1851, although temporarily interrupted by 
the war wmich has just closed. 

“My government, in view of what is prescribed bv oublic law in cases like that 



and urging the last to carry into effect what it had offered and what had 
been accepted by the Government of Nicaragua. This step satisfies in 
part the wishes which you express in your despatch of this date and I can 
assure you that if it is not effectual in restraining the advances of the Govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica, this Government will adopt such one of the others 
proposed by you as may seem the most prompt [and?] convenient. 

While it is the duty of the Government to put itself on its defence, in 
order not to permit the Government of Costa Rica to seize the whole line of 
transit and to aspire to establish by that act a right conquered by force. 
Nicaragua, with three hundred thousand inhabitants, will not consent that a 


the honor to enclose to you for the knowledge of his excellency the President; and it has 
ordered me, on making you acquainted with this disagreeable event, to do so with the 
explanations which I proceed to make, 

“ My Government has been far from supposing that matters would arrive to such an 
extremity, in consideration of the prudent and measured course which it had proposed 
to itself to follow, and which it has followed in presence of the aspirations of the Govern¬ 
ment of Costa Rica; but unfortunately events have not corresponded with its expecta¬ 
tions, and it is now placed in the most difficult of positions, which is that of defending 
the rights of the Republic, without the cause of the war being imputable to it. But lay¬ 
ing this aside, and referring only to the manner in which Costa Rica makes war on 
Nicaragua, it is very worthy of observation that she has begun her hostile acts without 
a previous declaration of war, according to the usage of nations. ... 

"The Government of Costa Rica, refusing all intercourse and without deigning even 
to reply to the invitation, which the Government of Nicaragua gave to it on the i2th_of 
August, for the fusion of the two Republics into one, retains the fortress of Castillo Viejo, 
stations forces at Tortuga and at other points on the line of San Juan and of the lake 
without the consent of the Government of Nicaragua, and finally commences hostilities 
by summoning the Nicaraguan forces to evacuate the Fort of San Carlos, ornitting the 
preliminaries and public declaration of war which prudence and natural equity call for 
and which international law exacts. 

" Lastly my Government considers that the Republic of Nicaragua, in use of the right 
of postliminy, is under the necessity of recovering the thinp which have belonged to it, 
and which are In the power of the Government of Costa Rica, as taken from the enemy 
during the war. . . . [This omission consists chiefly of quotations from writers on 
international law in support of Nicaragua’s position.—Ed.] 

In consideration of what has been set forth, and of the antecedents of which I have 
informed you, in regard to this question, my Government does not doubt that his excel¬ 
lency the President of that Republic will render to Nicaragua the justice she deserves; 
and if through the want of consideration with which this Republic has been treated by the 
Government of Costa Rica the war which it provokes should cause the independence of 
Central America to be again put in peril, let the whole burden of responsibility fall on her 
who, contrary to all rule, contrary to all principle, contrary to all law, contrary to all jus¬ 
tice, rushes forth on the road of events, scorning the impressive judgment of wisdom and 
the imperious voice of civilization. _ _ j • t. 

My Government, however, believes it has the right to be considered as having the 
most benevolent disposition to establish between the people of Nicaragua and the people 
of Costa Rica the most intimate and cordial understanding, since it has invited that 
Government to join in the erection of a single Republic to be composed of the two 
Republics; and which proposition has not in anywise been impaired by the disagreeable 
events which complicate the present situation; and it would be very satisfactory if 
Government, by intervening in the present controversy, should succeed in establishing 
peace, to which the citizens of both republics have a right to aspire. 

With such an object, I state this to you, entreating you to be pleased to communicate 



Republic one-third her size shall impose on her; but neither will she reject 
arrangements which the common security and mutual convenience of the 
two countries require, provided this can be done in such a manner that 
Nicaragua shall not appear as a conquered State and obliged to receive the 
law from her conqueror, as Senor Irisarri so judiciously intimates in the 
despatch of the 31®* of August, which I exhibited to you this very night. 

Such, then, are the occurrences which have taken place up to this date, 
after those with which I have made you acquainted; and we are confident 
that the Government of the United States will promptly be informed of all 
through the medium of yourself, in order that that cabinet may have a just 
idea of what is happening here in regard to the impediments which the 
Government of Costa Rica is causing to be offered to the re-establishment 
of free trade for the benefit of the maritime commerce of the nations. 

Without saying more to you at present, I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones^ Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Gregorio Judrez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Managua, October 21, iSfy. 

Sir; Without waiting for a direct notification of the circumstances that 
menace the river San Juan with a renewal of war, and consequently the fur¬ 
ther & indefinite interruption of the interoceanic transit by that route, I 
think it proper, in view of the preparations which I see making, & of the 
rumors that with apparently good foundation come to my knowledge of dif¬ 
ferences approaching to hostilities between the States of Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica, to revert again to the suggestion of the government of the United 
States, that in case these Republics cannot settle their dispute by mutual 
concurrence, they should have resort to the mode indicated in the " Clayton- 
Bulwer treaty,” art. VI.—namely, through the “good offices” of the powers 
between whom said treaty was made. But that is not the sole alternative 
that presents itself, or that has occurred to the United States; for I am in¬ 
structed that there are ''many modes by which a peaceful & honorable 
adjustment” may be made, & arms avoided. Among these, I believe that 
I am warranted in saying, none would be more agreeable to the United 
States (as none, in my opinion, would be more appropriate or naturally to 
be looked to,) than through the mediation of other States of the Centre. 
And surelv in those States, nr in the ntVipr nf rtio Qf-iroo rlno-t- 


in calling themselves Hispanolan-America, or in the ancient and honorable 
Peninsula itself, these two contending Republics, should they not find 
the offices of the potencias concerned in the treaty above mentioned ac¬ 
ceptable, may agree on a reference to some power or powers in whose impar¬ 
tial judgement both would be willing to trust. It has been formerly proposed 
in fact by Nicaragua that the government of Spain, as still entertaining a 
parental regard for the independent States that compose the vast empire in 
which she planted her children, language & lands, on this continent, & as 
having the best means of forming a correct judgment in the premises, should 
be selected as umpire in the present dispute. That reference I think would 
be quite acceptable, provided, pending it, restoration of the statu quo ante¬ 
bellum. The justice & propriety of this condition can hardly be disputed; 
since certainly the government of Costa Rica cannot claim to have increased 
her rights either of propriety or possession through the hostile operations 
lately concluded. 

The instructions and despatches which the government at Washington 
has sent to me are urgent to a high degree in respect of preventing the border¬ 
ing frontiers of these States from becoming again the scene of hostilities. 
You may, for that reason especially, and because of my own convictions 
that the preservation of peace is to the common interest, rely upon whatever 
offices I can render to that end, either personally, or as the assent, & au¬ 
thorized to express the views, of the government of the United States; and 
either alone (should it so be necessary) or in cooperation with the representa¬ 
tive or representatives of other powers. 

Permit me again [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Virgin Bay, November 2, 1857. 

Sir: I have arrived here this morning from Managua expecting to have 
reached here several days sooner prevented from circumstances—absolutely 
beyond my controll, having been left thru several nights by the treachery 
of the persons appointed to conduct me virtualy a prisoner upon the Beach 
of Lake Nicaragua. As it is possible that the Steamer for Panama may pass 
San Juan del Sur to day, in anticipation of her time I think it more prudent 


pretty nearly from the correspondence mat lias taicen piace uerween ini> 
Goverment and myself in which copies are herewith sent ^ what tin- 

1 Above, this part, passim; and the following three documents appear to have rpichr*: 
Tones as enclosures with the communications to him. At least, they also leached the Ih 
partment of State, enclosed with this despatch of November 2, 1857, from Jones: 

Joaquin Bernardo Calvo, Minister af Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, to [apparently] 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua 

[translation] 

San Josfi:, Costa Rica, Augusts, 18$?. 

Sir: The Government of the undersigned has examined the treaty of territorial limit 
between the Republics of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, concluded at the city of Santia^** 
de Managua on the 6th of July of the present year, by Plenipotentiaries authorized to 
this effect. Although at first sight it would seem that Nicaragua, animated with gr.ili; 
tude for the assistance which the Republic of Costa Rica had lent her in her moment,s<»3 
need, had made a sacrifice in cutting the question of limits pending so long between dm 
two Republics, and consequently that the latter is the gainer by the stiimlationa of llic 
treaty, the slightest examination will be sufficient to show that, far fron_i being favorahh- 
to Costa Rica, the treaty is very wide from the demands which, at various periotKs and 
resting on the most indisputable justice, she has made in regard to this inatter. 'I'lir 
Government of the undersigned flattered itself that, as this was the most suitable oiipur- 
tunity to eradicate forever a question which is baleful to the two couiUries, the treaty 
would accomplish so important an object. It has therefore luuch regretted that all tim 
justice which it believes to be its due has not been rendered to i t; and it regrets it the mtuy 
because the dividing line which is drawn is not only prejudicial to the interests of thi;* 
Republic, but perhaps also to those of the Republic of Nicai'ugua. The contract pro 
posed, in the conferences with General Canas, is, iri the opinion of the Government of the 
undersigned, a just and reasonable one, because it is founded on documents for a long 
\vhile exhibited, and especially because reasons of the existing period render it noces.sar). 
if not indispensable, to the security of the two Republics. This is why it dcplores ilf. 
non-acceptation; for this incident, putting away the happy moment for destroying 
at once the present causes of complaint, encourages the coniirion enemy to venture oii 
enterprises which a solid union based upon fraternal feelings would prevent from being 
carried into effect. And it is certain that, if the desires of Costa Rica had been aocodcii 
to, the results would have been, without any doubt, in the highest degree favonible to 
the future lot of the two sister Republics, inasmuch as a new chain of union and uf 
deference would have drawn closer and closer the existing relations and cemented 
forever that harmony and mutual confidence between the two nations wliich are so tin'- 
essaryfortheiradvancement, stability, and common defence, especially under the circuin 
stances of their very independence and domestic peace being threatened by new incursioiiii 
of the enemies of our race and of our land. Consequently the (iovormnent of the itn* 
dersigned, still entertaining the hope that a favorable opportunity may arise for I'lttenlinu 
to its just demand, finds itself now compelled to declare that the treaty which is cited is 
inadmissible as regards the dividing line which is described in it, and abstains, therefore, 
from soliciting the appropriate sanction of the most excellent National Congress so long 
as the desired amendment is impossible. Nevertheless, as the non-acceptance of the 
treaty, in the terms set forth, in nowise alters the frank and friendly relations of lltc 
two Governments, that of the undersigned calls the attention of yours to the contract of 
inter-oceanictransit, the principal object of which is that a respectable Company may oti 
its part prevent the new incursions of the pirates; for unless it is concluded and ratified, 
our independence and nationality will be exposed to greater or smaller attempts of the 
same enemies whom we have combated, or of others who, perhaps, with more daring and 
fury, may wish to seize what only belongs to the dominion of Central America. The 
undersigned does not think it useless to state here that, although the Government (if 
Costa Rica has maintained^ possessic)n of the Castillo, and is determined to keep it in its 
possession by the power of its arms, it does not desien to cause anv ill to Nicaratrua. but 



Granada, Nicaragua, August is, iSsT- 

Sir: Informed as I :ini, although quite late, owing to the little frankness exercised by 
your Government towards the fraternal and neighboring Government of Costa Rica, 
that a contract in relation to transit, made on the 19th of j une last, by Senor Don Antonio 
Irrisarri, in the United States, with the Canal Company, has been ratified; which con¬ 
tract, besides being improper for many reasons, forbids the Government of Nicaragua 
froni entcring into any other negotiation on the same subject; and the only object which 
detained me in this Republic being to procure from your Government its sanction to 
the transit contract made by my Government with Messrs. Harris and Webster, I 
have determinetl to withdraw to Costa Rica, and omit the usages established by civility 
as they have not been employed towards me, I having been kept here under the pretext 
that your Government was at full liberty and in the best disposition to become ac¬ 
quainted witli said matter of transit. But I believe it my duty not to leave this country 
without making, before you, for the knowledge of your government, the following 
protest. _ Let the Government of Nicaragua be responsible, and not the Government of 
Costa Rica, for tlic evils which befall Central America in consequence of the trifling 
and inconsiderate ratification of the contract made by Don Antonio Irisarri on the 19th 
of j une last, in the United States, in the name of the Government of Nicaragua, with the 
Ghmal Company. Let it be responsible, too, in case the relations between Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica should be disturbed in consequence of the said contract and the ratifica¬ 
tion thereof, and war be the result between the two countries; seeing that Costa Rica,— 
supposing good faith in the Government of Nicaragua, which offered to suspend all 
negotiation in regard to the transit until Costa Rica should be free from the engagement 
slie had contracted to insure the conclusion of the war with the fillibusters of the north, 
and under which understanding was opened the negotiation with which I was charged, 
and which was suspended only for want of documents,—found no inconvenience in 
giving full elTect to her last engagement. Be it likewise responsible for what may hap¬ 
pen if Costa Rica .shall forcibly oppose the execution of the said contract, which she will 
do, and has the power and the right to do within her own territory. _ And be it responsi¬ 
ble, in fine, for the attitude which other States of Central America may assume, for 
fear that Nicaragua, by her blunders, may again involve them in a new war with 
foreigners. It is with pain, Mr. Minister, that I find_myself under the necessity of 
aildressing you this document, which contains expressions that never ought to have 
been uttered by the officer of a Central American Government; but the course lately 
pursued by your government has given rise to this extreme. 

Be pleased, notwithstanding this, to accept the sincere wishes of friendship and 
esteem [etc.]. 


[translation] 

General Ministry of the Supreme Government of the Republic of Nicaragua, 

No. 148 Managua, October 22, iSS 7 - 

TO TtU5 I'REFKCT OK THE DISTRICT OF-, 

The Supreme Executive Authority has been pleased to Issue the following decree: 
The Supreme Government of the Republic of Nicaragua to its Inhabitants. 

The Government, being informed, through its Minister Plenipotentiary at Washing¬ 
ton, in his despatch No. 34 of the 31"" of Augu.st last, that the honorable_Mr. Carey 
Jones, residing at this capital, is an agent of the Government of the United States 
specially charged witli the duty of giving Information in regard to matters of great 
interest to Nicaragua and to all the States of Central America, has determined to decree 
and does decree: 

Art, I. The authorities and functionaries of the Republic of whom Mr. Jones 
solicits information and assistance in the fulfilment of his commission, shall furnish the 
same, and render this service with the greatest punctuality and accuracy. 



ers in possession of the Goverment of Costa Rica reached Managua about 
sixteen days ago. My relations with the Goverment of this Republic were 
such as to induce the Functionaire of it to make a common request of me to 
undertake the passage of the Blockcade in my official capacity. From the 
nature of my instructions and especially of the letter of 30h*^ July ^ in which I 
was so particullay informed of the views of the department, I considered the 
objects to be attained and the information that I could therefore forward by 
the making passage of the San Juan River and observing for myself, I thought 
that to be the most immediate of my duties. I therefore assented to tlie 
solicitation of the Goverment of Nicaragua; and propose still to return 
from San [Juan] del Sur & if I shall be furnished with a sufficient Boat & 
crew to go down the River to San Juan del Norte & communicate with the 
Captain of the Saratoga & report to the department by the first British 
Steamer, I am further induced to this enterprise thinking that the depart¬ 
ment has corresponded with me through the Commercial agent there. And 
as it is a long time since I have received any direct communication from the 
department and one which I did receive was in duplicate and I may therefore 
suppose that the original was sent by some other route . . . 

You will perceive by the copies of papers which have been furnished to me 
by the Goverment of Nicaragua that as early as June last the Goverment 
of Costa Rica refused to deliver the fortress of “Castilla Viejo’' and refused 
also to confirm a Treaty of limits with Nicaragua which gives to Costa Rica 
the free passage of the River San Juan for her importations & exportations 
quite as much as according to my instructions agrees with the views of the 
department. I have therefore not hesitated to make known to the authorities 
of this State and by such means as have been in my power to the Goverment 
of Costa Rica & to the authorities of the other States of Central America 
that it was the oppinion of the United States that the Jurisdiction of the 
entire Transit route ought to be sole & not divided and that that Jurdisdic- 
tion ought to remain with the State (namely Nigaraguia) to which it had 
previously belonged: and that Costa Rica was precluded by her p[re]vious 
declarations from converting the war which was concluded through the 
intervention of Captain Davis of the Sloop St. Mary® by the capitulation at 

• Minister General is charged with the fulfilment of this decree, and 

With the duty of communicating the same to Mr. Jones. 

Given at Santiago de Managua, on the 22d day of the month of October, 1857. 

GREGORIO JUArEZ. 

ROSALIO CORTES. 

To Don Macario Alvarez, 

Minister General. 

And by supreme direction I enclose ir ro vmi fnr* T/mi,. nm n ■TuifiT#• 4-1. 



of boundery ought to be restored to the condition in which it was before that 
War and at all events the Jurisdicition & non interruption of the Transit. 

I fully explained these views to Ge"* Hosi [Jos 6 ] Cahas at Granada on the 
night of the second October when he was on his immediate return to Costa 
Rica with the view that through him the Goverment of Costa Rica should 
be informed of the facts. In former letters I expressed the decided oppion 
[54c] that the sudden return to Gen- Canas to this State had connexion with 
my coming to it, I am now quite certain of the fact, and am nearly certain 
as non demmonstration will admit of that the two weeks detention which 
I suffered at Punta Arenas were caused by secret influence and would have 
continued if such an opportunity as the Steamer Columbus had not offered. 
—Nothing here is intended to reflect on the personal character of Gen- 
Cahas. 

A second object of the visit of that General and Diplomat has developed 
itself in the present operations of War. He purchased while here large 
supplies of Provisions & secretly provisioned Castilla [Castillo] Viejo as a 
point d’appui for the war then contemplated for the possession of the Transit. 
The old war was for the same object. The department may be assured that 
Costa Rica intends by all means in its power to con troll the River San Juan 
and not permit the opening of the Transit except by a monoppoly which 
will be in a large degree personal; And that no "good Officers [w] or ” friendly 
intention will opperate against the cupidity and revengfull animosity to which 
the Chifis [sic] of that State are stimulated. 

If it should so happen that by this conveyance I shall not be able to 
communicate with my Family I request that Appleton will make known 
to them that I am here and well & the intention that I have of proceeding 
directly to San Juan del Norte:—in short, the whole contents of this letter. 

I have [etc.]. 


1407 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Leivis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Confidential Washington, November p, 1857. 

My dear Sir: I have the honor again to address you, confidentially, in 
reference to the affairs of Nicaragua, which extensively affect those of the 
other Central American States and, in no slight degree, those of the United 
States. 

The seizure of Fort San Carlos, by the Costa Ricans, deprives Nicaragua 
of a point, which is the key of the passage through that Isthmus, which now 



Fort; the act is not the less unjusuiiciuic, ctxiu il wuuiu 

commission, the Costaricans, although its instigators, had less to do than 
had those foreigners, who have, for a long time, been plotting to despoil 
Nicaragua of one of her most important points, for their own advantage. 

Nothing, connected with that act, nor indeed with what we may probably 
witness hereafter, has either been, or can it be, to my mind, a cause for sur¬ 
prize. I had foreseen it and, with the view of avoiding it, I have desired 
that this government should adopt those measures, which might counteract 
the instigations of the foreign power, which I have mentioned, and acquire 
an influence equally salutary to those countries and the United States; but 
the day has come, when one of the most serious of the evils, anticipated by 
me, has taken place. 

Could a reliance have been entertained, in Costa Rica and in Nicaragua, 
that the United States would protect the independence of the former of those 
republics; no foreign instigations could have induced the Costaricans to 
commit the unjusti[fi]able act, which they did commit in forcefully oc¬ 
cupying, even without declaration of war, the most important point of the 
Nicaraguan territory. 

On the 26*.^ of last month I put the American Atlantic & Pacific Maritime 
Canal Company in possession of the renewed privilege granted by the govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua, for the transit across the Isthmus; and said company 
were to begin transporting passengers and goods, within ninety days from 
that date. Now, and whilst communication, through the river San Juan, 
is suspended, this stipulation can not receive effect; indeed I cannot, with 
truth, say who, of the Nicaraguans or of the citizens of the United States, 
are to be the worse sufferers, from the consequences of such an interruption. 

I have, heretofore, frankly communicated my convictions to you, as well 
as my sentiments, on the subject matter of this letter and I hope that you 
will perceive that no private interest can have swayed my application to be 
received, by this government, as the Minister of Nicaragua; since I have 
had, in soliciting such a reception, no other motive than a consideration of the 
welfare of that Republic, from which great advantages are to be derived by 
the United States. 

With the single desire of checking, at the start, if possible, the fatal con¬ 
sequences of that foreign influence, now prevailing, in Costa Rica; against 
the independence and the integrity of Nicaragua; I came to Washington to 
communicate to you all the information within my reach and also to be able 
to give utterance to my opinions, in the event that it might be desirable to 
know them. The election of a new President of Nicaragua was to have been 
published on the instant; but I have no means of saying how many 
months will have elanseH Fefnria T ck f n on 
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sarily suffer from the delays consequent on the interruption of correspondence 
through the River San Juan. But be it as it may, it seems to be indubitable, 
from all advices received from that Republic, that GenJ Martinez is the Presi¬ 
dent elect; in other words that it will be a continuation of the same govern¬ 
ment, that has been operating since the incumbency of Don Patricio Rivas. 
Should you deem it necessary to have any conversation with me on these 
points; I will call on such a day and at such an hour as you may be pleased 
to fix. Remaining meanwhile. 

Your very obedient servant. 


1408 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan and Salvadoran Minister to the United 
States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, November lo, 1857. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala 
and of Salvador has the honor of imparting to the Hon: Secretary of State 
of the United States that he has seen, in the public papers printed in these 
States, a letter, addressed to His Excellency and said to be written by the 
Sonora and Nicaragua adventurer, William Walker, who has unduly ar¬ 
rogated the name of President of Nicaragua, by which he has never been 
recognized, in the States of Central America, in any of the Spanish American 
Republics, in this government of the United States, or in any other govern¬ 
ment of the world, and who never could have been President of that Re¬ 
public, because the Nicaraguan Constitution excludes any one, not a native 
of Central America, from the exercise of the Executive Power of that State. 

Under the assumption that the letter, alluded to, has actually been ad¬ 
dressed by said Walker to the Plonorable Secretary of State of the United 
States; it is the duty of the Undersigned to contradict the assertions, by 
which the writer has endeavored to mislead this government and to con¬ 
tinue deceiving the people of the United States. 

Truly astonishing is the impudence, with which this adventurer, expelled 
from Nicaragua, by her forces and those of all the Central Americans, at¬ 
tempts to constitute himself the champion of Nicaragua. The man, whose 
course, in that country, was an exclusive one of assassination of the de¬ 
fences of that country, the burner of whole villages, the spoiler of National 
property, the trampler on all rights, the plunderer of churches, the leader 
of the foreign stioendiaries which he gathered under his own banner, alone 



effect the expedition, which he has levied to recover a treacnerousiy usurpea 
authority, than this claim—that his expedition is not one, hostile to the 
country, but a peaceful, colonising enterprise! He himself has time and 
again, and with characteristick impudence, published that his projected 
expedition looks to a recuperation of power in that country; whilst, in the 
very letter attributed to him, and addressed to the Honorable Secretary of 
the United States, he claims for himself the title of '‘lawful Executive Power 
of Nicaragua.” 

This is ample to prove that the expedition, composed of spurious colonists, 
is, in reality, one of soldiers moving with the design of supporting this dream- 
begotten Legitimate Executive Power of the Country. But whatever may 
be the character of this Colonizer and of those Colonists, under a new patent, 
they cannot set foot on the territory, which they are about to invade, nor 
be there received, save as real pirates; because in Nicaragua and in Costa 
Rica, as well as in the other Republics of Spanish America, Walker is held 
in no other light than that of a traitor to the party which he went to serve 
in Nicaragua, of an usurper of the sovereignty of that country, of a blood- 
shedder, whose object was to destroy the defenders of their country; whilst 
his satellites were nothing else than accomplices of his crimes. In proof of 
this, I transmit to Secretary of State the decree of the 31®.^ of August last,^ 
officially communicated to me by the Minister of Foreign Relations of Nica¬ 
ragua, by which it will be clearly seen that the expedition, which Walker 
intends to lead into that Country, under the appellation of colonists, will 
be received as an expedition of pirates, in view of which communication, 
through the isthmus, has been ordered to be foreclosed. 

Neither in Nicaragua, nor in any Republic of Central America, is any 
colony desired, formed by Walker, or by any other adventurer, who, like 
him has dreamed of mastery over its lands, to divide them among his foreign 
followers. Experience amply teaches there, as well as here, that the thou¬ 
sands of individuals, shipped, as colonists for Nicaragua, from New York 
and New Orleans, during the course of the last two years, went there with 
the exclusive aim of waging war against the natives of the land, under the 
command of an intrusive usurper. And if, with miserable cunning, they 
can baffle the laws of the United States, which forbid the citizens of those 
States, to disturb the peace of friendly nations; they will certainly not de¬ 
ceive now, as they never have been able to deceive, the Central Americans; 
and they must not complain of the fate that may befall them, however hard 
it may appear to them. Natural law imposes, on the Central Americans, 
the duty of making an example of the incorrigible violators of the laws of 
all the nations. 

\\ flllrpr nP\.’'Pr •nrflc; nor tie otror- tvt* . -_ 


pirates, hy whatever name they may be known, or from whatever quarter they 
may come. This is a fact, which grows out of Authentic documents, from 
the true Executive Power, national and not foreign, of Nicaragua; and to this 
should the citizens of the United States rivet their attention, so that they 
may not venture to follow the private banner of the Adventurer of Sonora 
and of Nicaragua. 

It is of world-wide notoriety that Walker was not elected President of 
Nicaragua, save by a foreign soldiery, which backed him in the usurpation 
of the Supreme Power, which could not be vested in him; and wonderful, I 
repeat it, is the impudence of the man, who pretends to vindicate, as a right, 
that which bears no other character than that of the worst, imaginable, 
outrage. 

The Undersigned, as Minister Plenipotentiary of Guatemala and of 
Salvador, and in his appointed capacity, by the Government of Nicaragua, 
to represent her in the United States, cannot but protest against the con¬ 
templated expedition of colonization and peace, to Nicaragua, under the 
leadership of Walker; declaring that as it cannot be received in that Re¬ 
public, save as a hostile expedition, it shall be treated by the three States, 
Guatemala, Salvador and Nicaragua, as one of real pirates. This, the 
Undersigned has deemed it his duty, to bring to the knowledge of the govern¬ 
ment of the United States. 

The Undersigned improves this opportunity [etc.]. 
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Antonio JosS de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. I Washington, November 17, 18^7. 

As, in article of the treaty of Amity, commerce and navigation, 
between Nicaragua and the United States, concluded yesterday,2 it is stated 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. The usual receipt date endorsement is not on the 
first page of the original, from which this was translated; but, on the back of the last page, 
is an endorsement, indicating that the note was probably received, November 17. 

2 This treaty, which never became effective, but which is in the Unperfected-Treaties file, 
W-2, is, excepting a few immaterial verbal alterations and except as indicated below, identi¬ 
cal with the one concluded June 21, 1S67, which did become effective. In the unperfected 
treaty between the United States and Nicaragua signed November 16,1857, at Washington, 
and the perfected treaty concluded at Managua, June 21,1867, the following differences were 
not6di 

In the second paragraph of Article XV in the treaty of 1867 (See, Malloy, Treaties, Con- 


that: “if any such grants or contracts now exist of a valid character,” re¬ 
ferring to privileges, or to contracts, to perform the transit across the Isthinus 
of Nicaragua, “it is further understood that the guarantee and protection 
of the United States, stipulated in Article XV of this treaty, shall be held 
inoperative and void, until the holders of such grants or contracts recognize 
the concessions made in this treaty to the government and to the citizens of 
the United States” &c &c. I, therefore, bring to your knowledge that the 
only Company, which now holds the privilege of making such transit, is 
the company entitled the American Atlantic and Pucific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany, to which such privilege was granted on the 22^ of September 1849, 
with addition of the ii‘> of April ’50, and the new addition of the 19*’^ of 
June 1857, and approved by the government of Nicaragua on the 27“' of 
July 1857. I have deemed it expedient to convey this, for Your Excellency's 
information, together with the fact that I intend to transmit to said company 
a copy of the articles of the treaty, which relate to them, to the end that, 
upon acknowledgement of the receipt of my communication, they may make 
it appear that they are informed of the contents of said articles and place 
themselves in a position to enjoy the protection of this government, in the 
event of their accepting said articles. 

With highest consideration [etc.]. 


. . The United States shall also be at liberty, on giving notice to the Government or 
authorities of Nicaragua, to carry troops and munitions of war in their own vessels, or 
otherwise, to either of said free ports, and shall be entitled to their conveyance between 
them without obstruction by said Government or authorities, and without any charges 
or tolls whatever for their transportation on either of said routes; provided said troops 
and munitions of war are not intended to be employed against Central American nations 
friendly to Nicaragua.” 

The following two paragraphs, quoted from Article XVI in the treaty of 1867, were not 
in the treaty of 1857. 

“In the exceptional case, however, of unforeseen or imminent danger to the lives 
or property of citizens of the United States, the forces of said Republic are authorized 
to act for their protection without such consent having been previously obtained. 

‘‘But no duty or power imposed upon or conceded to the United States by the pro¬ 
visions of this article shall be performed or exercised except by authority and in pur¬ 
suance of laws of Congress hereafter enacted. It being understood that such laws shall 
not affect the protection and guarantee of the neutrality of the routes of transit, nor the 
obligation to withdraw the troops which may be disembarked in Nicaragua directly 
that, in the judgment of the Government of this Republic, they should no longer be 
necessary, nor in any manner bring about new obligations on Nicaragua, nor alter her 
rights in -virtue of the present treaty.” 

.Article 30 C in the treaty of 1857, which follows, was omitted in the treaty of 1867. 

“It is understood that nothing contained in this Treaty shall be construed to affect 
the claim of the Government and citizens of the Republic of Costa Rica to a free pas¬ 
sage by the San Juan river, for their persons and property, to and from the ocean.'’ 

Article XXI, in the treaty of 1857, is the same as Article XX, in the treaty of 1867, except 
that the Treaty of 1S57 says, “that this treaty shall remain in full force for the term of 


Sir: Impossibility of procuring a boat and men suitable for the enterprise, 
prevented me from fulfilling the purpose mentioned in my letter of 2^ inst ^ 
of making the passage of the river San Juan— Perhaps it is as well, since I 
am here at an interesting moment—arrivals of Commissioners from Costa 
Rica to treat of terms of accomodation. I do not perceive how an arrange¬ 
ment is to be arrived at between the two States which will be consistent with 
the views expressed in my instructions, and particularly with the letter with 
which you honored me under date of 30^^ July ®— From the opinion which 
I formed of the character of the government of Costa Rica and the purposes 
it has had in all the recent troubles, I am convinced that that State will not 
freely retire from its pretensions, nor consent, except by compulsion, to any 
arrangement that shall exclude it from a share in the jurisdiction and profits 
of the Transit— The Commission that has arrived consists of Genl Jose 
Maria Canas and Don Emiliano Cuadra, with Chamorros, a native of 
Nicaragua, some years a resident of Costa Rica, as Secretary. It arrived 
to day.— I shall communicate in a subsequent letter whatever I may be able 
to learn, prior to the departure of the Steamer of the 2^ December, of the 
objects of the Commission, and the terms upon which it is proposed to treat. 

Your dispatch of the October,^ (with duplicate) came to my hands on 
the 23^ November by the Steamer "Columbus” at San Juan del Sur, whither 
I had gone the day previous to await the information or instructions that 
that arrival might bring—I had hoped to learn at the same time of the receipt 
of my letter written at San Jorge, in the latter part of September, and at 
Granada 2^ October,'’ relative to the affairs of this State. The newspaper 
accounts are to the 5*^’ November (one month later than the dispatch with 
which I am honored from the department,) but do not furnish any-thing 
touching the objects committed to me. Some letters that I have had the 
honor to address seem not to have been received. By way of Serapiqui and 
Grey-town I posted letters on the io*l’ and again 25*'^ August ^— I have 
not since my departure missed a single opportunity to write—The regret 
expressed in your dispatch 8*'’ October,''' at the interruption of my relations 

^ Special Agents, vol. 20. Received November 29, _ ^ Above, this part, doc. 1406. 

2 Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1081. ^ Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1087. 

® See his despatches of September 28 and October 2, 1857, above, this part, docs. 1396 
and 1397. . , , 

0 Neither is included in this publication. Probably neither was ever received. The vol¬ 
ume being inaccessible when these notes were being prepared it cannot be positively asserted 
that they are not therein. ^ Above, this volume, pt. l, doc. 1087. 


with the government of Costa Rica cannot exceed that which I felt, and 
which I also manifested to the authorities of that State, to the extent, (per¬ 
haps even beyond) the limits of self respect and regard for my position. But 
it ought not to be supposed that the circumstances detailed in my letters of 
the 2^ and September,’- were the cause of that suspension of intercourse— 
The minister with whom I corresponded does not place it on that ground, 
nor even allude to those circumstances. He gives no other reason than that 
I was not sufficiently accredited— But neither was that the real motive, for 
I had already been in communication with the Ministry, and in confidential 
communication with the head of the government, with intimation from him 
that he preferred a direct to an intermediary intercourse— The real motive 
was an indisposition on the part of that government to be made authoritavely 
acquainted with, or to respond to, any views of the Government at 
Washington adverse to the pretensions of Costa Rica touching the transit, 
and especially while the result of the contract with Webster, by which Costa 
Rica was to receive in Cash on the 20*-’^ September, a quarter of million of 
dollars, was pending— It may further be taken as a postulate that the 
Government of that State is arrogant and insolent, and if it were possible 
would be exclusive; and it is especially moved by an antagonism to the Gov¬ 
ernment and people of the United States— I am not sure that a stronger 
motive than even the cupidity of the dynasty does not operate in the desire 
to control the transit; namely, the supposition given, in its official communi¬ 
cation as the motive for the existing occupation of the river and lake, that 
only Costa Rica can prevent in the opening of the route the use of it to people 
the country from abroad— I am glad to know that in the estimation of the 
department I Avas right to communicate indirectly to the government of 
Costa Rica those views of the Administration at Washington of which a 
direct hearing was refused— From that approval I shall not doubt that my 
subsequent conversation with General Canas, spoken of in my letter of 2'^ Oc¬ 
tober, touching the same matters, will have been in pursuance of your intent— 
During the month of October I had proposed to myself to return by the 
Steamer of the 3*^ November to the United State[s], in order to communicate 
personally with the President and the department prior to the meeting of 
Congress— But in the latter part of October arose the state of affairs espe¬ 
cially deprecated in my instructions, namely of a declared determination on 
the part of Costa Rica to hold the river San Juan, of an actual blockade with 
forces under her control, of the navigation of that river and consequently 
actual hostillities between the two republics; and without some further 
action the entire suspension of intercourse between the Atlantic and Pacific 
sidelsl of the Nicaramia transit— Tn 


are proposed to be opened between the two governments, I have thought 
it more consistent with the nature of my instructions, to remain long enough 
to inform the government of the progress of the negotiations and probable 
results; I have been further induced to remain for the present by the anxious 
solicitations of the authorities of this government that I should remain at 
least for the coming conference.— 

By my letters of the latter part of September, 2^ October and susbequent 
ones from Managua, with copies of my correspondence with the Minister 
of Foreign Relations of this State, and documents which accompanied it, 
and my letter of the 2^ November^ from La Virgin and accompanying 
papers, the department will have been informed as far as was at that time 
possible of the subjects specially spoken of in your dispatch of the 8*^ Octo¬ 
ber— You will have been informed by that correspondence that a “ boundary 
treaty” had been concluded between Commissioners of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, and rejected by the government of the latter; consequently the consent 
to it by Nicaragua revoked— That no new transit grants had been made 
jointly by the two States, but seperate grants to separate companies by 
each, and of the angry protest of the Commissioner from Costa Rica against 
the exclusive grant of the goverment of this State— That in respect to the 
proposed union between the two States under one goverment that it was 
not likely to take place, altho’ many of the most intelligent and patriotic of 
the people in each desired it, and think it practicable. It seems to me now 
more unlikely than at the time I wrote. The States have not the elements 
of Union either moral or physical— ^ . . . 

“Where the carcass is, the vultures gather.” So there has been another 
arrival of Transit adventurers and speculators in Costa Rica; and I even 
understand that hitherto opposing factions have united, and are jointly 
represented there. One of those previously discomfitted has, however, come 
hither—Mr. Young Anderson. He is the gentleman of whom I wrote to 
Mr. Appleton, in a letter that has no doubt come to your notice. Webster 
is shortly expected here, I have only further to say on this subject that I 
shall keep my hands clean of the whole of them— A late act of the Congress 
of Costa Rica suspends an article of the Constitution of the State which 
forbids the President to absent himself from the Republic during his incum¬ 
bency. The motive set forth in the Congressional act, is, that the President 
may, in his discretion, take directly diplomatic duties in the other States of 

^ Above, this part, doc. 1406. . , . , . , a • a 

® This omitted portion, covering five pages, deals with internal Nicaraguan aiiairs, and 
with petty encounters in the nominal war with Costa Rica. 



the present dispute. In that case, the present imposing Commission from 
Costa Rica is only intended to amuse this State meanwhile. I look on it, 
however, rather as a subserviency on the part of the Congress to the Presi¬ 
dent, who is actually the State. 

The character of the special points of enquiry indicated in your dispatch 
of 8 October, together with passages of some letters of Sehor Yrizarri to this 
government which have been communicated to me, have caused me to sug¬ 
gest to the authorities of this State the expediency of renewing the credentials 
of Senor Irizarri by the existing Constitutional government— If my note 
shall have been received at Managua in season, no doubt the present steamer 
will carry out the papers indicated. The reception of this appointed agent at 
Washington, and consequent recognition of the existing government here, is 
a point of sensitiveness and anxiety to the authorities—I have stated the 
facts in regard to the condition of politics and government of the State as 
nearly as I have been able to arrive at them— The law of the case, and 
especially the policy adopted by the United States from beginning of our 
government in respect of the politics of other states, would seem to justify 
the authorities here in hoping not to be outlawed— In respect of independ¬ 
ent states, that is. States in respect of which there was no pending question 
of revolt from a parent, governing, or coadjuate [sic] State, I think that the 
policy of the United States has been not to enquire into the origin, authority 
or form of the government, provided it existed and was submitted to: it 
being the State, not the Administration, that was to be recognized, or refused 
recognition— Facts, however, and not arguments, are the object of these 
letters, and I have only been led to suggest so much as I liave, by reason 
that heretofore I earnestly argued, and perhaps with some effect at the time, 
to the same point, in several pieces published in the “Union" newspaper in 
May 1856, to procure the reception of Padre Vijil, appointed under the ad¬ 
ministration of Rivas and Walker to represent Nicaragua in our capital— 
That government was actual, at all events, and according to my views 
ought not to have been discredited at any time after it became the ruling 
authority of the State— 

The present government is in exercise of all governmental functions, and 
as far as appears, with the concurrence of the body of the State— 

There are reports here of a rising in Guatemala against the dictator Car¬ 
rera, but very vague— There are intrigues also on foot against the existing 
dynasty of Costa Rica; but I do not believe that they can be successful, 
unless possibly in the event of soldiers being called for to invade Nicaragua— 
This would produce discontent, as the people are tired of War, and desirous 
of industry; but this, as I before stated, Costa Rica has not occasion to do. 
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The State has an element of stability in government which is one of the 
great preservations of order in our country; nearly all the inhabitants are 
property holders; hence interested to avoid any interruption of peace; so, 
notwithstanding that the existing dynasty is tyranical, arbitrary, and cov¬ 
etous, it will be endured rather than an attempt at change be risked, unless 
for a powerful motive— 

Should it become certain that General Martinez will be soon here I should 
remain some days for the purpose of an interview with him. Otherwise I 
shall go soon to the seat of government Managua— 

I enclose herewith papers containing the announcement of the opening of 
the Assembly, the decree declaring the election of General Martinez to the 
Presidency, and the discourse pronounced by him on the occasion of his 
inauguration. 

Most respectfully. Sir, [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
General Tomds Martinez, President of Nicaragua ^ 

Rivas, Nicaragua, December lo, iSfy. 

Sir: The information contained in the note which Y. E. was pleased to 
address to me under date of yesterday ® of the restoration of peace and con¬ 
clusion of a definitive arrangement between this State and that of Costa 
Rica is of a nature to be acceptable and gratifying to the world, as the world 
is interested in the prosperity and advancement, and uninterupted order of 
the peculiar part of it designated as Isthmian America. The maintenance of 
peace, order, and government, in these States, and their consequent welfare, 
are particularly, for many just reasons, a desire of my own country. Knowl¬ 
edge of this fact increases the satisfaction with which I have received and 
shall transmit to the government at Washington the note with which Y. E. 
has honored me— 

Permit me to congratulate Y. E. that the installation of the existing con¬ 
stitutional government in this Republic should have been so immediately 
followed by the suppression of an unhappy dispute with its neighbor— And 
at the same time to subscribe myself with special regard Y. E most obedient 
servant— 

1 Special Agents, vol. 20, enclosed with Jones to the Secretary of State, January i, 1858, 
below, this part, doc. 1415. 

2 Not included in this nublication: its ouroort is here adeauatelv indicated. It is only 



Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooiclyn, New'York, December 13, iSfy. 

Ex: Sir: After giving notice to Y. Ex., by the telegraph, of the landing of 
Walker's hostile expedition on Punta Arenas, without the prevention of such 
landing by the armed vessels of the United States, or even the overhauling 
of the Fashion, laden with men and arms; I have deemed it proper to call 
your Excellency’s attention to the fact, already long announced, that another 
expedition is now ready at Mobile, and about to sail thence to re-in force 
that which has succeeded in landing on the territory of Nicaragua and that 
the person called General Henningsen has lately gone from New York to 
New Orleans to accompany this re-inforcement. 

I trust that the government of the United States will take all such measures 
as may be necessary to the end that this re-inforcing expedition, as also all 
others which it may be intended to set forward, whether from California, or 
from any other point of the Union, may be detained and not be allowed to 
continue baffling the measures of the Executive Power. I further trust that 
proceedings will be instituted against the violators of the laws of neutrality, 
with that rigor which is required for the maintenance of peace and of fair 
understanding between friendly and neutral nations. 

With very high consideration [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, December 18, xSfy. 

I have the honor to send to your excellency the copy of an original letter 
which has been transmitted from Aspinwall with directions to place it in 
my hands, which original letter is at the disposal of your excellency, in case 
it suits your Department to make any use of it.® 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received December 16. 

2 Notes from Central America, vol. 2. Received December 19. 

3 The following is the text of the letter, enclosed with this note: 

Domingo de Goicuria to General Mdximo Jerez 
[translation] 


New York, November so, 18 


the Government of that country. 

I have also an authenticated copy of another letter written by Mr. Vander¬ 
bilt to General Canas/ in which he recommends that a successor to me may 
be appointed and proposes to him to assist in it in order that Costa Rica may 
become mistress of the transit. I also enclose a copy of said authenticated 


preparations in these States. They are now carried into effect, and the enclosed paper 
will make you acquainted with the particulars of his departure. It is also certain 
that the administration is opposed to him; but still it is requisite that you should pre¬ 
pare for greater exertions than the late ones; for if you do not, you will have to suffer 
much. 

In addressing to you this second letter, I do so principally for the purpose of recom¬ 
mending to your care and particular attention my friend, Mr. Allen, who has gone to 
Costa Rica, and ought now to be with you, in order to arrange the difficult question of 
the transit. Mr. Allen, it is evident to me, has orders from Mr. Vanderbilt (who is 
his father-in-law) to make a final settlement of this question with you in a positive and 
stable manner; and as I know that this latter gentleman is the only one who has the 
means and is justly impelled to obtain again what he has lost on account of the infernal 
intrigues of Walker, I think you ought to pay attention to his propositions. 

The existing treaty, with you since the recognition of Nicaragua is a thing which 
you can change as you please, as it is evident to me that Buchanan has made it solely 
to effect a prompt arrangement subject to amendment, but in order to strike a blow at 
the Southern party who have facilitated Walker’s departure for that country. For 
this reason I think you can alter this treaty as it may best suit you, and by making it 
in concurrence with Mr. Allen and at the same time sending a Nicaraguan as Minister 
to this country with the new treaty, I am sure you will succeed entirely as you may 
desire; but it is necessary that Senor Irisarri should not continue to represent you, for 
reasons which it is easy to perceive are prejudicial. Principally because he is not a 
Nicaraguan, and is regardecf at Washington with mistrust in all that he does, on ac¬ 
count of a belief that he is under English influence and in favor of Guatemala,—and 
more especially on account of his being connected with Mr. J, White, Parker French, and 
other violent men who have taken him as an instrument of speculation in the transit 
grant as soon as it shall be obtained from you. Therefore I repeat that a Nicaraguan 
should come who is independent of the cliques that are laboring only to speculate on 
Nicaragua, without affection for the principles which may do good to the Republic. 

Mr. Vanderbilt is the only one who by himself alone can undertake the business 
immediately, and who is able to make sacrifices, and as he will not have any consider¬ 
able losses he will therefore negotiate with you on terms of mutual convenience; to 
which I call your particular attention as a worthy and disinterested patriot, as I know 
you are. 

I must now repeat the substance of what I said to you in my first letter, and to which 
you have made me no reply; That when I took part in the events of your country, it 
was in good faith to do well for the cause of Liberty which I represent; but as soon as 
Walker changed his policy, I proved to you, by acts that I performed, what I said to 
you in a conversation with you at Granada before accepting the place which I occupied 
among you; which was, that I would be the first to turn against Walker if he did not 
fulfil the principles he represented; which I did, and contributed not a little to his first 
defeat and discouragement; for which I think Nicaragua ought to be grateful to me, 
and to rely on me in this matter, certain that I will serve her cause and not that of men. 

When you have an opportunity, I request you to send my remembrances to j^our 
mother-in-law, to whom I am indebted for favors and attentions while I was at Leon 
which I have not forgotten; and you yourself in particular can command me—as you 
please with the certainty of finding me your most devoted friend. 

^ The text of this enclosure, quoted below, contains numerous errors, some of them ap¬ 
parently due to its having been copied by an amanuensis not entirely familiar with the lan¬ 
guage in which the letter was written: 



against which I must be prepared, and which involve certainly the interests 
of this country as well as those of the countries which I represent. 

With the highest consideration [etc.]. 


1414 

Antonio Josi de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brookxyn, New York, December 30, i8yy. 

The Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua 
has the honor of communicating to H. E. the Secretary of State of the United 
States that, on the 15*.^ of last month, the Authority of the Republic of 
Nicaragua was assumed by Gen - Martinez, elected to the Presidency by an 
immense majority of votes and that one of the first acts of the new head of 
that republic was to confirm the appointment, made in the person of the 
undersigned, by former national governments, as Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Government of the United States. 

The Undersigned deems it also to be his duty to inform PI. E. the Secretary 
of State that the Constituent Assembly of Nicaragua has approved and 
confirmed the contract made by the undersigned with the American, Atlantic 
and Pacific Ship Canal Company, the only one vested with the privilege of 
carrying across the isthmus, as the only one also, which, for the present and 
so long as the government will not have otherwise disposed, have the right to 


Cornelius Vanderbilt to General Canas, Commander-in-Chief of the Costa Rican forces in 

the Republic of Nicaragua 

New York, Augtist 5, 1857. 

Dear Sir: I have received your Excelency’s communication by the hand of your aid 
de camp, who has also exibited his authority and explained your views. I think you 
will hardly have sufficient population in the Departments of Rivas, Guanacaste and the 
San Juan river for the purpose of a sepparate organisation. Yet if you can accomplish 
your objects without delay, you will meet with every encouragement from this govern¬ 
ment, for I am assured they will protect any government opening the Transit Route. 

Your Excelency can accomplish this end, and secure sollid aid, by opening the Transit 
at once, by placing the lake and river steamers in my possession, so that I may start 
the line immediately. 

I am assured that your influence is very strong in both Republics. Would it not be 
well to ha.ve yourself appointed Minister from both countries to this, with full powers to 
settle and dispose of the Transit-—And afterwards carry out your plans? 

... Will more fully explain ray views, as I have throughly explained them to 
these gentlemen. But my impressions are that you had better come, or send a Minister 
fully authorized on this point. The one here now will oppose any alteration in Nica¬ 
ragua,, and IS thoroughly under the influence of Martinez and Jerez. He will not be re¬ 
vived, I have hitherto prevented it, and shall continue to do so, untill I hear from your 
Excelency. Should you come, you can depend on my warm cooperation, and as soon 



- j —V.W uimci aujju uuiiuiuuiis as nave ueen im¬ 
posed on said company. All other emigrants or colonizers whatsoever, that 
may be conveyed to that country, will be refused admission and compelled 
to depart from the territory of the Republic; or they will be dealt with as 
enemies of the Republic, should they appear there in the character borne by 
those, lately introduced by the incorrigible adventurer William Walker. 

The Undersigned, in the name of the three governments, which he rep¬ 
resents, returns thanks to the government of the United States for having 
taken away the adventurer William Walker and his invading band from 
the point of which they had taken possession on the coast of Nicaragua; thus 
freeing those friendly countries from the evils, with which they would have 
been visited, had these disturbers of the peace of nations been allowed the 
possibility of increasing their forces by new recruits. Those, who, in the 
service, which the government of the United States has rendered to its 
friend, the Republic of Nicaragua, would seek for a warrant to say that the 
Nicaraguan territory has been violated, will hardly find it, from the moment 
that the world will have learned that the government of Nicaragua, far from 
complaining of a violation of her territory, looks upon that act as an as¬ 
sistance, directed in behalf of its inviolability, which was wounded, in effect, 
by certain adventurers from the United States; and that it considers such 
assistance, extended by this government, as a consequence of the measures 
which, by his note of the 14".^ of Sep- last,^ the Undersigned had asked this 
government to adopt, giving orders to the navy of the United States to 
capture the violators of the laws of Neutrality. 

The point, from which Commodore Paulding forced away those bandits, 
the violators of the laws of all nations, and as such justly assimilated, by the 
law of nations, to pirates and foes of mankind, is an almost desert one, on 
which there exist no Nicaraguan authorities, that could have managed the 
apprehension of those felons. Nicaragua, therefore, considers that the pro¬ 
ceedings of Commodore Paulding, against Walker and his horde, were 
entirely justifiable; for as a man of war of any nation may take up pirates 
from a desert island, or one so thinly peopled that they can assert their 
dominion over it, although that island might belong to another sovereign 
nation; just so can bandits be apprehended, as enemies of the human race, 
by the armed vessels of a friendly nation, on a point of a foreign coast, which 
may be placed under circumstances, like to those of the island mentioned 
by way of illustration. 

Considering it highly important that the tenor of this note—especially 
the portion touching emigration to Nicaragua—should be made public, the 
Undersigned would entertain the hope that the Secretary of State mil find 
no objection to have its contents published. 


William Carey Jones, Special Agent oj the United States to Central America, to 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Hacienda de Polv6n, Nicaragua, Ja^iuary i, i8s8. 

Sir: You will probably have heard before this reaches you, by means of 
communication more direct & prompt than are allowed to any agent of the 
American government, of the conclusion of a treaty of peace, & consequent 
suspension of hostilities, between this State & Costa Rica. The fact of the 
arrangement was communicated to me in a letter of Gen* Martinez, the origi¬ 
nal of which accompanies this. In my reply (a copy herewith) I was obliged 
to treat the matter as the General had spoken of it; namely, a “definitive” 
arrangement. A rude copy (also herewith) was afterward furnished to me.^ 
It does not sustain the idea of General Martinez & the present state of facts 
shows that the arrangement was scarcely more than a hollow truce, brought 
about by the reports of an invasion of the river by ‘‘ fillibusters ” from abroad. 
Neither State will ratify the treaty as it stands: Costa Rica not consenting, 
so far, to yield to an exclusion from the transit, nor to the proposed designa¬ 
tion of limits:'— Nicaragua not yet consenting to the relinquishment of the 
district of Guanacaste. The treaty is now before the Assembly of Nicara¬ 
gua, at Managua, where are present the Costa Rican Commissioners, Gen* 
Canas and the Licentiate Cuadra. With the relief of pressure &. apprehen¬ 
sion from without, the States will resume the position with respect to those 
old questions that they have occupied for many years. This State, however 
will probably give by the treaty the possession of the Castillo Viejo, which 
has latterly been held, under pretext of conquest, by Costa Rica— -taking for 
granted, that on learning of the capture of Gen' Walker & the body of the 
party, the place will be evacuated by Anderson. 

My entire correspondence since a letter from the Department of 8“' Oct^ ^ 
& from my family of 3^* same month has been intercepted, & kept out of my 
reach. Those letters I took the precaution to go for in person to San Juan 
del Sur. Those that I ought to have rec’-^ by steamer at S. Juan 23 Dec- I 
sent a special messenger (well recommended to me) to bring them to Gra¬ 
nada. He professes to have lost them from a belt on his body about a mile 
from their place of destination. The President (Martinez) recently told me, 
in speaking of a most flagrant case of a letter being opened, that whatever 
authority had pos.session of a letter which was to a "suspicious person,” or he 
chose to suspect, he might open & retain at discretion; and he (the President) 
"did not care if the letter were addressed to the care of the American Consul, 
or to whomsoever.” 



authorities an opportunity to vent the animosity that they constantly enter¬ 
tain against all citizens of the United States, & led, in the districts near the 
Isthmus, to many abuses, the details of which, in individual cases, will prob¬ 
ably be sent to you by the parties. I expostulated with the President, and 
all whom I could reach at Rivas, & earnestly solicited them to wait only a few 
days to know whether the reports were true, & what measures the United 
States had actually taken & carried to effect, & especially not confound the 
innocent & “suspected,” & compel all alike, male & female, to indig[ni]ty & 
hardships. These remonstrances and solicitations were treated with only 
insolence, & constant iteration of disbelief in the good faith of the United 
States; & at the very last, when the circumstantial news arrived of the en¬ 
trance of the river by a small force, and the capture of the remainder, the 
President declared to me, on board the steamer on which we were crossing 
the Lake to Granada, that he believed the first part of the letter which he had, 
but not the last, and Inquired of me if I did not doubt the power or right of 
the United States to “take prisoners on the coast.” I only replied to the 
latter part; namely, that whatever the right, the only territory that had been 
violated was that of Nicaragua, & I had no doubt that if this government 
should complain of the act the United States would promptly release the 
prisoners, & amend. I do not hesitate to express the opinion that the con¬ 
duct of this State toward American citizens, & which will be detailed, calls 
for a severe & unceremonious chastisement. 

The newspaper accounts from the United States had me to suppose that a 
functionary of ampler powers & unequivocal official position, will soon be 
present here. Whoever he may be, I hope that he will be a man of courage 
& will, & be backed by a steamer of war constantly on each coast. Short of 
this, American citizens & their interests in this State may as well be aban¬ 
doned, and even an appearance of respect for the government of the U. S. 

In regard to my intercepted correspondence, I am certain that the authori¬ 
ties are informed of matters concerning myself that I am not acquainted with, 
both official and domestic. I have found myself here with all the duties, & 
more than the responsibilities, of a diplomatic minister, without his powers, 
privileges or position. The Administration cannot but perceive this to be 
the fact in examining the instructions & despatches furnished to me, & the 
peculiarly different & delicate matters that occupy them. 

As the moment at which I was enabled to arrive here does not allow me to 
multiply my correspondence, I have transmitted this through a third hand 
by whom it will be delivered to the Department. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, January 2, 1858. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Nicaragua, 
has the honor to make known to the most excellent Secretary of State of the 
United States that the Government of Costa Rica having contrary to all 
right seized in a time of complete peace the Castillo Viejo, which is on the 
right bank of the river San Juan in the territory of Nicaragua, and laid siege 
to the fort of San Carlos which defends the entrance of the lake, it has closed 
to the general commerce of all nations the transit at the single point where 
that commerce is effected, and in consequence of this the Government of 
Nicaragua has been compelled to protest against all the losses and damages 
which that unlawful act might produce, either to the interests of Nicaragua 
or to those of other nations that might be damaged. This protest was 
addressed on the 24th of November last to the Minister of Foreign Relations 
of Costa Rica, and on the same day the undersigned was directed to make 
known to the most excellent Secretary of State of the United States and to 
the Diplomatic Body at Washington that such a protest had been sent, in 
order that in no case Nicaragua shall be held responsible for the damages 
that any mercantile nation may have received from that unlawful and un¬ 
justifiable act, committed by the Costa Rican Government—an act so much 
the more unjustifiable, as the results of that usurpation of territory and of 
that arbitrary blockade, as everybody has seen, prove that it was not the 
defence of the country against the enemies of Central America which could 
excuse those scandalous proceedings, since fifty bandits or fillibusters have 
sufficed to take from the forces of Costa Rica the fortress occupied by them 
as well [5ic] all the steamers-on the river, which shameful event must not be 
imputed to the forces of Nicaragua. 

The undersigned, in complying with the orders which he has received from 
his Government to make to your Excellency this communication, has the 
honor [etc.]. 

> Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received January 4. 



/±niumu jusK ae ^r^sarr^, uuaiemaian, ^>atvaaoran, ana ivicaraguan Mimster to 

the United States^ to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, January ii, 1858. 

The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics of Guatemala, 
of Salvador and of Nicaragua has the honor of representing to H. E. the Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States, that these three Republics, as well as the 
others of Central America, cannot look, with indifference, on the impunity 
hitherto enjoyed by those bandits, who, from the ports of the American 
Union, have visited those countries with pillage, conflagration, death, 
desolation and all those horrors, which have scandalized the whole world; 
whilst the people of Central America had a right to rest for their safety on 
the friendly relations, which they maintained with these States and on the 
duty incumbent on their government to prevent those, whom they administer, 
from impunibly violating the rights of all the other nations. The Under¬ 
signed, therefore, hopes that the most efficacious means will be resorted to, 
with the view of bringing, to trial and punishment by the competent tribunals 
of the United States, those bandits, who, after going to those countries to 
commit their nefarious crimes trampling on the laws of all nations, have 
returned to these States, to make boast of the contempt with which they look 
upon mankind, of the derision in which they hold the laws and magistrates of 
their own country. 

The impunity of such crimes threatens all the nations of the earth with a 
repetition of the same attempts—the most serious and the most fatal, in their 
consequences, that may be committed against the rights of nations; for no 
country of the world could consider itself secure, if it were proved that the 
citizens of a great Republic, daily enlarging in power, can, on their private 
account, set on foot hostile expeditions organized to disturb the peace of 
any nation, and not only to go and disturb peace, but to undertake conquests, 
burning towns, spoiling the inhabitants of their property, murdering the de¬ 
fenders of the soil, alienating their laws, overthrowing their governments and 
finally committing all those excesses, which we have beheld perpetrated in 
Nicaragua by the bands of outlaws, headed by Walker, to the appallment of 
the world! 

The punishment of those malefactors, which all justice, joined to an im¬ 
perious necessity, demands, has become so much the more indispensible now 
that it is evident that the toleration, with which they have been treated, 
has begotten the insolence, with which they stand before the world, glorying 
in the contempt, with which they look upon all principles conservative of the 
neace of nations. Each one of these felons wishes to be considered as a 



sovereign power, with the right of levying war where he may deem it expedi¬ 
ent, under, or without, any pretext whatsoever, acknowledging accountabil¬ 
ity to no human authority. The most immoral of the crew, the most stupid 
among the stupid, have even the impudence to style themselves regenerators 
of the human race; and the worst of it is that there are editors and orators 
both, who stand up for the idea that these political absurdities can ever be 
converted into principles of a new law of nations; and by such, the like, im¬ 
pious doctrines are the morals of many perverted and thousands of followers 
secured to the ranks of the outlaws. 

Within a period of two years we have witnessed the departure and the re¬ 
turn of hundreds of outlaws who had left this country in violation of its laws 
and in mockery of the orders of its government; nor have they, upon their 
return, been called to any accountability for their acts. We have, but re¬ 
cently, seen that, in the face of the measures of the present administration, 
the departure of Walker’s expedition from Mobile and its landing on Punta 
Arenas were successfully accomplished. The like may hereafter succeed 
and there is greater danger that it will succeed, with the evidence before us, 
supplied by repeated acts, to demonstrate that it is a very easy matter for a 
hostile expedition to proceed from the ports of the Union, in defiance of the 
customs officers, unintercepted even by the naval power; whilst the male¬ 
factors, succeeding in landing on a desert point of the coast of the invaded 
country, have the assurance [effrontery?—Ed.] to establish their head¬ 
quarters, in sight of the armed vessels of the United States, on a spot, on 
which they could fortify themselves and receive the reinforcements, the 
assistance and the subsidies, which they require in their guilty undertaking. 

The Governments of Central America in general, and that of Nicaragua in 
particular, have a full right to ask the government of the United States to 
punish those, who, being citizens of those States, have, from their territory 
to those countries, carried war, pillage, arson, murders, and all the horrible 
and abominable crimes, which private individuals can commit, against 
nations. These attempts have compelled all the nations of Central America 
to make sacrifices in defense of their own security, jeoparded by those 
enemies of so peculiar and deadly a nature; but those enemies are guilty of 
crimes that should look to no mercy, in any country, before any human tribu¬ 
nal, under any laws, or at any time; because theirs are crimes committed 
against those laws of eternal justice, in which are envolved the peace, order, 
and security of all the Empires, realms and republics of the World; and be¬ 
cause, unless this class of gratuitous enemies of mankind shall be deterred by 
an utter severity of chastisement, the same abominable deeds will surely be 


conaucive to aeiiver tne nations ot Lentral-America from the very serious 
evils, to which they are exposed through the impunity of the violators of the 
rights of all the nations, and that shall work to this effect: that the adequate 
punishment of the delinquents shall give assurance of peace and tranquillity 
to those countries. 

In conclusion of this communication, the Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Leivis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

San Juan del Norte, 

On board of the Susquehanna. 
No. I January ig, jS^S. 

I arrived at this point yesterday evening, and find the inhabitants con¬ 
tented and quiet. They feel greatly relieved by recent events; and I am 
informed that a greater respect and confidence prevail in Nicaragua towards 
the United States at this moment than have existed heretofore. I have no 
doubt that the best relations will continue between the two countries without 
further distrust or interruption. I find two Steamers here, taken from the 
Filibusters, in charge of the American Consul, and held by him in the name 
of Your Department. I shall be under the necessity of employing one of 
them to take me up the San Juan river as far as Castillo, whence I shall pro¬ 
ceed in a Bungo or Canoe to San Carlos, where I hope to meet a steamer on 
Lake Nicaragua. The Legislature of this State is now in Session, and I am 
anxious to reach the Seat of Government (Managua) before that body ad¬ 
journs.—Hence I have taken the liberty of using the Steamer alluded to, for 
the purpose indicated, believing the act, will not be disapproved by the 
Department as it is the only safe, speedy and reliable mode of proceeding to 
my place of destination.— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, January 2y, 1858. 

The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua has the honor of 
again addressing His Excellency, the Secretary of State of the United States, 



Anderson has arrived in the United States—the same who committed acts of 
outrageous piracy at Castillo Viejo of Nicaragua and the river San Juan. 

This underling of the Chief of pirates is charged, by public opinion, with 
the destruction of various works in the fortifications of the Castle, when he 
found that he could no longer hold it—with having rendered useless the 
machinery of the steamers—with slaughtering cattle, belonging to private 
individuals, and committing all the depredations, which the spirit of destruc¬ 
tion could have suggested to a savage. 

These damages ought to be satisfied; because they are entitled, not to a 
less, but to a greater, consideration, for having been committed against a 
small republic; for, by every principle of equity, and justice, damages, caused 
to those, who encounter greater dilificulties in retrieving their losses, more 
pressingly call for an adequate reparation. 

Let it not be said that Walker and Anderson and their satellites have no 
means—that to supply this very lack of means, they went forth to plunder 
friendly nations and that, therefore, they cannot be made to pay for the 
damages, which they have caused. These piracies were but the results of an 
organized association, which had its contrivers and agents. The contrivers 
were those, who furnished money, arms, provisions and munitions, vessels 
and every other appliance to carry into effect the iniquitous and criminal 
undertaking; and as such they are bound to make good, pro rata, all the 
damages and injuries caused by the agents, since the latter must have failed 
to effect any thing without the means which the former supplied. 

It is the province of justice to ascertain who are those who furnished the 
means to carry out the criminal undertaking, entrusted for execution to 
Walker and his subalterns. But let the matter stand as it may, Nicaragua 
should not bear the injury inflicted, for the unsound reason that the robbers, 
who have despoiled her, and the assassins who made so many widows and 
orphans, are insolvent. 

Those, who, in Panama, on the 15*’* of April 1856, robbed and murdered 
some of the transit passengers, were no doubt insolvent; and yet, in spite of 
the fact, sufficient reasons have been shown to warrant an indemnification 
for the wrongs inflicted. In the case of Nicaragua the authors of the wrongs 
are Known; the damages are fully proved; they are evident; and those, who 
are answerable for them, within the reach of the United States’ courts. The 
Undersigned, therefore, representing the government of Nicaragua, asks His 
Excellency, the Secretary of State of the United States, to be pleased to 
make the present reclamation known to His Excellency, the President of the 
United States, to the end that, through competent authority of justice, the 

^ Above, this oart. doc. I4I7. 



damages and injuries inflicted on the Republic of Nicaragua and on her 
citizens of this country, who have set up piratical expeditions against a coun¬ 
try in friendly relations with the United States, shall be adequately repaired. 
The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Willia^n Carey Jones, Special Agent oj the United States to Central America, to 
Leivis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Realejo, Nicaragua, January 30, 1838. 

Sir: When I had the honor to address you from this place on the i®.* inst.^, 
I had come hither with the intention to embark on the steamer then expected, 
bound for Panama. Delays which I could not anticipate, but, as they came, 
could not prevent, kept me too late an hour to embark, & it was by means of 
a special courier that I was enabled to communicate with you, I returned, 
therefore, to Leon. The Minister of Foreign Relations (Don Gregorio 
Juarez) was there. He informed me that he and another had been ap¬ 
pointed special commissioners to meet the commissioners of Costa Rica 
(Messrs. Caiias and Cuadra) at Managua, to determine if possible, the 
disputed points between the two States. I thought the occasion opportune 
to a main object of my mission—observation—and went also to Managua. 
In the meantime, the Commissioners of Costa Rica had retired in a sort of 
disgust; and, as far as the proposed negotiation was concerned, the journey 
both of the Costa Rican Commission and myself, was fruitless. The agree¬ 
ment made at Rivas, in December, between the President-General Martinez 
and the Commissioners from Costa Rica, and which the former gentleman 
announced to me (in a letter communicated to the Department with my 
last) '* as a “definitive arrangement,” is understood to have been concurred 
in by the gov-' of Costa Rica, but has been absolutely rejected by the “Con¬ 
stituent Assembly ” of this State, now in session. It was on the passage of a 
decree to that effect that the Com” of Costa Rica departed, without waiting 
even the arrival of the persons appointed to meet them for new negotiations. 
Nicaragua is in a better situation than before the treaty, though not perhaps 
in consequence of it. She holds again the “Castillo Viejo;” but not by 
delivery from Costa Rica. It was taken from Costa Rica by the party of 
“adventurers” under Anderson; and on their abandonment of it (on hearing 
of the capture of their leader and confederates at San Juan del Norte) 



enter. The recovery of this important point, and consequent control of the 
river, having already fallen to Nicaragua, and a main object of the agreement 
at Rivas thus accomplished, no doubt influenced the Assembly in rejecting 
the treaty as a whole. They have since, however, modified their decree, 
at the instance I believe of Minister Juarez, and propose to renew negotia¬ 
tions at San Jos§ (C. R.) whither it is proposed soon to send a person to treat. 
I give it as my opinion that the questions between these States will not and 
cannot be settled by a treaty voluntarily & mutually made. There is not 
that disposition in the sentiments of the States toward each other; & if there 
were I do not perceive any basis for a compromise, unless Costa Rica should 
consent to abandon the object of her ambition & cupidity for many years, 
& for which she lately decimated her population in an otherwise fruitless war. 
Outside pressure (that is, apprehension of invasion from abroad) may 
operate to prevent on her part any active attempt at this time to regain the 
control of the river; but she will not voluntarily abandon her pretentions 
to a share in the line of transit. The river and lake are therefore liable to be 
the scene of a predatory warfare at any moment that the two States are 
sufficiently relieved from their present apprehensions of mutual danger. 

I had other objects in view, in my journey, to Managua; besides being 
present at the contemplated conference between the Com” of Costa Rica 
and this State, & to which also a special commissioner from San Salvador 
was to have been a party, as mediator. The treaty lately concluded at 
Washington with the Minister from this State was pending before the 
Assembly, & the Minister of Relations expressed a desire that I should be 
present to consult me on several proposed points of amendment. In many 
conversations on the subject, both at Managua, and afterward again at 
Leon, he was extremely solicitous to know how the govt, at Washington 
would be affected should this State suspend the ratification of the treaty for 
the purpose of certain explanations and reforms; and especially till treaties 
could be concluded with Great Britain & France, in order that those powers 
might not have a right to ask the same privileges as in the treaty were 
granted to the United States. I frankly told him that I did not think the 
State of Nicaragua would ever again have an opportunity for so advan¬ 
tageous an arrangement, though I agreed with him in the propriety of 
several modifications that were proposed, & that some points ought to be 
more clearly stated. At that time, large hopes were built on the newspaper 
reports of an embassy from each of the three great powers (the U. S., England 
& France) to act together, and make a mutual protectorate of this State. 
It was therefore then the determination of the Assembly and the executive 
govt, not to ratify M-Yrizarri’s firisarri’sl treaty, exceot with modifications. 



(leiermincci iinauy to ramy tne treaty unconaitionaiiy, witii instructions to 
Yrizarri jlrisarri] to solicit in an appendix the modilications that it had been 
proposed to insert in the body of the instrument. The treaty thus ratified 
will I presume s^o to Washington by this conveyance. I did not say to the 
Minister Juarez, but I will venture to say to the Department at Washington, 
that I hojic the treaty will not have been and will not be ratified by our 
Senate. It docs not make any guaranties at all adequate to the protection 
of the rights either personal or proprietary of American citizens, whilst it 
grants as it si^enis to me all manner of protection to this State. The govern¬ 
ment at Wh'ishington was not aware, in negotiating the treaty, of the extreme 
ill will which the majority of the officers of the government here, and the 
present dominant party, bear toward the United States & their citizens, and 
the facility with which all obligations not express in their terms and backed 
by a determination to enforce them are avoided. Neither this State nor 
Costa Rica, notwithstanding their terror of the American people, as ad¬ 
venturers or invadors, has any respect for the American government, and 
consequently none for the individual citizens of our country who find 
themselves here. Neither State having been heretofore held to account 
for its outrages on our citizens, they have both come to con.sider such 
Americans as fall into their power to be lawful prey, and the government 
at home to be impotent for the protection of its citizens abroad. The few 
Americans who remain in the country have come much to the same con¬ 
clusion, and find themselves under the necessity to be, in the words of the 
military governor at Rivas, used on an occasion hereinafter to be mentioned, 
“very humble,” {"'muy himtildes”). For my part I have never been able 
to discover why the fact of a State being feeble & impotent as compared with 
other nations should give it an immunity to be insolent, abusive, insulting 
and rapacious toward individuals from abroad, & defiant of the countries to 
which they belonged. Such immunity these States have hitherto certainly 
pos.sessed with respect to citizens of the United States, & they are now in 
exercise of it in quiet tS: contemptuous confidence that they will not be held 
to account. Any suggestion or opinion that they desire an emigration from 
the United Statcis, or in any considerable numbers from lAiropc, or will 
willingly see it, in any form whatever, is deceptive. The dominant idea of 
all Spanish America is the preservation of the dominion and ascendancy of 
what they are pleased to call the "rasalatina" [raza latina] or latin race. 
It is the burden of all their official papers, almost the vSole topic of their 
gazettes, tlio moving cause of the spasmodic efforts constantly making to 
form a union, and hence as is hoped revive the fortunes & provide for the 
security of the states of the old Spanish dominion, & the people that now 



desire, or by a quiet immigration, is not compatible with that dominant 
and absorbing idea. Hence, whatever professions may be held out to the 
Department at Washington, or whatever regards or desires expressed, you 
may be assured that our country & countrymen are regarded only with 
feelings of bitterness, and our prosperity and advancement as an impending 
calamity to these states. Hence, that whatever embarrassments they dare 
to interpose to the settlement in the country of Americans, & whatever 
indignities & wrongs they dare to inflict, will not be spared. I believe that 
both of these States would gladly forego the advantages that pecuniarily 
the transit offers to them if they felt it in their power to close it up against 
foreign ingress, and cease all communication with our government and 
people. These remarks are not applicable to all the people of Nicaragua, 
but they are to the ruling mass—that is, those who wear shoes and stockings, 
& who as a rule have no other occupation or means of livlihood than in the 
army, church, or civil government, & in the exactions which these employ¬ 
ments enable them to make. Among the subordinate population, who do 
all the labor, & bear all the burdens of the State, there is a strong under¬ 
current in favor of "Walker,” which is the name in which they embody the 
idea of American domination. In fact, they would gladly embrace any 
change to relieve them from their present masters, and the abominable 
system of military recruiting & forced contributions to which they are 
subjected. To this class, may be added, as desirous of a change, even to 
the dominancy of a foreign element, some proprietors and men of substance, 
who desire to pursue their vacations in peace, and who arc also the prey of 
army, church & state. There are others, malcontents with the existing 
government, who profess (in "confidence” to me) a desire for a fresh & 
successful invasion. Some of these are only in appearance malcontent, & 
are sent for the purpose of drawing out expressions of opinion or feeling from 
me. Others, and a large party, would be glad of so much assistance to over¬ 
throw the dominant party, & existing government; but would turn upon 
those who should aid them at the first appearance of their ascendancy, as did 
those who invited Walker when the purpose for which he was invited was 
accomplished, & they found that they had brought to them masters instead 
of servants. Since my visit to this part of the State (the seat of the " Leon- 
istas,” or "Democrats,”) my views as to the degree in which the two factions 
had reconciled, or accommodated their differences with a view to a settled 
govt., are much modified. The old bitterness and hatred continue and only 
wait opportunity to break again into intestine war. The remarks which I 
have made touching a settled dislike to the American government and 
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of the United States, and is disposed to take a philosophic, sensible and prac¬ 
tical view, of the destiny of his country,—recognizing as certain, the ultimate 
dominancy here of our race. 

The Minister of Nicaragua at Washington writes by the late steamer 
(from New York Jany. 5.) that a new and more formidable invasion than 
has hitherto occurred is impending from adventurers of the U. S. The 
government and the country are consequently in great commotion. The 
Minister of Foreign Relations who was having a relaxation at a sea bathing 
place near Leon was summoned by express to return to the seat of govern¬ 
ment with a view to the immediate appointment of commissioners to foreign 
powers to solicit aid. I shall not be surprized if Sehor Juarez shall be him¬ 
self chosen either for the United States or Europe; but this is only a con¬ 
jecture. The forces raised a few weeks since for an anticipated war with 
Costa Rica, & just disbanded, are again to be drawn into service, & the state 
converted into a military camp. It is not my opinion, however, that any 
effective force can be raised, or an effective resistance be made, against any 
considerable number—say 500—that should escape the vigilance of the 
authorities of the United States, & effect an entrance into the country; nor 
do I believe that the other States of the Isthmus are in a condition, or have 
the heart, again to enter with much energy into the contest. In the mean¬ 
time, however, and whether the dreaded irruption take place or not, all 
Americans in the country will be subject to every species of abuse and 
indignity. Under the circumstances I have determined that there has not 
been a time when the presence of a person authorized to obser\’-e and report 
to the govt, at Washington was more necessary; and I shall therefore await 
the arrival of General Lamar, or such other person as shall have been named 
Minister here. In fact, without an interview with the expected represent¬ 
ative, and communication to him of such information as I have, I should 
consider a great purpose of my mission lost. It is my design, therefore, to 
await his arrival at Managua. As soon after as possible, I shall depart for 
the United States. But I do not intend to leave this country' without some 
one in it for a witness. 

The good relations which were tendered by this go\h:. to me, on my arrival 
at Masaya, in the last of September, and the apparent cordiality with which 
the authorities reciprocated the sentiments of good will which I was charged 
to convey to them on the part of the United States, induced me to hope that 
nothing would occur during my sojourn of a character to require from me 


American citizens, showed a palpable change as soon as the letters which I 
had the honor to address to you with respect to the establishment of a Consti¬ 
tutional government were despatched. The chief authorities (particularly 
Martinez) were exceedingly anxious in regard to my despatches in that 
respect, for the reason that Yrrizari [Irisarri] had written that the Depart¬ 
ment was awaiting information through me to determine the question of his 
reception as Minister from this State. Gen- Martinez informed me of the 
receipt of this communication, at a ball given to him at Granada on the 6*^'* 
of October, & solicited at the same time to know the nature of the letters that 
I had despatched by the steamer of the 2^. I had written what were, and 
continue to be, the facts of the case. When those letters, & my subsequent 
ones, had had the effect they were capable of, the friendly spirit which had 
been exhibited toward the people of the United States evaporated.^ . . . 

In the latter part of November, at Virgin Bay, I employed an American 
M • ^ Fields to do some writing for me. Fie afterwards, at his desire, accom¬ 
panied me to Rivas. There he wished to continue with me, and to go, as 
I then designed going to Granada. I was somewhat disposed to accede to 
his wish, and therefore inquired of him as to his antecedents. lie told me 
very frankly that he had been in the array of Walker, employed in the 
Department of Flacienda or Treasury, up to the capitulation of Rivas, l)ut 
that he was on good terms with the authorities, and as far as he knew not 
in any way objectionable to them, & he referred me to the Military Governor 
Bonilla. In my estimation, the fact of having been in the service under 
Walker was not a crime, & to have continued till the capitulation rather 
a virtue. But I had adopted as a rule when I came into the State (and in 
accordance, as I believe, with the spirit of my instructions) not, unlcvss in 
an extreme case, to go counter to the ideas here, or to excite prejudice by 
having in my employ or occupation any person who might be objectionalilc. 
I showed this disposition on the first day of my arrival in the State, in an 
instance well known to this government, but not necessary to detail here. 
In pursuance of this intent, before determining with regard to the applica¬ 
tion of M- Fields, I went to Gen- Bonilla to inquire. Fie told me that the 
conduct of Mf Fields was entirely unexceptionable, & there could not be 
any objection to his remaining with me or residing where he should choose in 
the State. Ultimately, I did not decide to take M- Fields with me to the 
interior, but he remained in the same house in which I lodged at Rivas, & 
I gave him occasional employment. Meanwhile, the first reports concerning 

1 This omitted portion, covering three of the thirty-eight handwritten manuscript pages, 
relates to the refusal of a citizen of the United States to work without pay on a military barri¬ 
cade being constructed in anticipation of an attack by Costa Rica. Four affidavits reuard- 



oa.il jucia river, reacnea mvas, ana oen* iviartmez, impeiiea Dy tnem, came 
thither to arrange with the Commissioners from Costa Rica, and for a joint 
defence against the supposed invasion. I had several interviews with H. E., 
and on the conclusion of the negotiation with Gen 5 Canas he addressed me 
the letter informing me of the arrangement that had been made, as heretofore 
I have communicated to the Department. In the evening following this 
correspondence I was on horseback on way to San Jorge where I had my 
lodgings, and meeting the President dismounted to salute him. He asked 
me abruptly if 'Hhat man" was going with me to the interior. I inquired 
with surprise, what "man” he alluded to, "Fields," he replied. I told 
him no; I did not think I should make any arrangement to that effect. 
‘ ‘ Then he will have to leave the country. If you choose to take him under 
your care, & especially going to the interior, we will trust him; otherwise he 
shall be expelled immediately.” I restrained my indignation sufficiently to 
inquire the cause of this sudden judgment & condemnation. "Because he 
had been a fillibuster.” Gen- Bonilla was present, and I referred to him for 
the assurances he had before given me. With considerable embarrassment, 
he acknowledged what he had said, but added that "circumstances had 
changed, as the fillibusters were coming again.” And Martinez added that 
none who had been in that service should be allowed to remain unless under 
some special guaranty, as "my person.” I told him that I had taken pains 
beyond what my duties required & to my inconvenience, not to place myself 
in the position of giving special protection or immunity to persons against 
whom a prejudice might exist, & that this government should not force me 
into that position. The President replied, "Al fin, if he goes with you, 
very good; otherwise he shall be turned out of the State.” I felt my anger 
and indignation too high to trust myself to answer at once, &, taking leave, 
remounted my horse, made the circuit of the town, and went to the house 
of Gen* Jerez. To him I gave an account of the circumstances Sc the con¬ 
versation, at which he expressed both surprise and regret. I told him that 
I had avoided mentioning in my letters any thing that could be unpleasant, 
or raise a doubt of the good feeling of this government, & I was still anxious 
to avoid doing so, and had come to him with that view, rather than continue 
a controversial conversation with the President. That if a new irruption 
of adventurers should make, in the estimation of the government such meas¬ 
ures necessary, at least, it might wait till the reports were verified, & what 
the U. S. had done in the premises should be known. He professed to agree 
with me, and declared his intention immediately to see the President, and 
endeavor to have all such objectionable measures suspended, if not alto¬ 
gether stopped. Pie did not comply with his promise, and two days after- 


i hence 1 continued to ijan juan aei csur, naving reason to Delieve that a 
general persecution of American citizens was in contemplation, and hoping 
to prevent it by expostulation with the President. I met him in the road 
returning, & shortly after I went again to Rivas. 

In the middle of December, General Bonilla, as Military Governor of the 
Department which includes the Isthmus, issued an order to the effect that 
every foreigner, male and female, (qualcuier estranjero or estranjera) residing 
in the Department should appear before him "within three days,” and any 
one not so appearing should at the expiration of the third day be held a "sus¬ 
picious person.” I was at San Jorge when the decree was proclaimed there, 
and heard of it late in the evening. I immediately went up to Rivas, with 
the object both to comply with the order, & to learn its purpose. I first met 
Gen^ Martinez. He saluted me very kindly, & wondered what had brought 
me so late in the evening from San Jorge. I told him that I had come to 
comply with an order that had been proclaimed at San Jorge. But you. Sir, 
he answered, are not included or intended in the order, and had no occasion 
to give yourself so much trouble. I told him that as I had heard of the order 
it called on all foreigners, & that I was certainly not a native of the country. 
But (he continued) you have your immunities; you have the recognition of 
the government, and its consideration & that of the country. Gen- Bonilla 
came in, & repeated much the same. I told them that I should not separate 
myself from my countrymen, & should not claim or receive any immunity or 
privilege that did not apply to every other American resident of good conduct 
and against whom there was not made a specific charge; that I did not admit 
the legality, justice, or in any respect rightfulness of the order; but that as far 
as it was legal, just, or right, it applied to me as much as to any one else; that 
in possible cases I might claim my immunities to save myself or others from 
outrage, but not to shield either myself or any one from accountability to the 
law, & that whatever law, order or decree my countrymen resident there 
were accountable to I wished it to be well understood I also was accountable 
to, and should not under any circumstances plead a privilege to avoid a 
process or a duty that any one of my countrymen was subject to. I sug¬ 
gested to the President many reasons why the decree ought not to have been 
issued, & why it ought to be recalled. That a general order or warrant for a 
class of persons could not but be felt as an indignity to that class; that it 
must include persons whom the government had no wish or motive to molest 
(this he admitted—saying that it was intended for very few); that it would 
impose extreme hardships, for he well knew that among the Americans resi¬ 
dent in the district there were scarcely the means of livlihood, and that some 
were only detained in the country by illness, and a majority probably by 


who were known to be both innocent & helpless with those who might be sus¬ 
pected; that while it stated that persons who did not present themselves 
within the prescribed time, should be counted suspicious persons, the order 
made all who came within its description suspicious persons; else, why were 
they called? That the calling alone imputed a crime, a charge, or a burden of 
some sort, and that ought to be stated that the parties should be prepared to 
meet it; that the requirement to come was of itself a penalty—and to many 
persons a heavy one—and the penalty was laid as far as appeared for no 
fault, unless to be a foreigner was a fault; even admitting that the govt, had a 
right to make such a mandate, whether it was politic to excite indignation & 
enmity in the breast of every foreigner in the State? Finally, I appealed to 
him, that as the ''coming of the filUbusters” was the alleged motive for all 
these measures, to at least wait a few days until the facts were known, & some 
real necessity appear. I peremptorily refused to be held exempt from the 
order if others were held subject to it, and finally, Bonilla drew up a paper for 
me—what we should call in the South a “free paper,” or “pass.” I refused 
to receive it, or any thing except a mere certification that I had complied 
literally with the decree in presenting myself at his bureau; and added that I 
did not think there was an American in the district, or any where else, who 
would accept or carry such a paper. He told me I was mistaken; that they 
would all take it, and very gladly; that I would find that the Americans here 
were very humble and obsequious —{“muy humildes ”). As it was my desire, 
and I believed it to be my duty, at all events most decorous, to avoid any 
personal controversy, I suppressed the replies which this and other insolencies 
on the part of those gentlemen provoked, & which rose to my lips. I may 
here, however, express the hope that the time is not distant when such a re¬ 
mark cannot be made of our countrymen here. 

I availed of that interview to bring to the notice of the President another 
subject. The commandant at San Juan del Sur stands charged with opening 
a letter & changing its envelope, after abstracting from it a considerable sum 
of money, on the 23^ Sept- last. I had an interest in the matter for the rea¬ 
son that the money abstracted was a part of what had been stolen from me in 
San Jos6 de Costa Rica in July. Gen^ Bonilla, to whose attention I at once 
brought the case, undertook the investigation with zeal, but presently aban¬ 
doned it. It turned out that he abandoned it by order of the President. 
Therefore I appealed to him. The opening of the letter, & change of covers, 
was confessed, & as an afterthought of three months the opening was justified 
on the ground that it was a “suspicious letter,” and opened for “political 
reasons.” I reminded the gentlemen that the letter was addressed to the 


that he had many letters addressed to Americans on the Isthmus, from “filli- 
busters” in the United States, & by which he was informed of the movements 
going on. I inquired how he could have possession of letters brought by a 
U. S. mail and addressed to private persons? The answer was: “ In the man*- 
ner that I have them, Sir!” (”£n el modo que los iengo, Senor!") 

It will be understood, therefore, by the Department, that neither public nor 
private correspondence is inviolate after it passes the first sands of this State. 

The President finally refused to direct the investigation to be continued, on 
the ground that ‘‘It seemed all the witnesses were Americans which he said 
with a sneer. He added, that if Gen- Canas, whose name had been men¬ 
tioned in the conversation, should make a deposition, it might suffice for a 
foundation. I replied to him that it was true that the witnesses were all 
Americans, but that there [sic] those of them, of good character, and not in¬ 
ferior in intelligence or credibility to himself; that the only testimony that 
Gen - Canas could give would be what was related to him at the time by the 
witnesses, & that he was at their request and mine the bearer of the pack¬ 
age, with its remaining contents and substituted cover, to Gen * Bonilla. The 
President then dismissed the matter by saying that I might, if I chose, apply 
to the govt, of Managua. I did so, on my arrival there, and was told with 
much politeness that no information had been received there on which an in¬ 
vestigation could be instituted. 

It may be taken as a settled matter that a case in which an American is in¬ 
terested, and the witnesses happen to be ''all Americans" will not be suffered 
here to go to investigation. 

Among the persons who came to Rivas in conformity with the decree of 
Geni Bonilla, were M- Fields (before spoken of) and M- Garrard, proprietor 
of a hotel at Virgin Bay, with whom I had been accustomed to lodge when at 
that place. On their presentation of themselves, they were directed, without 
any question or inquiry, or any cause assigned, to “remain in Rivas,” & in¬ 
formed that a detachment of soldiers was appointed “to watch them.” 
They came immediately to my lodgings, and a few moments afterward the 
Captain of Police entered, and told them, in my presence, that he was in¬ 
structed to say to them that they were not allowed to leave the city, & if they 
attempted to do so they would be “shot without ceremony,” {"maiado sin 
ceremonia ). As a number of American citizens were expected to arrive 
during the day, and I knew that some of them would desire to consult me, 
and, in fact, with a view to encourage and inspirit all, I put out from my 
rooms the American flag. In the course of the day I had occasion to send a 


bpaiiisil, to carry it. tjeni Martinez had his quarters m the same house, and 
while M- Fields was speaking to Bonilla, the President, without other ap¬ 
parent motive, came into the room, & walking up to Fields, without looking 
at him, addressed him: “Don’t you attempt to leave this city. Don’t think 
because that man (alluding to me & pointing to my lodgings a few doors off) 
has his flag out that it is any security for you. I will have you shot if you at¬ 
tempt to leave this town if there were forty such flags over you.’’ The pre¬ 
ciseness with which M ^ Fields narrated this to me convinced me of its truth ; 
but I am cautious of receving reports & therefore took steps to verify 
this by calling on Bonilla. He told me that it was true; that Fields had re¬ 
ported the remarks literally as I stated them, and added the President was 
“much irritated’’ {'‘muy irritado”) at an application which I had made for a 
copy of Bonilla’s decree, & at seeing the flag. The copy of the decree, which, 
after a good deal of trouble, I procured, was communicated with my letter of 
the inst.^ to the Department. 

My latest advices direct from the Department are of the 8-^^ OctF^ By 
private letters I learn that communications from me were received at the De¬ 
partment in the latter part of December. Those communications ought to 
have been to the beginning of that month. 

The newspaper reports, which we have to 5 Jany. report that a large party 
in the Congress & of the public have doubts of the legality of the seizure of 
Walker & his companions in the territory of a foreign State. As was noticed 
in my letter of 1st. Jany. the President of this Republic was also doubtful on 
the point, and desirous of my opinion. I told H. E. on that occasion that I 
did not think it was a question necessary to be discussed between him and 
myself, for I was sure that if Nicaragua felt agreived, a mere intimation of 
the fact would cause the prisoners to be released, & any proper reparation 
made for the mistaken action of our vessels of war in taken captives on 
her coast. I shall not be disappointed or surprised if the official and public 
opinion of the United States make true the speculative doubts entertained at 
the first moment by the chief authority here. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, February 2, 1858. 

I have seen, in the New York papers, that correspondences, from Washing¬ 
ton, state that the Government of Nicaragua has rejected the Treaty, which 



sons therefor, that, I had acted without sufficient powers and that all the 
Central American States had opposed it. What I can assure Your Excel¬ 
lency is, that on the 28th of December the Minister of Foreign Relations of 
Nicaragua writes to me as follows: “The Treaty, concluded by you with the 
government of that Republic, has been received. As it is, in itself, of so seri¬ 
ous an importance that it demands to be considered with the greatest cau¬ 
tion, the views of Your Excellency, laid down in your note of 18*^’' of Decem¬ 
ber, notwithstanding. His Excellency, the President-Delegate^ requires time 
to reflect and decide on so delicate a matter. As circumstances, however, 
demand a prompt decision; by the mail of next month; you will be advised of 
the decision, accompanied by the instructions, which the case may require”. 

This was written the day after the reception of the Treaty, which did not 
reach Managua until the 27*’^ of December. 

With the highest consideration [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jo$t de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, February 15, 1858. 

I have the honor of stating to you that I am informed, from very good au¬ 
thority, that the so called General Henningsen, late one of Walker’s sub¬ 
alterns in his lawless undertakings against Nicaragua, left the city of New 
York, about the 9*^ or io*’‘ of the current month, with the intention of going 
to the Southern States, whither, I am assured, said Henningsen is prepa¬ 
ration a new expedition against Nicaragua. Not, however, under 
Walker’s orders; as he himself is to be the leader of the expedition. It is 
said that this new expedition is to sail from New Orleans, or from Mobile or 
Texas. This I bring to your knowledge, in order that Your Excellency may 
issue such directions as the Government may deem expedient to prevent the 
departure of said expedition. I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ The translation, apparently made in the Department at the time the note was received, 
is thus. The Spanish original reads, “El Excmo. Senor Diputado Presidente.” 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received February 17. 



Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary oj State of the United States ^ 

Brooklyn, New York, February is, i8sS. 

Although I have received no despatch from the Minister of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions of Nicaragua, by the steamer Star of the West, which came in on the 
13*''^ instant and although I do not expect my correspondence before the end 
of the month, via San Juan del Sur, because that is the regular and safest way 
by which official communications are transmitted to me; I have deemed it 
proper to impart to you that I have seen a letter written at Greytown on the 
id*-'' ultimo, with a postcript of the 28“*, in which It is affirmed that news had 
reached that place, of the ratification of the treaty between Nicaragua and 
the United States and of the rejection of that between Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica. 

The same letter states that General Lamar, the United States’ minister, 
had gone up the river on board of the Steamer Morgan; the said steamer hav¬ 
ing been helped in the trip by the United States frigate Susquehanna, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 4 Managua, Nicaragua, February 26,1858. 

Sir: . . . Having complied with the required formalities on such occa¬ 
sions, I delivered my Credentials to the President on the 8. Insb . . . 

Even before I was recognised in my official capacity the work of enforcing 
the action of the government on the pending Treaty between the two coun¬ 
tries had already begun. The Minister of Foreign Relations, with a few of 
the Deputies of the National Assembly, called upon me privately and mani¬ 
fested, in a desultory conversation, their repugnance to many portions of the 
Treaty. I understood at once that I had to combat many prejudices and 
wrong conceptions, both with regard to the spirit of the treaty and the inten¬ 
tions of our government; and to this end, my share of the conversation was 
chiefly directed. Immediately upon my recognition, conversations with the 
Minister of Foreign Relations upon this subject were renewed; and became 
frequent and protracted; in all of which it was my endeavorAo allay his ap- 


prehensions, and to smoothe the way, as far as posible [^^c], to its speedy 
ratification. . . . 

. . . Indeed I feel almost confident that the treaty will be ratified by the 
next Steamer in spite of the prevailing fears that, instead of its closing, it 
will only open the door to Filibustering. This is the great dread of the na¬ 
tion. 

There is in all this country a deep-seated terror, that, when the Americans 
are admitted into it, the natives will be thrust aside—their nationality lost,— 
their religion destroyed,—and the common classes be converted into hewers 
of wood and drawers of warter. I have laboured hard to allay these appre¬ 
hensions, by arguments and considerations of every class and kind, which it 
would be useless to recapitulate in this communication. I think, however, 
that my everlasting talk amongst them, and kind assurances, have not been 
without their good effects. There is at this time a better state of feeling 
towards the United States than has ever existed; and in Mr. Buchanan per¬ 
sonally the public confidence is unbounded. They seldom speak of him as 
President of the United States; but separating him from his office, call him 
by name, and hail him as a friend. . . . 

Since writing the above and just as I was on the eve of closing this despatch, 
I have been confidentially informed that the President says that the Con¬ 
gress will adjourn very soon in order to avoid any action on the Treaty for 
the present; and that it will reassemble before the expiration of the time al¬ 
lowed for the ratification of the treaty. I have no time now to inquire into 
the matter; but within the last two days various persons have arrived here, 
—and among them several foreigners, who are in continual communication 
with the President; and there is, to every appearance powerful machinations 
going on to defeat the Treaty. I have no idea they will be able to effect this; 
but the prospects of a speedy ratification, have somewhat changed since 
writing the foregoing. 

Webster, Vanderbilt’s Agent, is among the wire-workers. lie arrived here 
yesterday, and immediately notified this government that he had purchased, 
in the name of Vanderbilt, from the government of Costa-Rica, the two lake 
Steamers—San Carlos, and La Virgin—together with all the rights of Costa 
Rica on the two river Steamers now at San Juan Del Norte. He is to pay 
Costa Rica Ninety thousand dollars for said vessels; but according to con¬ 
tract, Nicaragua is to have the refusal of them—that is—she has the right to 
take them at the same price in preference to Webster, provided she pays the 
Ninety thousand dollars by the 20th of next month—a thing impossible.— 
Webster tells this government, that Stebbins and White will not be able to 


strengthened by the application (as I am told) of this company to have the 
time of commencing the route until next January. Besides, the Company 
have forwarded to the Nicaraguan government, some legal opinion going to 
prove that they have not as yet forfeited their contract, nor can forfeit it 
while the Water in the San Juan remains too low, to admit the large Steamers 
to pass into the Lake. As to the final action of this government in the mat¬ 
ter I can hazzard no opinion at present. Upon this subject, as upon 
many others, it is bewildered, vacillating, and knows not what to do. 

Irrisarri, has written to his government, referring it to some articles in the 
Union,—I have not seen them—and has endeavored to enforce the idea that 
Nicaragua has nothing to expect but aggression, either from the Government 
of the United States or from the Filibusters. He says there is no remedy; 
and recommends the adoption of the treaty as the least of two evils, prefer¬ 
ring that this country should be filibustered by our goverment than by 
private marauders. I have not seen his correspondence, but am well assured 
that it goes to the above purport; and it has produced considerable sensation 
here; and I believe gave rise to the idea already alluded to, of adjourning the 
Assembly to avoid any action on the treaty at present. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, to 
Gregorio Judrez, Minister of Foreign Afairs of Nicaragua ^ 

[extracts] 

A Managua, February 27, 1858. 

Sir: It is my desire to embark on the steamer “Columbus", which is ex¬ 
pected to arrive in the port of Realejo about the i®* prox- & to depart in that 
vessel for the United States. With my departure will conclude in the terri¬ 
tories of Nicaragua the Agency that I am entrusted with by the United 
States, & which led to the relations & correspondence that I have had the 
honor to hold with the M. E. government of this Republic. 

The expressions of friendship & good will that I was charged on the part of 
the government at Washington to convey to the authorities & people of this 
State were very agreable for me to communicate, because entirely shared 
in by me. 

One of the desires earnestly expressed by my government in behalf of this 

1 Special Agents, vol. 20, enclosed with Jones to the Secretary of State, March 31, 1858, 
below, this part, doc. 1428. 



government. In response to this benevolent desire—I had the satisfaction, 
even before I had had an opportunity for an interview with the supreme func¬ 
tionaries of the State to communicate to Washington my belief that the con¬ 
flicting parties here had so accomodated their differences, & the country was 
so fatigued with the disastrous Wars brought on by those differences, that 
the steps then taking would result in the establishment of a constitutional 
government, with the popular approbation, & consent of all parties. After¬ 
ward, I had the satisfaction to advise of the progress of the elections, & my 
more matured conviction that the then authority of the State, which, if 
anomalous in its character was not the less real, would speedily be followed 
by a government combining the qualities of fact & law. 

This information I had confidence at the time to assure Y. E. & other mem¬ 
bers of the M. E. government, would speedily result in the accomplishment 
of the desire so earnestly expressed by the authorities here for a recognition 
by the Cabinet at Washington. This assurance was not given without being 
well considered, & it has not been disappointed. Not only was promptly 
recognized & treated with the gentleman nominated by the Provisional Gov¬ 
ernment, to represent it at Washington, but the Cabinet there, with the ad¬ 
vice & consent of the Senate, has appointed a Minister Plenipotentiary here, 
& selected for the place a statesman of distinguished reputation & character. 
In making the communications that have been followed by this happy result, 
I did not fail also to communicate to Washington the very courteous decree 
in which this M. E. Government was pleased to offer me its confidence & di¬ 
rect its functionaries to aid me in the objects of my agency, nor any of the 
acts of politeness & consideration which convinced me, & were calculated to 
manifest to the United States a reciprocity of the friendly regard that I knew 
was entertained for this State by that government, & which I had been 
charged with the agreable duty to express. 

Those courtesies on the part of your honorable department & of the M. E. 
government I have taken the proper occasion to acknowledge, & to express 
my thanks for, & I now have pleasure in renewing the expression of those 
sentiments.— 

It is a matter of much regret with me that I cannot here close this note with 
only those kindly expressions that are appropriate to a letter of departure. 

But the candor with which I have conducted my relations & correspond¬ 
ence with this State compels me to continue.’- . . . 

I again make my acknowledgments & thanks for the courtesies with which 
this M. E. government found proper to my arrival, & especially for the good 
relations official and personal, that I have constantly had with Y. E. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 





Gregorio Judrez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to William Carey 
Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America ^ 

[translation] 

B Managua, February 27, 1858. 

Sir: At this moment, which is nine o’clock at night, I have received your 
estimable letter of farewell, advising my government that you depart for the 
United States by the approaching steamer “Columbus.” 

You have had the goodness to appreciate the manifestations of good will 
of my government, the friendly candor with which the undersigned has had 
the honor to entertain with you the most cordial relations. 

At the same time you bring to view the pain which you experience in mak¬ 
ing mention of some disagreeable occurrences that have happened with per¬ 
sons of your nation, and even with yourself, during the last conflict in which 
the Republic saw itself by the new invasion of Walker. 

My government, profoundly grateful for your efficacious cooperation in 
the reestablishment of the credit of the Republic before your M. E. govern¬ 
ment, instructs me to give you the amplest thanks, and to manifest to you its 
ardent desires that your voyage may be prosperous, and that in arriving in 
the bosom of your family you will find causes of happiness and congratula¬ 
tion; and alone remains the regret that you should have chosen these mo¬ 
ments to record disagreeable acts whose fatal impression may erase from 
your memory those sympathies those civilities and polite attentions of the 
Nicaraguences displayed toward you. 

With sentiments of respect, and with my earnest wishes that your voyage 
may be happy, I subscribe myself [etc.]. 


1427 

Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 6 Managua, Nicaragua, March 27, i8s8. 

Sir: The Treaty between the United States and Nicaragua was ratified by 
the National Assembly last night, after a long-contested struggle. The op¬ 
position to the Treaty was obstinate and inveterate; but wisdom and pa¬ 
triotism finally triumphed over prejudice, bigotry, and hatred. The victory 


ix; nas oeen a nara matter witn me to eumuat tne ueep pi cjuu-ii-ca pic vein- 
ing on this subject, and I believe the ratification would have failed or been 
postponed, but for a private communication which I addressed to Minister 
Juarez, and which was read to the most influential members of the Assembly, 
depicting the real condition of their country and the fatal consequences 
which would inevitably flow from the indulgence of unfounded prejudices 
against my government, and the rejection of its proffered friendship. I do 
not transmit this document, because it was inofficial and prepared only to 
meet the emergencies of the moment. . . . 

Webster has entered into a contract, in the name of Vanderbilt, for opening 
the Transit through the Istmus. It wants, however, final confirmation 
by the President. Anxious to ascertain what course His Excellency would 
take in the matter I had a short conversation with him this morning; but 
could get nothing out of him. I have come to the conclusion, from all that I 
can gather, that Stebbins and White will be allowed until June next to have 
their boats actually on the route, or forfeit their contract; in which event 
Webster’s Contract will be considered as valid. The President thinks the 
conditions of this one are much more favorable to Nicaragua than those of 
Stebbins and White’s, and would probably adopt it, at once and uncondi¬ 
tionally, if he did not fear the reclamations which Stebbins and White might 
make upon the Government of Nicaragua. The President tells me that 
Irisarri is in favor of Stebbins and White. Webster has boasted that the old 
Comodore is determined to have the line either by fair or fowl means. 

Finding that I had no influence with the Government with respect to 
Webster’s contract, I addressed a letter, here appended,^ to the Minister of 
Foreign Relations urging the propriety of submitting it to the President of 
the United States for its approval, before its final ratification. My sugges¬ 
tion, however, was studiously avoided. The authorities seemed resolved 
that our government should have no voice in the matter. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, March 31, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival in this city. I arrived 
last evening from Managua in Nicaragua, via Realejo, Panama, liavana and 
Charleston. 

^ Not included in this publication. Its purport and effect are here indicated. 


that month to Managua, whither I had learned that Gen* Lamar had arrived. 
From the hands of Genl. Lamar I received on the d'.'* of Fehy. the despatch 
with which you honored me under date of of December?' Like delays 
have attended the receipt of all the communications that the Department has 
been pleased to send to me: a circumstance that has much embarrassed my 
movements. Had the dispatch of the 29*.*' of December, or a duplicate of it, 
been forwarded to me by mail I should have received it on the 23^ of Jan. at 
Realejo, saving a fortnight’s time, & a journey (going & returning) of a hun¬ 
dred ik eighty miles to procure it. 

After communicating with Genl. Lamar, as above stated, in the early part 
of February, I again visited the towns of Leon, Chinandegua, & Realejo, & 
other places of interest in that part of Nicaragua. 

In the latter part of that month I thought it proper again to make the 
journey to Managua for the purpose of a final interview with Genl. Lamar, & 
to take leave of the Government with which I had been in communication. 
Accordingly on the 27*.’' of February I addressed the letter of which a copy is 
sent herewith, (marked A.)® to the Hon. Secy, of Foreign Relations, Don 
Gregorio Juarez. I read this letter to Genl. Lamar; and at his request per¬ 
mitted a copy of it to be taken for him. The paper herewith sent (marked 
B.)"* is a copy and translation of the reply which the Honble. Sehor Juarez 
was pleased to transmit to me. It was not with less regret than that gentle¬ 
man expresses that I found myself obliged at the close of my intercourse with 
that State to allude to unpleasant circumstances. I could not, however, ac¬ 
cording to my ideas of frankness & fair dealing, take leave of the State with¬ 
out at least seeking out the heads of those subjects of complaint that had oc¬ 
curred immediately in my own knowledge & that I had determined it to be 
my duty to communicate in respect of® with your Department. I avoided 
any thing beyond a statement of the points; that being sufficient to apprize 
whatever functionaries of the character of the communications that with 
reference to the matters mentioned I should make. In the hurried reading 
of my note which the brief space of time only allowed prior to the replication 
to it, the honorable Minister Juarez has received the impression that among 
the subjects that I speak regretfully of are some personal to myself. You 
will observe, however, that I carefully avoid mentioning any grievance of my 
own. If hereafter the repugnance that I have to so doing should be overcome, 
it will be by developments that make it an imperative duty. It affords me 
much satisfaction to say, that during all my sojourn in Nicaragua it was my 
good fortune to have with the honorable gentleman who so ably occupies the 
foreign department of that State the friendliest relations political and personal. 

1 innliirlpfl in l liis niihlifa+inn. 2 Ahove. 1 :his volume. Dt. I. doc. lOQO. 


The suggestion which I made in my letter of 22^ Feby. that the treaty 
concluded in this city (Washington) with M. Yrizarri, as Plenipotentiary 
from Nicaragua, had been ratified, and, with the ratification, would be re¬ 
turned by that mail to the United States turns out not to have been fulfilled. 
I wrote at a distance from the Capital, but the information on which I wrote 
was from the highest authority, & direct and positive; and what I wrote in 
relation to the matter was undoubtedly the line of policy that had been deter¬ 
mined on in the latter part of January. That policy was changed by posi¬ 
tive information being received of the approach of a Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the United States, and the hope that he would be accompanied, or 
speedily followed, by Diplomatic Representatives from the courts of Great 
Britain and France. According to the best opinions that I could form in my 
last very brief visit to Managua, it is not probable that the treaty will be 
ratified by the authorities of Nicaragua except with material modifications, 
nor till after consultation with the governments of the other Isthmian States. 
On all these subjects, however, Gen! Lamar will undoubtedly have fully in¬ 
formed you, 

I have the pleasure to be able to state that General Lamar had made a 
most favorable impression on the public mind. A manuscript copy of his 
address on the occasion of his official reception was circulated in Leon and 
Chinandegua at the time of my last visits to those places, and gave much 
satisfaction, as was expressed to me on many occasions by the most intelligent 
& influential inhabitants. 

I am engaged in the preparation of my final report to the Department of 
the results of my agency, and will conclude it with all diligence. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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William Carey Jones, Special Agent of the United States to Central America, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April 7, 1838. 

Sir: The letters which I had the honor to address to you from San Jos6 and 
Punta-Arenas, in Costa Rica, on the 2“^ Sc 6-^ September last,^ narrated how 
the government of that State had seen fit to ignore & contemn certain acts of 
this government, for that purpose stultifying its own previous conduct; to 
imprison in a barbarous manner, and otherwise maltreat, an American Citi¬ 
zen, without any cause assigned, or even conjectured, and without process of 
law; to deny to an agent and representative of this government the privileges 



that agent and representative that he should receive an answer to a civil and 
proper application of his “through the Captain of Police,” & to refuse, with 
insolence and contempt, to receive communications which it was informed 
and aware this government had given special directions should be made to it. 

In the communications that the Department has been pleased to address to 
me, these occurrences & facts are not alluded to; and I learn from inquiry of 
the Assistant Secratary of State that they have not been the occasion of any 
rebuke, or even remark, to the State whose conduct is in question; & further, 
that directions have already gone forward to establish diplomatic inter¬ 
course with that State in its own Capital, without reference to its above men¬ 
tioned & other.insolences. 

Knowledge of these facts necessarily gives me much pain. The conduct 
of the government of Costa Rica was not in any sense a personal indignity, 
nor a matter of which, as far as the record shows, I could personally com¬ 
plain. It was an indignity to the United States, & in that respect undisguised, 
and in no way made personal. But the action, or rather the non-action, 
of the government of the United States, whatever its intent, necessarily 
implies to me a censure and rebuke; and I am not disposed to rest under 
censure or rebuke administered by implication. I therefore request that the 
matter be immediately examined, and the opinion of the Department dis¬ 
tinctly set out. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 


1430 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Brooiclyn, New York, April i6,1858. 

The Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Nicaragua has 
the honor of communicating to His Excellency the Secretary of State of the 
United States of America that a filibustering expedition against Nicaragua is 
in a state of preparation at Mobile, and that it will sail thence, or from New 
Orleans, in the beginning of June next. 

The Legislature of Alabama has granted to a Company the privilege of es¬ 
tablishing a steam-line between Mobile and the ports of the Gulf of Mexico 
and those of the Caribean Sea; and the Undersigned is in possession of 
most positive information, that will not allow him to doubt that said com¬ 
pany intends, under the specious name of emigrants, to introduce large par¬ 
ties oi filibusters into Nicaragua, by San Juan del Norte. This scheme of dis- 
a-in‘cp.rl I'nvn.cil'nn of Central America was arranged by William Walker before 


out that expedition, are the individuals who now constitute the said privileged 
company; whilst the Undersigned has ascertained that this company is to be 
connected with another one organized in San Francisco, in California, which 
will monthly dispatch, for San Juan del Sur and Realejo, a number of sailing 
Brigs; the ultimate intention being to cruise on Lake Nicaragua, in bongoes 
and launches, of the larger size, which they will have brought over for that 
purpose. 

The stockholders have agreed not to charge more than ten dollars for each 
passenger, to obviate the idea that they are carried over gratis; but it is well 
understood that the ten dollars are to be paid out of the coffers of the company; 
and it is supposed that the pretended peaceful emigrants will be able to land 
with their arms, because it is asserted to be the privilege of citizens of the 
United States to carry their weapons wherever they please. The command 
of the Steamer, which it is proposed to clear on the first of June proximo, will 
be given to Captain Faysoux, who served under Walker in his former at¬ 
tempts against Nicaragua; whilst the command of the sailing vessels is to be 
entrusted to Colonel Kewen, belonging to the same party. 

It is evident that those who cherish the intention of invading Nicaragua 
and asserting dominion over Central America, have endeavored, in this in¬ 
stance, to cloak their expedition in the garb of legality and fairness, so that 
they may neither be prevented from leaving the ports here, nor shut out 
from those of Nicaragua. If these expeditions, however, can succeed in 
baffling the vigilance of the federal authority of the United States of America; 
they cannot prevent the Governments and the nations, which they threaten 
with a repetition of these filibustering undertakings; from adopting such 
measures of safety as may be suggested by prudence and required by the law 
of self-preservation. 

The Undersigned has advised the governments, which he represents, of the 
dangers which threaten them, as he has ascertained their existence in such 
a way as to leave no room for doubt in his mind; and he feels convinced that 
these pretended emigrants will not be permitted to land in Nicaragua, or that 
they shall be dealt with as covert and treacherous enemies, should they suc¬ 
ceed in landing, as they now propose to do. 

If a friendly government have no right to send troops, armed, or unarmed, 
through the territory of another friendly government, without the express 
consent of the latter; much less may foreign individuals cross a country 
which is not theirs, the Majority of them with arms in their hands. But 
should such, armed, pilgrimage, at all times and in every land, be looked upon 
as most suspicious; much more reasonably would it be so in the eyes of the 
Nicaraguans, who have amply experienced the treachery and the audacity of 


ing the most harmless of principles into elements of greatest outrages. But 
saddest of all is it also that those states, whilst they stand among the weakest 
should be reduced to the farther necessity of shielding themselves from perils, 
which stronger States need not apprehend. 

Nicaragua is compelled to use the largest precaution against the rash at- 
tempts of her invaders; for repeated are the instances, in which, in the port of 
New York and in other ports of the Union, hostile expeditions were organized 
against that country, without the ability, on the part of the authorities of 
this, to prevent their achievement, or, up to this day, to secure punishment 
of any one of the violators of the laws, upon which the security of nations 
rest. The instructions of this Government having invariably been eluded; it 
is binding on the government of that Republic to provide for its own security, 
through such means as its prudence may suggest. 

The government of Nicaragua has opened, to the United States and to all 
the other nations, a passage across the isthmus of that name, and stipulated, 
with an American company, for all such conditions as are necessary to the 
security of the country. But it will not be at liberty to grant to other com¬ 
panies, or to any individual, the right of disposing of that transit as of a 
thing that has no owner and one, of which the whole world may claim the 
disposal. 

Nicaragua, therefore, holding the unquestionable right of framing those 
regulations of internal police, required by the transit across her territory, in 
order that an absolute freedom of passage may not lead to the detriment of 
the nation; the Undersigned has deemed it to be his duty to acquaint the 
federal government of the United States of America, with the fact that the 
government of Nicaragua will recognize, in no company, the right of perform¬ 
ing such transit, unless under submission to the internal police of that Re¬ 
public and on condition of such company’s having been formed with the ap¬ 
probation of that government. 

The Legislatures of these States of the Union may legislate with a view to 
action within the limits of their respective territories; but in no manner on 
questions, that may affect the territories of foreign countries and, in any 
thing, inflict injury on a foreign sovereignty; since citizens of the United 
States only will be entitled, in Nicaragua, to the privileges and rights, which 
are granted to them by virtue of treaties negotiated with the federal govern¬ 
ment. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 



Afitofiio JosS dc iTisciTY'i^ N'T^ccLTCi^ticifi j^^fvistsT to tho UTl'ltCCL ^tdtdS^ to l^cwts 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, April 22, 185S. 

Ex;SiR; I have received your valued note, dated the 20*** instant,^ through 
which you have been pleased to answer mine of the 16 instant,® conveying to 
you a notice of the lawless expedition, now preparing, at Mobile, against the 
Republic of Nicaragua; and I greatly regret to have it to say to Your Ex¬ 
cellency that I cannot give the names of the persons, anonymously men¬ 
tioned in my former note, as participating in the contemplated filibustering 
expedition; because to give them were to break confidence reposed in me 
and thus to shut out all future disclosures. This notwithstanding, I be¬ 
lieve that the details, set forth as to the general scheme, the persons engaged, 
the time and the localities mentioned in my said note of the 16*-'' instant, are 
sufficient indications for the federal authorities of the United States to ferret 
out the rest and to enable them to prevent the consummation of these new 
attempts at filibustering expeditions. 

Under the apprehension that ignorance, on the part of some of the citizens 
of the United States, on the question of transit across the isthmus of Nicara¬ 
gua, the privilege of which is exclusively granted to the American Atlantic 
and Pacific Ship Canal Company, might result in prejudice to innocent 
speculators; it has seemed to me indispensable that the public should be 
notified that such transit cannot be carried on by any other companies, or 
individuals, even though the Government of Nicaragua should desire to 
confer this favor; because it is bound to stand by the guaranty of exclusive 
privilege, granted to said American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany. In consequence of this and in conformity with the instructions which 
I have received, in the premises, I shall to-morrow give the public notice, 
which Your Excellency will find in the columns of the Herald, the Times and 
the Tribune. 

I have the honor [etc.] 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received April 24. 

* Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1095. »Above, this part, doc. 1430. 



Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ’• 

[extracts] 

No. 8 Managua, April 28, 1858. 

Sir: In my despatch of the 27^^ ultimo^ I stated that the Treaty had been 
ratified and that it would be forwarded by the Steamer “Columbus", then 
at San Juan del Sur. In this I have been disappointed. The Treaty was 
indeed ratified, as stated in my letter, by the National Assembly on the 26*^ 
of March; and a general impression prevailed that the President had for¬ 
warded it to my Government, by Colonel Schlessinger, who left Managua 
on the 29*.’' for the United States. Schlessinger himself proclaimed in 
Managua publicly that the President had employed him as bearer of said 
Treaty. This he did repeatedly in the presence of various members of the 
Assembly and officers of Government, uncontradicted by any. This Gov¬ 
ernment had not given me any official notice of the ratification of the Treaty 
by the Assembly; and the reason assigned for such an omission was the press 
of business and the want of clerks. I attributed to the same causes the non¬ 
notification of the President’s signing the Treaty. 

Every non-committal endeavour was practised to impress upon the pub¬ 
lic mind as well as my own the idea that the Treaty had received the Presi¬ 
dent’s Exequatur; and under this impression I accompanied Colonel Schles¬ 
singer as far as Granada, where he exhibited a large packet containing, as 
he said, the Treaty. Fully satisfied, as everybody else was, that he was 
bearing said Convention to the United States I gave him the accompanying 
letter,® marked i’—In [wc] few days afterwards I received intelligence 

from Managua that the Treaty was still in the hands of the President, 
unsigned by him. I returned without delay to the seat of the Govern¬ 
ment; . . .■* 

That I, in common with all who were not in the secret, have been deceived 
is very manifest; but the arts by which this was effected, as well as the object 
for which it was done, is not now worth the trouble of an explanation. I 
will simply remark that the day after the ratification of the Treaty by the 
Assembly I called upon the President—who was more than usually cheerful 
and communicative—and when I spoke to him about the good impression 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received June 28. 

2 Above, this part, doc. 1427. 

3 Not included in this publication. It was addressed to the captain of a vessel telling him 

that Colonel Schlessinger was bearer of the treaty and requesting the former to facilitate 
the latter's journey. ... , . 

* The omitted portion mentioned two enclosures which are not included m this publication. 
The first is a note from Lamar to the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs in which he inquired 
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and satisfactory results, which the reception of the ratified Treaty by my 
Government at Washington would certainly produce, he did not make any 
remark from which it could be inferred that the Treaty would not be sent by 
that very Steamer; on the contrary he agreed entirely with my views, and 
so we parted pleasantly. 

I believe that the object of practising this deception upon me, was to pre¬ 
vent me from making known to my Government the fact that the President 
had written to Mr. Irisarri instructing him to propose some amendments 
to the Treaty, which amendments it was supposed I would advise the Gov¬ 
ernment of the United States not to adopt. So they kept me under the im¬ 
pression that the Treaty unaltered had been forwarded, in order that I 
might not write by the same mail upon the subject. 

On the 17*^ inst. I called upon the acting Minister of Foreign Relations to 
know the meaning and the object of a Proclamation issued by President 
Martinez on the of the same month,—a printed copy of which Is here¬ 
with enclosed— ^ I told him that it was a violent document, vindictive in its 

^ The printed copy was not found, but the following translation of this document was filed 
as an enclosure with Lamar to the Secretary of State, No. 9, May 26, 1858, below, this part, 
doc. 1435, although this despatch did not mention it as an enclosure: 

[translation] 

Managua, April 10,1858. 

Thomas Martinez, General of Division, and President of the Republic of Nicaragua, to its 
inhabitants, and to all the people of Central America: 

Our great family, divided into five nationalities, thus presents itself to the cupidity of 
those who envy the fertility of our soil, and the topographical position of our precious 
Isthmus. This division is the cause of the tenacity of those marauding attacks upon us, 
which assume a thousand forms in order to accomplish their purposes of robbery and 
extermination. It is the reason of our lack of progress in the midst of many elements of 
prosperity and it will be the means of our total ruin if we obstinately persist in this 
alienation. Division causes injustice and misfortune to weigh so heavily upon us that 
it has corrupted our morality; whilst that isolated interest is converted into State policy, 
majority is held as a right and the sword as a title. 

Our race and our name are about to encounter the greatest of dangers, Vandalism, 
which even now maintains its threatening attitude, has invaded us in the midst of our 
confidence, as you have seen, has insulted our hearths, has burned our towns, and out¬ 
raged our independence. Inasmuch as these things have occurred, and new outrages are 
being prepared, it appears to me to be a crime for us to sleep so profoundly, remaining 
divided when we should increase our strength and unite those elements of resistance to 
cause our rights to be respected, or to die without seeing the last clays of our country. 

We have reached the moment when it is necessary to think seriously of defending with 
decision, loyalty and constancy the soil and waters that Providence has assigned us in 
the distribution of its gifts, opposing a barrier to the torrent of adventurers who seek to 
overwhelm us, under pain of cowardly losing this soil and these waters, with our towns, 
our Religion and our public liberties. We should march straight forward, guided by a 
single authority, directed by a single Government. With this idea, I propose to raise 
my feeble voice and to offer the co-operation which I can lend as President of Nicaragua. 

I should be a traitor to mv countrv anH mv mncf'ionf'P rlir) T 


character and equivalent to a declaration of war against my country. He 
tried to apologize for it; but his apologies were not satisfactory to me, and 
being himself conscious of this, in the same evening, as a mark of the good 
understanding that he repeatedly assured this Government was desirous to 
preserve with the United States, he sent me a note apprising me of the in¬ 
tention of the President to go to Rivas and the purpose of his voyage—which 
purpose you will find explained in letter marked n® 4“^—this has been the 
first and the only time in which this Government has notified me officially 
of their policy with regard to any of their internal or external questions. 

Soon after the reception of said letter I visited the President and expressed 
to him my wishes for the good success of his intended negociations. He 
told me that he doubted much whether the question of limits with Costa 
Rica could be settled without an appeal to arms. Next day he left for Rivas 
where he is at this time with President Mora, of Costa Rica, and some 
dignataries of State, together with Mr. Belly, the supposed representative 
of France. Whether the question of limits with Costa Rica will be the only 
one discussed there, or whether the presence of Mr. Belly will bring on the 

against: it is the policy of unwise localism, the offspring of unworthy provincial rivalries, 
which has produced the bitter fruits we are now harvesting. Let us abjure it then, in 
the conviction that the principle which unites individualities is the principle which 
creates great nations and which presides at the progress of civilization and humanity. 

Shameful would it be for me to oppose myself to the destinies of Nicaragua, in seeking 
to preserve the Presidency, converting a personal ambition into an efficient hindrance to 
the union of Central America. What should my ambition be?—To defeat effectually 
the designs of the enemies of my country.—They look with favor upon our five national- 
ties that they may sneer at us and consummate their iniquitous ends. I congratulate 
myself that my ambition shall not serve them in preventing the reintegration of the 
Republic of Centi'al America. On the contrary, I now address the governments of our 
brothers, inviting the five Presidents to unite at some place and there deliberate upon the 
means of securing a general government that shall put an end to our little differences 
and e.xalt our national dignity. Great would be my delight if in place of commencing 
my constitutional period of the Presidency, I could resign the authority conferred upon 
me into the hands of the President of the Republic of Central America. 

I call upon my countrymen of all political parties, to exert themselves in the great 
work of the regeneration of the nation. The political forms which occupy your thoughts 
are nothing if they do not secure the benefits they seek.— To be or not to be is now the 
question.— Let us discuss at a future time the manner in which we shall be. 

We have exhausted our strength, we have shed our blood for miserable passions, for 
trilling interests, for illusions of Government. Let us now dedicate our faculties to the 
salvation of our country under the Aegis of a single law, and of a single authority, treat¬ 
ing this important business with prudence and with fraternal accord. More than ever 
harmony and peace are necessary amongst us. He who attempts the contrary is a 
parricide. 

Peace and national union at home, valor and constancy to resist and defeat the com¬ 
mon enemy, are the civic virtues needed at the present crisis. To me belongs the duty 
of preserving the peace of Nicaragua and good intelligence with the neighboring Gov¬ 
ernments. I desire and am disposed to co-operate in the re-establishment of a national 
Government; and I feel that I have sufficient resignation to expose and to lose my life in 



tapis other questions—in which the United States may be interested,—is a 
matter unknown at present.’- . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1433 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan and Guatemalan Minister to the United 
States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States - 

Private and Confidential Brooklyn, New York, May 8, iS^S. 

Dear Sir: On my arrival in this city on the 4’'’^ instant, I found a despatch 
from the Minister of Foreign Relations of Guatemala dated the 22^ March, 
directing me to take measures to obtain two steamboats for the navigation 
of Iztapa [Istapa?] river. This would delay my leaving for Nicaragua so 
soon as I had intended. On the other hand reflecting that the treaty rati¬ 
fied must arrive here on the 2^^ or the 28*'^ instant, according to the informa¬ 
tion received from the Department of Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, my 
going to Nicaragua would be useless. Assuming that the transmission of 
the treaty is delayed, and that it does not come in the course of this month 
of May, I have informed the Department of State, that I shall resign, and 
request that another Minister may be appointed in my place; as I have re¬ 
solved not to continue acting as the representative of Nicaragua in the posi¬ 
tion in which I would then be placed. I have likewise fully communicated 
to the Department in writing all I could verbally explain as to the necessity 
of sending immediately the treaty ratified. I hope thus to obtain what I 
had proposed to myself by going personally to Nicaragua. 

I enclose a slip from the New York Herald of today, which will substan¬ 
tiate what I have stated to you, as to the intrigues which might embarass 
my efforts; these intrigues being set on foot by certain private individuals; 
foreigners as well as citizens of the United States. 

I reiterate the assurances of my highest consideration. 

^The omitted portion mentioned an enclosure from a private citizen relating to Belly's 
influence, and also discussed the failure to settle claims, and suggested in connection -with the 
latter, that the presence of a United States man-of--war would do much towards bringing the 
people to terms. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3, Received May 10. 



Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Gregorio Jtidrez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 2 Managua, Nicaragua, May 15, 1858. 

Sir: I have received your note of the 14th insV with a copy of the Official 
Gazette containing some of the results of the conference had at Rivas by 
His Excellency the President of Nicaragua and His Excellency the Presi¬ 
dent of Costa-Rica. 

I have no doubt that my government will be gratified in knowing that 
harmony and good relations have been established between Nicaragua and 
Costa-Rica; because every measure which may contribute to the peace and 
prosperity of those two Republics will be in accordance with the policy of 
the United States, so highly interested in the stability, Sovereignty and in¬ 
dependent action of all the Central American States, whose union under a 
Federal System of government could scarcely fail to make them a prosperous 
and powerful nation. 

I beg leave to express my gratification at the continued confidence and 
good feelings between our governments; and at the daily improving prospects 
of Nicaragua. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1435 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 9 Managua, Nicaragua, May 26, 1858. 

Sir: Col. PI. L. Kinney—who has some pretensions to a right or contract 
for colonizing certain portions of the Mosquito coast—made his appearance 
with some half dozen associates at San Juan del Norte on the 16''^ April; 
and on the 27*^ he attempted by force to depose the British or Mosquito 
authorities of that place and reestablish the jurisdiction of Nicaragua there 
in his own person; but failing in the attempt, he was forced to capitulate 
on certain conditions. I am told that he was induced to this ill-timed, 
unauthorized and silly adventure under the hope of rendering such an impor¬ 
tant service to Nicaragua, as to induce her to recognize his colonial pre¬ 
tensions. But very much to the contrary of his expectations, he was 
denounced by this Goveimment, according to its own explanations, as “being 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3, enclosed with Lamar to 
the Secretary of State, No. 10, May 28, 1858, below, this part, doc. 1436. 

* Not included in this publication. It was hardly more than a mere note of transmittal. 


imbued with the spirit of piracy;” and was forbid to enter into the interior 
of the country; although it appears that one of the conditions of his capitula¬ 
tion was that he might do so. Nicaragua, however, does not recognize this 
treaty as binding on her; and accordingly denies admission to said Kin¬ 
ney.^ . . . 

The correspondence, which this adventure gave rise to, between Minister 
Cortes and myself is hereto appended. (N.°« 3? to Q?)-— His first note simply 
states that Kinney and his associates had created some disturbance in San 
Juan del Norte, for which the Government had refused to allow them to 
come into the interior of the country, characterizing them as men piratically 
disposed. I certainly could have no disposition to palliate the folly and 
absurdity of these men, or to screen them from the penalties of the law; but 
I was weary of hearing my countrymen eternally spoken of by this Govern¬ 
ment and the nation at large as traitors, murderers, robbers, etc, etc; and 
accordingly I replied to the minister’s note by mine of the 15^^. This 
called forth a rejoinder which contains the declaration that S. Juan del 
Norte is "out of the jurisdictional limits of the Republic of Nicaragua”;— 
a declaration that seemed to me so much like a renunciation of the Mos¬ 
quito country to Great Britain, that I was not disposed to enter into the 
broad field of discussion to which it was likely to lead us. Moreover, in the 
same note another question was introduced, involving the right of a nation 
to arbitrarily exclude from its limits the citizens or subjects of a friendly 
power. Knowing that my Government entertains views on this point more 
liberal than those of the most of the European Powers, and of any of the 
Hispano-American countries, I decided to put an end to the correspondence, 
untill my Government shall think proper to bring those questions into dis¬ 
cussion. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1436 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 10 Managua, Nicaragua, May 28, j 8 $ 8 . 

Sir: . . . During the same interview (the 26*^ inst.) a lengthy discussion 
took place in the presence of the Belgian Minister upon some points of the 
Treaty and upon the importance of its immediate ratification; but I could 

^ The omitted portion refers to two enclosures. Neither these, nor those mentioned in the 
following sentence giving details of the Kinney expedition, have been considered of sufficient 
imoortance to include in this oubliration. The treatv. imnrnnerKr sn-i-allerl referrerl to 



ments and modihcations had been forwarded to Mr. Buchanan and that as 
soon as Mr. Buchanan’s answer was received—which, he said, would be in 
about eight days,—the Government would then be able to speak more 
definitely about its fate. 

In a previous conversation with the same Minister Cortes, he asked— 
why were the Americans so anxious to enter Nicaragua as filibusters, while 
they are invited, under liberal colonization laws, to come as friends? I 
answered that there was no protection for my countrymen when they came 
under such invitation; for, at any moment that the Government or influen¬ 
tial individuals became offended with, or jealous of them, they were liable to 
be persecuted, shot, or banished, and have their property confiscated. 
Under the garantees of a Treaty they would come as peaceful and industrious 
citizens, and all would be well; but there being no Treaty, there is no safety 
and they must either keep out of the country, or come into it with arms in 
their hands for their own protection. He made no reply. 

In my despatch, dated 28^^ April 1858,^ I mentioned that President Mar¬ 
tinez had proceeded to Rivas to meet there President Mora, of Costa Rica, 
for the purpose of settling the question of Boundary between the two Re¬ 
publics. On the return of the President to Managua, the acting minister of 
Foreign Affairs addressed me a note (N- enclosing a copy of the ofificial 
Gazette, which, he said, would inform me of the happy results of the inter¬ 
view between the two Presidents at Rivas. I send herewith a copy of said 
Gazette and also my note—(N° 2°)®—^in reply to the Minister’s. You will 
find in the Gazette a Treaty of limits between the two Republics, by which it 
appears that Nicaragua has conceded all that Costa Rica demanded and 
probably more than she ever expected to obtain. Under this Treaty Costa 
Rica now claims all Guanacaste, and the right bank of the San Juan, from 
three miles below Old Castillo, to the mouth of the river, including Punta 
Arenas. This concession was made as an inducement to Costa Rica to enter 
into another Treaty of alliance defensive and offensive against the Fili¬ 
busters. Besides these two treaties, a triple convention was concluded be¬ 
tween said Republics and Salvador, for the same avowed purpose. It is 
expected by these Governments that the two other States of Central America 
—Guatemala and Honduras—will soon unite in similar alliance. These 
treaties have not been published; they are only alluded to in the Editorials 
of the Official Gazette. All this is done—as it is said here—for the purpose 
of presenting a formidable front against “the common ennemy’’;—and 
who is meant by the common ennemy will be readily comprehended by ref¬ 
erence to President Martinez’s late violent proclamation, which I forwarded 
with my last despatches. 


rresiaent iviora, ana iNegrete, tne csaivaaor L^ommissioner, to Kivas; ana 
without doubt exerted considerable influence in the negociation which took 
place there. I am credibly informed that he publicly denounced the Irisarri 
Treaty in Costa-Rica, and spoke violently against the American people and 
of their desires of aggression upon Central America. He has been here 
several times but I have never seen him. He has confined himself to confi¬ 
dential communication with the Government, and no one seems to know for 
what purpose. The general understanding is that he is in secret negociation 
for a right or charter to construct a rail-road from San Juan del Norte to 
some point of the Pacific—and this I think is probably true; in as much as 
some of the members of the National Assembly have been enquiring whether 
the United States would permit such an enterprise, or not. The idea is a 
popular one;—not from any desire for public improvement but on account 
of the hope which it inspires that a work of that kind constructed with 
french capital, and french labor; and owned and controlled by frenchmen 
would lead to the building up of a french power in this country which would 
be able to keep the Americans in subordination. Such are the hopes and 
desire of those who control the destiny of this nation. I do not suppose that 
said Belly has promised them any thing in the name of his Government; but 
I am certain that there prevails in this country a strong impression that 
France and England, as soon as they can have a pretext for so doing, will 
unite with Nicaragua and all Central America in a war against the United 
States. The nation is looking forward to this event; and the strong belief 
that it will sooner or later take place, has much to do in shaping the present 
policy and measures of this Government.^ 

The Belgium Plenipoteniary—Mr. Kint—arived here about three weeks 
ago, and has just concluded a Treaty with this Government. He has 
negociated similar treaties with all the Central American States, except 
Costa Rica; whither he will go in a few days for the same purpose. He is a 
gentleman well adapted to his mission, as he combines fine address and ami¬ 
able temper with extensive knowledge, experience and considerable talents. 
He was in Guatemala at the time our Cass and Irisarri Treaty was dis¬ 
cussed by that Government. He tells me that it met with severe opposition 
for a while; but the authorities finally recommended Nicaragua to ratify 
it without any amendments, or modifications. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


^ The following is the text of a letter filed in Notes from Central America, vol. 3, received at 
the Department of State on June i, apparently without any covering communication from 
the Legation, regarding the supposed mission of Mr. Belly; 


J. L. White to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Levjis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, May 30, 1838. 

The Secretary for Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, in a communication, 
dated at Rivas on the i®* of the present month, and advising me that that 
government has again submitted the treaty of the 16**" of November to the 
Legislature for ratification, instructs me to solicit from this government an 
extension of the time, within which the exchange of ratifications is to take 
place and concludes said note in the following words: “The government has 


which I have known since last September and have withheld because of a pledge of 
secrecy, from which I have only this day been relieved. 

Monsieur Belly was sent to Central America by Louis Napoleon in an official capacity; 
the object of his mission was and still is to procure for a French company, under the pro¬ 
tection of the Emperor, the exclusive privilege of transit across the Isthmus of Nicaragua. 

This I state not as matter of conjecture, inference or deduction but as a fact of which 
I have the proof-written, undeniable proof, and which I will place in your hands Tuesday 
morning next at half past lo, 0 . C. I regret to add on personal as well as public grounds, 
that_M. Belly has pursued such a course in Nicaragua, as to render the success of his 
mission more than probable. His constant effort with that government has been to 
engender feelings of hostility towards the Government and people of the United 
States; in which effort he has been far too successful. Added to this were constant 
appeals to official cupidity, which he had been supplied with, the means of gratifying. 
He has credits to a large amount on the “Credit Mobilier” at Paris. 

Martinez and Perez have been seduced and corrupted. Bellj^ is so confident of suc¬ 
cess that he is now; “Actively organizing a new Central American Transit Company 
and Canal Association, under the auspices and protection of France. The first object 
is oust all American Companies”. 

It was through his instrumentality, that a recent treaty was made offensive, and 
defensive between Costa Rica, Nicaragua and San Salvador. He met daily with the 
Diplomats, who were engaged in that work, in the city of Rivas, consisting of Pr^ident 
Mora and his Secretary of Relations, President Martinez, and his Secretary and Negreti, 
the Minister from San Salvador. His counsel was sought and his advice was taken on 
every point that became the subject of discussion. In short his influence, as the Repre¬ 
sentative of France overrides that of all other powers. 

And this position and power he has won by incessant abuse of our own citizens, 
flattering promises of French protection and a liberal supply of ready money, which 
official integrity in Nicaragua is always ready to receive. 

It was at his suggestion that Mr. Irisarri was instructed to apply to you for an ex¬ 
tension of the time, within which, the ratifications of the Treaty of the ifi*-** of October, 
are to be exchanged. If it is considered desirable to reestablish American influence and 
secure protection to American citizens and property in that quarter of the world, meas¬ 
ures must be resorted to for such purpose, within one week. Do not consider this 
statement as extravagant. I know it to be true and shall take great pleasure in com¬ 
municating to you my facts and reasons Tuesday next, provided you can give me an 
audience of an hour. If this cannot be done or if it can be done please telegpraph to me 
tomorrow as early, as possible and direct to 3. Bowling Green. 

I would not impose this trouble on you, were it possible for me to be absent, more 
than one day from this city during the present week. 

Very truly your friend. 

P.S. I omitted to say that “Belly” has induced the Government of Nicaragua to 
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the Republic of the United States the sincere wishes of the Government of 
Nicaragua for the maintenance of peace and friendly harmony, in a most 
stable and enduring manner, between the two Republics, you should repre¬ 
sent to him the existing necessity for the extension alluded to and for the 
appointment, in understanding with your Excellency, of a new period for 
the exchange of the ratifications.” 

With the highest consideration [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Confidential Brooklyn, New York, June 14, 1858. 

Esteemed Sir: I have received a letter from Paris, dated the 27^^ ultimo, 
in which IvU Marcoleta, who was once Minister of Nicaragua, in this country, 
speaks to me of Belly’s mission to Central America. It is now ten 
months since he had notified me of that gentleman’s projected voyage, as the 
Agent or attorney of Proust’s house, which has since failed. He now in¬ 
forms me that he has become associated with certain Paris bankers and that 
the Minister of Costa Rica at that Court has an interest in the enterprise. I 
believe that not only said Minister is interested in this undertaking of M- 
Belly; but that individuals of the highest influence in the government of 
Costa Rica are also interested in the matter; because we have long since had 
evidence that that government, in the prosecution of its individual aims, has 
spared no means of breeding confusion in the question of transit across the 
isthmus. 

I have the best reasons for believing M- Marcoleta to be well informed in 
the premises and hence I have deemed it proper to convey to you, confiden¬ 
tially, what he has communicated to me in the same form.^ 

I improve the occasion [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol, 3. Received June 15. 

* The following is the text of the enclosure with this note from Irisarri: 

Jose de Marcoleta to Antonio lost de Irisarri 

Paris, September 10,1837. 

My much esteemed friend: I have now for weeks and even months lost hopes of 
receiving news from you, although you owe me two answers. I now undertake this 
new letter, believing that I shall be more fortunate and that you will find a moment to 
dedicate to my recollection. 




Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Leuis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Private Brooklyn, New York, June i6, 1838. 

My Dear Sir; I have this day seen in the Courier des Etats Unis that it is 
stated, on the authority of the London Times, that the governments of Costa 
Rica and of Nicaragua, on the one part and Felix Belly, on the other part, 
acting as the attorney of the firm of Milland and C? of Paris, have concluded 
a convention for the opening of an inter-oceanic canal through the John 
River and Lake Nicaragua. This convention, it is said, was signed on the 
I®.* of May; it is further stated that the Company binds itself to begin the 
work within two years from the present time; that the canal is required to be 
of a breadth sufficient to allow the passage, at the same time, of tw’o large¬ 
sized and full-rigged vessels; that it will be entirely under French manage¬ 
ment and that the French Government will enjoy the exclusive privilege of 
keeping two vessels of war in the neighboring waters during the whole period 
of construction of that canal. The grant, as the statement goes, is for a 
terra of ninety nine years, the period to be reckoned from the day of the 
opening of the Canal. It is stated in addition that the navigation of the 
Canal will be free to every flag on the payment of an uniform transit-toll. 
The statement closes with the assertion that this convention is followed by a 
declaration signed by the Presidents of Costa Rica and of Nicaragua, in 

which I suppose he will speak to you. It is a pity and even greatly to be deplored that 
the said gentleman and his principals should not have thought of this long before, for 
by being, or.what w'ould have been still better, by having been in Nicaragua, at the 
conclusion of the war, perhaps a negotiation could have been made respecting the transit 
and Central America would have been saved from Yankee influence—I do not know 
what you may have concluded with that government, but I know by the newspapers 
the instructions you have received from Nicaragua, in opposition as it appears to what 
Costa Rica has done with the representatives and agents of Morgan, who is a fillibuster 
as you know, and whose ships have been employed on the Pacific and the Atlantic ocean 
to carry to Walker, men, arms and munitions. I think it is proper that you should be 
informed in time of the projects which Belly carries, charging you ver\' particularly not 
to let Belly understand that you have the information which 1 have given you. Belly 
has signed with the house of Frost a contract amounting to 75 or 80 millions of francs 
guaranteed by the latter for the making of a canal. I have inferred from what I have 
heard, from what has been suppressed and resented that perhaps the canal has for its 
object the Bay of Salinas and the Sopoa or Sapoa and that the purpose of Belly is to go 
to negotiate at San Jose and if he can effect nothing there then to Nicaragua. This is 
in substance what I have gathered from all I have heard, though Belly has not explained 
to me fully. This gentleman is recommended to the French Consul in New York by 
the Ministerial Department; I have seen the Emperor and as I have informed you sev¬ 
eral times, he takes a great interest in the affairs of our country and even to such a 
degree that I cannot explain to you nor trust it to the hazards of a letter. If we could 
meet we might speak more plainly and leisurely—I trust you w’ill use the greatest reserve 
on the foree-oinsr subiect. and that vou will not let Belly understand that I have com- 




ot tilli busters, wmcn are preparea m signr oi an anu wincii are, lu reanry, set 
up under the patronage of the United States’ government, has applied to the 
European Powers to sustain its independence and henceforth prevent its 
coast’s being left at the mercy of marauders. 

This latter seems to me to be a very clumsily contrived fiction; for it is in¬ 
credible that those Presidents could have committed so impolitic an act, un¬ 
less they had already foregone the use of their reason; and I cannot therefore, 
admit the fact, until I am compelled no longer to doubt its existence. 
Touching the contract with M? Belly, I doubt also its having been signed on 
the I®.* of May; because I have received two communications from the Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, bearing that date, and as he gives me 
no notice of any such event, it seems to me that there can be no assurance of 
it, in as much, at least, as relates to the date of the agreement; and still more 
so, because I do not believe that the new contract could have been entered 
into, without a declaration of the loss of the rights of the American Atlantic 
and Pacific Ship-Canal Company, ratified by the Constituent Assembly of 
that Republic. 

I trust that you will consider my reasons to be well-grounded, for suspend¬ 
ing my judgment as to the two points contained in the London Times and 
for awaiting the arrival of the Steamer, which is to bring the Nicaragua corre¬ 
spondence about the close of this month, in order to believe or disbelieve in¬ 
formation of so important and serious a character. 

In the meantime, I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. II Managua, Nicaragua, June 24, 1858. 

Sir : On my first arrival in this city, there was every prospect of a speedy 
ratification of the Treaty; and when I expressed—after much unexpected 
delay—to Minister Juarez my apprehensions that it would finally be defeated 
he was quite impatient at my doubts, and spoke of its ratification as a well- 
understood and settled matter. He was honest in this; for he was friendly to 
the treaty; and it was mainly through his exertions that it passed the Na¬ 
tional Assembly. 

This country has long been divided into two factions known as the Leon 
party, and the Granadian party—the first calling themselves Democrats, and 
the second. Legitimists. The government is now entirelv in the hands of the 



less, by a fortuitous combination of circumstances, the Leonists, or demo¬ 
cratic party succeeded in carrying the Treaty through that body by one vote. 
The course which the Executive pursued in reference to it, I have detailed in 
my despatch, dated 28th of April last.^ 

The motives of the President in allowing Schlesinger to depart under the 
impression that he was bearing the treaty to the United States, have never 
been explained; but in a conversation with Minister Cortez upon my not 
having been notified of the retention of the Treaty, he said by way of apolog>", 
that my sudden departure for Granada did not allow his Department suffi¬ 
cient time to apprise me of the President’s determination; but he did not say 
that it was his intention to have so notified me, had I not departed. 

As soon as this fraud came to light, I was satisfied that the President 
would never affix his Exequatur to that Treaty—an opinion in which I was 
more fully confirmed by his violent Proclamation^ which followed soon after. 
That document was prepared in great secrecy; and made its sudden appear¬ 
ance to the surprise of many. It invokes a congress of the five Presidents of 
Central America for the purpose of organizing a Federal Government as the 
best means of offering resistance to the Common Enemy;—a phrase, which 
like the word Filibuster is now used in this country; as synonimous with 
United States, and is only employed for the purpose of avoiding the open ex¬ 
pression of a sentiment, whose existence it is deemed prudent to deny; but 
which, nevertheless, inspires every action of this government towards ours. 

Although the President was duly apprised that our Government had 
recommended the reunion of the Central American States under a Federal 
System of Government, and that I was ready to cooperate in its promotion as 
far as I could in anywise be useful, yet no reference was made in said procla¬ 
mation to the opinions or desires which our Government had expressed on 
the subject, nor any intimation given me that such a step was about to be 
taken. When the Proclamation came to my knowledge through the coluras 
of the press, I comprehended, at once, from its hostile and denunciatory 
character, the propriety of His Excellency's silence to me, and his non¬ 
reference to the opinions of our Government. 

In a conversation with Minister Cortez concerning the intemperence of 
this document, and the impropriety of issuing such a one at a moment -when 
negociations of amity and peace were pending betrv’-een the two countries—he 
said that it was not written in any spirit of hostility to the United States; but 
was intended only to animate and excite the States to the establishment of a 
Federal Government. So many difficulties,—he said—had heretofore inter¬ 
vened to defeat this great object, that it was believed that an appeal of this 
kind, under existing circumstances, would do more towards disposing the 
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effect in mine;—to which he expressed the belief that the real intentions of 
his government, would not be misinterpreted in the United States. 

The accompanying copy of the “Gaceta de Nicaragua '''^—the government 
paper—contains the replies of Guatamala, Salvador and Honduras to the call 
of the Proclamation: by which it will be seen that, while all three of these 
States, recognise the policy of the proposed convention of Presidents, 
Guatamala declines, for certain reasons, to come into the measure. Her re¬ 
ply is temperate, and not offensive to our country. She has, however, en¬ 
tered into a treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive with Salvador.— 
Nicaragua, Costa-Rica and Salvador have entered into a similar treaty, as 
mentioned in my despatch No. lo—28th May.^ 

These alliances are all made in the true spirit of that Proclamation. The 
violence of that document—the time and manner of issuing it—the responces 
elicited by it—the results which have followed—and the singular expla¬ 
nation of the Minister—all conspire to stamp it as a measure of decided 
hostility to the United States. 

I do not suppose that Nicaragua has been encouraged in her present policy 
by any direct and positive assurances from abroad; and yet I cannot resist 
the idea, that she and Costa Rica—^if not all Central America—are acting 
under the hope of foreign interposition in their relations with the United 
States, Nicaragua in particular, is impressed with the idea that any colli¬ 
sion between her and our country will be construed by England into a viola¬ 
tion of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, and made the pretext of an interferrence 
on the part of that power. 

One would suppose that that very convention, and the discussion growing 
out of it, ought to satisfy all the Central American States of the good inten¬ 
tions of our Government towards them; but it has not had such effect upon 
Nicaragua, She still regards the United States as the great, arch-enemy to 
be dreaded; and would gladly unite with any power against our country, 
even though the war on our part might be the vindication of her territorial 
rights. No credit is conceded to our government for asserting the rights of 
Nicaragua to the Mosquito Coast. She believes that the Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty was celebrated on the part of the United States, to prevent the 
British from attaining an influence and power in this quarter superior to our 
own; and that out Government is only restrained from seizing upon all 
Central America, by the dread of a Collission with that power. Whence the 
people obtain these ideas, I know not—unless it be from European inter- 
medlers at San Juan Del Norte, and others floating through the country; but 
the fact of their existence is sufficient to shew our government the nature of 
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ments from the government; but I think I comprehend, pretty well, the spirit 
of the nation -or at least that part of it which is now directing its destinies. 

The great trouble with Nicaragua may be easily explained. She saw in 
the meloncholiy results of the Walker War, how near she was being 
conquered by a handful of Filibusters—and from that day to the present 
moment, she has been oppressed with a sense of insecurity, so long as an 
American is allowed to tread her soil. 

This sense of insecurity has been greatly augmented by the Cass and 
Irizairi [Irisarri] Treaty; for Nicaragua beleives that under the protection of 


that Treaty, combined with the facilities of the Transit, the Americans will 
pour into her territory in overwhelming numbers, and by their superior 
energy, knowledge, wealth and enterprise will soon possess themselves of all 
power and convert the country into an American Republic. The dread of 
being thus denationalized and her people degraded, is the great, and prob¬ 
ably sole impediment to a good understanding with her. 

I have done all in my power to expose the falacy [^fc] of those fears, and to 
shew the impossibility of their being realized; but all to no purpose; for noth¬ 
ing that an American can say upon the subject is beleived, or listened to with 
patience. This apprehension has engendered a deep hatred of our race—be¬ 
yond the reach of reason—and which can only be removed by time and cir¬ 
cumstances.— 

I am satisfied that Nicaragua is not in a disposition to appreciate any over¬ 
tures of friendship which the United States can offer her; and that she will 
not enter into any reasonable relations with our government until she is first 
undeceived upon one point—and that is the interposition of England and 
France in her affairs with our country. Nothing can be done with her, until 
she is convinced that she has to be responsible for her acts, and to fight her 
own battles. This, and nothing short of this will bring her to her senses. 
For this purpose, I think it will suffise for the present, if our Government 
would make a rigerous collection of our reclamations against her. I do not 
know to what extent the President is authorized to make reprisals; but if a 
Man of War could appear at Realejo, demanding immediate indemnity for 
the murder, robery, and persecution of our citizens, there would be no furthur 
difficulty with this blind, infatuated people. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

jsj-o. 12 Managua, Nicaragua, June 26, 1858. 

Sir: I have delayed writing until the very last moment, in hopes that I 
might be able to communicate something definite in relation to the Treaty. 
But all is still in doubt and obscurity. I am told—but not by the govern¬ 
ment—that the despatches expected from Mr. Irizarri in relation to the 
Treaty have not been received—upon the nature of which, the fate of the 
Treaty dependes. If our government have yielded to all the demands of 
this—then the Treaty will be ratified;—if otherwise, its rejection is cer¬ 
tain—if it is not already lost by the lapse of time. The truth is, this Ad¬ 
ministration is irreconcilably hostile to the United States, and no cordial 
relations may be expected with it. . . . 

I have just received intelligence—confidentially—that President Martinas 
has been notified that Vanderbilt has repudiated all the acts, and contracts 
of Webster in relation to the Transit. What Stebbins and White—or 
Vanderbilt proposes to do, you have better opportunity of ascertaining, 
than I have; for the government here communicates none of its intentions 
to me. 

My advise would be for our Government to take measures of its own for 
opening this Route; and to plant the necessary force in the country to pro¬ 
tect it, without any reference to this government. It will come to this at 
last; for I am satisfied that this country does not desire the Transit; but 
knowing the impossibility of closing the route, its whole study now is, to 
have it placed under the protection of Great-Britain and France. 

One of the stipulations of the late Treaty of alliance between Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica, is that the territory from the Colorado River down to Point 
Arenas, is to be occupied and defended jointly by the two Republics; and in 
accordance with this arrangement the two goverments are preparing to 
plant a joint military force at the mouth of the San Juan. 

It is rumored here that Sir William Gore Ousley will soon make his ap¬ 
pearance in Nicaragua.— Should he do so, I can vouch for the supremacy 
of his power. Any British or French Minister in Nicaragua at this moment 
would be the government. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

3 Despatches, Nicara^a & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received July 28. 

The two omitted portions of this despatch reported that additional filibuster propaganda 
had been circulated by the Frenchman Belly, and also discussed internal and nersonal 



Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan, Guatemalan, and Salvadoran Minister 
to the United States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Private Brooklyn, New York, June 28, 1858. 

Dear Sir: By the Moses Taylor I have received only a despatch from the 
Minister of Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, dated the 28*^ May, in which he 
informs me that up to that date the assembly had not resolved any thing 
about the treaty. Not a word is said relative to the contract with Monsieur 
Belly. This contract was kept there in the greatest secresy, and nothing 
had transpired about it. At the same time I have received communications 
from the Ministers of Foreign Relations of Guatemala and Salvador, in which 
they state that they and their respective governments considered the ratifi¬ 
cation of the treaty with the United States as highly advantageous to Central 
America. This contradicts the news that has been published that these 
governments were opposed to the treaty. I think now that the treaty will 
be finally ratified, for my last communication on the subject must have 
reached [m] in time. I am persuaded that the greatest harm that has been 
done in Nicaragua has arisen from the suggestions of the government of 
Costa Rica, and from the agents of M^' Vanderbilt, originating in and trans¬ 
mitted from Washington. 

Mr. Marcoleta, the Nicaraguan Minister in France writes to me with 
date of the 27**^ May last that he has received a copy of the contract made 
between the governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica and Monsieur 
Belly. 

I remain, dear Sir, [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Highly confidential Brooklyn, New York, June 30, 1858. 

My dear Sir: In answer to your letter of the date of yesterday ® I have 
the honor of saying to you that I enclose the “Gaceta of Nicaragua” of the 
24*^ of April, in which you will find the document to which Gen^ Lamar has 
referred.^ The Minister of Foreign Relations of that Republic writes to me 
under date of the 26*^ of said April that Gen^ Lamar had declared himself 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 3. No receipt date endorsement on it. 

The signed original of this is in English. 

2 KTn+fic frnm Ampn'ra. vnl. 1 . Received Tulv 2. 



offended by that publication and that he, the Nicaraguan Minister, did not 
consider that there was cause of offense, because the statements of General 
Martinez’ proclamation did not refer to the people of the United States 
generally, but it did to that portion of the people of the Southern section of 
those States, which had declared in favor of filibusterism. I answered him 
that I would tender this explanation to you so soon as I could go to Wash¬ 
ington, but that it might have been better for him to have expressed himself 
in a less equivocal form. Indeed I think that, in this instance, there was an 
unintentional error and I would be happy to be able to think in like manner 
with respect to the other declaration to the effect that M- Belly and the 
President of Costa Rica made the President of Nicaragua append his name 
to the canal contract, which has been published in Paris. On this head, I 
have written to that Minister in the proper form to let him know the ab¬ 
surdity, the injustice and the injuriousness of such a declaration. 

I beg again [etc.]. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United, States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lends Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 14. Confidential M.\nagua, Nicaragua, July s, 1858. 

Sir: General Maximo Jerez has been appointed Minister Plenipotentiary 
to the United States to succeed Mr. Irizarri, should this Minister persist in 
his determination to retire. The Government here expresses a wish that 
Mr. Irizarri should continue in his position; but in the event of his absolute 
refusal to do so. General Jerez will then present his credentials.— I am 
requested by General Jerez, in communicating this intelligence to my gov¬ 
ernment to express his desire that it may be considered as confidential, since 
it is feared that said conditional appointment, if known to Mr. Irizarri, 
might have some influence in deciding that Minister against remaining. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States 2 

^5 Managua, Nicaragua, July 3, 1858. 

Sir: The Treaty was signed suddenly by the President, and despatched, 
with various modifications, on the 29 ult, at midnight for Realeio to be 



terminate the difficulties respecting the Treaty—he replied, decidedly, that 
he had none. Some of his friends—as I have been told—endeavored to 
disuade him from going to Washington, telling him that the presentation of 
the Treaty, with amendments totally changing its character, at a moment 
when the time for an exchange of ratifications was about expiring, was an 
insult, which in all probability would close the door to any further negocia- 
tions. Such are views and feelings of some of his personal and political 
friends; but what are his own opinions respecting the Treaty I have not 
been able to ascertain. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 16 Managua, Nicaragua, July 4,1858. 

Sir; The Soldiers destined for Castillo Viejo are now parading before 
me; and in a few moments they will be on their march, with the President at 
their head. This suggests the propriety of making known to my Govern¬ 
ment the great importance of this point as connected with the Transit. 
Castillo Viejo is situated on a high hill at an angle of the San Juan river, 
commanding the stream above and below. Immediately at the foot of this 
hill are the Falls or Rapids, about two hundred yards wide, of difficult 
passage even for small boats, but susceptible of easy improvement. The 
position is by nature almost impregnable and can be rendered entirely so by 
a little addition to the old works already there.— Should an enemy be al¬ 
lowed to occupy and fortify this place, he would have complete control of 
the Transit; as it would be impossible for a boat to pass under the fire of the 
fort; and to capture the place, when once repaired and properly garrisoned 
would cost much blood and treasure. This naturally suggests the im¬ 
portance of not allowing any power to hold possession of it, except our own 
government; for I consider it as a settled matter that the United States 
are bound to have a transit across this Istmus at all hazzard. The condition 
and necessities of our country imperiously demand it; and the right of 
crossing, necessarily implies the right of protecting said route and keeping it 
open—ends which cannot be secured while that position is in the hands of a 
hostile power. If our Government do not chose to take possession of that 
point before the opening of the Transit, it is, in my opinion, a matter of some 
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importance, as a measure of precaution and future safety, not to allow it to 
be fortified and occupied, [by?] any other. I write this in exceeding haste. 
Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 17 Managua, Nicaragua, Jtily g, 1858. 

Sir: In my despatch. No. 15—of the 3rd Inst.^ I stated that the Treaty 
had been suddenly signed and despatched at Midnight with various modifica¬ 
tions. I have since learned that the Courier did not reach the Steamer in 
time; so that General Jerez will take the document on with him. We owe 
the defeat of the Treaty to the interference of Costa-Rica, through her 
Commissioner, Co? Cauty, an Englishman—to the Frenchman Belly—to 
Webster, Vanderbilt’s Agent; and to some few wealthy merchants in 
Granada. Against these influences, it was impossible for me to effect any¬ 
thing. Webster boasted to me of the part he had played in the matter, 
stating that the object of his precipitate visit to Granada after the ratifica¬ 
tion of the Treaty by the Assembly was to evoke the opposition to it of the 
prominent men of that place, such as the Vegas, the Lacayos and others. 

Under the authority of Gen- Jerez himself, I stated in my confidential 
despatch relating to his appointment as Minister Plenipotentiary, that the 
Government of Nicaragua was desirous that Mr. Irizarri should continue in 
his present position as Minister.—See despatch No. 14 of the 3*’'^ inst.® I 
doubt the correctness of this. Indeed I am pretty well satisfied that the 
Administration here is anxious to get rid of Mr. Irizarri; but fears to offend 
Guatamala by abruptly dismissing him. Genl Jerez is to act jointly with 
him—probably as a spy or check upon him—and should Mr. Irizarri object 
to this cooperation or partnership Jerez will then present his Credentials, 
and express the profound regret of his Government in losing the services of 
one whose talents and virtues were so much needed in the present Crisis. 
Nevertheless, as General Jerez desired his appointment be kept a secret 
from Mr. Irizarri, for the reason assigned in said despat [ch] No. 14, I told 
him that I would make known his wishes in this respect in writing to my 
government upon the subject. 

Allen and Webster have added to the excitement about the coming of the 
Filibusters. They tell it here that the country will be invaded again by 
them; and that very soon. Co- Schlessinger tells me that President Mar- 
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Antonio JosS de Irisarri, Nicaraguan and Guatemalan Minister to the United 
States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Confidential Brooklyn, New York, July 26, 1858. 

My very dear Sir: As I deem it proper that you should know the views 
of the Administration of Guatemala as to the questions pending between the 
United States and Nicaragua—Guatemala being, in every point of view, the 
most important of the Central-American States—it has seemed to me ex¬ 
pedient to transmit to you a copy of a private letter, which I have just re¬ 
ceived from the Secretary of Foreign Relations of that Republic,- in which he 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received July 27. 

2 The following is the text of the enclosure: 

Pedro de Aycinena to Antonio Jose de Irisarri 

Guatemala City, June 2, 1858. 

My dear friend: I am surprised that, by the steamer Columbus, I should have re¬ 
ceived neither official communication nor private letter from you and I fear lest they 
should have been intercepted, according to the suspicions which you once intimated 
to me. From the public newspapers of the United States, which come up to the 5^'’ of 
May, I perceive that a day has been fixed for Walker’s trial and I noticed also that no 
mention is made of renewed filibustering expeditions. I observed that the people of 
the United States had received with much pleasure the news to the effect that the As¬ 
sembly of Nicaragua had ratified the treaty adjusted by General Cass and yourself; and 
I fear, at the same time, the bad impression that must have been caused by the fact that 
General Martinez had returned it with certain observations added to it. You already 
know what was written from here, when the opinion of this government was consulted; 
but, as we have lately been informed, it appears that the arrival of the President of Costa 
Rica, accompanied by his minister Toledo and Mr Belly, produced the change, the latter 
having assured General Martinez that he might rely on the protection of France and of 
England, should the independence of the country be again threatened by the filibusters. 
So soon as we became apprized of this, we adopted some private measures to call Gen! 
Martinez’ attention to the improbability of the inducements held out to him, as w-e 
knew here, through the Charges of England and France, that the gentleman is entrusted 
with no diplomatic mission of any kind and that he is, at best, the authorized agent of 
undertakers, who have sent him forth to promote certain schemes of colonisation and 
agriculture, which cannot be carried into effect. Beyond this the government of 
Nicaragua has not, up to this time, communicated to us, either the resolution of the 
Assembly or its subsequent views; and it is evident that, from the beginning, they have 
not been able to manage this business, in spite of the prudent suggestions, which you 
had made to them. And now they speak of nationality and of common interests, \\ffio 
can wish to enter the labyrinth of negotiations with such people? Or expose himself to the 
consequences of the want of sagacity and discretion in their conduct? They promise, 
in Costa Rica, to communicate, by the commencement of next month, the interesting 
schemes which they had been arranging with Monsieur Belly; but even now I can infer 
that there will be nothing profitable and I shall take care to advise you of such matters 
as may come to our knowledge. . . . 



speaks of the treaty of the of November of last year, of the conduct of 
General Martinez, of the influences exerted by the President of Costa Rica 
on the deliberations of the other President and of the mistake into which both 
chiefs were led by the offers of Monsieur Belly. 

I invite your attention to the fact, stated in the minister’s letter, that he 
had framed his judgment, on the questions which he handles, without any 
communications of mine, before him, which might have influenced his mind, 
since his letter begins with a complaint that my correspondence had failed to 
reach him by either of the two last trips of the Columbus, which leaves 
Panamd, on the of every month, for the ports on the Pacific. 

I call your attention to the other fact also, revealed by the Guatemala 
letter, one which I have laid down in some of the notes which I have hereto¬ 
fore addressed to you, namely, that the change noticed in the conduct of 
General Martinez was brought about through the influence of the President 
of Costa Rica, who journeyed over to Nicaragua for that exclusive purpose. 
Had it not been for this pestilent influence the treaty would have been 
ratified and Belly, through his treaty, would not have succeeded in damaging 
the interests of the American Company to which the privilege has been 
granted. 

The Steamer, expected from Colon within the two next days, will prob¬ 
ably bring the acceptance of my resignation of the plenary powers of Nica¬ 
ragua ; but let it be as it may, I shall immediately advise you of the result. 
Meanwhile I remain [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 18 Leon, Nicaragua, July 26, 1858. 

Sir: The Ship-Canal contract which Nicaragua and Costa-Rica entered 
into with the Frenchman Belly has just reached me through the columns of 
the New-York Herald. Appended to that convention, is another document 
signed by President Mora and President Martinas, and entitled “Appeal of 
Nicaragua and Costa-Rica for European Protection.’’—^ 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received August 28. 

2 The following is the text of this remarkable document, copied from an enclosure with this 
despatch from Lamar: 

Declaration of Tomas Martinez and Juan Rafael Mora, Presidents of Nicaragua, and 

Costa Rica, respectively 



enas. 

The question now arises as to what course I ought to take with this Gov¬ 
ernment upon the subject. I propose at present, to do nothing more than 
simply to address a short note to the Minister of Foreign Relations, enquiring 
into the authenticity of the document, and then, in the event of its being 


establishing between them the most perfect peace and harmony, by common agreement, 
and in order to insure the independence and safety of the two countries, as well as of all 
the States of Central America, 

CONSIDERING, That a new invasion of American fillibusters again threatens the inde¬ 
pendence of Nicaragua and of Costa Rica in contempt of all the laws which protect 
nations and guaranty the life and property of the citizens in civilized countries; 

That this invasion, officially reproved by the Gov‘ of the U. S., is in reality preparing 
itself under its patronage, as the means of definitively taking possession of Central 
America if Central America refuses to surrender herself to the United States; 

That hitherto all the official agents of the U. S. in Nicaragua have made themselves 
accomplices and auxiliaries of the invaders, acting like masters, audaciously hoisting 
the flag of the U. S. in every place where, as at San Juan of the South, ought only to 
wave that of Nicaragua, and openly threatening Central America with an ineUtable 
annexation; 

That the Minister at present accredited in Nicaragua boasts in public of imperiously 
laying down this ultimatum, either the taking legal possession of Nicaragua, by the 
ratification of the Cass-Irisarri treaty, or a new invasion of fillibusters organized at 
Mobile under the American banner; 

That, moreover, the Gov? at Washington has itself declared, according to the official 
reports sent to the Gov? of Costa Rica by its Minister Plenipotentiary, that it was 
absolutely powerless to prevent new attempts of the fillibusters and to protect the 
neutrality of Central America, thanks to the insufficiency of the legislation of the U. S. 
on this matter; 

CONSIDERING, That three years of war and devastation have swept from the two re¬ 
publics the means of resisting a new attack of several thousand bandits; that the cities 
of Nicaragua are destroyed in whole or in part, that their commerce is annihilated, that 
their population is decimated, and that, after an obstinate resistance, which gives 
evidence of their patriotism, they may succumb to superior numbers if Europe will 
not deign at last to defend them against unprecedented attempts in the nineteenth 
century; 

SOLEMNLY DECLARE: 

That they put the foregoing convention, relative to the canal of Nicaragua, under 
the patronage of civilized Europe, by appealing to the justice and humanity of all 
Christian nations against the attempts of pirates and buccaneers, whose victims they 
have been for three years; _ , 

24 That they place the independence and the nationality of the republics of Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica under the guaranty of the three powers which have caused to be 
respected the independence and the nationality of the Ottoman Empire—^France, 
England, and Sardinia; 

34 That they supplicate the Govts, of those three powers to no longer leave the shores 
of Central America without defences, those rich countries at the mercy of a new in\'a- 
sion of barbarians, and the future route of the commerce of the world without a serious 
guaranty of liberty and of neutrality; 

4*-’’ That they bind themselves, in the name of their peoples, to accept from those 
three powers all the conditions which they may put forward for their assistance, pro¬ 
vided the public law of civilized Europe is extended to all the States of America, and 
imposed even by force on those who violate it so audaciously. 

In testimony whereof, they sign the present determination. 
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PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 


admitted, to demand the authority for the foul calumny which it contains 
against our government. This I shall do as soon as I return to Managua, 
which will be in a few days, and shall then wait instructions from your 
Department. 

Without doubt you have not only already seen the Document alluded to, 
but have ascertaind its genuiness through the Nicaraguan Ministers in 
Washington City;—inasmuch as General Jerez, one of said ministers, was 
a prominent actor in the Rivas Negociations. He had been despatched 
by Martinas to Costa-Rica, to commence this conspiracy with Belly and 
Mora. They all came to Rivas, where they met Martinas [Martinez] and 
his Ministers, and concluded what had been concocted in the other re¬ 
public. 

I have no comment to offer upon this document. It speaks for itself. 
It is an additional evidence of what I have previously written to your De¬ 
partment respecting the deep malignity and lying propensities of this 
miserable people. The insulting reflection which it casts upon our govern¬ 
ment, I doubt not will be duly rebuked. In relation to that portion of said 
Paper which alludes to myself, I can only say, that it is not only false in every 
particular; but the very reverse is the truth; for it has been my constant en¬ 
deavor to allay the apprehensions of these people, instead of exciting their 
fears. I am accused of boasting, that I intended to present to Nicaragua 
the alternative of ratifying the treaty or being filibustered. Far to the con¬ 
trary. I have taken more than ordinary pains to satisfy this government 
and the people generally that the Government I represent would not allow 
the Filibusters to invade Nicaragua again whether the treaty was ratified or 
rejected. I have given the strongest assurances upon this point; and yet the 
boast —of which I am so falsely accused—is presented to European Powers as 
one of the motives for calling on them for protection!— 

The most I ever said touching the course of Martinas with respect to 
the Treaty was to express the disgust which every honorable mind must 
feel at the fraud which he practised upon the public, by impressing it with 
the idea that he had forwarded the Treaty, with his approval, to the 
United States by Co - Schlesinger, when in reality he retained it in his own 
hands. 

I also on two occasions—once to the Military commandat [sic] of Rivas 
department; the same who ordered our American Women to appear at his 

___ __ 1 . T\/r* • . ^ . .. 


to Senor Don Gregorio Juarez—one of the signers of the Belly Contract— 
and his answer, hereto appended.^ 

I have no right to obtrude my opinions upon our Government; but my 
indignation and disgust towards this perfidious and profligate people, is so 
great, that I feel constrained to express the sincere desire and hope, that 
some prompt, energetic and decisive measures may be taken to convince 
them that they are responsible for their conduct, and that if they are deter¬ 
mined to be enemies, they will be treated as enemies. The insulting fraud 
which the President of the nation practised upon our government in relation 
to the ratification of the Treaty— His inflamitory and defying Procla¬ 
mation of the lo April, denouncing the United States as a nation of vandals 
and robbers—the indignity and audacious insult offered to the Administra¬ 
tion, accusing it of duplicity and bad faith—the attempt to engage foreign 
powers in a war against us without cause or provocation—their past atroc¬ 
ities and outrages committed upon our citizens, and their well-known hostil¬ 
ity to our whole race, as well as the liability of every American now in the 
country to be assassinated at any moment by open or secret order of the 
President—all conspire, in my opinion, to make it imperious upon our gov¬ 
ernment to take redress in its own hands, and teach the barbarians to know 
that there is a limit to all forbearance, and that their imbecility shall not 
always protect them against our just resentment for their ingratitude and 
crimes. 

I would, therefore, recommend our Govern*, to take possession at once 
of the strongholds along the line of the Transit route, as a measure of protec¬ 
tion to whatever company that may open the same, and also for the security 
of the lives and property of the Americans now in the country. I have 
already indicated the importance of occupying Castillo Viejo on the San 
Juan river, and I would now suggest as of equal importance the same course 
with respect to San. Carlos, at the outlet of the Lake. It is a strong point, 
and almost indispensable to the preservation of peace along the line. 

The Central American question has to be settled some day; and I know of 
no better time than now. Delay is only complicating matters. England’s 
false interpretation of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, furnishes good ground for 
abrogating that Convention; and I think our government ought to avail 
itself of this opportunity of getting rid of it before Great Britain recedes 
from her interpretation, and throws the responsibility of violating it, upon 
the United States. If that Treaty is to continue under either of the inter¬ 
pretations given to it, we may abandon all hope of progress in this direction. 
Central America can never advance without the aid of the United States. 



US. This they are now seeking to do; and if we would arrest the work, 
there is but one way to do it, and that is to unfurl the Monroe Banner at 
once, and defy the foe to strike it down if he can. If we are affraid to 
do this, then let us revert back to our colonial condition, and pay the Tea- 
Tax without any further complaint. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 20 Leon, Nicaragua, Jttly [ ], i8s8. 

Sir: ... I shall proceed without further delay, to bring before this Gov¬ 
ernment the claims for indemnification which are already prepared for presen¬ 
tation ; and shall do the same with the balance of the cases as soon as the 
necessary evidence can be collected. 

I forwarded my Credentials to Costa-Rica by the Belgian Minister, and 
expect to receive the recognition of the government by the next Steamer, 
when I shall proceed at once to that Republic, and lay our demands before 

it. . . . 

I must beg leave to suggest again the propriety of having a war vessel 
on this coast—at San Juan del Sur, or at Realejo.— Without this, it is 
idle to think of bringing this government to any terms. Besides, I consider 
it necessary to the safety of the Americans now in the country; for there is 
no telling what Martinas, in his desperation, is capable of doing. He is 
vindictive enough to do anything, and too ignorant to comprehend the 
consequences of his conduct. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 

^Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received August 28. 

There is a space in the date line between “July" and " 1858.” The date was evidently 
betw^n July 26 and 31, since his No. 18, above, this part, doc. 1449, 3-nd his No. 19, not in- 
cluded in this publication because it related to a prospective consular appointment, both bear 
the former date. 

The omissions in this despatch relate to mails and other matters not pertinent to this 
pubii^tion^uch as pecuniary claims, to which brief a general allusion is made in the 
copied portion. 



Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Leivis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 21 Le6n, Nicaragua, July [ ], 1858. 

Sir: . . . Buenaventura Selva, one of the best lawyers in Nicaragua and 
Ex-Minister in two Administrations says that the Treaty, according to the 
laws and Constitution of the country is valid without the signature of the 
President, in as much as he had presented it to the Assembly for its ratifica¬ 
tion, and that body had ratified it by a constitution vote of two thirds. 
This makes it a law without his signing it.— In this opinion he is supported 
by the two Ex-Presidents Escoto and Rivas. Indeed it is the general opinion 
here. Martinas himself is aware of the same thing; and would not have 
sent the Treaty to the Assembly had he not felt confident that that body 
would reject it. He had every reason to believe this; for the majority of 
the Assembly were his creatures; and acted under his instruction. Never¬ 
theless, to his utter astonishment it was finally ratified. Thanks to the 
Democrats! The President then swore in his wrath that he would be hung— 
that he would see the whole nation destroyed before he would affix his name 
to it. In spite of this however, he induced the nation to believe that he had 
signed and forwarded it, when he had not. I believe that if the Democrats 
could get into power, the most friendly relations might be established 
between the two countries; but this can never happen while the present 
Administration continues. Martinas [Martinez] obtained his power by the 
bayonet and stil retains it by the bayonet.— The people generally feel 
that they are oppressed and tyranized over; but there is no redress except 
by revolution; and they are not in a condition for that. I forgot to mention 
what I intended to have mentioned at the beginning of this Despatch— 
that, according to the statement of Selva,—who is considered not only a 
good lawyer but a good man also—Nicaragua some years ago, under the 
Administration of President Ramerez, passed a law adopting the Monroe 
Doctrine, and that it is still of force. Juarez says he will publis[h] it in 
his ‘‘National”] but he is a timid man and fears Martinas; as indeed the 
most of the public men do. Martinas has returned to Managua and I am 
told quite satisfied with his arrangements in the San Juan against the Fili¬ 
busters. 

In a brief interview with Col Bermudez—one of the most reliable men of 
the country, and whom the Granadians are anxious to assassinate on account 
of his liberal sentiments detailed to me in public, a part of a conversation 



figuring there. The conversation occurred while Mora Belly and Jerez 
were preparing to depart for Nicaragua to meet Martinas at Rivas. Mora 
said, that if he could see Martinas in time, he would prevent his signing the 
Treaty; and that if Martinas had already signed it, he would proceed to the 
other States and get them to form a league against Nicaragua for the purpose 
of forcing her to repudiate and cancel the Ratification. He also stated that 
in the event of failing in this measure he—Mora—would convert Costa 
Rica into a French Colony; and that he had already taken steps for that 
purpose. These facts will go to confirm the conjecture which, I think, I 
made in a previous despatch, that the extraordinary cession of territory by 
Nicaragua to Costa Rica in their late treaty of limits was made in considera¬ 
tion of the aid and cooperation which that Republic was to render in any 
controversy between Nicaragua and the United States. Costa Rica by 
becoming joint owner of a part of the Transit line, could treat with France 
for the protection of her interest in the same; and in this way it was hoped 
to involve Louis Napoleon in their relations with our government. Such 
was the work of Belly. General Mora at the head of the Military, and 
brother of the President expressed great confidence in the ability of the two 
Republics—after their coalition—to repel any attack which the United 
States might be able to make upon them. He thought the contest would 
be a bloody one, but had no doubt that victory would in the end crown the 
arms of the tvvo Republics. 

I have penned this with lightning speed, and have no time to make cor¬ 
rections or a fair copy. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary 0/ State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Confidential Brooexyn, New York, July 28, i8s8. 

My Dear Sir: Under date of the 27^** of last month, the President of 
Nicaragua, in his answer to my letter, in which I laid down the reasons, 
which had induced me to send in my resignation of the plenary powers of 
that Republic, begs me not to persist in my intention and he adds that, 
as I have stated that I no longer wish to intervene in the treaty-question, 
or in the adjustment of matters connected with the Canal Company, because 
my opinions do not harmonize with those of his administration, he had 
resoKed immediately to send General Jerez, in order that, under my advice 



or time. 

I am your most obedient and friendly servant. 
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Antonio Josi de Irisarri, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Private Brooexyn, New York, July 31, 1858. 

My Dear Sir: General Jerez arrived three days ago, but I have not yet 
seen him. I wrote to him, yesterday, at the quarantine station, stating 
to him that it was highly important that I should see him forthwith, but 
he has returned no answer to my letter. I do not know whether he has 
gone to stay. This does not much seem to me to tally with what General 
Martinez has written to me as to the charge laid on the new Minister to act 
in cooperation with me. I have been told that Martinez has changed his 
opinion and that he has sent Jerez with instructions to act independently 
and I think that the fact must be so from what I can gather of the conduct 
of this new envoy. 

With all respect and consideration [etc.]. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Rosalia Cortez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua - 

A Managua, Nicaragua, August ii, 1838. 

Sir: Assuming it for granted that the enclosed publication, taken from 
the New York Semi Weekly Times of the 18 of June last, is a true Copy of 
an authentic and genuine Contract entered into between Nicaragua and Mr. 
Felix Belly, it becomes my duty to state that no arrangements, concealed 
or open, which Nicaragua has made or may make with that gentleman, can 
be allowed, in the slightest degree, to interfere with any of the just rights 
which American citizens have acquired in this country, and that the liberal 
policy which is embodied in the Treaty of November last, with respect to 
the Transit route across the Istmus will be perseveringly maintained— 
The interests of Nicaragua, as well as those of all commercial nations un- 


1 Notes from Central America, vol. Received August 2. 



Appended to said Contract is a document signed by President Mora of 
Costa Rica, and President Martinez of Nicaragua, appealing to some of the 
European Powers for protection against the United States of America. 
I regret exceedingly that these two Supreme Chiefs as they style themselves 
should have deemed it necessary to cast upon my Governement and its 
Agents in this country, the gratuitous aspersions which I find in said docu¬ 
ment. The mode and measure of rebuke for the insult, rests with my 
Government and not with me. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Rosalia Cortez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 

Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

B Managua, Nicaragua, August 12, 1858. 

Mr. Minister: His Excellency the President of the Republic being put 
in possession of the views expressed in the polite communication of your 
Excellency, dated the ii*^ of the current month, has directed me to reply to 
it in the following terms. 

The pole-star of the policy of Nicaragua, as well abroad as at home, is 
justice; and therefore my Government solicits it for every one, desires it for 
itself, and wishes it for the communities whose destinies are committed to it. 
With such antecedents, it does not seek to despoil any body of the enjoyment 
of his rights, but, on the contrary, it is determined to maintain inviolable 
those appertaining to the Republic, with all the dignity and all the resources 
which are at its disposal, although in such a glorious defence it may have to 
succumb. From what is said, your Excellency may infer that my Govern¬ 
ment has had no disposition, and has none at present, to defraud the citizens 
of North America of the rights which they are seeking, Nicaragua being at 
peace with that Republic, and the Government wishes to render clear the 
good relations which ought to bind them to each other, and therefore I think 
proper to state to your Excellency that the contracts entered into respecting 
the transit across this Isthmus are, in the opinion of the Government, of no 
value and incapable of duration (insttbsisHentes); that of Stebbins because 
the transit was not opened within the stipulated term, it having to be noted 
that this same company, being unable to fulfil its engagement, has raised 
certain questions which have determined my Government to commission 
General Dr. Don M^'mo Jerez to proceed to North America and terminate 


them by availing himself of the justice which aids Nicaragua; that entered 
into with Mr. Webster in the name of Mr. Vanderbilt, on account of the 
latter not having accepted it; and that of Mr. Felix Belly, because scarcely 
was the business initiated in Rivas with his Excellency the President, at the 
time when he deposited the Executive Authority with his Excellency the 
Deputy Don Augustin Avilez, on acount of having to go and receive the 
President of Costa Rica, his Excellency Don J. Rafael Alora, as your Excel¬ 
lency is not unaware. 

On this occasion, I do myself the honor [etc.]. 
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Memorandum for the private use of the Hon. Lewis Cuss, Secretary of State of 
the United States presented by Maximo Jerez, Special Representatiie 
appointed by Nicaragua ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, August i6, 1858. 

Nicaragua, as well as her Government, sincerely desires to extend and 
bind fast the friendly relations which ought ever to exist and to be promoted 
between that Republic and the Republic of the U. S., which, from the 
similarity of their institutions, and from the frequent and intimate contact 
to which they are destined as well by their respective geographical positions 
as by many other titles, are called to maintain between each other the best 
understanding and harmony. Nicaragua at different periods has given 
genuine evidences of these sentiments, and with pleasure has acknowledged 
the reciprocity with which they have been professed by the United States, 
who on their part, have given special proofs of them since the time of the 
Administration of President Polk. 

2^ The present Gov* of the U. S., by remarkable acts of justice and civili¬ 
zation, has entitled itself in a high degree to the esteem and gratitude of 
the Nicaraguans; and, although the terrible spectacle of the woes inflicted 
on them by a handful of denaturalized men may have been sufficient to 
weaken in the minds of some their sympathies for the American nation, the 
acts and messages of President Buchanan have been most efficacious in 
removing all erroneous ideas, unfavorable to the generality of this country^ 
whose morality ought to be considered as represented in the sound policy 
of its Government. 

3 *^ Nicaragua has received with satisfaction the news that at the present 


explain here, and which have hitherto retarded its desired completion. 

4^.^ In the condition in which this one is at present, it has been believed 
by the Gov^ of that Republic to be more to the purpose to send a special 
mission, in order that through the medium of frank and circumstantial 
explanations, we may succeed in arriving without further delay at the happy 
conclusion of a treaty which from its nature is to have a remarkable in¬ 
fluence on the future. 

5*.^ He to whom this special mission is intrusted has not hesitated to accept 
it with so much the more pleasure as its aims are in consonance with his 
individual and long-conceived sentiments and convictions; and, desirous of 
losing no time in the discharge of his trust, he has stated to the Hon. Lewis 
Cass what has seemed to him to be appropriate at the private interview with 
which he has been pleased to favor him to-day. He now fulfils the duty of 
paying deference to the intimation which he received at that interview, by 
sketching substantially those aims in a private memorandum, enclosing to 
him, as is now done, a copy of the treaty with the modifications made by the 
Constituent Assembly of Nicaragua in its decree of the 28th of June of the 
present year,^ and another of the full powers with which the writer of the 
memorandum is invested. 

^ Below is a translation of the text of this enclosure. For the differences between the text 
of the treaty (which was never completed), said to have been inserted in its entirety in the 
decree, and the treaty of June 21, 1867, which came into force, and is printed in Malloy, 
Treaties, Conventions, etc. between the United States and Other Powers, see note 2, p. 629, above, 
this part: 

[translation] 

The Ge?ieral, President of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

On the of November of last year, at the city of Washin^on, a treaty of amity, 
cornmerce and navigation having been concluded, through duly authorized plenipoten¬ 
tiaries, between the United States of America and the Republic of Nicaragua; and said 
treaty having been amended and ratified by the Constituent Assembly, the tenor of 
which, thus amended and ratified, is as follows: 

The Constituent Assembly of the Republic of Nicaragua, in the exercise of the 
legislative powers, with which it is invested, 

decrees: 

Art: The treaty, concluded at Washington, on the id"-'" of November, in the year 

i 857 r between this Republic and that of the United States of America, through Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries appointed to that effect, is ratified with the amendments, contained in the 
present law; which treaty is composed of twenty two articles, and is of the tenor 
following: 

[Here is the whole treaty] 

Art: 2? Article 15*-'’ of the treaty, hereinbefore inserted, shall read in these terras: 
The United States agree to extend their protection to all the ways of communication, 
which have just been mentioned and to garanty their neutrality. They also agree to 
use their influence with other nations, in order to induce them to garanty a like neutral¬ 
ity and protection; 
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Footnote l, p. 702— Continued 

And the Republic of Nicaragua binds itself to the establishment of a Free Port, at each 
extremity of one only of the communication ways, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 
In these ports, there shall not be imposed or levied any tonnage or port dues, other than 
those, that may be agreed upon by the two governments. The United States, in previous notice 
of [to?] the government of Nicaragua, shall be at liberty to convey troops and munitions 
of war, in their vessels, or in any other manner, to the free ports herein before mentioned, 
to transport them over the interoceanic communication way, provided they be destined for a 
point in the territory of the United States; but not, (so to transport them?) if they shall be 
destined^ for nations friendly to the Republic of Nicaragua, or for the Hispano-American 
Republics. And the government of Nicaragua shall exact no charges, or passage dues 
(tolls) whatsoever, for the transportation of said troops and munitions of war. No other, 
or higher, imposts shall be laid, on the conveyance, or transit, of the persons and of the 
property of citizens, or subjects, of the United States, or of any other country whatever, 
across said ways of communication, than those that have been, or that may be, laid on 
the persons and the property of citizens of Nicaragua. And the Republic of Nicaragua 
recognizes the right of the Postmaster General of the United States to enter into con¬ 
tracts with all individuals, or companies, whatsoever for the transportation of the mails 
of the United States over said communication ways, or through any other routes what¬ 
ever across the Isthmus, at his discretion and in closed bags, the contents of which shall 
not be intended for distribution within Said Republic, free from the imposition of all 
taxes, or duties, on the part of the government of Nicaragua; but this freedom shall not 
be construed so as to allow said individuals or companies to transport passengers, or 
freight, by virtue of the right of transporting the mails. 

Art: 3*? Article _i6 shall read in the manner following: The Republic of Nicaragua 
agrees that, should it, at any time, prove necessary to use a military force for the safety 
and protection of persons and property passing over any of the roads mentioned, it 
shall employ the necessary force for such an object; but should it fail to do so, from any 
cause whatsoever, the Government of the United States may employ its own, for the 
same purpose, when the government of Nicaragua, or its Minister in the United States, may 
have recognized the necessity of employing this foreign force, and this at the request of the 
government of Nicaragua; it being well understood that such force shall come for that object 
exclusively and that it shall be withdrawn so soon as, in the judgment of the government 
of Nicaragua, it will have ceased to be necessary. 

Art: 4- Additional. The government of the United States shall prevent the 
preparation, within said States, of expeditions and armaments against Nicaragua, even 
under the pretext of assisting any of the parties that may exist in that countrv'. 

Art: 5 *^ 1 * The treaty, herein inserted, with the amendments which precede, shall be¬ 
come a law of the Republic, so soon as the exchange of ratifications will have, respec¬ 
tively, taken place. 

Given at Managua, on the 28 ^ 1 * day of the month of June, in the year 1858. 

ANTONIO FALLA. DEPT-PRESIDENT. 

J. M. CARDENAS. DEP? SEC? 

ISIDORO LOPEZ. DEP? SEC? 


Therefore, having seen and examined the present treaty, -with the antecedent ap¬ 
probation of Constituent Assembly; I have, in \drtue of the power conferred on me by 
Constitution, accepted, ratified and confirmed it, and by the present, I do accept, ratify 
and confirm, promising faithfully to observe and have observed all therein contained, 
and not to allow it to be contravened in any manner whatsoever. 

In faith whereof, I have caused the present to be issued, signed with my hand, ^led 
with the great Seal of the Republic, and countersigned by the Minister of State, in the 
Department of Foreign Relations, at the city of Santiago de Managua, on the 29'- day 
of June 1858. F. Tomas Martinez-The Minister of the Interior, charged with the 


Foreign Relations. 


ROSALIO CORTEZ. 



Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Rosalio Cortez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

C Managua, Nicaragua, August 24., 1858. 

Sir: I am instructed by my Government to enquire catagorically whether 
the Manifesto or appeal to European powers for protection against the 
United States dated at Rivas on the i®.* May last and signed by Thomas 
Alartinez and Rafael Alora the Supreme Cheifs of the Republics of 
Nicaragua and Costa-Rica and of which I enclosed you a copy in my note 
of the ii‘.*" instant,^ is a genuine document or not?— A prompt reply is 
desirable as I have but little time in which to prepare my dispaches [sic] to 
my Government. 

I am most Respectfully [etc.]. 


1458 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Aiinister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Rosalio Cortez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ® 

D Managua, Nicaragua, August 25, i8f8. 

Sir: Early yesterday morning I addressed Your Excellency a note ^ 
containing a question which required no other answer than that of Yes —or— 
No. Although a prompt reply was requested, I have not as yet received any. 
As I am about to depart for Costa Rica, I must respectfully call Your 
attention again to the enquiry contained in said note.— Is the document 
therein referred to, a genuine one or not?— I am required to put the ques¬ 
tion catagorically and a catagorical answer is expected. 

Your Excellency’s most obdt Srvnt. 


1459 

Rosalio Cortez,^ Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ® 

[translation] 

E Managua, Nicaragua, August 25, i8j8. 

Sir: The copy which your Excellency enclosed to me, in your note of the 
ii‘.^ instant,® is one of a draught of declaration, subscribed by General Don 

’ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol, 3, enclosed with Lamar to 
the Secretary of State, No. 23, doc. 1461. 

'Above, this part, doc. 1454. 

For the text of the manifesto, see above, p. 692, note 2, this part 

^ Despatches Lb’cara^a & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3, enclosed with Lamar to 


Tomas Martinez at the time that he deposited the Executive Authority in 
order to go to the Department of Rivas for the purpose of receiving his 
Excellency Senor Don Juan Rafael Mora, who came from Costa Rica to 
this Republic to procure the termination of questions of boundary pending 
between the two countries; his separation from the supreme command 
having been made known to your Excellency in my official note of the 17^^ 
of April last,^ and of which I annex an authenticated copy. 

That document, then, is the publication of the thought of a Nicaraguan 
citizen, whose thought was written and signed in the terms that it might 
officially be done, in case that, agreeing with the interests of the nation, it 
should be approved by the Legislative Authority of Nicaragua and be 
authorized by the Executive. Consequently it is not an act of my Govern¬ 
ment, nor is it a public or official document, but merely a private one which 
reveals the wish of a citizen to free his country from the devastation of 
fillibusterism, which has laid waste the fields, burnt the towns, destroyed the 
property, and decimated the inhabitants of this soil hospitable and friendly 
to the great Republic of North America. 

In these terms, I have received orders from my Government to reply to 
your Excellency’s polite official note, dated yesterday; - and, in cariying 
them into effect, I do myself the honor [etc.]. 


1460 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Rosalio Cortez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

G Managua, Nicaragua, August 26, i8jS. 

Sir : In order that the views and intentions of the United States respecting 
their relations with Nicaragua should be fully made known to this Govern¬ 
ment, I am instructed to remit to Your Department, a copy of a Dispach 
(N° 7:) addressed to this Legation by my Governement and dated Washing¬ 
ton July 25, 1858.^ 

In compliance with such instructions I enclose herewith the document 
alluded to. You will perceive by its perusal, that I am directed to demand 
from this Governement prompt and ample reparation for the injuries and 
wrongs done to American Citizen’s.— Amongst the number the attention 
of this Governement will be called to the atrocious robbery and murder comit- 
ted on Mr. Lawless of Granada and others, who suffered similarly at the 
same time. Payment of unsettled dues, will be required also, as well as 



persecution ana proscription oi certain inaiviauais stiii resiuing in tne 
country.— 

I feel that I have exposed myself to the rebuke of my country, for having 
so long delayed the execution of this duty; but I have been induced to this 
delay in hopes that the ratification and exchange of the treaty of the i6^ 
November last would have paved the way to a mild and peaceable adjust¬ 
ment of all pending difficulties between the two nations; and even now in 
taking this preliminary step, I do it with the earnest hope that the Governe- 
ment will avail itself of this timely notice to make the necessary arrangements 
to meet the demands as soon as presented.— 

My mission to Costa Ricca calls me temporally to the City of San 
Jose, where this Governement may direct its communications intended for 
this Legation. 

I expect to leave the City of Managua to morrow morning. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1461 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 23 Managua, Nicaragua, August 26,1858. 

Sir: Soon after my return to Managua from Leon I enclosed to the Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Relations a printed copy of the Belly contract; and the Mani¬ 
festo attached to the same; and enquired whether said documents were 
genuine or not. See my letter Marked A—and dated ii*.^ instant.^ 

The Minister replied by a note Marked B. dated 12* inst.® in which he 
virtually admits the Genuiness of the Belly contract, but denies its validity 
for reasons therein assigned. With respect to the appended Manifesto, 
calling on European powers for protection, he made no allusion to it in said 
note. 

Thus matters remained until the reception of Your Despatch N® 7 dated 
July 25*^.^ last,'^ in which I was instructed to enquire catagorically whether 
said manifesto was a genuine document or not. Accordingly I directed to 
the Minister, letter C dated 24^.^ instant; and not receiving a reply as soon 
as I expected, I directed another. Marked D, on the next day,® renewing the 
interrogator^^ and requesting an immediate reply. The reply was furnished 
on the same day and is Marked E.—« In this reply the Minister admits that 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received October 29. 

2 Above, this part, doc. 1454. ^ Above, this part, doc. 1455. 

^ Above, this volume, pt. i, doc. iioo. 



omcial capacity as rresident. Upon this I immediately directed to him my 
note of the 25*.^ marked F;^ and on the next day delivered to his Department 
a Copy of Your Dispach 7. accompanied with a letter Marked G.—- 
This terminates for the present the correspondence on the Subject. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1462 

Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua avd Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

No. 24 Managua, Nicaragua, August 26,1858. 

Sir: The Minister of Foreign Relations, having acknowledged in his note 
of the 25^*^ inst.'^ accompanying Despatch No. 23,® that the Manifesto ap¬ 
pended to the Belly Contract, and appealing to European Powers for protec¬ 
tion was signed by General Don Tomas Martinez,—who styles himself in 
said document. Supreme Chief of Nicaragua, I have according to instruction, 
delivered to said Minister, a copy of Despatch No. 7—dated \\’ashington 
25 July i858.« 

I must remark, however, that in doing this, I assumed the responsibility 
of ommitting about a dozen lines at the end of one of the paragraphs;—a 
liberty which I would not have taken except under a strong conviction, that 
the lines ommitted would be misconstrued by this Government, and made a 
pretext for renewing its clamors about the absorbing power of the Anglo- 
American race—the great, everlasting theme of our enemies, and chief 
source from which they derive their influence in this country. It is useless 
to speak with frankness to this people. They will not hear nor heed the 
truth. Every friendly admonition—every warning against impending 
danger—the slightest allusion to any disagreeable consequences which 
every body can foresee except themselves—they construe into a menace—a 
threat;—and only makes them more distrustful, and obstinately wrong. 
I am confident that they will thus interpret the lines alluded to, and endeavor 
to build upon them a sophistical argument in palliation of their conduct. 
This is what I desire to prevent. I may be over-cautious in the matter. 
Nevertheless, as prudent as the omission seems to me, I "would not have 
ventured to make it, if it had, in the slightest degree, impaired the force or 
clearness of the general argument. I consider the paragraph complete and 

^ Not included in this publication. This brief note merely states that the reply, given by 
the Foreign Minister, of this date, stating that the manifesto was signed by Martinez, was all 
that he “desired to ascertain.” ® See above, this part, doc. 14^. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received October 29. 



authorities, the spirit of adventure, originally called into action by Nica¬ 
ragua itself and fostered by subsequent occurrences, would send to that 
country without delay bands of enterprizing men, who would soon obtain 
control of its affairs and change the whole course of its policy,—probably 
of its destiny,” 

I leave early tomorrow morning for Costa Rica; and shall proceed, as soon 
as I am recognized by the Government, to urge a speedy settlement of the 
claims of our citizens against said Republic. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 


1463 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Salvadoran Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, August 31, 1858. 

The Undersigned, Minister plenipotentiary of the Republic of Salvador, 
has the honor of addressing the present communication to the Secretary of 
State of the United States, informing him that a consular commission, in 
behalf of M- C, C. New Kerck, at the residence of port Union, has been 
presented to the government of Salvador; and that that government has 
found itself under the necessity of witholding the exequatur from his com¬ 
mission, as consul of the United States, because it is a matter of public 
notoriety that said New Kerck was in Nicaragua, serving with Walker, the 
adventurer, up to the latest moment, when he was compelled to void [sic] 
the country, by virtue of the capitulation at Rivas. 

The government of Salvador thinks that the government of the United 
States cannot be aware of M- New Kerch’s participation in the guilty enter¬ 
prise of Walker and in order that it may be fully impressed with the facts 
of the case, the government of Salvador has transmitted to the Undersigned 
the documents which accompany this note, so that the government of the 
United States may possess itself of the controlling reason, for which the 
exequatur has been denied to M- New Kerch’s commission, as consul of the 
United States at the port of Union, and have the kindness to revoke that 
appointment and to renew it in the person of any one, who may be acceptable 
to the government of Salvador, which is anxious, upon all occasions, to evince, 
towards the government of the United States, a desire to be agreeable to it. 

The Undersigned improves this occasion [etc.]. 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received September 2. 


Juan K. Mora, President of Costa Rica, to Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States 
Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 5 San Jose, Costa Rica, September i6, iSjS. 

Distinguished Sir: Governments, like individuals, are liable to err in 
their deliberations; and when this does happen, a sense of justice and truth 
demands a due reparation, which, on the other hand, is entirely in keeping 
with the honor itself of nations and of their governments. In pursuance of 
this principle and, after the satisfactory statement of Your Excellency, which 
gives expression to the views and friendly sentiments of your Government in 
regard of Central America, I have the satisfaction of stating that the senti¬ 
ments uttered, and the policy pointed out, in the declaration of the i°^ of iMay 
last,® made at Rivas, in Nicaragua, in reference to the worthy President of 
the United States and to his respectable Minister to the governments of 
Nicaragua and of Costa Rica, have ceased to exist, on the part of this 
government, nor can they now exist, among the people of Costa Rica. That 
document was drafted under the influence of suspicions, which derived their 
origin from mistaken notions, from which cause, the parties, under such 
circumstances, had it not in their power to lay down a sound judgment, 
which is neither singular nor without example in history'. Being now con¬ 
vinced of the groundlessness of those sentiments, I hold myself to be put 
under the duty of freely and spontaneously renouncing them and of express¬ 
ing the full confidence, which I entertain in the good faith and upright 
intentions of the President of the United States; and I do this with so much 
the more satisfaction, in as much as you assure us that your Government is 
friendly to the nationality and independence of Central America. Under 
the auspices of its generous friendship and goodwill, Costa Rica considers 
herself to be safe. I improve this occasion [etc.]. 


1465 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Juan R. Mora, President of Costa Rica ^ 

No. 6 San Jose, Costa Rica, September i6, i8s8. 

Sir : Your Excellency’s note of this date,^ repudiating, on the part of Costa 
Rica, the sentiments contained in the “Declaratoria” executed on the first 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3, enclosure No. 5 with La¬ 
mar to the Secretary of State, No. 25, below, this part, doc. 1470. 

2 Above, this part, note 2, p. 692. x- .r • l 

3 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central Amenca), vol. 3, enclosure No. 6 with 
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happy and desirable results to this country. The prompt, ample and spon¬ 
taneous justice which it renders to the President of the United States will be 
duly appreciated by His Excellency; and without doubt will deepen the 
solicitude of my government for the prosperity and happiness of this country. 
Those who have sought to disturb the friendly relations between the Re¬ 
publics of Central America and the United States have been actuated more 
by hatred of my country and its free institutions than by any regard for the 
fate of welfare of those States. There is not, nor can be any confliction of in¬ 
terests between our nations. Geographical position, similarity of institu¬ 
tions and a common devotion to liberty and independence, make them nat¬ 
ural friends; and it must be gratifying to the heart of every patriot to know 
that the disconfidence and alienation which seemed to be springing up 
between the two nations have been so timely extinguished by Your Excel¬ 
lency’s magnanimity, and due consideration of your country’s welfare. 
Your Excellency’s letter, is oblivion of the past; and a guarantee of frank¬ 
ness, friendship and cordiality for the future.— It is hardly necessary for 
me to reiterate my personal desires for the good of this country; and I know 
no mode of contributing to this end more effectually than by cooperating 
with Your E.xcellency in reestablishing a good understanding and maintain¬ 
ing amicable relations between the two countries.— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1466 

Beverly L, Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

Guatemala City, September 20, 1858. 

Sir: . . . That, much ill feeling, was evidently engendered by Gen*^ 
Walker’s invasion, both toward our Gov., and people, there can be no ques¬ 
tion; And a sample letter calculated to awaken contempt for our Country¬ 
men, could not be more amply furnished, than was, and is found in the 
remnant of his invading forces, now seen wandering, in comparative destitu¬ 
tion, in the Departments, Towns, & Vilages of Honduras & Guatemala. 
With many in Guatemala, palpable traces of dislike, and apprehension, still 
exist; yet I am satisfied, that the arrest of Gen^ Walker, and the Message of 

^ Above, this part, note 2, p. 692. 

2 Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received October 29. 

The omitted portions at the beginning and end of this despatch referred to Clarke’s pres- 


have done much, to efface those unfavorable impressions. 

I have been assured, by a gentleman in authority, and favour, with this 
Gov., that prior, to that invasion, Guatemala, had been accustomed, to look 
to the Gov^ of the U, States, as her last hope, and final refuge, in the hour of 
struggle, and danger. On my part I beg to assure you, that all efforts, con¬ 
sistent with duty, shall be employed, to eradicate unkind remembrances. .. . 

With Respect [etc.]. 


1467 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan, Salvadofan, and Nicaraguan Minister 
to the United States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Brooklyn, New York, September 21, 1858. 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and IMinister Plenipotentiary of 
the Republics of Guatemala, Salvador and Nicaragua has the honor of trans¬ 
mitting, with this note addressed to His Excellency, the Secretary of State 
of the United States of America, a statement, published in the New York 
Herald of this day, that William Walker, the leader of the free hooters has 
left New York for Aspinwall, with the intention, it is said, of invading 
Nicaragua and landing his expedition at a small port some fifteen miles 
south of Realejo. 

It is proved to the Undersigned that said Walker was in New York, en¬ 
gaged in the organisation of his expedition and that it is backed by the 
Alabama Company, its main body being intended to be forwarded from the 
port of Mobile or from some other port in that State. The Undersigned 
believes it most probable that the chief of this criminal expedition intends to 
make his first landing at the small port mentioned, for he would apprehend 
that he would not be allowed to operate the movement, at San Juan del 
Norte, at San Juan del Sur, or at Realejo, by the armed vessels of the United 
States and of England, which are, or which may be, stationed at those 
points. 

The Undersigned expects, from the good will and the sentiments of cordial 
friendship, which the government of the United States entertains for the 
Central American States, with which it fosters the closest relations, that it 
will be pleased to enjoin such, efficacious, measures as may prevent the land¬ 
ing of the contemplated expedition, to which effect it might be expedient to 
assign to a vessel of war the duty of watching the threatened port, in the 
vicinity of Realejo. 

TViits will be advantageous not onlv to the maintenance of the 



Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company; and so evident and so great is the 
detriment, which such an obstacle would create against the interest of Ameri¬ 
can citizens, that the Undersigned deems it unnecessary to press its considera¬ 
tion upon the Secretary of State, who, better than any one else, is aware of 
its import. 

Besides this, the Undersigned, who has invariably received most luculent 
proofs of the uprightness of the present administration of the United 
States of America, does not doubt that the same administration will decide 
on the most efficient means of shielding Central America from the evils, 
which would bear upon it in consequence of a renewed filibustering inva¬ 
sion, organized in the United States. 

The Undersigned improves this occasion [etc.]. 


1468 

Tomas Martinez, President of Nicaragua, to Miraheau B. Lamar, United 
States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

Managua, Nicaragua, September 25, 18^8. 

My dear Sir: From my private correspondence with Don Juan Rafael 
Mora, President of the Republic of Costa Rica, and from the conviction of 
that gentleman of the error into which we have fallen in the declaration of 
the i®> of May ultimo,^ in regard of the worthy President of the United States 
and of his respectable Minister to the governments of Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, I am authorized to declare frankly to Your Excellency that that act, 
although not an official one, was drawn up under the influence of weighty, 
although ill-grounded, suspicions. 

Being now convinced of the truth, I deem it to be the duty of Justice freely 
and spontaneously to disavow those sentiments and to express the full con¬ 
fidence which I have of the good faith and right intentions of the President 
of the United States, under the gratification with which you have inspired 
us by the assurances that your government is a friend of the Nationality and 
Independence of Central America. 

I avail myself of the occasion [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3, enclosed with Lamar to 
the Secretary of State, No. 31, October 28, 1858, below, this part, doc. 1473. 

®For the text of this declaration, see above, p. 692, note 2. 
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Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan, Salvadoran, and Nicaraguan IMhiister 

to the United States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the U7iited States ^ 

[translation] 

Private and confidential Brooklyn, New York, September 29, iSjS. 

My very dear Sir: Through the arrival of the “.Moses Taylor”, I have 
received the official papers of Guatemala and Salvador, which I inclose to 
you, in order that you may see what is the opinion of those two governments 
as to the conduct pursued by that of Nicaragua in relation to the treaty 
between the United States and that Republic. Having but one copy of each 
of those papers, I beg that you will have the kindness to return them to me 
after perusal.^ From Nicaragua, I have been furnished with a copy of the 
answer, made to Lamar, by the Minister of Relations of that countr\% in 
regard to the declaration^ of Presidents Mora and Martinez, which appeared 
at the bottom of the contract, entered into with M f Belly. The explanation, 
made in that answer, does not seem to me to be very' felicitous and I would be 
glad to learn what you think of the document. 

1 remain, with highest consideration, [etc.]. 

> Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received September 30. 

2 The following are the texts of translated excerpts from these papers, filed with the original 
of this note: 

The Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic, in the 
United States, writes to the Department of Foreign Relations, in a note of the 5^? of 
July last, that:—as a false rumor was put in circulation both in that countr\' and in 
Nicaragua—a rumor, false as it regards Guatemala and Salvador—to the effect that all 
the Central-American governments had opposed the ratification of the treaty, con¬ 
cluded by Mf Yrisarri, on the 16*^ of November 1857, with General Lewis Cass; and as 
the declaration, made by the Presidents of Costa Rica and of Nicaragua on the i'” of 
May 1857, had reached the United States, together with the information that an alli¬ 
ance, offensive and defensive, was about to be contracted by all the Central-American 
States; Mf Yrisarri deemed it expedient to state to the Secretar>’ of State of the United 
States that it is false that the government of Guatemala opposed the ratification of the 
Treaty; that, on the contrary, its desire to see it ratified was clearly expressed and, 
lastly, that the administration of Guatemala is conwnced of the fairness and friendly dis¬ 
positions of the government of the United States in respect to the maintenance of the 
peace, security and welfare of Central America. 

The Minister of Foreign Relations has approved this statement, in all its particulars, 
as made by Mf Yrisarri to His Excellency, the Secretary' of State of the United States. 

The declaration, to which Mf Yrisarri refers is that which was made by Presidents 
Mora and Martinez, and which appears annexed to the agreement entered into with 
Mess” Belly and Milland for the opening of a maritime canal. It was published by 
various foreign papers and copied in the “Gaceta” of Salvador, in its number of the 
28'-^ of July last. 


From the Btdeiin Oficial of Salrador: July 9, 1858. 

The Government of Salvador had foreseen this new conflict (a supposed in'rasion by 
Walker) from the moment that it learned that the government of Nicaragua had deemed 
it proper to refuse giving action to the Legislative decree, which ratified tlm treaty, knor^ n 
as the Cass-Yrisarri treaty, which garantied Nicaragua from every filibustering ex- 


[extract] 


No. 25 San Jose, Costa Rica, September 29, i8s8. 

Sir: ... My arrival and reception have not been accompanied with the 
demonstrations usual here on such occasions; still there has been no want of 
proper courtesy on the part of the Government, On the contrary, I have 
been met—^particularly by the President—in a spirit of candor, cordiality 
and conciliation. His Excellency’s open frank and friendly manner, prom¬ 
ises a more agreeable and profitable intercourse with this Government than 
what I had with that of Nicaragua. 

On the day following my official presentation, I held a long conversation 
with the President in relation to the objects of my mission; and especially 
concerning the relations of our Government with the Central American 
States; on which occasion I endeavored to explain the friendly views and 
feelings which the United States had never failed to entertain towards these 
States, and the sincere desires of my Government that they should unite in 
a Federative Government which would give them strength dignity and 
peace, and would enable them to assume a proper rank among the cultivated 
nations of the world and become equally participants in all the great im¬ 
provements and progresses of the age. He listened with attention and re¬ 
sponded by expressing a full reciprocation of the good disposition of our 
Government, and an equal desire on his part to maintain the most amicable 
relations with the United States. He expressed, however, an opinion that it 
was not possible, at this time, to establish in Central America a Federal Sys¬ 
tem of Government like that of the United States; but that a Federation of 
some kind would be adopted, which would secure the great ends of peace, 
and form the basis of a common, national policy, and a general co-opera¬ 
tion among them. 

The next day I received a letter from the President in reference to the 
“Rivas Manifesto” (of which I transmit a copy No. 5) ® disclaiming the 
principles and policy of that document, as having originated in mistaken 
conceptions, and apologizing, in an honorable manner for the unmerited 
offence therein offered to the Government and people of the United States. 
It appeared to me that this reparation was prompted by correct motives, and 
tendered in a spirit of frankness and conciliation; and moreover, that it was 
the paving of the way to a good understanding and a just conception of the 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3. Received October 29. 

The omitted portion is not pertinent to this publication. 

2 Above, this part, September r6, 1858, doc. 1464. The Rivas Manifesto, to which it re¬ 
lates, is in note 2, p. 692, above, this part. 



spontaneously given, to enter at once upon a frank and friendly adjustment 
of past differences, and a pledge of a corresponding course of proceedure 
for the future. 

Under these conceptions, I have thought proper, not to deliver to this 
government that portion of Despatch No. 7/ which relates to the Rivas 
Manifesto. I deemed it unnecessary, after such a voluntary renunciation of 
that Document, as well as for the reason that a better state of feeling, is 
prevailing at this time, than existed when that Despatch was prepared. I 
trust that my course in this matter will be satisfactory' to the Department. 
I think the true policy now is to encourage the favorable change which the 
public mind seems to be undergoing, and to meet all overtures of concilia¬ 
tion in a liberal spirit. My answer to His Excellency's letter is enclosed, 
and marked No. 6 .^ 

I have since, had several conferences with President Mora. I find him 
unrestrained in communicating with me—well informed—and well disposed 
to adopt whatever line of policy may appear to him best calculated to promote 
the welfare of his country. He is in a position that will enable him to do 
great good for this, and all the Central American States; for his influence 
with them is almost paramount; and I consider that their destiny for good or 
ill depends in a great measure upon the course which he shall take in the 
present crisis of their affairs. He and the President of Guatemala are on 
confidential terms; and whatever policy they may decide upon will be fol¬ 
lowed by the other States. The present assurances of His Excellency, in¬ 
spire the hope of good results.' 

My last interview with the President occurred a day or two since, at his 
residence; and the following is a summary'’ of what transpired. I remarked 
that I was about writing to my Government, and previous to doing so, 
desired to hold a conversation with him upon the prospects of being able to 
reestablish harmonious relations between our Governments, and a satis¬ 
factory understanding with regard to future policy^ He manifested his wish 
to confer with me upon these subjects of paramount importance; and his 
desire to cooperate with me to the end of restoring confidence and good 
feeling, not only between Costa Rica and the United States; but also between 
the latter and all the Central American States;—He stated that he had 
no doubt, in -view of the representations which I had made him, and the 
confidence which they must inspire—as well as that which was reposed in me 
and in my intentions, that all questions would be satisfactorily arranged; and 
a policy adopted which would prove acceptable and advantageous to all 
parties;—that he had already written to President Martinez recommending 
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document, and stated his conviction, that if he had seen and conferred with 
me previous to that affair, no such document would have been issued;—that, 
at that time and previously, the fears of being overrun by the fillibusters, 
were so great, that Costa-Rica would have thrown herself as a colony, into 
the arms of any power that would protect her; —to which I replied that I 
could, in a great measure, have dispelled those fears, so far as Nicaragua was 
concerned, if that Government had listened to my assurances. He referred 
to the proposed convention of the Presidents of the Central American States, 
and thought that my presence at their deliberations, associated with him, 
would produce beneficial results; and proposed, in the event of this conven¬ 
tion taking place, that I should accompany him;—that he would be glad to 
co-operate with me at that time in effecting a satisfactory adjustment of our 
relations with all these States; and if, as was hoped, this convention should 
bring about a union of the States, that a general treaty might then be nego- 
ciated; and finally expressed his desire for a frank and open understanding 
upon all matters. 

Two circumstances have impressed me with a very favorable opinion with 
regard to President Mora and his intentions—first, his prompt repudiation of 
the principles of the Rivas Manifesto when fully convinced that it had been 
based upon mistaken grounds; and second, his proposal that I should be 
present at this convention of the Presidents, which was unnecessary, unless 
he wished the views of my Government to be represented there. The con¬ 
vention alluded to, is expected to meet in January, and I enclose a copy of 
the official paper containing a Government Decree ^ setting forth the meas¬ 
ures proposed to be adopted on that occasion. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1471 

General Maximo Jerez, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, October 4,1858. 

Excellent Sir: The Undersigned has the honor of addressing you, with 
the information that the Government of Nicaragua has appointed him its 
IMinister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary to the Government of 
the Lnited States, with the Special charge to carry on the treaty-negotiations, 
now pending between the two countries. 

^ Not included in this publication. 

- Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Receipt date is not indicated on the file copy of 
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The reason, which has moved the government of the Republic to send this 
Legation to the United States is founded in a desire to take the most eincient 
steps to bring this important negotiation to a speedy and happy end and at 
the same time to evince the right sentiments, which Nicaragua entertains for 
this Administration, which, on its part, has addressed itself to the adoption 
of measures calculated to confirm the friendly relations, which ought to be 
cultivated by the two Governments. 

The Undersigned having accepted this charge, with a satisfaction, con¬ 
sonant with his personal convictions, has seen, not without much regret, an 
obstacle growing out of a document known by the name of the "Belly- 
Manifesto”—a document signed by the Presidents of Nicaragua and Costa 
Ricap and this, because that document contains various suppositions, 
offensive to the United States and to its Government. 

The Administration of Nicaragua has already disavowed this document, 
since, through a communication of the Secretary' of Foreign Relations, under¬ 
stood by me as not having yet been received at the Dept, of State, dated 
Aug: 25**^ ultimo ^ and addressed to the representative of the United States 
in that country it has given assurance that it is the scheme of private in¬ 
dividuals and is not its act and that it bears neither a public nor an official 
character. But it is the duty of the Undersigned also, in pursuance of his 
instructions, to state, that the government of Nicaragua regrets the appear¬ 
ance of such a document, that it disavows the same and especially does it 
disavow all belief in the allegations which it contains against the honor and 
the conduct of the U. S. but, on the contrary', that it entertains a sincere 
gratitude for the administration of this country, for the energy and the recti¬ 
tude, with which it has expressed itself, in behalf of the rights of Nicaragua, 
and with which it has counteracted the piratical attempts of the enemies of 
that Republic. , 

The uttering of this declaration is gratifying to the Undersigned; for, 
having not the least reference to the power of this nation, it simply flows 
from a sentiment of strict justice. 

The Undersigned being desirous to make a beginning in the discharge of 
his duties so soon as possible, has the honor of enclosing to Your E.xcellency, 
a copy of the Autograph letter, which accredits his missionand at the same 
time he begs that you may be pleased to obtain orders from His Excellency, 
the President of the United States, in reference to his official reception. 

Be pleased. Sir, to accept [etc.]. 

J See note 2, p. 692, above, this part. * Above, this part, doc. 1459. 

2 Not within the scope of this publication. 


Brooklyn, New York, October 20, 1858. 

Excellent Sir: Having seen in the public papers of New York various 
contradictory statements in relation to the conclusion to which this govern¬ 
ment has come in the question of the treaty, concluded on the 16“^ of Nov^ 
of the last year; some of the representations maintaining that this govern¬ 
ment has informed General Jerez that farther conference in the matter is 
useless, whilst others say that time has been allowed that General to receive 
new instructions from Nicaragua; I take the liberty of begging Your Excel¬ 
lency to have the kindness of communicating to me the facts of the case, 
because I deem it highly expedient to advise the governments of Guatemala 
and Salvador of the real truth of the matter; and if it be true that you have 
transmitted a note to Gen! Jerez, communicating to him the decision of this 
government, I beg of Your Excellency to be pleased to enclose me a copy of 
said note. With the highest consideration I have the honor [etc.]. 


1473 

Mirabeau B, Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 31 San Jose, Costa Rica, October 28, 1858. 

Sir: I beg leave to enclose a copy of a letter, received last evening, from 
the President of Nicaragua ^ in relation to the "Rivas Manifesto” of the 
first of May last,^ It is of the same purport as that of the President of 
Costa Rica ® on the same subject; and I presume was written at the sugges¬ 
tion of the latter. I have not yet replied to it. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3 . Received October 21. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 3 . Received November 30, 
1859 3 Above, this part, September 25, 1858, doc. 1468. 

* Above, this part, p. 692, note 2. ® Above, this part, September 16, 1858, doc. 1464. 



General Mdximo Jerez, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, November 2, 1858. 

Most Kxcellent Sir: The undersigned has read with the greatest satis¬ 
faction the proclamation which, under date of the 30^^ of October last,- his 
Excellency the President of the U. S. has been pleased to issue, with reference 
to existing announcements of a third military expedition which certain in¬ 
dividuals are attempting to raise against Nicaragua. In this proclamation, 
after rendering palpable the falsehood of the pretext by which the authors of 
this attempt are endeavoring to cover its illegality, his Excellency concludes 
by urging the civil and military authorities to use zeal and vigilance in order 
to prevent the accomplishment of that criminal enterprise, and by exhorting 
all good citizens to co-operate with them to the same intent. 

This important document, is a new evidence of the sentiments of justice 
and of regard for the rights of Nicaragua which have ever animated his Ex¬ 
cellency the President of the U. S. The people and Government of that Re¬ 
public will receive it with pleasure and gratitude; and the undersigned per¬ 
forms a pleasant duty in hastening to offer, in the name of that Government, 
the most expressive and cordial thanks, to the illustrious Chief Magistrate of 
this nation, for the efficient care he has taken to prevent a mockery^ of the 
laws, the violation of which might become seriously detrimental to the 
Republic of Nicaragua, and even to the rest of the Republics of Central 
America. 

With manifestations of the highest consideration [etc.]. 


1475 

Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, Guatemalan, Salvadoran, and Nicaraguan Minister 
to the United States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

Brooklyn, New York, November 11, i8j8. 

Excellent Sir : I have the honor, in answer to your note of the 8 *^ in¬ 
stant,^ to state that, in effect, the extract from the internal police regulation 
of the Republic of Nicaragua, which appeared in the New York city papers, 
was published by me in consequence of the representation, which I had made 

1 Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received November 3. 

2 fhp srnnp. of this Dublication: its purport is sufficiently mdicated. 
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to Your Excellency, through my note of the 16*.^ of April,^ which was 
answered by your Excellency’s of the 26*^ of the same month,^ in which you 
write to me; “Nicaragua has the unquestioned right to adopt such precau¬ 
tions as she may deem necessary for her own security or defence. But the 
President expects that in the exercise of these rights, great care will be taken 
not to interfere with or infringe the equally sacred rights of American 
citizens, who may not have committed any violation of the laws of that 
State.” 

Now I have the honor of stating to your Excellency that, upon my com¬ 
munication of your said note to the Minister of Foreign Relations of Nica¬ 
ragua, I was charged, under date of the 27^.^ of June, to frame the regulation 
of internal police, that might prevent the invasion of the filibusters and as 
circumstances would not allow a delay of the publication of the measures, 
which are to be taken to that effect, I hastened to do it now, in order that the 
men, intended to carry on that invasion, publicly announced for the 10*.^ 
instant, should stand under warning. 

You will have seen that the regulation of internal police, which I have 
published, contains no provision, aggressive of the rights of American citi¬ 
zens, as is expressed in the expectations of His Excellency, the President of 
the United States; the regulation merely requires that those, who do not go 
with the intention of crossing from one sea to the other, and who may desire 
to remain in the State, shall be the bearers of passports, as are all those, who 
travel through France, Spain and nearly the whole of the European States; 
and that they shall not land with arms, which may subserve purposes of war. 
To that effect I had regard to the laws and to the provisions of the new 
Constitution of the Republic; and I have the satisfaction to see, in the proc¬ 
lamation of His Excellency, the President of the United States, of the date 
of the 30‘*^ ultimo, that he quotes the notice, which I published on the 
regulation of internal police of Nicaragua, as an adjunct of measures, which 
cannot be objectionable. 

Had not the circumstances been so urgent, I would have taken the utmost 
pleasure in consulting with Your Excellency on the seasonableness of the 
publication in question; but I deemed that the time required it to be made 
immediately, so soon as I received advice of the preparation of the expedi¬ 
tion, not thinking that, in so doing, I could fail in any of the considerations, 
due, on my part, to this administration, for which I have ever desired to 


General Mdximo Jerez, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

New York, November 12, i8j8. 

Excellent Sir: The undersigned has received your note of the in¬ 
stant ^ and through it he has, with deep regret, been informed that His 
Excellency, the President of the United States, has seen, with displeasure, a 
publication of the notice of the instant, to which Your Ex? refers. 

The Undersigned was very far from supposing that it could so work as to 
produce an unfavorable impression. This, to the extent of his power, he de¬ 
sires to dispel; and, to that end, without entering into a discussion, which 
might perhaps be unseasonable, he holds it to be his duty to advance a few 
remarks, to point out the soundness of the reasons, which moved him to 
make said publication. 

This publication were to be regretted by the Undersigned, if he thought 
that he could not have made it, except under cover of diplomatic immunities; 
but being free from all personal connection with transit matters, what spe¬ 
cially moved him to take the step, which he did in the matter in question, 
was the desire to comply with the mandate, which, in all things concerning 
said transit matters, was entrusted to him by his government, to which he 
cannot but acknowledge himself to be responsible, should he, perchance, 
have gone beyond the line of his instructions. 

On the other hand, the undersigned did not consider that the fact of such 
a publication could give rise to a responsibility of any kind; for, being 
grounded on trustworthy information, its object was not to inflict injur>% but 
to prevent the evil consequences, which might ensue; both to passengers 
from the United States and to the inhabitants of Nicaragua, from the violent 
position, in which said passengers wall be placed, if, as the Undersigned, to 
his sorrow, fears the sequel wall prove, they should find themselves on the 
route of transit, without adequate means to continue their journey without 
delay or molestation. 

Confining himself to this notice, the Undersigned has endeavored to ab¬ 
stain from any act, that was not indispensible in the discharge of the mission, 
which he has received from his Government, w’^hich does not recognize any 
right in the parties, that pretend that such they have to a monopoly, not 
only of the transit route, but even of the internal navigation of its waters. 
The Undersigned has accordingly, and formally, notified said parties, urging 
them to discuss the matter, with a view of coming to an equitable arrange¬ 
ment. Guided by this spirit of conciliation and notwithstanding the refusal 
of the said parties to enter into any discussion or arrangement, the Under- 



tensions. 

The Undersigned regrets that he had not preferred the means, pointed out 
by Your Excellency, of applying to your Department of State in the case 
under view, in consideration of the good disposition, which you are pleased 
to evince in this respect. 

When he had reached this city, he gathered new, respectable and recent 
information as to the bad condition of the route of transit. It did not seem 
to him proper to trouble your Excellency, in the matter, with a consideration 
of this kind. The Undersigned was confirmed in this opinion, on recollecting 
that, on these occasions when he stated his wish to come to a previous under¬ 
standing with Your Excellency in order to proceed to arrangements, relative 
to the transit, because he was anxious to rest them on grounds, harmonizing 
in the best possible manner with the interests of the United States, Your 
Excellency was pleased to intimate your views to me so far as regarded any 
purpose of interfering in such matters. For this reason, I could, scarcely 
even give a succinct and verbal notice to Your Excellency of the agreement, 
which I was about to sign with a Philadelphia company, and which it has 
transmitted for the ratification of Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned duly appreciates the announcement that you are about 
to submit his course to the consideration of the Government, by which he 
has been sent; and whatever may be the judgment passed upon his conduct, 
his feelings will be gratified if, as he doubts not, this disagreeable incident 
will not have affected, in any manner, the good relations, which ought always 
to exist between the United States and Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


1477 

Tomas Martinez, President of Nicaragua, to James Buchanan, President of 

the United States ^ 


[translation] 


Leon, Nicaragua, December 2, 18^8. 
Great and Good Friend: Senor Don Antonio Jose de Irisarri, our Envoy 
Extraordinary' and Minister Plenipotentiary in your Republic, stated to us 


^ Notes from Central America, vol. 2. No receipt date appears on either the orieinal 
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the impossibility of his getting through with various important affairs of 
this Government, for which reason we determined to establish a double 
representation, and consequently we sent our Alinister Plenipotentiary 
General Don M 4 ximo Jerez. At present, recognizing the necessity of 
imparting to our relations that unity which is demanded by respect for your 
Excellency s Government and by the interests of the two nations, which are 
every day called to unite with each other more closely, I have thought fit to 
accede to the wishes of Senor Irisarri himself by relieving him from the 
mission which he has filled near the Government of the U. S. to the satisfac¬ 
tion of the Government of this Republic, and to invest with our full powers 
the said Senor Jerez. With this view, we trust that your Excellency will 
permit Senor Irisarri to pay his last respects on our part; and that your 
Excellency will condescend to receive the successor whom we have appointed 
with the same good will that Senor Irisarri has received; and for which we 
have been and shall be very grateful. 

Given at the national palace of the Government in the city of Leon, on 
the second day of the month of December, in the year of our Lord one thou¬ 
sand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 

Your great and good friend. 


1478 

Mirdbeau B. Lamary United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 32 Leon, Nicaragua, Deceniher 3 , 1858 . 

Sir; ... I arrived in Leon on the 30 ult. simultaneously with the Presi¬ 
dent, who has temporarily removed the government from Managua to this 
city. He will probably remain here one month. As yet I have not seen him; 
nor held any official interviews with the Minister of Foreign Relations. 
The President and Cabinet, from the moment of their arrival, have been in 
almost continual secret Session, as it is supposed, upon the proposed modifi¬ 
cation of the Treaty, and the Vandyke Transit Contract. I think they will 
not take any decisive step in either matter until the arrival of Sir Wm. Gore 
Ouseley, who is daily expected; and whose counsels—^whatever they may be 
—^will, in all probability be implicitly followed. 

In one of those councils—in which others were present beside the Cabinet 
—some allusion being made to the interposition of England and France in 
flfFairs nf mir Government with this countrv. Mr. Perez. Secretary of 



aimcumes witn me umteu ocai.es. ivii. vjuuei, ucie ui uic j-^gcuLs ui me 
Vandyke Company, assures me that he himself heard the British and French 
Ministers in Washington, express to Gen 5 Jerez the same sentiments as now 
repeated by Mr. Perez. Whatever course these Powers may have decided 
to take in relation to American affairs in this country, is doubtless known 
to our Government; and I now allude to those matters only for the purpose 
of keeping Your Department apprised of what is going on here; and also for 
the purpose of manifesting how tenaciously this Government clings to the 
hopes which Belly had inspired. It still has hopes of receiving—^what is 
termed here—British and French protection; and will not resign them until 
they shall be dissipated by those powers themselves, or by some decisive and 
energetic action on the part of our own Government. . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1479 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

On board the Merrimac, 
Harbor of Realejo, 

No. 33 December 22, 1858. 

Sir: In my last interview with President Mora—on the eve of my de¬ 
parture from Costa Rica—the "Monroe Doctrine’’ was made the principle 
topic of discussion. 

The conversation commenced by the President stating that he had re¬ 
ceived communications from Nicaragua enclosing copies of correspondence 
with the Central American Governments from which it appeared that there 
was very little doubt that the contemplated convention of the Presidents of 
these States would take place in the month of January next in the city of 
Guatamala; and he observed that the occasion would be a good one for a 
general discussion of their relations with the United States, and of the policy 
recently avowed by our Government in the letter of Mr. Cass of the 25th of 
July last,^ and that he should use his influence toward the promoting of a 
perfectly good understanding with our Government. 

I expressed my satisfaction at his friendly intentions; and in consideration 
of these I told him that I would waive the delivery of a letter which I had 
addressed to him with a view of affording him an opportunity of declaring 
the policy he may have decided upon with respect to his future relations 
with the United States; but that I would read the letter, and let it be con- 
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sidered as a part of our conversation. He agreed with me that it was better 
not to embarrass himself at the present time by a premature avowal of 
sentiments and views which he would have to vindicate in the proposed 
convention. Such a course might alarm the minds of many, and weaken 
his influence in that body. The letter was accordingly read; from which I 
make the following extract as containing all that is material in the same. 

As tending directly and in a most effectual manner to promote this 
end (the establishment of good relations between the two countries) I 
should be gratified to receive an avowal of Your Excellency’s opinion 
and views with respect to the policy and principles which have been 
adopted by the United States, and are set forth in the Hon. Secretary' of 
State’s letter of the 25th of July last which I had the honor of communi¬ 
cating to this Government. 

Your Excellency is perfectly aware of the circumstances and object 
which called forth the first declaration of these principles by IMr. Monroe 
in 1823, and the influence it exerted upon the Independence of the Span¬ 
ish American Republics. But for the timely s>mipathy of the United 
States towards these countries and of its determination to protect them 
against the threatened aggression of the Holy alliance, their destiny 
might have been very different from what it [is] now. There is a strong 
probability that they would have been resubjected to the power of 
Spain. The stand then taken by the United States in favor of Spanish 
American liberty, was hailed with enthusiasm by every lover of human 
rights throughout the world. It put an end to European despotism in 
this portion of the Continent; and confirmed to the inhabitants the right 
of Self-government. The principles then promulgated have been mis¬ 
represented and perverted by artful men—enemies of the United States 
and its free institutions—but the policy is still the same. The feeling of 
the United States towards these countries has undergone no change. 
No spirit of annexation, of absorption or of aggression has been en¬ 
grafted upon the Monroe doctrine. It still pretends to nothing further 
than that the destinies of these countries shall be left in their own hands. 
It is simply a doctrine of non-intervention by the Monarchical Powers of 
Europe in the political affairs of this hemisphere;—a doctrine which the 
peace and safety of the United States require to be maintained at all 
hazard. 

In the latter portion of foregoing extract I have made a few verbal altera¬ 
tions with a view to clearness and brevity. At the close of the reading, the 
President remarked that he was perfectly convinced of the wisdom and 
practicability of the policy therein contained; that it was the true policy of 
the American Continent, and that he desired to see it universally adopted. 
So far as he and Costa-Rica were concerned, he said he was ready to make it 
r'mtntrTr immpflifl'rplv if T desired it! or if not at oresent. he 
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authorised to explain the policy and measures of our government, the repre¬ 
sentatives of European Powers, for many years past, had lost no opportunity 
of making our policy toward them appear—as he now believed—in a per¬ 
verted and unfriendly light. 

I replied that no acts of the United States toward these countries had ever 
afforded any ground for their apprehensions; but far to the contrary. 

He said it was very true; and he remarked that the United States had 
always shewn more deference toward them, than any other nation. He 
cited some examples of harsh measures which had been taken by Great- 
Britain, and France toward them, while he had never known any instance in 
which the United States had proceeded in a similar manner. But he said 
the idea had been disiminated among them that the United States was 
indifferent to their fate, and that their only hope was to retain, at whatever 
cost, the friendship of European Powers. Nevertheless,—he continued— 
he was now satisfied that their true interests looked to harmonious relations 
and unity of purpose with the United States.— One difficulty, however, 
suggested itself to his mind, in taking publicly the stand which he was pre¬ 
pared to take. By the step proposed, he would bring down upon himself 
and the country the odium of European Governments that now made 
professions of friendship. They would undoubtedly give him many an¬ 
noyances ; and he should expect to receive the sympathy and support of the 
United States in the event of difficulties. Let the United States assure him 
that he shall not suffer in consequence of the change, and he was ready to 
make our policy his policy. 

Such is the sum and substance of my last conversation with His Excellency. 

There is an open frankness in President Mora’s general manners and in 
his mode of conversation, well calculated to inspire confidence, and to gain 
him many friends; and it is not impossible that he may have expressed his 
real sentiments and feelings in the foregoing conversation; but it must be 
borne in mind, that he is a Spanish American; and my long acquaintance 
with that race will not allow me to vouch for their sincerity and good-faith 
in scarcely any case whatever. 

A copy of the President’s Proclamation of the 30th of October in relation 
to the Filibusters, and one of the despatch from the State Department express¬ 
ing the satisfaction of our Government with the spontaneous retraction of 
the Rivas Manifest by President Mora were duly communicated to the 
Government of Costa Rica.^— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 See above, this volume, pt. l, No. 14, November 4, 1858, doc. rio6. 
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Miidhedu ^, LamcLTf^ United Stdiss Minister Hesident to NicuTCLgua, and Costc, 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

38 Managua, Nicaragua, January 21, iSjg. 

Sir : . . . The letter of Flag Officer M'^Intosh reporting the affairs at San 
Juan del Norte ^ I have not answered, believing that he would communicate 
the same to the Secretary of the Navy and would receive instructions from 
that department— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 39 Managua, Nicaragua, January zg, iSSQ- 

Sir : I have but a few moments in which to prepare this despatch. 

A treaty has been entered into with Sir William Gore Ouseley, the precise 
nature of which I do not understand. It was concluded in Leon; forwarded 
to this Government; received on the 18^^ inst, presented to the House of 
Representatives on the 20*.^ ratified on the 23^—reconsidered the next day; 
amended by the House; and will be presented to the Senate tomorrow for 
final ratification. This is expeditious work. During all this, not one word 
has been said about the American treaty. 

On the 23'^ inst I held a conversation with Minister Cortez, the substance 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4. Received February’ 2S. 
The omitted portions of this despatch deal with matters outside the scope of this publica- 
tion. 

2 The following is the text of the pertinent portion of the letter here referred to, which 
came as an enclosure to this despatch: 

James McIntosh, Flag Officer, U.S.S. Roanoke, to Mirabecu B. Lamar, United States 
Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica 

Off San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, Notember 27, iSyS. 

Sir: ... I am here with a portion of my Squadron for the purpose of preventmg 
the landing of “ fillibusters ”—or other illegal expiditions in Nicaragua, Costa Rica 
and other Republics of Central America, from the United States, should any attempt be 
made; and the duty shall be faithfully executed. But it is not a little mortifying to find 
that, although General Walker and his associates have been twice remo%-ed from this 
country by the officers and vessels of our Country, we are still suspected by certain 
Nicaraguan officials as aiding his and their return; and, consequently, a strong inclina- 



rresiaent, ana read to nim tne saia conversation. iVlinister t^ortez was 
present at the time and fully assented to the accuracy of my Statements. 
The conversation with the President was too long and varied to note down 

^ Below is the text of the attached memorandum of the conversation. A footnote referring 
to what is mentioned as “the i6 Article” reads “In the Ouseley treaty it is Article 22,” for 
the text of which see note i, p. 730, below, this part. 

Substance of a conversation, held with Minister Cortez on the 23^ January 185Q 
Speaking of the Treaty, just concluded in Leon between Sir William Gore Ouseley 
and Mr. Pedro Zeledon Minister of Foreign Relations, Minister Cortez stated that said 
Treaty was nearly the same as that of the Cass-Yrisarri Treaty, differing from it prin¬ 
cipally in the 16'-?’ Article in which the right is conceded to Great Britain of landing 
troops in the country under certain emergencies, of which that Power is to be the judge 
in the last resort. I did not distinctly comprehend his idea; and asked him if he would 
furnish me with a copy of particular Article. He said he would see the President about 
it.— He expressed himself sattisfied with the Cass-Yrisarri Treaty with its late modi¬ 
fications; and said that whatever Treaty this Government might make with Great 
Britain, it would make the same with the United States, as its desire was to place both 
of those nations on the same footing— I asked him what had been done about the 
Mosquito Territory. He replied that negociations were still pending about it, but 
thought that it would soon be settled. I told him that in my opinion, this Government 
should have exacted a full and unequivocal restoration of that territory before having 
entered into any Treaty with Great Britain. He expressed a similar opinion; and added 
that he himself was not willing that the Mosquito King should be recognised as a Sov¬ 
ereign, in any settlement of that question. I told him that some of the members of 
Congress had expressed themselves as opposed to receiving the territory back at this 
time, even if Great Britain was disposed to restore it, preferring that that Power should 
retain its Protectorate over it until the final adjustment of the Central American ques¬ 
tion between Great Britain and the United States. He said that some individuals may 
have spoken thus; but no such ideas were entertained by the Government. With regard 
to the Filibusters, he said that the intelligent portion of the country was fully satisfied 
of the disposition and determination of the United States Government to keep them out 
if possible; but if in spite of its desires and endeavors, these aggressors should elude 
the vigilance of that Government, it was natural that Nicaragua should seek further 
protection from whatever quarter it might be obtained. I replied that if the United 
States could not put down Filibustering, Great Britain wold not be able to do it— I 
said that the combined operations of the two nations had not entirely suppressed the 
African slave trade; that in spite of all vigilance these traders still occasionally escaped, 
but as far as it was practicable to put down Filibustering, the United States were not 
only willing but competent to do it, without the intervention of European Powers, 
whose intervention would not be prompted by any benevolent regard for the people of 
this country, but founded sole[l]y upon a desire of obtaining dominion in this quarter 
and building up a formidable power against the United States—a policy which the 
United States can never permit in justice to her own peace and safety— I then called 
the attention of the Minister to the Monroe doctrine; and after my exposition of its 
origin and objects, he replied that Nicaragua had some time since adopted this doctrine— 
I told him that the doctrine had not only saved this country from a re-subjugation to the 
power of Old-Spain, but that it had secured it against the aggresive power of Great 
Britain; whose Banner but for the declaration of Mr. Monroe, would long since have 
waived our every stronghold of the country. The Minister seemed to assent to the truth 
of this, and said that there could be no doubt as to the friendly dispositions of the United 
States towards this country. Nevertheless, he still seemed to think that Nicaragua 
ought not to forego the advantages of British protection against the Filibusters— I 
answered that I did not think that the United States would consent for Great Britain to 
land troops on this soil under the pretext of expelling Filibusters from it; for any at¬ 
tempt of that kind would not be for the good of Nicaragua; but in hostility to the United 
States. I remarked also that Great Britain had long been anxious to establish her power 
in this country; and that she now hopes to effect this end by availing herself of the mis- 
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for the present despatch. I can only notice few points— His Excellency 
insisted upon^the necessity of Nicaragua’s seeking security against Filii- 
busters from any power that would extend it; and asked me if my Govern¬ 
ment would be satisfied if the same Treaty should be made with it which 
Nicaragua might make with England. I told him, that that depended upon 
the nature and extent of the concessions— Nicaragua—I said might grant 
more to Great Britain than what the United States would be willing to 
accept herself, and more than what their safety would allow others to re¬ 
ceive— For instance—should Nicaragua relinquish one half of her territoiy 
to Great Britain and the other half to the United States, my Government 
would not consent to such arrangement, for two reasons. First—because it 
would be violative of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty;—and secondly, because 
the United States do not desire any dominion in this countr^^ nor are they 
willing that a hostile power dangerous to their peace should establish any— 
The desire of my Government is, that the Central American States should 
preserve their Nationality and Liberty unimpaired by any foreign Power, 
American, or European; and as the best means of securing this end, it recom¬ 
mends the union of these states into a federal government like that of the 
United States, this, and the maintenance of peace and harmony with them, 
comprises the whole policy of my Government towards this countiy— 
The conversation now turned upon the Transit— 

The President expressed his ardent desire that it might be opened with as 
little delay as possible— I told him that I was confident that when the 
citizens of our respective countries should be brought together in social 
communion and commercial intimacy by the means of that route, there 
would be at once and [an?] end to all jealousies, apprehensions, misconcep¬ 
tions and filibusterism between the tvi'o people; he said that that would be a 
good time to make a Treaty— 

In conclusion he requested me to enquire of my Government whether 
there was any mode of throwing open the Transit route to public competition 


ment of the United States. I then told him that the making of a Treaty with Great 
Britain first, and then altering the American treaty to conforrn to it, looked v^- mucn 
like a superior deference to that Power and a disrespect to the United States. He reiter¬ 
ated that his desire was to make the same treaty with both nations told him 

there was a way of settling all difficulties, which would be equitable and honorable to 
both countries; and that was for this Government to ratify the Cass-Ynsam treaty at 
once without further delay, and then say to Great|Britain that this Goyernnient is r^a\ 
to treat with her, upon the condition of full and unequivocal renunciation oi all preten¬ 
tions to the Mosquito Territory— I said that there could be no objection to this 
course, since the American treaty under its late modification was rendered acceptable to 
this country, and that the adoption of this course would not only restore peace Mtw^n 
the countries, but that it was due to the honor and dignity of ^lcarapa as well as to a 
proper respect to the United States as a past and a present friend and known % eh-'' tsner 
of the Sovereismtv and prosperity of this country'. The Minister replied that he rhought 



without JNicaragua s incurring any responsibility to any of the claimants to 
the route— He is anxious to adopt this course if it can be done without 
exposing the country to any reclamation for the act— 

I can write no more. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

P. S. I had just concluded this despatch when the Spanish document 
attached and marked A ^ was placed in my hands. It is a copy of the 23 
Article in the Ouseley Treaty, alluded to in my conversation with Minister 
Cortez. Simultaneously with its reception, I was informed, by a reliable 
source that the said Treaty had passed from the House to the Senate, and 
had rec^ the ratification of that body. It now only waits the signature of the 
President. It has undergone some slight alteration, in the Congress, which it 
is possible Sir William may not be willing to accept. The alteration alludes to 
the Mosquito Territory, declaring that nothing in said Treaty shall be con¬ 
strued prejudicial to the just claims of Nicaragua to said Territory. 

Yours respectfully. 

P. S. I have recalled the Courrier—after having dismissed him—for the 
purpose of correcting a mistake—to wit;—that the Senate has not yet 
ratified the English treaty as stated in this despatch. My informant was 
mistaken. But that it will be ratified by that body is almost beyond doubt; 
and that there will be any-thing but hostility and the deepest malignity 
towards the United States during the present dynasty in this country is 
equally certain. 

I remain very respectfully [etc.]. 

^ Below is a translation (apparently made in the Department of State on the receipt of this 
despatch) of this document, the Spanish text of which, marked A, is also with the file copy of 
the despatch. Instead, however, of being the 23d it is the 22d Article. 

[translation] 

. 4 r/; 22? The Republic of Nicaragua Agrees, that: if, at any time, it should be necessary 
to employ military forces for the securityand protection of persons and of property, passing 
over any, whatsoever, of the aforesaid routes; it will use the force, necessary for such an 
object; but that, if it should fail to do so, from whatsoever cause; her Britannic Majesty, 
with the consent, or on application, of the Government of Nicaragua, or of its Minister 
in London, or in Paris, or of the competent local authorities, civil or military, lawfully 
designated, may employ such forces for this. And for no other, purpose; And whenever, 
in the judgment of Nicaragua, the necessity for this shall cease to exist, such forces shall 
be immediately withdrawn. In an exceptional case, however, of unforeseen or of immi¬ 
nent danger to the lives or property of British subjects, the forces of Her Majesty are 
authorized to give them their protection, without the previous obtaining of such con¬ 
sent. Her Majesty shall prohibit and prevent the organization of armed expeditions, in 
her Dominions, whether for the purpose of invading Nicaragua, or with the intent, or 
under the pretext, of assisting any of the political parties or bodies, that may exist in 
that country. 



JPcdfo Zclsdoti, lidinistBT of^ FoYBign A-ffcLits of NicoYagua, to MiYcibeciu B. 

LotnoY, UnitBd States FlinisteY Resident to F icaYagua and Costa Rica ^ 

[trakslatiox] 

Confidential Managua, Nicaragua, FebYuarv 25, iS^g. 

Sir: As the Government of the United States did not see fit to accept the 
modifications with which this Republic ratified the Cass-Irisarri Treat\-. the 
Government was obliged to give an account to the Chambers in order that 
they might kindly establish rules for its conduct in this matter. 

Pending their settlement, there has been concluded with the Minister of 
Her Britannic Majesty and ratified by the Chambers, the Treaty of Friend¬ 
ship, Commerce, and Navigation, which I have the honor to enclose to Your 
Excellency in the form of a confidential copy, and in which are found the 
unanimous sentiments of the Legislative and Executive powers of the Re¬ 
public, which are willing to treat on the same terms with those of the United 
States. 

My Government hopes that Your Excellency has competent authority to 
conclude a similar treaty, and that if you do not have them you will be good 
enough to make a report to the Government of the United States for the 
purpose proposed. 

In communicating the foregoing to Your Excellency [etc.]. 
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Minabeau B. Lamar, United States MinisteY Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, SecYetary of State of the United States - 

[extract] 

No. 41 Le6n, Nicaragua, February 26, iSyg. 

Sir: I have delayed this despatch until the last moment in hopes of 
being able to communicate something definitely about the British Treaty, 
now before the Congress, and which will doubtless be ratified in a few days. 
I know nothing of its terms and conditions; but have been told by one of the 
Senators that it contains a guarantee of British protection against Filibusters 
—but to what extent, whether by land as well as by sea, he did not explain. 
The Mosquito question, he said, is to be settled by a seperate Convention; 

^ D6sp3.tches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), \oI. 4 j enclosed with Lamar to 
the Secretary of State, No. 42, March 4, 1859, below, this part, doc. 14S4, ^ 


ratincanon oi tne general i reaty.— 

I suggested to Mr. Pedro Zeledon, the propriety of transferring his nego- 
ciations with Sir William Gore Ouseley, to Washington where Great- 
Britain, France, Nicaragua and the United States, all being present by their 
representatives, might agree upon some general basis for their respective 
Treaties, and thus terminate all impending difficulties. He approved of 
the policy, and said he would propose it to some of the Members of Congress; 
but at the same time expressed his belief that the Government would not 
acceed to the proposition.— Whatever may be the character of the Treaty, 
its terms and stipulations I have little or no doubt will be almost exclusively 
dictated by Sir William himself; for Nicaragua seems to regard herself now, 
in a state of Colonial dependence; and is looking with great confidence to 
the arms of France and England for protection against what she is pleased 
to call the absorbing policy of the United States. 

In a conversation with President Martinez, His Excellency said that, from 
the language of the President of the United States in his late Message to 
Congress, as well as from the known friendship and intimacy existing be¬ 
tween him and the British Minister here, he inferred that any Treaty which 
the latter might propose would be in consonance with arrangements agreed 
upon by these parties before the departure of Sir William from Washington. 
He ask [asked?] me if I did not think so too. I told him most decidedly, 
no; for if any such arrangement had been made, my Government would 
have apprised me of it; but at the same time I told him that I thought it very 
probable that it was understood in Washington that Sir William would be 
instructed to restore to Nicaragua the Mosquito Territory. This, however, 
I gave as my conjecture only, having no information on the subject, as I 
told him beyond what I had gathered from the public prints. 

Desirous of knowing what the Nicaraguan Minister in Washington had 
written concerning the Cass-Irrizari Treaty, when he had despatched the 
same to his Government by his Secretary Mr. Perez, I put the question 
directly to Minister Cortez, who replied without the slightest hesitation, 
but much to my surprise, that Mr. Jerez, had not written a word about the 
Treaty except to say that Mr. Perez was fully apprised of his views and opin¬ 
ions, and would be able to explain them to the Government. And what 
explanation did Mr Perez offer?—I enquired. None—was the answer. He 
had received no instructions, and had nothing to impart.^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 This omission discusses matters not pertinent to this publication. 



Mirabeau 3 . Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 42 Managua, Nicaragua, March 4, 1859. 

SiR: I avail myself of the opportunity of forwarding by Col. Louis 
Schlesenger a copy of the Treaty just concluded between the Govern^ of 
Nicaragua and the British Minister—Sir Wm. Gore Ouseley.- Accompany¬ 
ing this is a letter, dated February 25th 1859 but not delivered until this 
date, from Mr. Pedro Zeledon Minister of Foreign Relations,* enquiring 
of me whether I had competent authority to enter into a similar convention 
with this government. I answered him verbally that I possessed no such 
powers. It is with his consent that I forward these documents; and for want 
of time to copy his letter, I send the original. 

The Mosquito question remains unsettled.— The British Minister has 
left for Costa Rica; but before his departure, he presented to this Govern¬ 
ment some propositions as the basis of a future convention upon this subject. 
The terms upon which he proposes to adjust this question with Nicaragua, 1 
have not been able to ascertain; but his propositions, have been laid before 
the Congress, and is now under the consideration of that body. 

I enclose also a copy of a Protest of Louis Schlessenger against certain 
proceedings of this Government, together with a copy of my letter trans¬ 
mitting the same to the Minister of Foreign Relations.^ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragtia and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Afinister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

Managua, Nicaragua, March 4,1859. 


Sir: Mr. Louis Schlessinger, as the Agent of the American Atlantic and 
Pacific Ship Canal Company, has filed in this Legation a protest—a copy of 
which is herewith enclosed— ® 


1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central Amenca), vol. 4. Revived Apnl 2. 

2 A copy in Spanish of this treaty, which consists of _twent>'-eight articles and w^ sign^ 

on January 28, 1859, is in the manuscript volume with the onginal of I^mar s despatch, 
but is not included in this publication. For a translation of its 22d Article, see note i, p. 
7to above this part ^ j^bove, this part, doc. 1482. 

^ See Lamar’s communication to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, below, this part dated 
also March 4, 1859- Schlessinger’s protest, in the form of a long affidavit before Minister 
Lamar, is not included in this publication; it was made on behalf of the American Atlantic 

and Pacific Ship Canal Company. _ 




Said Agent complains among other things, that any measure on the part 
of this Government declaring the transit across the Isthmus of Nicaragua 
free and open to general competition, would be in violation of a contract 
which this Government has celebrated with certain citizens of the United 
States, whose rights and interests he represents. With regard to the validity 
of said contract and the justice of the pretentions, I have nothing to offer, 
as these are questions to be settled by the proper tribunals; but in trans¬ 
mitting to Your Excellency said protest I consider it my duty to call Y. E.® 
attention to the following language of my Government contained in the 
despatch of the Honorable Lewis Cass dated Washington 25^.*' July 1858,1 
copy of which I transmitted to Y. E.—viz: 

What the United States demand, is that in all cases, where their citi¬ 
zens have entered into contracts with the proper Nicaraguan authorities 
and questions have arisen or shall arise respecting the fidelity of their 
execution, no declaration or forfeiture either past or to come, shall 
possess any binding force unless pronounced in conformity with the 
provisions of the contract, if there are any, or if there is no provision for 
that purpose, then unless there has been a fair and impartial investiga¬ 
tion in such manner as to satisfy the United States, that the proceeding 
has been just and that the decision ought to be submitted to. 

It is therefore to be supposed from this that my Government will not 
permit questions of vested rights in which the interests of American citizens 
are involved to be arbitrarly determined. 
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Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 3 Managua, Nicaragua, March 8, i8sg. 

Sir: Although I had the honor of notifying Your Excellency in a com¬ 
munication of this date ® that I possessed no powers for negociating a Treaty 
with this Government, still I am willing—as I have already expressed to 
Your Excellency—to assume the responsibility of doing this, provided Your 
Excellency—entrusted with the negociation on the part of your Govmt— 
and myself may agree upon such terms and conditions as we beleive our 
respective governments will approve and accept. I cannot, however, as 
indicated in the Decree of this Government upon the subject, of this date. 
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this Government may have entered into with any other nation. I am ready 
to discuss with Y. E. all points which may properly pertain to a Treaty of 
peace, amity, navigation and commerce between our two nations—and if we 
can agree upon the various articles and stipulations composing the same, 
then we will celebrate the convention; but on the other hand, if we should 
not be able to agree—if either party should exact more than what the other 
could concede—then the negociation fails; and no evil can result from the 
attempt. I make this proposition from a sincere desire of establishing 
good relations between our countries, as well as from a firm conviction that 
there does not exist any insuperable difficulties to the formation of a fair and 
honorable Treaty, which shall be reciprocally beneficial. Where both 
parties are animated by the same motive—that of doing good—without any 
desire of undue advantage, I can perceive no posible reason why our en¬ 
deavors should not be crowned with success. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 4 Managua, Nicaragua, March lo, 1859. 

Sir: The rejection of the Cass-Yrizarri [Irisarri] Treaty; and the seeming 
impossibility of celebrating any other in what I consider a spirit of reciprocal 
confidence, friendship and liberality render my continuance in Nicaragua of 
no practical utility either to this country or my own, except it might be for 
the purpose of setting the reclamations of American citizens against this 
Government—a task which I would willingly resign to those who are better 
qualified for the disagreable and sterner duties of my mission— My own 
opinion is that Nicaragua is not in a suitable disposition at the present 
moment to establish amicable relations with the United States. This must 
be the work of another day, when time and circumstances shall have 
moderated the existing prejudices of the country and corrected the erroneous 
impressions that prevail in reference to the Government and people of the 
United States— I do not deny that Nicaragua may have had some cause of 
alarm from what are termed the Filibusters, considering the great endeavors 
made to excite her fears upon this subject, combined with the positive efforts 
which these lawless adventurers were actually making for an invasion of her 



pendence, nationality, and progress of all Central America have not been 
properly appreciated, and ought to have secured from this Government a 
larger share of its confidence and friendship than it has received— Under 
these circumstances I have determined to apply to my Government by the 
next Steamer to release me from my mission to this Republic— This 
determination is not induced by any disrespect to any members of the 
Government, to all of whom I beg leave to tender my most respectful 
considerations, and at the same time to accord to them the highest sentiment 
of patriotism. 

That we disagree in our views of policy is true, but that they are animated 
by a mutual desire to protect what they honestly consider the best interest 
of their country, I have no reason to doubt— All nations have a right to 
think for themselves; and to guard their own honor and interest in their 
own way with a due regard to the rights of others— I only regret that we 
should have differred on points so essential to the establishment of those 
harmonious relations between our countries which every good man must 
desire. This regret however is greatly releived by the reflection, that how¬ 
ever widely we may have differred in our public views, our social relations 
have not only not been interrupted, but on my part have continued to 
strengthen in proportion to our intercourse, and to Y. E. especially, whom 
I have so long and intimately known as a citizen, Senator, and Minister, I 
beg leave to tender the assurances of my highest respect and unfeigned 
friendship. 

It is my intention to proceed to San Jos§ in Costa Rica, where Y. E. can 
continue to communicate with me officially until I hear from my Govmt 
and shall notify Y. E. of my final seperation from my duties. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1488 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

A Managua, Nicaragua, March ii, iSfg. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the esteemed com¬ 
munication of Your Excellency of the 4th instant,^ and annexed copy of a 
protest drawn up by Mr. Louis Schlessinger as the recognized political agent 
of the American Ship Canal Company, against the discussion pending in 


privilege was granted it of establishing the transit route through the isthmus, 
from one sea to the other, within a certain period and on certain conditions. 

Without intending to admit or consent to the fact that Mr. Schlessinger is 
at present vested with the character of the recognized political agent of the 
company near the Government of Nicaragua, or the others which he men¬ 
tions in his other protest, as violations of the contract, or to recognize the 
existence of such rights of the company, I am directed to reply to Your 
Excellency that the Government, being convinced that the said company 
has not established the transit route which was its principal object, in six 
times the period in which it was to have accomplished it, under the last 
contract, thus disappointing the hopes of Nicaragua and the interests of 
commerce of the whole world, and that even having announced last Septem¬ 
ber the arrival of steamships by way of the Atlantic and Pacific, with pas¬ 
sengers, in six successive months, not a single one has come by wav of the 
Pacific, nor had necessary works been prepared in the river, in the ports 
nor the road, for passengers; nor had it been attempted to make satisfactory- 
arrangements with the government for the use which it was intended to 
make, as indispensable, of the works existing, for lack of others; does not 
recognize that the Republic is obligated by those contracts, and has sub¬ 
mitted its opinion to the legislative chambers, and they are desirous of 
granting the transit route, and navigation of the River and Lakes to all 
nations without restriction or monopoly. They are discussing between 
themselves this question and this object; and Mr. Schlessinger has attempted 
by his protest to stop these discussions and deliberations, which are necessary' 
to the interests of Nicaragua. 

On this occasion, the Supreme Executive Power of the Republic has noth¬ 
ing more in particular to reply to the esteemed communication of Your 
Excellency than the circumstance that the aforesaid Canal Company w-as 
incorporated as a Nicaraguan company, that as such it itself once declined 
the power of the United States, that Nicaragua has a permanent right to 
examine and pass on the business which interests it, and that the Executive 
Power must carry out and maintain the result of such constitutional de¬ 
liberations. 

On this occasion, I have the honor [etc.]. 



Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 

Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica *■ 

[translation] 

Managua, Nicaragua, March 12 , 1839. 

Your Excellency: It is a matter of regret to me that, as Your Excellency 
advises me in your kind note of yesterday,2 you are leaving this Republic, 
abandoning your mission to it, and going to Costa Rica, under the apprehen¬ 
sion that it is impossible to conclude with Nicaragua a treaty of mutual 
confidence, friendship, and liberality, and that Nicaragua is not at present 
willing to establish friendly relations with the United States. 

Far from concurring in this opinion which Your Excellency forms as to the 
facts, I believe that the terms proposed to Your Excellency for the conclusion 
of the treaty are very reasonable because they are very necessary for the 
security of Nicaragua and could not be abandoned by her representatives; 
but which Your Excellency believed he must not accept. 

The departure of Your Excellency is so much the more regrettable as your 
residence In this country has resulted in much good. Your arrival occurred 
at a time which was very unfavorable to carrying on political negotiations; 
a time when the nation was much agitated by news received from time to 
time to the effect that the country would be invaded by compatriots of Your 
Excellency. Despite these obstacles. Your Excellency succeeded in main¬ 
taining friendly relations with the Government and with the people, dimin¬ 
ishing those prejudices, explaining the just intentions of your Government, 
and smoothing as far as you have been able to do so the road to a perfect 
harmony between the two republics. In all these ways Your Excellency 
has gained the confidence and the affections of the nation, so that you may 
be assured that in leaving, you carry with you the sincere desire of all for 
your happiness and welfare. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 
to the Secretary of State, No. 43, March 20, 1859, below, this part, doc. 1494. 

2 Evidently refers to Lamar’s note of March 10, 1859, above, this part, doc. 1487, which 
probably reached him on the i ith. 
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Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua - 

No. 6 Managua, Nica.ragua, March 12, iSsg. 

Sir : I acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s [note?] of this date = in 
answer to mine of the insi,® and beg leave to say in reply that althouch 
the difficulties we had met with in the course of our negociations to conclude 
a Treaty had forced me to give up every hope of accomplishing that desireable 
end the sentiments expressed in said note of Y. E. and still more the favorable 
disposition Y. E. has evinced upon the subject in our last interview have 
revived the hope that we may yet be able to accomplish what we have hitherto 
failed to do, I am therefore disposed to give to your government a further 
proof of my ardent desires to lay the foundation of a lasting friendship 
between our countries, by manifesting to Y. E. my readiness to renew our 
negociations to conclude a Treaty— As we are both animated by the 
same motives and equally impressed with the importance of the measure, 
I cannot but indulge the hope of final agreement. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1491 

Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 

Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica * 

[translation] 

Managua, Nicaragua, March 12 , iSsg . 

Sir : As we are fortunately in agreement as to the substance of the articles 
which hindered the conclusion suh spe rati on the part of Your Excellency, of 
the treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation with the United 
States concerning which Your Excellency had offered to confer, and over the 
result of which I rejoice with you, [and] recognizing the nobility of your 
earnest desire for an understanding, I believe that the two high contracting 
parties, to which the ratification will be submitted will find a new* treaty, 
unconnected with such disagreeable antecedents more satisfactory' than 
reference to them in any manner. Such is my opinion and the course which 
I would respectfully suggest as the most adequate, although I am willing to 
adopt any other, if this should not be agreeable to \our Excellency. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed uith Lamar 
to the Secretary of State, No. 43, March 20, 1859, below, this part, doc. I 494 * 





Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Miraheau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica *• 

[translation] 

Managua, Nicaragua, March 13, 185Q. 

Sir: Being substantially in agreement, as we are, with the terms of the 
Treaty between the United States and Nicaragua, I consider it advisable 
respectfully to suggest to Your Excellency that we draw it up as a new one, 
similar to the Cass-Irisarri (treaty), with the modifications and addition 
agreed upon. 

Very respectfully. 

1493 

Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Miraheau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 9 Managua, Nicaragua, March ig, i8sg. 

Sir: I take satisfaction in advising Your Excellency of the prompt ratifi¬ 
cation to-day,^ by the Chamber and the Executive Power, of the Treaty of 
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation concluded with Your Excellency, in 
the hope that it will be ratified by Your Government. 

I share with Your Excellency the glory of having succeeded in terminating 
the difficulties which had prevented this agreement, and of having thus 
prepared the best understanding between our governments and republics. 
On this occasion, I have the honor [etc.]. 


1494 

Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 43 Managua, Nicaragua, March 20, i8sg. 

Sir: Herewith I transmit a Treaty which I have celebrated with this 
Government It is a transcript of the Cass-Irisarri Treaty,® embodying the 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 
to the Secretary of State, No. 43, March 20, 1859, below, this part, doc. 1494. 2 

2 A translation of the decree of this date repeating the ratification also on the same date 

bv the Senate anri T-Tmice nf Renr^coTii-Q+iirae! .-.f __ 


modifications which this Govmt had proposed, and which our Govmt had 
rejected. My motive for making such a Treaty was this— Finding that 
Sir W“ Gore Ouseley had adopted these very modifications in his Treaty, I 
concluded that our Govmt might possibly, on reconsideration, be willing to 
accept the same also. It was impossible to treat with this Govmt on any 
other terms. I had to accept these modifications or have no Treaty—; and 
I preferred the first of the alternative— If there was any advantages in the 
British Treaty I was desirous of securing the benefits of the same to the 
United States— If otherwise the Treaty imposed no obligation on our 
Govmt— It can be rejected or accepted according to circumstances— 
Having adopted the Cass Irizarri Treaty litterally, I was disposed to retain 
its title and to have added the modifications in a supplementary convention. 
But as the time for ratifying said Treaty had expired it was deemed advisable 
for this reason and other considerations to make an Original Treaty ^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

^ The omitted portion lists the enclosures with the despatch, nearly all of which are in¬ 
cluded above, bearing the dates March 8 to March 19, 1859. Among them, though not 
commented upon in the despatch, was the following decree ratifying an additional article 
to the treaty between Nicaragua and Great Britain: 

No. 9 Managu.\, March 23,1859. 

The President of the Republic to his people, 

ENOW ye: 

That the Congress has issued the following order: 

The Senate and Chamber of Deputies of the Republic of Nicaragua, 

DECREE: 

Art. I. The ratification in all its parts of the additional article drawn up by the re¬ 
spective Ministers Plenipotentiary of this Government and Her Britannic Majesty- 
in the city of Leon on the 17th of the current month and year, as an integral part of the 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation, concluded by the same in the said 
city on the i8th of January of the current year, which additional article is of the fol¬ 
lowing tenor: 

Additional Article: 

By the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation between Her Britannic 
Majesty and the Republic of Nicaragua which the undersigned Ministers have signed, 
it is not intended to alter in any respect nor cede on the part of Nicaragua the rights 
of sovereignty which it maintains over the territory occupied by the Mosquitos on the 
coast of the Atlantic Ocean, but the question as to this territory pending w'ith Her 
Britannic Majesty shall be adjusted by a special convention already initiated between 
the two high contracting parties. The present article shall be considered as an essential 
part of the said treaty, si^ed on the i8th of January of this year. In faith whereof 
the respective plenipotentiaries have signed it and afifixed thereto their respective seals. 
Done at Leon on the 17th of February, 1859. 

(signed) pedro zeledox. 
(signed) w. G. ouseley. 

Article 2. Accordingly the article inserted above shall be considered as a law- of the 
Republic as soon as the exchange of the respective ratifications thereof have taken 
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1495 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 45 Managua, Nicaragua, March 20, 1859. 

Sir: Herewith I have the honor to transmit a letter (marked A) 2 from the 
Hon. Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Relations in answer to the Protest 
of Mr. L. Schlessinger, Agent of the Am^ Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal 
Company, forwarded to your department with despatch N° 42.® . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1496 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 47 Point y Caco [Ponta y Caca?], March 31,1859. 

Sir: Costa Rica has ratified the Belly Contract some time since— Belly 
himself has just arrived at San Juan del Norte with a retinue of some forty 
persons;— There is no doubt that this Republic will follow the example of 
Costa Rica and ratify his contract also; but probably with some modifica- 
tions— Belly has not waited for the action of this Government; but seems 
to take it for granted that his contract will be ratified without hesitancy; 
And has accordingly invited the two Presidents of the Republics to attend 
the celebration of the opening of his work, as if the recognition by Nicaragua 
was already consumated, or at most a mere act of formality— 

It was my intention to have proceeded in the present Steamer to Costa 
Rica; and with this view, I took leave of the Government of Nicaragua; two 
considerations, however, have restrained my departure—; the one is that I 
have not yet received the despatches by the last Steamer—I cannot leave 
until I obtain them—^And the other is that it is my desire to ascertain what 
are the designs of Mr. Belly, and how far this Government may be disposed 

To the Executive Power, Hall of the Chamber of Deputies, Managua, February 21, 
1859—Pablo Chamorro, D. S. Therefore, let it be executed. National Palace in 
Managua, February 23, 1859—Tomas Martinez. 

To Dr. Don Rosalio Cortez, Secretary of State in the Department of the Interior 
and of War, and temporarily in that of Foreign Relations. 


ROSALIO CORTEZ. 




Columbus and have no time to add more— 1 have much to say to our 
Government about this country when I return to Washington— I can 
explain more in one hour’s conversation that I can write in a volume— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1497 

Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 49 Realejo, Nicaragua, April 25, iSsp. 

Sir; I have the honor to inform your Department that I received from the 
special bearer of despatches Mr. Ran Runnels on the 21®.^ inst the communica¬ 
tions Nos. 21.-22.-23 S’lid 24, together with a Duplicate of Despatch N? 20.“ 

I shall proceed immediately to carry out your Instructions, and demand 
my Passport from this Government; but I will not be able to take my de¬ 
parture by the present Steamer. I shall leave for Washington on the first of 
June; and on my arrival there will give my Government all the information 
in my possession in relation to the affairs of this country.— 

In celebrating the Lamar-Zeledon Treaty, I had some misgivings about the 
propriety of the measure. Still under all the circumstances I deemed it best 
to enter into it, for reasons assigned in my Despatch 43.® Those reasons, 
however have lost much of their force since the perusal of Despatch N^ 20— 
which by the way was not received until seventeen days after the celebration 
of said Treaty. The motives for excluding from any convention with this 
Government, certain offensive conditions contained in the Lamar-Zeledon 
Treaty, are so lucidly and forcibly set forth, in that document as to excite 
my fears that I may have fallen into serious error. Nevertheless as all was 
aimed for the best; and no evil can arise out of the affair, I shall dismiss [it?] 
as one of no importance.— If said Treaty has in anywise compromised the 
dignity of my country; that dignity is fully asserted and sustained in the 
document alluded to (N° 20). and still more emphatically vindicated in 
Despatch N“ 22, dated April 1st, 1859.— 

I rejoice exceedingly at the course our Government is taking in relation to 
this country. It is the only true one. I have long felt the uselessness of a 
Minister in this country; and the impossibility of establishing any harmoni¬ 
ous relations with it. I have not encountered in this country anything in 
relation to ours, but one continual stream of abuse of it from the press, and 
the deepest hypocracy, secrecy and deception on the part of the public 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4. Received May 27. 

* For No. 20 dated March 4, No. 22 dated April i, and No. 24 dated April 4, 1859, see above, 

• 1 . _ 1 ^ _ _ 3 'T'l. ^ _ j ___.i. ?_ 
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authorities. The whole policy of this country seems to be to involve the 
United [States] in a War with the European Powers. They are evidently 
expecting it, and preparing for it; and that they are encouraged to this by 
the secret emisaries of those Powers I confidently believe. My own 
conviction is that the time is near at hand when the United States will have 
to make a practical assertion of the Monroe Doctrine, or abandon this 
country to European domination. I have always regarded the Central 
American question, as a fighting question; and if I mistake not, I expressed 
this opinion to the President before my departure from Washington;—an 
opinion which has been strengthened and confirmed more and more by every 
day’s experience since I have been in this country.— 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1498 

Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 50 Chinandega, Nicaragua, April 28, 1859. 

Sir: The Mosquito question remains still unsettled. The convention 
submitted by Sir Wm. Gore Ouseley, has been peremptorily rejected by this 
Government. Nicaragua then proposed the terms and conditions on which 
she was willing to Treat. Sir William replied that his instructions would not 
allow him to vary his original proposition. Thus matters stand for the 
present. 

The Canal Contract of M. Belly has been confirmed by Congress and 
ratified by the President with modifications. The enclosed News-paper will 
give all the information I have on the subject.— 

President Martinez has gone to Rivas, to meet M. Belly and President 
Mora, for the purpose of celebrating the consumation of the Convention 
which they formed in that place on the 1st of May 1858.— 

The sole and only object of the Belly Contract, so far as Nicaragua and 
Costa-Rica are concerned, is to plant a French colony in this country under 
the protection of Louis Napoleon; and in this way get possession of the San 
Juan River, and hold it against any American Company that may attempt 
to open the Istmus route. I think this may be fully relied on. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 6 Managua, Nicaragua, May 5, iSsg. 

Sir; Enclosed is a copy of a Despatch No, 22 dated April ist 1859, from 
my Government,^ by which Your Excellency will perceive that I am in¬ 
structed under certain contingences to communicate the same to this Govern¬ 
ment and demand my Passport, and return home.— In obedience to these 
instructions I have to ask Your Excellency the Passport desired. The 
Document transmitted explains itself so fully and clearly as to supersede the 
necessity of any observations on my part, 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


Memorandum of a conversation held with His Excellency Pedro Zeledon, 
Minister of Foreign Relations, on the 5 '* of May, i8sg, after having applied 
to him for my Passport — 

The conversation commenced by my remarking that Nicaragua committed 
a great error in regarding the United States as an enemy, when my Govmt 
had given such unequivocal proofs of its friendship by protecting it against 
the Fillibusters— Mr. Zeledon replied that when Comodore Paulding re¬ 
moved the Filibusters from San Juan del Norte, there was a general enthusi¬ 
asm in favor of the United States; but when it was seen with what vehemence 
that act was denounced in Congress and by the public Press, and how he 
(Com, Paulding) was forced to leave his command on account of his course, 
the feeling of disconfidence and insecurity naturally revived among the 
Nicaraguenses. I made no direct reply to this— We were seperated for a 
few minutes— The conversation being resumed,—I remarked to the 
Minister that it had been my constant endeavor to impress upon this coun¬ 
try the importance of preserving good relations with the United States—and 
yet in despite of every consideration, I said, it had evidently been the con¬ 
stant policy of this Government to involve the United States in a war with 
England and France,—a fatal policy for Nicaragua; for let the contest 
terminate as it might, she would in any event be the victim. He assented to 
the evil consequences which would result to this country from such a war; 
but did not admit that the settled policy of his Govmt had been to bring it 
on— I told him that every thing plainly manifested that the design of the 
Govmt was to introduce an European population into the country in 
hostility to the Americans; and thus elicit the interference of foreign powers 
—a design, I said which had never been lost sight of since the Convention of 

1 Despatches. Nicaraerua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4. enclosed with Lamar to 



Rivas on the first of May 1858—^ I stated that the ratification of the 
Belly Contract—after the impracticability of opening the proposed Canal 
was universally admitted—could not be regarded in any other light than as 
the carrying out of the principles of the Rivas Convention, and as a measure 
of hostility to the United States— I told him I so regarded it myself, and 
thought my Govmt would view it in the same light. Not offering any reply 
to my observation, I continued, saying—that it had been my policy on all 


proper occasions to admonish this Nation of the danger of relying upon 
European interposition in its affairs, for the United States would never per¬ 
mit European powers to establish dominion in this country and rear up 
within its limits a bulwark against their own security and peace. In evi¬ 
dence of the state of feeling towards my country, I adverted to the fact, that 
as soon as the Lamar-Zeledon treaty had been concluded, the editor of the 
National of Leon, Ex Minister Juarez, published that the North Americans 
after threatening and bullying a great deal, had at last come into the terms of 
this Govmt as quietly as lambs— I cannot quote the words; but the idea 
is to the same effect; and I think as strongly expressed as I have done it— 
Mr. Zeledon replied that el Senor Juarez was frequently injudicious— I 

answered that he wrote under pay of the Govmt— r a 

^ MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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Pedro Zeledon.^ Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

No. 7 Managua, Nicaragua, May g, iS^g. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your estimable despatch 
of the 5*.^,® inclosing copy of one, N- 22, dated the i®.* of April of the present 
year ^ and addressed to your Excellency by General Lewis Cass, Minister of 
Foreign Relations of the Government of the United States, by which Your 
Excellency is instructed, under certain circumstances, to ask for your pass¬ 
ports and return to your country; in obedience to which you apply for such 
passports, abstaining from any observations in view of the amply explicit 
character of that document. 

When my government was most confident, as to its relations with the 
United States, under the hope of the ratification of the treaty, which had 
been lately concluded with Your Excellency and under the faith in the 
satisfactory and honorable reciprocal demonstrations, which passed between 
it and yourself on the occasion of your two leave-takings, when you an- 



lorxn oi a.DS0iic6, was unusual, my government flattered itself with the well- 
ground6d hop6 that it was your intention to report to your government, in a 
manner, favorable to Nicaragua; this disagreable determination has caused 
it a painful surprise, and still more so that it rests on the absence of full and 
explicit information on the part of Your Excellency. Still, my government 
yet hopes that such information as you may have lately given, in keeping 
with your satisfactory demonstrations, and that such as you may give on 
your arrival in the United States, will improve the impressions as to the dis¬ 
position of Nicaragua in favor of the United States, or at least justify the 
conduct of its Authorities in connection with Your Excellency’s mission. 

The first deliberation of the Constituent Assembly of this Republic, under 
date of the 25^.'^ of March, on the Cass-Yrisarri treaty was constitutionally 
returned with the veto and observations, consonant with the state of public 
opinion at that date, and said Assembly holding the observ’ations to be just, 
deemed it proper to amend the treaty and add to it, on the 281^ of June. It 
was presented with those amendments and additions to the government of 
the United States by General Maximo Jerez our Minister Plenipotentiary, 
The latter, through his Secretary, Don Geronimo Perez, informed the gov¬ 
ernment that part of them was accepted and part rejected by that govern¬ 
ment. The chambers were called together on urgent business and the matter 
was referred to them. Yet they were embarrassed; because, in treaty mat¬ 
ters, their action was confined to ratification; now no new article, agreed 
upon by the contracting parties, was presented for their action. Neither 
could the government apply a second veto, nor present such articles, because 
Your Excellency unvaryingly stated that you had no power to treat, or to 
make any alterations in the Cass-Yrisarri treaty, which impression has been 
confirmed by all your subsequent acts, until the treaty lately concluded, 
sub spe rati on your part. In the meanwhile, the period fixed on for the 
ratification (of the former?) had expired since the of August. 

When the Chambers had again met, the Minister of H. B. M., \V“ Gore 
Ousley has presented himself in this Republic, proposing a treaty similar to 
the Cass-Yrisarri’s, and the government, in its ever instant intent of securing 
garanties for the neutrality and protection of the communication routes, 
between the two oceans, that may be established in the Republic, according 
to the intents of the United States, well expressed in article 15^’: of that 
treaty, by which they agree to exert their influence with other nations to 
induce them to come into like garanties, washing, on the other hand, to secure 
for the Republic the advantages held out by the friendship of the p-eat 
Powers, went into a treaty with M • Ouseley, in which, as in the Cass-\ risarri 
treaty, it introduced those amendments and additions, in keeping with those, 
which anoear in the American treaty. 



In the course of this Convention, Ouseley proposed one m relation to 
the territory known as Mosquitia, on grounds relative to those of the Dallas- 
Clarendon treaty ^ and again submitted to the authorities of this Republic 
and rejected by them. In this connection, the Government consulted the 
Senate, and in pursuance of its decision, it proposed other and additional 
changes in harmony with the dignity and the interest of the Republic; and as 
the question of ratifying the principal treaty had come up, the rights of the 
Republic were reserved by an additional article, in the still pending question. 

It has been far from the intention of the Authorities of this Republic to 
postpone the treaty with the United States, which it might have desired to 
conclude before this time, and which, if not concluded, was so on account of 
amendments which they have considered expedient for their own safety and 
to which the government of the United States has not consented; and as they 
have lately concluded a new treaty with Your Excellency on those grounds, 
they would have been glad to conclude it before, had Your Excellency deemed 
it proper to lend yourself to it, at an earlier period. 

Neither have they intended to grant more to H. B. Majesty than to the 
United States; but on the contrary they offered to Your Excellency the 
negotiation of a treaty, similar to the Ouseley treaty, or one in the terms of 
the Yrisarri treaty, which Your Excellency selected, making use of both of 
them to the best advantage; as also the tender of an agreement to the 
amendments and the additions of both, or the framing of a new one, which 
latter Your Excellency preferred. 

In so much as touches the addition to an article of the Ouseley treaty, in 
which he binds his government to prevent the organization of fillibustering 
expeditions within its territories, even under pretence of assistance to any 
party in Nicaragua; Your Excellency cannot deny that it is the duty of 
governments to do all in their power to shield their people, and that Nicara¬ 
gua can never do too much to ward off the scourge from hers. Against this 
addition, Your Excellency evinced the greatest earnestness; and in the 
treaty, which we concluded, the terms of it were softened down. 

If the Mosquitia convention have not hitherto been closed; it is not be¬ 
cause Nicaragua declines or neglects the restoration of this precious portion 
of her territory; but far from this, & on the contrary, because, even under the 
proposed terms of the Clarendon-Dallas treaty, the dignity and the interests 
of the Republic are not deemed to be sufficiently provided for. 

To this was added a new incident, which tended to prejudice still more 
the government of the United States against Nicaragua; and that was the 
order issued by the government in the beginning of March directing the 
mooring, under the guns of Fort San Carlos, of the small steamers of the 


engaged in no transit service, because they never had connecting vessels on 
the Pacific side and consequently no passengers to convey. The reason of 
this order grew out of a general alarm which existed and which, in part. Your 
Excellency witnessed, from the fact that an unknown vessel, which was 
cruising along the Southern coast, would be anchoring in places not declared 
open by law; and that it even made a harmless landing, though one not noti¬ 
fied, which led to the precautionary measure to prevent their being attacked 
and employed against the Republic, by some fillibustering expedition per¬ 
chance. In carrying out the order, the persons, who had charge of them, 
disagreed among themselves and abandoned their charge; one of the vessels 
being detained until an inventory of its properties could be made. One of 
the vessels grounded on the bank of the river; but it was saved by the im¬ 
mediate exertions of the government. M- Lewis Schlessinger, who was at 
that time passing in the vicinity, with the evil spirit which he bears towards 
the country, wrote an exaggerated statement of the facts to Your Excellency 
and continued to do the same in the United States. This statement. Your 
Exc? communicated to me and I immediately satisfied you, in the premises, 
through my narrative of the facts, under date of March 24^h together with 
the statement of the reasons for the order and the order for the surrender of 
the vessels, so soon as it could take place, and also of the salvage of the 
steamer, that had gone ashore. And if the vessels were not actually de¬ 
livered up, it was because there was no one to receive them and defray the 
government for keeping them safe. 

The unknown vessel, which was cruising along the Pacific coast, proved to 
be the United States' sloop of war Decatur, which finally arrived at San Juan 
and gave information to the Commandant and he to the government; and 
the alarm was swelled by that, coming from every point of the coast, which 
did not and could not know it (the charater of the vessel?). The government 
was compelled to meet the public requirements, calling the people to arms 
at a cost of three or four thousand dollars, incurred in just so many days. 

After all that has been stated and of which Your Excellency is fully con¬ 
scious; after having exhausted our best efforts and deferences up to the sign¬ 
ing of the treaty, which we have concluded, sub spe rati on your part, with the 
object of keeping up the best understanding with the government of the 
United States and with Your Excellency, we cannot withhold from Your 
Excellency the passport, which you request, should you still consider it your 
duty to insist on its delivery. We trust in your fairness for that better 
information to your government, which will convince it that the government 
of Nicaragua is acting on the line of its rights, with the greatest good faith 
and consideration in respect to the United States. 


Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 8 Managua, Nicaragua, May lo, iS^g. 

Sir; I have received Your Excellency’s communication of the 9th inst,^ in 
reply to my application for my Passport, and will lay the same before my 
Government. No reply being necessary on my part, I beg leave to renew my 
demand for my Passport. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1502 

Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ® 

No. 9 Managua, Nicaragua, May 12, i8sq. 

Sir: In answer to your estimable note, dated the day before yesterday,^ 
I have the honor of transmitting to you the passport, which you are pleased 
to request at my hands, through said note; and of tendering [etc.]. 


1503 

Antonio Jose de Irisarri, Guatemalan, Salvadoran, and Nicaraguan Minister 
to the United States, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

Private and confidential. Brooklyn, New York, May 15, 18^9. 

Dear Sir: I have read in the New York papers a notice to the effect that 
the Ousely Treaty had been rejected by England, because its articles are not 
in conformity with what the British government agreed on with that of the 
United States in relation to the Centra! American questions and moreover 
because it is not framed in keeping with the transit question. Deeming it to 
be of the greatest importance that whatever is reliable in the premises 
should be communicated to the governments of Guatemala and of Salvador, 
I take the liberU' of begging you to be pleased to inform me, if possible, of 
any knowledge which your government may have in relation to this decision 
of the British Cabinet. 

I improve this opportunity again [etc.]. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 
to the Secretar>- of State, No. 52, which is not included in this publication, since it is merely 
a list of enclosures. * Above, this part, doc. 1500. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 



Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to William Gore Ouseley, Special British Representative to Central America'^ 

No. 10 Realejo, Nicaragua, May 20, 185g. 

Sir: I have received from my Government, a Despatch No. 22, dated 
Washington i®* May 1859,^ with instructions to transmit a copy of the same 
to Your Excellency, which I have the honor herewith to do. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 


1505 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Nazario Toledo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica 

No. II Realejo, Nicaragua, May 20, iS^g. 

Sir: I am instructed by my Government, to inform the Government of 
Costa-Rica, that in consequence of the course pursued by Nicaragua, my 
Mission has been terminated, and that I am instructed to return to the United 
States. In communicating this information, I am further instructed to say, 
that any communication which the Government of Costa Rica may desire 
to make to the Government of the United States, will be received through the 
Costa-Rica Minister at Washington. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1506 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 51 Realejo, Nicaragua, May 2g, 1859. 

Sir: In my Despatch N° 50. dated Chinandega 28 April 1859 ® I informed 
the Department, that “the Mosquito question remained unsettled.”— I 
have to repeat the same thing.— The question is still unsettled. In spite 
of all my endeavors to ascertain the points of difference between Sir William 
Gore Ouseley and this Government, I have not been able to obtain any 
definite and satisfactory information upon the subject. The Minister of 

^Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 
to the Secretary of State, No. 52, which is not included in this publication, since it is merely a 
list of enclosures. 

^The Department’s No. 22 was not dated May i, but April i, 1859. See above, this 
volume, pt. I, doc. 1113. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar to 
the Secretary of State, No. 52, which is not included in this publication, since it is merely a 
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Foreign Relations—Mr. Pedro Zeleclon—jiromised lo furnish nu‘ witli a c-opy 
of his letter to the British Minister rejecting the British propositions and 
setting forth the terms and conditions f)n which Nicaragua was willing to 
treat; but from some cause—probably the press of business he failed to 
comply with his promise, although repeatetlly remiiuh'd of it. In ('on- 
versation with said Minister, he stated to me that (lr(\'it-Britain was not 
disposed to concede to Nicaragua more than a mere fioniitinl jiin'st/irlion; 
but what he meant by nominal jurisdiction he did not explain. ,1 h' entered 
into no particulars. I was, however, informed afterward, through an 
unofficial source that Sir William Gore Ouseley’s proposition was to tlu* 
effect that Great Britain would surrender the I’rott'clorate, and n'cognise 
said Territory as a part of Nicaragua, provided the IVloscpiito Indians should 
be allowed to retain possession of the soil in fee, and make tludr own local 
laws, ddiis would be virtually constituting them an Independent, nation. 
It would be the establi.shraent of a government within a Gov<*rnnu“nt. 1 
was informed by Doctor Dawson—a very reliable American ('iti/.cn n'siding 
in Chinandega—that Mr. Zeledon communicated to him, that Sir William 
had proposed that the Nicaraguan Gongress should i)ass a Di'cree n'cognlsing 
the pretentions of Great Britain to said Mosciulto territory; and this behig 
done, the British Government would reston? the same back again lo Ni(”“ 
aragua. The motive assigned by M. Zeledon for this ('xlraordiuary proposi¬ 
tion was that Great Britain wa.s anxious to escape from llu' responsibility of 
having favored the sale of extensive tracts of land in said territory. 'That 
the Mosquito Indians have made grants of land to British Subjects und(‘r 
the sanction of British Agents, is generally unclerstofxl; and it is rnoi'e than 
probable that this now constitutes one of the diniculties in th(' adjustnumt of 
this troublesome question. The course of the British Minister in this allair 
has been something singular. If the principal object of his mi.ssion as 1 
now understand it to be—was to make a surreiuhn- of the l'rotcclorat(‘, it is 
strange that he did not proceed at once to the work. 'This was th(‘ natural 
and rational course of business; and I am told it was tlu^ course originally 
desired by Nicaragua. Instead of doing this, however, the Minister insisted 
upon postponing any action upon that question, until he should first C(‘lebrate 
with this Government a General Treaty of .Peace, hViendship, Goninierce 
and Navigation. Nicaragua, as a matter of course succ.iimbi;d to his wishes. 
Dependent—^as she had been taught to suiiposc liersi'lf upon British 
protection she celebrated the Ouselev-Zeledon Treaty without tlu* sliLditest. 



In this expectation she seems to have been disappointed. As soon as the 
General Treaty was concluded and the British Minister felt himself pretty 
secure in the confidence of this nation, he presented his Mosquito Conven¬ 
tion. The terms and conditions were of a nature which Nicaragua could 
not accept. They were promptly and peremtorily rejected; and Nicaragua 
presented her own basis of an adjustment. Sir William replied that his 
instructions would not allow him to vary his propositions; that he had 
presented his ultimatum; and if Nicaragua did not chose to accept it, his 
Government would not ratify the Ouseley-Zcledon Treaty; and of conse¬ 
quence the Protectorate would have to remain as it is. Thus stand matters 
for the present. Mr. Zelcdon assures me that this Government will not 
1‘ececle from its position; and expresses the oi^inion that Nicaragua—in spite 
of all the unpleasant past—will finally have to look to the United States for 
protection. The motive of the British Minister in insisting upon making a 
General Treaty before coming to some understanding with this Government 
upon the Mosquito question, I can scarcely conjecture, unless it was to gain 
time to flatter these people into the acceptance of the propositions which he 
held in reserve. My own opinion is that Sir William relied too much, for the 
success of his objects and purposes, whatever they might be, upon the known 
hostility of this CTOvernment to the American people. I think it not at all 
improbable that he flattered himself on his first arrival here, that the pre¬ 
vailing fears of the Filibusters, and the general desire of this nation to secure 
the friendship of Great Britain, would entible him to settle the Mosquito 
question, without difficulty, upon his own terms; but that he attempted in 
any direct manner to operate upon the prejudices and passions of this people 
in aid of his negociations I have no positive proof. All that I can offer upon 
this point is the following circumstance.— When Sir William forwarded his 
ultimatum to this Government from Costa-Rica, he directed a private letter 
at the same time to a man by the name of Manning—a British subject well- 
known in this country for the last thirty years—stating that the Filibusters 
had organized a formidable force, and would come down upon Nicaragua in 
forty days.— Manning—-and the British Consul—soon spread the tidings 
abroad; and did what they could to create a panic. They failed, however; 
and the affair had no effect upon the ultimatum. In conversation with 
President Martinez upon this subject I remarked, that when any favor or 
advantage was sought of Nicaragua the parties seeking the same, seemed to 
believe that nothing was necessary but to cry—“the Filibusters are upon 
you ”—and they were sure to obtain whatever they demanded. This was 
an old stratagem—I told him—which had been too often employed to be 
repeated, as I hoped, with any prospect of success. He smiled, and seemed 



tions of the British Minister upon this question, and also of those upon which 
Nicaragua is willing to treat, would be more acceptable and useful to our 
Government than all my speculations upon the subject; and if it be asked 
why I do not furnish the information?— I have already answered the 
question—I have not been able to obtain it. In the absence of any thing 
definite and positive on the subject I have given the most reliable intelligence 
I could gather; and I think it will be found, not very far from the true state 
of the case.— 

Appended hereto, is the Memorandum of a Conversation held with Mr. 
Zeledon on the day I demanded my Passport—the 5th May 1859.^ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1507 

General Maximo Jerez, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, May 30, iSjq. 

Sir: The undersigned has had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s 
note of the 26*^ instant,® in which you are pleased to communicate to him 
that His Excellency, the President of the United States, under the good de¬ 
sire of seeing a settlement of the difficulties between this Republic and that 
of Nicaragua and of giving to the latter a proof of the friendly sentiments of 
this country, is disposed to submit to the Senate the treaty concluded on the 
16*^ of March last, which has already received the ratification of the Con¬ 
gress of Nicaragua, and of exerting his own favorable action to the end that it 
may be ratified by your senate also, provided the last branch of Article 1 
be stricken out, namely that which stipulates that the United States shall 
employ all legal means and reasonable vigilance for preventing the organiza¬ 
tion of expeditions, hostile to Nicaragua, within the limits of their territory. 

Whilst the Undersigned appreciates, at its full value, the laudable senti¬ 
ments, which animate His Excellency, the President of the United States, it is 
a subject of regret with him that the provision referred to, and to which 
Nicaragua is one of the stipulating parties should have been characterized 
as an offensive one, in the respectable and enlightened judgment of His 
Excellency, the President. Still the Undersigned is gratified to be able to 
give the assurance, and he flatters himself that His Excellency will be im¬ 
pressed by it, that the intentions of the Congress as well as of the government 

^ For his note of this date demanding a passport, see above, this part, doc. 1499. The 



or Nicaragua lar from implying any, the least, unfriendly spirit, have had no 
other scope than that of meeting the sound policy and friendly views which 
this Administration has, on all occasions, exhibited towards the Republic of 
Nicaragua, which, on its part, has, at all times, given unequivocal proofs of 
its sympathies for the United States. 

In another view, the Undersigned flatters himself with the hope that a 
short period will witness the auspicious settlement of the important negotia¬ 
tion pending between the two countries; because, although he has not now, 
nor is it likely that he will have, any instructions on this subject, he feels no 
hesitation in here expressing his private judgment that, the authorities of 
Nicaragua, so soon as they will have been informed of those incidents, will 
take pleasure in removing the obstacle now in the way and achieving the 
great object of securing, by treaties, the friendly relations, which ought al¬ 
ways to exist between the United States and Nicaragua. 

The Undersigned avails himself of this occasion [etc.]. 


1508 

William GoreOuseley, SpecialBritishRepresentativeto Central America, to Mira- 
beau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica^ 

San Jose, Costa Rica, June i, 185g. 

Sir: I had the honour to receive your letter of the 2o‘^ ultimo^ a few days 
ago, inclosing a copy of a despatch from General Cass, (dated of April in 
the copy, but referred to as of the i®*of May in your letter), and® thank you 
for the communication. 

It is to be regretted that I was not made aware earlier of the misapprehen¬ 
sion that existed at Washington on the subject of the Mosquito Convention. 
I neither enjoined nor wished for secrecy on the subject; and the proposed 
Treaty having been in the hands of the Government and before the Congress 
soon after my arrival in Nicaragua, I concluded that you at least were aware 
of the fact—more especially as an additional article proposed by the Nic¬ 
araguan Government in the General Treaty refers to the Mosquito Question 
as being under consideration separately. 

I am sorry that you were not made aware of these facts. 

Regretting not to have had the pleasure of again meeting you before your 
departure for the United States, which, I am informed, is immediate, 

I have the honour [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar 



General Maximo Jerez, Nicaraguan Minister to the United States, to Lewis 
Cass, Secretary of State of the Ufiited States ^ 

[translation] 

New York, June 6, i8sg. 

Sir: The Undersigned has the honor of addressing this note to you to 
inform you that one of the objects of his mission being to enter into arrange¬ 
ments conducive to the opening of the transit through the Nicaraguan isth¬ 
mus; and having this object in view as well as that of putting an end to 
whatsoever questions there might be existing between his government and 
the company called the “Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company”, that he 
has this day concluded a negotiation with said company, final on its part as 
final also on the part of Nicaragua; if it should secure the ratification of the 
authorities of that Republic, which the undersigned will endeavor to procure 
as soon as possible. 

It does not seem to the Undersigned to be foreign to the subject to state 
that, in said arrangement, care has been taken to insert a clause providing 
that, in no event shall any obstacle be thrown in the way of the transit of the 
mails of the United States across the Isthmus of Nicaragua by any individu¬ 
als charged with their transportation. 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


1510 

Salvador Gonzalez, Chief of Section, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, 
to Miraheau B. Lamar, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica - 

[translation] 

San Jose, June 14, i8^q. 

Sir: The undersigned Chief of Section, on account of the illness of the 
INIinister of Foreign Relations, has received an order to answer the kind 
farewell letter of Your Excellency, dated at the Realejo on the 20th of May 
last.* 

\ our Excellency indicates the reason why your Government has seen fit to 
recall you and terminate the mission which it had entrusted to you near the 
Governments of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, at the same time announcing 
that Your Excellency has been instructed to advise that of Costa Rica, as 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received June 9. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua &: Costa Rica (Central America), vol. 4, enclosed with Lamar to 
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you have done, that any communication which it may desire to make to that 
of the United States should be sent through the intermediary of our Minister 
in Washington. 

The Government of the undersigned takes this occasion to state that it 
regrets the causes which have led to the decision of the Government of the 
United States to retire you; but that it hopes that they will be removed by 
the gentlest, most persuasive and reasonable means, as called for on the one 
hand by the interest of both countries and as promised, on the other, by the 
conciliatory and humanitarian sentiment of that which at present governs 
the destinities of the powerful Republic of the North. 

It is also a propitious occasion to advise Your Excellency that the Govern¬ 
ment of this Republic hopes that His Excellency Mr. Lamar will carry to his 
country a pleasant memory of Costa Rica, and that although he is retiring 
from the knowledge and conduct of the affairs which had been entrusted to 
him, he will not for that reason cease to use his influence in all that con¬ 
tributes to strengthen the friendship and good relations between the United 
States and this Republic. 

Please accept [etc.]. 


1511 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. II Guatemala City, July 22, iS^g. 

Sir: In my despatch N° lo,^ I hastily alluded to a proposition on the part 
of several citizens in portions of the U. States, to colonize the free Africans of 
different States of the Union, in parts of the Republic of Guatemala. I have 
now the pleasure of stating, that I am authoritatively assured that this 
proposition, has been rejected, and that no kindred movement can meet 
with favor from this Government: an increase in the population is desired, 
and immigration would be heartily welcomed; but not the description of im¬ 
migration proposed. The Government desire an increase in the white 
population, and would be well disposed towards such as might come with the 
capacity and intention of aiding in the developement of the resources of the 
country. 

I have not been advised, that any change has occurred in the Foreign 
policy of the U. States, as specially in reference to Central American Affairs, 



uay ui rxpiu iclol, iva ju^iiuua vvyis^c, v^iicugv; u riAAciiicci k\jx 

H. B. M. to the Central American Republics, left Guatemala on leave for 
London, and on the day of his departure, concluded a Treaty with this Gov¬ 
ernment of which, the following is a synopsis. The preamble sets forth in 
substance, that the boundaries between H. B. M. settlement and posses¬ 
sions, in the Bay of Honduras, and the Territories of the Republic of Guate¬ 
mala, have not been ascertained and marked out, and that the two powers, 
being anxious to define the boundaries aforesaid, and for other reasons, have 
named their Plenipotentiaries 

Art. Stipulates in substance, that the boundary between this Republic, 
and the British settlement and possessions in the Bay of Honduras, as they 
existed, previous to the 1st January 1850. and have continued to exist up to 
the present time, were and are as follows;— Beginning at the mouth of the 
River Sarstoon in the Bay of Honduras, and thence in the mid-channel 
thereof to Gracias k Dios falls, then turning to the right and continuing by a 
line drawn direct from Gracias k Dios falls to Garbutt’s falls on the River 
Belize, and from Garbutt’s falls due north until it strikes the Mexican fron¬ 
tier : it further provides, that it is agreed upon by the high contracting parties, 
that all the territory to the North and East, of the line of boundary above 
described, belongs to H. B. Majesty, and that all the territory to the south 
and west of the same, belongs to the Republic of Guatemala. 

Art. 2^ Provides for the appointment of commissioners to designate and 
mark out the boundary described in the preceding article, to ascertain the 
Latitude and Longitude of Gracias a Dios falls, & of Garbutt’s falls, and 
cause the line of boundary, between Garbutt’s falls, and the Mexican terri¬ 
tory to be opened and marked out. 

Art. 3^ Contains stipulations in regard to the place, where the above 
named commissioners, are to meet, requires a declaration of impartiality in 
the discharge of their duties, and in what manner an umpire, is to be selected, 
in case of disagreement 

In the close of this article, both parties agree, to hold and consider the 
decision of the two Commissioners conjointly, or the arbitrator or umpire, 
as final and conclusive in future. 

Art. 4*.'^ Directs that the above mentioned commissioners, shall each make 
a report to the two Governments, sealed and signed, by both accompanied by 
Maps &■=. 

Art. 5th Authorizes the commissioners to appoint Surveyors and other 
persons necessary to the business confided to them. 

Art. 6‘.'‘ Establishes the freedom of navigation of both parties, of the mid 
channel of the water line boundary, between the two countries and provides 

that thp TsIpnHci fnnn<^ in rlnA rixr<iro cVioll l-ioinnn- 


ciiorrs ana empioy uieu mccuis to oucain, tae oojecis expressea in tne pre¬ 
amble of the Convention, for establishing the easiest communication be¬ 
tween the most eligible situation on the Atlantic Coast, near the settlement 
of Belize, and the City of Guatemala, either by means of a Cart road, or by 
employing the rivers or both, for the improvement of the commerce, and 
the material prosperity of England and this Republic. 

Art. 8*?^ Refers to the ratification of this Convention 

At the time that this treaty was being discussed, I was confined by indis¬ 
position, and did not understand that such a treaty, was even contemplated, 
until sometime thereafter when I saw a statement in the public prints, to the 
effect, that Guatemala and Great Britain, had agreed upon the boundary 
between the Belize settlement, and the Republic. In an interview with the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, D'' Pedro de Aycinena, which I obtained as soon 
as the condition of my health would permit, I stated to him, that I had 
understood, a treaty defining the boundary between the Republic of Guate¬ 
mala, and the territory known as the Belize settlement, which had long been 
in the occupancy of British subjects for specific purposes, had been agreed 
upon by the two Governments, in reply to which he said, that such was the 
fact, that for a series of years British subjects in Belize, had been extending 
their occupancy greatly beyond the limits of the original grant, that Guate¬ 
mala had long been anxious to have the boundary well established & defined, 
and thus avoid further encroachments, and that though in the treaty agreed 
upon, she had made concession of a large tract of country outside of the 
orig-inal boundary, it had been deemed most wise, in consideration of the 
weakness of Guatemala, and the power of Great Britain, thus to put a stop 
to the perpetual encroachments of English subjects upon Guatemalian soil 
and sovereignty, by an amicable arrangement and adjustment of boundary, 
and that in drafting the Treaty, he had been governed by the Treaty of 
1850. between the U. States and Great Britain, known as the Clayton and 
Bulwer treaty. This interview took place at a breakfast of a Bishop, 
who had just been consecrated, and in deference to the occasion, I allowed 
the conversation to cease at this point. On the ensuing day, I met the 
Secretary at his Office, and expressed a desire to see the Treaty, which he 
showed me. I stated to him, that I had not been enabled in the conversa¬ 
tion that passed between us the day before, to determine by what construc¬ 
tion of the Clayton & Bulwer treaty, he had been influenced, that the British 
Government, had thought proper, to place one construction on that treaty, 
whilst the Government of the United States gave it another, and very 
different construction, which is manifestly the only one, of which the instru¬ 
ment is susceptible. I then explained to him, the difference in the two con- 
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placed in his hands the American Statement of the Central American ques¬ 
tions, prepared by the President when American Minister to England, and 
the British Statement, prepared by Lord Clarendon, for his perusal, by 
which he expressed himself greatly obliged. He stated that the Treaty, 
had been ratified by his Government; but expressed some apprehension that 
the article which provides for the opening a cart road &= would not meet 
with favor in the British Cabinet. The Secretary furnished me with a copy 
of the treaty; but expressed a doubt, as to the propriety of publishing the 
entire instrument whilst negotiations were in their present attitude. I stated 
to him, that I would be content with fonvarding to you a synopsis of the 
Convention, and here the interview closed. 

By a reference to Baily’s map and that attached to the Documents relative 
to Central American affairs, published by direction of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives of the US. 1856, and by comparing the boundary agreed upon, 
in the recent convention, with the boundary’ beginning at the mouth of the 
Siboon River, the territory acquired by the recent treaty, is much larger, 
than that contained under the Spanish Treaties of 1783 and 1786, covering 
a distance of 120 miles, on the Bay of Honduras. 

I feel persuaded that no treaty so palpably violative of the American con¬ 
struction of the Clayton & Bulwer treaty, and of the oft repeated policy of 
the U. States, in reference to Central America, could have been proposed by 
Great Britain, in absence of anj’ different understanding between the two 
Governments, since 1855; but as no information of any such understanding, 
has been communicated to me, I have felt it my duty to forward the foregoing 
without delay.^ . . . 

\\’ith great respect. 


1512 

Mirabeau B. Lamar, Uiiited States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States - 

Washington, August ii, iSfg. 

Sir: I enclose a letter from Sir Wm. Gore Ouseley to me of the 1st of June 
last,2 in answer to one which I addressed to him under date the 20th of May,^ 
accompanied by a copy of the instructions from the Department No. 22 of 
the 1st of April.“ 

I also transmit a communication of the 14th of June last,® addressed to 



Republic announcing the termination of my mission. 

As this is probably the last note I shall address to the Department in my 
official capacity as Foreign Minister, I avail myself of the occasion to express 
my sincere gratitude to the Administration for the honor it conferred upon 
me; and at the same time to offer an apology for the careless, unbusiness¬ 
like manner in which my correspondence has been conducted. I find on 
looking over my Despatches that they are not written with that gravity and 
circumspection, which properly belong to official communications. This 
defect is owing, in part, to the little time allowed for their preparation, 
between the arrival and departure of the Mail Steamer. Hurried, however, 
as I usually was, I might have rendered them a little less exceptionable in 
these respects, had the importance of doing so been present to my mind. 
Solely intent upon the great objects of my mission, and keeping my Govern¬ 
ment apprised of all that was transpiring, I quite forgot the fact, that a 
decent regard to style and propriety of expression was not only due to myself 
and the position I occupied, but still more to [the?] Government I repre¬ 
sented. I hope, however, that these and other deficiencies have been at- 
toned for, in some degree, by my diligence and zeal. 

I have also occasionally animerted [animadverted?] with some harshness 
upon the character and conduct of individuals. It is my desire, in case it 
should become necessary to publish any of my Despatches, that the portions 
alluded to may be omitted—especially as subsequent official and social 
intercourse with some of the gentlemen spoken of has materially changed my 
opinion with regard to them. 

In one of my last conversations with President Martinez I suggested 
that it was probable that my government would not be unwilling to have 
the claims of the Citizens of the United States against the Government of 
Nicaragua, adjusted by a joint Commission; and that on my return to 
Washington, I would recommend this course. The subject is accordingly 
submitted to your consideration. 

Very respectfully [etc.]. . 

1513 

Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, August 30, iS^g. 

Sir: By order of Senor Don Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Relations 
of Nicaragua, I have the honor to communicate to the honorable General 
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Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, that the Congress of 
that Republic, having met in extraordinary session, in order to reconsider 
the Treaty of the i6‘^ of March last, and having before it the communication 
addressed on the 26“^ of May by the honorable Secretary of State to my 
predecessor. General Don Maximo Jerez,^ said Congress with the concur¬ 
rence of the Executive Power, again ratified, on the 25**^ of July last, the 
said Zeledon-Lamar Treaty, omitting at the end of Article XVI, the clause 
objected to by the Government of the United States; and this determination 
obtained the exequatur (order that it should be carried into effect) of the 
Government of Nicaragua on the following day, the 26^*^ of July. 

For want of time, the corresponding text has not been transmitted to me. 
I expect it by the next steamer, with instructions relative thereto; and, 
meanwhile, it affords me satisfaction to avail myself of the opportunity 
[etc,]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. I PuNTA Arenas, September ig, i8sg. 

Sir: From Aspinwall, where I arrived on the 13*^ instant, I reached Punta 
Arenas, this day, en route to San Jose. I shall not attempt to describe the sur¬ 
prize, with which, on my landing at Aspinwall, I learned [of?] the late revolu¬ 
tion in Costa Rica. Of the events, which resulted in an unforeseen change 
in the affairs of that country, you will have been informed long before this 
despatch comes to hand. I found various rumors current, both at Aspinwall 
and Panama, in relation to the matter and proceeding upon those, I cannot, 
at present, come to either a safe or easy, conclusion as to the real causes, 
which induced the overthrow of the late government. Surmises, some of 
them of the most conflicting, and others of the most absurd character, are 
rife on this subject. Among those of the latter stamp is a ridiculous opinion 
here that, an.xious to rid himself of the connection with some of his State 
officers, whose influence he dreaded and which he could not neutralize. Presi¬ 
dent Mora contrived his own expulsion from the Republic, with the intention 
either of returning, or the expectation of being recalled, to it, after a short 
period! So flimsy a supposition scarcely deserves a moment’s consideration. 


the revolutionists, without any participation of President Mora's, the ex¬ 
istence of a pre-arranged plan, which was carried into execution on the 14^.^ 
of August 1859. 

According, however, to my view of things, as I have been able to gather 
from other reports on men’s lips, something more serious in its nature, and 
if even only measurably true, not altogether free from mischief, would seem 
to lie in the fact that the hand, and some say, the means of M^' Joy and M- 
Allpress, influential English gentlemen of San Jos6, are supposed to be 
traceable in the late revolutionary movement. Of this fact President Mora 
himself, it is said, seems to have been fully satisfied; whilst from the words of 
a gentleman of staunchest character, I have the assurance that the exiled 
President stated to him that the subversion of his government was the result 
of British machinations, directed against him because had refused to 
recognize the sovereignty of Great Britain over the Mosquito territory! Such a 
cause, alleged for the change in the administration of Costa Rica, whether 
real in itself, or intended by the ex-President to enlist sympathies on his 
way to the United States, you will be able, better than myself to appreciate. 
Yet it may wear a character of relative importance, if it be true, as con¬ 
fidently asserted, that Sir William Gore Ouseley, who is represented to me as, 
at the time, residing at Cartago, some twelve miles from the capital, hastened 
to it the day after Mora’s expulsion and there recognized the provisional 
government. 

This alacrity on the part of Sir William, connected with a supposition 
that British influence, as is stated imbodied in the person of M- Joy, a 
familiar of Sir William’s, and a brother-in-law of the present President, set 
the revolution in motion, through the moneys, by which the Presidential 
body-guard was bribed, has naturally awakened, in my mind, some doubts 
as to any expression of popular sentiment’s being conveyed through the 
overthrow of the Mora government. 

M- Charles Lennox Wyke, the newly-appointed British Minister to the 
States of Central America, with whom I have traveled from Panama to this 
point, and who, although free in his professions of general good feeling for 
our country, maintained, on the subject of the revolution, a laudable re¬ 
serve, through which I, assuredly, made no effort to break, has, I am credibly 
informed, qualified the recognition of the Provisional government by Sir 
William as an act of an “outrageous character.” What degree of sincerity 
can fairly attach to M- Wyke’s opinion of Sir William’s conduct, I, of course, 
have no means of ascertaining. In the transition-state in which the political 
affairs of Costa Rica will will be most likely to be found, when I will have 
reached my post at San Jose; I shall consider it my duty maturely to delib- 
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into exile, and of an attempt, in connection with him, to arrest Don Crisante 
Medina, a banker of this place,—a naturalized American citizen, it would 
seem, who took refuge in our Consul’s house in the capital, I hear of no 
outrage, even of the slightest kind, committed by the actors in this coup 
d'Etat. In all other respects, I shall wait for further, and, I trust, better, 
information, until I reach San Jos 4 . 

Aware of the President’s anxiety for active operations on the Nicaragua 
transit-route, I have spared no inquiry that might enable me to report 
satisfactorily on the subject. I regret to say that the result of those in¬ 
quiries is not of the most encouraging kind. The chances of travel brought 
me in contact with a M*" Noguera, a highly intelligent Spanish gentleman, 
quite recently returned from Nicaragua, where he has large interests in 
planting and stock. From him I learn, among other things, that, inde¬ 
pendently of the ruined condition of the bridges, of which the Department 
has long been apprized, and of the apparent want of means for inland naviga¬ 
tion, the rapid filling up of the port at Greytown leaves, for the present, but 
a slight hope for the opening of the route. He further informs me that, in 
view of this alarming fact, the people of Greytown held a public meeting to 
devise means for removing the obstructions of the sand-bars in the port. 
They voted a sum of twenty thousand dollars for the purpose, which they 
agreed to pay to Ml Scott. But the appropriation of this money was fol¬ 
lowed by no substantial benefit. Mi Scott—formerly the agent of the old 
Transit Company, offered, for the amount above-mentioned, to dredge the 
port to a depth of twenty feet of water; but, as he would not bind himself 
to keep it up in that condition, the efforts have been abandoned. 

I have met here with Prince de Polignac, one of M^" Belly’s partners, or 
associates, in the Nicaragua transit-contract. lie was on his way to Realejo 
—thence to the seat of government. With him, I had a long conversation, 
from which I attempted to derive some positive information as to Belly's 
prospects and means for putting the service on the route. I do not think 
that there was any disposition on his part, to lead me astray on the question. 
Pie spoke admiringly of M- Belly’s great capacities; but, at the same time, 
I could not but suspect a lurking sense of disappointment, if not of spite, at 
the ridiculous position, in which his principal stands, in relation to his transit- 
matters, It astonished me, not a little, to learn from him that, though the 
Martinez government, on the ground of competition, assigned to him and to 
M- de Gammont, the privileged contract on the 15*.'' of June last, neither 
Belly nor Gammont was then in Nicaragua; but that, on the contrary, both 
of them had previously sailed to avail themselves of the British steamer of 


grant of privilege. This proof of the juggling of the Martinez government, 
in connection with the "free” transit-route opened to competition, was 
scarcely needed to confirm my opinions of its total want of good faith and 
of its unfriendly disposition towards American interests. However this 
may be, I thought myself justified in inferring, from even the guarded tenor 
of Prince de Polignac’s remarks, that he considers the prospect to be by no 
means brilliant. 

On the night previous to my departure from New York, I had an inter¬ 
view with C. Vanderbilt, during the course of which, and through the 
devious turns which he gave to his conversation, it seemed to me that I 
could detect a want of readiness to put service on the route, in the event of 
M.'^ Johnson’s failing to carry out his contract with the Post Office Depart¬ 
ment. He alluded vaguely to the insufficiency of the mere contract—pay, 
without revenue from transit—passengers and freight, as an appliance to 
keep up the route. He endeavored to procure from me something like an 
expression of assurance that, in case he landed passengers, for conveyance 
across the transit-route, the government would protect him and enforce the 
transportation of passengers, together with the transportation of the mail. 
As I had no intention of intimating what the government might or might not, 
do, I answered him as vaguely as he had inquired, that I apprehended that 
both the extent of his rights and the obligations of the government, would be 
defined by the terms of his contract, should he make one with the Department. 

On the next day, within a couple of hours of my sailing, he read to me a 
letter, addressed to General Maximo Jerez, in relation to future operations 
on the route. The letter went on to state that being informed that the 
Nicaraguan government is willing to make arrangements with any parties 
for the privilege of conveying passengers, freight and mails, between the 
ports of San Juan del Sur and San Juan del Norte, he proposes to establish 
such a line and to pay to the government of Nicaragua one dollar per head 
for all passengers, over twelve years of age, conveyed across the transit; 
provided that the government of Nicaragua should give him the right to 
make a Rail-Road from Virgin Bay to San Juan del Sur, as well as at such 
points on the river San Juan as may be deemed necessary for the accomplish¬ 
ment of the ends in view. He next proceeds to say that he does not con¬ 
sider this as an exclusive grant, as he is certain that there are no parties, in 
the United States, that will open the line successfully except himself; and 
he, therefore, makes a formal proposition to that effect, through General 
Jerez, to the Nicaraguan government. This letter, accompanied by one of 
mine to the General, I have just transmitted by the steamer "Guatemala”. 
Should an answer be received from Leon, I shall duly inform the Department 
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I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, September 26, i8sg. 

Sir: I have received a simple copy of the treaty of the 16^*^ of March last 
with the ratification of Nicaragua, as it appears in the Decree of which I 
annex a copy and, in compliance with the instructions of the Minister of 

^ Notes from Central America, vol. 3. Received September 26. 

* The following is the text of the enclosure with this note: 

[translation] 

The President of the Republic to its inhabitants: 

KNOW ye: 

That the Congress has ordained as follows: 

The Senate and Chamber of Deputies of the Republic of Nicaragua, 

Having newly considered the Treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, adjusted 
in this city on the of March of the present year, between Senor Don_ Pedro Zeledon, 
Minister authorized for the purpose by the Executive of this Republic, and General 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, Minister Resident of the United States sub sperati on their part: 
In view of the despatch addressed, on the 26^^ of May of this same year, by the Secre¬ 
tary of State of that Confederation, to the Minister of Nicaragua at Washington, in 
which he states that his Government accepts the said Treaty, provided the final clause 
of article 16 is omitted in it: The Government of this Republic having accepted on its 
part and proposed to the Legislative Power this modification, 

decree: 

Article i. The said Treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, consisting of 
22 articles, is ratified in each and all of its parts, with the single omission above specified; 
and the tenor of which treaty is as follows: 

(Here the whole Treaty, whose reproduction In this copy appears to be unnecessary; 
and the Decree continues:) 

Article 2. The final clause Is omitted, which final clause reads literally: 

“The United States bind themselves to use all reasonable vigilance and legal means 
to prevent the formation within its territories of hostile expeditions destined for the 
territories of Nicaragua”. 

Article 3. Whenever the present Treaty shall have obtained a like ratification on the 
part of the United States, and the exchange stipulated for In article 22 shall have taken 
place in the city of Washin^on, it shall be a law of the Republic. 

Given in the Hall of Sessions of the Senate Chamber. 

Managua, July 22, i8sq. 

HERMENEGILDO ZEPEDA, P.S. 

To the Executive Power. ^ j. miguel cardenas, s. 

Hall of the Chamber of Deputies. MANUEL revelo, s. s. 

Managua, July 25,1859. 

EUSEBIO FIGUEROA, P. D. 

JOs6 A. MEJIA, D. 

BUENAVENTURA SELVA, D. 

Therefore let it be carried into effect. 


oi the Umted btates; that it the torm ot the treaty with the Decree ot ratihca- 
tion should give rise to any objection, the Government of Nicaragua will 
with pleasure lend itself to the modification of it; and, it even intimates that 
this might be accomplished without delay, if, in the absence of a Minister, 
it should be thought proper to empower Mr. Ran Runnels, Consul of the 
United States at San Juan del Sur, a person whose commendable qualities 
render him very acceptable to Nicaragua. 

I profit by this opportunity fete.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 2 San Jos6, Costa Rica, September 2 q, i8sq. 

Sir: After fifty-four miles of most wearisome travel, which from the 
horrible condition of the road from Punta Arenas to San Jos6, exhausted four 
whole days, I reached this Capital at 12 o’clock, in the course of the night 
of the 24**^ inst— For all the difficulties and fatigues of the route, I did not 
fail to devote my attention to the one great object of acquiring every safe 
information, as to the condition of things, attendent on the late change of 
affairs in the Republic— Costa Rica, to all appearances, has scarcely more 
than one section in which the evidences of social and political life are to be 
traced and that lies in the direction of the road from Punta Arenas, through 
San Jos6, on to Cartago, with side-roads leading to small villages, situated 
at generally small distances, on both sides of the main highway— This 
distribution of the way afforded me many an opportunity of conversing 
with people on the roads and at such places, where the difficulties of muddy 
and broken roads compelled us to stop— From those carefully-sifted 
conversations with persons of the working and agricultural conditions of life, 
I have reaped much to modify some of the impressions which I had received 
at Aspinwall—Panama—and even Punta Arenas— Wherever my steps 
could reach—on the road and in the household—I found the people quiet, 
cheerful and engaged in all the usual pursuits of life— In the course of 
most cautious inquiries, I found, as might be expected, a diversity of opinion 
as to the late occurrences; but I found also that the people—so far as I had 
an opportunity of coming in contact with them, seemed, if they cared at all, 
to have contentedly sat down under the change— Indeed, several of those, 
with whom I conversed although evidently leaning to the side of ex President 


what is represented as a most abject subserviency of the late Congress, had 
become perverted into a perfect despotism, not cruel it is said—but one of 
unmitigated arbitrariness, constituting in his person, a merger of all the 
coordinate branches of the government. 

This state of things was confirmed to me after my arrival in San Jos6, by 
men of higher intelligence and of ampler means of judgement— It is 
evident, from what I have so far gathered, that all the tendencies of ex- 
President Mora seemed to run after the pattern of the Rosas—the Lopezes 
and other self-constituted dictators—so frequently met with in these Re¬ 
publics—I am told that his private interest, as merchant—miner—and 
agriculturist, was rapidly becoming the controlling law of the Republic— 
To this, I, of course, advert upon the mere authority of individual state¬ 
ments; having no means of appreciation of either their falsehood or their 
truth— The last act, however, which deprived him of power—and, through 
the action of b. junta, or board of government, placed it in the hands of D’r 
Don Jose Maria Montealegre, as Provisional President—consisted in one of 
those arbitrary decrees, in Spanish-American Republics and which are not 
unknown to the archives of the State Department— I derive it from a safe 
quarter that the extraordinary exertions made by President Mora to assist 
the Nicaraguans in repelling the invasion of Walker’s troops, had absolutely 
and literally exhausted the treasury of the Republic— After various con¬ 
trivances to supply deficiences, it would seem that he turned his attention to 
the alienations of certain extensive tracts, or lots of ground in the immediate 
environs of the Capital— Those tracts, which are represented to me to have 
been under a species of “Squatter Sovereignty’’ right, in the undisturbed 
possession of their occupants for a century at least. President Mora decided, 
by a decree of his, to expose to public sale with a view to replenishing the 
empty coffers of the State— This proposed disposal of lands, so long and 
uninterruptedly held by a body of toilsome and industrious men—and so 
held, that very many of the tracts had come down from father to son by 
devise, or had been conveyed to other parties by deeds of sale—created an 
intense excitement, among the little communities which it was thus sought 
to dispossess— It turns out that, to a very large extent among the owners 
of those lots, was Col. Lorenzo Salazar, an interested party among those, who 
were to be evicted— Although up to that period, represented to me as a 
most unscrupulous agent of Mora’s, in all respects; yet it seems that when 
his individual interests were brought in question, he yielded to the solicita¬ 
tions of a quiet stealthely working party which had, for a length of time, 
sought to shake off the arbitrary authority of President Mora and meekly 
accepted the bribe, which palsied the action of Mora’s Praetoriam cohorts 
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But—considering Col: Salazar’s notorious penui'y of means, the question 
arises as to the sources from which he derived the means of suborning the 
Presidential body-guard— On this subject—though men speak with bated 
voice, there seems to be but little doubt— This brings up the rumor which 
reached my ears in Panama and Punta Arenas, to the effect that the pur¬ 
chase-money of the fidelity of Col: Salazar and the ten scores of ragged 
soldiery, in the barracks that gave power and efficiency to Mora’s decrees, 
had been supplied by two linglish merchants of this place, men of generally 
admitted character for standing and influence in San Josd*— One of these, 
Mr. Allpress, at a social reunion night before last, took special care to impress 
me with the idea, that the ascription to him of any intervention in the matter, 
is altogether groundless and false— Yet the fact that both of them are 
among the most substantial men of San Jos6; and the additional fact that 
Mr. Joy’s sister married to Don Jos6 Maria Montealegre—the present pro¬ 
visional President—give every countenance to the general belief that the 
means of bribery—were supplied by them—if not by the Montealegres, who 
are also monied men, to buy up the fidelity and patriotism of the soldiery 
of the barracks. 

Whatever may have been the causes which gave existence to the state of 
things, I found, on my arrival at San Jos6, on the whole the population 
quietly engaged in the ordinary avocations of life, with every evidence of 
quiet industry and security, which marks regularly organized communities. 

In this juncture of affairs, I will not attempt to conceal from you—Mr. 
Secretary of State—that the three days, which followed my arrival in San 
Jos6 were days of anxious thought and of ever-instant solicitude. 

Keeping in view the main object of my mission; fully impressed with the 
knowledge that the administration is determined that the unsettled matters, 
between our government and that of Costa Rica, shall be settled in a manner 
honorable to our country and equitable to those of our citizens, interested 
in claims against this Republic; I could not but ask myself what would be 
my best course to be pursued in carrying out the determinations of my 
government and vindicating the rights of wronged citizens— That best 
course, I found in the recognition of even a provisional government; by the 
official note of the 28'''' instant—herewith annexed, and requesting an audi¬ 
ence of the President for the presentation of my credentials—^An act, which 
took place this day Sept 29*’" at 12 o’clock—M, in the hall of Congress, in 
presence of the members of the Cabinet and of the other functionaries of the 



what I have hitherto seen that the voice of the people which will have spoken 
through the Elections now going on 8 c to be closed on the 2^^ of October 
proximo will ratify the change in the return of a Constituent Assembly, 
whose opinions, I have reason to believe, will harmonize with the policy of 
the provisional government— 

In addition to this I have the declaration of Mr. Wyke himself, that he 
would not in the course of his mission visit Costa Rica until the month of 
February or March next— In the mean time. Sir William, who, I learn 
from Mr. Synge the Secretary of H. B. M’s Legation here, does not intend 
to leave until November next, would have had full sway here unless I had 
recognized the government by the presentation of the credentials of which 
I was the bearer from the President of the United States— 

With this I have the honor to enclose to you the copy of the few words 
which I addressed to the Provisional President accompanied by the remarks, 
which he was pleased to make in answer— The hour for closing the Mail 
has arrived and it compels me to close this communication; yet it does not 
leave me without the hope that the President of the United States will have 
been pleased to consider that I have acted in the premises with an earnest 
desire to initiate my mission with an eye single to the honor and interest of 
the country— It is proper before I conclude that I should state to you, 
that a condition of my presentation was that the implied recognition of the 
governments by the delivery of my credentials should be subject to the 
future approval of my government— This fact appears in the body of a 
private note, which I addressed to the Minister of Relations in order to con¬ 
sult circumstances and spare the feelings of an administration, that have 
acceded to power under peculiar circumstances. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Chargi d'Affaires at Washington, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, October i, 1859. 

Sir: I find myself obliged to draw aside the engaged attention of the 
Honorable General Cass, Secretary of State of the United States on account, 
of the announcement, annexed, cut from the “New York Herald”,2 in 
which periodical it has been published at different times since the 5**^ of the 
last month. 



establish a line of transit between New York, and San Francisco, in Califor¬ 
nia, by way of Nicaragua; it styles itself, sole carrier of the mails of the 
United States, and in opposition to every monopoly: it gives notice that it 
will despatch to San Juan del Norte, its first Steamer, “Keystone”, on 
Wednesday the 5'^’^ October next; and gives assurance that the Isthmus has 
been put in perfect condition for the transport of freight and passengers with 
convenience, safety and despatch, having made additions of several river 
and lake steamers, built expressly for the service of the said line. 

A company, like that which announces itself, cannot lawfully exist without 
the consent of the local Sovereign. Nicaragua is the Sovereign, recognized 
by the United States and other principal Maritime Powers of the Ports, 
waters, and Territory which the Company proposes to traverse from ocean 
to ocean, and I can, and must, with full certainty, assure the Honorable 
Secretary of State, that Nicaragua has not granted to the Company men¬ 
tioned, the requisite authorization. 

The opposition to all monopoly, which is announced, induces me to believe 
that, perhaps this pretends to be an enterprize in conformity with the Decree 
made 30 May last by the Government of Nicaragua, declaring the transit 
free—But this freedom, in fulfilment of a duty and in the exercise of an 
unquestionable right, has been regulated in the same Decree, according to 
which, those only can transport passengers and merchandize who apply for 
and obtain authority from the Government, and bind themselves to comply 
with the conditions specified in that authorization. I am quite assured 
that the Company mentioned has not submitted itself to the conditions 
indicated, nor obtained the requisite patent or licence. If this company 
holds the United States Mail Contract, it may pretend, under its shelter, to 
carry passengers and merchandize—But such pretension cannot be sustained 
and if it came to a head, will involve a flagrant violation of the 15*’' article 
of the Zeledon-Lamar Treaty, lately ratified by Nicaragua, in conformity 
with the views of the United States. 

In fine, Nicaragua does not recognize even a shadow of right, by any title, 
in the said Company, to carry passengers or merchandize, in transit, through 
its territory, and it is my duty to present this to the Honorable Secretary 
of State in a formal manner, after having several times, assured him of it 
verbally, in order that the Government of the United States may deign to 
take such precautions as it may deem needful that its name, and the re¬ 
spectability which the mail contract gives to the contractors, may not be 
abused, nor permit that there shall be wittingly committed by Citizens of 
the United States, transgression which can only lead to complications of the 
relations between the two countries. 



assurances, that it has made on the Isthmus, the necessary preparations to 
transport with safety, convenience and despatch both passengers and freight, 
because according to the latest advices which I have from Nicaragua, reach¬ 
ing to the end of August, there was no Material, nor were they preparing 
the necessary works, either at the ports, or, on the river, or at the lake, or 
on the land route; so that it is difficult to believe that the Company may be 
able to transport the Mail wholly & solely, and there are too many reasons 
for the conviction that it will not be in its power to fulfil lawfully and sub¬ 
stantially, the promise it has made to carry passengers and freight. 

The only measure taken by the Company with respect to the Government 
of Nicaragua, of which I have advice, is a petition that the Steamer “Scottish 
Chief” may be allowed to ascend the River & Lake, which was definitively 
rejected by the Government, on account of the information, which I had 
the honor at the time to communicate verbally to the Honorable General 
Cass, that such Steamboat was in the service of the Filibuster leaders, the 
indefatigable enemies of Central America; and they in connection with the 
amalgamated embryos of the companies, of the mail service, and of Wallace 
& Van Dyke. 

Very lately my attention has been called afresh to the plan indicated, and 
to the fact that in proportion as the day announced for the departure of the 
“Keystone” approaches, there are gathering in New York, considerable 
numbers of the most notorious filibusters, who boast of being about to 
effect a new invasion of Nicaragua in despite of any precautionary measures 
on part of the Government of the United States. I trust it will not omit to 
prevent the realization of this scheme, which would be as prejudicial to the 
good name of this Republic, as to the tranquillity of Central America, and I 
purpose to fulfill the obligation of faithful friendship in presenting this 
denunciation, for what it may in itself avail. 

Moreover, even disregarding the filibuster plot, I judge it to be necessary 
to the acquittal of my conscience, as much on account of what is doing against 
Nicaragua, as to the Public of this country, to contradict the annexed an¬ 
nouncement as well in respect of Law as of Fact, in order to avoid unpleasant 
complications, and to keep myself freed from the accusation of having 
knowingly tolerated a deception which may bring heavy damages upon many 
innocent parties; and desirous to harmonize the dictates of my conscience 
with those of my position I can do no less than suggest the fitness of making 
known to the Public through the Press the true aspect of the affair. 

This communication has been prepared for some days, but noticing a 
suspension of the advertisement, I conceived the hope that the enterprize 
would fall through by its own weight, and free me from the necessity of 
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of earlier advices in respect to the bad condition of the transit by the last 
news from Nicaragua through two trustworthy persons, who came down the 
River San Juan, in bongos about the middle of September, and arrived at 
New York by the “Northern Light”, and give assurance that no prepara¬ 
tions were making for the Transit-service. 

I must not finish without expressing the thorough conviction and the 
hope that these affairs, entangled as they may appear at present, will ere 
long be satisfactorily regulated, either by a free system suitably remodelled, 
and throwing aside the Companies, and their reclamations, which have so 
long hindered the opening of the transit; or, by granting the privilege to 
parties who can combine the resources necessary to the fulfillment of their 
agreements and the carrying on of the undertaking. 

Nicaragua and the United States, have in this matter, the same interests 
and wishes, and the Government of that Republic is disposed to adopt the 
means most adequate to satisfy them fully. 

The Honorable General Cass will deign to accept the assurances of my 
respectful consideration. 


1518 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Pedro de Aycinena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala ^ 

No. 3 Guatemala City, October i, i8sg. 

Sir: The undersigned Minister resident of the United States of America, 
near the Republics of Guatemala and Honduras, for considerations which 
may be apparent, has delayed until the present time the presentation of the 
following statement and protest, which he respectfully requests may be 
furnished to the Legislative, Executive and Judicial Departments of the 
Government of Guatemala, and filed and preserved in the archives of your 
department. For a long series of years, embracing the period of the existence 
of the Central American Confederation, and since the dissolution of that 
Confederation and the erection of its component parts into distinct and 
independent sovereignties, indeed from the date of Central American in¬ 
dependence from the Spanish yoke in 1821, complaints have continually 
gone forth of British encroachments upon their respective sovereignties and 
territories, and of British interference in the governmental and internal 
affairs of these States. Such was the existing state of affairs when the treaty 
of 5‘.^ April 1850, commonly known as the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, was 
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solemnly agreed upon and formally proclaimed by and between the Govern¬ 
ments of Great Britain and the United States of America. It is unnecessary 
in this place to allude to all the motives which induced the United States to 
become a party to this treaty or to dwell at length upon any; suffice it to say, 
that a free, safe, and uninterrupted transit across the territory of Central 
America from Ocean to Ocean was one inducement: the abandonment and 
discontinuance of British possession, British occupancy, British fortifications 
and British protectorates on, of and over each and every part of Central 
America, by which the commerce of the United States in our neighboring 
seas would be secure from British interference and depredations was another: 
and the placing of the Central American Republics, and every part thereof, 
outside of and beyond British control and influence, leaving these Republics 
in the full and uninterrupted enjoyment of their entire boundaries and 
dominions, with perfect freedom to establish their own internal lines of 
partition, and to regulate their internal affairs in such manner as to them 
might seem best calculated to secure their interests, promote their happiness, 
and perpetuate their liberties, was another. It is believed and insisted that 
all these objects, so desirable in themselves and promotive, not only of the 
interests of the United States, but of the best hopes and prospects of Central 
America, have been amply and fully accomplished by the first article of the 
convention already alluded to: that article is in the following words:— 
“Art I- The Governments of the United States and Great Britain hereby 
declare, that neither the one nor the other will ever obtain or maintain for 
itself any exclusive control over the said ship-canal; agreeing that neither 
will ever erect or maintain any fortifications commanding the same, or in 
the vicinity thereof, or occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume or exercise 
any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa-Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or any part 
of Central America; nor will either make use of any protection which either 
affords or may afford, or any alliance which either has or may have to or with 
any State or people, for the purpose of erecting or maintaining any such 
fortifications, or of occupying, fortifying, or colonizing Nicaragua, Costa- 
Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or any part of Central America, or of assuming 
or exercising dominion over the same: nor will the United States or Great 
Britain take advantage of any intimacy, or use any alliance, connexion, or 
influence that either may possess with any State or Government through 
whose territory the said canal may pass, for the purpose of acquiring or hold¬ 
ing, directly or indirectly, for the citizens or subjects of the one, any rights 
or advantages in regard to commerce or navigation through the said canal, 
which shall not be offered on the same terms to the citizens or subjects of 
the other.” 



DECLARATION 


No. I Washington, June 2p, 1850. 

In proceeding to the exchange of the ratifications of the convention signed at Wash¬ 
ington on the of April 1850, between her Britannic Majesty and the United States 
of America, relative to the establishment of a communication by ship-canal between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, the undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s plenipoten¬ 
tiary, has received her Majesty's instructions to declare that her Majesty does not 
understand the engagements of that convention to apply to her Majesty’s settlement 
at Honduras, or to its dependencies. Her Majesty's ratification of the said convention 
is exchanged under the explicit declaration above mentioned. 

H. L. BDLWER. 

John M. Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States, to Sir Henry Lytton Buhoer 
No. 3 Washington, July 4,1830. 

Sir: I have received the declaration you were instructed by your Government to 
make to me respecting Honduras and its dependencies, a copy of which is hereto sub¬ 
joined. 

The language of the first article of the convention concluded on the 19*’’ day of April 
last between the United Stats and Great Britain, describing the country not to be 
occupied &c., by either of the parties, was, as you know, twice approved by your gov¬ 
ernment; and it was neither understood by them, nor by either of us (the negotiators) to 
include the British settlement in Honduras (commonly called British Honduras, as 
distinct from the state of Honduras) nor the small islands in the neighborhood of that 
settlement which may be known as its dependencies. To that settlement and these 
islands the treaty we negotiated was not intended by either of us to apply. The title 
to them it is now, and has been my intention throughout the whole negotiation, to leave 
as the treaty leaves it, without denying, affirming, or in any way meddling \vith the 
same, just as it stood previously. The Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions of the Senate, the Honorable William R. King, informs me that “the Senate per¬ 
fectly understood that the treaty did not include British Honduras.’’ It was under¬ 
stood to apply to, and does include all the Central American States of Guatemala, 
Honduras, San Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, with their just limits and proper 
dependencies. 

The difficulty that now arises seems to spring from the use, in our convention, of 
the term “Central America,” which we adopted because Viscount Palmerston had 
assented to it and used it as the proper term, we naturally supposing that, on this ac¬ 
count, it would be satisfactory to your government; but if your government now 
intend to delay the exchange of ratifications until we shall have fixed the precise limits 
of Central America, we must defer further action until we have further information on 
both sides to which, at present, we have no means of resort, and which it is certain we 
could not obtain before the term fixed for exchanging the ratifications would expire. 
It is not to be imagined that such is the object of your government, for not only would 
this course delay, but absolutely defeat the convention. 

Of course, no alteration could be made in the convention as it now stands, without 
referring the same to the Senate: and I do not understand you as having authority to 
propose any alteration. But on some future occasion, a conventional article, clearly 
stating what are the limits of Central America, might become advisable. 

There is another matter, still more important, which the stipulations of the con¬ 
vention direct that we shall settle, but which you have no instructions now to_ deter¬ 
mine; and I desire you to invite the attention of your government to it.—“ The distance 
from the two ends of the canal” within which “vessels of the United States or Great 
Britain, traversing the said canal, shall in case of war between the contracting parties, 
be exempted from blockade, detention or capture by either of the belligerents,” The 
subject is one of deep interest, and I shall be happy to receive the views of your gov¬ 
ernment in regard to it, as soon as it may be convenient for them to decide upon it. 

I renew to you. Sir, [etc,]. 



an exception to the general operation oi tne provisions oi scuu uiau accuuu, 
and with proper limitations this position is plausible; but when the manifest 
and understood objects to be accomplished by this treaty are considered, 
it must surely be apparent to every understanding that that exception 
could not be insisted upon farther ’ to allow British subjects to continue in 
the possession of Belize proper and enjoy the privileges designated and de¬ 
fined in the Spanish treaties of 1783 and 1786. 

To what Belize did Sir Henry Bulwer allude in his already copied note 
to Clayton? Most certainly to that Belize publicly known as Belize and 
limited and defined by these Spanish treaties and none other.^ To what 
Belize could M- Clayton have supposed his attention invited? Surely not 
Belize as the Republic of Guatemala and Great Britain in secret conference 
and acting under unknown influence have though[t] proper to define it in i859> 
but Belize occupied by Great Britain as a tenant at sufferance of the Spanish 
crown for limited and specific purposes with a boundary clearly and fully 
defined by the Spanish treaties already alluded to. If this view be well 
taken then the country lying between the rivers Sibun and Sarstoon does 
not come within the exception contained in the notes of the negotiators, 
giving these notes the benefit of the most liberal construction and inter¬ 
pretation in favor of the British Government; but, on the contrary, fall 
directly within the provisions of the first section of the Clayton and Bulwer 
treaty. In this dilemma and to give extension to the defined limits of Belize 
the aid of Guatemala is invoked; and Guatemala, in her late surrender of her 
territory, has volunteered her confession to establish occupancy and pos¬ 
session up to 1850, and title in Great Britain to the whole country between 
those two rivers; thus aiding in her own dismemberment. It will not be 
sufficient to rely upon this recent confession of Guatemala contained in 
her late treaty with Great Britain of April 30*.^ 1859 as proof of British 
occupancy and British ownership of the country in question. This can 
avail nothing: Guatemala proves too much, and stands directly opposed 
not only to every act and declaration of her entire history, but to the noto¬ 
rious fact that within the boundary she confesses are immense tracts of 
country which Great Britain never had nor ever did possess, own and occupy 
up to and before April 30*.^ 1859, but, on the contrary, there are extensive 
regions between the Sibun and Sarstoon extending inland to Gracias a Dios 
Falls, which have never been explored and as late as 1824 Indians in a wild 
and savage state were roaming through these forests; besides, this confession 
comes in such a questionable shape, I must be permitted to say, that when 
the oft-repeated remonstrances, protests and complaints of Guatemala up 

^ The word “than" must, apparently, ha.ve been omitted here in making the copy of this 


from the American representative at this Court are remembered, it must be 
allowed that upon every principle which regulates the admissibility and 
determines the weight of testimony, it would be weighed with great caution, 
if not with suspicion. It cannot be contended that the obtention of such 
confessions by Great Britain establishing the boundary of Belize on the 
line of Salvador and thus incorporating the whole of Guatemala would bring 
this vast region within the exception and constitute it a part of "Her Maj¬ 
esty’s settlement in Honduras, or its dependencies"; yet no difference can 
be conceived in the two cases. It is understood that Great Britain sets up 
a pretence of ownership and occupancy of the disputed territory by conquest. 
If it be contended that the country between the Sibun and Sarstoon belongs 
to Great Britain by right of conquest upon the ground that the treaty of 
1786 was terminated by a subsequent state of war with Spain, and that 
during that war the boundaries of the British settlement in question were 
enlarged, and that the subsequent treaty of peace not having revived the 
treaties of 1783 and 1786, Great Britain is entitled to retain this territory, 
the reply is, if this took place, after the date of the treaty of alliance between 
Great Britain and Spain in 1809, which terminated the war, then this argu¬ 
ment is without foundation or support. If before 1809; Great Britain when 
concluding this treaty ought to have informed Spain that she intended to 
convert the encroachments of the settlers in Belize on the Spanish territory 
into an absolute right; that she did not then intend to pursue such a course 
towards an ally in distress is clear from her subsequent conduct. In 1814 
Great Britain revived all her pre-existing commercial treaties with Spain; 
and what is the privilege granted to her by the treaty of 1786 of cutting 
mahogany, log-wood and other dye-woods on Spanish territory, thus enabling 
her to extend British commerce in those articles, but a commercial privilege? 
So far from the treaty of 1786 being terminated by the war, its continued 
existence in 1817 and 1819 was recognized by acts of the British Parliament: 
these declare in so many words that Belize was "not within the territory and 
dominion of liis Majesty," but was “merely a settlement for certain purposes 
in the possession and under the protection of Plis Majesty.” For the nature 
of this "settlement" and knowledge of these "certain purposes" we can 
refer nowhere except to the treaties of 1783 and 1786. Great Britain con¬ 
scious of the weakness of her claim to the Sarstoon, based upon the notes 
which passed between the negotiators, and her pretended conquest of the 
country, attempts to fortify her position by denying that any portion of the 
country lying on the Gulf of Honduras and North of the river Sarstoon ever 
composed a part of Central America; unfortunately for this position the 
already quoted note of Sir Plenry Bulwer would seem to admit the reverse: 



geographical structure of the country furnish, the understood and uninter¬ 
rupted current of this country’s history stand opposed. By the united and 
concurrent testimony then and now of every Republic which now constitutes 
Central America, they, by their successful revolution of 1821 succeeded to 
all the rights of sovereignty and dominion which appertained or belonged 
to the Spanish Crown at the time over the entire country known as the 
ancient kingdom of Guatemala. By the first section of the “Constitution 
of the Central American Confederation” of the 22".'^ November 1824 the 
Government is styled the “Federal Republic of Central America”; and the 
2“'^ section and 5*1" article of that constitution declares that the territory of 
the Republic is the same before comprised in the ancient kingdom of Guate¬ 
mala, with the exception of the province of Chiapas for the present. Art 6 : 
of the same instrument declares that the federation is at present composed 
of the five States viz:—Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Salvador and 
Guatemala; the province of Chiapas shall be considered as a state in the 
federation when she freely joins it. 

At this day and hour Mexico holds Chiapas, a province forcibly annexed 
to her at the fall of Iturbide, and Soconusco annexed by Sante Anna there¬ 
after under protest of Guatemala; the latter claiming that it is a part of the 
ancient kingdom to which she succeeded by successful revolution, and 
within her legitimate limits as one of the sovereign States of Central America. 
More than this; not only did the Central American Confederation maintain 
that the ancient kingdom of Guatemala was within the limits of Central 
America, but that the right of dominion and sovereignty over this entire 
boundary including the country north of the Sibun and known as Belize, 
belong to them; and Guatemala since the separation of the States which 
composed that Confederation has never ceased to assert and maintain that 
that sovereignty and ownership north of the Sibun did of right belong to her. 
As far back as 1832 C. Doctor Mariano Galvez in his atlas of Guatemala and 
its then Departmental Divisions, published by authority of the Chief of the 
State, embraces within the limits of the Department of Verapaz this entire 
country, passing beyond and North of the river Hondo. It is deemed 
needless to adduce proof and multiply arguments in refutation of the 
proposition that the country between the Sibun and Sarstoon was not within 
the limits of Central America; if anything to support a fact so universally 
notorious as the opposite of that proposition could be required, the large 
experience and familiar acquaintance of Your Excellency with Central 
America, its History and Affairs could no doubt furnish an ample supply. 
If the foregoing views and arguments, which could be greatly enlarged, but 
deemed sufficient for the occasion, are sound and well taken: it then follows 



It was Known that all assistance rendered in promoting the complication oi 
questions which now engage the serious attention of the Cabinets of two 
powerful sister nations with which Guatemala is on terms of peace and 
friendship, may greatly disturb and endanger the existence of the friendly 
relations between these two powers: yet under all these circumstances the 
late treaty of April 3ot’‘ 1859 between the Republic of Guatemala and Great 
Britain is made and ratified by the former, and the existence of pending 
negotiations kept and concealed from the American Representative in 
Guatemala until the ratification of the treaty and the notice of its existence 
are published in the Guatemala Gazette. 

Thus deprived of a privilege which the undersigned claims, is recognized 
and acknowledged not only by the etiquette and courtesies which belong to 
and regulate diplomatic intercourse, but by the friendship, goodwill and 
impartiality which are supposed to exist in favor of a friendly power when 
her rights and interests are involved, nothing remains for him but to enter 
and publish this his solemn protest, as follows:— 

I, Beverly L. Clarke, Resident Minister of the United States of America 
near the Republics of Guatemala and Honduras, for and in the name of the 
said Government of the United States of America, do now and hereby make, 
enter and publish this my solemn protest 1° against the treaty of April 30*?* 
1859 between the Republic of Guatemala and the Government of Great 
Britain, as a clear and palpable violation of the letter, spirit, and provisions 
of the treaty between Great Britain and the United States of America dated 
July s*?' 1850, and commonly known as the Clayton and Bulwer treaty. 
2'? against the conduct of the Government of Guatemala, in cautiously 
withholding and concealing from the American Representative, then resident 
at this Court and this Capital, all knowledge of the pendency of negotiations 
vitally affecting the interests and policy of his Government, thereby depriv¬ 
ing him of the right and privilege of defending those rights, and maintaining 
that policy, as violative of the established courtesies which belong to and 
exist in diplomatic intercourse, and in disregard of the claims of the United 
States to that impartiality which is supposed to exist in favor of a friendly 
power when the rights and interests of that power are involved; and 3"? against 
the confession of the Government of Guatemala to the occupancy and title 
of Great Britain of and to the country designated in said treaty of April 30*^ 
1859, as being opposed to the whole history of the Central American Con¬ 
federation, and equally opposed to the entire history of Guatemala up to the 
date of said treaty. I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 



Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Santos Guardiola, President of Honduras ^ 

No. 4 Guatemala City, October i , 

Sir: The undersigned minister resident of the United States of America, 
near the Republics of Honduras and Gautemala, believes that with the 
astonishment which the character of that convention is calculated to arouse 
in every patriotic breast, you have no doubt read the late Treaty between 
Great Britain & the Republic of Gautemala, of April 30*.'', 1859. The nego- 
ciation of this Treaty was conducted with the utmost secrecy, and though 
the rights and interests of the United States of America were vitally involved, 
the ordinary courticies of Diplomatic intercourse in such cases, were dis¬ 
countenanced, and the American Representative of these rights, and these 
interests, at this Court, received no intimation that such negociations were 
pending, untill the Treaty had been ratified by Gautemala, and dispatched 
to the British Capital. 

Heretofore, Great Britain has upon any and every pretext whatever, 
seized upon the Territory and dominions of the Central American Republics, 
and without justice, or scruple, appropriated them to her own use; And no 
State more than Gautemala has loudly and bitterly complained of these oft 
repeated encroachments & userpations.— Your Excellency will agree with 
the undersigned, that the policy and conduct of the United States have been 
wholly different. She has never coveted one foot of Central American soil, 
or sought to influence or control, except by example, the internal government, 
or policy, of any Republic within its limits— 

Neighbouring sister Republics, identified with our own in a thousand rela¬ 
tions, composeing one great family of independent sisterhoods, extending 
over one great and glorious continent, and mutually engaged in the solution 
of the great problem, that Man is capable of self government, the highest 
hopes, and strongest asperations, of the United States, have been, and still 
are, to behold them growing in wealth, power, and national happiness, 
without molestation or interferance from any quarter. To accomplish 
these, and other ends, she became a party to the Treaty with Great Britain 
of the 5*.** July 1850, commonly known as the Clayton & Bulwer Treaty— 
The attention of Your Excellency is respectfully invited to a copy of the first 
Article of that Treaty, which will be found incorporated in a copy of a protest 
of the undersigned which he has the honor to enclose herewith—^ By that 
article. Your Excellency will observe, that both parties agree and bind them¬ 
selves, that neither will ever occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume, or 
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oelice to Uautemala, particularly the portion oi country now claimea as 
Belice, & lying between the Sibun and Sarstoon rivers, to restore to Honduras 
Ruatan, and the other Bay Islands together with all other parts of that 
Republic, over which she may claim the right of occupancy or protection, 
and to Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, all that regeon of country over which 
she has heretofore extended her Mosquito Protectorate— 

Gautemala was not ignorant of these facts, she had the Clayton & Bulwer 
Treaty before her, and certainly knew the construction placed upon that 
Treaty by the government of the United States. Yet in the face of all 
these facts Gautemala makes a full and unconditional surrender of the whole 
country down to the Sarstoon, admits all that she had persistently denied 
from the time of her successful revolution in 1821, thereby stultifying herself, 
and to add novelty to her already humiliating condition before the world, is 
guilty of the Suicidal Act, of volunteering her own testimony, to aid in 
perpetuating her own dismemberment, and in publishing her own humilia¬ 
tion in every court in Christondem— It is difficult to conceive by what 
principal or influences Gautemala has been actuated in thus attempting to 
fortify Great Britain against exceptions taken by the United States— She 
certainly must know that the Government of the United States has exercised 
extraordinary diligence in enforcing her neutrality laws, and in preventing 
the fitting out, & departure, of hostile forces, designed to descend upon parts 
of Central America, and that conduct marked with so much unkindness, and 
disrespect, as her recent acts, may greatly endanger the further existance 
of these neutrality laws and thus leave the Government powerless to prevent 
such expeditions in future— It is believed that Great Briton has much con¬ 
fidence in the supposed influence which Gautemala can and does exercise 
over the other Republics of Central America— It is further believed that 
this late Treaty, is but the inauguration of a policy, intended to extend 
throughout the five Republics and to the Bay Islands especially, and that 
this Treaty was made the initiatory, as an example for the imitation of the 
other republics; and to show with what self sacraficing complacency, Gaute¬ 
mala could surrender her long claimed and rightful Territory, and to add 
the weight of her supposed influence, in directing and controlling, the policy 
and destiny of her sister Republics— The undersigned hopes and believes 
that the boundless extent of her supposed influence, has been greatly 
magnified, and that neither her supposed influence, or recent surrender, and 
stultification, will be able to win respect for the former, or imitation of the 



latter— During the absence of Mr. Charles Lenox Wyke, (the English 
negociator of the late Treaty with Gautemala) the undersigned saw the 
letter of Mr. Hall, British Vice Consul upon the subject of the Carmichael 
claim against your Government, and your patriotic & spirited reply ^— 
Mr. Wyke has again returned to Gautemala in the character of Envoy 
Extraordinary, and Minister Plenipotentiary to Central America, with full 
powers I understand, to negociate and settle all pending questions with the 
different Republics, and will visit your Capital in the ensuing month It 
is believed that a Treaty has been already prepared at the Foreign office in 
London for your signature, and that the Carmichael claim will be used as a 
weapon of coercion, to force your Government to submission to its provi¬ 
sions— It is also believed that your Government will be called upon, to 
imitate the example of Gautemala and not only surrender the Bay Islands, 
to which you are as much entitled, as to your own Comaugua [Comayagua] 
or Tegucigalpa, but to stultify herself, turn witness, for England, & prove 
English occupancy, and English title, prior and up to the date of the Clayton 
& Bulwer Treaty (To Wit, 1850.) 

The undersigned trusts he need not assure your Excellency, that no fears 
are entertained that your Government under any influence pressure or 
combination of circumstances, can be constrained to occupy a position so 
humiliating, mortifying, & submissive as Gautemala, but that the spirit 
& patriotism of Honduras, will meet with becomeing scorn & contempt, the 
insolent and unjust claims of England, to any portion of the Bay Islands, or 
other Territory of Honduras; Yet if any member of the Government of 
Honduras should waver, and so far forget the claims of his country to his 
patriotism, (an event surely not to be anticipated) as to favor the pretensions 
of Great Britain: The undersigned in the name of the Government of the 
United States, asks and expects, that before any act is consumated, involving 
her rights, interest, or policy, by which the pending Central American 
questions betv’-een the Government of Great Briton, & the United States, 
may become yet more complicated; the good faith and impartiality of your 
Excellencies Government will give the United States timely notice, that they 
may be heard in their own defence. The Government of the United States 
does not intend that Great Britain or any other European power, shall wrest 
from Honduras, her title to the Bay Islands; but will insist on their restora¬ 
tion to Honduras, their true & lawful owner— 

The undersigned had hoped again to visit your Capital before this, and 
not only enjoy the delights of a more extended acquaintance, but to have 
spent a large portion of his time at your Capital— These anticipated 
oleasures have been refused, hv the feeble state nf his h^acil-f-h for- men^-hs. 


acknowledgment of the receipt of this, with such views as Your Excellency 
may be pleased to present. Several copies of this are sent to your Excellency 
by different routs, to avoid contingencies, and that the safe arrival of at 
least one may be secured. As an additional caution he has placed the im¬ 
press of the seal of this legation on this sheet, and not on the envelope— 
With many wishes for the continuous health & happiness of Your Ex¬ 
cellency, the undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Your 
Excellency [etc.]. 
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Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 14 Guatemala City, October 15, j 8 sq- 

Sir: From the moment I first read the late treaty between Great Britain 
and Guatemala I have suspected that treaty to be the initiatory of a policy 
inaugurated by British intrigue, and designed and intended to regulate and 
control the future conduct and destiny of the Central American States; and 
subsequent and passing events have but served to strengthen and confirm 
my first suspicions. You are aware that for many years, and especially 
since the acquisition of California by the United States, Central America 
has attracted the watchful vigilance of British Statesmen, who have been 
alive to the geographical and commercial importance of these States, the 
advantages to flow from an intimate connexion with, and the extension of 
British influence and British control over them; hence the tenacity with 
which they clung to the Belize settlement, the Bay Islands, and their 
Mosquito protectorate, pending the correspondence between the President, 
while Minister to England, and Lord Clarendon^: for at that time quite the 
entire commerce of Guatemala was conducted through Belize; and then, as 
now, much more than one half of all importations were, and are of British 
produce and manufacture, brought directly from the workshops of England. 
These commercial advantages already secured to the stronger power, but 
served to increase its preponderating influence over the weaker; and as a 
consequence, upon the ruins of its once Republican institutions (always 
distasteful to English politicians) have been erected (especially in Guate¬ 
mala) the most compact absolutisms that bow the neck of man to the yoke 
of a tyrant’s will. The advent of Walker into Nicaragua estranged these 
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had many friends among the liberals in Lruatemala; ana, out lor me sup¬ 
posed errors in his administrative policy, which seemed to foreshadow a 
disregard of the rights and security of property, it is asserted by many here, 
that he would have been hailed as a deliverer, and willingly constituted the 
political head of this State. 

Since Walker’s ejection from the country, British emissaries, who increase 
throughout the land in proportion as British influence extends, have spared 
no trouble in impressing upon the mind of this Government the belief that, 
without the aid of England (and they exultingly refer to the capture of 
Fillibusters near Belize by British officials, and their return to Mobile on an 
English man-of-war) the United States (however willing they may be) are 
unable to restrain the fillibustering spirit of the masses, and that protection 
withdrawn by England from Central America, would leave it the prey of 
bucaneering swarms of marauding fillibusters, who would descend from the 
seabord of the United States, seize upon their Governments, lay waste their 
country, and desecrate their religion, irrespective of the will or wishes of 
our Government. 

The progressive, expanding and absorbing spirit and tendencies of our 
people, have, no doubt, furnished themes for much representation, conjecture 
and speculation; and the necessity of continuing and erecting British forti¬ 
fications and armaments as a fiery wall between the hunted victim and his 
pursuers, to drive back the Northern wave that threatens to inundate the 
entire South, has no doubt been eloquently and pathetically impressed, and 
I believe not without effect. The present Government of Guatemala, 
composed of persons whose political principles may be better deduced from 
recent changes in the Organic law of the State, in making which they partic¬ 
ipated, and which contrive to confer upon the President absolute dictatorial 
power for life in effect, without the incumberance, restraints and incon¬ 
venience of individual or personal responsibility, are not incredulous to these 
representations, and thus led to distrust the ability, if not the wishes, of 
the United States, to prevent these invasions in future, and indulging a 
favoritism, which I believe exists, became willing captives and instruments 
to British intrigues and designs. In the absence of any treaty of commerce 
or navigation between Guatemala and Great Britain, the latter has contrived, 
by her foot-hold upon the soil, to monopolize more than one half the trade, 
and reap the benefits of more than one half the profits arising from the 
consumption of the country for a series of years; and now without any 
apparent necessity for a treaty to accomplish the objects set forth in that of 
1859J this treaty, with all the pomp and show of form and consideration, 
suddenly bursts upon the astonished world, conceeding and surrendering all. 


The fact that such negotiations were pending, before the Guatemala 
Cabinet, was cautiously with-held and concealed from me, until the treaty 
had been ratified by this Government, and the British negotiator, with the 
treaty, had left for the English Capital. The protest of three of the council, 
together with other facts, having reference to this treaty, which you have 
perhaps seen published in the “New York Herald,” are charged here to 
have been clandestinely delivered or obtained; such was the rigid system of 
secrecy imposed upon the deliberations of the council upon that treaty. 
Every fact and declaration in the whole history of Guatemala stand opposed 
to her admissions; yet the surrender and admissions are obtained. How is 
all this? where the motive for such humiliating and unconditional surrender? 
No stronger passion pervades the Spanish character than their love of 
dominion, manifested by the energy employed in its acquisition, and the 
reluctance with which it is surrendered; and the example of Guatemala 
herself furnished by her oft-repeated efforts to regain and reconquer Chiapas 
and Soconusco, furnish an apt illustration of the Spanish character in Central 
America in this respect. In wealth, in physical resources, and in the 
strength and stability of its Government, Guatemala is the most potent 
state in Central America, and is supposed to exercise a vast influence over 
all the rest: thus Guatemala became an almost indispensible auxiliary in 
accomplishing the ends of British intrigue and diplomacy: and the in¬ 
auguration of a policy, by this treaty was, in my opinion, designed to add 
the weight of Guatemala influence in directing the conduct of the other 
States. Whether the dangers of a new fillibuster invasion, painted in all 
the highly wrought colors of devastation and annihilation were sufficient 
when addressed to her fears, or whether the potent and more persuasive logic 
of British gold (for she is indebted to England in the sum of $500,000.) won 
and subdued her to British service, and the abandonment of her inherited 
opposition to the terms of the late treaty, I know not, but of this I feel 
persuaded, that Guatemala is in the service of Great Britain in the establish¬ 
ment of a Central American policy at war with the letter and manifest spirit 
of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty. I believe we have heretofore mistaken 
our policy with reference to the treatment due these States: Great Britain 
under any and every pretext seizes on every foot of land upon which an 
Englishman can stand or a cannon can be planted, and appropriates it with 
the relentless spirit which characterizes the pursuit of a heartless creditor, 
when the flight of his absconding debtor is announced. She has pressed 
every claim to immediate adjustment, and if need be a British man-of-war 
presents itself at a Central American port, and significantly proclaims the 
ultimatum. She whins and drives, and vet thev love, resnect, fear and 


would prove more successful. In Guatemala they have rarely ever seen an 
American man-of-war, and entertain but little respect for our naval power: 
the occasional visit of one to the port of San Jos6 might tend to call to their 
recollection the fact that the United States are also still a living power. In 
addition to those already suggested, I am induced to suspect a combination 
and its objects by the following circumstances. The treaty of April last was 
ratified by this Government on the 30* day of that month, and directly 
thereupon Charles Lennox Wyke, the English negotiator, and Chargd 
d’Affaires of her Britannic Majesty to Central America, left the Court of 
Guatemala with the treaty for London, and though six months were allowed 
for the exchange of ratifications, an unusually short time, the treaty received 
the sanction of the British cabinet almost immediately, and was directly 
dispatched to Hall, British Vice-consul at Guatemala for exchange of 
ratifications. On the 24*^ June 1859 Hall addressed the following 
letter to the Minister of Foreign affairs of Honduras. 


William Hall, British Vice-Counsul at Guatemala City, to P. Alvarado, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras 

British Legation, Guatemala City, June 24,185Q. 

Sir: I have the honor to acquaint you that I have received a note 
from the Earl of Malmesbury, in which his Lordship, after manifesting 
his regret for the disappointment of the hopes Mr Wyke had conceived 
that the Government of Honduras really wished to make good the act of 
injustice committed against Mr Carmichael, informs me that her 
B. M's Government will not tolerate such conduct on your part, and 
will insist on justice being done to that gentleman; that her B. M’s 
Government has treated with lenity that of Honduras, by reason of 
their weakness and poverty; but that their conduct, in Mr Carmichael’s 
case, has no excuse whatever. Her Majesty’s Government will take no 
other step to have justice done, but will avail themselves of the first 
opportunity to exact a full reparation for Mr C. by means of a British 
naval force. Thus I have communicated to you literally his Lordship’s 
expressions, and I beg to add that I hope the Government of Honduras 
will not delay any longer the reparation due Mr C. for the acts of in¬ 
justice committed against his property. 

I have [etc.]. 

And on the 24*.^ July 1859 the following reply was made by the Honduras 
Government. 


Comayagua, July 2, 185g. 

Sir : I have had the honor to receive your note of the 24*;’' June last in 
which you inform me that you have received another from the Earl of 
Malmesbury expressing his regret for the disappointment of the hopes 
Mf Wyke had conceived respecting Mi Carmichael’s claim, and his 
resolution to insist on justice being done to that gentleman; abstaining 
although from taking any other step with that object, but will avail 
himself of the first opportunity to exact the reparation he considers due 
to Mi-C armichael by means of a British naval force. In communicating 
me the contents of his Lordship’s note you express the hope that my 
Government will make the reparation you think due to Mi C. for the 
losses he sustained in his property. Having been informed of all, the 
President has instructed me to answer you that, in spite of the lively 
wishes that he entertains to maintain the best understanding and good 
harmony with H. M. Government, it is impossible for him to accede to 
the demands of Mi Carmichael, who never has been able to show in a 
manner reasonably satisfactory the justice he pretends to have. After 
all that has been said upon this question, during the long time it has 
been under discussion, it is useless to consider it under a justifiable 
aspect. For that reason I think it my duty to limit myself to assure 
you that my Government has the conscience of not having caused any 
injury to Mi Carmichael, and that, consequently, they do not believe 
themselves obliged to make him the reparation he demands. They also 
have the hope that H. M. Government, before employing the public 
force to support this claim, will think it proper to examine it from its 
origin, and, however slight the attention they bestow on it may be, they 
will be persuaded of the deficiency of its foundation. &c. &c. &c 

These notes were translated from the Honduras Gazette of September [—] 
1859. 

After the exchange of ratifications in Guatemala it was immediately an¬ 
nounced that Sir William Gore Ouseley had been recalled, and that Mi Wyke 
had been appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to 
Central America; that he would arrive at Guatemala about the last of Sep¬ 
tember, spend a brief time here, then visit Honduras to adjust some demands 
of the British Government upon that Republic, and thence proceed to Nica¬ 
ragua, his final destination. Mi Wyke did arrive in this city between the 
25*1* and 30*.** Septr. last in the character referred to, and will remain here 
until tomorrow; and then from this will direct his course to Honduras. 
Shortly after Mi Wyke’s departure for England, a commissioner was sent by 
Guatemala to Honduras for the ostensible purpose of assisting in keeping the 
peace between this latter State and Salvador; but, in my opinion, for the 
actual purpose of presenting the views of the Government of Guatemala 
upon the impropriety and impolicy of receiving the Bay Islands by treaty or 



retain those Islands: that, in her hands, they would soon become the strong¬ 
holds of pirates and fillibusters to the manifest peril of Honduras, as well as 
the other Central American States; and that security from these evils con¬ 
sists in leaving these Islands in the possession of Great Britain. In the 
“Gaceta de Nicaragua” of the Sept' last I find the following article, 
which I translate, I fear, but indifferently. 

Upon the consideration made to the Senate relative to the obstacles met 
with by not ratifying the Zeledon and Ouseley treaty, and the project of 
arrangement of the Mosquito question, the Chamber resolved that the 
Executive may act in this affair in conformity with the before proposed 
basis. In our opinion that treaty will remain without effect, and conse¬ 
quently the questions pending between the Republic of Nicaragua and 
Great Britain in reference to the Mosquito territory will remain in 
statu quo. 

I have never seen the treaty referred to in the foregoing, but understand 
it proposes a surrender of British pretension to a protectorate over the 
Mosquito Indians and territory, upon condition that Nicaragua will pay an 
annuity to the Mosquito king of %[blank]. Yet, with terms which seem so 
accomodating, Nicaragua declines the offer, and the condition of Great 
Britain with reference to that territory remains in statu quo. If Honduras 
shall, in imitation of Guatemala’s unconditional surrender, and Nicaragua’s 
refusal to accept, decline to receive a return of the Bay Islands, and disclaim 
title to, or right of sovereignty over them, the objects of British diplomacy 
and intrigue will be achieved; Great Britain will have strengthened her posi¬ 
tion under her construction of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty, and a new 
complication of Central American questions be, I think, presented. You 
have, no doubt, observed with what caution, language is selected and em¬ 
ployed in the construction of the first article of the late treaty, to vest occu¬ 
pancy and the absolute ownership over the country between the Sibun and 
Sarstoon anterior to the date of the Clayton and Bulwer treaty; no such 
caution may be necessary in regard to the Mosquito protectorate from the 
mouth of the San Juan del Norte to the river Roman; and a treaty with 
Honduras couched in the language of the first article of the Guatemala 
treaty, would furnish the proof of Honduras, to the occupancy, ownership 
and sovereignty of Great Britain over the Bay Islands anterior to the date of 
said C and B treaty. Guatemala suddenly and without any coercive appli¬ 
cation of threats of violence, surrenders a large tract of her already diminu¬ 
tive dominions, and, to enable the beneficiary of her bounty to enter upon its 
enjoyment without molestation from the United States, has turned witness 
for Great Britain and proved boundary, occupation and ownership: if 



of Belize—the Bay Islands which command the entrance to the Bay of 
Honduras,—the Mosquito Coast, beginning at the mouth of the Roman 
river in Honduras, distant less than 30 geographical miles from one of the 
larger of the Bay Islands, and running the entire coast length of Nicaragua, 
to, and perhaps below, the mouth of the river San Juan del Norte—with an 
indefinite boundary inland, she can harass, if not command, the commerce 
of the United States, from the river Hondo, in the North, to the San Juan 
del Norte in the South, a distance of more than 1000 miles on the Atlantic 
coast of Central America, and shape the policy and destiny of these States 
at discretion. 

Under all these circumstances, together with the significant fact that the 
negotiations between Guatemala and Great Britain were cautiously kept and 
concealed from me, the suspicions I have confessed have been awakened. 

I confess that I feel embarassed by the circumstances that surround me; 
I have no instructions which contain the views of our Government save those 
of the late Marcy to the President, while the latter was Minister to 
England. From these I understand, with respect to Belize, that our Govern¬ 
ment would not insist upon a surrender of its possession, but would resist the 
pretension of Great Britain to regard it as a colonial possession with sovereign 
rights, or to extend it beyond the limits designated in the original grant, the 
Spanish treaties of 1783 and 1786. And again “an attempt on the part of 
Great Britain to extend Belice, so as to include any part of Central America, 
will be repudiating an express stipulation of the treaty of 19*? April 1850.” 
The provisions of the late Guatemala treaty of April 30^.’^ 1859 are in direct 
violation of the above policy. I delayed presenting a protest until after the 
arrival of the Sept^ mail in the hope that I might receive further instructions; 
but, as I was disappointed in this, I have felt it my duty to protest, in the 
name of the Government of the United States, against this late treaty 
between Guatemala and Great Britain, and to address the President of 
Plonduras, Copies of my protest and letter to the President of Honduras, 
are herewith communicated, marked N °5 3 and 4.^ 

With the information which may be in your Department, my suspicions 
may be regarded as not only unfounded, but unreasonable. Yet, limited to 
my instructions, with no other lights save the past history of English 
diplomacy, and the events transpiring before me, I have acted in discharge 
of what I felt to be a high and imperative duty, and sincerely hope and trust 

1 For the texts of these, both dated October 1,1859, seeabove, this part, docs. 1518 and 1519. 


that my conduct will meet with the approbation of the President, Your 
Department and the Government.^ ... 

I have collected a number of facts, believed to be reliable, connected with 
British occupancy of the Bay Islands, embracing a series of years; which I 
also forward, marked 6.^ If it shall be necessary, I will forward several 

1 This omission referred to a translation of the Constitutional Act of the Republic of Guate¬ 
mala which he enclosed, but which is not of course included in this publication. 

2 The text of this enclosure follows; 


The Bay Islands 
No. 6 

This name has been given to a group of Islands, distant from the coast of the State 
of Honduras from about fifteen to thirty miles, and comprises the Islands of Ruatan, 
(the largest and most important) Bonacca, Utila, Barbararatta, Helena and Morat. 
They abound in fine harbors, are very fertile and healthy, and the abundant springs of 
water there are unequalled for purity and sweetness by any others in the world. Rua¬ 
tan is about twenty seven miles long and from one mile and a half to three miles wide. 
These Islands were discovered by Columbus in 1502 and were formally taken possession 
for the crown of Spain. At that time they were densely populated by Indians. During 
the expeditions of the English Pirates to the Coast of Central America, the_ superior 
facilities offered by these Islands as a place of rendezvous, and for refiting their vessels 
induced them to make a descent, upon them, and in 1642 they got entire possession 
and erected fortifications. In 1650, after the failure of one expedition the Spaniards 
succeeded in defeating the Pirates and compelled them to evacuate the Islands. They 
remained in the peaceable possession of Spain until 1742 when England took forcible 
occupation and fortified them; but in 1780 an exfjedition was fitted out in Guatemala, 
that drove the English from the place. By referring to “Thompson's Treaties," it will 
be seen that by the treaty of peace of 1783 it was provided that England should abandon 
the continent “and all Islands whatever dependent upon it.” And as England at¬ 
tempted to evade the provisions of the treaty a further article was agreed to in 1786 
by which it was provided that they should “evacuate the country of the Mosquitos 
as well as the continent in general, and the Islands adjacent without exception”. 

In 1796 the English again made a descent upon these Islands, and placed there a 
large number of Carib Indians forced from their homes in the Island of St. Vincent’s, 
&c.: but in 1797 the Islands surrendered to another expedition sent by the Spaniards 
from the main land, and the English entirely evacuated them. 

From that period up to the Independence of the States of Central America, Spain 
retained a military station there; the principal Island (Ruatan) being occupied as a 
penal settlement. At the time of that event the State of Honduras took possession 
in right of their being within her jurisdiction, and no dispute or protest against that 
right was ever made either by England or any other power. 

In 1830, whilst the States of Central America were in a state of peace with England, 
the then Superintendent of Belize made a descent upon and took possession of the 
Islands, driving off the authorities of Central America; but the States made an immedi¬ 
ate remonstrance, and in consequence the act was disavowed by the English Government 
and the Islands restored to Honduras. 

Affairs continued in this State, the Islands being In the peaceful possession of Hon¬ 
duras until 1836, when a few British subjects settled on the Island of Ruatan. The 
first three persons were M'Nab, Ross, and Hugh Garvin, all Scotchmen. They com¬ 
menced the first regular plantations on a small scale, and obtained permits of residence 
from the authorities of Honduras, residing at Truxillo. Between that period and 1841 
the Islands were repeatedly visited by both English and American vessels in search of 
cocoa nuts, lancewood spars, &c. and also by several turtling vessels from the Caymans 
Islands. These latter conveyed back such glowing accounts of the place that several 
liberated slaves, as well as their former masters came there to settle,—these people were 
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protests of Honduras against the occupancy of these islands by Great 
Britain; together with curious facts connecting Lord Palmerston with the 
publication of John Daily’s Map of Central America of 1850, and the location 

were making a profit by selling plaintain, &c, to the vessel were highly exasperated, 
and in connection with the parties who refused to apply for permits, made a complaint 
to Col. McDonald, the Superintendent of the British Settlement at Belize, to the effect 
that they were British subjects and that they were being treated with the greatest 
indignities and tyranny by the authorities of Honduras.* 

* Hugh Garvin, one of the principal settlers stated in 1850, that the most extravagant 
lies were told Col. McDonald, about the bad treatment they were receiving, whereas in 
fact they were never interfered with at all; but that they were determined to “ get rid of 
the b—y Spaniards as they were Papists.” 

Shortly after Col. McDonald proceeded to Ruatan, in the British sloop of war 
“Rover,” and having first visited Coxen’s Hole to hear the complaints of the settlers, 
he went to the harbor now called Port Royal, where the Commandant, some soldiers 
and prisoners resided. _Hi_s first act was to haul down the flag of Honduras and sub¬ 
stitute that of Great Britain,_and threatening the people there with death, if they pre¬ 
sumed to haul it down, he sailed out of the harbor. Scarcely however had he passed 
the jimits of the harbor, when the English flag was hauled down, and that of Honduras 
again substituted. Exasperated at this he returned, and the flag of I-Ionduras was not 
only hauled down again and trampled under foot, but was defiled by one of the middies; 
the people were compelled forcibly to embark, in an open boat, which was towed by 
the Rover across the open sea to the mouth of the harbor of Truxillo, on the main land, 
and was there cut adrift, leaving the people to find their way ashore as well as they could. 

Against this act of aggression, (and that too in time of peace and without any ostensi- 
ble_ reason) Ilonduras immediately protested, but no notice was at that time taken 
of it. In 1843, however, *Col. McDonald was recalled from the Superintendency of 

* It was during his administration that he seized upon that part of Guatemala ex¬ 
tending to the Sarstoon river and aback to the boundary now claimed by Great Britain. 
The jgreater part of the lands so seized upon were granted away by him to his partic¬ 
ular favorites in Belize. 


Belize, and Col. Fancourt was appointed in his stead. On his arrival the Government 
of Honduras addressed him a letter on the subject, and he referred them to the British 
Government. Subsequently Mr Chatfield, the British Consul at Guatemala, addressed 
a note to the authorities of Honduras, in which a gross and deliberate falsehood was 
uttered,—namely that the act of hauling down the Honduras flag was done by order 
of the English Government. 

It is necessary here to remark that neither Col. McDonald, nor any agent of the 
English Government ever attempted to exercise any jurisdiction in the Islands at this 
period. In the meantime a large number of emigrants kept arriving, (of different 
nations,) but principally free negroes from the Cayman’s Islands. Among these settlers 
were two or three who were very anxious for oflice, and were continually urging upon 
Col. Fancourt to visit Ruatan and appoint magistrates for them, as such was the wish of 
the settlers. In January 184^5, therefore, just after the performance of that solemn farce, 
the coronation of the Mosquito King, Col. Fancourt, accompanied by *Robert Temple, 

* This notorious individual, so obnoxious to the people of Belize, and better known there 
as the “drunken judge,” asserted upon one occasion, on a trial for a murder committed 
near the Sarstoon river, in a charge to a jury—that “England took possession of that 
territory (part of Guatemala) to the Sarstoon River and aback, because it was un- 




recognizing the authority of the crown, if they wished it, he would appoint magistrates 
from among them. The great mass of the people present refused to submit to this pro¬ 
posal, unless he. Col. Fancourt, would positively declare that the Islands were in full 
and formal possession of the Crown. This he stated he could not do. _ The consequence 
was, that he, in opposition to the wishes of the people, and at the instigation of a person 
named Uin El win, who said the people would afterwards submit, proceeded to appoint 
five magistrates—of course individuals in favor of his peculiar views; the said Uin El win 
being the first appointed. Among these so appointed magistrates was a free negro 
from Cayman’s, named *Connor, who could neither read or write! The people declared 

* On the occasion of an important trial before these magistrates, this individual was 
asked his opinion of the case by Elwin. He replied “ de same as yours Sah! Whatever 
you say I grees to um”!—an immaculate magistrate truly! 

in a body that they would not submit to these magistrates, or to any authority of Col. 
Fancourt's unless they were satisfied that he had the power and the right to do as he 
was then doing. His reply was that it was the “ prerogative of the Crown to appoint 
and the duty of the subject to obey, and that he for the time being represented the 
Crown.” 

These magistrates held some sittings and endeavored to try some cases, but they 
could not enforce obedience, and their decisions were disregarded and treated with 
contempt. They appealed to Col. Fancourt, but he declined to interfere again, and as 
his act was never sustained by either the Governor of Jamaica or the British Gov¬ 
ernment, his magistrates were not recognized by the settlers. 

A few months after this an important occurrence took place. An English vessel got 
stranded on the reef at Bonacca, and a large number of the free negroes, better known as 
“Caymen's Pirates,” proceeded to her and under pretence of assisting, robbed and 
plundered all they could. The Captain afterwards proceeded to Belize and made 
complaint in writing to the Superintendent. The Colonial Secretary, Mr George Berke¬ 
ley, addressed him a reply in which he stated that he was “instructed by Her Majesty's 
Superintendent to inform him that he could not interfere in the matter as he had no 
jurisdiction over the Islands. This took place in 1846. 

* In 1846 the settlers finding they were left entirely to themselves, and having been re- 

* Mr Squier, in his Notes on Central America has published a very erroneous state¬ 
ment about all the proceedings at the Bay Islands. 

peatedly informed that H. M. Government neither possessed or exercised any juris¬ 
diction over the Islands, held a Public Meeting to consider what under the circum¬ 
stances, they had best do, as the population was rapidly encreasing and it became 
absolutely necessary to institute some form of Government. At this meeting a resolu¬ 
tion was adopted to elect five magistrates, who were to serve for one year, and also 
to form a Public Meeting or Assembly, to consist of thirteen members who were to 
enact laws, &c. Of these proceedings Col. Fancourt was advised formally, through the 
Clerk of the Meeting, and here the matter rested. In 1847 and 1848 elections for magis¬ 
trates took place, and every thing went on well. In November, 1849 another election 
took_ place and Mf W“ Fitz Gibbon, an American was elected the Senior or Chief 
Magistrate. The population of the Islands had now increased to from 1,800 to 2,000 
souls, and as severM well informed and educated persons were among them, it was 
det^mined at the Public Meeting in the month of January, 1850, to proceed and organ¬ 
ize in a more formal manner the local government. A short time prior to this a letter 
had been addressed to Hon. John M. Clayton whilst Sec’y of State of the United States, 
by a gentleman interested in the_ affairs of the Islands. In reply to this letter Mr 
Clayton stated: “that under no circumstances would the Gov't of the United States 
permit the Gov’t of Great Britain to interfere with the affairs of the settlers at Ruatan.” 
This was generally known to the people and gave them great confidence and satisfaction. 

At the meeting alluded to a committee of five was appointed to report on the condition 
of affairs, and recommend some general system of government, and to report at an early 
day. In the first days of February the adjourned meeting was held and the Committee 
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I neglected to state that I am advised the late treaty here, came from the 
foreign Office in London already printed, except that article upon the 
subject of the road. 


selves. Honduras owned the territory, and although the majority of the settlers were 
British subjects, yet Her Majesty’s Representatives declined interfering in their affairs 
unless solicited so to do. The Committee therefore recommended the organization of 
an Assembly, the member of which receiving the largest number of votes, should be the 
Chief Magistrate or Governor; the forming of a Supreme and a Grand Court, for the 
trial of grave ci-iminal and other cases to be presided over by a Chief Justice, who in 
the absence or incapacity of the Chief Magistrate was to act as such, and of a lesser 
court for petty cases. The mode of holding elections was also provided for, &c. &c. 
The elections were held, and John James Hall, Esq, for some time U. S. Vice Consul 
at Mansanelllo [Manzanillo], in the Island of Cuba, was elected Chief Magistrate, and 
Mf W’^' Fitz Gibbon, Chief Justice. Other Judges were also elected as well as members 
of the Assembly—in a word the Government was formally organized. No opposition 
was made by any of the settlers to these proceedings except by the before mentioned Uin 
Elwin, Colonel Fancourt's tool; on the contrary the approval was most enthusiastic. 
A meeting of the Legislative Body was held and laws made and approved of, and the 
Supreme and Grand Court held their Sessions. In the latter part of April Mr Hall had 
to absent himself from the Islands, and in accordance with the local Constitution Mr 
Fitz Gibbon became Acting Chief Magistrate. 

In May the British War Schr. “ Bermuda,” Lieut. Jolly, commanding, arrived at the 
principal settlement at Coxen’s Hole, This gentleman waited upon Mr Fitz Gibbon, 
and recognized his authority inasmuch as he solicited him to call a meeting of the 
settlers, to hear a letter read from Sir Charles Grey, the Governor of Jamaica; as in 
consequence of representations made by certain British subjects residing on the Islands, 
it was important to hear their complaints, and know their wishes and wants. 

Mr Fitz Gibbon informed Lieut. Jolly that a formal Government had been organized, 
and that without the consent of the settlers it could not be altered, unless, indeed, 
H. M. Gov't declared the Islands attached to the Crown, or compelled submission by 
force. In order, however, to satisfy Lieut. Jolly, Sir Chas. Grey and the British Gov't, 
of the state of the feelings of the settlers on the subject, he would call the meeting. 
This was done and the largest meeting ever held on the Islands was convened at the 
Court House. 

At this meeting Lieut. Jolly distinctly and positively stated that his instructions 
were to ascertain the wishes of the settlers; that if they wished to place themselves 
under the protection of the Crown, it would be afforded them, and a Stipendiary and 
other Magistrates would be appointed, for the payment of whom they must make pro¬ 
vision by levying a tax of one shilling sterling per acre on all lands cultivated; on the 
other hand that if they did not want such protection they would be left to themselves. 

Mr Fitz Gibbon then addressed the meeting in reply, and after giving the settlers 
every information on the subject in his power, finally asked Lieut. Jolly if H. M. Gov’t 
claimed jurisdiction over the Islands. To this question, Lieut. J. said he must decline 
replying. Then said Mr F. until H. M. Gov't replies definitely to this question, we wish 
to be left to ourselves; we are perfectly competent to manage our own affairs, and we 
recognize these Islands as the territory of Honduras: and now, to satisfy you, Sir, and 
all whom it may concern of the truth of my assertion, a vote upon the wishes of the 
people will now be taken. This was done immediately and the entire vote, (except only 
two notoriously obnoxious individuals named *Uin Elwin and Thomas Nilton, both 

* This fellow always afterwards carried a revolver with the butt end sticking out, 
(that it might be seen) fearing that he would receive some ill usage at the hands of the 
settlers, for the obnoxious course he was pursuing against them. 
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Since writing the foregoing I have received from the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs a reply to my protest, which drew from me a short rejoinder; copies 

of many of the children attending the Baptist and Methodist Schools, and afterwards 
sent this precious document to Belize, stating it to be the act of a majority of the settlers, 
and that it was opposed only by a few malcontents. Col. Fancourt despatched it 
immediately to Jamaica. ^ t 1 j t n* 

During this period affairs continued in the same state on the Islands. Intelligence 
had been received of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty and it gave the greatest satisfaction. 
Steps were being taken to send a delegation to Comoyagua, the capital of Honduras, 
in order to obtain the sanction of its Gov’t, to the system established upon the Islands, 
and to secure full titles of possession from that Gov't to the lands occupied by the 
settlers. When, lo! one afternoon in August, some six weeks after the ratification of the 
Clayton-Bulwer treaty, the Bermuda, Lieut. Jolly, again made her appearance. Mf 
Fitz Gibbon proceeded on board and was informed by Lieut. Jolly, that Sir Charles Grey 
had sent down the vessel again pursuant to the wishes of the British subjects on the 
Islands, and that therefore the local Gov’t must cease. He also stated that a complaint 
had been made against him, Mf F., of having declared the Islands under American 
protection, and of having the American flag hoisted at his residence; *that his, Lieut. 

*No part of this charge against Mr F. was true, except that he had hoisted an 
American flag on the 4 ^ of July; in this he considered himself justified as an English 
flag had been hoisted by another on the Queen’s Birthday. 

Jolly’s instructions were, in the event of finding the American flag flying at Mr F.’s 
residence, to request him to haul it down, but that if he refused or declined doing so, then 
to fire upon the flag and house and destroy them. 

All opposition to this flagrant act of injustice was of course out of the question thus 
supported by the guns of a vessel of war, and the local government from that hour 
ceased. Mr Fitz Gibbon then issued the following protest:— 

PROTEST 

Against the occupation of Ruatan, Bonacca, Utila, Barbaratta, Morat, Elena, «S:c. 
by the British Government: 

WHEREAS, in the month of August, last past, Lieut. Jolly, commanding H. B. M. 
war schooner “Bermuda” took formal possession of these Islands, in behalf of the 
British Crown, declaring them to be a British Colony under the title of the “Colony 
of the Bay Islands” and gave unto certain individuals a Commission to act as Magis¬ 
trate: 

I, William Fitz Gibbon, Chief Justice of said Islands, as elected by the people, and 
Acting Chief Magistrate as provided for by the Constitution (adopted by the people) 
in the absence of John Jarnes Hall, Esq. the Chief Magistrate, do most solemnly protest, 
in the name of the Sovereign State of Honduras, whose territorial right is indisputable, 
and in the name of the local authorities of these Islands, against the said occupation, 
and declare it to be illegal, unjustifiable, and an act of usurpation against existing 
treaties, as follows:— 

Because the said occupation is made in defiance of the publicly expressed wishes 
of the settlers, as given by them at a Public Meeting held at the Court House, by the 
request of the said Lieut. Jolly, upon which occasion two votes only were given in favor 
of British protection, namely Uin Elwin and Thomas Hilton, whilst the remainder 
of the meeting, consisting of all the principal settlers, voted against the measure. 

2° Because the letter purporting to have been addressed to Sir. Chas. Grey by the 
settlers, and upon which the right of occupation is grounded, was never presented for 
signature at a Public Meeting, as required by the local laws of these Islands, but was 
written by the aforesaid Uin Elwin, who by threats and intimidation obtained/owr/eett 
signatures out of a population of 1,800, and affixed or caused to be affixed thereto the 
i^mes of the children of^ the Methodist and Baptist Schools, and forwarded the same to 
Col. Fancourt, the British Superintendent at Belize, declaring it to contain the wishes 
of all the inhabitants,^ except a few malcontents. 


oi said reply ana rejoinaer are nerewim enclosed, marKea 7 ana o.* 
This reply is a remarkable production in many respects: it declares distinctly 
and categorically that the intervention of a “foreign agent” cannot be ad¬ 
mitted in an affair in which he cannot be considered, “in any manner, 
authorized to interfere”; and in the very next paragraph speaks of “well 
founded reasons, which she had and retains, to believe” &c—and declares 
that one of the principal reasons that determined the Government of Guate¬ 
mala to “sign that arrangement,” was “the persuasion the Government had, 
that it may greatly facilitate the settlement of the difficulties, which have 
existed in regard to Central America, between two powerful nations:” 
strange that these existing difficulties should be of such a character as so far 
to enlist the sympathies of Guatemala, as to induce her to constitute them 
the principal motives that determined her to sign that arrangement. And 
yet, Guatemala cannot consider the accredited agent of one of these nations 
to be in “any manner authorized to interfere.” It is proper that I should 
not close this dispatch without alluding briefly to these well-founded reasons 
which Guatemala “had and entertains;” these, I am satisfied consist alone 
of ex-parte communications made by Wyke the English Plenipotentiary, 
who was in Guatemala at the time my protest was delivered, has been ever 
since, and saw it immediately; it being shown to him, as he has admitted to 
me; for I cannot believe that the Government at Washington had, at the 
date of the treaty, or has since communicated any intelligence to Guatemala 
upon the subject. To fortify the Government here against the exceptions 

4^ Because by a solemn treaty entered into between the United States and Great 
Britain in the month of April of the present year, 1850, and confirmed and ratified by 
both Governments on the 5^*^ of July last past, neither power could establish colonies, 
settlements or fortifications in any part of Central America, and as on the dates in 
question the British Government had not a solitary representative in these Islands, the 
Government being vested in officers elected by the people—the occupation is now made 
in open violation of said treaty. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Ruatan, this fifteenth day of September in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 

(Signed) william fitz gibbon. 

Chief Justice and 
Acting Chief Magistrate. 

It was not, however, until either the month of December, 1850, or January, 1851, 
that a formal commission for the new magistrates to act arrived, signed by Sir, Chas. 
Grey—(during which period no authority mav be said to have existed in the Islands) 
more than six months after the ratification of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. The authori¬ 
ties of Honduras protested also. Affairs remained in this state until the month of 
August, 1852, when Col, Wodehouse, the new Superintendent of Belize, visited the 
Islands, and the whole business was more formally accomplished. The same month 
Mr Fitz Gibbon returned there from the United States to find his property a wreck, and 
the lands occupied by him under the local laws, and with the consent of the authorities 
of Honduras, in the possession of others. This month also a boat from Truxillo 
arrived bringing the final protest of Honduras, In September, Mr Cuyler, a Stipendiary 
Magistrate arrived from Belize and took charge of the Government of the so-called 


with the approbation oi the (government at Washington, ana nas snown 
him a copy of a treaty signed by Dallas and Lord Clarendon in London 
on the 17-.^ October 1856;^ and these recent disclosures furnished the reasons 
for the well founded belief that the Government of Guatemala ''had and 
retains”. M- Wyke has, within the last two days, communicated the same 
intelligence to me. Of the approbation of our Government I had heard 
nothing until his statement of the proposed treaty agreed upon between M ? 
Dallas and Lord Clarendon, I had heard, perhaps before I left home, but as 
Your Excellency has been silent upon the subject, and no copy thereof is 
found in the Archives of this Legation, I cannot notice it; indeed if a copy had 
been in my possession, I could not have regarded it of sufficient authority, 
in its present shape, to constitute it the bases of my action; the more es¬ 
pecially when I have seen no move made towards a return of the Bay 
Islands. 

I have not the shadow of a doubt, that if Wyke and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs were called on as men of honor, they would both admit the 
correctness of the foregoing; and that these well-founded reasons were un¬ 
known to the Government of Guatemala at the time the treaty was made, 
and never known until since M- Wyke’s return. I enclose herewith a slip 
from the “Morning Edition” of “The New York Flerald” of August 29*.^ 
1859, containing the protest of Pedro Jos6 Valenzuela, and three others of 
the Council of State of Guatemala;^ you will agree with me, I think, that it is 
singular that these “principal reasons” receive no notice in this protest, 
claimed, as they are, to have exercised an influence so powerful upon the 
deliberations of that Council.^ . . . Oct 22^^ 185g. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 

1 See below, vol. vil, pt. 11, containing Communications from Great Britain. 

*This protest, dated May i, 1859, occupies a column and a half of fine newspaper print; 
it is a protest of a minority against the action of the majority of the council which consented 
to the ratification of the treaty with Great Britain. 

2 This omitted portion requested the return of the newspaper clipping—which request 
was apparently disregarded, unless a duplicate was substituted—and referred to an enclosure 
No. 10 containing two omissions from his protest. No such enclosure is now to be found in 
the manuscript volume. A final paragraph discussed matters of routine, such as accounts 
and needed stationery supplies. 



Pedro de Aycinena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, to Beverly L. 
Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras * 

[translation] 


No. 7 Guatemala City, October i8, iSsp^ 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the communication 
signed by His Excellency the Honorable Beverly L. Clarke, Minister resident 
of the United States in this Republic dated the i®.*' inst.^ but which was not 
delivered to me until the lo*!', containing an exposition and protest against 
the Treaty signed by Plenipotentiaries of Guatemala and Great Britain on 
the 30^.^ of April last for the purpose of designating definitively the bounds and 
limits between this Republic and the British settlement of Belize— I have 
also duly received another communication of His Excellency, dated the 
I jth 3 making an addition to the former— 

The foundation of that protest seems to be the opinion that the Treaty 
between Guatemala and G^ Britain, to which it alludes, is a violation of the 
Convention commonly known by the name of Clayton-Bulwer Treaty— 
signed on the 19*^!' of April 1850. If the arrangement in regard to boundaries, 
entered into between Guatemala and Great Britain—constitutes a violation 
of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, it is not incumbent upon the Government of 
this Republic to discuss this question, nor is it a competent judge of it— 
having had no part in that Convention—Plis Excellency M*’ Beverly L. 
Clarke cannot but know that in any case—if there were a motive to protest— 
such a protest should be directed to the Government of Great Britain and 
not to that of Guatemala— 

In agreeing upon the arrangement of the boundaries between this Republic 
and the British settlement of Belize—this Government is under the belief 
that it consults her most important interests—exercising the unquestionable 
right that pertains to it to act with entire independence in a matter which 
only concerns the wellfare of the Republic— I must therefore, declare dis¬ 
tinctly and categorically that I cannot admit the intervention of a foreign 
Agent in an affair in which, I say it with due respect—I cannot consider him 
to be in any manner authorized to interfere— 

This principle being established—I have to inform His Excellency the 
Minister resident of the United States—as a proof of my consideration, that 
the Government of Guatemala had, and retains well founded reasons to 
believe, that the boundary Treaty signed on the 30*.'' of April last, may be 
favourably considered by the Cabinet of Washington, it being entirely in 


1 Despatches, Guatemala, voL 3, enclosure No. 7, with Clarke to the Secretary of State, 

K.T _ ^ -.t _‘a.. _1 __J ^1- 4.U* ^^^4- T 


accordance with the views heretofore manifested upon this point—and that 
one of the principal reasons that determined the Government of Guatemala 
to sign that arrangement—so much desired and long sought for—was the 
persuation that the Government had—that it may greatly facilitate the 
settlement of the difficulties which have existed in regard to Central Amer¬ 
ica, between two powerful Nations— This Government on its part enter¬ 
tains a full confidence that, sooner or later, justice shall be done to the up¬ 
rightness of its intentions— 

Not being able in any manner to admit the reasonings expressed in the 
communication of the Honorable Beverly L. Clarke' tending to show that 
this affair has been treated guardedly and with an unusual reserve, when on 
the contrary it has been conducted in the form accustomed everywhere in 
similar cases, I cannot but remind His Excellency—before concluding this 
dispatch—of the entire frankness and plainness with which I informed him 
of the terms agreed upon in the boundary arrangement—even giving him 
confidentially a true copy of the Treaty a few days after it had been signed, 
on the ocasion of His Excellency’s considering it convenient to speak to 
me on the subject— 

I avail myself of this opportunity [etc.]. 


1522 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras 
to Pedro de Aycinena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala ^ 

No. 8 Guatemala City, October xp, i8sp. 

Sir; The undersigned has the honor to state, that he has received the 
communication signed by Your Excellency, bearing date October 18*.*' 1859.2 
in reply to a communication of his own, addressed to Your Excellency on the 
I".* Oct 1859.2 Respectfully waiving a review of Your Excellencies entire 
communication for the present, the undersigned would invite the attention of 
Your Excellency to the no doubt, unintentional error with respect to time, 
which occurs in the following paragraph of Your Excellencies said communi¬ 
cation. “ I cannot but remind his Excellency before concluding this despatch 
of the entire frankness and plainness with which I informed him of the terms 
agreed upon in the boundary arrangement, to the effect of giving him confi¬ 
dentially, a true copy of the treaty, a few days after it had been signed. On 
the occation of his Excellencies thinking it proper to speak with me upon the 
subiect.” 



last, when we met at a breakfast at the Bishop’s Palace. Upon that day, 
and upon that occation for the first time, the subject of the Treaty was al¬ 
luded to between us. The Undersigned then stated to your Excellency that 
he had noticed in the “Gazette” an Article to the effect that a treaty had 
been recently solumnised between the Republic of Guatemala & Great 
Britain establishing boundary &c, to which your Excellency replied in sub¬ 
stance, that “such was the fact”— And that in drawing the treaty your 
Excellencies Government had been Governed by the treaty of 1850, between 
Great Britain & the United States ”— After other remarks we both allowed 
the conversation to cease in deference to the occation. On the ensueing day 
the undersigned saw your Excellency at the Foreign Office, at which time and 
place we had other conversation with reference to said treaty; the under¬ 
signed then expressed a desire to see said treaty, and your Excellency pro¬ 
posed to furnish him a copy requesting that the undersigned should only 
furnish his Government with a synopsis thereof. Within a day or two this 
copy was furnished. These two are the only occations on which any conver¬ 
sations whatever, have ever passed between your Excellency and the Under¬ 
signed upon the subject of said Treaty, he therefore deems it proper to ask 
the attention of your Excellency to the foregoing facts, by way of locating 
the time at which we had the conversations to which your Excellencies com¬ 
munication refers, and the time when the copy was furnished to him by your 
Excellency— 

The Undersigned with pleasure [etc.]. 


1523 

Pedro de Aycinena, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, to Beverly L. 
Clarke, United Stales Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras ^ 

Guatemala City, October 22, i8S9- 

Sir: I have had the honour to receive your excellency’s note of the 19*.*" in 
which you acknowledge the receipt of mine of the 18^.^,^ and you are pleased 
to remind me that it was on the 3"? of July when the conversation upon the 
subject of the Convention signed on the 30*.^* of April, took place, and not a 
few days after it was signed, as, undoubtedly by mistake, I expressed it in 
the last paragraph of my said dispatch. 

I took note, neither of the conversation nor of the date when it took place, 
and at the time of mentioning that circumstance, knowing that on the 

> Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3, enclosed with Clarke to the Secretary of State, No. 14, 

•urihl*! •mndhorrinf-e nf ooth flnrl ooA flhnvft. fhis nart. ICJ20. 
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PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 


of May a notice was published in the Gazette of that Convention having 
been signed, I naturally supposed that the conversation and subsequent 
delivery of the copy, had occurred in those days. Your Excellency s indica¬ 
tion has remined me perfectly that it was on the 3*^ of July, and thus the 
frase in my note of the I 8 ^^ can be mended, saying: a short time after, in 
the first days of July Sfc. 

It is satisfactory to me to be able to comply with the wish manifested by 
Your Excellency of having that rectification made; and I avail myself of this 
opportunity [etc.]. 


1524 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 3 San Jos^;, Costa Rica, October [31] ^ 185 

Sir: Through Tho* Francis Meagher, Esqt®, bearer of the State Depart¬ 
ment, your Despatches 3 and N’ 4, dated respectively Sepf^ 22^, and 
October 3^, 1859,® together with their accompaniments, have been duly 
received.^. . . 

Considering the time, when the news of the change—I cannot call by any 
other name that which has hitherto left but partial traces of commotion 
behind it—^when the news of the change in the affairs of Costa Rica must 
have reached the United States, and the date of the departure of the last 
steamer from New York; I had entertained an anxious hope that some 
indications might have come to me, from the Department, in relation to the 
course, which it would have had me to pursue in the case. I regret to find, 
at so late a period as that of the 3^ of October instant, that the Department 
should have observed, on the subject, a silence no doubt justified by its own 
wisdom and foresight. That silence, however, I find less reason to regret, as 
it has almost justified me in inferring that our government, being made 
aware of the fact of the revolution in Costa Rica, had rested on the discretion 


^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, voL 5. Received November 23. 

* In the original document, the day of the month was omitted; but in the first paragraph 
of his No. 4, dated October 31, 1859, below, this part, doc. 1525, he mentions his “No. 3 of 
this date.” 


2 For instruction No. 3 of September 22,1859, see above, pt. i, doc. 1121; but No. 4 of October 
3 is not included in this publication. The latter told Dimitry of the offer of the Nicaraguan 
government to return, through the consul of the United States at San Tuan, two vessels 



emergencies oi the occasion. 

What that course has been, and what the main motives, which induced me 
to it, I have already communicated to my government, in my despatch of 
the 29^’^ of September ultimo.^ Since that period, and on a most scrupulous 
review, I have had no reason, the slightest, to revert doubtingly on its 
propriety. In the absence of an approval of my conduct—of even an intima¬ 
tion that a knowledge of it had reached the Department—and under the 
still abiding impression that the President will have deemed that the step, 
which I took, in recognizing the existing government of Costa Rica, by the 
presentation of my credentials, was neither injudicious nor unseasonable; 
but that it was one taken with a view to the best results; I am daily con¬ 
vinced that the act, in consideration of the time when it was performed, and 
in regard of the authorities concerned, will, in the end, tell beneficially on the 
interests of the United States in this country. It was natural that an ad¬ 
ministration, which had come into power through a revolutionary agency, 
should look to the decision of the American Minister with no common degree 
of anxiety. Of that fact, I must, by mere induction, have been fully aware. 
But, in addition to this, I was, indirectly, informed that such an anxiety, on 
the part of the new government, waited on the contemplated action, which 
the representative of the United States might take, and which I, in that 
capacity, considered it my duty to pursue. 

The course, which I was inclined to adopt, both by the suggestions of 
expediency and the demands of duty, has left me, I beg leave to repeat, so far 
no reason for a single regret. 

The cordiality, which first welcomed the arrival of the American Minister 
in this capital, converted, after the presentation, into the most marked 
attentions, satisfied me that, however hollow the cordiality might have 
been, the attentions indicated a sense of gratification, at least, that the 
countenance of the United States had not been turned away from the existing 
government. Since my admission to an audience, I have had abundant 
proof of that fact, derived from my official and private intercourse with the 
Provisional President and the members of his Cabinet. That intercourse 
has given me an opportunity of judging that they are men possessing fair 
capacities. The Provisional President, D- Josdi Maria Montealegre, is 
generally acknowledged, even by those politically opposed to him, to be a 
good just and virtuous citizen—a somewhat unusual attribute among the 
public functionaries of these countries;—whilst the three members of his 
Cabinet, Jimenez of the Foreign Relations, M^ Aguilar, of the Treasury, 
M"" Volio of the Interior, and the Judge of the Supreme Court—late a Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic—are men of admitted abilities, if not of moral integrity. 



For their political integrity, however, if the latter can be separated from the 
former, it were no safe undertaking to vouch. As a general thing. Central 
America is not allowed to be a region, in which the civic virtues are a re¬ 
dundant element, in the character of public servants. Whatever may be 
the standard of the men now in power, one fact you may receive as certain; 
and that is, that the leanings of a majority of them are decidedly English. 
A variety of circumstances seems to have prepared the way, and shaped the 
tendencies of this state of things. Among these circumstances, I can dis¬ 
tinctly trace the influence of British capital, invested in trade and wielded 
by men, who are, at once, merchants in the counting-house, judges in the 
courts of justice and ministers in the councils of State. Besides this, we 
have, among the leading men, to advert to the considerations of education 
and of travel; some having received their training in England, and most of 
them, who, having visited her shores, have never yet witnessed the operation 
of the political and social system working within our boundaries. Much of 
this influence may also be referred to relations of an even more binding 
character;—the marriage of Costa Ricans with English parties, and, con¬ 
versely, of Englishmen into Costa Rican families. True that the latter 
condition is the case with two or three of our own citizens, but this is a mere 
link in a chain which seems to weigh, so far, preponderantly against our 
peculiar ideas and immediate interests. The fact of their being thus con¬ 
nected exerts but a very inconsiderable influence on those interests, as they 
are connected with merely respectable families; whilst the others are allied 
to native families of official position and, consequently, of political power. 
This is not the case merely now; but it has been so heretofore and from the 
very period of time, which marks the origin of British ascendency in this 
Republic. Another opinion and one of which I am the faintest echo, while 
I feel that it leads me on delicate grounds—^is that, so far, the agents of the 
United States, however otherwise well fitted for the defense of American 
rights, have as a general thing, from their ignorance of the language of the 
people and, therefore, from their inability immediately to commerce with 
them, been unable to combat individual misconceptions, remove national 
prejudices and consult great objects, which, after all, are best subserved by 
direct and personal appeals to the interests of those, with whom they are 
brought in contact. 

Admonished by these suggestive lessons of the past, I beg leave to assure 
you. Sir, that, in no particular of either my official intercourse or social 
converse, have I neglected, up to this moment, fairly and honorably to exert 
every appliance in my power to smooth the way to the termination of a 
mission, which, I sincerely hope, mav not cease without somp mpacsiirp nf 



installation of the National Constituent Assembly, returned by the popular 
vote at the elections of the 2^ of October, announced to you, in my despatch 
N“ 2,^ as then being in progress. From the National Palace, where the 
ceremony of swearing the members and the officers of the Assembly took 
place, the procession, composed of the Authorities, the Clergy, with the 
Bishop at their head, and the body of the laity, repaired to the Cathedral of 
San Jos6, where the exercises were closed by a. Te Deum of thanks. 

With many of the men, who compose that Assembly, I have had oppor¬ 
tunities, unsought by me, to converse. Indeed, some of them have called, 
privately, for such suggestions. as might enable them understandingly to 
frame their organic law in a spirit better calculated, than hitherto, to secure 
the ends of a republican government. Such suggestions as I could make, 
without any seeming intrusion in their municipal concerns, I have freely 
and cheerfully extended to them. It appears that, satisfied by a sad ex¬ 
perience, of the insufficiency of one chamber duly to resist, or rather of its 
adaptation to subserve, the encroaching powers of the Executive, they have 
resolved to check them by the creation of a senatorial branch, such as exists 
in our Federal and State constitutions. To this object, particularly, their 
inquiries tended; and to these I have returned such answers as duty and 
propriety justified. They have now been some twelve days in session. 
The first of their acts was to recognize and declare the legitimacy of the 
existing government. Among the earliest of their discussions was that of 
an article—that of a State Religion and of the freedom of worship—which I 
thought might In the form presented, trench upon the treaty-stipulations 
between the United States and Costa Rica, and hereafter give rise to difficul¬ 
ties. To that article, I privately and respectfully called the attention of one 
of the members; and it finally passed in such form as, I think, will obviate 
any future complications, should the instrument stand as the organic law of 
the land.^ . . . 

In concluding this Despatch, which, to my great regret, turns mainly on 
general statements, rather than on those substantial facts, which the De¬ 
partment, I am aware, naturally feels anxious to possess, touching questions 
of high importance to the dignity and prosperity of our country; I have 
ardently desired that I might have it in my power to communicate to you. 
Sir, something direct and positive as to the designs and intentions of the 
British government, defined by the action of their mission to this Republic. 
If you will have considered that the ministry of Sir William Gore Ouseley 
was exerted on an administration, which has now ceased to exist, but which 
is known to have been not averse to English views, if not inimical to those 

^ Above, this oart. Seotember 20. iSsQ. doc. r.sid. 



of the United States; if you will have considered in addition that the knowl¬ 
edge of the specific nature of those exertions now rests with those, who, as I 
have already had the honor of intimating to you, are held, and, I believe, 
not unjustly held, to lean to British suggestions and British interests, you 
will, at once, conceive how difficult it must be, where there is no concurring 
will, to obtain information of such a character as that which, touching our 
own interests, I would be pleased to convey to my government. In the in¬ 
terview, for instance, which I had with Sir William, on the occasion of his 
visit to San Jos6 to participate in the ceremonies of inauguration, a relation 
of which I have had the honor of conveying to you; I attempted, within the 
strictest bounds of both official discretion and gentlemanly proprieties, to 
obtain from him a modicum even of information as to the tendencies and 
results of his negotiation, not only in Nicaragua, but also in Costa Rica, 
where, I was satisfactorily informed, he had been stipulating for treaty- 
articles, between his government and that of the Republic. The submissive 
cunning of Machiavelli and the loutish astuteness of Cardinal Ximenes, were 
never more fitly exerted than in the answer which I got in the evasion of my 
inquiries. I was reminded that I must know the peculiar notions of the 
people of Central America; that their expectations are of an extravagant 
nature, and their pretensions in keeping with their expectations. With this 
vague intimation on the part of Sir William, I was, of course, compelled to be 
satisfied. On this subject, however, I am not altogether left to my own 
surmises; and your N? 3, of the 22^ of September,^ which I have maturely 
digested, clearly points out to me the course, which the President expects me 
to pursue in relation to Nicaraguan affairs, so far, as intervening parties, the 
governments of the United States and of Great Britain are concerned. 

In connection with the second point involved,—as to the intentions and 
contemplated stipulations of the treaty, which has been proposed between 
the government of Great Britain and that of ("osta Rica, but which is, as 
yet, in a state of abeyance, I have to state that, neither from the Representa¬ 
tive of the former here, nor from the government of this Republic, which— 
as I have already apprized you—is far from being unfavorable to British 
interests, have I been enabled to obtain any reliable information. I have, 
however, procured, from another source, tliat information which I had failed 
to gather from those, who are, undoubtedly, in possession of every point of 
material importance bearing upon the subject. 

D? Nasario [Nazario] Toledo, who, for some time, and up to the period of 
the revulsion in the affairs of this Republic, had been the Minister of Foreign 
Relations of Costa Rica, happens to have established relations of intimate 


him, in relation to pending questions between the Government of Great 
Britain and that of Costa Rica, I reaped, what I consider to be, substantial 
information as to the causes, which stopped the negotiations between the 
two governments. From the source, to which I have adverted, I derive that 
Sir William proposed to Costa Rica, among other articles, two stipulations of 
a most peculiar character, when they come to be contrasted with the declara¬ 
tions of the Ministry of Great Britain, now in possession of the State Depart¬ 
ment. One of them is that Costa Rica should stipulate for authority, in 
behalf of England, to land troops on the territory of Costa Rica. The other, 
that Costa Rica should exert her good offices to procure, from Nicaragua, the 
recognition of the authority of Great Britain—(those, I think, were the 
words used) over the territory of the Mosquito Indians. To these proposi¬ 
tions, I am told, the late President, J. R. Mora, demurred, and, upon his 
demurrer, Sir William asked time to consult his government. What the 
grounds of the demurrer were, or what was expected from the forthcoming 
instructions, I have not been able to ascertain. Upon the well-known 
axiom, however, of do ut des, I apprehend that President Mora must have 
exacted an equivalent for the demands of Great Britain. The character of 
that equivalent, I have not been able to ascertain. But it will occur to you 
that, in the request to pretermit negotiations, until farther instructions 
could reach him, the Minister of Great Britain must have expected a ratifica¬ 
tion, or a denial, of the terms proposed. These things took place previous 
to the 14^.*^ of August, which put an end to the Mora Administration. But, 
on the of August, the British press from the city of London announced 
to the world that Sir William Gore Ouseley, at his own request, had been 
recalled, and that the duties of his mission were committed to tlie hands of 
M- Ch® L. Wyke. If any just inference were ever allowable, it must cer¬ 
tainly be so in this case, and to this extent, that Sir William, as he had 
already done, to our knowledge, in Nicaragua, had, in Costa Rica, stipulated 
for certain treaty-provisions, which were not within the purview of the agree¬ 
ment of the United States and Great Britain, but, on the contrary, in conflict 
with the understanding between the two governments; and that these being 
ignored by the latter government, it had determined to supplant him. 
These facts, however,—just as they come to me from a source, which I am 
inclined to consider as genuine; and the inferences, which I have ventured to 
derive from them, I leave to your own superior appreciation, with the as¬ 
surance, dear Sir, that I am, most respectfully [etc.]. 



Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 4 San Jose, Costa Rica, October 31, 1859. 

Sir: A due regard for an appropriate reference of official communications, 
on the files of the Department, seems to demand that questions, touching 
Nicaragua, for instance, should not enter into a Despatch relative to Costa 
Rican affairs. Hence I have thought it right, in addition to my N- 3 of this 
date,^ to address you in a separate form; not that I have any thing of direct 
interest bearing on Nicaragua matters; but that I have an explanation to 
offer, which, left undone, might justly expose me to the censure of my 
government. 

It is scarcely necessary that I should say that your instructions have been 
a vade mecum, attending every step, which I have hitherto been able to take 
in furtherance of my duties. In those instructions, referring to the con¬ 
templated conveyance of the mails of the United States, by the Johnson 
contract, over the Nicaragua route, from the i®.* of October instant, I found 
the following: 

I deem it proper you should communicate this fact to the government 
of Nicaragua, in order that no misapprehension may exist on the subject 
and no interruption, which can be avoided, may occur upon the passage. 
&c. 

This branch of the instructions I have, through no neglect, failed to carry 
out. My departure from its tenor will, I trust, be indulged in by the De¬ 
partment, when it will have been possessed of the motives which swayed me 
aside from the line, which you have laid down. 

Previous to my departure, on the 5*^ of September ult. the approaches, 
in the City of New York, of one, or two, of the parties, connected with the 
I®.* of October transit service, contemplated under the contract with the Post 
Office Department;—the doubts and the hesitations, not intended by their 
own language, but impressed upon my mind, as to their real intentions or 
their actual ability in regard to the putting on of the service, in accordance 
both with the conditions of that contract and with the determinations of the 
Executive, had given me serious reason to pause, if. they had not satisfied me, 
as to the intents of the contractors and, if they did entertain any, as to the 
means and appliances in their power, adequate to carry out the stipulated 
terms. 

Independently of this, an interview of protracted length, which, on the 
day previous to my departure from New York. I had had wi>h Mr A/nndpr, 


When, therefore, I came to digest that portion of my instructions and to 
reflect upon it; the result was that it might probably be more politic, in the 
uncertainty of Johnson’s organizing the service, not to convey ofhcial 
information to the government of Nicaragua that the government of the 
United States had provided, by contract, for a practical operation of the 
route, on or about the of October 1859, 

I further considered that, should the uncertainty turn out to. be a reality— 
and the sequel has proved it to be the latter—adverse to the best wishes and 
firm intents of the United States government, my letter of advice, to the 
government of Nicaragua, might, under those adverse circumstances, be 
perverted into an instrument of recrimination against ours. It might have 
said, right or wrong, as I have no doubt it would, in the latter sense, have 
said; The government of the United States taxes us, an impotent people, with 
inability, or indisposition, to fulfil our engagements, whilst they, with all 
their means and powers, cannot ensure the transmission of their mails, from 
ocean to ocean, by agents bound to them by stipulations of contract. Hence, 
under an impression, almost stamped with the character of a certainty, that 
M- Johnson and his associates were not prepared, though they might have 
intended, to carry out their contract by a transportation of the mails; I 
deemed it safer not to put such a weapon in the hands of a government so 
unscrupulous, if not faithless, as that of Nicaragua has shown itself to be in 
every relation, established between the respective governments. 

But another and, a more serious, consideration pressed upon my mind, 
averting its decision from the course indicated by the instructions in the 
premises. Some three or four days before the President had honored me 
with the mission, with which I am charged, information, of which, obliga¬ 
tions of honor forbid me to reveal the source—but information, which came 
to me in a plausible, though unsubstantiated, form—led me to believe that 
the contractors, knowingly or unknowingly I cannot say, might subserve the 
interests of Walker and of his partisans. A memorandum, in which even 
some names appeared, was shown to me, exhibiting an informal agreement to 
convey to Nicaragua, passage free to and fro, and bound for ninety days at 
least, a body of men ostensibly engaged to “cut wood.” 

This fact, which I had occasion, and which I deemed it duty, to communi¬ 
cate to the President, in a private interview, and which seemed to arrest 
his attention, was not overlooked by me when I came to ponder my instruc¬ 
tions. It occurred to me that if the service did go into operation on the 1*.^ 
of October and the steamer, however innocently on the part of the contrac¬ 
tors, should be used to convey the ninety days’ “wood cutters” to the shores 
of Nicaragua, to be afterwards converted into invaders of its soil; its govern- 



Walker’s sudden movements of the and 3^ of October instant, at Mobile 
and New Orleans, respectively, would seem to give color to the information 
and to have looked to a junction with an expected auxiliary force, conveyed 
from New York, had the Johnson contract gone into efiFect; whilst the vigilance 
of the Administration, displayed in the action of the Marshall of that District, 
even on board of the steamer, which took up the mails at short notice, would 
lead to the inference that they were not altogether unapprehensive of a 
probable, pre-concerted, movement at the two points. 

Now that, spite of the vacillations descried in M^^ Vanderbilt’s views, 
reported to the government in my N® i,^ there is a reasonable hope that the 
transit-service will be shortly and firmly re-established, I shall, in the spirit 
of the instructions, at the most favorable opportunity, communicate the fact 
to the Government of Nicaragua; reserving to myself the privilege of adding 
that M? Johnson having failed to comply with his contract, the government 
is authorized to think that other, more efficient contractors, will soon be en¬ 
gaged for the service. Nothing, it seems to me, has been lost by the delay; 
whilst I trust that the Department, considering that something may have 
been gained by it, will not meet such delay with rebuke. 

I have the honor. Sir, [etc.]. 


1526 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Santos Guardiola, President of Honduras ^ 

No. I Guatemala City, November ii, iSfg. 

Sir: Since I last had the honor of addressing Your Excellency on the of 
October 1859,® I have received a Despatch from the Government of the 
United States, enjoining it upon me to proceed to Comayagua, and place 
myself in communication with the Government of Your Excellency, and upon 
terms consistent with the views entertained by the Government of the 
United States, to cooperate with the British Minister, and render all suitable 
aid in bringing to a successful termination negotiations for the restoration of 
the Bay Islands to the Republic of Honduras, their rightful owner. I am 
also instructed to communicate frankly to your Excellency’s Government, 
as well as to the British Minister to Honduras,^ the general views and expec- 

1 Above, this part, September 19, 1859, doc. 1514. 

* l^^si^tches, Guatemala, vol. 3, enclosure No. i with Clarke to the Secretary of State, 
No. 15, below, this part, doc. 1529. 

* Above, this part, doc. 1519. 

^ "IFhe following is the text of Clarke s communication to the British Minister to Honduras 
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tations entertained by my Government with respect to this question. 
Physically prevented by the actual feeble state of my health from a compli¬ 
ance with these instructions by undertaking a journey to Comayagua, I have 
to entreat your Excellency’s forbearance to acept this apology, and permit 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident Minister to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Charles Lennox Wyke, British Minister to Honduras 

Guatemala City, November p, i 8 sg. 

Sir: Since your departure from this City on the 24^’’ October last, I have received a 
Despatch from the Government of the United States, instructing me to proceed to 
Comayagua, and upon terms consistent with the views and expectations entertained 
by my Government, to render such assistance in effecting successful negotiations be¬ 
tween H. B. Ms. Government and that of Honduras as circumstances may place in my 
power, and to communicate frankly to Your Excellency, and to the Government of 
Honduras the general views and expectations entertained by the Government of the 
United States, with respect to the relinquishment to that Republic, of the Bay Islands. 

Physically unable as your Excellency is aware, to comply with these instructions by 
visiting Comayagua in person, I deem it advisable to communicate with Your Ex¬ 
cellency by letter, hoping that a thorough understanding by both parties may facilitate 
negotiations between the Governments of Your Excellency & of Honduras. It is a 
source of the deepest regret to me, that I cannot be upon the ground, as then I might 
assist in removing obstacles as they may arrise. Your Excellency is advised no doubt, 
that the treaty of August 1856 between H. B. M. and the Republic of Honduras, 
refered to in the Second Article of the Clarenden & Dallas treaty of the 17*'’ October 
1856, [See the volume and part containing Communications from Great Britain.—Ed.] 
though not Officially known, was as understood highly objectionable to the Government 
of the United States in many respects. That treaty erected the Bay Islands into a free 
teritory uiider the sovreignty of Honduras, but it then proceeded to deprive that Re¬ 
public of rights without which, its sovreignty over them could scarcely be said to exist. 
It seperated them from the remainder of Honduras, and gave them a Government of 
their own, with their own Legislative, Executive, & Judicial Officers elected by them¬ 
selves. It deprived the Government of Honduras of the taxing power in every form, 
and exempted the people of the Bay Islands from the performance of Military duty 
except for their own defence, and it prohibited the Republic from providing for their 
defence by the construction of any fortifications whatever. It provided moreover that 
slavery should at no time be permited to exist in these Islands; as slavery had never 
existed there, and was not likely to be established there, this latter clause was wholly 
unnecessary, and when brought to the attention of the United States, could not fail 
to be regarded as highly Offensive. All the restrictions imposed upon Honduras by 
that Treaty were regarded as violative of her rights, in as much as these Islands were 
a part of her teritory, and Great Britain having wrongfully seized them, was bound to 
make an unconditional restoration. Instead of doing this, she required Honduras to 
acquiesce in the erection of these Islands into an independant State within her own 
limits, and a State at all times liable to foreign influence and control. 

Entertaining these opinions the Senate amended the said Second Section by a sub¬ 
stitute for the whole, but Great Britain declined to assent to this amendment, and the 
Treaty of the 17“’ October ceased to be of any effect. The British treaty with Hon¬ 
duras also failecl to be ratified by that Republic, and thus the Clayton & Bulwer Con¬ 
vention, according to our construction of it, still remained unexecuted. 

To avoid difficulties which this State of things was likely to produce, a Special Agent 
to Central America was proposed by H. B. Ms Governrnent, who might adjust the 
questions which were under discussion, by seperate treaties with Nicaragua, Guate¬ 
mala, and Honduras, the Govt of the United States being advised, that Her B. Ms 
Govt, had determined to execute the Clayton & Bulwer treaty according to the general 




8lO PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 

me to make my communication from this place— Your Excellency will be 
pleased to be assured that with reference to the controversy concerning the 
Bay Islands, which has existed between the United States, and Great Britian, 
it is the opinion of my Government that these Islands are unquestionably 
parts of the teritory of Honduras, and that theii occupancy by Great 
Britian would have been wholly unjustifiable even though the Clayton & 
Bulwer Treaty had never existed. By the terms of this Treaty however, it is 
provided, that the Government of the United States & Great Britain, neither 
the one, nor the other, shall ever occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume, or 
exercise any dominion over Costa Rica, Nicaragua, the Mosquito Shore, or 
any part of Central America. There being no doubt that the Bay Islands 
form a part of Central America, their occupation by Great Britain was dis¬ 
tinctly prohibited by this provision of the Clayton & Bulwer Treaty, yet they 
were seized upon by British Officers almost as soon as the Treaty had been 
signed, and in less than two years afterwards, they were formally erected 
into a British Colony. The Government of the United States lost no time in 
protesting against this violation of said Treaty, and in 1856, the two Govern¬ 
ments endeavoured by supplemental treaty,^ but failed in their efforts, to 

would attain not only a titular, but a virtual and useful possession, under provisions 
requisite for the security of those who have settled their with the assureance of protection 
from the British Crown. As the American construction of the Clayton & Bulwer 
treaty, with reference to the Bay Islands, requires their unconditional surrender to 
Honduras, the Government of the United States could never sanction any limitations 
upon the sovreignty of that Republic over Its own teritory, as were contained in the 
Dallas-Clarenden Convention. It therefore hopes and expects that the Session of the Bay 
Islands will not be encumbered with any stipulations to which either the United States 
or Honduras might reasonably take exception. Believing that Honduras is the lawful 
owner of these Islands, it cannot advise her to purchase their surrender by consenting 
to any terms which are inconsistent with her dignity and rights; that if any security be 
really necessary to preserve the rights of British settlers on the Islands, it may safely be 
postponed to a New Convention, when both parties shall be in a situation to treat upon 
equal terms. And while it is believed that the transfer to Honduras should be wholly 
unconditional, still their might be provissions, in behalf of private rights, or even for the 
benefit of general commerce of so reasonable a character, that their insertion in the treaty 
ought not to occation its defeat, even although they might more properly belong to 
another negotiation. Feeling assured that your Excellency is fully empowered, in 
accordance with the foregoing veiws, so to cary them into effect, I beg to add that the 
expectations of the United States herein expressed with reference to the Bay Islands, 
are also entertained with regard to the Mosquito teritory in Honduras. I was much 
gratified on our interview a few days previous to your Excellency's departure from 
Guatemala, to learn that your Excellency was invested with ample discretionary powers, 
and I trust and believe from your Excellency’s assurances and the disposition of your 
Government, that they will be exercised to the attainment of a complete and satis¬ 
factory settlement of the pending Central American questions, between our respective 
Governments, the accomplishment of which at as early a date as practicable. Your 
Excellency will no doubt be fully able to appreciate. 

May I ask that your Excellency will be so kind as to enclose to me a copy of such 
treaty as may be agreed upon, or may seem most likely to meet the views of H. B. M" 



obviate the difficulties which this state of things was likely to promote, the 
British Govt, proposed to send to Central America, a special minister, with 
full powers to adjust all questions that were under discussion in that quarter. 
Sir William Gore Ousely was accordingly appointed for the purpose, but 
although he has visited the Country, it seems, failed in accomplishing the 
object of his mission. M' Wyke has been subsequently named to succeed 
him, and is now probably in Comayagua, fully empowered to negotiate and 
conclude a treaty with your Excellency’s Government for the relinquishment 
to Honduras, of the Bay Islands. The Government of the United States has 
been advised that it is the intention of her Britanic Majesties Govt, to exe¬ 
cute the Clayton & Bulwer treaty according to the general tenor of the in¬ 
terpretation placed upon it by the United States, and that the powers of Sir 
William Gore Ousely were sufficient to enable him to accomplish this pur¬ 
pose. Wyke it is understood is invested with even more ample discre¬ 
tionary powers in this respect, and it may be well that your Excellency be 
apprised that the interpretation placed by the United States upon said 
treaty, requires the unconditional surrender of the Bay Islands to Honduras. 
Entertaining the belief that Honduras is the lawful owner of these Islands, 
the Government of the United States cannot advise her to purchase their 
surrender by consenting to any terras which are inconsistent with her 
dignity & rights. It is expected that the surrender of them should be 
wholly unconditional, yet their [sic] may be provisions in behalf of private 
rights, or even for the benefit of general Commerce of so reasonable a char¬ 
acter that their insertion in the treaty ought not to occation its defeat, 
even although they might more properly belong to another negotiation, 
with what is believed however to be the present disposition of the British 
Government, and with the liberal margin of discretion with which M'' Wyke 
is supposed to be entrusted, it is hoped that the Session will not be encum¬ 
bered with any stipulations to which either the United States or lionduras 
might reasonably take exception, and I may be permitted to add that the 
expectations of the United States as herein expressed with reference to the 
Bay Islands, are also entertained with regard to the Mosquito territory in 
Honduras. I have to request that your Excellency furnish me, at the earliest 
practicable period, with a copy of such treaty as may be agreed on, or be 
likely to be agreed upon between Your Excellency’s Government, & the 
Government of Great Britian, in the premises, so that I may forward it to 
Washington during the ensueing session of Congress for its action, that it 
may be determined their whether its provisions can be regarded as a reason¬ 
able compliance in respect to Honduras, with the Clayton & Bulwer treaty. 

T?fii+iarntino- tVip ssiirnnnf distincriiishpd rnnsidpration letc.l. 


No. I CoMAYAGUA, November is , i5’5P- 

Sir: I have received Your Excellency’s appreciable communication, dated 
I®.* Oct- last.^ in which you inform me of the manner in which the negotiations 
of the treaty of 30*** April last, between Great Britain and the Republic of 
Guatemala, have been conducted, and also the belief which exists that, in the 
Foreign Office in London, a treaty has been prepared for my signature, the 
claim of Carmichael forming a compulsory force for obtaining its ratification, 
by which I shall abandon the Bay Islands, and acknowledge British oc¬ 
cupancy and possession of them, anterior to the period of the Clayton and 
Bulwer treaty. 

Knowing that England owes all her possessions in Central America to force 
alone, it is easy to infer to what point the reserve observed in the negotiation 
of the treaty, referred to by you, tends.— After having employed force and 
threats to retain them, it is not unlikely that she should, at the present day, 
make use of surprise, and put in motion all possible means leading to the ruin 
and humiliation of the country, not less than to the infringement of the right 
that Your Excellency’s Government has of insisting that Great Britain shall 
not increase or strengthen her power in these countries. 

In reference to the acts antecedent and subsequent to the occupation of the 
Islands belonging to Honduras, Your Excellency must be aware that the 
Government of this Republic, feeling the impossibility of reclaiming them by 
force, has been limited meanwhile to solemn protests before the Govern¬ 
ments of Central America and the rest of the civilized world, against the 
violation of her rights, the dismemberment of her territory, the occupation 
of her ports and rivers, as also against every act of sovereignty and jurisdic¬ 
tion exercised in them without her consent. 

No one is ignorant of the insults and vexations suffered by Honduras when¬ 
ever she has endeavored to make the voice of Justice heard upon the subject; 
and, while this is still fresh in the memory of those suffering from similar 
conduct, I cannot understand how it could be imagined that I would sign 
any discreditable treaty, and surrender the indisputable right to the Bay 
Islands and other territory against the public voice. 

Although very possibly it may be wished to make the Carmichael claim a 
definitively settled question, at the same time that difficulties present them¬ 
selves to the arrangement of the amount, I am persuaded that the natural 
principles of justice are on my side.—^This claim being a pure consequent, it 
cannot be considered settled during the pendency of the general affair out of 

^ Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3, enclosure No. i with Clarke to the Secretary of State, 
JNo. 16, December 22, 1859, below, this part, doc. 1535 - * See above, this part, doc. 1519. 



withdraw from her right: However, though this should not be the case, I shall 
be happy to rely upon the good disposition of the United States, that Great 
Britain shall return the Bay Islands to the State, to whom they legitimately 
and justly belong. 

If the spirit of impartial justice presides, as is to be hoped, it is certain that 
the interest and policy of the United States ought to attentively [be?] con¬ 
sidered in this particular, which presents no difficulty; and will, in its turn, 
produce advantageous results under various considerations. 

Having considered the i®.* Art. of the treaty of 5*^ July 1850, copied in 
your protest sent to me, I must agree with the view therein expressed, assur¬ 
ing Your Excellency that the Government of this Republic does not wish to 
cause any complication of the undertakings therein contracted by Great 
Britain and the United States: but rather, in their respective affairs, will 
notify to the Governments of both nations, that they should make use of their 
rights in the arrangement of such an important matter. 

I am sorry that Your Excellency, through ill-health, has not been able to 
undertake a journey to this Republic. Besides the assistance it would have 
been to affairs, I should have felt great pleasure in receiving Your Excellency 
in this Capital. I hope you will be able to do me this honor shortly, as you 
propose. 

With feelings of high consideration [etc.]. 


1528 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[lEXTRACTSi] 

No. 5 PuNTA Arenas, Nicaragua, November 21, iSsg. 

Sir: At this Point, which I had reached on the 19*.^, on my way to Ma¬ 
nagua, via Realejo, I received, in the course of the night of the 2o‘'^, your 
5 and 6, bearing date, respectively, of the i".* and the 2^ of November 
instant.^ 

The perusal of your despatch of the latter date was not without its measure 
of gratification, derived from the assurance that you had been pleased to 
approve the propriety of the recognition of the Provisional Government of 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5. Received December 27. 

2 Instruction No. 6 of November 2, 1859 is above, this volume, pt. i. doc. 1125; but No. 5 
of November i, 1859 is not included in this publication. It related to vessels which the 


Costa Rica, involved in the presentation of the credentials, which I bore 
from the President of the United States. Although that act, from all attend¬ 
ing circumstances, was, to my mind, one of obvious and seasonable policy; 
yet it was scarcely possible for me to foresee the reasons, which might have 
occurred, to your better judgment, or have been laid before the consideration 
of the government, to render my course more questionable than what it has 
proved to be, from the approbation of the Department. 

In regard to the hopes, entertained by the Department, that information 
might have been conveyed touching the present intents and probable results 
of H. B. M’s Mission, committed to Ch’ L. Wyke, it is unnecessary to 
state that the merest suggestions of duty would naturally have led me to seek 
from him substantial statements as to the present progress and likely 
termination of the Central American negotiations. Hence, availing myself 
of the vicissitudes of travel, which had brought me in contact with him, on 
board of the Steamer from Panama to Punta de Arenas, I did not fail in an 
endeavor to improve the opportunity of drawing out such information as, I 
knew, might be desirable. With what success, the Department will have 
been sufficiently informed by reference to my despatch N*? i, of the of 
September last,^ in which, I reported my meeting with him, on board of the 
Steamer, on his way to Guatemala. It may be that, after his general assur¬ 
ances of good will towards our government on the part of his, and that, even 
in spite of his imputations of ill will to my predecessor, whom, I think, he 
had never met, I might have succeeded in gathering, from conversation, 
something more directly bearing on matters, which it imported our govern¬ 
ment to know. An attack of sea-sickness, however almost immediately 
after our first conversation, confined him to his cabin during the whole of the 
trip from Panama to Punta de Arenas and I had no renewed opportunity of 
conferring with him until the unavailable moment, when the mules and the 
ox-carts stood at the door, ready to convey me and my family to San Josd. 

Yet, in the course of this, the single, conversation, which I had the honor to 
hold with H. B. M’s envoy, he had informed me that he did not expect to 
reach Nicaragua until the month of January or of February next; leaving the 
final visit of his official round for the Republic of Costa Rica. I presumed— 
and the sequel has justified my presumption—that, after forelaying my 
ground in that Republic, I could still reach Nicaragua, before his ministerial 
calls would take him there. It is now understood that he is in La Union, in 
the State of Salvador, whence, as is stated, he intends, by the Steamer which 
stops at Realejo on the 2^ of December next, to proceed to the Capital of 
Nicaragua. 

If so. he will finfl me on ■nre-oeenoier? ort-oiTn/^ • I-f UIo 


attended by personal courtesies, are likely to create between the diplomatic 
agents of both countries, should not, under the best understanding, result in 
the procurement of the information, which it is the desire of the Department 
to obtain and which, in view of our present Central American relations with 
Great Britain, it is, certainly, its right to expect.^ . . . 

In my communication of the 31®^ ult.,^ I had the honor to state that, from 
various causes, I had been unable to reap any satisfactory information as to 
the articles of treaty contemplated between Great Britain and Costa Rica. 
My efforts, however, have been more successful since the date of that com¬ 
munication. As an accompaniment of this despatch, though, like the ab¬ 
stract of claims, transmitted in separate form, on account of its volume, your 
Department will receive a transcript of the projet of a treaty, proposed to 
Costa Rica, by Sir William Gore Ouseley, in behalf of Great Britain.^ The 
original draft, which came ready printed from England and the manuscript 
amendments proposed, or made to it—I have no means of deciding which— 
up to the time when the negotiations were suspended, was tendered to me by 
M- Jimenez, the Minister of Foreign Relations, with the request that I 
should return it immediately after perusal. Happening to have ample 
writing force, attached to my household, I succeeded, by a judicious distribu¬ 
tion of the matter, in having it copied in a portion of a day and the course of 
one night; that which preceded my departure from San Jos6. The early 
preparations for that departure prevented me from collating, or even perus¬ 
ing, the original. It is, however, still to be hoped that the necessarily 
hurried copy will not have been affected by such faults of either omission or 
commission as would prevent you from judging of the general bearing of the 
contemplated stipulations. 

A cursory view of the projet will satisfy you that the article, stipulating 
for the privilege of landing troops—infinitely broader than that of the like 
import, in our treaty with Nicaragua—appears in the body of the document; 
but that no trace is seen of the article, which, as I informed the Department, 
is understood to have been pressed by Sir William and intended to secure, on 
the part of Costa Rica, a pledge that the influence of its government should 
be exerted on Nicaragua, on the subject of its recognizing the authority of 
the Mosquito King. To the absence of such an article, which, I had good 
reason to believe, had been submitted, I called the attention of Jimenez, 
who, after a reference to the chief clerk, stated to me, in answer, that the 
article, having been introduced by Sir William, had been withdrawn by him 
when the negotiations ceased. The fact is that those negotiations were not 

^ This omission relates to claims. *See above, this part, his _No. 3, doc. 1524. 

3 The pen-written copy of this draft of a treaty, written in several different hands, covering 
i-hiri-v-nnf» nncrpc; la In the volume with the nriffinal of this desoatch. but its text, here briefly 



carried on, in behalf of Cost Rica, by Toledo, the Minister of Relations; 
but that they were entrusted by President Mora, to the management of M^ 
Montufar, a lawyer of San Jos6, who held an executive commission ad hoc. 
The relations, which exist between us, may yet enable me to procure the 
evidence of what, on the part of England, is considered fair dealing with us, or 
at least of the readiness of her agents to go beyond acknowledged instruc¬ 
tions and secure an advantage sub spe rati} . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 15 Guatemala City, November 22, iSsp. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch N“ 6;® 
by the last mail; and it is with the deepest mortification and regret, that I 
am constrained to say, that such is the prostrate condition of my health, I 
am wholly unable to comply with your instructions by making a journey to 
Honduras. 

Thus situated, I have endeavoured to comply with your wishes, as best I 
can, by correspondence from this Capital. I have despatched two letters, 
one to the President of Honduras, and the other to the British Minister now 
on his way to Comayagua. These would have been prepared with more care 
if, my strength had been sufficient, yet I hope they may meet your approba¬ 
tion, N°.® I. & 2. herewith enclosed, are Copies of those two letters.^ 

Immediately before M^' Wyke’s departure from Guatemala for Plonduras, 
he called to see me at my Residence, and we had a full, free, and quite satis¬ 
factory interview upon Central American affairs. He said good humour- 
edly, that he thought our Government was to exacting and claimed to 
much, but that his Government was determined to put an end to this pro¬ 
tracted contention by making such treaties with Honduras, Nicaragua, &c, 
as would meet the approbation and expectations of the United States. 

He even stated, that although some measure of protection to British 
sellers, and of exemption in favour of the Mosquito Indians was desireable, 
and though he should seek to obtain these, yet he was instructed to yield 
almost every thing rather than fail in secureing the most intimate, relations 
between the two Governments, which when once established and this last 

^ The omitted portion discusses the case of a United States citizen charged with man- 


H. B. Ms, Minister to Washington, in which his Lordship informed him that 
the late treaty between Guatemala & Great Britian met with the entire 
approbation of the Government of the United States. In reply I expressed 
the gratification which the sentiments he expresed and the information he 
had given, gave me, and stated that it was a source of regret to me, that the 
present condition of the Central American questions as described by him, 
had not been communicated to me from home. After much other conversa¬ 
tion we took leave in the most cordial manner. I do not pretend to give the 
precise words of our interview, though the foregoing is the substance of all 
that passed between us. 

Since my Despatch 14.^ D" Perro Jose Valenzuela, the author of a 
Protest which I enclosed to you,^ caled to see me, and' entered into a free 
conversation with reference to the deliberations in Councel upon the 
British & Guatemala Treaty of April last. He stated to me in the most 
emphatic manner, that at the time the vote was taken in Councel, the Gov¬ 
ernment of Guatemala had no knowledge whatever of the disposition of the 
United States towards that treaty, except that deducible from the face of the 
Clayton & Bulwer treaty itself: that at the time fears were expressed in 
Council, that if the treaty should be agreed to, it would meet with the de¬ 
cided disapprobation of the Government of the United States. I handed to 
him the reply of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to my protest, and upon 
reading it, he denounced the reasons and motives therein expressed as false, 
and the professions hypocritical. I would not be willing that this conversa¬ 
tion should be so used as to invoke the vengeance of his Government upon 
him; he is an old man, and one of the few patriots of this land, and I allude 
to his conversation only in confirmation of the opinions expressed in my 
last despatch.’^ . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 6 Le6n, Nicaragua, November 28, iS^p. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to the Department that I arrived at 
Punta Ycacos, in the evening of the 24*^ instant when, on my way, through 
this place to my post at Managua, I was detained by a fever, which pros¬ 
trated me for a couple of days. 

1 See above, this part, October 15,1859, doc. 1520. 2 gee above, this part, p. 796, note 2. 

3 This omission relates to his ill health, his consequent need of a change of climate, and to 



very short delay at Leon, in the hope of deriving from General Maximo 
Jerez some information desirable by the Department, or indicative of a more 
successful issue of the transit affairs. 

That hope, however, has been but slightly, if at all, realized. From what 
I learn from the General, Belly, it appears, was beyond doubt pledged to 
pay a bonus of $40,000 to the government at Managua, by the 15^'" of Sep¬ 
tember last. He failed to do so and the failure subsequently brought Prince 
de Polignac, one of his associates, or victims, in the steamer of the 20*.’^ of 
September, on his way to Managua to settle the stipulated consideration by 
drafts, or to procure an extension of the time of payment. In both of these, 
however, he is known to have failed and, in disgust, left this country for the 
United States. 

I am now informed, though not authoritatively, by General Jerez, that 
there is a statement at Managua, to the effect that M • Belly has since paid 
the consideration money to M^ Marcoletta [Marcoleta], the Nicaraguan 
Minister in Paris. This, to my mind, does not carry an appearance of 
much proba[bi]lity; whilst the necessity and propriety of the indirect 
payment in Paris is not clearly seen. Why this complication of financial 
operations? Why this vicarious receipt of moneys, even through the hands 
of a minister, when the delay is considered? When the Government, here, is 
well known to be staring on an Empty Treasury and when the direct remit¬ 
tance of the funds, by M • Belly, could have so ingeniously added to his other 
ingenious contrivances? 

Another statement purports that M^” Belly is now endeavoring to sell his 
grant of privilege in some of the money-markets of Europe. This is based 
on the strength of a letter, stated to have been received in Managua; and I 
apprehend that if there be any truth, in either of the statements, the latter 
most probably exhibits the real posture of transit affairs, so far as Belly 
is concerned. 

In the meantime the question is complicated with another statement, 
which looks to an agreement, made by M? Belly, with a French, an American 
and an English, actuary to manage the general concern and conciliate na¬ 
tional interests. To such an arrangement even if completed, carrying, 
within itself, elements of dissension and, therefore, of ultimate failure, I 
cannot yield much of my belief. Yet General Levasseur, another of M*^ 
Belly’s associates and aids, has communicated the fact, by letters WTitten 
from the very flourishing town of Felicia, where he is no doubt awaiting the 
opening of the transit route under the Belly grant, the Paris-paid bonus and 
this trinitarian management. 

Under all circumstances this transit question is beset by quite as many 



men in authority in the government and of influence, outside of its manage¬ 
ment, who are pecuniarily interested in the question, under its various as¬ 
pects and who, in the conflict of their personal interests and in the hope of 
their ultimate prevalence, raise obstacles against a final adjustment. Hints 
to that effect have been given to me since I reached this place; and I shall 
consider it to be not out of the line of my duty to get at the truth of their 
import. But, above all, the conviction of the government of Martinez that 
they have failed to comply with their own stipulations, as to the mode of 
settling differences between their grantees and themselves; their conscious¬ 
ness of the fact that the decrees, declaring the forfeiture of the contract 
rights, were illegal and arbitrary; the fear, which they now entertain that the 
government of the United States will step forward and vindicate whatever of 
vested rights may be made to appear—this much I hold from General 
Jerez—in the persons of the old Company;—all of these considerations com¬ 
bine to make the question of the transit-route, one peculiarly fitted for con¬ 
tinued evasions, subterfuges and tricks.^ .... 

With Sentiments of high regard I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 7 Managua, Nicaragua, December y , iByg . 

Sir; ... In the inability, under which I am placed, of transmitting to 
you any information of an official character, derived from official intercourse, 
in relation to questions of transit; I am thrown, for data, on such statements 
as I am authorized to consider to be of a reliable character. In addition to 
what I have communicated to the Department, under date of the 
ultimo,^ as gathered from my conversations with General Maximo Jerez; I 
have reaped, from M^ Saturnino Perez, who has come here as the agent of the 
Jerez-Yelverton Company, items of information, which, though derived from 
merely informal conversations, held by him, within the last twenty four 
hours with the Substitute Executive Power of Nicaragua, are yet pregnant 
with meaning as to the intentions of that government, if honestly given out, 
in relation to this important transit question. 

1 This omission deals with several unimportant routine matters. 

2 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5. Received January 26. 

The omitted opening paragraphs, two handwritten pages, tell of his arrival and prepara- 



On my passage from Punta Arenas, I met with Perez, who has been for 
sometime in the United States, and heretofore connected with transit ques¬ 
tions as the missionary of the Stebbins or Yelverton Company, under the 
contract made with General Jerez. He informed me, in the course of con¬ 
versation, that he had been sent by that company to see whether, in spite of 
the rejection of the contract by the Congress of Nicaragua, he could procure a 
revival of that contract and, under its provisions, provide for the opening of 
the transit route. 

Aware that he might have intercourse with the authorities before I could; 
I deemed it proper, abiding the day of my official reception, to advise him to 
try the grounds of the transit question, as his character of the company's 
agent gave him an obvious opportunity to do. The result of his interview is 
but little encouraging, as his statement, on the honesty of which I have 
every reason to rely, will show to the Department. 

I am told by M- Perez that the President-Substitute with whom he had 
the interview, yesterday afternoon, stated to him that, though he did not feel 
authorized officially to discuss transit questions, yet he could say to him that 
the contract, made by General Jerez and rejected by the Congress, is the 
most unpopular that can be imagined; and that, as to the transit itself, it is 
not to the interest of the Republic that it should go into operation;—that 
there is not a patriotic Nicaraguan, who desires to see it re-opened; because 
all are convinced that its active operations must infallibly result in the 
sweeping of their country, by hordes of filibusters, under pretense of emigra¬ 
tion and of crossing the isthmus, on their way to the American possessions on 
the North West Coast of the Pacific. But that, under all circumstances, 
should the transit be re-opened; Nicaragua is determined that it shall be so, 
not under the condition of any head-tax on passengers, heretofore received 
by the State; but in consideration of the payment of a round sum annually, 
which they estimate at $40,000—exactly the amount tendered, or stipulated, 
by Belly for the grant of his privilege. 

The mention of M- Belly's name brings up this transit question in another 
form—one connected with his proceedings and schemes—^which should 
properly be exhibited to your Department. By a safe authority, I am in¬ 
formed that General Levasseur, associated with him in all his projects and 
expectations, has officially written to this Government, asking for an exten¬ 
sion of the period, when Belly’s obligations were to have been fulfilled, 
and protesting, at the same time, against any unadvised action, which 
might determine a forefeiture of the privilege; as he was satisfactorily in¬ 
formed that his principal had paid, in Paris, the consideration of $40,000, to 
Mr Marcoleta, the Minister of the Reoublic of Nicaragua. Addi nfr that, in 



Dy law ana repairea to Masaya, some tnirty six miles irom tins place, to 
attend the baptismal rites, it is said, of the child of one of his intimate 
friends. For this important object, which amply justifies his secession from 
public duties and, it may be, for the equally important purpose of participat¬ 
ing in the impending festivities, here and elsewhere, of the Immaculate 
Conception and of the Christmas holidays, he has given to himself the 
month’s leave, to which I have alluded; committing the government and the 
management of its Foreign Relations to vicarious hands; and starting for 
Masaya, on the very day and at the very hour, when I entered this town. 

It might be admitted that this proceeding is in the regular order of things. 
Yet that it may have been a preconcerted arrangement, to avoid meeting the 
Minister of the United States under the peculiar circumstances;—to gain 
time for concerting future action and to await M- Belly’s reported return;— 
is highly plausible from the fact—not supposed to be in my possession, as 
indeed it could not be—that Perez, who was subsequently admitted to 
speech with the President-Substitute, in advocacy of the Yelverton con¬ 
tract, tells me that the Substitute has formally assured him that the transit 
question is not within his province and that it cannot be touched until the 
return of President Martinez to his Executive duties and powers. 

If truthfully represented to me—and the truthfulness, as at present ad¬ 
vised, I can hardly question—what can your Department think of such a 
juncture in the transit affairs? For my part, impressed with the full sense 
of my duty, and with your instructions in hand, which, it would seem, fore¬ 
seeing the very occurrence of these, otherwise, unexpected events, have so 
clearly laid down my line of conduct, that I cannot fail in its performance. 

As things now appear they give substance to every suspicion of bad faith, 
on the part of the Nicaraguan government, served by ill will against the gov¬ 
ernment and the people of the United States. Policy, of course, will not 
allow the appearance even of such suspicions in any negotiations, which may 
be carried on. Yet they will ever be kept in view to arm me against the 
duplicities and evasions, which, I am satisfied, I will have to encounter at 
every step in the management of our concerns. Those are unmistakably 
foreseen in the discussion of transit questions, which, what with the clashing 
interests of route speculators and the exorbitantly increasing pretensions and 
expectations of the government of Nicaragua, are now surrounded by com¬ 
plications, that did not appear to exist so lately as three months ago. 

I had extended my despatch to this point, when the usher of the National 



Palace called at my lodgings to inform me that the Senator-President was 
ready to admit me to an official reception. This took place, as by appoint¬ 
ment, at the hour of 12 M. in the Hall of Congress, in the National Palace, 
and in the presence of the Ministers of State and of other dignitaries, official 
and ecclesiastic. 

Availing myself of the courtesy of the Minister of Relations, who has 
issued directions to defer the hour of departure of the courier—an example, 
in little, of the easy suspension of laws in this country—until I could close 
my despatch, with the accompaniment of the Senator-President’s remarks, 
which, from want of time to copy, I am reluctantly constrained to send in the 
original, with an earnestly respectful request that, after copy thereof taken 
for the Department, it may be transmitted back to me, as one of the docu¬ 
ments of the archives of this Legation. 

You will perceive from the tenor of the remarks of the Senator-President,^ 
which, to my own personal knowledge, were prepared here by Zeledon, 
the Minister of Relations, who arrived last night, in the very house, in which 
we jointly lodge, that the usual amount of hollow professions, in regard of 
the United States, has not been omitted in the document; while I hold it, 
from an authority, which cannot deceive me, that, as he humbugged my 
predecessor—forgive me the word—so he is among the foremost among 
those, who now hold that, eschewing the influences of the United States, it is 
time that Nicaragua should look for protection and assistance to some, for¬ 
eign, European Power. These things, in connection with the Belly arrange¬ 
ments, in spite of Louis Napoleon’s disclaimers, through his Minister in the 
United States, I submit, to your more searching scrutinies for what they are 
worth; but in doing this, I reserve to myself soon to test, in the most 
stringent manner, those professions and to ascertain how far they reach, in 
either their hollowness, or their sincerity. 

In haste and with many hearted wishes for your prolonged health and, 
with health, prolonged usefulness to our country, I have the honor, Sir, to 
remain. 

Most truly and respectfully [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 


No. 8-c 


Managua, Nicaragua, December 14, i8^p. 


Among the questions to which the attention of the Undersigned, Minister 
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future consequences, that stands above the question of the Isthmian route, 
over the territory of Nicaragua, long lying in sufferance from causes, which 
the Undersigned will not now inquire into; but the workings of which are not 
the less injuriously felt by the interests of travel and trade, nor less highly 
deprecated by the government of the United States. 

That government, after protracted negotiations and, it may be said, not 
without marked forbearance, have been constrained to the conclusion that 
those interests, not to speak of the rights of the United States, require that 
this question shall cease to be considered as one, which can, either safely or 
justly, admit of farther delay and, as it would seem, of fruitless correspond¬ 
ence. Yet, out of truly respectful deference to the Authorities of the Re¬ 
public of Nicaragua and, in sincere evidence of the disposition of his govern¬ 
ment, heretofore, to restrict their just action to remonstrances and, hitherto, 
to abstain, so far as abstaining could strictly be reconciled with their convic¬ 
tion of the rights of the United States, as well as of the proper pretensions of 
the former Republic; the Undersigned, on the reproduction of this matter, 
for which he respectfully solicits the timely reflections of His Excellency, the 
Minister of Relations, will consent, in additional, if necessary, confirmation 
of the friendly and expectant course of his government, to revert to a few of 
the considerations, which former agents of the United States have so re¬ 
peatedly and, the Undersigned regrets to say, with so little practical benefit, 
commended to the deliberations of the Authorities of Nicaragua. 

In connection with this transit question, which, the Undersigned must not 
dissemble from His Excellency, cannot be expected henceforward to be 
presented in expostulatory forms, he begs to state that, in keeping with its 
consistent declarations on that subject, his government asks for nothing, 
which the Republic of Nicaragua may not concede, not only with every 
regard to her sovereignty and her independence, but also with every assur¬ 
ance of immediate benefit and eventual advantage to her developemeiit and 
prosperity. Including the right, thro’ a channel, which the accidental dis¬ 
tribution of land and water has placed under the control of His Excellency’s 
government, of transporting their mails from one to the other of their posses¬ 
sions on both sides of the Continent and expecting the facilities, without any 
onerous or unreasonable restrictions, at war with the liberal and humanizing 
spirit of the age, for the conveyance of the persons and property of their citi¬ 
zens; the government of the United States seek nothing for themselves, 
which they have not been ever ready and which they are not, now, willing to 
concede to every other nation, which may claim the like privileges, or rights, 
at the hands of Nicaragua. To overlook, or to obstruct those claims must, 
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of Christendom; whilst the disregard or the obstruction, is manifestly destruc¬ 
tive of her own best interests, whether her commerce, her agriculture and her 
expansion, be looked to as a voucher for the assertion. 

They ask through the channel of this communication, addressed to His 
Excellency, that the government of Nicaragua, with every necessity of 
modern progress and every warrant of international considerations, urging 
her to a better, a more liberal and beneficent, policy, which would have the 
singular privilege of befriending the requirements of the commerce of the 
world, of improving her own condition and of enlarging her own resources, 
shall pretermit a course, which others may—but which the Undersigned, 
with a profoundly sincere respect for the Authorities of the Republic of 
Nicaragua will not—qualify as narrow, selfish and suicidal, whatever her 
patriotic statesmen may, to the contrary, suppose and believe. 

They ask that, setting no restrictions, such as they consider and maintain, 
have been opposed, by decrees, which they are compelled to look upon as 
arbitrary, in the way of this consummation, Nicaragua will speedily con¬ 
sider and decide—as it is in keeping with both her rights and her interests to 
do—that the rivers and lakes, within her territory, with the facilities of such 
artificial land routes, on the which the transit has heretofore been, or it may 
hereafter be performed, shall be held by her, not as so many separating 
barriers, interposed against interests of vast magnitude and universal con¬ 
cern, in the greatness of which she, therefore, is destined to take a part, to 
which she could otherwise never be called; but that, on the contrary, she 
will more equitably and more wisely look upon them as natural ways, which 
are to lead to advantages, from which her people, for all the groundless 
apprehensions of her statesmen, cannot ultimately but derive their ample 
and legitimate share. 

That she will, therefore, consider and finally adjudge them to be prolonga¬ 
tions of one ocean to the other, over which, should even the rights of stipula¬ 
tions and the obligations of contracts not avail, the controlling claims of 
civilization and the strictest amity of nations, under every substantial 
guaranty that can be proffered, must induce her to allow the performance of 
that transit without any farther obstructions, dangerous delays, or onerous 
requirements. 

The Undersigned, in this relation, does not deem it foreign to the purposes 
of this note, though outside, it may be, of the province of the Department of 
His Excellency, to indulge in a reference, which, even should it be considered 
out of place, may be justified by a position, assumed by one of your distin¬ 
guished statesmen, in the act of officially presenting to your Congress, on the 
of February last, a 'broiet for a free. internrpanir tra T101+* mn-i-o 



States in this transit question, it was nakedly maintained that the “idea” of 
the President of those States, comparing your isthmus, “to an arm of the 
sea is a futile and arbitrary one It is not the duty of the Undersigned, nor 
would he venture on the presumption, of defending any position, which the 
Chief Magistrate of the American Union may think it proper to maintain, in 
the performance of the duties committed to his hands. In this instance, 
however, he cannot but state to His Excellency that the large experience and 
the high character of the agent, to whom the people of the United States have 
deservedly entrusted the keeping of their honor and of their rights, repel the 
idea of “futility ” in the discharge of so sacred a trust; and that the Constitu¬ 
tion and the Laws of the country, which the Undersigned has the honor of 
representing in the Republic of Nicaragua, forbid, on the part of its public 
servants, an aj^proach to any thing, which bears the semblance of 
“arbitrariness.” 

Although the Undersigned cannot, satisfactorily to himself, trace the 
assumption to any declaration of the Executive of his country; yet, as com¬ 
parisons, when properly made, are next, in equivalence, to the facts them¬ 
selves; he cannot, in this instance, perceive in what way the illustration 
wanders from the truth, or how it can be argued of either futility or arbi¬ 
trariness. Fully disclaiming any responsibility, on the part of His Excel¬ 
lency’s Department, for this assumption, the Undersigned trusts, withal, 
that His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations, will, on the contrary, 
allow him to suggest that, if any such illustration was used, likening your 
Isthmus to an arm, or strait, of the sea; far from being “futile and arbitrary”, 
it was fitly and perfectly apposite. As a strait is a narrow body of waters, 
connecting two other bodies of water and, by well-settled principles, with 
one or two exceptions, usable from sea to sea and from waters to waters thus 
connected; so is an Isthmus a narrow highway, from one separated ocean, or 
sea, to another one and indicating the most feasible way of reaching from 
extreme to extreme, iilven so is it with your peculiar Isthmus of Nicaragua. 
A natural duct—a usable thoroughfare, by land and by water, with a pre¬ 
dominance of the latter, which, over the territory, that you have made yours 
by the act of your independence, the law of nature seems to have reserved for 
the enterprize, the industry and the benefit of the whole of mankind. 

Yet admitting this broad fact, the Undersigned, in this question, cannot 
overlook the more cogent claims of the people of the United States and, there¬ 
fore, the preference of the acquired rights of their citizens and of their 
legitimate interests over those of any other people of the commercial world. 
Even His Excellency, the Undersigned is assured, will not withhold the ad¬ 
mission that, barely a score of years ago, Nicaragua, however impressed with 



sdousness of them, unless stirred to it by the friendly exhortations of the 
government, and by the active enterprize of the people, of the United States. 

The Undersigned feels the more authorized to advert to this fact, as the 
archives of your government contain evidences of endeavors to utilize those 
advantages of nature; all of which, however, proved fruitless until exerted, 
with more successful energy, by a few citizens of the United States. From 
the unexecuted project of William the First of Holland; the imperfect sur¬ 
veys of Garella, under the government of Louis Philippe; the plans of Prince 
Napoleon for an interoceanic canal, by the way of the San Juan River and 
Lake Nicaragua, on to the port of Realejo; down to the schemes of a specula¬ 
tor, to too great a reliance in whose promises Nicaragua may well attribute 
much of the inaction, which palsies all the great interests of her agriculture 
and commerce; His Excellency is aware of each abortive attempt to realize 
a conception, pregnant with every advantage to the domestic prosperity of 
Nicaragua as well as to the commercial facilities of the world. 

Enough for the truth of the fact and the purposes of this communication 
that, though all those attempts, receiving their impetus, and acknowledging 
their direction, from agencies, outside of the United States, have proved, in 
some instances, ridiculously lame and in all lamentably impracticable; still 
His Excellency knows that American skill, guiding American energy, and 
American labor, nerved by American capital, conceived and established an 
easy, safe and expeditious route, of which no preceding generation, or no 
other people, had attempted to improve the advantages: 

That the same appliances, in the course of a legitimate service, kept it up, 
beneficially to Nicaragua and fosteringly to her developement, until it was, 
it is hoped but temporarily, interrupted by a series of events, which, quite 
as much as this Republic, the government of the United States have reason 
to deplore; but which they certainly cannot allow to be now invoked as a 
sufficient or defensible cause for shutting up a natural highway, from ocean 
to ocean, a free access to which, under just and equitable measures, securing 
the passage from violence or misuse and due to the rights of the Sovereign 
States, established there, should be thrown open to the demands of travel 
and commerce and for the welfare of Nicaragua herself. 

But an act, which can scarcely be reconciled with the merest notions of 
fair dealing, unless looked upon as one growing out of a mistaken view of 
things; yet one, which, under what circumstances soever, the government of 
the Undersigned has seen with decided aversion and with a dissatisfaction, 
not to be concealed from the government of His Excellency, is the disposal, 
which they made of that route, on the 15*?^ of June ultimo, without regard to 
the rights of American citizens, on which the Undersigned abstains from ex- 



ferences arising, under the contract, between her government and the 
grantees. 

Upon another head, the government of the Undersigned cannot admit that, 
by a procedure, which it is constrained to consider a misapplication of a 
Legislative provision carried, through an Executive regulation, into an effect 
not apparently warranted by that enactment, the control of a route, a sec¬ 
tion of which, at least, was created, laid out and made practicable by Amer¬ 
ican industry and American means, should be debarred the more lawful 
claimants. That, without any substantial advantage to the Republic, nay 
in disregard of rights and interests, which, according to the compromises of 
His Excellency’s government, are still to be decided by a specific process, 
those rights and interests, under the operations of a delusive Decree, invit¬ 
ing competition, yet forestalling its effects, should be transferred to other 
agencies, which have so far failed to produce any of the results, justly 
expected by your government and as justly looked for by that of the 
Undersigned. 

With so much, on this score, the Undersigned had deemed it his duty to 
detain the attention of His Excellency, when he was informed that the gov¬ 
ernment of His Excellency, had resolved to annul the arrangement, which 
assigned that route, as a privileged one, to M- Felix Belly and his associates.- 
If this determination of the Republic of Nicaragua be correctly represented; 
the Undersigned would more gladly hail it as the indication of a better spirit, 
were it not that its action seems to be limited to a declaration of forfeiture 
and not extended to the regulation itself, by which the arrangement, pro¬ 
tested against, was originally authorized. Yet, in passing from this point, 
the Undersigned cannot but express his firm hope that this act is but the pre- 
curser of the final one, which shall remove injudicious restrictions and 
burthensome charges from a route, in the service of which the whole world is 
more or less concerned. The Undersigned is so much the more justified in 
entertaining that hope, as he can claim for his government that, in a spirit of 
unselfish consideration and pretending to no exclusive use of its facilities, it 
has even suggested, to that of Nicaragua, the freedom of the transit under 
proper garanties of fairness, certainty and safety, accompanied by an 
observance of her good faith. 

And now if the course, which the Republic of Nicaragua has deemed fit to 
pursue, otherwise, in the premises, be one which has hitherto been attended 
by disastrous consequences to her own interests, wounding at the same time 
the just rights of the United States; it will hardly be necessary for the Under¬ 
signed to intimate both the impolicy and the injustice of that course, in 


r6soliition, carried into repeated action, they have given to Nicaragua evi¬ 
dences sufficient to dispel her most jealous apprehensions and to wai rant 
her in a sounder and juster policy. 

It is notorious to all and particularly so to His Excellency, as the worthy 
head of the Foreign Relations of this Republic, that the government of the 
Undersigned, and its federal officers moved by their own duty, as well as 
stimulated to vigilance by the special concern of the President of the United 
States, in this matter, have omitted no measure within their province and 
spared no interposition of their lawful powers—even to a resort to the land 
and sea forces of the United States, a means but rarely employed~to prevent 
and frustrate the very contingencies, on which, the Undersigned cannot but 
think that Nicaragua has so groundlessly built her fears and doubts and so 
indefensibly rested her apparent determination to keep the transit closed 
against the commerce of the world. 

It does not belong to the Undersigned to indicate to Nicaragua what course 
good faith, self-interest, and friendly relations suggest that she shall pursue; 
but it is his duty, and one from which he cannot turn aside, to admonish her 
government against a state of transit affairs, created mainly by her own ac¬ 
tion, which the government of the United States, consistently with both 
dignity and right, cannot be expected longer to countenance—and one, 
which would inevitably beget greater difficulties than those, which now exist 
and which, the Undersigned, trusting in liberal counsels of your government, 
is pleased to think he will have less reason to apprehend. 

Pretermitting for the moment, in order to avoid the extension of this 
already long communication, other questions of equal importance to which 
he proposes to call the earliest attention of His Excellency, the Minister of 
Foreign Relations, the Undersigned cannot conclude without the expression 
of a reasonable hope that but few days will have elapsed before His Excel¬ 
lency’s government, in its spirit of wisdom and liberality, swaying the better 
determinations of Nicaragua, subserving the principles of justice and result¬ 
ing in elements of prosperity, under the enlightened management of the 
Foreign Relations of the Republic, will put it in his power to inform his 
government that obstacles, which have nothing intrinsically insuperable, 
have been removed from an attainment, under every aspect desirable by 
both countries and that results of a more permanently auspicious character 
have succeeded the present state of things, which, if longer allowed to exist, 
is certain to prove seriously detrimental to mutual interests and advantages 
and equally prejudicial to the good feelings and friendly relations, which his 
government so sincerely desires to secure and maintain; and to promote 
which, between the two Renublics, no effort of the Undersio-nerl in m T rci 1 a n 



tions, touched upon at the interview to which he was lately admitted, and at 
which he informed His Excellency that, according to the frank declarations, 
heretofore made to General Maximo Jerez, late Minister of Republic of 
Nicaragua at Washington, his government, without reference to the contend¬ 
ing claims of rival candidates, still with all due assertion of the rights of 
American citizens, acquired under contract with the Republic, were making 
preparations for the seasonable transmission of their mails, for the West 
Coast of the United States, by the way of the isthmus of Nicaragua. These 
arrangements were contemplated with the knowledge and approbation of 
General Jerez, and were accompanied by a formal request that he should 
communicate them to his government, in order that no obstacle should be 
put in their way; which communication, the Undersigned is pleased to hold 
from His Excellency himself, was duly conveyed to the authorities of the 
Republic. 

Since the period, when those intentions were declared, events have suc¬ 
ceeded, which, the Undersigned, however regretfully, cannot dissemble from 
His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations, have much contributed to 
shake the confidence of his government, always before entertained, in the 
better resolutions of the authorities of Nicaragua. He apprehends that some 
measure of directness will be needed, before it can be fully restored between 
the two countries, in which, the certainty of reciprocal benefits must neces¬ 
sarily rest on a certainty of reciprocal reliance. Until, therefore, that re¬ 
liance will have been strengthened, by a more liberal and more re-assuring 
policy than that, up to this time, pursued by Nicaragua, especially revealed 
in an effort to convert appliances of universal concern to mere purposes of 
mistaken state-interests, and thereby, through the violation of rights, vested 
by articles of contract, to restrict the facilities of trade and travel through a 
great avenue, which the slightest reflection will decide to have been marked 
out for them; the United States feel bound to judge for themselves of the fair¬ 
ness of any contract, into which her authorities may enter and to give pro¬ 
tection to such lines of intercourse as their unquestionable interests, through 
the agency of their Chief Magistrate, may seem to require. The declara¬ 
tions, on which this determination is based, were, as the Undersigned has 
already ascertained from Flis Excellency, duly brought to the knowledge of 
His government; and probably so, considering the time when they were made, 
before the promulgation of the Executive decree—the validity of which the 
government of the United States have denied and still peremptorily deny— 
had, out of a Legislative enactment, which on its face in no way authorizes 
it, been distorted into existence to confiscate rights of American citizens, 
which, the government of the Undersigned intends, shall be respected, until 



In the meantime, the Undersigned can give to His Excellency, the Minister 
of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Nicaragua, the assurance that the 
measures contemplated have not been determined upon, in order to secure 
any particular advantage to the country, which the Undersigned represents, 
nor to evade the observance of any useful regulations, not inconsistent with 
the views, which the Undersigned has had the honor of laying down for the 
consideration of His Excellency; not yet, the payment of any just demand 
which Nicaragua may make, in her sovereign capacity. With the com¬ 
munication of these intentions, sustained by every muniment of right and 
conveyed, through His Excellency, to his government, the Undersigned, in 
farther deference to his duty, respectfully informs Flis Excellency that the 
arrangements, projected with the previous knowledge and concurrence of the 
late Minister of the Republic of Nicaragua, in Washington, for the trans¬ 
mission of the mails of the United States, across the Isthmus, and made 
before the obnoxious Executive Decree was promulgated, will be carried into 
effect without any regard whatever to conditions subsequently imposed. 

Still, in communicating this determination, which, the Undersigned begs 
His Excellency firmly to believe, was not taken without full consideration, he 
would express the hope of the President of the United States that the injus¬ 
tice of the present state of things will have so impressed itself on the sounder 
convictions of Nicaragua, that measures will be promptly adopted to remove 
the existing difficulties between the two countries and to prevent their recur¬ 
rence. The Undersigned has already essayed to turn the attention of Flis 
Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations, to the injudicious and useless 
course of Nicaragua in thus wasting her energies and, at the same time, 
calling down upon her head the condemnation of all the nations, whose 
destinies, looking to their present, or future wants loudly protest against her 
vain endeavors to convert an accidental, local position into a means of pre¬ 
venting the union of two great oceans, barely separated by a narrow terri¬ 
tory, over which she happens to possess jurisdiction. The Undersigned, in 
the confidence, with which the statesman-like views of His Excellency have, 
on other subjects, inspired him, trusts that he already entertains the convic¬ 
tion that a wise and liberal policy, facilitating instead of obstructing the 
communication, would redound to her honor and her interest, while it would 
be acceptable to all other Powers and would secure her from any foreign 
intervention within her boundaries. 

Should this expectation of the United States not find a corresponding 
action on the part of Nicaragua; but, on the contrary, only prove to be 
another illusion, added to the many disappointments, to which they have 
been forbearingly, however iniuriouslv. subipr.tpri hv In 
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Foreign Relations of the Republic of Nicaragua, that the United States, so 
far as respects their government, or their citizens, deny the validity of the 
Decree of the Executive of Nicaragua and, if necessary, will oppose its 
execution. 

With a renewal of the hopes expressed on the various points of this note 
and with the assurance of his very high consideration, the Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Notes of an interview between Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister 
Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica, and Pedro Zeledon, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, on December 16, i8Sg ^ 

No. 8^ 

At an interview had, as above stated, at the National Palace, I exposed to 
M- Zeledon, from my own knowledge, that on various conferences, held 
between the I-Ionorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the U. S. and Genl 
Maximo Jerez, late Minister of Nicaragua, in Washington City, the latter 
was informed, so that he might convey the information to his government, 
that, without reference to the contending interests of transit claimants, but 
still with a regard to the rights of American citizens, acquired under contracts 
with the Republic of Nicaragua, the government of the United States con¬ 
templated preparations for the transmission of their mails, for the West 
Coast of the States, by the way of Nicaragua. Zeledon, in answer to 
this, stated that his government had been made aware of the fact: 

That, in consequence of those prospective arrangements, the government 
would be under the necessity of providing such means as, in their judgment, 
might be deemed necessary to secure the safety of the United States’ mails in 
their transit over the territory of Nicaragua. This also, he said, had been 
communicated: 

That all the answers and representations of General Jerez invariably went 
to assure my government that no obstacle would be interposed on the part 
of his; but that, on the contrary, it would extend every facility for the object 
in view. To the latter part of the statement, he assented: 

That, accordingly, my government has every right to expect that those 
answers of General Jerez were either expressions or anticipations of the 
?n^-An+-G nf Big and that it.^ authorities have received orders to 


That the Post Office Department of the United States would, at an op¬ 
portune period, see to the transportation of their mails in the manner and by 
the way above mentioned and that, in the name of my government, I trusted 
that the Authorities of Nicaragua would provide for their every security: 

That, while conferring with His Excellency, the Minister of Relations, on 
these intentions of my government, I availed myself of the occasion of the 
interview to convey to him, and, through him, to his government, that the 
United States had seen, with great dissatisfaction, not only the Executive 
decree of the 31®* of May 1859, making a disposal of the transit route from sea 
to sea—a question, which I reserved for a more formal notice—but also the 
Legislative decree of the 24^‘' of March ’59, which contains a declaration 
annulling the contract with the Stebbins’ company: 

That the objections urged and maintained by my government against such 
proceedings, already within the knowledge of the Nicaraguan government, 
still existed in all their force; and that consequently the government of the 
United States formally deny the validity of a decree confiscating rights, on 
which the United States will not decide; but which they will not permit to be 
annulled by the act of one only of the parties to the contract—an act char¬ 
acterized by every mark of arbitrariness, and done in violation of the 
obligations of Nicaragua, as it takes away the settlement of any difficulty, 
arising out of the contract, from the decision of the Board provided for that 
very purpose by the 33*^ article of the instrument which equally binds the 
Republic of Nicaragua and the transit route Company. All of this, he stated 
to me, in conclusion, would be immediately submitted. 


1534 

Alexander Dimitry^ United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica, to Pedro Zeledon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 8° Managua, Nicaragua, December ip, iS_sp. 

The credentials of the Undersigned, accrediting him to the government of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, bespeak the sincerest good wishes of the Presi¬ 
dent and of the people of the United States. These wishes, which the Under¬ 
signed has been admitted to express to that government, cannot, in the dis¬ 
charge of one of his duties, be better subserved than by this note, which he 
has the honor of addressing to His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions of Nicaragua. 

The position of the government of the UndersiVnpd has Kppti rvnpi r»f r-r\n_ 


tions of which His Excellency is charged. Not only has it always been enter¬ 
tained in behalf of his Republic; but it has, also, on no fit occasion, been de¬ 
nied to other free States of Central, or continental, America. 

From the day, when the feuds and dissensions of States, which every rea¬ 
son of peace and security should induce to closest harmony, first broke the 
bond of Union, which gave strength and dignity to their original compact, 
down to the period, when your annals, which, in the history of the civilized 
world, bear the record of your trials, your struggles and your sacrifices, in 
vindicating the liberties of your country, are suddenly disparaged by evi¬ 
dences of the misdoings of contending factions and the effusion of fratricidal 
blood; the United States, never ceasing to look, with anxiety, on all the trials, 
through which you have been destined to pass, still hoped that the energies of 
your people, guided into better channels by the wiser counsels of their lead¬ 
ers, would ultimately settle in the results of a carreer of prosperity, which, 
under institutions friendly to the developement of your industry, the hand of 
nature has marked out for the inhabitants of your favored lands. 

Under the impulse of a genuine interest they have fostered every means, 
which could help your States to reach that prosperity, resulting from the 
establishment of free stable and enlightened governments among them. 
The evidence of those good wishes is amply written in the series of official 
notes, communicated to the Department of His Excellency, by successive 
agents of the United States, in pursuance of instructions of their govern¬ 
ment, of which the Undersigned is, in this instance, however an humble, still 
a faithful exponent. 

Next to the people of the country, which he has the honor of representing, 
no other people, in the estimation of the Undersigned, more than the people 
of the States under reference—not excepting that of the Swiss confederacy— 
ever called, with better right, for the adoption of a federal government, or for 
its restoration, on the basis of a system which protects, in the enjoyment of 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness, some thirty millions of freemen, dis¬ 
tributed over the confederacy, which holds the American Union in bonds of 
amity and power and which, for a parallel, challenges the history of ancient 
and modern societies. 

Instinct with this idea and looking to equal destinies for the States of the 
centre of our continent, none of the distinguished men, who, within the last 
forty years, have been called to establish and keep up relations of political 
friendship and reciprocal interests between the people of the United States 
and those of your Republics, has pretermitted exhortations to this end. The 
solicitude of the enlightened statesmen, who are now entrusted with the 
government of those States, has spared no suggestions, that could sway the 



the limits of her geographical position and excercises the rights of her political 
sovereignty, to anticipate the future and, by the timely consolidation of now 
scattered powers, to avert the disasters, which obvious inducements to ag¬ 
gression and isolated means of defence must invite on single and, it may be, 
distracted States. By this concentration of their powers, the United States 
have hitherto succeeded in guarding their political integrity and protecting 
their sovereign rights. To suppose that the same agency in the States of 
Central America, could fail to produce like results, would be to suppose—and 
the Undersigned rejects the supposition—that Nicaragua, in common with 
her kindred States, is wanting in those moral and political elements, which, 
in the United States, give vigor and consistency to this form of government. 

But these are truisms, for hinting at which the Undersigned might beg 
indulgence, were it not that representing the wishes of his government, he 
would hold it dereliction of duty even to fail to invite the attention of His 
Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations, to subjects, which from their 
importance and necessity, must long ago have undergone the inquiries of his 
mind. But had this question never been presented to the view of His Ex¬ 
cellency’s government, and were this the first occasion, on which their re¬ 
flections are called to a topic of such magnitude, the Undersigned could not 
approach it with more sincerity and zeal than he has devoted to his task. 
There are matters, so obvious in themselves that, but for the sincerity and 
the zeal, it might be considered out of place to commend them to men, who 
like His Excellency, are in the habit of looking into the elements, which go to 
secure the prosperity, or work to the decline, of States. 

The Undersigned will not allow his mind to rest on the latter, in regard to 
your Republics; whilst, for the former, he finds an ample warrant in the 
medium, natural, social and political, in which the people of the various 
sovereignties of Central America are placed. He finds it in the admirable 
distribution of their climate, temperate and tropical, varied from the height 
of your mountains to the shelter of your valleys and plains. In the nature of 
your productions, some of them, wanting in one State, or falling under one 
temperature; yet compensated by such productions, in.another State, and all 
of them, wherever found, found in an abundance of every kind. In the al¬ 
most incalculable productiveness of your agriculture, which, if developed to 
the full of its resources, must, with other pursuits of industry, accumulate 
wealth in return for your commerce, domestic and foreign. In a contiguity 
of territory, covered by a people with an identity of language, customs and 
manners, pointing to an identity of social relations and polictical interests. 
Lastly, in the necessity of their presenting, in the array of nations, a united 
front, made ud of the ae'S'ree-ate nowers of tho nonnlA nowr TioAliacoUr if nr,i- 
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of their interests, their freedom and their safety. 

But before this attainment can be achieved, it is necessary that the meas¬ 
ure of the Sovereignty of each of the States, with all the rights, attached to it, 
should be clearly ascertained and established. His Excellency, the Minister 
of Foreign Relations is, even better than the Undersigned, aware that, from 
time to time, claims and pretensions, put forward by the Sister Republics 
themselves, or advanced by some of the foreign powers of Europe, have not 
only jeoparded the integrity of the territory of some of the States, but have 
actually left them shorn of a portion of their sovereignty. 

The Republic of Nicaragua has not escaped this danger and, under the 
plea of a Protectorate over a few Mosquito Indians, in a portion of the terri¬ 
tory which she claims, she has been for some years exposed to the pretensions 
of a Power, which, unless history be a perversion of facts, is not represented 
upon her page as always scrupulous in the choice of means, leading to her 
territorial aggrandizements. These tendencies, so far as they look to the 
continent of America, have not failed to awake the early attention of the 
United States. Hence the government of His Excellency, as well as that of 
every other of the States on that continent, has long been informed of the 
views entertained, and of the declarations affirmed, by the government of the 
Undersigned, in reference to the establishment of any political Protectorate, 
by any of the European Powers over one, or all, of the Independent States, 
existing in our hemisphere. A pretension of this nature, on the part of any 
of those Powers, involving an assumption of a right to control the concerns of 
those States, is one, against which the United States have repeatedly pro¬ 
claimed their determination and one, to resist which, on any attempt to carry 
it into effect, they will leave no means untried. 

The Undersigned will not enter into a review of the reasons, which impose 
this duty of resistance on the people of the United States. But the sum¬ 
mary of them may be found in the political circumstances of the great ma¬ 
jority of the governments, controlling the destinies of the people, who inhabit 
the American continent. By reason of their peculiar institutions, they have 
peculiar interests of their own, which, if not at war, cannot be supposed to be 
in harmony, with those of the governments of the other hemisphere. It is 
now fast running into a century since the people of the United States de¬ 
clared their separation from the authority and proclaimed the disconnection 
of their interests from those, of any European, or other Power, of the old 
world. A whole generation has nearly passed away from the period, when 
the people of the Spanish American States, induced by the example of the 
people of the United States, declared and proclaimed a like separation of 


political interests and rights. His Excellency will, therefore, appreciate the 
anxiety, if not the necessity, under which the people of the American Con¬ 
federacy are placed, to see that those rights and interests be maintained, 
distinct from those of other nations; and the more so as, the Undersigned 
begs to be allowed the assertion, the United States stand, before the world, as 
sponsors for the System of government, the fruitful application of which, by 
them, has led the people of your countries to adopt it mainly as their own. 

In the probability of a speedy re-opening of negotiations, between Nicara¬ 
gua and Great Britain, in relation to a Political Protectorate, claimed by the 
latter, over territory known as that of the “Mosquito Indians,” and which, 
the former maintains is a part or portion of her Sovereignty; the anxiety to 
which the Undersigned has alluded, is specially experienced by the President, 
though it is associated with a conviction that the assurances, given to the 
government of the United States by that of her Britannic Majesty, of its 
readiness to adjust that question, will be realized into a speedy settlement, 
which shall satisfactorily terminate the controversy. 

Yet in treating with that Power, which has exchanged reciprocal obliga¬ 
tions with the United States, neither “to assume or exercise any dominion 
over Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or any part of Central 
America,” the government of His Excellency, the Undersigned is well as¬ 
sured, will carefully abstain from any stipulation, which clashing with the 
rights of the United States, or trenching on arrangements, subsisting be¬ 
tween themselves and that Power, might lead to any assumption or any exer¬ 
cise, of dominion over a coast, which is at once “a part of Central America” 
and a portion of Nicaraguan territory; and thus not only complicate the po¬ 
litical relations between them, but break also into the integrity of the rights 
of Nicaragua and, through hers, into those of the whole of Central America. 

The Undersigned in the discharge of his duty, would respectfully urge on 
His Excellency, the necessity for Nicaragua, under every aspect, to settle this 
matter between her government and that of Great Britain, without insisting 
on minor conditions, which, adding nothing to the substance of her rights, 
might throw obstacles in the way of a final resolution and be, hereafter, in¬ 
voked to justify a statu quo —should that be the only evil—which in the end, 
cannot but prove disastrous in the exteme to the interests of the Republic. 

Through an official communication, addressed to the Hon; Abbott Law¬ 
rence, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, by Lord Palmerston, 
charged with the Foreign Relations of the British government, that govern¬ 
ment, in answer to an inquiry made, under date of Nov^ 13*.’' 1849,^ in the 
name of the United States, declared: “that Her Majesty’s government do not 
intend to occupy, or colonize, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito Coast, or 
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attention of the Honarable Minister of Foreign Relations to the fact that, a 
declaration not to occupy, or colonize, is not one not to protect;—a right, 
which Great Britain has hitherto claimed. Hence the Undersigned, in the 
name of His government, which has a right so to do, would urgently appeal to 
that of Nicaragua to annul, by explicit treaty stipulations, any claim to pro¬ 
tection, those of occupation and colonization being pretermitted, which 
might be converted into both, under circumstances requiring so convenient a 
course. But as such a course is not to be apprehended, either from previous 
declarations of the government of Great Britain for the last ten years, or 
from those, within a late period, made to the government of the United 
States, the Undersigned can see no reason why a prompt and final settlement 
of the question, whether of occupation, colonization or protection of the 
Mosquito territory, cannot be satisfactorily obtained, if Nicaragua shall only 
refrain from any stipulation, calculated to prolong, if not to defeat the nego¬ 
tiations, and proposed without a strict and exclusive regard to the territorial 
rights which she claims. In addition to this, in view of the assurances of the 
British government, on which the Undersigned cannot too much dwell, he is 
compelled to think that, if Nicaragua shall approach this question, in a spirit 
corresponding to the conciliatory one, avowed by Great Britain, her action 
cannot fail, not only to preserve harmony between the United States and 
Great Britain, and between those two Powers and. the whole of Central 
America; but also to settle forever the claims of Nicaragua, against the whole 
world and confirm her sovereignty over a territory, which, to her, has so long 
been a subject of annoyance. This expectation the Undersigned has the 
greater right to entertain, from the fact that, with the very incipiency of this 
question, his government, never swerving from the line of duty and the indi¬ 
cations of justice, immediately perceived the equity of the claims of Nicara¬ 
gua and have since advocated those claims and steadfastly stood by her 
rights. With these views, which, the Undersigned trusts, will have been re¬ 
ceived as a sincere exposition of the friendly sentiments of his government, he 
would, with an absolute disclaimer of any intention to obtrude his own notion 
of things, respectfully request the privilege of a few remarks, in relation to 
the negotiations, now pending, and soon to be resumed, between Nicaragua 
and Great Britain. 

The Undersigned understands that His Excellency, Ch® L. Wyke, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister to Central America, is soon expected in 


Managua to take up the negotiations, left imperfected by his predecesso 
He, therefore, hopes that these remarks commended, with every disclainu 
of even an intention to influence, to the attention of His Excellency, tf 
Minister of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Nicaragua, may lead him t 
ask for a reversal in the order of negotiations on this matter of the Mosquit 
territory. It is within the knowledge of the Undersigned that when, at a 
interview, had by Gen* Jerez, late Minister of Nicaragua, at the Departmer 
of State in Washington, with the Honorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of State ( 
the United States, that Minister informed him that the government c 
Nicaragua had, at the instance of Her Britannic Majesty’s representativ( 
Sir William Gore Ouseley, consented to postpone the settlement of the quei 
tion of the Mosquito territory to the discussion of a projet of commerci 
navigation and amity, between Nicaragua and Great Britain, not includin 
the adjustment of that question, the Honorable Secretary of State, in pointe 
language, expressed to Minister Jerez his astonishment at the proceeding an 
his inability to understand the course then consented to by the governmer 
of His Excellency. 

That course, the Undersigned, even here, does not pretend to understanc 
nor will he assume the liberty of suggesting one, which might be better shape 
by the sage views, which he is pleased to recognize in the great experience c 
His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations. Yet, in that franknesi 
which His Excellency’s own liberal intercourse has authorized him to use, h 
would intimate that a treaty is a compact between two complete Sovereigntie 
in their moral existence, without reference to their relative power, Tha 
admitting this position, which, he does not think, can be successfully gair 
said, he cannot see how the government of Great Britain, who, under th 
claim of a political protectorate, over a portion of territory, which Nicaragu 
maintains to be her own, rejects, in so much the Sovereignty of Nicaragu? 
can honestly ask her, as a Sovereign Power, to enter into treaty stipulation; 
at the very time, when she taints that Sovereignty and denies a portion of ii 
for purposes, it may be, which the Undersigned will not take upon himsel: 
even to intimate to the just solicitude of Nicaragua for her complete right; 

It is better, therefore, as the Undersigned humbly thinks, that Nicaragu? 
as against the claim of Her Britannic Majesty’s government, should, b 
formal convention, and under the terms and conditions, of which Nicaragu? 
without any more specific definition, is already aware, first assert and secur 
the whole extent of her sovereignty. But as within such extent she include 
the Mosquito territory, which Great Britain, on the contrary, heretofor 
claimed to be a section, independent of Nicaragua and under her protection 
it follows that the former Power, bv such claim, detrants sn miirh from th 
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supposed to be concluded between parties, in the enjoyment and exercise of 
an unquestionable sovereignty—to settle the question of jurisdiction, to 
which Nicaragua prefers so just a right, and this, in order that when the two 
contracting parties may come to stipulate on articles, looking to friendship, 
navigation and trade, those articles may carry with them, on the part of 
Nicaragua the full obligations, resulting from the full rights, which she claims, 
and maintains before the civilized world. In other terms, before Nicaragua 
can consent to make a treaty of seemingly reciprocal benefits, she must assert 
her rights, to the full extent of her sovereignty, in order to receive those bene¬ 
fits; whilst, otherwise, she is binding herself to obligations, which, without a 
securement of those rights, may be, at some future day, invoked against her 
domestic peace, if not her political existence. 

In regard to the means of averting such a contingency, the Undersigned 
would deem it his duty to go into a broader inquiry, were it not that he is 
convinced that His Excellency’s government is already in possession of the 
basis, upon which, with a proper estimate of the pretensions of Great Britain 
and an equally proper appreciation of what they cannot but hold to be the 
juster claims of Nicaragua; the United States would be satisfied to see this 
question of a Protectorate, settled in a way to exclude all arrogations of the 
government of Great Britain and, at the same time, to maintain the dignity 
and safeguard the sovereignty of the Republic of Nicaragua. Although the 
Undersigned, hereinbefore, stated that he would not specifically refer to the 
mode of settlement; yet, under better reflection, he thinks that a more direct 
reference should be made to the manner, in which it is proposed to reach that 
end. That reference he cannot make in language, more appropriate and 
clear than that, which characterizes a proposition, originally communicated 
to the government of His Excellency’s Republic. That proposition was first 
conceived, as presented through Lord Clarendon, the Minister of Foreign 
Relations, to the British government, by the American Plenipotentiary in 
London, who is now invested with the powers of the Chief Magistracy of the 
United States. It was then so fully approved by the government that a 
predecessor of the Undersigned, in this Republic, under date of the 17*^ of 
June 1853,^ was directed to communicate, to the government of Nicaragua, 
the views, which the Undersigned now deems expedient to reproduce for 
reference: 

Admitting these Indians (the Mosquito) to be what the United States 
and Nicaragua regard them—a savage tribe, having only possessory 



LXlio lilcLLLCA as aiicixigv. 

tribes, inhabiting portions of our own territory. An inconsiderable 
annuity secured to the Mosquitos for their right of occupancy to the 
country given up to Nicaragua, would, I believe, cause the British 
government to abandon their protectorate over them; assurance of this 
is given to the United States. 

In assenting to this proposition the government of the Undersigned, he 
conceives, has been inspired by a sense of justice and of conciliation, at once, 
aiming at a just medium between the possessory claims of the Mosquito 
Indians and the unexerted Sovereignty of Nicaragua over the territory, 
which they thus possess. The Undersigned says “unexerted,” because, 
from all the information gathered, there is but little, if any, evidence that 
Nicaragua ever exercised the jurisdiction, which, the Undersigned, otherwise, 
freely concedes to her, under the right of succession to sovereignty, which 
Spain held in 1786, and to which she has acceded by the act of her independ¬ 
ence. 

Nicaragua owes it to the safety of that independence, as well as to con¬ 
siderations of justice to the United States, to bring this question to a prompt 
settlement. The United States ask, as a matter of obligation, under treaty 
stipulations of the 19*?^ of April 1850, and Nicaragua also requires, by virtue 
of her rights of Sovereignty, that the pretended claim of Great Britain, set 
over “Mosquitia,” under a plea of Protection, shall be finally extinguished. 
The object of the government of the Undersigned and of that of Nicaragua is 
identically the same. The former insists on the consummation in view of the 
stipulations of treaty; the latter demands the same thing in the name of its 
Sovereignty. The Undersigned, of course, cannot be guilty of the presump¬ 
tion of indicating to Nicaragua what she should do, in her sovereign capacity; 
but he will beg leave to suggest that, the aim of the United States and that of 
the Republic, looking to the same end—the defeating of a pretension, ad¬ 
vanced by the government of Great Britain on a pretext of protection, but 
held to in reality for her benefit—^if the United States are disposed to consent 
to an arrangement, which shall put an end to that pretension, they cannot see 
with what degree of reasonableness Nicaragua would object to it, or trammel 
it by conditions, which may lead to its defeat. 

Having alluded to the treaty of 1786 between Great Britain and Spain, by 
which the latter power asserts her rights and the former admits them over the 
Mosquito Territory, the Undersigned claims the liberty of herewith transmit¬ 
ting to His Excellency a transcript of a debate, had in March 1787, in the 
House of Lords of the Kingdom of Great Britain, on the subject of the stipu¬ 
lations of that treaty and particularly on its 14*?^ article. It has been ex¬ 
tracted from the Parliamentary Register, volume twenty second; and it is 
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British pretensions in 1859, in a matter, on which His Excellency, the Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Relations, may soon be called to treat. 

With an apology for this protracted communication—if an apology will 
have been deemed necessary for dwelling on a subject of high import to Cen¬ 
tral America and essentially so to Nicaragua—and with a renewal of assur¬ 
ances of most distinguished consideration, the Undersigned has the honor 
[etc.]. 


1535 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 16 Guatemala City, December 22, iS^g. 

Sir: Since the date of my last dispatch 2—I have received a communica¬ 
tion from the President of Honduras in reply to my N? 4 ^ refered to in my 
dispatch N2 14 a translation of which I have the Honor herewith to forward 
marked N° i ® . . . 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1536 

Beverly L. Clarke, United States Minister Resident to Guatemala and Honduras, 
to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

Guatemala City, December 24, 185Q. 

Sir: I have this day received a communication from Mr. Charles Lenox 
Wyke Her Brytanic Majesty’s envoy &c to Central America a copy of which 
marked N° i I hasten to forward herewith by out going mail— 

I have the Honor [etc.] 

1 Despatches, Guatemala, vol, 3. Received January 30. 

2 See above, this part, his No. 15 dated, November 22, 1859, doc. 1529. 

*See above, this part, October i, 1859, doc. 1519. 

^See above, this part, October 15, 1859, doc. 1520. 

®See above, this part, November 15, 1859, the communication from the President of 
Honduras, doc. 1527. 

The omission relates to his failing health, 

® Despatches, Guatemala, vol. 3. Received January 30. 

’ Wyke’s communication follows; 


Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign A fairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

(TKANSI.ATION] 

No. 8^ Managua, December 2t), iSsq. 

It is the desire of the Government that in case Your ICxcellc'ucy has any 
information to the effect that Mr. Cornelius Vanderl)ilt is willing to propose* 
a contract for a transit route through Nicaragua, you will be kind enough to 
communicate to it that which you have. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


Government of Honduras and myself and at the same time informing me that you are 
desired to communicate frankly to myself and this (Government the views of that of 
the U. S. with respect to the rcliiuiuishment to Honduras of Hay Islands 

In obeying these instructions in the letter now before me, the terms, you use in fijieak- 
ing of our possession and occupancy of the Hay Islands apiu'ar to me so extremely 
objectionable that I cannot reply to that part of your communication without giving a 
tone to our corresi)ondence which had better not be introduced into it for obvious 
reasons. 

With regard to the intentions of H. M's Govt (relative to the settleiiient of the Hay 
Islands and Mosquito questions) of which you appear now to entertain so much sniH- 
picion, allow me to refer you to the confidential communication I made to you on this 
subject a few days prior to my departure from Gutitcmala about a month ago I was 
induced to make that communication from the conviction the agents of our respective 
Governments should come to a frank understanding with referance to these matters, 
and I was in hopes that what I then stated to you would have been received with tin* 
confidence that such frankness should have inspired and the more, so as you then ex¬ 
pressed yourself perfectly satisfied with my voluntary cx[)lanati()n I have now 
nothing to add to what I then told you, ancf can only deeply regret that knowing niy 
intentions as you did you should have allowed the Honduras Government tt) remain 
under the impression naturally enough produced by a dispatc'h which it appears you 
had written at that very time to that Government urging them in the strongest terms 
not to conclude any Treaty with me without first of all sending its Htij)ulationH to 
Washington for approval-- You thus brought to bear all the weight of your ollicial 
character to defeat the views not only of II. M'" Government but as far as 1 am aware 
of your own Government also—for I understand that the President of the dnited .States 
is extremely anxious that all pending questions between H. M'" Government and that 
of Honduras should be satisfactorly settled in time to allow Him to annoutice in his 
next Message to Congress that no diffcrancc of opinion any longer exists between Great 
Britain and the United States relative to that part of the t'entral American ([ueHtion 
which concerns Honduras— I have now the Honor to inform you that in Hi)ite of the 
obstacle which you thus gratuitously placed in mjy way I liavc succeeded in cHnieludijig 
& signing a Treaty with the Government of Honduras which I have reason to hope will 
prove satisfactory to H. M'" Government and cannot in any way be objected to by 
your own.— 

With regard to your request that I should forward to you a copy of any convention 
I might sign, I need hardly remind you that it is not costoinary to furnish thaumients 
of this nature to any one, before one’s own Government is in imseaainn of them. 

Lord Lyons 11 . M’“ Envoy at Washington will learn from me all that is necesHary for 
His f,.ordship to communicate to the United States Government relative to a transaction 
which Cannot be officially known to the Queen’s Government for the next six montliH 
to come— 

I have the Honor [etc.]. 


^ Despatches. Nicaraerua & Costa Rica. vol. enclosure 8 q with Dimitrv tn the ‘k'rrHnrv 




Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragiia and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 8 ". Private Managua, Nicaragua, December 28, 185Q. 

My dear Sir : I had the honor of receiving your note of this date,** ex¬ 
pressing the desire of your government to be informed whether I had any 
grounds to think that M* Ch Vanderbilt is disposed to make propositions 
for a transit route across the isthmus of Nicaragua. 

When I k'ft N(‘w \'ork, Mf Vanderbilt told me, in conversation, that 
eitlier he had inadi^, or lu' was about to make, such a proposition, under 
certain conditions, relative to which I was under the impression that I had 
some private memorandums; but upon consulting ray note-book, I find no 
traces of them. I think tliat, even in the absence of such memorandums, to 
the best of my recollection, Mf Vanderbilt expressed such a purpose to me. 

I am, dear ISir, with sincerest esteem [etc.]. 


1539 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[rCXTRACTs] 

No. 8 Managua, Nicaragua, December 2 q, i 8 s 9 - 

Sir: . . . By my Despatch N^ 7, dated at this place on the instant,^ I 
have reported to tlie Department the fact of my official presentation to the 
Senator-President Clubman, in charge, by Legislative decree, of the Executive 
functions during the absence of President Martinez on leave.® . . . 

Although unable to write, save with great exertion and pain, I could not 
allow any considerable portion of time to go by without coming up to the 
more impt)rlant of the duties assigned to me. The transit question first 
commanded my attention; and, accordingly, under date of the 14^*^ instant, 
I directed the annexed note to the Minister of Foreign Relations," touching 
the condition of the route, the action of Nicaragua and the intentions of my 
government. 

Next in importance to the topic of communication from ocean to ocean, I 

Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5, eaclosure 8 ” with Dimitry to the Secretary 
of State, No. 8 , below, this part, doc. 1539 - * See above, this part, doc. 1537. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua iHr Costa Rica, vol. 5-. Received January 30, . • , 

The omitted first iiaragraph reports that a citizen of the United States, under a criminal 
1 af>r nhftrtv bv the Executive of that KeDublic. 


tions, I deemed it proper to blend considerations of polic'v, which should 
induce the States of Central America to a union among tlu'ms('lves, with the 
enforcement of the expediency of Nicaragua’s accei)tiiig, without unicasonu" 
ble conditions, a proposition assented to by the United States, anti thus 
foreclosing, by a speedy arrangement the pretensions of ('.reat Britain ovtu' 
that territory. 

Besides a resort to the pen, I have allowed no oi)portunity to eseapts on 
which, availing myself of the fact that we both lodge in tht‘ same house, I 
could make a effort to impress Zelcdon with the lUH't'ssity of adjusting 
the Mosquito question, as well as all other questions pending hetwi‘(Mi our 
governments. I found him, as he had been represented to nn* a man, slow, 
cautious and even subtle; yet evidencing much larger vi(‘ws than I luul Ihhui 
led to expect. With the directness, which is freqiu'ntly tlu' bi'st way to get 
at what is wanted, I abandoned the gradual approac'hes and plainly inquired 
of him, what could possibly warrant Nicaragua in the strangt* eouna*, which 
she seems to have adopted in this matter of the transit; h(‘re, 1 )y Legislat ivi' 
decrees, annulling vested rights, which ought to l)e decided by Judicial 
tribunals; and there, by an Executive regulation, which, pretending to iiivit'* 
a freedom of transit turns that freedom into a burles(iu(‘ by a decdaration of 
monopoly? Whether it were possible that she did not perceive, or (hat lier 
statesmen could fail to convince her, that such course had ah’eady run into 
disregard of our claims to justice, under the riglits of our ('iti/.ens, ujuI wtis 
fast driving her into destruction of her every prosp(‘Ct of individual beneht. 
Denying the disregard of the right, he would object that there luv many, 
among the best men of Nicaragua, who are fairly convinct'd and maintain 
that the transit is of no benefit to the generality of the Republic. In (his, 
I can bear him witness; for conversing with some of those men, (lu‘y have 
invariably advanced the stereotyped idea that its advantage.s, (hough they 
might be reaped at the extremities of the route, are not necessarily dilTuHed 
through the country and outside of those points. I'hey assert,, on the 
contrary, that when the transit was in operation, the labor reciuired to keep 
it up; the higher wages, given for that labor, than the usual rates of the 
country; the business of transporting passengers and freights, on mule.s 
across the portion of the land route; all of these called off (he hands, already 
too scarce, from the cultivation of the soil and materially reduced the sum 
of the agricultural products of the Republic. 

These views, the correctness of which could be established only by refer¬ 
ence to statistics, unknown in this country, yet which I have not failed to 
1 See above, this part, doc. 1534. 



tin a iiicaua ui iiuuumg uie Country witxi lawless ma¬ 
rauders and of its re-ai 3 erture’s being the signal for the reappearance of the 
same lawless men. I low the oljjections are met, or the prejudices attempted 
to be removc'd, I leave it to you, Sir, to imagine. Not content, however, 
with these personal elforts, I have omitted no official exertion; and I await, 
in the midst of a temporary relaxation from business, consequent on the 
festivities of the season, answers to the questions, which I have proposed to 
the consideration of this government. 

Whilst engaged in jircparing an expos6 of them, information of a reliable 
character reached me that General Levasseur, who had concluded, in 
Belly’s name, the celebrated transit convention with this government, as his 
acknowledged representative in this Republic, had officially advised its 
Authorities that the condition of the grant, the bonus of two hundred thou¬ 
sand francs, had been complied with by its payment to M- Marcoleta, the 
Nicaraguan Minister in Paris. This announcement was followed by another 
one, under date of the 2i*.‘ of Dec^ 1H59, addressed to a gentleman of this 
place, intimating a new order of Belly affairs, a copy of which I herewith 
transmit.^ Unfortunately for the new and brilliant phase of those affairs, 

* The followinK is a triuishition from the French copy of this document, filed with Dimitry's 
cicsputch as enclosure 8“: 

[translation] 

hk 

General Admini.stration Intekoceanic Canal of Nicaragua. 

Cabinet San Carlos, December 21, iH^q. 

Mv dear Sir: ICverything hus changed in our situation, but everything has changed 
for tlu* lietter. I am to-day advising His Fxccllency the President of the fortunate 
changes experienced by our Transit ( ximpany, which is definitively organized under the 
title of .Socictfi Anunyme Nicaraguainc.'*’ You will sec that there is no longer any 
c^uestion of i-'rcncli, ICnglish, or American nationalities, the interests of which are en¬ 
tirely merged and which llout only the Nicaraguan flag, under the law of which it places 
itself in e.stabliHhing (he center of transit operations at Rivas, and having at Paris, 
London, and New York, only administrative branches. This combination cannot but 
please tlie Government of Nicaragua, which, in this way, is master in its own country 
and will enjoy all the advantages of the Transit, without having to expend a cent. 

The contract which I had made with you for reestablishing La Virg6n route and for 
transiKirtation from that point to San Juan del Sur, has not been ratified by the Board 
of Directors, whit;h preferred proceeding at once to establish a railroad, the construction 
of which has been undertaken by the firm of Perdaux et Compagnie at Lyons, and which 
is investing in this work capital to the extent of 12^000,000 francs. I regret, my dear 
Sir, that your plans are upset by this new combination, but I believe that your collabo¬ 
ration in our enterprise can still be of service to us in another form, and you may be 
sure that in this regard you will always find me willing to serve you. 

Iffir to-day, I shall not enter into fuller details. Your good relations with the Gov¬ 
ernment of Nicaragua will enable you soon to obtain the information which I have 
just given to Ills hxccllency the President ad interim. Moreover I shall soon go to 
Managua, where I shall have the pleasure of talking with you more at length and to 
give you a hearty handshake. 

Please accept, [etc.]. 
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the government of Nicaragua, by an Executive decree of the 13^'^ instant, 
had declared the forfeiture of his contract. 

In addition to this, the matter was complicated by the arrival here of 
Co 5 Cauty, one or two days after the decision to rescind had been taken, so 
the information was communicated to me, as the agent of a proposed British 
Transit Company of which more hereafter and in the sequel of this note. 
That event, I believe, took place on the evening of the 15*.^ instant and, on 
the morning of the 16^*^, deeming it my duty not to trust to the slower process 
of a note, which was not yet completed and which would have to be trans¬ 
lated before its import could be made known to the government of Nicaragua, 
I resolved to wait in person on the Minister of Foreign Affairs for an inter¬ 
view, the points of which I took the precaution to couch down and to read 
to him, in the Spanish language, a transcript of which is annexed.^ You 
will perceive that so far as your instructions made it my duty, I gave, on 
that head what, I trust, will be deemed a sufficient expose of the views of the 
government on the question of the transit service. 

Considering in addition the importance, present and future, of the proposi¬ 
tions of which Mf Cauty is the bearer—an intimation of the purport of 
which, I had obtained from a reliable source—and of the consequences which 
their acceptance may involve, in conclusion I directed some of the remarks 
of the conference, with the Minister of Foreign Relations to the consideration 
that, saving always the rights of the United States, in the vested and pre¬ 
existing rights of their citizens, still to be adjudicated, my government did 
not offer to interfere in any arrangement, which Nicaragua might justly 
make, not in violation of those rights. Yet that I deemed it proper, even in 
behalf of the interests of the Republic of Nicaragua, in view of the importance 
of the scheme, to urge upon his Excellency the necessity of maturely delib¬ 
erating before his government admitted even the preliminary propositions 
of M- Cauty, the agent of the proposed British transit company. I strove 
to impress upon him how important it was that they should not do so when a 
proposition, which was seemingly tempting in itself, was made to them, 
w'hen by a process of diplomatic dexterity, which my government could not 
well appreciate and into which I had failed to penetrate, in the negotiations 
of Nicaragua with Sir William Gore Ouseley, she had consented to postpone 
her claims of sovereignty, over the Mosquito territory, to stipulate for a 
treaty of amity, navigation and trade, at the moment when her sovereignty 
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ciiibwei uaiKiy iuLuna.i.eQ to me mat ne was not iniormea, out ne aia not 
think, that a contract was likely to be made with the agent of the British 
company. Thereupon the interview closed with the declaration, as I have 
already said, of the Minister of Relations, that the matters on which it had 
turned would be submitted to immediate consideration of his government. 

From the relations, which I have been able to establish here—growing out 
of the fact, perhaps, of my ability to converse with men, in their own lan¬ 
guage, between whom and myself there might otherwise be a barrier as im¬ 
passable as that, which stood between them and most of my predecessors— 
I have been able, in confidence, to procure and I hereby transmit to you, 
with the assurance of its accuracy, the syllabus of a memoir, presented by 
the agent of the English company, as the basis of their proposition to Nic¬ 
aragua.^ This document, offering the opening of the transit across the 
isthmus of Nicaragua, was submitted by Cauty to the Minister of the 
Treasury, if I am correctly informed, on the i6*? instant. 

It purports that the house of Croskey, now extensively engaged in Aus¬ 
tralian transportation of passengers and freight and some others, it may be 
American residents, in the city of London, have entered into a contract with 
the British government to carry the Royal mails to Australia, via Panama. 
Yet that in consideration of the exorbitant charges of the Rail-road Com¬ 
pany over that transit-route, they came to the conclusion that the con¬ 
veyance of mails, freight and passengers would be cheaper over the Nic¬ 
araguan Isthmus. 

Having come to that conclusion, they more wisely thought of availing 
themselves of the Belly interoceanic grant. But after M- Belly’s return to 
Europe, having learned that the transit had been declared to be free, and 
foreseeing that, under the contract, it could not be carried out, they de¬ 
termined to treat with Nicaragua for the privilege, in their own behalf. 
The underscorings, I beg leave to remark, are mine, as the best commentaries 
on the decrees of Nicaragua. 

Pretending that they are connected, in the projet, with citizens of the 
United States, residents in London, and with the respectable house of Grin- 
nell and Minturn in New York, who have requested them to be allowed to 
participate in the enterprize, they have, in order to conciliate the interests 
of France, also consented to offer one third of the stock of the company to 
French capitalists. 

Finally as a condition, and stipulating for themselves, as an English 
company, they apply for a monopoly of the transit route for a number of 
years, to be decided by the wisdom of Nicaragua and, as a consideration for 
such, exclusive, privilege they bind themselves to pay a bonus to the Re¬ 
public, ranging from fifty to a hundred thousand dollars; and, in farther 
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the government of Nicaragua, by an Executive decree of the 13^^ instant, 
had declared the forfeiture of his contract. 

In addition to this, the matter was complicated by the arrival here of 
Co- Cauty, one or two days after the decision to rescind had been taken, so 
the information was communicated to me, as the agent of a proposed British 
Transit Company of which more hereafter and in the sequel of this note. 
That event, I believe, took place on the evening of the 15*.’' instant and, on 
the morning of the i6^^, deeming it my duty not to trust to the slower process 
of a note, which was not yet completed and which would have to be trans¬ 
lated before its import could be made known to the government of Nicaragua, 
I resolved to wait in person on the Minister of Foreign Affairs for an inter¬ 
view, the points of which I took the precaution to couch down and to read 
to him, in the Spanish language, a transcript of which is annexed.^ You 
will perceive that so far as your instructions made it my duty, I gave, on 
that head what, I trust, will be deemed a sufficient expos 4 of the views of the 
government on the question of the transit service. 

Considering in addition the importance, present and future, of the proposi¬ 
tions of which Cauty is the bearer—an intimation of the purport of 
which, I had obtained from a reliable source—and of the consequences which 
their acceptance may involve, in conclusion I directed some of the remarks 
of the conference, with the ^Minister of Foreign Relations to the consideration 
that, saving always the rights of the United States, in the vested and pre¬ 
existing rights of their citizens, still to be adjudicated, my government did 
not offer to interfere in any arrangement, which Nicaragua might justly 
make, not in violation of those rights. Yet that I deemed it proper, even in 
behalf of the interests of the Republic of Nicaragua, in view of the importance 
of the scheme, to urge upon his Excellency the necessity of maturely delib¬ 
erating before his government admitted even the preliminary propositions 
of IM- Cauty, the agent of the proposed British transit company. I strove 
to impress upon him how important it was that they should not do so when a 
proposition, which was seemingly tempting in itself, was made to them, 
when by a process of diplomatic dexterity, which my government could not 
well appreciate and into which I had failed to penetrate, in the negotiations 
of N icaragua with Sir William Gore Ouseley, she had consented to postpone 
her claims of sovereignty, over the Mosquito territory, to stipulate for a 
treaty of amity, navigation and trade, at the moment when her sovereignty 
was questioned in so much as regarded ^‘Mosquitia.” I respectfully pressed 
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answer darkly intimated to me that he was not informed, but he did not 
think, that a contract was likely to be made with the agent of the British 
company. Thereupon the interview closed with the declaration, as I have 
already said, of the Minister of Relations, that the matters on which it had 
turned would be submitted to immediate consideration of his government. 

From the relations, which I have been able to establish here—growing out 
of the fact, perhaps, of my ability to converse with men, in their own lan¬ 
guage, between whom and myself there might otherwise be a barrier as im¬ 
passable as that, which stood between them and most of my predecessors— 
I have been able, in confidence, to procure and I hereby transmit to you, 
with the assurance of its accuracy, the syllabus of a memoir, presented by 
the agent of the English company, as the basis of their proposition to Nic¬ 
aragua.^ This document, offering the opening of the transit across the 
isthmus of Nicaragua, was submitted by Cauty to the Minister of the 
Treasury, if I am correctly informed, on the 16*.'" instant. 

It purports that the house of Croskey, now extensively engaged in Aus¬ 
tralian transportation of passengers and freight and some others, it may be 
American residents, in the city of London, have entered into a contract with 
the British government to carry the Royal mails to Australia, via Panama. 
Yet that in consideration of the exorbitant charges of the Rail-road Com¬ 
pany over that transit-route, they came to the conclusion that the con¬ 
veyance of mails, freight and passengers would be cheaper over the Nic¬ 
araguan Isthmus. 

Having come to that conclusion, they more wisely thought of availing 
themselves of the Belly interoceanic grant. But after M^ Belly’s return to 
Europe, having learned that the transit had been declared to be free, and 
foreseeing that, under the contract, it could not be carried out, they de¬ 
termined to treat with Nicaragua for the privilege, in their own behalf. 
The underscorings, I beg leave to remark, are mine, as the best commentaries 
on the decrees of Nicaragua. 

Pretending that they are connected, in the projet, with citizens of the 
United States, residents in London, and with the respectable house of Grin- 
nell and Minturn in New York, who have requested them to be allowed to 
participate in the enterprize, they have, in order to conciliate the interests 
of France, also consented to offer one third of the stock of the company to 
French capitalists. 

Finally as a condition, and stipulating for themselves, as an English 



This, with the clamors of an utterly broken treasury, is, in af)|)i'arance 
at least, inducement formidable enough. Another point, howevt'r, which 
does not appear among the data of this summary, but which 1 hold from 
C'auty himself is, if he speaks the truth, that the project conlemi)laUss, be¬ 
sides a mixed water and land service, by Steamers, from tlie confIu(!n('(i of 
the Serapiqui with the San Juan, eonnecting at a point, on the fornu'r river, 
with a road to be improved on the maccaclamizing system, for which there is 
a contract of $300,000, passing along the slopes of the mountains, tlms 
improved, into San Jose, the capital of Costa Rica; and thencc‘, by a road 
now us(xl-*"indeed the only one that, with all its horrors, may be truly so 
called in Costa Rica—-on to Punta Arenas, the only useful port on the Pacific 
coast of that Republic. 

If you will permit me to refer you to Mf Rives' despatch to Mr (dayton, 
under date, London, September I4‘}‘ you will, as I know you would 

have done without this indication, i)erccivc the immense importance, not to 
say the extreme danger, of such a proposition if it were to meet with ac¬ 
ceptance. This plan wa.s contemplated ten years ago, under circumstances, 
infinitely less favorable to the schemes of Lngland, than tliosi*, under which, 
through the pretext of au Australo-Nicaraguan transit route, tlu‘y are now 
presented to our view. 

At the time the ciueslion of water rights between Nicaragua and ('osta 
Rica had barely commenced to assume a conflicting asf^ect. 'fhat ciuestion 
has since been adjusted by their treaty of boundaries and, if I read it aright, 
Costa Rica acquired the right of passage from the mouth of the San Juan, by 
her Serapiejui, and through her inland ways from the Atlantic to the Pacific: 
coast. Such a monopoly as that, conccrlcd to an English company to transit 
across the isthmus of Nicaragua unci, by the San Juan and the Serafiiiiui, 
through the land routes of Costa Rica to the shores of the Pacific would be 
formidable indeed. I have no idea, however, that it is likely to be ('onceded, 
under the consciousness, on my part, that it will be resisted to the utterance. 
[Wc] Otherwise could the proposition meet with success, the conscquenccH of 
it would be easily fotuseen. A monopoly from Nicaragua, for a transit, in 
favor of an English company and a like monopoly from (iosta Rit'a, for llu* 
same purpose, through her navigable waters, if not her land routes, would 
seriously threaten American interests and singularly complicate the ciuestion 
of interoceanic communication. I repeat, however, that my vigilance sliall 
be specially turned to the prevention of any such result. 

‘ Thie follows the original faithfully, but the date is evidently incorrect. C'layton was 
Secretary of State ten years earlier. See Rives's despatch to him from London, of .September 
14, 1840. in the volume and part containing Communications from Great Britain, 



A ui Lut,i on Lins question oi istnmian transit, 1 have had another interview, 
which, if it have resulted in nothing definite, has at least enabled me to make 
a point, which I consider of some importance and had the effect of allaying 
some fears, which I had been led to entertain from an expression of opinion, 
which was represented to me as coming directly from the Senator-President, 
now entrusted with the Executive Powers. In my N'^ 7,^ I communicated to 
the Department that that functionary intimated to M- Perez, the agent of 
the \'elverton Company, that Nicaragua was averse to the opening of the 
transit and that it could be favored by no patriotic Nicaraguan. I am bound 
to infer, if that statement was made to M- Perez—and I little doubt that it 
was, for I hold him to be true and honorable—that it was merely in obedience 
to the instincts of indirectness, which characterizes most of the men in this 
country. 

Anxious to secure, on the transit question, something of a positive nature, 
that I might communicate to your Department, I called yesterday at the 
“ Palace ”, with the intention of an interview with the Minister of Relations, 
To that interview I was admitted; but in the apartment of the Senator- 
President and with him, rather than with the head of the Department of 
Foreign AlTairs. I immediately expostulated with him on a state of things, 
by which the Dnited States felt deeply aggrieved and courteously asked him 
whether Nicaragua, by any possibility, thought that her present course could 
be pursued, without danger to every friendly relations, which should 
exist between the people of both countries. In the course of answers, I ob¬ 
tained from I lis Excellency the admission that he is convinced that the transit 
must be opened and when so, it must be by American appliances. He stated 
that they had had American contracts, French contracts and English pro¬ 
posals; but he was satisfied now that Americans, from every consideration of 
neighborhood, of community of interests, commercial and political, are more 
naturally, as they are ultimately called to open and carry on the inter- 
oceanic service. 

In respectful terms I then observed to him that if Nicaragua were con¬ 
vinced of the imminence of that result, I could not understand why she was 
averse to the offer of a re-aperture, coming from an American company, the 
agent of which was even then at the seat of government, with propositions, 
which, as I had been Unofficially informed, were threatened with the prospect 
of an unfavorable reception. To that he answered that it was a mere resusci¬ 
tation of the proposals of an old company; that the government of Nicaragua 
did not hold itself bound or justified, in renewing any arrangements with a 
company to which they had granted indulgences, as they considered the 
previous arrangements to have lapsed away and as they were so declared to 



error, the stipulations of a contract are subjects for Judicial, or amicable, 
awards when differences arise and not for the decisions of an Executive or 
governamcntal decree; and that failing: the mode of adjustinj^ the question, avS 
agreed upon in the body of the instriinieiit itself, I was pleased to believe that 
there existed, at least. Judicial tribunals in Nicaragua, which, with due im¬ 
partiality, were competent to decide all questions of difference, arising be¬ 
tween the grantors and the grantees. 

He still insisted, however, that the government of Nicaragua considered 
that a compliance with the conditions of the contract, never being com¬ 
menced, they merely established the fact and in consequence of such fact, 
declared the lapse of the company’s right under the contract, ah miiio. d'o 
this I deferentially demurred in general terms; urging that the first right of 
the company, being its right of existence, under the creation of Nicaragua, 
limited by contract, all the other rights were derivative from that original 
one. That any question, arising out of the grant to the company, whether 
the original one of its existence, or those derived from the fact of that exist¬ 
ence, was one, which should come strictly under the decision of the Board of 
Arbitrators, provided for by the instrument of contract. That Nicaragua 
holds that the company here failed, under that contract, and ah initio^ to 
comply with their obligations; while the company, on the other hand, aver 
that they are not open to the justice of the complaint. But as, among the 
controversies, contemplated by the contract, which might arise under it, 
this fact of compliance or non-compliance with its requirements, constituting 
a dispute or dissidence, between Nicaragua and her grantees, was one which 
was fit to he referred to the arbitrators; so it was evident to me that those, 
who supposed that they could decide the preliminary question, by decrees, 
not contemplated by the contract, had trenched upon its stipulations be¬ 
tween the grantors and the grantees and, under the circumstances, exercised 
Judicial Powers, not belonging to them. 

To this he finally assented and I have recorded the fact here, for reference 
on some future emergency, I subsequently begged of him to say to me, as 
the government of Nicaragua declined to organize the transit service, under 
the old company, when an offer was made which could heal all differences, on 
the ground that they had been tried and favored and that they had no re¬ 
sources for the enterprize, why they did not accept the propositions, which, I 
thought, had been made to the government of Nicaragua by Vanderbilt, 
a gentleman of ample means, ready, as I understood, and on reasonable 
terms, to restore the service on the route. The Senator-President, admitting 
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tween Zeledon and myself, the respective copies of which, on the subject, 
I add as accompaniments of thisd Determined to keep aloof from all claims 
and pretensions of candidates for the advantages of the route; And appre¬ 
hensive, it may be, that any declaration of the Minister of the United States, 
as to propositions to reestablish the service on the route, might, without 
reference to those, who claim the right to perform such service, hereafter be 
invoked against that right, I deemed it more prudent, in a private form, to 
return an answer by no means positive. 

C. Lennox Wyke, it is my duty to inform you, presented his credentials 
to the Senator-President, on Saturday the 24*.'' instant. He called on me, 
the evening of that day and, during the morning of the next, his call was 
duly returned. Mindful of your request that I should cultivate relations of 
good understanding with H. B. M’s Envoy and to procure knowledge of his 
intents in his Mission to Central America, I would have applied myself im¬ 
mediately to the latter object; but that the presence of other visitors pre¬ 
vented me from attempting the task. This morning I was informed, by 
Zeledon, that he had the day before yesterday submitted the basis of a con¬ 
vention for the abandonment of the Mosquito Protectorate. I immediately 
remarked to the Minister of Relations, that if the Envoy of H. B. M. pre¬ 
sented a projet, which covered the clear principle of the Sovereignty of 
Nicaragua, I trusted that she would not insist on minor points, not essential 
to that principle, yet hostile, it might be, to a final settlement. 

He answered that there were stipulations, proposed by Great Britain to 
which Nicaragua could not assent. When I asked him what they were, he 
stated that they were substantially some of those, which are found in the 
Dallas-Clarendon treaty.^ To a request that I should be favored by a 
perusal of them, he replied that he will do so cheerfully; but that, for the 
moment, they are in the hands of the Executive and that he would com¬ 
municate them to me so soon as they are returned to him. He remarked to 
me that he was apprehensive that Nicaragua could not yield her assent to 
some of the points; while he added Mr Wyke’s instruction that, if the articles 
were not accepted, tales quales[cuales], he would retire without doing anything. 
This, however, I take to be a diplomatic threat, descried by me in the cau¬ 
tious and jejune information, which Mr Zeledon was pleased to communicate. 

I was more fortunate, however, with Mr Wyke himself. He called upon 
me this morning and found me in the very midst of this despatch. Although 
hard pressed from the shortness of the time, which passes between the receipt 
of your despatch, on the 24''^’, and its answer, by this date, in order to send it 
over from here to Realejo in time to meet the Steamer, which comes on the 


when he answered me that his required him to deal in equal fainu'ss and ^ood 
will. Though, he was sorry to say, he had not met a like spirit, in iny col¬ 
league in Guatemala, who had written to the government of that State a 
violent diatribe against his government. I suggested to him that without: 
denying or admitting what he was pleased to say, I could not take upon my¬ 
self to judge of the propriety of what an American agent abroad, in the di.s- 
charge of his duty deemed it (it to say or to write. 

rie insisted, however, that he had told M (dark what he was about t;o do ■ 
that his intended action seemed to meet his approval; but that on tin; conclu¬ 
sion of his labors, my colleague, in the Hope of a protest, addresstul a com¬ 
munication to the government of Cniatemala, fiercely abu.sive of Great 
Britain. If abuse, in the management of public affairs ever be allowable, I 
do not know that any amount of it and of that character, could be mis¬ 
directed when applied to some of the acts of England. Yet it semns to me 
that a protest addressed, in this case, to the government of Guatemala, was 
sent the wrong way. 

I have not yet been able to see the treaty concluded between Great Britain 
and Guatemala; yet, though M- Wyke assures me that it is all correct, I am 
inclined to believe that England has secured by it an enlargement of terri¬ 
tory. Belize, or British Honduras, as it is conveniently called, may have* 
been left out of the reach of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, as it stood prior to 
the of January 1850; but it was so left, with limits undefined, or with pn‘- 
tensions to territory, which Guatemala had once claimed as her own. 1 1 ('(‘c- 
tainly would seem that, if she has abandoned, or if Great Britain has ac¬ 
quired from her, any portion of territory, which was not firmly and hanajldc 
her own, the latter has acquired some territory in Central America, in whic'h 
she can exercise dominion and power. This question, however, belong.s, not 
to my province, but to that of my government. 

I have gathered from Wyke that he met an easy success in l IonduraR. 
He informs me that he has concluded a treaty, not yet ratified, to restore tlie 
Bay Islands to the Republic, with stipulations for the rights of pro[)erty ac¬ 
quired there by British settlers, with the additional right of remaining in tin*, 
islands, or of disposing of their property should they elect to emigrate. 

In regard to the Mosquito Protectorate, he cursorily communicated his 
purposes to me; And so far as Zeledon has intimated to me and I can de¬ 
rive from M Wyke’s succinct statements, I see a blending of the main princi¬ 
ples of the Dallas-Clarendon Treaty and of our own proposition for an 
annuity; with the addition of a free port, or town, at San Juan del Norte, 
with the right, for its inhabitants of trial by jury, before their own magis- 


interior, tor domestic consumption, are to be liable to the same duties, that 
are paid on similar goods, entered from other ports. This so far wears an 
appearance of fairness, which I shall be better able to test, when M ? Zeledon’s 
courtesy will have procured for me the basis of the Convention, proposed by 
Wyke. What its result may be, there is nothing yet before me that 
would justify a safe conjecture. Mt Zeledon [’s?] intimations lead to an idea 
of disagreement while Wyke’s representations mainly concur with our 
own views of what ought to be done, in order to put an end to this irritating 
question. If, on scrutiny of the proposed articles I shall find them to be en¬ 
tirely in conformity with those views, I shall not withhold from them a hearty 
support. 

In closing this despatch I would have liked to be absolved from the neces¬ 
sity of calling your attention to the accompanying copy of the Treaty, be¬ 
tween the United States and Nicaragua, ratified by the Congress of that Re¬ 
public on the 22^ of July 1859. You will perceive that it appears in the 
Spanish language only and bears no signatures of Plenipotentiaries. 
Zeledon, the Minister of Relations explains this untoward circumstance in a 
manner, which may be admissible, but yet which cannot cure a fatal defect. 
He tells me that when the Congress met to ratify, he sent a copy of the 
treaty in the Spanish language and in that form it was ratified. When it 
came back from the hands of Congress to the Department of Relations it 
[said?] that Gen* Lamar, niy predecessor, had left the country and that there 
was no United States Minister for the purpose of co-signing the instrument 
with the Minister of Relations, appointed ad hoc} 

I deeply regret that my powers do not extend to the case. Were they 
sufficient, I would immediately have drafted the treaty in both languages, 
omitting the clause, which has been struck out, and would send it duly signed 
to Washington in proper form for ratification. As it stands, it is but a blank 
piece of paper; save tliat it contains the decree of the Congress of Nicaragua, 
authorizing the omission, which works a repeal, of the offensive clause of the 
article. Surely nothing can be done to remedy this oversight—if it be 
oversight. 

I have learned, late this evening, that the government have rejected M"" 
Cauty’s proposition in the name of the British transit company across the 
isthmus of Nicaragua, 

I have the honor [etc.], 

1 For the negotiation of this Lamar-Zeled6n treaty, which was never completed, see above, 
this part, Lamar to the Secretary of State, No. 43, March 20, 1859, doc. 1494, and associated 
documents. The lack of signatures which Dimitry laments does not apparently apply to the 
treaty as originally signed, since the copy, in Spanish, filed with his despatch, copies the 
signatures to the original treaty in the usual place. The offensive clause of the r6th article. 


Pedro ZeledSn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicara^tia, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica '• 

[translation] 

B® Managua, Nicaragua, December 2 q, iSscj. 

The undersigned had the honor to receive yesterday from the hands of Mr. 
Alexander Dimitry, Minister Resident of the United States near this C'.ovi'rn- 
ment, his valued despatch of the 19th instant^ and accompanying coi)y wliich 
after translation, (the Undersigned) had the honor to bring to-day to the 
knowledge of Ills Excellency the President of the Republic. 

The Minister Mr. Dimitry may be sure that his friendly suggiistions and 
observations with regard to the necessity of adjusting with Her Britannic 
Majesty the question as to the Mosquito Territory are duly appreciated and 
will be borne in mind in the negotiations initiated by the Minister of that na¬ 
tion, Mr. Charles Lennox Wyke. 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Pedro ZeledSn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica “ 

[translation] 

F® Managua, Nicaragua, January 24, 1S60. 

On December 28 last, the undersigned. Minister of Foreign Relations of the 
Supreme Government of Nicaragua, had tlic honor to receive the kind cUls- 
patch of His Excellency Mr. Alexander Dimitry, Minister Resident of the 
United States near his Government and that of Costa Rica, dated December 
14,'* regarding the matter of a transit route from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
via the Isthmus of Nicaragua. 

The translation and consideration of the extensive contents of the clesj^atch 
in question, as well as many other matters of which Mr. Dimitry liimself is 
aware, did not permit the undersigned to give it until now the answer which 
it requires. 

As His Excellency the President of the Republic had decided, however, to 
call an extra session of the chambers for other purposes, nothing is more ap- 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5, enclosure B“ with Dimitry to the Secretary 
of State, unnumbered, below, this part, January 30, i860, doc. 1543. 


propriate than to submit to them the latest status of this affair, and the con¬ 
tents of the despatch of His Excellency Mr. Dimitry, as everything which has 
heretofore been done in this matter has been done with the consideration and 
the approval of the Legislative Power. 

It is for this reason and because at the same time there is being prepared 
with Mr. Rosa Perez, the agent authorized by the American stock-holders of 
the former interoceanic canal company a settlement or compromise of the 
claims of the said stock-holders, to expedite the prompt opening of the 
Transit Route, since the latest steps of the Legislative Power in the matter 
and subsequent efforts have not brought about this result, that the Govern¬ 
ment of the undersigned, while refraining from analyzing the contents of the 
despatch of His Excellency Mr. Dimitry, has authorized the undersigned to 
advise him accordingly, in reply to his esteemed despatch to which reference 
has been made. 

The undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry^ United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

G® Managua, Nicaragua, January 26, i860. 

The Undersigned, Minister Resident of the United States in Nicaragua, 
has had the honor of receiving His Excellency’s, the Minister of Foreign Re¬ 
lations, note of the 24“' instP in answer to his communication, bearing date 
Dec^" 14*1' 1859.® 

The Undersigned most cheerfully bears testimony to the various causes, 
arising out of the fulness of his own note, out of the necessities of translation, 
and out of the intervening calls, on the time of Plis Excellency, personally 
within his knowledge, which rendered the delay of acknowledgment of that 
communication, inevitable. 

The Undersigned, however, is gratified to think that the views of the 
United States, laid before the government of Nicaragua, through the channel 
of His iLxcellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations, in the spirit of frank¬ 
ness and of amity, which has, all along, swayed his government in the ques¬ 
tion of the Isthmian transit, should have commended themselves to the 
direction, which His Excellency, the General-President of the Republic, has 
determined for them. Properly appreciated by those, for whose farther con¬ 
sideration thev are intended, they cannot but be admitted as a just exposi- 



The Undersigned can not allow himself to be placed under the iajuricms 
imputation of doubting, for a moment, that the acti(m of the government of 
this Republic could have been exerted, in the transit-question, in a niannt'r 
which was not, either deliberate, or referable to Legislative enaclmimts. 
But he will beg His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Relations to allow 
him to state that, under equal deliberation, and one of very long standing, 
the competent authorities of the government of the United States had Ixhui 
forced to the conclusion that the results of the deliberate action of Nicaragua 
have proved as prejudicial to the interests of commerce, and as aggressive of 
rights of their citizens, as if such action had been taken in precipitances, or 
exerted without warrant of law, actual or supposed. 

The Undersigned, however, is additionally rejoiced to be infoianecl by His 
Excellency that, by an arrangement in progress with Rosa Perez, tlu? 
authorized agent of the American stockholders of the “old int(?roceanic 
canal company", a re-opening of the transit, across the territory of Nicara¬ 
gua, may be speedily expected. This announcement of a compromise, if it 
shall reconcile all previous difficulties and safeguard the rights of Anuu'ic'an 
citizens, which the government of the United States have hitherto lu'ld it lo 
be their duty to urge and to maintain, will, the Undersigned begs Uravc* to 
assure His Excellency, not only be received with satisfaction by that gov('rn- 
ment; but it will also be a substantial earnest that the be.st inten'sts of the 
people of Nicaragua are, thenceforward, to be intimately linked with tlu' 
best interests of the people of the United States, in one garanty of ri‘dj>rocal 
advantages, and prosperity. 

With a renewal of his most sincere respect and of his very high considera¬ 
tion, the Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Casta 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Nicaragua, Managua, January 30, i860. 

Sir: . . . The matters, confided to me, are progressing slowly, as all 
things do in this country; but I am pleased to be able to acquaint you with a 
better prospect of their termination than I had hoped for a month ago. It 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5, Received March i. No serial number 
is on the original of this despatch, but from the enclosure designations it is evident that it 


lay, iiL least, many tears wiiicn, i couia not out see, naa taKen possession oi 
the minds of some of this people as to supposed intentions of the United 
States, in regard to Nicaragua. There is no doubt that many of them think 
that our people look upon it as a necessary adjunct to their existence; and 
hence that there is a standing and ultimate design, on our part, to possess 
ourselves of its territory. 

Were so preposterous an idea held only by men in relatively inferior posi¬ 
tions, in this peculiar system of society, it might harmlessly pass into the 
great mass of vulgar errors and vulgar prejudices. But it is entertained by 
some men, whose standing and influence give character to the notions, which 
they disseminate in regard of this subject. My study has been, by the 
mildest and most suasive representations, to dispel them, whenever they 
have come up in the free and somewhat friendly intercourse, which I have es¬ 
tablished with several persons of note in this Capital. . . . 

By my 8,^ I had the honor of informing the Department that Ch'^ 
Lennox Wyke had, on the 24''?* of Dec^ ’59, been admitted to an official audi- 
(uice, for the presentation of his credentials to the Senator-President of the 
Republic. 'Fhe fact was, at a later period, officially announced to this 1 nega¬ 
tion; and that announcement I now transmit to the Department in form of 
coi)y annexed. 

As a means of smoothing the way for the progress of my mission, I judged 
it iiroper, in compliance with your recommendations, to invite the attention 
of Nicaragua to certain friendly suggestions on the e.xpediency, for the Re¬ 
publics of the centre, to re-unite themselves in the bonds of confederacy ;“™-to 
enter into various considerations, looking to such an object and, at the same 
time, particularly dwelling on the necessity, on the part of Nicaragua, to 
settle the Mosquito territory question with her Britannic Majesty’s govern¬ 
ment. A copy of MS' Zelcdon’s answer to that note, dated Decs' 29^?^ 1859,“ 
you will, find as an accompaniment. 

On the 2^ instant, through a note of M^ Cortez, in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of Relations, during M^ Zeledon’s absence, the Legation was informed 
that, by a decision of the government, of the 1“^ inst: copies of both of which, 
notice and decision, are annexed, President Thomas Martinez had, on the 
latter day, again taken charge of the Executive Powers of the Republic. 
This announcement was duly acknowledged by my note, of the same date, 
which is herewith enclosed.* 

Aware, from antecedents probably not unknown to the Department of 
State, and indeed, from the opinions generally received here, that M'' Cortez, 
the Minister of the Interior and War Departments, is any thing but friendly 

‘ .See above, this part, December 29, 1859, doc, 1539. 



to the people of the United States, if he have [w] not been their evil sf)irit in 
this administration; I was reluctant to broach any of our questions with him, 
during his management of the Department of Relations, in the absence of 
Mt Zeledon, who, on the 30“' ult: had left the seat of government, olhcially to 
receive a new Bishop of Nicaragua, at Realejo, and incidentally to visit his 
family in Chinandega. 

Out of policy, however, I determined to pay him my respects, on his acces¬ 
sion to the Department of Foreign Relations. This was, accordingly, <Ione 
on the instant. In sinte of my resolve, the question of the transit, coining 
up almost immediately, and being introduced l)y Mt Oortez himsi'lf, I could 
not but depart from my previously settled purpose. An occasion bt'ing thus 
offered, I expressed to him a firm hope that, whilst the management of tlie 
Foreign Relations of Nicaragua was in his hands, his efforts might be applii'd 
to bring his government to a speedy arrangement of a matter, which mine 
was resolved should be settled without unnecessary delay. He was reft'rred 
to my note of the 14*“ of Dec^ 1859,1 addressed to Zeledon, a.s conveying 
the views and embodying the intentions of the United States. That note, I 
stated to him, had been resorted to as a renewed testimonial of the willing¬ 
ness of my government to lielieve, though the course of Nicaragua might 
otherwise suggest, that she was yet ready to defer to the demands of justice 
and of right. 

He said, in answer, that he had just assumed the charge of the D(‘part- 
ment, in M'' Zeledon's absence and that he had not yet taken cognizance of 
the note. I told him that it contained the last conclusions to which (ht‘ 
vacillations of Nicaragua had led the President of the United Stales; and I 
trusted that the month would not go by without the government of the Re¬ 
public’s putting it in my power to convey to mine the announcement tliat 
She had adopted a steadier and juster rule of action. He replied to thin that 
the matter was cn iramite —the word means ’’path” and is a favorite one, 
with all of them, to put off questions, when hard pressed. I observed to him 
in a jocular tone, but with serious emphasis, that I hoped it was a straight 
one and that the issue from it might find Nicaragua in a fair attitude before 
the world, whose interests, in trade and travel, had been deeply prejudicial 
by her past course. 

I availed myself of the occasion to impress on Cortez that, at an inter¬ 
view with the Senator-President, while he temporarily swayed the alTaire of 
State, upon my urging on him considerations why Nicaragua should promptly 
decide this question and decide it with reference to parties, with which She 
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the work. This expressed opinion of the Senator-President was the more 
cogently pressed upon him, as I had been reliably informed of his opinion 
that, the old company, being a Nicaraguan corporation, is, therefore, exclu¬ 
sively subject to the laws and decisions of Nicaragua; and, in addition to 
this, I had been led to believe that the creation of a species of private board, 
composed of two leading men, in the Department of Granada, to entertain 
Cauty’s propositions, mentioned in my N^ 8,^ had received his coun¬ 
tenance. Hence the reason why I so strenuously insisted on the declaration 
of the Senator-President. 

Alluding to the charge of the Department of Relations, committed to him, 
he introduced the question of the Sovereignty of Nicaragua over the Mos¬ 
quito territory. Plis views, in the course of his remarks, seemed to bear 
particularly on the reservation, contemplated for the Mosquito Indians, on 
the freedom of the port of San Juan, and the right of trial by jury for its in¬ 
habitants. I told him that all those questions were agreed to be settled on 
the bases, laid down in the Dallas-Clarendon treaty,2 and that although that 
treaty was not ratified, not on account of any of the points under inquiry, 
still it contained a statement of principles, admitted by Great Britain and, 
with a few slight modifications, by the United States. That upon those and 
other points there existed a good understanding between our government and 
that of her Britannic Majesty. Hence, if the latter proposed nothing, in the 
main, inconsistent with them; an arrangement, in harmony with those prin¬ 
ciples would be acceptable to the United States and hailed as the termination 
of a controversy, in which, if further prolonged, Nicaragua must certainly be 
damaged. 

Returning to our own and more immediate concerns, I earnestly pressed 
him to promote the termination of the transit question, within the shortest 
delay and, in the meantime, to be pleased to communicate to his government 
the views, which I had the occasion to present to him. He answered that, 
as he had already stated to me, the question was en tramite, or under con¬ 
sideration. 

Anxious to improve even the least opportunity of advancing the settlement 
of our affairs, I touched upon the question of our claims, into the justice of 
which Nicaragua had proved indisposed even to inquire. I urged on him 
that, where there was such a difference of opinion, as existed between us and 
Nicaragua, in regard to those reclamations, the only fair and safe way was to 
hand them over to arbitration. That this was the tendency of all civilized 
governments in cases of like nature. That we had lately concluded conven¬ 
tions of this character with New Granada and Paraguay, the ratifications of 
whirl! were oendine-. if not already exchanged; and that the instructions of 



return. 

In connection with the Mosquito Protectorate, touched on, in one of the 
preceding paragraphs, I do not deem myself at liberty to pass unnoticed a 
conversation, had with the President, Geid Martinez, and which, although of 
an entirely private character, still seems to demand some mention Oi it to the 
Department. On a mere visit of courtesy, on Sunday the instant, in tlu' 
course of a free and most friendly conversation, the President iiujuired 
whether I had seen the treaty concluded between Great Britain and Hon¬ 
duras; and what I thought of the form of recognizing the sovereignty of the 
latter over her congruous portion of the Mosquito territory, as betwe^en Iut- 
self and Nicaragua and as laid down in the instrument. I told him that I 
had not yet been able to procure the body of the treaty itself, but that fnmi 
an analysis of it, which I had met in a newspaper of the day, I considert'd 
that the form of expression might be admitted with safety. I Ic said that he, 
too, was pleased with it; but that, so far as Nicaragua was concerned, he 
would require, in the proposed treaty with her, that it should be stipulated, 
not that Great Britain recognizes the Sovereignty of Nicaragua over Mos- 
quitia; but that it should be declared that She restores —resLituye was his ex¬ 
pression—such Sovereignty to Nicaragua. From this intention, I strov(i, in 
the most respectful manner, to divert his mind. In declaring that She re¬ 
stores such Sovereignty, England, I urged, would, by inference, be declaring 
that, at some time and in fact, She had unjustly taken it away from Nic¬ 
aragua. Now that form of expression might envolve and im])lied confession 
of wrong, which Great Britain could not be expected to register, even by 
implication, in the stipulations of a treaty. I attempted, therefore, by every 
cautious consideration and by apt arguments, to remove any insistanci* on 
mere technicalities of language, which might endanger the successful result 
of the negotiations. That if any thing, therefore, were proposed to the 
Republic, not repugnant to the settled policy and the friendly desires of the 
United States, it would be to her interest to give it mature deliberation and 
not dwell on considerations and demands, which better estimated, might 
prove to be of a secondary order. What Nicaragua wishes is that the family 
of nations should be informed that hers is the Sovereignty over Mosquitia and 
that Great Britain, by the form of recognizing that Sovereignty, placed her 
in that attitude before the world. At this point the nature of the conversa¬ 
tion was changed. 

As this despatch is written in the order of events, in keeping with the 
dates, to which they are referable, in my memoranda, it falls in the line of 
my duty to report to the Department a circumstance, which will properly 
find its place here. On the lo*? inst: I was informed, fmm a 



had been selected to receive and consider M- Cauty’s proposition for the 
projected transit route. Of Vegas I knew but little, except as a politi¬ 
cian of much influence, it is said, because of ample means. The other, 
Ciuzman is the Senator, who was appointed, by act of Congress, to discharge 
the ICxecutive Powers, during the absence of General Martinez. At that 
time I had an interview with him in presence of M- Zeledon, in which I 
exposed to him frankly and unreservedly the views and resolutions of the 
President. In that conference, as you will gather from my Despatch 8 
of the 29’'^ of December 1859,’- he admitted that, under all circumstances of 
neighborhood, of political considerations and of reciprocal advantages, he 
had come to the conclusion that the transit across their isthmus was marked 
out for the agency of the “North Americans”. If he spoke his sincere 
thoughts to rne then, his action as a member of that commission, sitting on 
the offers of an English company, may be foreseen with some degree of 
probability. 

Still, having, on the instant, learned that such a commission had been 
instituted at (iranada, the hot-bed of opposition to every thing American, 
to entertain the proposals of the English company to open the transit, 
which may have been modified from the original ones transmitted to the 
Department, with my note of the 2g*}^ ultimo, I immediately proceeded to 
the national “Palace,” whither I sought and obtained an interview with 
M !■ Rosalio ('ortez, in charge of the Department of Relations, in MZeledon’s 
still continued absence. Without any preamble, I broached the question 
of the C'ommission, stating to him that I had learned with astonishment, 
not to give expression to another feeling—which would have been one of 
indignation had it been fitly uttered—that such a commission had been 
authorized by the government. I stated to him, I hoped, as he assumed the 
management of the Foreign Relations of the Republic, that from my con- 
fLM'ence, with M*' Zeledon, of the i 6 ^ 1 ‘ of December, on written notes—from 
the results of an interview with which the Senator-President had honored 
me—from my ofllcial note of the 14^^ of December last,^ now in the Depart¬ 
ment, which he was conducting—and from my own conference with him— 
he had been possessed of the resolutions, to which my government had come 
on the subject, whether of the transit per se, or of the rights of American 
citizens, acquired under contracts with Nicaragua. 

He essayed to enter into what would have been but a renewal of stale dis¬ 
cussions on both the topics; when I respectfully submitted to him that I 
had not come to the Department for the discussion of questions, which the 
United States considered to be now without its pale; but to protest against 
any measure, which (admitting the right of Nicaragua to perform all acts 



transit with any difficiilties or bring the rights of our citizens into jeopardy. 
I added, if he were otherwise uninformed, and for fear that he might not. l)i‘ 
thoroughly apprized of the views of my government, communic;iled to his on 
three several occasions, I would proceed to put him in possession of them. 
Thereupon I drew forth your instructions—with which I had pr(‘[)ared my¬ 
self—and orally translated such portions as I deemed necessary to miforet* 
the views of the President. I must say that he remaim'd for a monu'ut 
abashed. 

When he resumed the conference, he again recurred to the Ihrt'adbare 
considerations, with which they have, I fear, been studiedly eluding and il- 
luding the government of the United States. To this I again put a stop by 
telling him that I had an unexpected opportunity of writing to my gov(‘rn- 
ment—a courier of the British Minister, of which, however, I did not avail 
myself—and that in view of Cauty’s proposition, the original t('nor of 
which I had in my possession, and of the Commission, purported to hav(; 
been raised by the authorities of Nicaragua, I wished to know what was 
meant, so that I might convey its import to the Department, 'riius di¬ 
rectly interrogated and pressed, he admitted that there was such a commis¬ 
sion—I have, since the interview, learned, with what degree of trutli, I 
know not, was his work—but that the propositions having conui from a 
company, which offered high advantages, Nicaragua did not wish to appt'ur 
unwilling to listen to them and that the authorities had, conseciiu'uLly, re¬ 
ferred the matter to the Commission to which I have alluded. 

I observed to him that it did not belong to me to inquire into any [)olicy, 
which the supreme authorities of Nicaragua might choose to inirsiu;, in suc'h 
a delegation of their powers; but that it was my duty to remind him, as I 
then did, that any arrangement, which might go to hamper the transit, nr 
impose upon it any onerous or vexatious restrictions, or infringt^ vestccl 
rights of citizens of the United States, their government would surt'ly and 
inevitably resist. This he answered by stating that there was little proba¬ 
bility of an arrangement hostile to the United States. That he had comt* to 
the conclusion that the transit, if oponed, had to be so by the “ North Anu'ri- 
cans.” But that the government could not entertain any proposition from 
the “White or Stebbins company”; that Nicaragua had been hum bugumdo 
—the word is his—humbugged by them and that she would now make 
arrangements with any American company, which should give them ample 
security. 

In answer to this I took special care to remind him that the government 
of the United States had all along abstained from espousing the rival claims 



have escheated, through the action of Legislative or Executive Decrees. 

He here interrupted me, saying that we, in the United States, seemed to 
be in error on this point. That the lapse of the rights of the company had 
not l)ccn declared by a Decree of the Executive; but that it had been so by 
a Legislative enactment of the Sovereign Congress. I replied to him that 
we did not mistake so far as he conceived. That the Legislature is one 
branch; the ICxecutive another; and the Judiciary a third, branch of the 
Supreme Powers of Nicaragua. That one of them, the Legislature, had 
thought proper to decide rights under contracts and another, the Executive, 
by its approval, to confirm this decision, which should have been declared by 
the third power, the Judiciary, through its lawfully constituted tribunals, or, 
better still, by the arbitration, stipulated by Nicaragua, in the 33^ article of 
the contract. The conference ended here, with a renewed protest of mine 
against any arrangement that could, in any way, clash with the rights of 
citizens of the United States. 

Your despatch of the 2^ ultimo ^ calls my attention to the solicitude, with 
which the Department was then awaiting the result of my co-operation with 
M ^ Wyke in reference to the settlement of the question of the British pro¬ 
tectorate over the Mosquito Territory. All my thoughts and acts, on this 
subject, have been marked by a like solicitude. On the 29^*^ of December 
last, I wrote to my government ^ that I had a frank and cordial interview 
with Wyke and said to him that, were it not my own inclination, it was 
made my duty to have a fair understanding with him, when he stated that 
he too was instructed to have intercourse of the like character, with me. 

Almost immediately after that period, M- Zeledon, between whom and 
Wyke the preliminaries of the Mosquito question, had been gone into, 
was called away from this Capital, for reasons, which have already been 
communicated to the Department. I then understood that M*' Cortez, 
who had been entrusted with the duties of the Office of Foreign Relations, 
would continue, with M*^ Wyke, the negotiations initiated with M^ Zeledon. 
Knowing from his own statement that he would not be back for ten or twelve 
days, I deferred, until his return, formally communicating the purport of 
your instructions of the 22*^ of September ’59,* although I gave an insight 
of them to Cortez in one of our interviews. In the meantime, I sought 
one with Wyke, for which purpose, I called on him on the instant. 
Among other things, I invited his attention to the fact that though the Dallas- 
Clarendon treaty * might be fairly considered as containing an exposition 
of the views of both our governments, on the subject of his mission here; still 
that there were, as he knew, a few points to which the Senate of the United 

I See above, this volume, ot. 1. doc. 1126. *See above, this part, doc. 1539 - 
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States had demurred. Gradually cominpf down to my point, I adduced, for 
instance, the 3*^ condition appended to the 4^)' article of the treaty. I ex¬ 
pressed to him my doubts as to the fitness of that condition, whetluM- con¬ 
sidered under the Dallas-Clarendon or the Glayton-Bulwer arrang’cmcmts. 
That condition garanteed all hona fide grants of land, beyond the re.servH'd 
district, made by the Mosquito Indians, after the i®.*- of Jani' 1K4H. I was 
willing to admit the virtue of that guaranty for lands granted down to 1850; 
but I did not think that after such period, the 3*^ condition could either fairly 
or safely enter into an arrangement between Great Britain and Nicaragua. 
To this he answered that the branch of the article referred to must be a con¬ 
dition of that arrangement with the government of this Reimblic. On this 
point, and with this declaration of his, I did not deem it prudent further to 
press the matter with him., aware that M’' Zeledon would soon be put in 
possession of the views, entertained by our government, in a more direct 
form than that of suggestions, in private conversations. 

Being informed of the expected return of the Minister of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions, I again called on M'" Wyke, on the of January instant and vt'r- 
bally re-iterated to him the expectation of my government that some modi¬ 
fications, which it desired and which did not appear to be unacceptable to 
his, would be kept in view in the contemplated convention between Great 
Britain and Nicaragua. I gave him the substance of your instructions on 
this head and as he had, on a previous occasion, extended to me the courtesy 
of looking at a despatch of Lord Lyons’, I returned it by affording him a pe¬ 
rusal of that portion of your instructions, which directed me to inform the 
government of Nicaragua of the views of the United States and to communi¬ 
cate my action to H. B. M’s Minister here. I inquired whether he was 
informed that those views had so far met with acceptance, at the hands of his 
government, that Lord Napier, in 1857, had presented a projet in accfird- 
ance with those views? To this he I'eplied that he had no knowledge of them. 
I again reverted to the character of that 3*^ condition and endeavored to 
point out to him its irrelevancy to the settlement of the question. He 
immediately answered that a like agreement had been made with 1 londuras 
and that the condition was one sine qua non. I insisted, however, that if 
the condition was held to, it ought to be restricted in its intended oiKiralion, 
especially as no one could tell what grants had been made, and to what 
extent, by the Mosquito Indians since the first of January 1848. No change 
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had passed over to M- Cortez and that they had continued with him up to 
his return. 

I observed to him that I regretted being deprived of the privilege of look¬ 
ing into the propositions that were then on the tapis, as I deemed it due to 
the United States that they should be apprized of the terms of settlement, 
put forth by M • Wyke. He replied that I might rely on his shortly affording 
me an opportunity of seeing them. I then, according to your instructions, 
which authorized me to furnish him with such portions of your despatch 
N? 3 ^ as I might consider subservient to the ends in view, handed to him, 
in a Spanish translation, such selections as I deemed useful in the premises. 
Six days ago he delivered to me the projet of a convention; but I soon dis¬ 
covered from some marginal notes that it was that, on the basis of which, 
C^ortez had been treating with M*" Wyke. To my purposes it was com¬ 
paratively irrelevant. Knowing that the conferences were drawing to a 
close, I yesterday applied to him to allow me to examine the propositions, 
when I procured from him the privilege of perusing, not the bases, but the 
instrument itvself, signed on the 28*'.^ instant. On this I shall abstain from all 
comment. 

Those portions of it which refer to the abandonment of the protectorate, 
the sovereignty of Nicaragua, the dispositions agreed upon for the Indians, 
the provisions in relation to their government, the grants of lands made by 
them since the i".'' of January 1848, the stipulations for the port of Grey- 
town, I had copied, and, leaving out the mere stipulations, in regard to the 
creation of commissioners, I have the honor to transmit that copy with this 
despatch.'^ No time is allowed me to comment on the character of the ar- 

* See above, this volume, pt. i, September 22, 1859, doc. 1121. 

® The following is the text of this enclosure: 

Partial Copy of a Treaty heiween the Republic of Nicaragua and Her Britannic Majesty 
relative to the Mosquito Indians and to the rights and claims of British Subjects 

Exhibit of Plenary powers, &c. &c. 

Article i 

On exchanging the ratifications of the present Treaty, H. B. M., Subject to the con¬ 
ditions and engagements specified therein, and without prejudice to any question of 
lioundary between the Republics of Nicaragua and Honduras, will recognize as belong¬ 
ing to, and under the sovereignty of, the Republic of Nicaragua, the country hitherto 
occupied or claimed by the Mosquito Indians within the frontier of that Republic, 
wliatever that frontier may be. 

The British protectorate of that part of the Mosquito Territory shall cease, three 
months after the exchange of the ratifications of the Present treaty, in order to enable 
Iler Majesty's Government to give the necessary instructions for carrying out the 
stipulations of said Treaty. 


rangement. I am painfully impressed, however, with the conviction that it 
will fall short of the expectations of my government; whilst I entertain an 
idea that it will not receive the unqualified approval of the tiongTcss of 
Nicaragua, which is about to be convened by the of March next, as I am 
informed. 


Article 2 

A district within the territory of the Republic of Nicarai’ua shall be assigned to the 
Mosquito Indians, which district shall remain, as above stipuiatinl, luuler the sover¬ 
eignty of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

Such district shall be comprised in a line, which shall begin at the mouth of the River 
Rama in the Caribbean Sea; thence it shall run up the mid-coiinse of tliat river to its 
source, and from such source proceed in a line due west to the Meridian of H.]'.’ 15' 
longitude West from Greenwich; thence due north up the said Meridian until it .Hlrikes 
the river Mueso, and down the mid-course of that river to its inoutli in tlu' Sea uh laid 
down in Bailey’s map, at about latitude from 14“ to 15“ north, ancl l.ongitiule West 
from the Meridian of Greenwich; and thence southerly along the shore of the ('aribbeiin 
Sea to the mouth of the River Rama the point of commencement. Hut the di.stric't 
thus assigned to the Mosquito Indians “may not be ceded by them to any foreign I’er- 
son or State; but shall be and remain under the sovereignty of the Republic of Nicaragua 
(—“The Spanish has “no podrd ser cedido”) 

Article 3 

The Mosquito Indians, within the district designated in the preceding article, shall 
enjoy the right of governing, according to their own customs and according to any 
regulations which may, from time to time, be adopted by them, not incoiisislerit with 
the sovereign rights of the Republic of Nicaraijua, themselves and all persons residing 
within such district; Subject to the above mentioned reserve, the Reiniblicof Nicaraguii 
agrees to respect, and not to Interfere with, such customs and regulations so establiished, 
or to be established, within the said territory. 

Article 4 

It is understood, however, that nothing in this treaty shall be construed to J)rc*^'ent 
the Mosquito Indians at any future time from agreeing to absolute incorporation into 
the Republic of Nicaragua, on the same footing as other citizens of the Repulilic, and 
from subjecting themselves to be governed by the general laws and regulations of the 
Republic, instead of by their customs and regulations. 

Article 5 

The ReiDubllc of Nicaragua being desirous of promoting the social iiuproveiuent of 
the Mosquito Indians, ancl of provicling for the maintenance of the autlioriLies £0 be con¬ 
stituted under the provisions of article 3 of this treaty, in the district assigned to the 
said Indians, agrees to grant to the said authorities for the space of ten years, with a 
view to such purposes, an annual sum of live thousand hard dollars-- Tlie said sum 
shall be paid at Greytown by half yearly payments to such persons as may be authorized 
by the Chief of the Mosquito Indians to receive the same, ancl the first payment hIuiII 
be made six months after the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty. 

For the payment of this sum, Nicaragua will levy ancl especially consign a duty, to be 
levied according to weight, on all packages of goods that arc iiuportccl into that port 
for consumption in the territory of the Republic, and in case this duty shall not sullice 
for the payment of said sum, the deficit shall be made up from the other duties levied in 
the Republic. 

Article 6 

Her Britannic Majesty “engages to use her good offices with the Chief of tlie Mos¬ 
quito Indians so that he shall accept the stipulations which are contained in this con- 


uuinmunication irom /.eieaon, copy or wnicn, togetner witn Liiac oj. my 
answer, is hereto annexed.’- The Department will perceive from the tenor 
of the note of the Minister of Foreign Relations that the question of the 
transit is to be referred to the Congress. This will probably take place simul¬ 
taneously with the submission of a contract, which, as Zeledon states, 
is about to be entered into between Mf Rosa Perez, the agent of the “Stock¬ 
holders" of the “old C'anal Company" and the Republic of Nicaragua. 

Standing aloof from the private interests, connected with this matter, and 
looking only to the extent to which they can affect the general interests of 
the United States, I have not deemed it to be my duty to give advice beyond 
the point of Nicaragua’s making such an arrangement as will settle the 
rights and claims of the company and allow the speedy reopening of the 

habitants of Orcytown, consents that trial by jury in all cases civil or criminal, and 
perfect freedom of religious belief and worship public and private, such as has hitherto 
been enjoyed by them up to the present moment, shall be guarantied to them for the 
future— 

No duties or charges shall be imposed upon vessels arriving in, or departing from the 
free port of Creytown, other than such as may be sufficient for the due maintenance 
and safety of the navigation, for providing lights and beacons, and for defraying the 
expense of tlie police of the port :—neither shall any duties or charges be levied in the 
free port on goods arriving therein, in transit, from sea to sea. But nothing coiitained 
in this article shall be coiustruccl to prevent the Republic of Nicaragua from levying the 
usual duties on goods destined for consumption within the territory of the Republic. 

Article S 

All bond fide grants of land, for due consideration, made in the name and by the 
autliority of the Mosquito Indiana since the i"‘ of January, 1848, and lying_beyond 
the limits of the territory, reserved for the said Indians, shall be confirmed, provided the 
same shall not exceed in any case the extent of one hundred yards square, if within the 
limits of San J uaa or Greytown, or one league square if without the same, and provided 
that such grant shall not interfere with other legal grants made previously to that date 
by Spain, the Republic of Central America, or Nicaragua; and provided further that no 
such grant shall include territory desired by the government of the latter [Opposite the 
word "latter” in the margin of the file copy the word "last” was written in ink.-—Rd.J 
State for ports, arsenals, or other public buildings. This stipulation only embraces 
those grants of land made since the of January 1848—_ In case, however, any of the 
grants referred to in the preceding paragraph of this article should be found to exceed 
the stipulated extent, the Commissioners hereinafter mentioned, shall, if ptisfied of the 
bona fide.s of any such grants, confirm to the grantee or grantees or to lus or their rep¬ 
resentatives or assigns, an area only equal to the stipulated extent-y 

And in case any bona fide grant, or any part thereof, should be desired by the govern¬ 
ment for ports, arsenals, or other public buildings, an equivalent extent of land shall 
be allotted to the grantees elsewhere— 

Article p 

The Republic of Nicaragua and Her Britannic Majesty shall, within six months after 
the exchange of the ratificationa of the present treaty, appoint each a Commissioner tor 
tlie purpose of deciding upon the bonafides of all gi-ants of land mentioned Jo the pre¬ 
ceding article, as having been made by the Mosquito Indians, of lands heretofore pos- 
aesaed by them, and lying beyond the limits of the territory described m article i. 

Articles 10, ix and 12 

They treat about the manner in which the Commissipners shall be appointed, and 
nil r'nnrprnlnfr ihftif decision uDon thc Ktauts of land, thoir salaries 6c 
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transit-route. Some of the stipulations of the contract, a copy of which, 
from want of assistance, I regret not to have it in my power to transmit, 
seemed to me calculated to bring about that consummation, should the 
“Stockholders” ratify the action of M? Perez, their authorized agent. 
When I say “authorized agent”, I am not informed that the powers of his 
agency go so far as to cover certain conditions to which he proposes to sub¬ 
scribe. One of the articles of the contract, for instance, stipulates that the 
“old company” shall renounce all pre-asserted rights and assume all claims, 
that may be brought against Nicaragua, by virtue of the rights claimed under 
the contract, which has been declared forfeited. In consideration of this 
and of their purchasing, for a sum, I think, of $100,000, certain improve¬ 
ments, machinery &c to which Nicaragua lays claims, they are to enjoy, for 
50 years, the privilege of transporting passengers at $1.25, one dollar and 
twenty five cents per head and carrying freight free of charge on the part of 
the government. The transportation of the United States’ Mail and the 
other requirements of the treaty are, of course, not overlooked. 

The exclusive privilege of navigating the lakes and rivers of Nicaragua, 
which was formerly granted to the Company, is revoked; but their right of 
transportation and carriage on the transit route, from San Juan del Norte, 
to some port on the Pacific Coast, to be selected by them, is exclusive; re¬ 
serving, however, to Nicaragua the right of constructing a rail-road or roads 
to Realejo, or to the Bay of Fonseca. The project moreover contemplates, 
in case of the completion of the Canal, that the rights of the stockholders 
shall cease and that the contractors on the Canal shall be held to purchase 
their stock of every description, used in the service, at valuation price. 

There are other stipulations, of which, being still informal, I have not 
been able clearly to possess myself. On the whole, should this contract be 
accepted, it will remove all difficulties, as between Nicaragua and the un¬ 
dertakers and give a flattering prospect of a re-opened transit, across this 
isthmus, by the i®.* of October next, if not much sooner than that time. 

It may be proper for me to state that this project is but an additional 
proof of the shift to which this government has so often resorted whenever 
it has stepped into the wrong. They had acted wrongly in the case of the 
Cass-Yrisarri treaty, and when they were reduced to the necessity of righting 
the wrong, they would not do it directly but they must resort to devious 
ways for the work, and ultimately accept the identical treaty under a differ¬ 
ent name. They have openly declared uncompromiting hostility to what 



caused me more anxiety than the condition, in which I was grieved to find 
our treaty with this government. I cannot foresee how mine will have 
judged the case; but I cannot help thinking that it will consider the treaty, 
under the form of ratification, which the Congress of Nicaragua has set to it, 
in no other light than that of re infecta. If, therefore, by the time when 
Congress will have assembled, I am not otherwise instructed by my govern¬ 
ment, I shall proceed. Sub spe rati foederis on my part, to sign a treaty 
omitting the obnoxious clause, to be submitted at the extra session of the 
Congress. Their sessions are once in two years; they will have had two extra 
sessions, within seven months, following upon the regular one in January 
1859. We cannot wait until the month of January 1861 for the ratification 
of a treaty, which envolves interests so important; while, in the perfectly 
exhausted condition of their treasury, it might be exacting to require a second 
extra session, in i860, to ratify an instrument, which, originally concluded 
sub spe rati, may, in the absence of specific powers, again be so under the 
same form. 

In foresight of such a necessity, I have procured, from M- Zeledon, the 
treaty, concluded between my late predecessor and himself and have already 
copied out the English text. As the Department of Relations has no officer, 
on whose clerical accuracy, in the English language, safe reliance can be 
placed, I shall perform the same work, exhausted as I may be by the unas¬ 
sisted labors of this Legation, for the Nicaraguan copy of the Treaty. 

I trust that, in sending it up for ratification, it will not go unaccompanied 
by other matters for Legislative action; for I have a promise from Zeledon 
that he will, in the course of a very few days, discuss with me the terms of 
the convention, which I have prepared, to settle the claims of American 
citizens on the Republic of Nicaragua. For all the uncertainties, which 
characterize every thing done in this country, I hope to be able to inform 
the Department that the conditions and terms of a convention have been 
arranged between M- Zeledon and myself.^ . . . 

Very respectfully [etc.]. 

1 This omitted portion treats briefly of private claims and of his family’s happy and help¬ 
ful social relations with the people of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, and the consequent heavy 
expenses for which he mentioned having drawn a draft, which he hoped would be honored 
when it reached the Department. 



Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and ( osUi 
Rica, to Rosalia Cortes, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ‘ 

Managua, Nicaragua, February o, 

For the ulterior purposes of this note, the Undcrsij^necl, Minister Ri'sideiit 
of the United States in Nicaragua, solicits the attention of llis Fxi'V, Sor 
D. Rosalio ('ortez, acting Minister of Relations, to the* following farts. 
The Undersigned having been informed of the alleged tippointmriit uf a 
commission, in the city of Granada, to take cognizance of certain pniimsals 
of an English company, represented by M*' G. Gauty, deemed it his duty, 
in the condition of transit affairs, between the United State's and Nicaragua, 
to seek, on the lo^’' of January ult., an oflicial interview witli 1 1 . E., the act¬ 
ing Minister of Relations, during Zelcdon’s recess from the affains of the 
Department. 

The Undersigned is satisfied that H. E. will not have forgotten that, in 
that interview, he expressed to him his surprise that such a comnn.^Hion had 
been instituted by the government of Nicaragua, whilst the rights of 
American citizens to perform the service on the transit route were still under 
consideration. The Undersigned than imiiroved the occasion to expre.sH 
to Kis Excellency, D. Rosalio Cortez, a hope that, on his assuming llu* 
Department of Foreign Relations of the Republic, he had, from the 
conference of the Undersigned with Zeledon, on the 16^.** of December 
last,^—from the results of an Interview, with which the Seimtor-I'resiiient 
had honored him—from an official note of this Legation to Zt'ledon, of 
the 14*.'* of December ’59,® in I'elation to the matter—and lastly from a con¬ 
ference, which he had with His Excellency himself on the 3*^ of January last, 
in which he solicited his efforts to bring the transit question to a prompt 
adjustment—had an opportunity of informing himself of the concIusionH 
to which the government of the Undersigned had come, wlndher the (jue.stion 
of the transit was considered per se, or whether the rights of citizens of the. 
United States, under grants from Nicaragua, were concerned. 

The Undersigned fairly stated to H. K., the acting Minister f)f Relations, 
that the government of the United States had ceased to look on the matters, 
in the light of such as could usefully invite farther discussion; and, in etpially 
frank language, objected to the intercurrence of any measure, which, (saving 
the right of Nicaragua to perform all acts properly belonging to her .sovi'rt'ign 
capacity) could either involve this transit question in any new difficultic'H, or 
bring the rights of American citizens into jeopardy. For fear that the set t hnl 
views of the government of the Undersigned, already communicatt'tl to that 

^ Deanalchea. Nirarncviin X' Cnsl’n Rtra vnl e #‘nr>lnoiiria Ult) wU li t UrnN«fit* 


chrt'C'lly n'ferred him to his instructions then in hand. 

Wlu'n tlie IJndersiKned had stated to His Excellency that, through an 
un('X[)c;<:tcd olTer, he had an opportunity of addressing Iiis government and 
h{‘ (U'sirc'd information as to the fact of a commission, represented to have 
been raisc'd by the authorities of Nicaragua, to act on Canty’s proposals; 

I lis I'ixcolU'ncy frankly admitted the creation of such a commission, adding, 
however, that the proj)osition having come from a company, which tendered 
great advantages, “Nicaragua did not wish to appear unwilling to listen to 
tluMU,'' and hence the reason for which the authorities had referred the pro¬ 
posals to the commission, in relation to which the inquiries of the Under¬ 
signed liad turned. 

I lis ExciEency, tlie Undersigned is persuaded, will not fail to remember 
also that lie then exposed to him that, disclaiming all intention to question 
tlu* policy which the Supreme Government of Nicaragua might choose to 
pursue, by such a delegation of their powers, it was his duty to remind His 
Excellency that any arrangement, which might go to hamper the transit, 
impose on it onerous or unreasonable restrictions, or infringe vested rights 
of citizens of the United States, their government would surely and firmly 
oppose. 

'fo this, His Excellency was pleased to answer that it was not very prob- 
aiile that any arrangement should be made unfriendly to the United States. 

II is iCxcellency was pleased to add, in echo, as it were, of the words of the 
Senator-President, when in the temporary exercise of the Supreme Powers 
of the Republic, that he was impressed with the belief that the transit, if 
opened, .should lie so by tlie “North Americans”, from various circumstances, 
among which His Excellency referred to a “mancomunidad ”—an association 
anti a fellowshifi of interests between the people of both countries. Yet, 
I lis Excellency objected, his government could not entertain any proposi- 
tion.s from the “White or Stebbins’ Company”; that Nicaragua had been 
hwnhugimulo by them—that was His Excellency’s expression—and that 
she was disposed to make arrangements with any American company, 
provided that they offered to her ample guaranties, which she would expect, 
for the [lerfonnance of their obligations. 

His Excellency will recollect, beyond all doubt, that, in answer to his 
ob.scTvalions, marked by great frankness, and in dismissal of this topic of 
the conference, the Undersigned made it a point to remind I lis Excellency 
that the government of the United States had consistently refrained from 
deciding lictween the rival claims of companies or of individuals~a right to 
which, in fact, it does not pretend—that have come forward to compete for 
nflvantao'fis of the transit route: and that, with what comoanv soever 



mat satistactory guaranties were leiicierea; uut mat so lar us tiu* i iuuhi 
S tates' government is interevSted, it had provided that the rights of Anieri('»ui 
citizens should neither be postponed, or declared conliseated, through the 
application of Legislative or Executive decrees. The Undi'rsigned woulcl 
now inform His Excellency, the Acting Minister of Relations, (hat !)>' the 
last steamer, he duly transmitted to his government the foregoing tian.seript 
of the words, which passed, and of the points, which were math*, at tin* con¬ 
ference of the of January iH5(>, between His ICxcelleney and himself, 
when His Excellency held, in relation to the government of Nicaragua, the 
very position which he now occupies in Zeledon’s ahsenee from (he 
Department of the Foreign Relations of the Republic. 

To this statement of both the words and the results, which gri'W out of 
that interview, the Undersigned regrets to find himself compi‘lI<‘d to appeal, 
in order to appreciate a measure, intimately connected with the traii.sit (jues- 
tion and, as it appears, lately adopted in direct oiiposition to tin* expecta¬ 
tions, if not in equally direct falsihcation of the language, tlu'n lu*ld out 
to the Undersigned by His Excellency, the Acting Minist(‘r of Relations. 
Firmly relying on that language, which justiriecl the expectations, the 
Undersigned will leave it to His Excellency to judge of the indignant sur¬ 
prise, with which he received, from Granada, late in the coursi* (T this day, 
a pamphlet published at that place and purporting to be* a i)rinted contract, 
bearing date of the 31“.*^ of January i860, between Mt (ieorge h\ C'auty, on 
the one part, and Mess^." Fernando (mzman and JAilgencio Vega, "com¬ 
missioned by the government of the Reimblic", on the other part,^ and pre¬ 
tending to dispose of the service on the transit route, in sik'Ij a manner as 
summarily to dispose also of the vested rights (jf Amcirican citizens, which 
the United States have hitherto maintained and which, tin* UnderHigiUHl 
begs His Excellency to be thoroughly assured, they will to tin* last infallibly 
assert. 

The proceedings of that commission and the results of their action, strange 
as they may appear in the juncture to which the transit (iiu'slion liati been 
brought, are doubly strange in view of the unqualified dt'clarution of His 
Excellency, that it was instituted for the purpose of saving the government 
of Nicaragua from the reproach of seeming unwillingness "to li.Hten" to 
terms promising benefits to the Republic. To listen, however, to the nature 
of propositions and then, under the pretext of listening, to reduce them to 
stipulations of contract, are two specifically distinct thing.s, which, the 
Undersigned humbly conceives, could no where else have been c()nnecn*d 
with the meaning or value of the word. The distance which separatea 



(‘xt'ftion of llu' hand. SuHlained by the ready statement of H. E., Sor D. 
Rosalio Cortez, llu* Undersigned can well understand how the persons, 
si'U'eted for tlu* purpose, might have “listened” to the proposals of the 
I'ingiish ('ompaii}’’ and it may further be—though the Undersigned was 
not infornu'd of su('h farther duty- -have referred the result of their listening 
to a liiglu'r and controlling authority; but, at the same time, he begs the 
])riviit‘g(‘ to stat(‘ that, with tlie assistance of the very best will, he has failed 
to p(‘rc{‘iv(‘, lu‘ will not say a congruous, but even a remote, relation between 
th(‘ {)asHivt‘ duty of Ustx'uing to terms and the actual fact of concluding a 
contract by a commission, which, from the representations of His Excel¬ 
lency, tlie Undersigned was led to consider as a Board of Auditors, not raised 
to stipulate x'oiulitions of contract, but to report certain terras, after hearing, 
for the action of tlie regular authorities of Nicaragua. 

Tlie Und(Tsigned is aware that it is neither easy nor safe to inquire into, 
or to judg(‘ of, the motives of men. Hence, in this case, he will scrupu¬ 
lously abstain from all iiuiuiry and all judgment. Never subscribing to 
the unworlhy doctrine, which would teach that language was formed, not 
to exiire.s.s, Imt to disguise, the intentions of the mind; he sincerely enter¬ 
tains the belief that, in the course of the interview of the of January 
last, and in reference to this very point. His Excellency’s better intentions 
were betrayed through his words falling short of the meaning, which he 
desired them to convey. Otherwhse, with the broadest understanding of 
their import and with unfeigned reliance on the honest significance of those, 
wdiich Ills ExcclUmcy, the Acting Minister of I'oreign Relations, was 
pleus(‘(l to UH(‘; tht' Undersigned freely confesses that he would never before 
havt' conceivi‘d the elasticity of language which could extend the words 
“listcm to propositions” into a meaning to confer authority to enter into a 
contract, touching the transit, signed and sealed by a commission of Audi¬ 
tors, in the di.slant town of Granada; whilst His Excellency S? D, Pedro 
Zeledon, the head of the Department of Foreign Relations, and the Under¬ 
signed, Minister of the United States, were, at the seat of government in 
Managua, engaged in devising the adjustment of that question between the 
two governments. 

This execution of a contract, not intimated, nor contemplated, in the 
declarations of His hlxcellency, Sor Cortez, compels the Undersigned once 
more to advert to tlie fact that, in answer to his pointed objections, aimed 
both at the. institution of the commission and at any measure, which might 
alTect tlie tenure of the transit service and the rights of American citizens 
(then under consideration by constitutional agents of the Republic) the 
Ar^tlntr Minister of Relations nakedlv affirmed to him that there was little 



unwiuiuj? to listen to nij^niy acivaiiiageous pro{)osais oi an i-.nj^iisn roin - 
pany. The Undersigned admitted the dedaration of Ills l*‘,.xet‘Il(‘nt'y, Sor 
C'ortez, and, with no qualifying words from the lips of llu' Miiust<‘r, readily 
accepted it as convejdng to him both the nature of the commission and the 
extent of its powers. 

Now this declaration of His h’.xcellency, contrasted with the contract 
executed by the Board, forces two suppositions on the convictlous of tiu* 
Undersigned. At the period of his declaration, Ills Mxcellency was either 
not fully aware of the objects of tiiat commi.ssion, or being so awan* of lluun, 
he was pleased to withhold their measure anti extent from the kuowletlge tif 
the Undersigned, when he requested, a.s he liad the right to do in the name tjf 
the United States, to be informed, first as to its existence and (hen as to its 
objects. The latter suppo.sition, the high and honorable character of Ilis 
Excellency, the Acting Minister of Foreign Relations, utterly forbids the 
Undersigned for a moment to entertain. Yet, thrown ui)on the fornuT, he 
is at a loss to understand how, wielding at that particular time, and ex 
virtutc officii, the combined powers of the Departments of the Exterior and 
of the Interior of the Republic, the latter of them esix'dally charged, uiiIeH.s 
the Under.signed mistakes, with matters of this nature, wlu*n tliey do not 
come in contact with questions, depending on the managtmient of the h'oreign 
Relations; His Excellency should not have been entirely apprized of the real 
and ulterior objects of the Board, when he frankly informed the I 'iidensigned 
that its creation was intended to work so as to shield Nicaragua from cc’n.mire, 
arising out of any implied unwillingness to listen to the propositlonH of the 
English Company. 

The obscurity, however, in which, for all the frankness of I Us Excellency's 
declaration, this matter is involved, i.s further incn'ased by a iktuscU at the 
contract itself, the preamble of which s(>ts forth, beyond all possible doubt, 
that it is drawn up by “commissioners of the government cd tin* Repul)lic, 
with necessary powers and instructions to enter into a eontracq: for an 
Atlantic and Pacific transit across the territory of Nicaragua." Duly 
weighing the facts in the premises and the declaration of Ilis Excellency, at 
the interview of the loH'’ of January last, the Undersigned is temiued to 
believe that the commissioners, having performed their duty as Audilora, 
were subsequently furnished with instructions and authorized to tmUT into 
contract. Otherwise, should this belief be ungrounded, llie I'ndcrsigned 
is utterly unable to understand a note of IE Ex^, Sor Don Pedro Zeledon, 
of the date of Jan?' 24*^.'' last,^ in which, acknowledging a communication of 
the Undersigned of the 14“' of Dec^ 1859,« embodying the conclusions of tlie 

1 'I't. __. . . ... . 


United States' government on this very topic, His Excellency, in stating his 
reasons for the delay which attended its answer, says: 

It is for these reasons and because there is now preparing with Sor D. 
Rosa Perez, the authorized agent of the American stockholders of the 
old Interoceanic ('anal Uompany, an arrangement, or a compromise, of 
th(‘ prt'leiisions of said stocklioklcrs, to facilitate a speedy re-opening of 
the I'ransit, since the late provisions of the Legislative Power, in the 
matter, and the attempts consequent iq^on them, have not been able to 
prodiu'e that result, that the government of the Undensigned, abstaining 
from an :>nlaysis of Ml 1 )imitry's despatch, has authorized the Under¬ 
signed so to state to him, in answer to his esteemed aforesaid despatch. 

'riu‘ Undersigned will not conceal from His hixccllcncy that the clear 
language of the extract, to which he respectfully invites his attention, has 
don(‘ away with much of the astonishment, which he could not refrain from 
expressing to His Excellency in the commencement of this note. The 
Undersigned cannot possibly conceive that the worthy incumbent of the 
Department of I'oriagn Relations could, among other things communicated 
by orthn- of his govt'rnmc'iit, have otlicially informed this Legation of the fact 
tliat an arrangement, with the recognized agent of American parties, was 
in course of pri'imration here, in Managua; had he been aware that gentle¬ 
men invested, as the terms of the contract compel the Undersigned to 
acknowledge, with necessary powers, were in the city of Ctranada conclud¬ 
ing a contract with an English company. The Undersigned, Minister of the 
United States could not certainly, without presumption, expect to have 
i)(‘en betl(T informed than the excellent Minister of Foreign Relations. 
'I'he UnciersigiuKi will absolutely abstain from any remark on the nature, 
the cliaracter and the conditions of the Granada contract. The due course 
of coriH'spomkuice will take it to his government with the accompanying 
ccjpy of this note. To the action of that government he safely leaves the 
ajjpreciatictfi of the instrument itself and of the causes, which have brought 
ab(3Ut till* nec't'ssky of this communication, in concluding which, with a 
prcjtcst in the most formal manner against the whole proceeding, the 
Undersigned [etc.]. 
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Pedro Zeleddn, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander Dimitry, 
United Stales Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

C K) Managua, February 21, i860. 


instant/ relative i".*' to a ('omniission in (iraiuula, appointetl by ihr 
Government to listen to certain propositions of Geoi'Kt^ t'auty, agent of 
an Mnglish company, in reference to an inttn’oeeanic transit, ai'i'oss the teni 
tory of the Republic; 2'“*/^' to verbal conference's had betwetni Diniitty 
and Nn Rosalio ('orlez, whilst in charge* of this Ministry, in tin* absence of 
the Undersigned; 3'’*^ to ;i printed pamphlet, publicly circ'idated, which con 
tains the, conditions of a formal contract, enter(*<I into betwt'cn that C'om 
mission and l\U ('uuty, 

'riu* Undersigned had stat(*d to M- Uimitry, in his oHicial answer of the 
24‘.'’ of January ultimo,® that In* was engaged in imdcing tin arrang(‘nn'nf or 
comijromise with Rosti l’(*rez, agent of the stockholders of the old 
Atlantic and Pacific ('anal C'ompany, of their pretensions in order to facili¬ 
tate a speedy opening of the transit, atnl that he was thus autlnniired to 
state in his answer; and that KU Dimitry himst*lf is tin ocular witness of the 
labors, performed by the Undersigned and NU Ih're/,, 

This notwithstanding, as the In'gislative d(*er{‘(* of tin* 2.1U of March las! 
and the meaning in which it has been constru(*d by the ('Inimhers, in prac 
tical cases, left no room for an exclusive transit contract, such as that to 
which the .stockhol(l(*rs of that Gompany pretend, (he govt*rnnn‘nt has 
not deemed itself authorized to conclude this, or any other contrail, in 
op[)OvSitu)n to that meaning; hut has always inti'iulecl to submit it to the 
deliberation of the Ghambers, in an expedient casi*, to ri'iieal or not that 
decree. 

In the meantime and in the alrsence of the Und(*r.signed, Mf (';inty pre 
seated to the government prc)i)osilions on tlu* part of an English t'ompany, 
and it deemed it proper to appoint a commission in Granada to listen to them 
and to draft a suital)le project for the pui'ixise of submitting it also to the 
Ghambers; because in the present condition of those matters, it is not within 
the competence of the Rxecutive to exclude such proi^osition.s; hut tin* coni' 
missioners, through a mistake, shaped that aid', in such ti manner as to give 
room for the abuse committed by its publication and even by Home Huppres 
sion (of part of the instrument?); nor has the government, in any manner 
approved it, as it is more conclusively adverted to in the decree, convoking 
the Ghambers, which the Undersigned has the honor of enclosing to 
Dimitry. 

Gortez, who was charged, ad interim, with the h'oreign Relations, dur¬ 
ing the absence of the Undersigned, has stated to him that, in the verl»al 
conferences, had with Mt Dimitry, all the answers, which hi; gave to his 
questions, were preceded by the protestation that he was not instrut'led by 


I.UV A.iwoi, auLutiiiLK. uitiuuei, Luiu me constant intention oi tne government, 
iiKlicaled in his answer of the 24*'?* of January last,^ has not been moved or 
changed and that the approaching meeting of the Legislative Powers will 
enal)le it to come to a conclusion in those questions, upon which it will not 
fail to rc'port all the antecedents and especially the oflicial despatches of 
Mf Dimitry. 

'File Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 
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Alexander Piniilry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica, to Rosalia Cortez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

D Managua, Nicaragua, February 26,1S60. 

Sir : It devolves upon the Undersigned, among the duties of his Ministry, 
liy late directions of his government, seriously to call the attention of the 
government of Nicaragua to the Despatch of the Department of State of the 
United Statiis, bearing date of July 25'".’* 1858® and communicated, on 
tlie of August following,'* to the Department of I'oreign Relations of 
tlu! Repulilic, I)y his immediate predecessor, the late Mirabeau B. Lamar. 

'Fhat cle.spatch, in so mucli as it touches the transit question, was directed 
to the knowledge of the Supreme Powers of the Republic, through the chan¬ 
nel of the oHice of Imreign Relations; in order that the views, the intentions 
and re.solutionH of the (Government of the United States, in connection with 
the transit ciuestion should, at the earliest date and beyond the reach of 
doubt, be seasonably laid before the government of Nicaragua. 

'Fhi.s refercnct‘, on the present occasion, the Undersigned considers to be 
most fitly and ausjiiciously made, as the international concerns of both gov¬ 
ernments were then, as they are now, under the enlightened management 
of 1 lis ICxcellency, Sdr Cortez, the Acting Minister of Foreign Relations of 
Nicaragua. 

At tlu^ date of the 2^ of February instant,® when the despatch of the State 
Department demanded the duty, which the Undersigned has now the honor 
of discharging, his government was under a physical impossibility of knowing 
what was transpiring in Granada on the 31®.* of January i860, in relation to a 
pretended transit contract with an alleged English company. The Under- 


‘ See above, this part, doc. 1541. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5, 
tary of State, No. 10, below, this part, doc. 1547 - 
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enclosure D“ with Dimitry to the Secre- 
^ See above, this oart. doc. ld6o. 



signed will, therefore, in view of such illusory contract, he* pe'rinitted to 
renew, on this head, the assurances of the constancy of the iiinpttses and 
determinations of his government, conveyed in every word of that <lt‘.''patcli, 
which relates to the transit-service, and the rights to it, whic'h, the I nitenl 
States consider, have been acquired by some of their citizens tlirough grants 
of competent Nicaraguan authorities. 

Laying aside the more general considerations of that despatch, whicli 
should long ago have convinced Nicaragua of the inexpedi(*ncy of closing 
against the access of the world the gateways, between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, which happen to have been reared by the hand of nature at 
the eastern and western extremities of her territory, there are, in the doi'u- 
ment to which this note relates, among the points of essential and dirt'ct 
bearing, one or two to which the Undersigned cannot absliiin from recalling 
the attention of this government. Will His Excellency, the Alinister of 
Foreign Relations, therefore, allow the Undersigned l(i invite him again to 
consider the frank language of the United States, oriicially communicated to 
His Excellency’s government nearly two years ago? In fairne.ss and in 
candor it urged upon Nicaragua that: “The progress of events has rendered 
the interoceanic routes across the narrow portions of ('entral Ameriea vastly 
important to the commercial world, and especially to tiu* Uni(e<i States 
whose possessions, extending along the Atlantic and Pacific ('oasts, demand 
the speediest and easiest modes of communication. Whilst the just riglits 
of Sovereignty of the States, occupying this region, sliould always be re¬ 
spected, the United States shall expect that those rights will be i‘xt'rcist*d 
in a spirit befitting the occasion and the wants and circumstances that have 
arisen.” 

Proceeding from this loyal statement of their views;* disclaiming the 
prosecution of any merely selfish purpose;—protesting against sut'h a inse ai 
the transit-route, across the territory of Nicaragua, as would (exclude any 
interest of the commercial or traveling world from its free (‘njoyment the 
United States in addition declare—and the declaration is earnestly com¬ 
mended to the friendly spirit of the Republic-—that “they de.sire that the 
advantages should be equally common to all nations.” What they do de.sire, 
especially, “and mean to accomplish, is that the great interestH, involved 
in this subject should not be sacrificed to any unworthy motive, but .should 
be guarded from abuse; and that when fair contracts are fairly (uitered into 
with American citizens, they should not be violated.” 

This, the Undersigned asks the privilege of assuring His Excellency, the 
acting Minister of Relations, is an unreserved exposition of the single desire 


of Nicaragua, is again and most respectfully invited, then will the United 
States expect that, in those cases, "where their citizens have entered into 
contracts with proper Nicaraguan Authorities, and questions have arisen 
respecting the fidelity of their execution, no declaration of forfeiture, either 
past or to come, shall possess any binding force, unless pronounced in con¬ 
formity with the provisions of the contract if there are any, or, if there is no 
provision for that purpose, then unless there has been a fair and impartial 
investigation in such manner as to satisfy the United States that the pro¬ 
ceeding has been just and that the decision ought to be submitted to.” 

Having thus, and by way of a memorandum, been led, in the performance 
of his Ministry, to refer to a topic, on which, the Undersigned firmly enter¬ 
tains the conviction, this Legation will be spared the necessity of again 
addressing the Department of Foreign Relations of the Republic, unless it 
should be in congratulation on the success of mutual efforts to close a ques¬ 
tion, sufficiently irritating in times past, but which, under the influence of 
circumstances which have lately surrounded it, if allowed to advance further 
in the direction mistakenly given to it, must, the Undersigned is certain, 
result in detriment to the good feelings, which the United States have not 
only been anxious to cultivate with the Republic, but which they have also 
evinced by acts of direct and friendly intervention in matters, in which her 
vital interests are concerned. These observations, however, for which the 
Undersigned, with every deference, invokes the consideration of His Excel¬ 
lency, the Acting Minister of Relations, are rather the result of abundant 
caution than of any doubt, as to the just and equitable course which Nica¬ 
ragua means to pursue in a question, which, important to the United States, 
becomes doubly so to herself, when her interests and her honor, which is 
her best interest, are inseparably linked. 

But even did such doubts now exist, the Undersigned would be compelled 
to find an assurance of their groundlessness both in the official statements 
of His Excellency, Sor Zeledon, made by order of his government, on the 
24*.*^ of January ultimo and in his communication of the 21I* of February inst., 
which is hereby acknowledged as an answer to the note of this Legation, of 
the 9^^ instant,^ transmitted to the Department of Relations, then in charge 
of His Excellency, the acting Minister, Sor Cortez, and protesting against 
the action of the honorable commissioners of the Republic, resulting in a 
seeming agreement of contract between them and the allied agent of a 
company, the existence of which was quite as problematical as was probable, 
(unless the Undersigned be misinformed) the want of authentic powers, in 
the hands of that alleged agent, at the time when the representatives of the 
government proceeded, with him, to stipulate that contract. 


Zeleclon’s note of the 21®.*' inst: that it was “through mistake” that the 
distinguished citizens, to whom the government had assigned the duty of 
Auditors, had “shaped their act, in such a manner as to afford room for the 
abuse committed by its publication and even by some suppression” of part 
of the instrument. The statement of His Excellency, M- Zeledon, Minister 
of Foreign Relations of the Republic, now in charge of Sor D. Rosalie Forte/,, 
has thrown much light on that, which was before envolved in much obscurity. 
Yet the Undersigned while admitting, as an acceptable explanation, the 
acknowledgment of error in the action of the commission, conveyed to him 
by the note of the 21 of February, but advert to the fact that this action, 
though taken in error, is as calculated to work the same results—uiu’xi)ected 
obstacles, raised in the way of asserting clear and undeniable American 
rights—as if it had been exerted in due conformity with the instruction of 
the honorable commissioners and within the strict limits of the i)owers dele¬ 
gated to them by the Supreme Government. He, therefore, trusts that, 
in the pending settlement of the rights of American citizens, those rights 
shall, in no way, be further damaged or affected by the conseciuences of an 
error of agents of the Republic of Nicaragua. 

This note would not reach its ends were it to fail to exi)ress to J f. IC. 
Sor D. Rosalio Cortez, the Acting Minister of Foreign Relations, tlu; addi¬ 
tional and deeply sincere gratification of the Undersigned, Minister of the 
United States, derived from the explanation, which he has received, from 
Mr Zeledon, of some of the matters, touched upon by the Undi'rsigncd in 
his communication of the 9^.'* of February, addressed to Mr Cortez, then 
acting Minister of Relations. 

Now the Undersigned is doubly gratified in the consciousness that he 
himself had beforehand inferred the existence of some error, which had 
caused the clashing between the assurance of His hixcellency and the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Granada Commission. Mr Zeledon’s note of the 21“.'' has 
officially confirmed the supposition of such an error and justified the infer¬ 
ence of the Undersigned. 

With the tender of his very respectful consideration, the Undersigned 
[etc.]. 



Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

Managua, Nicaragua, February 28, i860. 

Sir : . . . Since the date of my N- 9,“^ circumstances have taken place 
here, which may materially affect the question of the transit route. Inaus¬ 
picious as they seemed at first, they may, however, work favorably in the 
issue. A statement of the facts may enable you to form a better judgment. 

My despatch of the 30^^ of January ult: reported to the Department the 
substance at large of what I consider, under those circumstances, to have 
been an important interview had, on the of the same month, with H. E. 
M- Cortez, the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, in relation of a commis¬ 
sion established in Granada to take cognizance of certain proposals of a soi- 
disant agent of An English Company. It conveyed at the time a copy of 
M- Minister Zeledon’s note of the 24*.*^ of January,® informing this Legation 
of an arrangement in progress to settle the “pretensions” of the old Inter- 
oceanic Canal Company. The declarations of Cortez, the announcement 
of M ^ Zeledon, I received as an indication that, after two months of toil by 
day and even by night—for conferences ran even into its depths—I might, 
with some degree of confidence, advise my government to expect a speedy 
adjustment. But this is a country of unexpected events, prepared with 
inconceivable duplicity. 

While anxiously awaiting a final determination, I was, on the evening of 
the 9^^ of February, informed of the conclusion of a contract ^ in Granada, 
during M- Zeledon’s absence from the Department of Relations, at the time 
under the management of M- Rosalio Cortez, the Minister of War and of 
the Interior. 

I immediately proceeded to address to the Acting Minister of Relations 
the annexed note on the subject.® That note was written, not without some 
feeling of indignation at what I considered, and the Department, I think 
will judge, to be a proceeding scandalous in its character and contemptuous 
of the dignity of the United States. Its style is not exactly that, which, 
under ordinary circumstances, should be used in the official intercourse be¬ 
tween governments; but I considered that the attempt at deception, prac¬ 
tised at the interview of the 10*.^ of January, and realized in the execution of 
a contract on the 31®* of the same month, could not pass without its measure 
of rebuke. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5. Received March 21. 

The omission at the beginning merely acknowledges the receipt of three instructions, none 



transit question, the settlement of which 1 have not ceased to look upon as, 
in a great degree, smoothing the way to the adjustment of our other ques¬ 
tions, had been so pressed upon this government, from the very day almost 
when my duties commenced here—the demands of the United States had 
been so persistently urged, that they felt that the inevitable hour of decision 
had arrived. They saw no possibility of eluding those clamorous demands, 
except in a recourse to subterfuge. 

The high functionary, who enjoys the credit of having abetted the Granada 
arrangement, maintains, I am told, the doctrine that when a weak govern¬ 
ment has to deal with a strong one, a resort to cunning is warrantable. I 
have not the least doubt that it was brought to bear on the transit question, 
not with the slightest idea that the contract will be sustained against the 
positive declarations of the United States; but in order to gain time, compli¬ 
cate matters and distract the action of Congress. In this instance, however 
laudable the zeal of its intentions, I cannot but choose to think that the cun¬ 
ning has been considerably abridged, in the measure of its success, by the note 
of this Legation of the 9*.'' instant. I am informed, from a most reliable 
source that either the note itself, or a syllabus of its contents, was immedi¬ 
ately despatched to the tertuUa in Granada—the cabal of oligarchs who, 
from that city, generally shape the policy, if not control the action, of this 
government. I am also advised, indeed I receive from various quarters, that 
Fulgencio Vega, one of the commissioners that signed the contract and 
who, by virtue of his wealth is the Nicaraguan Crassus of this oligarchy, has 
written a fierce letter, of which he boasts, counseling the President that it 
is better for all true and patriotic Nicaraguans to go down together into the 
tomb than yield one inch to the arrogant demands of the United States. 

The counsels, however, of this indiscriminately self-sacrificing patriotism 
do not seem to have winningly commended themselves to the acceptance of 
the President, whom I believe to be a well-intentioned man, whose intentions, 
however, are either warped or misdirected by unscrupulous or prejudiced in¬ 
dividuals, who derive the power of mischief from the influences of wealth. 

The lion: Secretary of State, however this may be, will perceive, from 
the annexed note, copy and translation, of Zeledon,^ on whom the duty of 
answering the communication of this Legation was, I think, most unjustly 
and ungenerously imposed, that such influences have failed in a measure to 
control in this case; and that the distinguished citizens, who signed the con¬ 
tract, are, by authority of the government, represented to have performed 
that act "through a mistake.” 

M^' Cortez, in his official conference with me, avers that they were insti¬ 
tuted into a Board to listen to proposals. Zeledon, under an official 



“drafting a suitable project, for submission to the chambers”. And yet 
when M? Zeledon mentions this to me, on the 2i®‘ of February, the necessi¬ 
ties of his official position compel him to slur his own statement that, on the 
24*> of January, he was making an arrangement, with M • Rosa Perez, for a 
speedy opening of the transit-route. 

But this matter presents another fact equally as strange—that of two 
citizens, selected from among the most distinguished and the most enlight¬ 
ened of Nicaragua—one of them, confessedly a man of large experience in the 
practical affairs of life—the other, enjoying such a degree of esteem and con¬ 
fidence as to be, by Legislative enactment, declared the Substitute-President 
of the Republic—that one, in an official reception, stating to the Minister 
of the United States that he is convinced that the transit is marked for 
American enterprize; yet both of them, “through a mistake”, making a con¬ 
tract, under a ninety years’ lease of the route, with a supposed English com¬ 
pany, supposed to be represented by a supposed agent in the Republic of 
Nicaragua! The absurdity of the thing would be inexpressibly ridiculous, 
did it not borrow a certain degree of dignity from the help of an ingenious 
dishonesty. 

In so saying, however, M- Secretary, I beg to acquit M? Zeledon from any 
participation in this act of signal turpitude. In his note of the 21®.* of 
February, he invokes my testimony, and it is freely and cheerfully given to 
him; for living, for now three months, under the same roof with him, I am, 
as he says, an ocular witness of his efforts to settle with M • Perez, in Mana¬ 
gua, a question, which was, “through a mistake”, decided in Granada, by 
commissioners of the Republic. 

But the question is not beyond appeal. The Sovereign Congress meets 
the day after to-morrow and M • Perez’s propositions together with the con¬ 
tract entered into by mistake will be submitted for their action. The unre¬ 
liable character of this people forbids me to suggest such an issue as my 
government expects; I am not without some hope that the question will be 
ultimately settled as it desires. 

Your despatch 12, of the 2^ of February /6o,^ alluding to this transit 
question, referred me to instructions to my predecessor, which, upon direc¬ 
tions from the State Department, he communicated to the Office of Rela¬ 
tions on the 26* of August 1858,2 Your instructions are that I should re¬ 
iterate the requirements of that despatch and press them on the attention of 
M? Zeledon. The directions of my government were accordingly complied 
with. I learned, however from Zeledon that he is not certain that that 
despatch had been brought to his knowledge. Indeed he did not think 
1-1 tiro o liecirl Dpnartmpnt when it was received. Uoon 


trines of that despatch, and, at the same time, answering M- Zeledon’s note 
directly to him, whose action had made it necessary for me to address the 
communication of the 9*.’' of February ^ to the Department of Foreign Rela¬ 
tions. Copy of that answer,® you will find herewith. . . ^ 

I had trusted that my government would have instructed me in reference 
to the treaty between the United States and Nicaragua. My despatches do 
not breathe a word on the subject; and upon an old rule of action, with me, 
in a case of doubt I abstain. This determination was taken with so much the 
more reason that Zeledon communicated to me the contents of a note 
from Molina, who states to him that my government thinks that, with 
the decree of the Nicaraguan Congress, the treaty may be ratified by the 
Senate of the United States. This indirect information has come in time 
to prevent me from doing that, which I had announced to my government 
and which in its utter silence on the subject, I shall not attempt to perform. 

With assurances of great respect, I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Rosalia Cortez, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander 
Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ® 

[translation] 

No. 14c Managua, March 14, i860. 

Mr. Minister: The undersigned Minister of the Interior and of War of 
the Supreme Government of Nicaragua, and temporarily in charge of the 
Foreign Relations thereof, had the honor to receive the despatch of Mr. 
Alexander Dimitry, Minister Resident of the United States, dated February 
26 last,° in which, under instructions recently received from his Government, 
he calls the attention of the Government of Nicaragua to the part relating 
to the Transit Route, through this Isthmus, of the note of the Department 
of State of the United States, dated July 25, 1858, and communicated to this 
Ministry by the late Mirabeau B. Lamar, the predecessor of Mr. Dimitry. 

His Excellency the President, to whom the undersigned made report, had 
directed the undersigned to advise Mr. Dimitry in reply that the Republic 

1 See above, this part, doc. 1545. 2 lUd., 1544. 

^ See above, this part, February 26, i860, doc. 1546. 

^ This omission treats of private claims of United States citizens against Nicaragua, es¬ 
pecially the possible conclusion of a convention providing for their settlement. 

® Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 5, enclosure 14c with Dimitry to the Secretary 
of State, No. 14, below, this part, doc. 1551. « See above, this part, doc. 1546. 



of Nicaragua, represented by its Supreme Authorites, has done and will do 
nothing, which it does not consider strictly just, because justice has been and 
will always be the rule of its policy; that, consequently, it has not attempted, 
nor will it attempt to deprive anybody of rights acquired, but simply to 
conserve those which belong to it. 

T.he undersigned has complied, in the foregoing, with the order of His 
Excellency the President, and has the honor [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Rosalia Cortes, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua^ 

No. 14D Managua, Nicaragua, March 25, i860. 

The Undersigned, Minister Resident of the United States in Nicaragua, 
has hereby the honor to acknowledge receipt of H. E., the Acting Minister 
of Relations’ note of the 14*.^ instant,^ in answer to his communication of the 
26*.^‘ of February ultimo ^ inviting the attention of this government to the 
despatch of the Hon: Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States, 
which, dated July 25*.’' 1858,^ was heretofore communicated to the govern¬ 
ment of this Republic by the late Minister of the United States, M. B. 
Lamar, under date of the 26*^ of August of the same year.® 

His Excellency, the Acting Minister of Relations, is pleased, in his answer 
to the note of this Legation of the 26*.*' of February i860, to inform it that 
he has been ordered by the most Excellent, the President, to state that, pur¬ 
suing a course of action, guided by justice as its loadstar, the Republic of 
Nicaragua, represented by its Supreme Authorities, “has not pretended, as it 
will not pretend, to despoil any one of acquired rights, but that it will 
merely preserve its own rights.” 

It does not belong to the Undersigned, on this head, to question the 
declaration of His Excellency, M^ Cortez, made by order of the Most Ex¬ 
cellent, the worthy Executive of this Republic. His government, however, 
he would respectfully and plainly say to that of Nicaragua, does consider 
that, with every intention, no doubt, to adhere to the precepts of strictest 
justice, the Supreme Authorities of the Republic have, by measures, taken 
in error it may be, brought about, in relation to the rights of American citi¬ 
zens, results which fully tally with every form of wrong, which might have 
been produced by a direct course of injustice. 

Cordiallv and steadfastly has the government of the Undersigned stood by 



to say that, among those which, he is iniormed by L-ortez note, iNicara- 
gua means to preserve as her own, the government of the United States will 
scarcely be expected to class the rights, which, vested in American citizens 
under contract-grants, made by Competent Authorities of Nicaragua, have 
subsequently been wrested from them, without reference to the conditions 
of the contract, by Authorities which, the United States maintain, were not 
competent for the act. 

Those rights, thus called in question by Nicaragua and passed upon by one 
of the branches of her Supreme Powers, to which, by the terms of the instru¬ 
ment, such decision did not belong, the government of the Undersigned in¬ 
sists, still remain in the hands of its citizens, until the controversy, which has 
arisen under the grant, will have been settled in conformity with the provi¬ 
sions of the contract, or resolved in, a manner equally satisfactory to the 
United States. 

The Undersigned begs to assure His Excellency that he would not again 
have addressed the Office of Relations on a question, which is now under con¬ 
sideration in another branch of the Government. He is, however, informed 
by reliable authority that there is a report, current in political circles of this 
capital, to the effect that his government does not extend its protection to 
the rights of certain of its citizens, organized into a company, whatever be 
the name and style by which it may be called. 

Under ordinary circumstances, the Undersigned would have allowed such 
a rumor to pass without notice. In the condition, however, to which the 
transit question is brought, it should not be permitted to work mischief. 
The Archives of His Excellency’s Department, in the official notes and 
statements, which have gone from this Legation, bear abundant witness 
that such a report can have no foundation in fact. The Undersigned would, 
therefore, most respectfully suggest that, from that Department, the cor¬ 
rection of the error might most fitly, as naturally, proceed. 

If, up to the 2^ of February i860— ^ the latest period at which the Under¬ 
signed was advised by his government—the original demands of the United 
States were still insisted on;—if the instructions of that date authorized the 
Undersigned to invite again the attention of this Government to the despatch 
of the Secretary of State, of the 25*.’^ of July 1858, lodged in the Office of 
Relations, by a predecessor in this Ministry;—lastly, if the views of that 
despatch, in relation to rights, under contract, which it presses for American 
citizens, have not been wholly overlooked;—then is the Undersigned satisfied 
that not a word more will be required to convince the Authorities of the Re¬ 
public of the absolute groundlessness of any report, or of any statement, not 
^ See above, this volume, pt. i, doc. 1129. 



coming from this Legation, which would go even to intimate a departure, by 
the government of the United States, from its settled determinations in the 
premises. 

The suggestions of this note had thus far been frankly set forth before His 
Excellency, M? Cortez, when the courier of this Legation brought to it its 
latest despatches from Washington, under date of the 3*^ of March instant,^ 
in which the Secretary of State of the United States is pleased to say to the 
Undersigned: "It is evident, from what you have said in your despatch of 
the 30^> of January,^ that, in your interviews with the Nicaraguan Minister 
of Foreign Relations, you have faithfully represented the views and inten¬ 
tions of this Government, respecting the protection of the rights of our citi¬ 
zens as connected with the questions of transit.” 

Will His Excellency, with whom some of those views were discussed and to 
whom the intentions were conveyed, allow the undersigned to ask whether 
this looks like a swerving from the line of action, which his government deems 
it both its right and duty to pursue? Does it, in any way, tend to justify, or 
will it not, on the contrary, serve to dispel, the report that the United States 
do not sustain the rights of certain of their citizens, whose interests, under 
contracts with proper Authorities of Nicaragua, are now awaiting the deci¬ 
sion of the Sovereign Congress of the Republic? Can it, and will it, as it may 
prove, be allowed injuriously to affect those interests and rights? Shall the 
impressions, received from so groundless and gratuitous a supposition and 
produced by whatever cause, or combination of causes so ever, be permitted 
to remain, whilst the honor of this government, from its possession of the 
real facts, is bound immediately to remove such impressions? 

Upon this subject, the Undersigned assures His Excellency,the Minister of 
War and of the Interior, acting Minister of Foreign Relations, that he has 
found it a reluctant duty again to address the last mentioned of the De¬ 
partments under his charge. With the closing of this note, which equally 
affirms to His Excellency that it terminatively submits the resolutions of his 
government, he begs leave to add an exposition of them, unmistakably laid 
down by the Honorable, the Secretary of State of the United States. No 
words, within the command of the Undersigned, could come up to the formal 
language, which, it cannot be denied, has consistently been that held by that 
Government from the origin of a controversy, in the course of which the 
United States think that they have met, on the part of Nicaragua, little of 
consideration for the obligations of contracts and quite as little of regard for 
relations of friendship. 

In that exposition, lately renewed by the Secretary of State, in another 
..vinocQ rlirprtinn. and meetinfif. as it were, the very question 
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His Excellency, Cortez, would respectfully solicit the best reflections of 
the government of Nicaragua. "The views, ’’ says the Plonorable Secretary, 
"of this government, in relation to the rights of our citizens in Nicaragua, 
were fully made known to the government of that Republic in my letter to 
Gen- Lamar of July 25*^ ifl 5 ^) ^i^d a copy of which was communicated to 
that government. The opinions of the President concerning the rights and 
duties of the United States, connected with the protection of our citizens and 
their property abroad, are distinctly set forth in that letter and have since 
undergone no change, as the government of Nicaragua has been informed. 

Proceeding further and in direct relation to the subject matter of this 
communication, the Honorable Secretary of State says, under date of the 3'^ 
of March ’60, in reference to that letter: 

There are some peculiar principles asserted, arising out of the condition 
of Nicaragua and of the transit route, from Ocean to Ocean, across its 
territory. The right of the United States to take care that the public 
contracts, made with our citizens for the construction and use of that 
route of inter-communication are faithfully observed, was explained and 
maintained. In that despatch it is distinctly admitted, that the right 
of Nicaragua to make its own arrangements upon this important 
subject was unquestionable; but it was also as distinctly claimed that, 
when contracts are fairly made, they should not be arbitrarily violated. 
This government disavowed both the authority and the disposition to 
determine the conflicting interests of the various claimants; but it re¬ 
quired the government of Nicaragua to act in good faith towards them. 
And it also announced that it would not recognize as valid any declara¬ 
tion of forfeiture, past or to come, unless pronounced in conformity 
with the provisions of the contract, if there were any, or if there is no 
provision for that purpose, then, unless there has been a fair and im¬ 
partial investigation in such a manner as to satisfy the United States 
that the proceeding has been just. &c. 

Now, in view of these so lately renewed determinations, the Undersigned 
would deferentially ask His Excellency, the Acting Minister of Relations, 
whether it can be believed that the report, to which this note refers, can claim 
any foundation in fact? If such a report in relation to a contract, signed by 
competent authorities of the Republic to restore the rights of citizens of the 
United States, and now before the Sovereign Congress for its decision, be 
intended to intimate that the government, or the President, of the United 
States, has ever declared that their protection is not fully and firmly extended 
to such citizens, interested in this question; then would the Undersigned say 
to His Excellency that there must be some grave error on the subject; and 
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with his sense of official propriety, will not consent to pass. But what he 
claims the privilege of doing, in view of the emergency, is to request His Ex¬ 
cellency IVH Cortez, the Acting Minister of Foreign Relations, so thoroughly 
informed of the true and official condition of things, to take such measures 
as will immediately and effectually rectify an error, touching the real position 
of the United States, in regard to the grantees of Nicaragua, which, most 
unaccountably to the Undersigned, has crept its way into the mind of some, 
called by their office to pass upon this question, so long vexed between the 
two governments. 

With the renewal of assurances of great respect and consideration, the 
Undersigned has the honor [etc.]. 


1550 

Alexander Dimitry^ United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 12 Managua, Nicaragua, March 30, i860. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch N- 13 
of the 2^ March instant,^ referring to mine of the 30^^ ® of Jan?' ult: received 
on the I®.* of March, which stands as N° 9 of the records of this Legation. 
I, therefore, respectfully ask to have it thus numbered on the files of the 
Department. 

Touching that portion of your communication relating to the provisions of 
the Convention between M- Wyke and M^ Zeledon, to vacate the Protecto¬ 
rate of Great Britain over the Mosquito territory, I beg leave to say that 
every assistance, which it was in ray power to afford, that could conduce to a 
settlement of the question in a manner, entirely satisfactory to the United 
States, was readily given to M? Zeledon. 

Some doubts having been thrown out about the rights of the Indians to 
lands within the territory and the reservation assigned to them, I translated 
for him extracts of decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, por¬ 
tions of Indian treaties, to explain to him our theory and practice as to the 
possessory rights, as well as to the tutorship, of the Indians of our own tribes. 
Added to this were the data, confidentially furnished me, woven into the 
articles, and informally handed to him to exhibit the points on which our 
government stands. 

in +1-10 /-li'coUcirnrfi nf mir cIitKt- iinrlpr flip in^fnirtinns nf 
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on the 17^.^ of January last.^ Of that and of two others of th6 like nature, 
somewhat sharp in tone, I have kept copies, for future reference, should it be 
necessary, and subject to the orders of the Department. 

The Convention passed, on the 22^ instant, from the Senate to the House, 
with a single amendment, which the former body had introduced. On its 
coming before the Deputies, not without some indications of opposition, in 
more points than in the amended one, General Jerez, I am informed, took up 
the discussion and warmly defended the treaty as it had been concluded 
and signed by the plenipotentiaries. He maintained that he considered it a 
fair arrangement as it stood. For the sake of conciliation, however, he was 
willing to adopt it in the amended form. 

It was accordingly, the day before yesterday, ratified by the House, with 
the Senate amendment. The great difficulty of directly tracing any thing 
through the devious ways and words of those with whom one may here be 
brought in contact, has not, up to this moment allowed me to ascertain, even 
from deputies, who voted on the question, the precise character of the amend¬ 
ment. Putting, however, shreds of statements together, you may infer that 
it stipulates the exclusion—one of the points, which I had contented [con¬ 
tended?] for—of all grants, even bona fide, made by the Moscos outside of 
the Meridian-boundary of the territory. This indeed would look fair enough 
with the boundary Meridian of 84° 15' of Longitude, West of Greenwich, 
although without the reservation. 

But the amendment, I again understand from some removes that meridian 
to 84® 30' and provides that, in every grant of a league square, any excess, 
which shall go beyond that meridian shall be cut off and the curtailed portion, 
compensated by an extent of lands, within the limits of the meridian. I 
cannot possibly see the benefit, or scope, of such an amendment; but even 
these conflicting statements, have I had to draw from various members and 
no two of them could positively agree as to the nature of the amendment. 
The information, I therefore transmit without any assurance of its accuracy. 

And now, by way of transition to the 2^ branch of your Despatch, permit 
[me?] to say that, when in my N? 8 of the 29*^ of December ultimo,^ I deemed 
it my duty to transmit to the Department, a copy of our treaty and to call 
its attention to the form of ratification given to it, I did not know that the 
Department might be aware of the nature of the ratifying words. Not 
expecting any thing of the kind, the actually painful sense, with which I 
perused the decree of ratification can scarcely be conceived. It really bore 
on my mind, through a good portion of the month of January. It then 
struck me that the InfnrmalirTr mio-Le Ko t-Qr 1 .-Qc.caa K.. ^ 


Indeed M- Zeledon, just elected substitute to Congress, thought, in view of 
the Decree, it might be done without the slightest delay. But receiving no 
intimations from my government on the subject, by the despatches of the 
month of February last, I doubted the propriety of the course, which I had at 
first intended to pursue. 

My despatch N° lO of the 28*.*^ of that month ^ will have informed you by 
this time that, in the absence of an allusion even to the matter, from the 
Department, I abstained from carrying a sudden, though engrossing, idea 
into effect. In the course of maturer reflection, I came to consider that the 
decree to ratify, with the omission of the obnoxious clause, was binding and 
conclusive; that the Senate of the United States, in the exercise of their 
amending power, invoked by the wisdom of the administration, might so 
arrange it that the treaty would lose none of its binding powers and that, 
when we came to proclaim it, it might be done, on our part, without the 
clause protested against. 

I need not assure you how truly gratified I feel for having abstained from 
doing that, which might have subjected me to censure; but from which 
farther thought dissuaded me, though the suggestion had come out of no 
common anxiety for the condition in which so important a document was 
unexpectedly found to be. 

With highest respect, I have the honor [etc.]. 


1551 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 14 Managua, Nicaragua, March 30, i860. 

Sir: Your despatch N? 14, dated March 3^,^ was received at this Legation 
on the 25^1^ instant. Whether looking to “the general rights of our citizens, 
pursuing their legitimate callings in Nicaragua, or to the question of transit 
and the rights of the American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Company , 
it has commanded my renewed attention.^ . . . 

In relation to the other subject, adverted to in your despatch, I would 
be gratified to transmit to you most interesting details, gathered through this 
closing month—one of great trials, toils and anxiety. But I am compelled 
to forego them for the present. This was reported to be the last day of the 
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extraordinary Session of Congress. The American transit-contract, which 
has worked its way through no lax opposition in the Senate, is now meeting 
the fierce hostilities of the House. 

It was, however, generally understood that the question would be decided 
to day. Hence I kept this despatch open until the latest hour, 10 P.M., in 
the hope of being able to communicate to you the gratifying intelligence that 
the vexatious question had been finally arranged. But the anticipation is 
delusive. The Congress adjourned until to-morrow, leaving the question 
still in the balance; and I now have barely time to write a few lines, where 
whole pages would be required to give the Department a full view of the 
state of things on this subject. 

Among the accompaniments, however, which go with this despatch, 
crippled for want of time—my courier is pressing me—I would call your at¬ 
tention to my annex, marked 14^ and dated March 25*.^,' in which I renewed 
the declarations so steadfastly adhered to by the President. A portion of 
that note, however, requires explanations and, though lacking time, I cannot 
withhold them, so that it may be fully understood by the Department. 

That note, you will perceive, is shaped so as to answer more than one pur¬ 
pose ; but particularly to repel a pernicious report, industriously disseminated 
among the members of Congress. Hard pressed, no doubt, by the steady 
applications of this Legation, the Administration were compelled nakedly to 
deny those applications, or to let the contract, signed by M • Cortez and M • 
Perez, go up for consideration. But this with no honest intention, I am 
assured, that it should receive the confirmation of the Congress. Something 
must be contrived to work that end and the most plausible device was 
insidiously to give out that there was no garantee in the contractors and that 
the President of the United States did not recognize, or did not pretend to 
sustain the rights of the company. 

Indignant at such a rumor, I immediately endeavored to trace it to its 
source. To M- Zeledon, whom I have ever found, however cautious, yet 
upright in his transactions with me, I naturally turned. Pie told me in 
confidence, and in that guise I give it to the Department, that some two 
months, while in the office of Relations, he received a note from Molina, 
in which he stated to this government that, at an interview with the Presi¬ 
dent, he had understood him to say that he did not back, or sustain the 
Company, now prosecuting their right to the service across the Isthmus. 
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He subjoined, however, that having subsequently been found—I presume 
since he vacated the Department— they supposed that it contained matter 
sufficient to warrant the statement which I had heard and of which I com¬ 
plained. The Department will now better understand portions of my note 
of the 25*.^ of March inst. which, without this explanation, might be obscure; 
or the language of which might not seem to be warranted by the mere allega¬ 
tions of a report, circulating among clubs of politicians discussing questions 
of the day. 

Before closing this note I deem it to be my duty to inform the Department 
that in view of the fact that the i".* Congress of Costa Rica, under the Consti¬ 
tution lately adopted, is to meet in the course of the month of April next and 
of the additional fact that I will not leave Managua so long as Congress is 
discussing the transit question, and therefore that I cannot avail myself of 
the coast steamer to Punta Arenas, I have, in the exercise of my Ministerial 
discretion, officially written to Commander W“ E. Hunt, of the U. S. Sloop 
Levant, inviting him to delay, if not against the orders of his Department, 
his departure from Realejo until the io‘> of April, so that failing the steam- 
packet, which I cannot reach in time, I may have an opportunity of going to 
Costa Rica in the course of the next month. He has informed that, on this 
demand of the public service, he will await my coming until the 10*^ of April 
next. 

With sentiments [etc.]. 


1552 

Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

Washington, April 2, i860. 

Dear Sir: To the inquiries contained in your confidential note of this date^ 
as: to the present condition of the Nicaraguan treaties with Great Britain 

and France on the subject of the interoceanic transit—2lL: to the similarity 
of their provisions to those on the same subject in the Zeledon Lamar 
Treaty—; and 3!!^ to the approval of either one or both said treaties by the 
respective governments; I hasten to give you in the same manner, and in so 
far as my information goes, the following answer: 

i®‘ When a Nicaraguan intent on gratifying the U. S. decided to yield 


similar treaty signed. All these treaties were duly ratified by Nicaragua; but 
the United States objecting to the clause relating to unauthorized military 
expeditions, France and Great Britain objected too, and the latter required 
besides the simultaneous settlement of the Mosquito question. This has 
lately been done in two instruments,, one called the Mosquito Convention and 
the other a Treaty of amity commerce and navigation, which are still pending. 
Thus, although Nicaragua gave up the clause objected to, only the Treaty 
with France is perfected at this time. 

2^\y The first treaty with Great Britain was identical almost word to 
word with the Zeledon-Lamar; and I have no doubt that the new one of 
amity will prove to be the same first treaty, except the suppression of 
the objected clause. The French Treaty is not in general literally the same, 
but in regard to the transit its provisions are identical with the corresponding 
ones in the Zeledon-Lamar Treaty. 

And 3'^*^ The French has already been exchanged, and those with Great 
Britain are awaiting the ratifications of both the respective governments. 

I am, Sir, [etc.]. 


1553 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 15 San Jose, Costa Rica, April 30, i860. 

Sir: ... At the date of my last despatch (N° 14) of the 30*.*^ of March 
last,2 1 was unable to give to the Department such information in relation to 
the final action of the Nicaraguan Congress upon the American Transit Con¬ 
tract, as I would have desired. It is true that that despatch had been 
prepared within a few hours only before the period assigned for the close of 
the extraordinary session of that Body. It is equally true that the ratifica¬ 
tion of the contract by a Senate, composed, in part, of men notoriously op¬ 
posed to any recognition of American interests, might have seemed to war¬ 
rant a hope, that the House of Deputies would have been controlled by the 
same considerations which had determined its success in the other Chamber. 

The statesmen of Nicaragua, however, are not to be judged by the rules 
that regulate the policy of the representatives of the civilized nations of the 
world. Their apparently fair dealing is nothing more than the cunning of 
the most unscrupulous duplicity. Their promises are, to a great extent, 


seen by those with whom they treat; and their policy is one which, from the 
beginning, looks rather to the means of avoiding the claims upon their na- 
trional honor, than of meeting them in a liberal and enlightened spirit. This 
want of directness and candor is particularly shown in their official inter¬ 
course with the United States. The national fault is sharpened by a feeling 
of hostility, which—taking its rise in well-known causes—has not been 
lessened by the total defeat of their enemies through the vigor and efficiency 
of the measures, instituted by the Department at Washington. The lawless 
career of Walker, and the supposed sympathy with him of the people of the 
United States, have supplied the Nicaraguan Authorities with an inexhausti¬ 
ble fund of arguments against the re-opening of the Transit-route under 
American auspices. It cannot be denied that much of this intensity of senti¬ 
ment does really exist in the minds of many of the prominent men of the 
Republic. The letter of M? Fulgencio Vega, to which I have alluded in a 
former despatch (N^ lo) ^ gives, on the whole, I believe, a correct expression 
to the views of a blind prejudice, that prevail among the politicians of 
Oranada. I doubt very much, however, whether those who make them the 
ground of their opposition to the contract go, in their own minds, to the full 
extent of their assertions. The truth is, this sentiment becomes for them 
something positive in a question, in which not only the actual facts of the 
case, but the law of nations bearing upon it, are clearly against the course 
which they have deemed proper to adopt. Each step taken by the Govern¬ 
ment proves to be an obstacle thrown in the way of an honorable and a 
friendly settlement of differences, which, in any other country, would long 
since have been satisfactorily adjusted. While other nations are scrupu¬ 
lously careful not to rest upon propositions which are likely to be falsified, 
the Government of Nicaragua seems to be strangely reckless of the position 
she assumes before the world. Starting with the intention of frustrating all 
the demands upon its justice, its policy appears to depend upon circumstances 
alone, and has no other connection of parts than such as is presented by the 
uniform dishonesty by which it is characterized. 

A struggle of four months, constantly directed against this system of a 
natural duplicity, strengthened by a suspicion of the purposes of the United 
States, rendered me cautious of judging matters as they appeared upon the 
surface. Had I received from any Government, which entertains a proper 
regard for its own dignity, such assurances as have been conveyed to me by 
that of Nicaragua, I would probably have deemed them sufficient to justify a 
declaration to your Department that the triumph of the question in dispute 
was no longer doubtful. At the time that the Government of Nicaragua, 
however, was most frank in its declarations, I had no reason to believe that 
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any time, placed such a reliance upon the many promises made to me, as to 
induce me to report them to my Government. I have contented myself 
with sedulously watching the course of events to the end—with correcting, 
when that correction seemed necessary, their sophistry and false reasoning— 
and with carefully reinstating the Transit-question in the position it had 
previously occupied, whenever, as in the case of the Commission at Granada, 
it had been complicated by an unfriendly policy. 

It is with the deepest regret, therefore, that I now inform the Department 
that the Perez-contract, which had, as I stated in my N- 14,^ been passed 
favorably upon by the Senate, was defeated in the Plouse of Deputies on the 
evening of the 31®.* of March, and that Congress adjourned without farther 
action upon it. 

The circumstances connected with this legislation have left little doubt 
upon my mind that the Government of Nicaragua had, from the beginning, 
determined that the rightful demands of the United States should be evaded 
and baulked. This conclusion has, I regret to say, been forced upon me by 
continued proofs of a glaring inconsistency between its assurances and its 
actions, which had been presented from the period of my arrival at Managua 
until that of my departure. In no other country would, I think, the course 
of the Government have been marked by a dissimulation so profound, allied 
to a disregard of consequences so reckless. It were scarcely credible, while 
the President of a Republic was formally advising the ratification, by Con¬ 
gress, of a contract which he himself had signed, that one of his Cabinet- 
Ministers should have insinuated about that, though he had advised the 
ratification, still the recommendation had not gone up without some sense of 
compulsion. And yet this was currently reported in Managua as an ex¬ 
pression coming from the Acting Minister of Foreign Relations, during the 
last days of the session that closed on the 31®.* ultimo. I do not give this to 
the Department from my personal knowledge. As a rumor I heard it, and 
as a mere rumor I record it in this communication: the strangeness of its 
character might entitle it to the benefit of a doubt. 

As it may be interesting to the Department, I will now give a more detailed 
account of the events, connected with the discussion of the Perez-contract 
by the Nicaraguan Congress, than I have hitherto been able to present. The 
ceaseless remonstrances of this Legation had resulted in deciding President 
Martinez to enter into a contract with the Yelverton Company, represented 
by its agent, M*^ T. R. Perez. The proposals, presented by him on behalf of 
the Company, were submitted by the President to the Senate for its advice. 
That Body commissioned three of its members to confer with M^ Perez; and 
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repeal the Free Transit Decree of the 24*!^ of March, 1859. 

Such was the apparent condition of the Transit-question up to the 29^^ 
of March, when the Senate ratified the Perez-contract by a unanimous vote. 
It had there met with but a slight opposition. It had seemingly conquered 
the prejudices of members, two of whom, at least, were held to be obstinate 
in their hostility to the United States. One of those who voted for its ratifi¬ 
cation was Senator Guzman, who—it may be remembered by the Depart¬ 
ment—signed, jointly with M^ Fiilgencio Vega, the Granada-Con tract with 
George F. Cauty. To a careless observer, who is accustomed to examine 
only the surface of events, this unanimous action of the Senate might have 
seemed to render a happy issue to this vexatious question beyond all doubt. 
But those who have had dealings, for any length of time, with the Nicara¬ 
guan Authorities, have always found it both wiser and safer to suspect to the 
end, and to believe a seemingly fair and open course to be the mere cloak of 
schemes, wholly opposed to such a policy. When I had considered, there¬ 
fore, the well-known sentiments of some of the Senators, and their repeated 
assertions that they would never give their assent to the ratific£|tion of any 
American contract; and when I had seen, besides, that, at the critical mo¬ 
ment, they had actually, by their votes, aided in the adoption of the one un¬ 
der consideration; it became apparent to me that the Perez-contract was 
threatened—so soon as it should come to be considered by the House—^with 
an opposition more formidable than it might have received, had it been 
honestly opposed and discussed in the Senate. 

So, indeed, it proved. Its appearance in the House of Deputies, after 
its ratification by the other Chamber, was the signal for a most vigorous 
attack from the Opposition, some of whom were known to be in the interest 
of the Administration. Every argument was brought forward to defeat the 
question. The considerations, which had appeared sufficient to the Senate 
to justify an adoption of the contract, were entirely disregarded by its ene¬ 
mies in the liouse. No assertion was deemed too extravagant, if it could but 
be employed as a means of securing its rejection. They repeated the old 
argument of the Americanization of Nicaragua, that would follow the open¬ 
ing of the Transit-route under an American Company. They went farther, 
and urged that, in case of its being put into operation, the Panama Company 
would, for the purpose of destroying the competition, introduce, by its 
railroad and its line of steamers, hordes of Filibusters into the country. 
They affected, also, to doubt the ratification, by the Company, of the terms 



tary. But the main ground of their refusal to ratify the measure was a 
technical one. Its opponents denounced the contract as a violation of the 
Free Transit Decree, to which I have referred, because it granted an exclu¬ 
sive right of way to an American Company. The fate of that contract, be¬ 
set by an hostility so persistent and varied, could not long be doubtful. It 
had, it is true, its advocates; but they were too few to influence the final deci¬ 
sion upon it. The support of what may—for want of a more distinctive 
title—be termed the American Party, was earnestly and faithfully given to 
the contract as signed by Cortez and M- Perez, and as ratified by the 
Senate. 

A vote of two-thirds was, however, necessary to secure its ratification; 
and its opponents numbered one-half of the House. It was discussed—was 
violently attacked, and as ably defended, from the 29*^, to the 31®.* of March, 
until 5 o’clock in the evening, when the question was taken on the contract, 
and was lost by an equal division of votes. At 7 o’clock, the Senate attempted 
to have the matter re-considered by the House. Remonstrances were ad¬ 
dressed to the members that had opposed the contract, and conferences were 
proposed. These attempts at compromise were, however, useless; and the 
hour, fixed for the final adjournment of Congress, found the resolution of the 
opponents unshaken. As their vote may be said to furnish a fair commen¬ 
tary upon the nature of the political influences, that were busily exerted 
during the two days of the discussion of the contract in the Lower Chamber, 
I annex it ^ as it was recorded by the House-Secretaries. 

The Department will be better enabled to judge of the composition of this 
House-Opposition to the Transit, when it will have learnt that two of them, 
Messrs: Mejia and Rivas are otherwise connected with the Government of 
Nicaragua—the former being an employ^ in the Prefecture at Granada, and 
the latter, the Editor—and, I am told, the salaried Editor—of the Govern¬ 
ment-Organ, the “Official Gazette’’.^ There may have been nothing in 
this; but it certainly appears a little singular that two of the five members 
that voted against the contract, officially recommended by the President, 
should hold offices under the Government. 

I have already stated that the principal argument employed against the 
contract in the Plouse, was that it conflicted with the Free Transit Decree, 
which contains a protest against all attempts to give exclusive jurisdiction 
over the Transit-route, to any foreign nation. By a reference to annex F of 
my despatch 9, the Department will perceive that Zeledon, under date 
of January 24*.*^, 1860,^ had officially informed me that the Transit-question 

> Not found. 

* At this point in the original of this despatch is reference to a note at the bottom of the 
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would be referred to Congress, accompanied by a declaration of the expedi¬ 
ency of repealing that decree. The assurance, thus given to me by the Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Relations, was fulfilled in every respect. In such a case as 
this, however, it would have seemed obvious that the first step on the part 
of those, who desired to carry out the recommendation of the Executive, 
would have been to repeal a law already existing, before adopting another 
which might clash with it. It was clear that, if the Perez-contract were 
ratified, and if the Free Transit-Decree were allowed to continue unrepealed, 
there would remain on the statute-book a law, which could be made to oper¬ 
ate against the re-opening of the Transit-route. But this consideration was 
wholly unnoticed by the Senate. They discussed the contract,—they voted 
upon it, they ratified it unanimously; but no action was had upon the 
repeal of a statute, the provisions of which were directly contrary to the 
measure to which they had formally given their assent. 

When the question passed into the House, the same course was pursued, 
with this difference, that what was not held, by the Senate, sufficient to cause 
them to reject the contract, was made, in the other Body, a successful plea 
against its ratification. They disregarded the recommendation of the Execu¬ 
tive to repeal the decree, and then objected to the contract on the ground that 
it was a violation of it. In the face of M- Zeledon’s positive declarations of 
the 24}}^ January, this action of Congress appears strangely inconsistent. 
Upon this proceeding, however, I will refrain from offering any comment, 
other than the suggestion that, had the Senate been earnest in their adoption 
of the Perez-contract, they would not have allowed the Free Transit Decree— 
which could result only in rendering it inoperative—to remain unrepealed; 
and that the opposition in the House kept that law in full force in order to 
have a ground for rejection. 

The unanimous vote in favor of the Perez-Contract in the Senate, and 
their subsequent efforts to remedy the factious legislation of the House of 
Deputies, will, perhaps, occasion the Department some surprise. It is not 
easy, indeed, to entertain full confidence in their sincerity in assuming so 
dignified a course. In the Senate were found elements—though in a less 
number—quite as hostile as those of the House; and yet the contract en¬ 
countered so little real opposition, that it was difficult to believe that a ques¬ 
tion, which, more than any other, was agitating the public mind, was then 
under consideration. There were Senators who had, under other circum¬ 
stances, not only expressed their opposition to the re-opening of the Transit- 
route under any American Company, but had also declared their conviction 
that any transit was detrimental to the interests of Nicaragua; and yet these 
men were found, after but feeble discussion, recording their votes in favor of 



friendly action of the Senate was but one of the many subterfuges, which, in 
that country, supply the place of a fair and an open statesmanship. The 
passage of the contract was, probably, intended to be used as a defence against 
the well-founded remonstrances of the United States, when their Govern¬ 
ment should be informed of its final rejection. The whole burden could, 
in that case, be imposed upon the factious members of the House. The 
Government of Nicaragua would be enabled to assert that the Executive 
had referred the contract legally signed, with a favorable recommendation; 
that, under this recommendation, the Senate had unanimously agreed to 
adopt it; and that it was not until it had passed into the House, that the 
opposition became powerful enough to defeat the expressed desires of the 
former, and the confirmatory action of the latter. There can be no doubt 
that such a plea would be a most ingenious one. Besides this, it would 
differ, in nothing, from the policy, which Nicaragua had maintained through¬ 
out the discussion of the rights of citizens of the United States, either in 
reference to the Transit-route across her territory, or to their other claims 
against its Government. 

The Blouse, during the progress of its deliberations, was generally believed 
to have been pressed upon by outside-influences from the "Cabal’' at 
Granada. It was the subject of conversation among the political circles of 
Managua, that they had addressed to some of the members an intemperate 
decree in the shape of a letter. This letter was said to have contained a 
violent protest against any ratification of the Perez-contract, and to have 
urged them, either to defeat it or to delay action upon it beyond the adjourn¬ 
ment of Congress. It is probable that this was something more than a mere 
idle rumor; yet in the shape of a rumor merely did it reach this Legation. 
It was at Granada, however, that the illegal contract with M- Cauty, in¬ 
tended to supersede the American contract, had been entered into. It is 
from Granada that the most bitter opponents of the American interest in 
Nicaragua, have controlled the policy of the present Administration—a 
policy, which—as the Department is well aware—has been remarkable for 
the persistent opposition, which it has made to the reasonable expectations 
of the United States. It was, therefore, not improbable that the clique 
at Granada should have felt anxious, at so decisive a moment, to give the 
contract a blow, from which it would not be likely to recover. Indeed, this 
supposition gains a certain confirmation from the fact that—as I was in¬ 
formed by M- Perez—Figuerroa told him openly, about the same time, 
that, in his opinion, the most expedient course for Nicaragua to adopt was a 
"temporizing one." There may, it is true, have been no connection between 
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that nursery of prejudice and hostility to every thing that bears the sem¬ 
blance of American interests. 

On the occasion of the debate upon the contract in Congress, as on every 
other, the conduct of M- Zeledon has been, in the highest degree, that of a 
wise and liberal statesman. I am truly gratified to have this opportunity to 
award to him that justice, which his uprightness and candor so eminently de¬ 
serve, At the time that the Perez-con tract was before the House, to become 
a member of which he had vacated the Office of Minister of Foreign Relations, 
he defended it with singular ability and vigor. I have found him, at all 
times, a man of enlightened views, who has a mind comprehensive enough to 
appreciate justly the true position, which his country occupies in her relations 
with the United States. M- Zeledon is, indeed, the only member of the 
Government of Nicaragua, upon whose statements I have learnt to rely with 
any degree of assurance; and, had the Administration been controlled by his 
honesty of purpose, I feel convinced that the complications, which now 
surround our relations with that Republic, would long before this have been 
exchanged for a union of interests, at once more satisfactory to us and, cer¬ 
tainly, more advantageous to her. 

At this point, it may be proper that I should inform the Department of a 
measure, which is destined, perhaps, to exert some influence upon the 
interests of citizens of the United States connected with the Transit-question, 
and which was concluded two days after the late adjournment of the Congress 
of Nicaragua. 

Under the conviction that, after that event, no favorable result would 
attend a protracted stay in Managua, I addressed, on the evening of the 31** 
of March,^ a note (a copy of which accompanies this) to the Office of Foreign 
Affairs, announcing my speedy departure from that Capital. On going, the 
following day, to take my official leave of the President of the Republic, I 
found M? Zeledon with him. The conversation turned upon those general 
topics, which are usually selected on such occasions. I was, however, during 
the interview, struck by an observation of M^ Martinez’, expressing his sur¬ 
prise that—to use his own language—-“the Minister was going so soon. 
But the words did not dwell upon my mind, and I would not have recurred to 
them afterwards, had not M- Zeledon, who left the Palace with me, given 
me a clue to what would otherwise have appeared a remark, called for by a 
regard for social courtesies alone. He stated to me that the action of the 
House of Deputies had been the cause of much regret to the President, and 
that, before my visit, they had been consulting upon the most proper means 
of remedying it. He added that they had come to the conclusion that the 
f'nni-rar't in nrprifiplv the same form in which it had been presented to the 


dent had deemed it expedient that he should resume temporarily the dis¬ 
charge of the duties of the Department of Foreign Affairs. While answering 
M ^ Zeledon that the practical advantages of this remedial measure did not— 
in view of what had just been done by Congress—commend itself very 
forcibly to my mind, I told him that I was gratified by the interest which the 
President expressed in this important question, and that I would be far, in¬ 
deed, from throwing any obstacles in the way of any ultimate adjustment, 
which might prove to be satisfactory to my Government. . . 

He did not delay in executing the plan, proposed as a partial corrective of 
the action of the House of Deputies. On the same day, the contract that had 
been rejected by that Chamber, was drawn up anew—formally signed by him¬ 
self and M • Perez, and countersigned, for ratification, by President Martinez. 
On the succeeding day (the 3*'.^ of April) I had left Managua for the coast. 

The result of this measure may prove to be that the Transit-question will, 
during the next session in January, 1861, of the Nicaraguan Congress, en¬ 
counter as violent an opposition, and, perhaps, as unfortunate an issue, as 
those to which it was exposed during the concluding days of the extraordinary 
session, that has lately closed its labors. That Body may, however, on the 
other hand, learn, before that period, to judge more correctly of the im¬ 
prudence of the course, which they have pursued in reference to this grave 
matter. They may discuss it under the influence of a wiser and more equit¬ 
able spirit, than that which characterized their late action upon it. It is 
clear that—so far as the Perez-contract is concerned—the Congress of 
Nicaragua has assumed a position, which can be defended only by disregard¬ 
ing those principles that have, by the common consent of the civilized 
governments of Christendom, been adopted for the regulation of their 
intercourse. Nor, as I have said before, have I entirely thought that the 
conduct of the Executive itself was such as accorded with those principles. 
It seems to me, however, to be a measure of expediency that the Government 
of the United States should, in this instance, appear to give credit to the re¬ 
signing of the contract with the agent of the old “Atlantic and Pacific 
Canal Company." 

The considerations, which would render this policy proper are, I think, 
obvious. The Perez-contract may be said to occupy a position, somewhat 
different from that which it assumed during the period that it was subjected 
to the energetic opposition of the House of Deputies. It then had received 
the concurrence of the President; but it was evidently a concurrence, neither 
cheerfully given nor consistently maintained. The determination, with 


wiiicii tills l^egation had presented to his attention the contracted obligations 
of Nicaragua and the rightful expectations of the United States, had resulted 
in its official reference to the Legislative Chambers. But, from the begin¬ 
ning to the end—as I have had occasion to state—his support may be deemed 
to have been unwillingly given, if not privately withheld. The case is, 
however, now reversed. The President himself revives the rejected con¬ 
tract, so far as his executive action can do it. In the absence of any sugges¬ 
tions on my part, he determines to remedy, in the exercise of the powers 
granted to him, an adverse and a factious legislation. The Government of 
the United States will, therefore, be warranted in anticipating from him a 
more friendly encouragement, and a more honest and resolute support than 
he seems to have hitherto given to the rights and interests of American citi¬ 
zens. If, upon the reconsideration of the contract by Congress, the same 
disregard of obligations, assumed under the faith of the national honor, should 
be manifested, one course only will remain open to the United States—that 
course, by which the dignity of a Government can alone be vindicated, when 
forbearance has been met by insult, and when a long-continued confidence 
has had no other fruits than a wilful violation of those principles, which 
harmonize the relations of States. 

I regret sincerely that a sedulous discharge of the duties intrusted to me 
should have ended in results, so little positive for the interests of the Govern¬ 
ment and the people of the United States. But it is not easy to impress the 
suggestions of justice upon the prejudices of a nation. The whole mission 
of an agent of the United States in these countries is a continuous conflict 
with opposing elements. He can never enjoy a consciousness of having 
made an advance in his negotiations. He is forbidden to believe that the 
objects of his Government are gained, even when success seems beyond a 
doubt. This is why, in most cases, the more proper means of judging of his 
labors is, not to inquire what he himself has done to further the interests 
committed to his charge, but in what manner he has crippled the attempts of 
their Governments to injure them. Judged by this standard, I entertain a 
conviction that my persistent efforts have not been wholly fruitless. 

The policy of the Government of Nicaragua in reference to the Transit, 
and the rights growing from it, has been to wrest the route, if possible, from 
the hands of American citizens. All its measures have been directed to that 
end. It appointed Commissioners actually to execute a contract with a 
supposed English Company, represented by M • Cauty. It invited M.. Levas- 
seur, the former associate of M. Felix Belly, and who was then at San Carlos, 
to come—as he himself informed me—to Managua, with an intimation that 
negotiations might be concluded with him. At this period, the American 


anxiously awaiting some evidence of the good faith of the Government, that 
the fraudulent contract, which led to my note of the 9^.^ of February,^ was 
signed and published at Granada. The effect of that communication was 
immediate. The position of the rival Companies was at once reversed. 
The pseudo-contract with Cauty was ignored by the Administration, and 
the President declined to ratify its terms. M. Levasseur was notified that 
no arrangement could be formally made with him; but that his propositions 
might be referred as a projei to Congress. Negotiations were re-commenced 
with M- Perez; and the American contract assumed the vantage-ground 
which it maintained to the end. Matters continued in this condition until 
the 14*1* of March, when the articles were signed by M? Cortez, and received 
the recommendation of the Executive. The two others were referred, it is 
true, to the Chambers, but as projets only. Their reference was a mere for¬ 
mality, and the session concluded without their being discussed. 

In this connection, I have the honor to direct the particular attention of 
the Department to the Granada-contract, entered into with M- Cauty, a 
printed copy of which was annexed to my despatch N° 10, of the 28*.** of 
February last.^ That document furnishes, in itself, the most competent 
testimony against the two Commissioners who signed it, and against the 
Government that had directed their negotiations. 

A fundamental principle of all bilateral contracts, between parties who act 
representatively for others, is that not only the powers which they exhibit 
should be held satisfactory, but also that their being in good and valid form 
should be made an integral part of the declaration. Does this declaration 
of the "Contrato de Transito”, signed by Messrs: Guzman and Vega, on the 
one part, as authorized commissioners of Nicaragua, and Cauty on the 
other, as the presumed agent of an English Company, contain an endorse¬ 
ment of the adequacy of the powers granted to him? Is a mere examination 
“of the corresponding powers and instructions, for the celebration of a 
contract'’ a satisfactory proof that they were sufficient for the purposes of 
the contract? Does not the absence of such a specification, as that the 
powers of both parties were found to be in due and lawful form, bring doubt 
on the validity of the document? For, if the preamble be invalid, are not all 
the proceedings founded upon it equally null? 

If the Department will but refer to the printed contract, it will perceive 
that the preamble sets forth that, “after having examined the corresponding 
powers and instructions for the conclusion of a contract,’’ Messrs: Guzman 
and Vega state that they proceeded to agree upon certain articles. But it 
will equally be perceived that they fail to state that such powers and instruc- 


tions were found to be in due and valid form. And why this omission, but 
because they knew that M^' Cauty, who had stepped forth to contract with 
them, had no powers or instructions for such contract? The fact is, that, on 
the 31®.* of January, i860—the date which the instrument bears—he held 
neither the one nor the other from the Company, which he assumed to repre¬ 
sent. I was confidentially informed by M- Zeledon, who took cognizance 
of M- Cauty’s original propositions, that he had no voucher beyond a letter 
from Croskey, urging him to proceed. In despite, however, of this 
radical informality—in despite of M- Cauty’s utter disability for concluding 
a contract, in his representative capacity— in despite of their knowledge 
that such a contract would have no more effect than a blank sheet of paper— 
the Commissioners of the Republic signed it deliberately and gave it, so far 
as they could, all the forms of official sanction. But reckless as they had 
been in the commencement, they were not bold enough to consummate the 
act in the end. When they declared, in the preamble, that they had exam¬ 
ined the corresponding powers and instructions, they merely declared that 
they had examined their own; for the agent of the English Company had 
neither to exhibit. Indeed, the whole document may be considered as a 
bungling fraud, executed solely to give a pretext for rejecting the American 
contract. Had it been referred alone to Congress, the prejudices which sug¬ 
gested its defeat would have been too manifest; but, accompanied by projets, 
or proposals, from rival companies, that body could urge, as a plea for its 
rejection, that they had also refused to ratify the others, and that their action 
had been taken in the exercise of an undoubted discretion. 

Hence we find propositions, originally discarded by M- Zeledon at 
Managua, in the month of December, 1859, and transferred to Granada, 
during his absence in the month of February, i860, for the ostensible purpose 
of being “listened to” by Commissioners of Nicaragua, strangely converted 
by them into an actual contract with an agent, who exhibited no proof, either 
of the existence of an English Company, or of his right to represent them and 
stipulate in their name. 

Hence, also, we find that, whilst negotiations were on foot with the repre¬ 
sentative of an American Company, and almost on the eve of the meeting of 
Congress, an intimation—if M. Levasseur, the French manager, has correctly 
informed me—is conveyed to him from the highest quarter to come on to the 
capital, with the hope that something might be done in furtherance of his 
scheme! 

The most striking evidence, however, of the fraudulent character of the 
Cauty-contract is to be found in the omission, in the printed copy, of a por- 
of if-c: orJcrJnnl tf'rm.s!. The Dcoartment may remember that, in M* 
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PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 


made a reference to a breach of trust and to the suppression of a part of the 
instrument. This, I have since discovered, consisted in the leaving out of 
the last clause of the concluding article, which appears in the manuscript- 
original, and which contains a provision setting forth that the stipulations 
would not be considered as binding and of any effect, unless M • Cauty should 
present “authentic proof” of his power to enter into a contract. If the 
turpitude of the suppressed clause, in the pamphlet transmitted to the 
Department, deservedly belongs to him, who, through a breach of trust, as 
M f Zeledon states, procured its printing and circulation; the dishonesty of its 
insertion equally attaches to the Commissioners, who signed the instrument 
in the face of their own declaration that the agent, with whom they were 
stipulating on the 31“ of January, i860, had exhibited to them no “authentic 
proof” of his powers to contract. This explains my allusion to the reckless¬ 
ness, which marked the commencement, but which they durst not carry to 
the end, of their negotiations, which, M- Zeledon officially informed the Lega¬ 
tion, were carried on “in mistake”. This transaction would not have been 
brought thus at length to the attention of the Department, but that it pre¬ 
sents a luminous phase in the transit affairs, and exhibits, in a strong light, 
the spirit of malevolence that has controlled them, and the system of Cretism, 
which, in their respect, had to be encountered in the discharge of the duties 
of my ministry, . , 

With the tender of sincerest respect [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[exteact] 

19 San Jose, Costa Rica, June 15, i860. 

Sir: . . . Since my arrival in this country, I have, with great care, en¬ 
deavored to discover the sentiment of the Government, and the prominent 
citizens, towards the United States. There is, I am satisfied, a very intense 
feeling of prejudice against both our Government and people. Indeed, this 
sentiment is, I think, more pervading than it is in Nicaragua. In that 
country is to be found a party, which, although lacking political influence 
and oecuniarv resonrrps. arp stTnnorl-u- ^■H-nr-Vto.A - c a__ 


mlvocatii the* hdHcI atlvaiitages to be derived from it. 'Fhere are, on the other 
iiarul, in the ('ongress of (b.sta Rica, - as I have been credibly informed -■ 
Htrong elements of oi)position, not only in the abstract, to any measure that 
may be proposed by the Unitc^d vStates, but si>ecially to the settlement of the 
various claims upon the (k)vernment by means of a th)nvenl:ion. Whether 
that Body will build uj)on this hostile sentiment a rejection of the Clonven- 
tiun, if submitted to them for ratification, I am unable to say. Such a result 
appears to me, at lea.st, to be very probable. 

I forbear, for the [iresent, from expressing any [lositive opinion upon a 
mattm*. which it is dilhcult to determine, so long as it is in its [iresent state 
uf abeyance. I am inclined to believe, however, that much of the hostility 
which is, without doubt, felt by the prominent men of the Republic, would be 
materially Ic*ssened w(*re it to be known that this convention, which I have 
lH*t*n instructed by my (kivernment to proiiose, is the ultimatum of the 
t hiited Stales. 'I'his would have, it appears to me, a tendency to iiroduce a 
more healthy feeling among them. It would impre.ss them with a better 
appreciation of the grave re.sponsibilities, which they would be imposing 
uptm tlu'ms(‘ives and the pi*ople whom they represent, in the event of an un- 
favorabl(‘ judgnuuit uiion the demands of the United Stales. I am clearly 
tjf tlu‘ ojiinion that this would be the only means of obtaining any equitable 
adjustment from ('osta Rica, and that she will be ready to defer such an ad- 
ju.Htment. .so long as the United States will allow her to do it. 

Tin* pt‘riod has arrivetl, I am led to l>eliuve, when it might be. expedient 
that the Fresidenl, both in the ca.se of Uosta Rica and Nicaragua, should 
authorize the lender of a ('onvention as a final offer of the United States, 
which, if refused by them would lead to the most serious consequences. I 
rc‘sp«Ttfu!ly ask, therefore, that such instructions- if they be in accordance 
with the views of the (Government, lie transmitted to me with the least possi¬ 
ble delay. They will, jirobably, have no bearing upon the action of the 
fireiwnt ('ongresa, in case a (Convention should be concluded with the au¬ 
thorized reiirc'sentatives of the (Government of (Costa Rica; but they may lie 
important in remedying any unfavorable action that the (Chambers may pass 
ufKin it. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 



Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident (a Nicaraj. 

Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United Si 

[extuact] 

No. 20 San Josii, Costa Rica, Jui 

Sir: My 19 of the 15*.’' instant^ will, by this time, have 
Department that, at the date of its transmission, the Ihx'sidc 
public of Costa Rica had decided to appoint Commissionei-s 
me and that, under their powers, an initial meeting had, on tlu 
been held, at this Legation, touching the settlement of claims c 

After the lirst meeting, from a variety of causes, controlling 
the Commissioners of Costa Rica, which press of biusiness will 
here fully to detail—but which shall be embodied in the slal 
transactions, minuted from day to day®—the conferimtH's w( 
until Monday the 25*!' instant, when they were again gone into 
followed up to the end. 

I now have the honor to report to you that, through a sonu 
course, the question has taken a more desired turn, which, w'il 
action of the Congress of Costa Rica, will, I trust, speedily ler 
the redress of our grievances. On Friday the 29^'' instant, a 
conferences, each of three or four hours’ duration, the articles of 
were agreed upon and closed. They are, at this moment, Ixnn 
in duplicate, into the English and Spanish languages, so tha 
next, the 2^ of July, Sunday intervening, they shall be ready f 
ture. . . S 

Yours very respectfully [etc.]. 
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Antonio Jos6 de Irisarri, Guatemalan Minister to the United S 
Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ® 

[translation] 

Confidential Brooklyn, New York, J 

Most Excellent Sir : In the latter days of November of the 
I received a note from the Minister for Foreign Relations of 
which he charged me that I should recount to you that the Min 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6. Received July 24. 

* See above, this part, doc. 1554. 

_ » The minutes of these conferences are not included in this publication 1 
m the preface to the first volume. 



Government, in the name of his Government 

a protest; first: against the Treaty of the thirtieth of April 1859 between 
the Government of Guatemala and the Government of Great Britain, 
as a clear and palpable violation of the letter, of the spirit, and of the 
stipulation of the Treaty between Great Britain and the United States 
of America dated the 5*'' July 1850, and commonly known as the 
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Secondly: against the conduct of the Government of Guatemala for 
cautiously withholding and concealing from the American Representa¬ 
tive then resident at that Court and that capital, all knowledge of the 
negotiations then pending, which vitally affected the interests and 
policy of his Government, depriving him by this means of the right and 
privilege of defending those rights, and of maintaining that policy, as a 
violation of established courtesies, which pertain to and have existence 
in diplomatic relations, and with want of attention to the right of the 
United States to that impartiality which is supposed to exist in favor 
of a friendly power when the rights and interests of that power, are 
implicated, and thirdly, against the concession by the Government of 
Guatemala to Great Britain of possession and title of and to the territory 
described in said Treaty of the thirtieth of April one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty nine, as opposed by the whole history of the Central 
American confederation, and opposed likewise to the entire history of 
Guatemala up to the date of said Treaty. 

As at the time when I received the note referred to, the Department of 
State must have been seriously occupied by reason of the approaching meet¬ 
ing of last Congress I suspended my journey to Washington for the discussion 
of this matter with Your Excellency, until you might be less incumbered with 
engagements, not considering the affair of which I was held to treat to be of 
very urgent nature. P'or this reason, I waited untill the termination of the 
session of Congress, and was about to put myself en route for the capital, 
when by unlooked for accident, my right foot was fractured, and put me in a 
state not to be able to determine when I shall be in fit condition to see your 
Excellency in person. 

For this reason I find myself under the necessity of discharging in writing 
the commission which I received from my Government, in place of doing so 
verbally. 

The President of the Republic of Guatemala has believed that the Repre¬ 
sentative of that of the United States of America at that Capital made the 
protest referred to, without having instructions from the Department of 
State to take such step, and he so believes, with the more reason, because 
that Representative in his note of the first of October eighteen hundred and 
fifty nine,^ in which he makes the protest referred to, does not say that he 


treaty of the thirtieth of April Eighteen hundred and fifty nine, entered into 
between the Republic of Guatemala and the Government of Great Britain 
as a violation of the Treaty between the United States of America and 
Great Britain known by the name of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, when this 
Treaty cannot in any matter ever commit the Republic of Guatemala, that 
Republic not having been one of the contracting parties. If such violation 
has occurred, the protest should have been directed against the Government 
of Great Britain, but never against that of Guatemala, which was not a iiarty 
to the stipulations of the so called "Clayton-Bulwer Treaty.” 

Your Excellency knows very well that, he cannot be accused of violation, 
who has in no way committed himself, and much less with the violation of a 
treaty in whose formation he was not consulted. 

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty was made between the United States of Amer¬ 
ica and Great Britain the fifth of July one thousand eight-hundred and 
fifty, and scarcely made, when it was noticed that each of the contracting 
parties had given to it very opposite constructions; and even now, after a 
lapse of ten years, nothing has appeared to show that the contracting parties 
had become of accord upon the true understanding of the first article of the 
Treaty mentioned. 

There was then no motive, no reason why the Government of Guate¬ 
mala should abstain from exercising the perfect right it had to regulate 
with the Government of Great Britain questions existing in relation to 
the possession which, good or bad, that nation held in the territory of the 
Belize. 

The Government of Guatemala exercised therefore the right, which no one 
can dispute, of regulating its own interests, when it was not committed by any 
existing treaty to consult the opinions of another power, foreign, however 
friendly, and whatever sympathies it might have for her—The Government 
of Guatemala has believed that it would derive advantages to its tranquil¬ 
lity, and its commercial relations from the stipulations contained in the 
Treaty of the thirtieth of April eighteen hundred and fifty nine: has exer¬ 
cised the right which belongs to every Government to do that which it be¬ 
lieves best suited to national interests, without causing injury to those of 
other nations; and although a small Republic, it must hope that all the power¬ 
ful nations of the Earth may respect in her the rights of Sovereignty, which 
are not more sacred in their nature in great and powerful empires than in 
small states. 

The reasons I have set forth being considered, I hope the Government of 
the United States may be pleased to declare as not made, the protest which 
the Representative of this Government sent to the Deoartment of Foreign 



it could be founded, and I doubt not the response to this note will give proof 
to the whole world of the justice and uprightness of this Government. 

With the highest consideration [etc.]. 
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A.lex(indcT Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extracts] 

No. 21 San Jos^:, Costa Rica, July is, i860. 

Sir: The Pacific mail of the 3^ of this month came up from Punta Arenas; 
but it brought me no advices from the Department. From that fact, in the 
juncture of our public affairs here, as reported, I was warranted in judging 
that my government, previously apprized of the point to which things, in 
Costa Rica, had been brought, was willing to let them follow their course. 

By despatch 20 of this Legation, date June 30*.^ 1860,2 the Department 
was informed that articles of agreement, on the subject of claims of American 
citizens, had, after much discussion, been closed between myself and the 
Plenipotentiaries of Costa Rica, and that they were then abiding the copy¬ 
ing of the instrument, by the clerks, for conclusion and signature on the sec¬ 
ond day of July instant. 

This I now have the honor to state was done at this Legation, on the ap¬ 
pointed day; and the instrument having been handed, by the Commis¬ 
sioners of Costa Rica, to the President of the Republic on the 3^, it was, by 
him, referred to the Supreme Legislative Powers on the 4^^ of July instant. 
I am gratified to acquaint the Department with the final result, conveyed to 
me thro’ the official note of the Minister of Foreign Relations, of the 13*.^, 
transmitting the ratifying Decree of the Congress of Costa Rica, of the 
12^}'- of July instant.® . . . 

In expectation of farther instructions from the President, positive and 
final, in relation to our affairs in Nicaragua, whither I shall conveniently 
return, I have the honor [etc,]. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6. Received August 4. 

^See above, this part, doc. I555' , r , 

3 This omission, which begins in the midst of a sentence, relates to details of the negotia¬ 
tions which led to the conclusion of the claims convention, referring to several pertinent 
enclosures, among them minutes of the conferences. It also refers to assistance rendered 
by the Minister’s son, who was the bearer of this despatch to the Department. Courtesies 
shown bv the Costa Rican Government by displaying its flag on the 4th of July and honor- 



Aniceto Esquivel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica, to Alexander 

Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 22 ^ San Jose:, Costa Rica, July 26, 1S60. 

Sir: The copies, which the Undersigned has the honor to annex,^ will in¬ 
form Y. E. that William Walker, the adventurer, has again turned up, 
threatening some point of Central America with invasion and with the viola¬ 
tion of its territorial integrity. 

On this occasion he directly menaces Honduras; but the character of the 
threat is such as to justify the Central American Republics in coiivsidering 
the danger of any single one of them as involving their common security and 
peace. The experience of the past, therefore, imposes upon them the im¬ 
perative duty of not appearing indifferent to the call of Honduras; although 
these threats and alarms of William Walker, the enemy of the tranquillity 
of Central America, should be ascribed to vague rumours. 

Costa Rica, for her part, will in a given case, resort to every appliance 
within her power and means. In this view of things the President has, as 
one of the most suitable means, directed the call of Y. E’s attention to the 
question and the communication of the documents, which have been re¬ 
ceived from Honduras, so that you may be pleased, should you deem it 
proper, to transmit them to your Government, in pursuance of that friendly 
spirit, of which you have manifested repeated proofs. 

The Government of the powerful Republic of the north holds in its hands 
the most effective means of cutting off this evil and of repressing all unlawful 
undertakings; and Costa Rica, at this day, can allege cogent reasons for be¬ 
lieving that that Government will apply them with all the energy which it 
has ever used. 

Under these convictions, confirmed by the friendly co-operation of Y. E. 
in like cases, the President looks forward to an effective result. Be pleased 
to accept the distinguished proofs of the esteem and respect, [etc.]. 

1 Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6, enclosure No. 22^ with Dimitry to the 
Secretary of State, No. 22, below, this part, doc. 1559. 

* Not included in this publication. 



Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica, to William H. Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 22 San Jos^:, Costa Rica, August 6, i860. 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to inclose, in the form of translations, for 
the knowledge of the Department of State, a communication of Aniceto 
Esquivel, Minister of Foreign Relations of Costa Rica,^ accompanying three 
documents,® relative to an invasion of Roatan Island, or, better, to a visit, 
purported to have been made to it by M- William Walker. 

Conscious of the disasters and afflictions, which the presence of this man 
has, in times past, brought upon these people; And aware of the dread, which 
heralds the bare mention of his name, over the whole expanse of these coun¬ 
tries, I am far from astonished that they should look upon his appearance in 
the waters of that portion of Central America, which they inhabit, as an 
evidence of the renewal of designs, which, to them, portend nothing less than 
spoliation of their property and obliteration of their nationality. 

Honduras is out of my ministerial province and I deeply regret that our 
Government should be, at this day, unrepresented within her territory. So 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6. Received September 3. 

® See above, this part, July 26, i860, doc. 1558. 

^ Two of these, one from the British Consul at Comayagua, reported information received 
from Belize that Walker was approaching the Bay Islands. The text of the third, to which 
the others were enclosures, follows: 

F. GSmez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Costa Rica 

[translation] 

No. 22® Comayagua, July 7, 1S60 

Sir: In the midst of the calm, which in these parts, this Republic has for sometime 
enjoyed and under the content of its population, attending the beneficent influences 
of peace, an event, imposing and threatful in its character, has occurred to disturb that 
tranquillity, which has been the constant aim of the President of the State, from the 
moment that the popular will called him to the sway of the Government. _ Walker, the 
adventurer, now makes his appearance in the Bay Islands of this Republic, displaying 
his standard of destruction and ruin, which he has sworn against all the States of Central 
America. I am justified in this assertion by the documents, which I have the honor 
to transmit to you for the knowledge of His Excellency, the General President of the 
Republic of Costa Rica. . .,.1, t, 

lionduras in the meantime has taken every measure of defence in keeping with her 
resources; and she hopes that the patriotism of the people of the States, roused by the 
call of national independence and of the public liberties, now threatened, will not fail 
to turn to the point, where duty to the safety of the country directs. But as the me^s 
of this State may probably prove inadequate to repel this freebooting invasion,^ nis 
Excellency, the President has, through my channel, deemed proper to communicate 
knowledge of the foregoing facts to His Excellency, the President of your Republic, 
in the conviction that, should a necessity arise, the Government of Costa Rica, will 
willingly assist Honduras, with all its power, in the imminent struggle; since the conse¬ 
quences, which it involves, not only directly jeopard the independence of this btate, but 
they endanger also that of the other Central American States. 


which the undeviating course of the President of the United States has 
justified me in giving to the members of the governments, near which I 
have the honor of representing mine. In this particular instance, I have not 
deemed myself called upon to pass any formal note, in answer to that of 
M? Esquivel of the 26*.** ultimo;^ for nothing more could have been said, 
within the allowable limits of the most extended communication, than has 
been, times and again, re-iterated in many an exchange of views, on this sub¬ 
ject, with the functionaries of those governments. Besides this fact, as the 
language of the Honorable Minister of Foreign Relations did not seem to 
invite any action of this Legation beyond that of transmitting the documents 
to [the?] government of the United States, I deemed it proper to limit mine 
to conveying to your Department the translations of them, which are hereto 
annexed. 

With sentiments of very great respect, I have the honor [etc.]. 


1560 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicara^iua ami Costa 
Rica, to William H. Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States 2 

No. 24 San Josi:, Costa Rica, Atigust 15, i860. 

Sir: With your N® 17 of the 30^.** of June ult:®, I have the honor to receive 
copies of the two resolutions of the Senate, adopted, respectively, in Execu¬ 
tive Sessions, on the 26*.^ and on the 27*.^ of that month,'* touching the treaty 
with Nicaragua of the I6*** of March 1859. 

^ Your instructions making it my duty again to bring up this treaty ques¬ 
tion, and to submit the amendments of the Senate to the government of 
Nicaragua, had been foreseen in my own intentions; and they will now be 
followed up, so speedily as the arduous season of the year will have allowed 
me to reach the capital of the Republic of Nicaragua. When sulunitted, 
those resolutions, I beg leave to assure the President, will command my most 
strenuous endeavors in order to procure, from that government, the assent 
which your Despatch desires. 

The formal omission, by the Senate of the United States, of the last clause 
of the Sixteenth Article of the Treaty, is an act, which, I apprehend, will 

^ See above, this part, doc. 1558. 

^ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6. Received September s. 

®See above, this volume, pt. 1, doc. 1137. 

^ For the provisions of these resolutions, see above, this volume, pt, l, note 2, p, 172. 



meet with little opposition in the Congress of Nicaragua, considering that 
they have already, with clumsy malice, directed its obliteration, though 
nursing its insolence, in the peculiar wording of the Legislative decree of 
ratification—if I mistake not—of the 22^ of July 1859. 

The addition to the second clause of the same article is one, which, I 
equally conceive, is calculated to meet with feeble, if any reluctance, in the 
Congress; seeing that it was, in the origin, grudgingly conceded by Nica¬ 
ragua— hand ignarus loguer —to the demands of the present administration; 
and that the Republic must, therefore, be supposed to be most willing to re¬ 
cede from a stipulation, which the wise foresight and unsleeping vigilance of 
that Administration had wrung from her, in provident guaranties of the 
freedom, the Security, and against the perversion—it may be—of the Isth¬ 
mian route across the territory of Nicaragua. Under all circumstances, 
both of the Resolutions will be pressed on the acceptance of the government 
of Nicaragua; and although the past does not hold out to me many hopes for 
the future of my mission in that Republic, I shall still proceed as if I had a 
right to every favorable expectation on the part of her government. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1561 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to William H. Trescot, Acting Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[extract] 

No. 26 Le6n, Nicaragua, August 28, i860. 

Sir: . . . The question of our treaty with Nicaragua cannot, in however 
cursery a manner, pass unnoticed even in the close of this Despatch. View¬ 
ing, under every light, the only essential amendment made by the Senate, it 
cannot fail to meet with the concurrence of both the Executive and the Con¬ 
gress. As they are known to have reluctantly admitted the second clause 
of the Sixteenth Article; so is there every reason for inferring that they will 
cheerfully accept its obliteration by the Senate of the United States. The 
time, however,—six months from the 27*^ of June—defined for concurrence 
in the admendments and for the exchange of the ratifications, will 
bring the decision of the Legislative body of Nicaragua within the 27*.*^ of 
December next. But the regular, biennial session of the Congress, by the 
terms of the Constitution, must take place on the i®.* of January 1861, four 
days after the expiration of the period fixed by our Senate for the ratifica- 

nor«a i*n Washintrtnn. Had the SUV- 


gestions of my Despatch of the 29*.^ of January last/ I believe, been before 
the Senate of the United States; it is hardly presumable that they would so 
shearly have cut off the period for the ratifications, which, as the question 
now stands, will inevitably require a extra session of Congress, if it l.)e 
that Nicaragua really and sincerely desires to contract treaty relations with 
our government. In my anxiety to save a treaty, around which some 
strange fatality seems to hang, from falling through by want of the proper 
concurrence of this government; my efforts will be directed to secure the call 
of an extra session. In the face of the entirely exhausted resources of the 
country, fitly represented by a hopelessly bankrupt treasury, I shall with 
much energy, however little hope, address myself to the arduous task. 

I have the honor [etc.].^ 


1562 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States •* 

No. 27 Managua, Nicaragua, September u, i860. 

Sir; The doubts, intimated to the Department, in my 26, of the 28*.*' 
ultimo^ dated from Leon before my arrival here, as to the real and sincere 
intentions of the Government of Nicaragua finally to accept and fairly to 
ratify the Treaty of the i6\'' of March 1859 as lately, and entirely within 
their own views, amended by the Senate of the United States, or indeed to 
accept and ratify it at all, will, I regret to say it, have been painfully realized 
by the tenor of a communication which, this day received from the Minister 
of Relations,® I annex in the form of a translation for the judgment of the 
Department of State. 

That communication, originally addressed, in part, to Molina, the 
Charg6 d’Affaires of Nicaragua in the United States on the 28‘'.‘‘ of August 
last, before the American Minister had reached Managua, and referring to 
the then contemplated intents of the government, is, on the iit‘' of Septem¬ 
ber, transcribed, with additions of that date, for information directed to be 
conveyed to this Legation, by order of the Senator-President of the Republic 
of Nicaragua. 

Now, you will have perceived that the note intimates beforehand a disposi¬ 
tion or a resolution—I care not which—not to call an extra session of Con- 

1 Probably, his despatch of January 30, r86o, above, this part, doc. 1543. 

^ A postscript, not included in this publication, referred to a letter which he had just re- 



occupation oi i ruxillo, in that btate, might prevent such a call of the Legisla¬ 
tive Body to ratify the Treaty as amended by the Senate of the United 
States. For a conclusion of this nature, on the part of Nicaragua, conven¬ 
iently suggested to her by Walker’s renewed attempts, and for the very mo¬ 
tives, which she adduces, however flimsily and dishonorably adduced, I was 
already prepared from the consistent tenor of her whole course in regard to 
this Treaty. 

Experience, since my residence in this country, and commerce with some 
of its leading men have fully taught me that the system of Nicaraguan man¬ 
agers—I cannot call them statesmen—^is the Chinese system of exclusive¬ 
ness. With comparatively few, and only a few, able men, who successively 
appear on the theatre of public action; it is to their interest to provide every 
means, which may place them prominent before, and make them necessary 
to, the masses of the people. Hence the policy of some hundred men, at 
most, who control the destiny of this people, to preach a severance from all 
foreign intercourse;—to keep them away from foreign connections, which, 
by inevitable contact, might teach them the lamentable inferiority of those, 
who pretend to sway their interests, social and political. This feeling, I 
am satisfied, especially underlies their every form of action in regard to the 
United States, which they really fear and which, therefore, they deeply hate. 
Little, if any, doubt do I entertain that the prevalence of such a spirit, fos¬ 
tered and sustained by Walker’s latest invasion, has been strengthened by 
that untoward event, which has lent an unfriendly government a conven¬ 
ient pretext for declining to repair a wrong, which, now running into years, 
they seem determined still to prolong. 

The apprehensions, which, from this renewed foray of M- Walker, had 
dwelt upon my mind, as likely to be obstructive of the duty, imposed upon 
me by my government, or of the achievement of its lawful wishes, have been 
unfortunately realized in the result of the decision of the Senator-President 
of the Republic as to the call of an extra session of Congress. This, it will 
have been seen, expects that the United States’ Government will prolong the 
term, fixed for the ratifications of the Treaty by Nicaragua, and for their ex¬ 
change, until the regular January term of 186i. I have signified to the Presi¬ 
dent, in a friendly, though formal, interview, which I had at [the?] Chambers 
with him, this very day, that such a request could not possibly meet the 
sanction of my government. That it implied one of two things; either a 
called session of the Senate of the United States, or the fall of the Treaty, by 
failure of Nicaragua to convoke her Congress within the allotted time. That 
the former could not be expected by Nicaragua, which had created the 
difficulty; whilst it was clearly her duty to have recourse to the latter means. 


attach to Nicaragua, that had intrusively added to it stipulations, which, it 
was natural to infer, must prove disgracious and unsatisfactory to the United 
States. I urged upon him that now that all cause of dissidence, on this ques¬ 
tion, had been removed between the two governments, I did not perceive how 
that of Nicaragua, if anxious, as it professed to be, to close relations of 
amity with mine, could absolve itself from the obligation of calling the Con¬ 
gress together for the purpose of ratifying a treaty which it had originally 
disfigured by intrusive and inadmissible additions, which my government 
never could consider as amendments. 

With the declaration from the Senator-President that his government is 
now, as it has ever been, desirous to cling to the United States, he stated that, 
in his judgment, the straightened condition of Nicaragua, should commend it¬ 
self to the friendlier consideration of the United States. That the unforeseen 
expenditure of moneys to which the appearance of M- Walker, within the 
waters of Central America, had subjected the Republic, forbade his govern¬ 
ment to appropriate even the two thousand dollars, which the extra Session 
of Congress would necessitate and that his Government, therefore, looked to 
the forbearance of that of the United States for a prolongation of the time, 
until the regular period of Assembly in January i86i. 

With my closing remark that such a decision, on his part and thus ex¬ 
pressed, was, in my judgment, a practical rejection of the treaty, to which 
he demurred, we closed the conference. The facts, connected with it, are, 
in this despatch, fairly laid before you; and I leave it to your appreciation 
to measure their bearing; though I deem it my duty to suggest that 
Walker’s invasion of Honduras has proved a Godsend, speciously improved 
to justify tills government in receding from its plight. In this, as in former 
instances, I believe that it has, in no way, demented from its well-earned 
reputation for doubledealing and subterfuge. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1563 

Hermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander 
Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 27-A Managua, Nicaragua, September ii, i860. 

Minister: Under this date, I write the following to Luis Molina, 
Charg6 d’Affaires of Nicaragua in Washington: 

By a note, addressed to you on the 28^*’ ultimo, I stated that the arma- 


merits proposed by the Senate of the United States to the Lamar-Zeledon 
treaty, and that you should be pleased to communicate the same to the 
Secretary of State. 

If, at that time, there was reason to doubt of the feasibility of an 
extraordinary session of Congress, still a hope was entertained of the 
speedy^ disappearance of the enemies of public morality and of our 
tranquility, and that, therefore, the Government might apply its meas¬ 
ures to the reunion of the Chambers; but, up to this day, no news has 
been received of the movements of Walker, nor of the state of things 
in Honduras, so that our fears are not removed; and as the period, 
marked out for the ratification and exchange of ratifications of the afore¬ 
said treaty, may lapse, the Senator-President has ordered me to solicit, 
through your channel, a prolongation of the time, which may include 
the period of the ordinary sessions, which take place between January 
and March, in order that the proposed amendments may be brought to 
the knowledge of the Legislative power. 

And, by order of said Senator-President, I have the honor of transcribing 
the foregoing, for your information. 

I am [etc.]. 


1564 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Hermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 28^ Managua, Nicaragua, September 14, i860. 

Minister: Your note of the ii*Mnstant,^ communicating to this Lega¬ 
tion extracts of your Despatches to the Charg6 d'Affaires of this government, 
in Washington, under the respective dates of the 28*.’^ of August and of the 
I of September i860, has duly come to hand. That note found me in the 
preparation of the correspondence with my government by the Steamer of 
the I5*^ from Punta Ycacos to Panama. But for that circumstance, its 
unforeseen tenor and unexpected intimations would have secured the imme¬ 
diate and appropriate acknowledgment which I now have the honor to make. 
Xhough done at a period somewhat delayed by that circumstance, I trust 
that it will not miss its friendly object in soliciting the most serious attention 
of your government to the very unfavorable posture, to which your instruc¬ 
tions to its Minister in Washington have brought the question of the treaty 
of the I6t^ of March 1859, as lately and maturely amended by the Senate of 
the United States. 

It is a duty from which I cannot refrain, M^ Minister, to state to you with 
preat resnect. but with eoual earnestness that, in a seeming frustration of the 
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best and friendliest objects of my government, the intimations of yours put a 
very forbidding aspect on a question, from which constant assurances of the 
good will of Nicaragua had contributed to allay and avert its fears. To 
you, Sir, I willingly leave it to judge of the feeling with which my govern¬ 
ment, heretofore yielding to its better hopes and relying on the better inten¬ 
tions of Nicaragua, will have been apprized of the later conclusions, which 
the extracts of your note so unmistakably indicate. I am free, M- Minister, 
to convey to you my perfect conviction that the views of the Authorities of 
the Republic, suggested to this Legation by the character of your instruc¬ 
tions to M? Molina, will constrain the President of the United States to the 
belief, if not to the assurance, that the period has not yet come when those 
fears, trustingly struggled against, are to be effectually dispelled. From the 
responsibilities of this less satisfactory state of things, I am pleased to think 
that my government will have been placed in a condition of absolute im¬ 
munity by its fair and straightforward conduct; while the consequences of a 
course, which looks to a contrary direction and which I have no authority to 
declare but which may be easily foreseen, will, in the event of their occur¬ 
rence, be justly traceable to this unlooked for action of Nicaragua. 

The history of this Treaty, scarcely matched in the annals of international 
negotiations, which I do not deem it necessary at present to enter into, 
among many disagreeable features, exhibits one now reproduced by this 
action of Nicaragua, under circumstances of a nearly identical character. 
In 1858, as appears from Decree N° 42 of your Legislative Acts, when the 
Treaty of the 16*.^ of November 1857, known as the Cass-Yrisarri Conven¬ 
tion was, by the Assembly of Nicaragua, declared “to be ratified, without 
modification in acknowledgment of the loyalty of the United States”; 
the sanction of the Executive was withheld from it for reasons hitherto un¬ 
explained or, if attempted to be explained by M- Minister Cortez’ note to 
Lamar, done in such form as to have proved unsatisfactory to my gov¬ 
ernment. This, by no means expected, mode of proceeding on the part of 
yours was almost immediately followed by a communication of the Minister 
of Relations of Nicaragua, represented to be of the date of the i®.* of May 
1858 and instructing her Minister, then accredited to the United States, to 
obtain from their government “an extension of the time within which the 
exchange of ratifications is to take place.” 

With what has since occurred, you, M? Minister, from the various public 
positions which you have worthily held, must be thoroughly familiar. 



of the original article, which you, Minister, are fully apprized had failed, 
from the beginning, to meet with the cordial approval of your Congress;— 
when, I say, after three years of embarassments and delays growing, I fear, 
out of the ungenerous mistrusts of Nicaragua, this has been done and the 
fhiited States have every right to expect, if not to insist, that every farther 
embarassment shall be kept from a consummation to which this Republic is 
more than technically bound;—then it is that instructions to your Minister, 
in Washington, have gone to remind my government that what had taken 
I>Iace on the i“.*of h!ay 1858 has again been resorted to in August i860 in the re¬ 
newal of an application through your Charg6 d’Affaires, for “ a prolongation ” 
of the period of ratilication, as limited by the Senate of the United [States], so 
that it shall be comprised between the months of January and of March 1861. 

This measure, in relation to the Treaty, into the motives of which, as set 
forth, I beg you to believe I shall not be so presumptuous as to inquire, may, 
however, be supposed to have been determined very soon after the receipt of 
the information that the Convention had been ratified by the Senate. To 
this inference I am allowably led by the extract from your instructions, to 
Mf Molina, of the 28^^^ ultimo, in which it is said: 

The levy of arms, on account of the occupation of Trujillo, might pre¬ 
vent the calling of Congress to bring to their knowledge the amendments 
to the Lamar-Zeledon treaty, proposed by the Senate of the United 
States; and that he may be pleased so to represent it to the Secretary 
of State. 

Readily admitting the inherent right of every government to determine 
and, determining, to act for itself; I am not prepared for the admission that, 
in whatever such government may think proper to do, its action can be un¬ 
questionably allowed to work to the detriment of other governments, when 
they have given neither just, nor even plausible, cause. This, M^ Minister, 
is the enunciation of a truism, for which I feel myself disposed to claim 
your indulgence. In the instance, however, to which the tenor of your note 
calls for this reference;—coming to a conclusion from causes, with which the 
government of the United States never had, have not, and by no means, can 
have any connection ;—-from causes which, times and again repudiated by 
them, they have consistently reproved, condemned and sought, within their 
lawful powers, to abate;—-the government of Nicaragua, by a determination 
which might, under a less friendly judgment, look like an easy avail of irrele¬ 
vant causes, has intimated a course in regard to an international compact 
which, if carried out, must produce the detrimental result so far as the 
United States and their dignity are concerned. 

Concedine’. therefore—cheerfully and unreservedly conceding the right 



will scarcely have conceded, that their presence in Honduras, or tliat Uie 
apprehensions or necessities, which it may now or prosiH*c(iveIy impose upon 
your gtn-erninent, can justly lie invoked as lieing so suHlcienl and coni roll iiifi; 
a cause as to demand the course, which it has selectc'd, in diriH-ting your 
worthy iMinister in the United States, to pursue through tlu* application for 
an extension of the time assigned for the ratilications of the 'Treaty and for 
their excluuige. Not. only will it have reiielled the admissiliility of such a 
course; but it may also be jusLilied in considering it atlelay, full of the gravest 
conseciuences, most unuccountabl}' brought to bear on the settlement of a 
(piestion, which, it may be said, once practically adjusted by the action of 
your C'ongress and now irreproachably amended by the Senate of the Uniteii 
Slates, is, after threi* years of {irocrastinations, again and surprisingly {nit in 
su Iterance. 

The Uresulent of the United States, I aiiiireliend, AU Ministi'r, will nut 
have failed, in the consideration of this matter, duly to weigh the precursory 
intimations of ytiur instructioiis to IVU Alolina, of the (la((‘ of August 28*.’“ 
ultimo, (livi'ii out, as practicably as {lossible, after your government had 
received, through him, information of the ratilication by the Simate of tiu; 
United Slates and bidore the ameiulmeats of that body liad been duly 
{ireseiitecl by this f.egation;- given out, at tile very date indeeii, when, on 
my way from the city of San Jost* of (losla Rica and an ronfa for your capital, 
I was, from the city of Leon, communicating with my government on this 
subject; they are now found, to my exceeding regri't, embodied into more 
dehned vshaiie and realized in a <iU()lat.ion from your additional instructions 
of the 1of Se(iteniber, directing your AHiuster in Wasliiiigton, byonierof 
llis Excellency, the Senator-President, formally to ret|uest a "prolongation" 
of the {leriod fixed liy a late amendment of the Senate for the ralilicationH and 
their exchange, In view of an armed descent lately operated by (jeid W? 
Walker on the coast of Ifoiuluras. 

You will not, I trust, do me the injustice to .sui)|>oHe that I can In* so lieetb 
less an observer of events, or so indilTcrent a judge of the dungei.Hi, with which 
the invasion of a conterminous State may threaten the jicace of this Repule 
lie, as not {iroiierly to estimate tlio value of the reasons which imve .swayed 
your governiiK'nt in renewing a re<{ueKt of (K).st{Kmcment, whit'h will have 
been received as a very strange i)roposal under a fair review of the circum¬ 
stances of the case. Sunicient as they may be for the AutliorilieH of Nic¬ 
aragua, I cannot lielieve that they have commended themselves to an eijual 
apiireciation in the judgment of the President of tlic United States. 'Tlie 
concluHion for the sake of good feeling and friendly recijirocity I trust lluit 

T Ai*r* in r’C’^nnlneinn in wKinli itu^x/ In jvirtu* 


Still confiding in the fair disposition of Nicaragua and wholly unprepared 
for a contingency, which the proposal indicates, they have furnished me, I 
frankly state to you, M? Minister, with no instruction on this head beyond 
that of enforcing upon yours the binding necessity of confirming, through the 
action of your Congress, the treaty of the I6^^^ of March 1859, within the 
period fixed by the Senate’s amendment. But I am not the less certain 
that the proposal cannot, under any circumstance, be either accepted by, or 
acceptable to, the government of the United States. A similar course, 
pursued by your Authorities, under a similar aspect of the matter, has here¬ 
tofore called for an answer on which, I feel, you may be authorized to rely in 
the present instance. That answer, conveyed in times past, through your 
Representative, in an official note of the Secretary of State of the United 
States, is no doubt on the files of your Department. I beg, Minister, 
that you will allow your attention to be called to that portion of it, which, 
touching the present question of an “extension of time,” may be safely 
reproduced as an exponent of the still abiding opinions and views of my 
government. 

Acknowledging the receipt of M- Yrisarri’s communication of the 30*’" of 
May 1858,^ informing the Department of State that he is instructed to make 
a proposition, which was renewed on the 28*.^ of August i860, M- Secretary 
Cass writes in reply: ^ 

I have the honor to acquaint you that your note has been laid before the 
President, who has directed me to state that this information has occa¬ 
sioned much surprise and disappointment. Hitherto this government 
has unequivocally shown the strength of its own wishes (for the main¬ 
tenance of lasting peace and harmony between the two republics) but 
as it feels bound to consult its own dignity and interests, even in prefer¬ 
ence to this desire; I am further instructed to inform you that, under 
existing circumstances and after the strange and unexplained proceed¬ 
ings, which have delayed the Treaty in Nicaragua, your application for 
an extension of the time for the exchange of the ratifications cannot be 
granted. 

Will your Excellency, I would respectfully ask, believe that such a request 
can be now acceded to, especially with the accumulations of two years of 
additional delays and vexatious disappointments following, from the time 
when it was first made, down to the present, which witnesses its renewal? 
Will you not, on the contrary, M? Minister, allow me to inform my govern¬ 
ment that yours, receding from its instructions, will direct others in such a 
way as to meet with the conclusions of mine? The only means of accom¬ 
plishing that end, it has already been intimated to you, lies in a call of your 



deemed certain, will have put it out of the power of Nicaragua, in conse¬ 
quence of her own course, to ratify and exchange within the limit prescribed; 
thus inflicting a serious evil, which is yet fortunately within the reach of her 
control. In the meantime I have the honor of annexing pro forma transla¬ 
tions, in the Spanish language, as elucidations of the amendments of the 
Senate to the treaty of the of March 1859. 

With the tender of my perfect esteem and consideration, I have the honor 
[etc.]. 


1565 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 28 Managua, Nicaragua, September 26, i860. 

Sir: However ailing, at this time, under the prostrations of this wasting 
climate and although still unable to convey to you‘ any information of a 
favorable nature in regard to the action of Nicaragua, touching our treaty 
with her government; I cannot allow the Steamer of the 30^!^ instant to go 
down, without addressing to the Department even an unsatisfactory report 
of things as they exist. They have undergone no change since the date of 
my N 9 27,2 enclosing to you the translated copy of M- Zepeda’s note of the 
ii*.’^ of September instant.® The Senator-President, who shaped the course 
of this government in the matter and dictated the instructions to M • Molina, 
has resigned his temporary hold of Authority to General Martinez, who, 
in a better state of health, has returned to the exercise of the Executive 
powers. This alternation of Authority, however, has so far resulted in 
nothing conducive to either the wishes or the interests of my government. 
Neither the retiring, nor the returning, functionary seems disposed to remove 
the question from the position in which it has been placed by the direct 
action of the one, and the seeming assent of the other, functionary. That 
course I fully understand. They are not unaware that great national 
interests make it desirable for us to have a treaty with them; while, I regret 
that I have to say it, my experience justifies me in believing that no reciprocal 
desire exists on their part. 

That course, therefore, is intended either to force upon the President, in 
order to save the treaty, the necessity of calling the Senate in extra session 
to prolong the period of ratification, which, subservient to their probable 
wishes, turns out to have been made unfortunately short, or to justify them 
in allowing the treaty to fall through, by the negative process of non-ratifica- 


quircb ciu extra oession oi tneir congress and that their exhausted treasury— 
an indubitable fact will not admit the expenditure which its call must 
involve. Indeed I am not, on this latter head, left merely to my own in¬ 
ferences. In conversations with the Senator-President on the subject, 
opportunities for which were opened to me by our residing at the same house, 
and throughout my endeavors to move him to another course, his steadfast 
declarations went to say that, in the condition of their finances and under 
the outlays, to which Walker’s invasion compelled her, it was impossible 
for Nicaragua to provide the appropriation of moneys, which an extraordi¬ 
nary session of her Congress would necessarily demand. 

It was under those circumstances that Zepeda’s communication of the 
11 of September instant, already communicated to the Department, came 
to confirm apprehensions which I had entertained even before reaching 
Managua. On its receipt, I wavered as to the propriety of ah immediate 
reply. The views of the Senator-President, displayed in his intimations, 
might, as I thought, yet be brought to a change and hence I deemed it pru¬ 
dent to withhold the answer, which was prepared two or three days after the 
receipt of Zepeda’s note. The transfer of power, however, having oc¬ 
curred ; one President having succeeded the other in authority and no notice, 
no intimation, having been given to the Legation of any change of purpose 
of the authorities of Nicaragua, I considered it both expedient, in the junc¬ 
ture of affairs, and demanded by the dignity of our government, yesterday 
to transmit to Zepeda the note of the 14*.^ of September ^ of which copy 
is herewith annexed. Upon a careful re-perusal of its contents I indulge the 
belief, unless laboring under a total misconception of the merits of the ques¬ 
tion, that the representations of that note mainly correspond with what, 
I trust, my government would have directed me to state to the Minister of 
Foreign Relations.— Hence I confidently look for the approbation of its 
tenor by the Ih-esident, believing that he will have judged that the character 
of the communication was moulded on the nature of the circumstances. 

With very great respect [etc.]. 

1 See above, this part, doc. 1564. 



TIermmegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander 
Dimitry, United States Minister Resident lo Nicaragua and C'osta Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 29-A Managua, Nicaragua, Scptcmhe.r jo, iHao. 

Sir: This clay at 10 o’clock A.M. I received a dispatch of yours of the date 
of the 14*^.’' instant.^ 

As my government is about to move to Granada, where it will remain 
some days, I propose to myself to submit that despatch to His ICxec'llency, 
the President, satisfied, for the present, with this acknowledgment and 
subscribing myself [etc.]. 
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Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 

Rica, to Ilermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua. ^ 

No. 29-B Managua, Nicaragua, September 26, 1S60. 

Sir: I have just received your communication of this date ■' informing rne 
that, at 10 o’clock this morning, my note of the date of tlie I4t'‘ instant ^ 
came to your hands. 

Tliat note. Sir, bears the date of the day when the [len was put to the 
paper on which it is drafted. If retained until yesterday afternoon, when it 
was committed to the messenger, it was so done because a personal int(‘rvk‘W, 
had at chambers with the Senator-President, had created a hope, I ac¬ 
knowledge, however, not a very sanguine hope—-that your govt‘rnment 
might, perhaps, awake to a more laudable sense of justice & come lo a better 
appreciation of the course which, in the exercise of its sovereignty, it has 
chosen to pursue in regard to the general bearing of the question under 
view and to the particular obligation, impending on the Aiithoritii's of this 
Republic, to call your Congress to ratify the amended vStipulations of the 
16*'.’' of March i860, and thus secure the exchange of ratification.s, by the 
27b’’ of December next, the period indicated by the Senate of the United 
States. 

The titulary of the Executive office having remitted his temporary powers 
to the Excellent President of the Republic and this Legation not having been 
informed of any change in what seems to be the pre-determined view of this 
government in relation to the Treaty; I considered it my duty no longer to 

>■ Despatches, Nicaragua & Costa Rica, vol. 6, enclosure 29A with Dimitry to the Secretary 
of State, No. 29, below, this part, doc. 1572. »Sec above, this ()art, doc. 1564. 
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withhold, from, your Department, what I deem will inevitably be the views 
of my government, laid down to your Minister in Washington. 

Unless Nicaragua has formed a foregone conclusion on this subject, 
neithei the invasion of Honduras by Gen- Walker, nor the levy of arms to 
which she has been led to resort, nor the low state of the funds in her Treas¬ 
ury, nor yet the temporary translation of the Executive Powers of this gov¬ 
ernment to Granada, can, I most humbly submit to you, Minister, give 
consistency to its intended course, or reconcile my government to the request 
communicated in your note of the ii*.^ instant. 

Before turning its action in the way of intentions, which may be fairly 
presumed, your government, as I think and beg leave most respectfully to 
suppose, must have maturely weighed the subject. To the conviction, 
however, that such action was attended by all the deliberateness, which so 
important a question demands; you will allow me to add the equally con¬ 
trolling conviction that my government will not, under any circumstance, 
adhere to the course, to which your premonitory instructions of August 28 
i860 plainly and unavoidably point. What, tlierefore, must be the result 
between the obvious indications of the government of Nicaragua and the no 
less obvious decision of the President of the United States, I leave it to your 
enlightened judgment to foresee. It was to avoid such a result, necessarily 
to be deprecated, that my note of the 14*^ was intended. A hope, however, 
in the very act of preparing it, was still entertained that its representations 
might not be required to bring Nicaragua to do that, which just to the 
United States, cannot but be beneficial to herself. Under that I hope I 
lingered for a few days; but the silence of your government, after the friendly 
interviews had with its then Chief Magistrate and since the return to power 
of President Martinez, warned me that it was my duty, both to my govern¬ 
ment and to yours, not to permit it to rest under the delusive expectation 
that, in any imaginable contingency, the instructions to M- Molina can 
result in any thing but a certain denial on the part of mine. Cordially 
thanking you. Sir, for the opportunity which your note of this day has 
afforded me for the renewal of the suggestions of my communication of the 
date of the instant; And hoping that, with the full time before it, your 
government will yet call the Congress together so as to ratify the treaty as 
amended, with the tender of my great consideration, very respectfully do I 


Washington, October /, 1^60. 

Sir: The intelligence liaving been received in Managua, which I trans¬ 
mitted with the docunient.s pertaining thereto, of the apiiroval by tlu* Senate 
of the. United vStates of the 'Freaty signed in that Ciapital by the Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries of both Republics on the. 16 March 1859, in the initlst of tlu‘ alarm 
caused by the new hlibustering invasion of Clentral America which took 
place in the territory of Honduras, Don nermencgildo Zepi'da, Minister of 
Foreign Relations of Nicaragua, orders me, to communicate to the Hon¬ 
orable Secretary of State of the United States, as I have had tlu* honor to 
state to him verbally: that, notwithstanding the veheincmt desire which, as 
ever animates Nicaragua to draw closer the relations of amity which bind 
her to this country, by means of Treaties which may establish and deline 
them in a clear manner, and his great disappointment on perceiving that all 
the elTorts which on different occasions have been made to atchievc; this, 
continue nevertheless without result; the Government forescT's that p(Thai)s 
it will not be possible for it to submit in sufficient time to the decision of the 
Legislative Chambers the addition and extension adopted by the Senate, its 
attention and its measures being engrosvsed by the fullillment of its primor¬ 
dial duty of providing for the defense of the State, and of aiding in that of its 
brothers and allies until delivered from the common enemy. 

I must observe that the said extension being only for six mont lns from the 
27'■h of June last, it does not reach to tlie ordinary se.ssions of the 1 .egislative 
Body of Nicaragua which will commence in the early i)art of January iHOi- - 
and it would be necessary to call it together in extra session; and that in 
consequence of the interruptions suffered by the mails, the notict^ of the 
aiiproval of the Treaty, with the addition and extension introduciHl hy the 
Senate, was not received at Managua until the end of August. 

Notwithstanding the Government of Nicaragua had not abandoned on the 
2B‘!‘ of August last, date of the communication from Zepeda, all hope in 
this respect. It indicated only a grave obstacle to his own desire, foreseeing 
with regret, that it perhaps would be impossible to him to overcome it; and 
he charges me to communicate it immediately to the Honorable SeertHary of 
State being desirous to proceed loyally, thus giving fresh proof of hie dis¬ 
positions and friendly sentiments towards the United States, to the end 
that its Government may be persuaded that if the anticipation indicated 
should be realized, and the pending negotiation su0er a new delay, it must 
be imputed to the situation in which in despite of her the invasion and 
‘ Notes from Central America, vol. 3, Received October 8. 



threatenings of the adventurers place Nicaragua, and in no wise to any lack 
of the friendly solicitude with which she proceeds in her relations with this 
country. 

I improve the opportunity [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to L&wis Cass, 
Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, October 2, 1860. 

Sir: The recent invasion of Central America, effected on Honduran ter¬ 
ritory by a band of North American Adventurers commanded by the no¬ 
torious malefactor William Walker compels me to address myself to His 
Excellency General Cass, Secretary of State of the United States in obedience 
to orders and instructions which I have received, and in the name of Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras. 

This invasion is not an isolated act, but the prelude of a new series of 
similar action, which, it can be foreseen, will be repeated, following the same 
impulses & pertinacity of direction without which one cannot conceive of 
such expeditions in the past nor in the future— 

According to information which appears to be worthy of credit, when 
news arrived of the invasion having been effected, another expedition set 
forth from New Orleans, and since the knowledge has come of the Capture 
of Walker and his company, there has sailed from the same port another & 
third expedition well provided with the elements for war. 

All confirms what has been discovered at different times, and there has 
already been sufficient foundation for the belief, that in the Southern States 
of this Republic there exists a conspiracy, which has extensive ramifications, 
and counts upon resources which are not to be despised, whose object is to 
destroy the nationality and independence of the States of Central America, 
to subdue them by fire and sword, and introduce slavery— 

The invasion which occupies ray attention is beyond doubt the first result 
of this conspiracy, the vanguard of the forces which it is intended to put in 
operation, collected and equipped, without noise & deliberately, according 
to plans combined beforehand, and attempted to be carried into effect under 
the protection of the flag of the United States, with which they coyer, the 
ships, men, arms, munitions, provisions and every kind of supplies des- 


clianp:e, which T am pleased to observe, in opinion in this ('ountry, and the 
wretched end which such vanRuard has met with, there is a probability that 
these criminal acts may l)c repeated, whilst their authors ('an rec'hon, in the 
Southern vStates, upon the symjnithies and com[)!ett' impunily llu'y enjoy. 

In this belief the Governments, which I have tin' honor to ropn'se-nt, 
would consider themselves as failing; in their duties, should (Ih'V not addrt'ss 
themselves to that of the United States, as they now do ihrout-h m<', sett in,u' 
out the facta aright, representing the ills which their rei)etitIon would bring 
upon them and upon these States, soliciting a radical renu'dy, and det'laring 
frankly the policy they propose to follow in certain cvenlualitic's, the natural 
consequence of such enterj^rizes. 

A conspiracy, it may well be conceived, of tendencies so criminal against 
the county in which it is planned, as against the friendly country, wliich, 
without provocation, (I:t in the midst of peace is the direct object of its tn'iich- 
croua attacks, could not present itself frankly before the jHiblic, because It 
would arouse against it the generous instincts which it needs to ineiti' in its 
behalf—It adoptc'd, therefore, the only practicable systt'iii, that, which (ui- 
tcri)rises of the vsame class have always instinctively followc'd, that, of au¬ 
daciously deceiving by means of atrocious falsehoods and calumnies against 
communities aiul Individuals, by falsifying the signiruuition of terms, and 
the nature of things; and i>rescnts itself, with hypocrisy iine(iuulled, as tlu' 
christianiz(!r, civili/,cr and liberator of idolatrous, half saviige and oppressed 
nations, instead of showing Itself in its true character as the champion of 
Slavery, destructive of civilization and the laws in which it rt'sts the in¬ 
cendiary and i)rofanor of the domestic hearth, and of the temples of a pacific 
I’cople, Christian, erdightened and free. 

'Po thi.s system belong the farce of the Presidency of Walker in Nicaragua; 
the suppositive resistance of the inhabitants of Ruatan to tlu* treaty by 
which the Bay Islands were to return to the recognition of the Sovereignty of 
Honduras; their resolution to declare themselves indejumdent; and tlicuV 
anxiety for aid from the Pilibusters; and in line, their abuse of the name of 
Gt'iieral Gabauas, by pretending that they were going to reinstate him in the 
I’residency, and that they were in communication with him, or his partisans; 
of all which and other falsehoods even more despicable, tiu'y have math' use 
during the recent invasion to give to it the color of plausibility. 

I shall say nothing respecting the imperishable presidential n'damations 
of Walker; and for what relates to the inhabitants of Ruatan, I refer to tin; 
documents which I have the honor to send herewith,^ by which it appears 
those inhabitants did not resist the restoration of the Islands to llonduraH 
nnr* linvc thev attemoted to declare themselves indetKMifl'nt' that fhev bifl 



auras, aided iier, and are ready to proceed in good faith to the execution of 
the 1 reaty; which I do not doubt, will be gratifying to the Administration of 
your h-xccllency which has so much influenced the determination to restore 
the Islands. 

As to the Calumny against General Cabanas, I should perhaps cast that to 
contempt, assuming that the character and history of the man are known; 
but it may not be inopportune to observe that, he was the first of the deluded 
party to which he was allied, to unmask and denounce through the press, the 
antenational [i'A*] designs of Walker, when that person was in the apogee of 
his iiower in Nicaragua; and that moreover the calumny has been authorita¬ 
tively refuted, and with just indignation by the Official Gazette of Salvador 
where the General lives, retired from public affairs. 

I cite these instances of the system of falsehood and calumny on which the 
filibustering enterprizes are founded, to make it clear, that even in the belief 
of their promoters themselves they cannot be gotten up, nor thrive, 
except at the cost of the friendly relations between those and these States; 
by sowing discord; creating prejudices and unreasonable hatreds, and pro¬ 
voking differences, and conflicts. 

I ought also to avail myself of this occasion to affirm, in honor of my 
country; that no Central American has stirred up or desired the invasion of 
Honduras, but on the contrary, all. Governments and People, from Guate¬ 
mala to Costa Rica, have raised one general outcry of indignation, of re¬ 
sistance, and of chastisement to the common enemy, thus practically hallow¬ 
ing the fact, predominant in the political position of those States in respect of 
foreign powers, that their independence, their nationality, their territorial 
integrity is one, sole and indivisible. 

By no one of the Governments, which I have the honor to represent, is 
any question made of the impotence of such enterprizes, however great their 
means to attain their object. On the contrary, each one entertains the 
most perfect assurance that in the result, victory will rest with the nations 
who have right on their side, and the resolution to be free, maintaining at 
every cost their Independence. But the indelible vestiges of blood & desola¬ 
tion, l)y fire and sword, left in Nicaragua by the so called American phalanx 
at the expence of the good name of this country, and of few, more or less, 
than Eight thousand North American Victims; and the notorious malev¬ 
olence, gratuitous injustice, and irritating tone, which, even at this day, are 
prominent in the generality of the organs of the press of the United States, 
whenever they treat of the Central Americans; leave no doubt of the power 
of the I'ilibusters to inflict, if no more, the gravest injuries on these and those 
States. 
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confidence, and that the first filibustering expeditions by teaching them to 
fear, and to apprehend ills from whence before they had hoped for benefits 
only, produced in certain degree, the effects of a disabusing from erroneous 
impressions which gravely compromised those primitive sentiments—Hap¬ 
pily their sympathies were renewed, thanks to the just and honorable policy 
which gave its result in the Capture of the Filibusters at San Juan del Norte, 
in the act of executing their second invasion; and to the good sense of the 
Central Americans, who know how to distinguish between the worthy popu¬ 
lation of this country, and the faction of banded adventurers, which in 
violating its laws dishonor its name. 

The States of Central America supposed themselves to be safe, in the 
midst of the peace which they have maintained since the termination of the 
national war; they reposed after that prolonged struggle, on the faith of 
treaties, settled in principle, and in part carried into practice, by which the 
[m] came under an obligation, and made concessions of the greatest weight 
and importance; in conformity with the Wishes of your Excellency’s Gov¬ 
ernment, in exchange for freedom from filibuster injury, and from responsi¬ 
bility for consequential damages which it was not in her power to avoid: 
they had succeeded in making effective in their full extent, notwithstanding 
the resentments which the barbarous conduct of the invaders sowed thro 
the country, the rights and guarantees which their Laws liberally assured to 
the persons and property of foreigners; they strove to repair the evils which 
the first invasion caused them; and Nicaragua, notwithstanding the exhaus¬ 
tion of her Treasury, had passed laws for indemnization, and agreeably to 
them had begun to allow, and was continuing to allow the damages suffered 
in that strife by natives and foreigners, without excepting those which, in 
their unheard of brutality were perpetrated by the so called American 
phalanx: such as the burning of Granada, when the third invasion took 
place in the Honduran territory, by the same class of persons as those an¬ 
terior, and altho' it has been promptly driven from the country, and been 
partially chastised, it has delayed the execution of a treaty which contributes 
to the arrangement of entangled questions between two friendly powers; has 
interrupted the tranquillity of the peaceful labors of the Republics which I 
represent, and of their allies and Sisters, causing to them considerable ex¬ 
penses, and incalculable injury in forcing them to take up arms and abandon 
their pursuits. 

This fact corroborates the well founded fears that such expeditions may be 
repeated, keeps up in Central America a state of disquiet whose prolongation 
would be unbearable; and gives place for the dissemination of hatreds, and 


■cfie iNorin /imerican union, believes itself to be entitled not only to the 
strictest respect for its most sacred rights, but also to that good will which 
promises so many reciprocal benefits to her relations with this country. 

In order to put an end to so deplorable a condition, and to prevent the 
differences and contests which may grow out of it, the Governments of 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Honduras, full of confidence in the justice and 
wisdom of the Government of the United States, remembering that already 
on a former occasion it deigned to call the attention of Congress to this 
important point, have ordered me to address to the Honorable Secretary of 
State the preceding exposition, and thro’ his honored intervention to solicit 
from his Excellency the President, that in observance of the relations of 
friendship and good understanding, he may please to devise a radical remedy 
for evils so transcendantly serious; and also order me to declare in their 
name, that in the event, unfortunately, of the repetition of invasions by 
adventurers, in their own territory, or that of their allies & brothers with 
unavoidable injury to national and foreign interests; they will repudiate any 
responsibility for injuries resulting from extraneous crimes which it is not for 
them to foresee,^ protesting, as from this day they do protest in the most 
solemn manner, that they will not listen to any reclamation for damages 
which the adventurers may inflict, nor for those which may inevitably origi¬ 
nate in a state of war, or from measures, which in the judgment of these 
Governments may be necessary to the defence of the Country, either to the 
persons or property of transient or resident foreigners, but it is not to be 
understood that they will omit to make efforts to give them all the protection 
in their power which may be compatible with the national defence. 

I profit by the occasion [etc.]. 
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Eermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander 
Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ^ 

[translation] 

No. 29'= Granada, Nicaragua, October 4, i860. 

Mr Minister: As your esteemed notes of the 14*?^ and of the 26*.^ of last 
month ® both refer to the same subject, I claim the liberty of answering them 
at once by the present. 

Your intelligence and the well-deserved appreciation of the rectitude of 

1 In a footnote referring to this word are the suggested possible alternate translations, 
"anticipate, forestall, prevent, hinder, foresee, forelmow.” . , „ 
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enced the request for a prolongation of the time limited by the Senate for 
the submission to Congress of the alterations made in the Lamar-Zcledon 
treaty, stipulated on the of March 1859, modified on the I2*h of July of 
the same year by the Chambers of the Republic and amended on the 26*h 
and the 27*h of June i860 by the Senate of the United States. Neither you 
nor the Senate are uninformed of the period of the ordinary meetings of our 
Congress; whilst you, more than any other, are aware of the burthens im¬ 
posed upon our Republic by extraordinary calls of our Congress. I do not 
know that the annals of the United States afford examples of repeated cases 
of extraordinary meetings of the Congress, notwithstanding the immense 
resources, which the government has at its disposal. This mere suggestion 
of a comparison might justify the Government of Nicaragua in this—that at 
the time of requesting the extension, it entertained no sinister views, with 
which it might be charged, in exercising a right inherent to it, and that in 
using such right it was led to it by circumstances not unknown to you. 

The Government does not blame the want of foresight of the Senate of the 
United States in pointing out a period inadequate for the submission of the 
amendments to the ordinary Congress; and it would have made the sacrifice 
of convoking the Chambers in order to give a proof of fair relations with the 
government of the United States; but unfortunately the threat held out by 
Walker—against the independence of the country, came to absorb all its 
attention. True it is that, at this date, news has been received of his capture, 
and of his duresse in the port of Truxillo; but unfortunately the govern¬ 
ment knows, as you know, that there is reason for fearing that Walker has 
been re-shipped for the United States, that is to say that he is left in a j^osi- 
tion for prosecuting new invasions. To this news, is added the information 
that Henningsen, with a crowd of filibusters, is, in Panama, preparing another 
expedition for the coast of the South. This is unofficial; but until the gov¬ 
ernment can ascertain its accuracy or falseness, there can be no change in the 
unfavorable condition of the country, which compels it to live in a state of 
continued alarm. 

A Minister, equally just and enlightened as is the government, whom he 
represents, cannot fail to do justice to my Government if it insist on the 
resolution taken on the 28*.*^ of August ultimo, soliciting the extension to 
which allusion has been made. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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jAlexander DimitTy, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Hermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 29“ Granada, Nicaragua, October 7, i860. 

Mr Minister : In acknowledging the receipt of your esteemed communica¬ 
tion of the 4*.^ inst., in answer to my notes of the 14^.^ and 26‘.^ of September 
ultimo ^ I cannot allow that acknowledgment to pass from this Legation 
without a token of deepest regret that its suggestions, oral or written, should 
have so far proved of no avail in impressing upon your government the cer¬ 
tainty that the proposition of the 28*.'^ of August last, conveyed through 
their Minister in Washington, will surely have failed to meet with compli¬ 
ance on the part of mine. 

It is hardly required, I presume, that I should give you the assurance that 
the sincerely great respect, which I profess for the Executive of the Republic, 
forbids me to suppose any motives not worthy of his character; whilst you 
may be certain that, in the spirit of rectitude, which you so justly ascribe 
to the President, he will judge of them with equal fairness so far as they 
“have influenced the request for a prolongation of the time, limited by the 
Senate for the submission to Congress of the alterations made in the Lamar- 
Zeledon Treaty of the 16*.*' of March 1859." Judging of them, however, in 
that very spirit, he will, I entertain no doubt, have considered them intirely 
inadequate to justify the exercise of the right of postponing the exchange of 
ratifications, set for the 27*.** of December next, inherent as that right may 
be in the government of the Republic. 

So far as the amendment, touching the period for exchange of ratifications, 
is in question, it will be gratifying to my government to know that yours 
“does not blame the want of foresight of the Senate of the United States.” 
It would, however, I venture to surmise, have been still more gratified had 
not a liability to blame been implied. The Senate of the United States, I 
respectfully beg to say, M^ Minister, is not generally supposed, in any mat¬ 
ters which may come before it, to act with any “want of foresight.” They 
are, on the contrary, held to be a body of prudent statesmen, whose pro¬ 
ceedings are usually marked by every degree of deliberateness. In this 
instance, those proceedings, I conceive, have not gone wide of long established 
usage; whilst the accredited reports of the press of the United States, if not 
the despatches of your diplomatic agent, must have informed you that the 
subject-matter of this note was discussed at great length and, discussed, with 
more than ordinary scrutiny. This fact, duly weighed, must militate suc¬ 
cessfully against any idea of improvidence, if such had been erroneously 



The very amendments, indeed, which they have made to the Treaty and 
which invoke the seasonable meeting of your Congress, are proofs of great 
foresight, directed to allay possible fears of Nicaragua and to tender ampler 
guaranties for the integrity of her territory. Eminently of that character 
is the essential alteration, which points out the period of six months, between 
the 27*.^ of June and the 27**^ of December i860, as that within which the 
exchange of ratifications shall take place. They, you may be intirely satis¬ 
fied, M- Minister, were alive to the consequences, attending any farther 
delays—the treaty being once ratified by them—in the settlement of a 
question, which, under the intimated intentions of Nicaragua, presents itself 
in a very serious aspect. They knew that the original Cass-Yrisarri Treaty 
of the 16*.^ of November 1857, in Congressional Decree 42, of the 28*.*^ of 
March 1858, had been declared to be ratified “without modification and in 
acknowledgment of the loyalty of the United States.” They knew that 
that Decree, after such declaration, had received the Ejecdtese" —the law¬ 
ful sanction— of the Executive, carrying with itself, therefore, all the obliga¬ 
tions, which such an instrument and such an act involved, on the part of 
Nicaragua. They knew that Article First of the same Decree had instructed 
the Executive to endeavor to procure from the government of the United 
States a separate convention, explanatory of the Treaty, which, as above 
stated, had been ratified, and sanctioned, “without modification.” They 
knew that, for reasons not pervious to them, no such endeavors were exerted 
as prescribed, by the Legislature of the Republic, in the First Article of the 
law; but that, on the contrary, the original treaty, ratified and sanctioned, 
as I conceive it to have been, having been held back, the Congress with a 
strange oversight of their own instructions to the Executive “to endeavor to 
celebrate” separate and explanatory articles, which were not, so far as I am 
aware, formally attempted to be procured, proceeded, in the matter of a 
treaty, which they had declared and which the Executive had awarded to be 
ratified “without amendment”, to introduce amendments, one of which, 
highly derogatory to the dignity of any sovereignty, was peculiarly ungener¬ 
ous and unjust to that of the United States. They knew, after the Minister 
of the Republic, then in Washington, had been admitted to make good one 
of those modifications, that the President of the United States had peremp¬ 
torily discarded another (that to which I have alluded as wounding their 
national honor) and that the Authorities of Nicaragua, at the time of con¬ 
cluding, with a predecessor of mine, not distinct and explanatory articles 
suggested by the decree of your Congress, but the remodeled treaty of the 
16*.^ of March 1859, had again introduced in an indirect, though essential, 
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bodied in a treaty between their government and mine; your Congress, in its 
ratifying decree of the 22 '^ of July 1859, whilst directing an obliteration, had 
actually so worded the law, and so inwoven the treaty with it, as to stereo¬ 
type, so far as the records of Nicaragua were concerned, the offensiveness of 
the language which had been rejected and protested against. They knew 
from an experience, now running hard upon three years, that those facts had 
borne with singular fatality on the final conclusion of a Convention which, 
I trust that your Excellency’s sagacity has, long before this, judged to be 
fully as advantageous to Nicaragua as it can possibly prove to the United 
States. In view of those facts, therefore, they decided not without pru¬ 
dence, in the act of ratification, that the period tendered to the Republic of 
Nicaragua for her action in the premises, was not only appropriate, but de¬ 
manded also by the circumstances of the case. 

Were these the last representations which duty required me, through you 
Minister, to address to your government, I would, with every force of 
conviction and every assurance of the fact, repeat that the resolution taken 
on the 28*^ of August ultimo can, under no possible contingency, commend 
itself to the acquiescence of the government of the United States. In that 
impending fact—before its official announcement from Washington can be 
communicated to your authorities—I fear that so much of the period may 
have passed away in expecting answers to an inadmissible proposition, that 
the residue of the time will be utterly insufficient for what I again, as stren¬ 
uously as respectfully, request may be done by the immediate convocation 
of your chambers to put the final seal of approbation to a treaty, which, by 
the form and tenor of Decree No. 42 of March 1858, had practically received 
the ratification and sanction of the Legislative and Executive Authorities of 
the Republic of Nicaragua. 

The news, this day received, of the close of Walker’s carreer, effec¬ 
tually dispelling the apprehensions referred to in your Excellency’s note; and 
the statement of M? Henningsen’s appearance in Panama, “with a crowd of 
filibusters”, bearing on its face nothing save its gross improbability to arrest 
a moment’s attention; I will look to an altered view of the question on the 
part of your government and rely on the expectation that the necessary step 
will be taken to secure timely ratifications and their exchange in Washington 
on, or before, the 27**^ day of December next. Indeed, appealing to what¬ 
ever knowledge I may have reaped, during my residence in Nicaragua, of 
the burthens which press upon her resources; you are pleased, Minister, 
to advert to the invasion of Honduras and to suggest the disposition of your 
government, but for that invasion, “to have made the sacrifice of convoking 
rbf^ rhambprs in order to dve a proof of fair relations with the government 
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ficial results for both countries; but which, if unfortunately defeated by the 
inaction of Nicaragua, must naturally produce most serious consequences. 
I beg, therefore, Minister, to reiterate my reliance on the hope that, even 
at the sacrifice suggested, your Government will have adopted the only 
course which can lead to the realization of the wish, which your note ex¬ 
presses for the maintenance of friendly relations, still more enlarged, between 
the two governments. 

I have the honor [etc.]. 


1572 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, to Lewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 29 Granada, Nicaragua, October ii, i860. 

Sir: The courrier [sic], with my N^ 28 of the 26*.^ of September ultimo,^ 
had not well been dispatched from this Legation when I received, just pre¬ 
vious to my departure for this city, a note, from Zepeda, dated the same 
day, a translation of which I have the honor herewith to inclose to you.® 

You will probably recollect my reporting that, in view of private con¬ 
ferences, had with the Senator-President, and of reasons entirely satisfactory 
to my mind, I had refrained from immediately transmitting my answer of 
the 14^^ of September^ to Zepeda’s notification ® that Molina had, 
on the 28‘.^ of August ult., been instructed to apply for an extension of the 
period fixed for the ratification of the Treaty. The affectation of pointing 
out both dates and hours, which you will have noticed in the communication 
to which this refers, roused suspicions, which, I regret to say, are ever and 
abundantly warranted by the character of those with whom the necessities 
of my mission bring me in official contact. Without a single moment’s 
loss, therefore, did I address myself to the duty of answering the note; a 
duty which was performed, I must confess, with a touch of malicious pleasure 
at the opportunity afforded to me. Besides this, it seemed that there might 
be some lurking intention, or some evasive juggle, in regard to the period 
of ratifying the Treaty, which I would not allow to pass unnoticed. Hence 
you will, I am assured, have remarked that the answer of the 26*.^^ of Septem¬ 
ber last' is worded in such a way as to give no excuse for doubt, in M? Ze¬ 
peda’s mind, or leave any room for stratagem in after time. It is so shaped 
as to convey my assurance that the President will not arrpdp to tLp rprmpct 



these representations will have produced any effect, I have but a very un¬ 
reliable hope, indeed. They are more particularly meant to convict Nica¬ 
ragua, in the event of her final refusal, that she had pre-judged the question 
as early as the 28*'' of August i860 and that she had been seasonably warned 
of the consequences. I had, it is true, heard a few days ago, from no 
authoritative source, yet from one of some influence in the Republic, that it 
was resolved that convocation of the Chambers should take place. How 
far, and how safely, authorized he was in this statement, I leave you to judge 
from the sequel of this despatch. 

In this city where I have, on personal invitation of the President, ac¬ 
companied the government, I received on the 5*.^ instant a note of the Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Relations,^ in reply to my communications, addressed to him 
on the and the 26^'^ of September ultimo. It purports, you will observe, 
to answer the considerations both of the latter communication and of that 
of the 14^^ of the same month. With what degree of point or force, I refer 
it to you, Secretary, to determine. One thing, however is most apparent 
and that is that President Martinez, on whom I had, from our very friendly 
relations, a better reliance, seems unmistakably inclined to pursue the un¬ 
fortunate course laid down by Senator-President Chamorro and to decline 
the call of an extraordinary Congress by insisting on the request which M • 
Molina is instructed to press on our government. This, Sir, it cannot escape 
your sagacity, may be the seal of doom on a measure, which, I am bold to 
assert it, challenges a parallel in the history of negotiations between a 
civilized government and one, which has been inveigled into the hallucination 
that it has a claim to the character. The treaty of Utrecth which, to 
this day, affects the destinies of enlightened Europe, was child’s play com¬ 
pared with the intricacies, the difficulties, the subterfuges and the disappoint¬ 
ments of this Convention with a politically organized horde of ignorantly 
subtle savages, who, with impunity, indulge the privilege of calling us “the 
barbarians of the north." 

Claiming, sincerely claiming, your indulgence, Secretary, for this 
manifestation of feeling, scarcely harmonizing with the tenor and spirit of 
an oflicial communication, I beg leave to fall back on the more appropriate 
demands of this desr)atch. You will, therefore, allow me to invite your 
attention to the reply of the of October,^ copy of which goes with this, 
and which I deemed it proper to make to the note of M • Minister Zepeda, of 
the 4*.^ instant.*'’ Will you allow me, M’: Secretary, to express the hope, if 
not to assert a conviction, that the President will have considered that M- 
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satisfied that no fair, or tenable, argument which he may have it m his 
power to bring, upon the question, can remove it from the ground on which 
it has been placed. Meanwhile I have the honor [etc.]. 


1573 

Ilermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, to Alexander 

Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa Rica ‘ 

[tkanslation] 

No. so'" Managua, Nicaragua, October 26, 1H60. 

Sir: On the 22^ instant, I received your esteemed note of the instant,^ 
in answer to mine of the 4*.'' of same month.® I specially note those dates, 
not to blame you for the delay in the answer, but in view of the relation of 
time with the final object of your aforesaid despatch, which looks to the call 
of the chambers in order to submit to their decision the additions, i)ro[3osed 
by the Senate of the United States, to the Lamar-Zeledon treaty, concluded 
on the of March 1859. 

At the time of pointing out that, perchance, through imiirovidence of the 
Senate, the stringent period of six months had been allotted for the ratifica¬ 
tions of the Treaty and their exchange, there was no intention on my part to 
bring forward any dishonoring charge against that high body; but it was in¬ 
tended merely to state the undeniable fact that it could not be ratified 
unless our chambers had been called in extraordinary session, and tliat such 
a circumstance is purely eventual and dependent on accidental occurrences. 

In the history, which you have drafted, in relation to the Treaty i.s noted 
the error, which you have committed, as to its having received the ICxecutive 
exequatur; and I take care to correct it because it might be adducc'd as a 
charge against Nicaragua that, as it might be a law binding on both con¬ 
tracting parties, it might be held to be a pending matter uj) to this day. 
In reality, no other project of Treaty has received the exequatur of the 
Executive, but the Zeledon-Lamar treaty; amended by the Senate of the 
United States. 

Speaking with you confidentially, you, on various occasions, stated to me 
that you were informed of the intention of the President to convoke the 
Chambers, so soon as the government should return to this city- -informa¬ 
tion, which you had derived from persons who were in commerce with you. 
On submitting to him, however, the note which I am now answering, and 
informing him of our private conferences, he called mv attention to the error 



had he ever deemed it possible, even should the Chambers have been con¬ 
voked, that there could have been an opportunity for the ratifications of the 
Treaty and their exchange, within the period fixed by the Senate of the 
United States. The distances, at which the Senators and Deputies of some 
of the Departments are found and the nature of our means of communication 
make it impossible that they should come together within the peremptory 
period. 

Besides, in the ensuing months some of the members of the Congress will 
have to be elected anew; a circumstance not without inconvenience in view 
of the fact that those, who are to be supplied, would, according to our laws, 
have to vacate their seats for the members elect, causing delays which would 
absorb the time pointed out by the Senate of the United States. 

A treaty, between two nations, being a safe means of binding their mutual, 
friendly relations and of determining and securing their reciprocal rights; 
it is to be hoped that the Senate of the United States, duly appreciating the 
reasons exposed by the Government of Nicaragua, will accede to the pro¬ 
longation which has been solicited, since it can but lead to one common re¬ 
sult, which the one and the other party desire in good faith, a desire which 
has been made manifest on the part of Nicaragua since the government of the 
United States has maintained representatives near this cabinet, as you may 
have had an opportunity of ascertaining from the archives of the Legation 
under your charge. 

For all these reasons, his Excellency the President experiences a regret 
that he cannot accede to your desires. I have the honor [etc.]. 


1574 

Alexander Dimitry, United States Minister Resident to Nicaragua^ and Costa 
Rica, to Hermenegildo Zepeda, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua ^ 

No. 30® Managua, Nicaragua, October 26, i860. 

Sir: Your note of this day,^ in answer to mine dated Granada the 7*-*^ in¬ 
stant,® has just been handed to me by your messenger. The first point, in 
its contents, which demands my attention is—that that communication, in 
reply to yours of the 4*'' of October ’60,^ received on the 22^ instant, requires 
you “Specially to note those dates, not to blame (me) for the delay in the 
answer; but in view of the relation of time with the final object of (my) 
aforesaid despatch, which looks to the call of the Chambers.” . 

Allow me. M? Minister, frankly to say that, rejoicing to share, with the 
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Relations of the Republic, I would be additionally happy to acknowledge, in 
your note, a faithful register of special dates; were it not that this gratifica¬ 
tion, somewhat modified, no doubt by an unintentional suppression of facts, 
cannot embrace the entire correctness of your statement. If not more 
accurate, more fortunate at least, in the recollection of those facts, I hope 
that you will allow me to recall to your mind that, in the same room which 
it was my privilege to occupy with you in Granada—on the self-same table, 
which was used in common in the discharge of our official duties, no less than 
four times—my memory serves me faithfully, Minister,—no less than 
four times, I pointed out to you that already written note of mine of the /‘A, in 
answer to yours of the 4*** instant. Does that memory deceive me, or have 
you been betrayed by yours, M? Minister? Should the latter be so; and 
should it still fail you; will you allow me, most respectfully, to ask you, in 
order to settle things as they are, to accept the services of mine in suggesting 
to you that, on every occasion when your attention was called to the note, 
lying under your eyes, the act was accompanied by an urgent request and a 
relying hope that you would induce your government, receding from its 
foregone determination of the 28*^ of August, renewed on the ii^!' of September 
i86of to adopt speedy measures for the convocation of your Chambers, 
when there was still time ample for the “final object of my despatch’’? 
This, M- Minister, is the particular in which, through a zeal for a special 
noting down of dates, you, I most humbly submit, seem to have entirely 
overlooked the essence of the facts and seriously done injustice to the history 
of the case. 

It appears to me, therefore, that the value and force of written representa¬ 
tions on this question, previously and seasonably lodged in the archives of 
your Department, seem to have been singularly overlooked in your reply, 
when it seeks to trace to the lateness of the reception of my answer, on the 
22^ of October, a result which your government had predetermined to bring 
about, through your instructions of the 28*.^ of August ultimo ^—I mean 
either the inability or the unwillingness of Nicaragua to call her Congress 
to ratify the treaty and secure the exchange of ratifications by the 27*> of 
December next. That reply of yours, therefore, taken out of its connection 
with your own instructions and with other timely warnings of this Legation, 
would go to indicate that the question was brought to your notice on the 
22- day of October only, giving you the obvious opportunity of informing 
me that, in view of the reduced period of time, it were futile, even were your 
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But I am kindly advised by you, M? Minister, that in my summary 
account of the antecedents of the Treaty, I have committed one error, which 
you deem it your duty to correct, “because it might be adduced as a charge 
against Nicaragua." I pray, Minister, that you will believe that I have 
no disposition, as I would certainly feel regret, to add to the already grievous 
list of complaints, which the government of the United States deem them¬ 
selves justifiable in preferring against more than one of the international acts 
of yours, in connection with their honor and their dignity. This Legation 
Sir, can well afford opportunities for a collation of dates; but I beg leave, at 
the same time, to assure you that it takes peculiar care to avoid any perver¬ 
sion, or misapplication, of facts. “In the history,” your note is pleased to 
say, “which you have drafted, in relation to the Treaty, is noted the error, 
which you have committed, as to its having received the Executive "Exe¬ 
quatur." Does my note of the of October, M? Minister, place me in so 
false a position as that which such an assertion would assign to me? I must 
acknowledge. Sir, that I was alarmed at reading those words of your note; 
the more so as I am aware that my government has hitherto had a standing 
ground of complaint against that of Nicaragua from the very fact that 
from a treaty ratified with all the formalities of law by your Congress, on the 
25*1* of March 1858, the "Exequatur" of the executive has been withheld for 
reasons, up to this day, unexplained and, it may be, inexplicable. You, 
however, M- Minister, are pleased to suggest an error, the commission of 
which you are equally pleased to attribute to me. Immediately referring 
to my note of the 7*.*^, with the intention of confessing the error if fastened 
upon me, I find that I have not asserted that the Treaty had received the 
"Exequatur” of Your Executive; and if the language of that note could, by 
any possibility, justify your allegation of an imaginary error, I might, in 
turn, claim it as a merit; for I can conscientiously say that I have fallen 
into it under the best of Authority—the Authority of both the Legislative 
and the Executive of Nicaragua herself. You, Sir, impute to me the error 
of stating that the Treaty of the id*?' of Nov^ 1857 had received the "Exe¬ 
quatur" of the Executive of this Republic. With the declaration that I 
never made any such statement, you will allow me, M? Minister, to appeal 
on error of your own judgment. What I stated and what you. Sir, mistook 
and, mistaking, ascribed to me as an error, is that your Congress, by Decree 
N? 42 of the 28*.^ of March positively declared the ratification, “without 
modification and in acknowledgment of the loyalty of the United States”, 


944 


PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM CENTRAL AMERICA 


national character, and the efficacy of which I never invoked, in terms,^ for 
the treaty of the i6*.^ of NoV‘ 1857* however gratuitously it may be ascribed 
to me by your note of the 26^^ instant. From this, through an error of 
words, is an error of fact imputed to me. Am I fairly liable to it, M- 
Minister? If it can, in your estimation, prove so in any degree, then must 
I, Sir, respectfully refer you to your own decrees for my full exemption from 
a charge of error, which I am willing to overlook on the ground that it was 
inconsiderately made. Should you, however, M ? Minister, after this exposi¬ 
tion, still continue to consider this an error of mine; I would beg you to 
believe that it is one which, with the solemn declaration of your Congress 
and with the official mandate of your Executive, in the “Ejecutese" con¬ 
firmed by his own signature, I must, under your permission, decline to 
abjure and persist in holding as a most logical aberration of judgment, based 
upon the clearest declarations of law, and the firmest sanctions of authority, 
that I can recollect to have met in the course of my observation. 

Throwing myself, Minister, upon your indulgence, I beg leave to close 
this already too long note, which would not have been carried over the extent 
which it covers, had I not, as I honestly believe, perceived the tendency of 
your note of the 26*.^ of October to remove this treaty question from the 
ground, on which your instructions of the 28*.*^ of August last, to Molina, 
have unmistakably placed it, and to convey the idea that the period, at 
which my note of the 7*^ instant reached your Department, is the cause for 
which your government has failed to call your Congress for the purpose of 
ratifying the Treaty as amended by the Senate of the United States. I 
rather find, in that note, reasons for confirming my fears, based upon the 
instructions, to M • Molina, of the 28*.*^ of August and of the 11*.^ of September 
ultimo, that your government had unfortunately decided that no action, on 
its part, should go to settle a question, which, I repeat, M^ Minister, presents 
itself under any but an encouraging aspect. So thoroughly was I impressed 
by those fears, Sir, that I will avow that your note caused me no surprise, 
and that I almost felt gratified in having afforded to your government an 
opportunity of doing that, which I believed was most likely to be within the 
range of its desires. With a simple summary of the dates and \h& facts of this 
question, namely:—that on the 28*.*^ of August last, before the American 
Minister had submitted to your government the amendments of the Senate 
of the United States, it had decided, not to call its Congress to ratify, but 
had instructed its diplomatic agent to apply for an extension of time;—that 



ticm; with tliis suniniary of both dates and facts, I repeat it M? Minister, 
you will alow me to rrjivt the intimations of yournoteof the 26^*instant that 
mine of the 7‘.'' was received ioo Idle to serve the attainment of the “final 
object of iny despatch.’’ I hat final object, Minister, was fully known 
to your K^>V('rnnient, tiuiH' wtH'ks at least, before it was officially brought to 
its consiclcTatioii by any at'tion of this Legation; and, three weeks before 
such action, your government had reached a conclusion, which your note of 
the 2(1*’* of (Jetober, to which this is in answer, would seem to refer to the late 
ptwiocl at which niy note of the 7f'* of October, absorbing its precursors of 
the Kb-' f’f be{)tember, reached your Department. This, 

KI f Minister, might be ({‘rnu^d an ingenious resort, were it not that the great 
frankness, whit'h has charaeterizt'd our ministerial intercourse, utterly repels 
any supposition tsf the kind. You will, therefore, allow me to conclude 
with the as.sertion of the fact that no circumstance, connected with the note 
of this Legation of the 7'^!' of October instant, but the determination of your 
own government, formed as early as the of August ultimo, has prevented 
the reunion of your ('hamhers to adopt the amendments of the Senate of the 
Unittnl State's to the treaty of the of March 1859 and to ratify its stipula¬ 
tions witliin ilu’ period assigned by them. 

I have, Minister, the honor [etc.]. 


1575 

Alixamkr lUmUry^ United sSlaks Minister Resident lo Nicaragua and Costa- 
Rim, ta Lewis C'ass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 30 Managua, Nicaragua, October 26, i860. 

Sir: It is with inexpressible regret that I turn to the duty of despatching 
this note to the* Department, accompanied by the information that the Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic of Nicaragua has formally declined, at a time even 
when hii aaiuit*ac«*nce would scarcely have served the wishes of the President 
of the IJnittHl States, to issue his proclamation for a call of Congress to ratify 
the treaty m amended by the Senate of the United States. M^ Zepeda’s 
communication of the 26^.“ instant,* transmitted herewith in the form of a 
translation will lay before you the miserable platitudes to which this govern¬ 
ment has reaortecl for the substratum of its denial. 

Although Mtisfied that no possible representation of mine could, in the 
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appliance of means more efficient than any exertion of the pen or any con¬ 
trivance of argument. I solemnly declare to you, M? Secretary, that per¬ 
fectly convinced that this government would ultimately refuse to call its 
Congress, I felt by instinct that it would come, and at the time when it did, 
to the conclusion which hi- Zepeda has been instructed to convey to this 
Legation. I cannot choose but think that there is something of the ostrich- 
stupidity in this action of the government. It has, on the 26*^ of October, 
concealed its head under the pretext that the shortness of the time, the 
necessity of electing new members and other equally as valid reasons now 
prevent its calling the Congress together to ratify the Treaty; whilst it 
conveniently forgets that on the of October,^ the invasion of Walker and. 
Walker being out of the way, the imaginary presence of Henningsen, in 
Panama, were the constraining reasons against the call required by the gov¬ 
ernment of the United States; and whilst especially it studies, on the 26^^ of 
October, to ignore that, with all fulness and abundance of time, it had, on 
the 28*.^ of August,* just four months before the possible expiration of the 
available period of ratification, already and predeterminately, instructed its 
diplomatic agent in Washington to bar out that period by a request that it 
should be postponed! 

The Punic faith of this government, M? Secretary, in the fulness of its 
practice, and the Fabian policy of delays, without the integrity which once 
made it honorable, are the only rules acknowledged and applied in the 
management of affairs in this Republic. On three questions, since I have 
been honored with my mission, have just demands of the United States, 
through this Legation, been made on this government; and three times, 
without even the seeming of the most shadowy reason against their justice, 
have they proved of no effect or avail. A decision; on the transit-question, 
was sought at their hands and that, after four months of the weariest, and 
actually most disgusting, discussions, is still in pendency, with little hope 
of a solution, if I am correctly informed as to a new French contract made 
with M- IMarcoleta. A settlement of the claims of citizens of the United 
States is zealously sought and earnestly prosecuted and a President who, 
when it suits him, suppresses ratified Treaties, avails himself of a remote, 
discretionary provision of the Constitution to call for the “dictamen” or 
opinion, of the Senate stands on record to show that Nicaragua shall first 
decide for herself what claims are just—that she shall, in like manner, 
decide what are unjust and then, should any doubtful remain, she will 



desire to tio so, behold! it appears that, even before the last application 
could b(* uiddtt o!i the ciucstlons, she, in the inexhaustible treasury of her 
BuhterfuRCH had disc'overcd reasons, one more flimsy than the other, to suit 
her to-day piirjiost'H and stave off the directions of the President of the United 
States. I leave it to yon, Sir, by your experience of the past, to determine 
what futurt* expectations can be rationally built on the action of a govern¬ 
ment, controlU'd by such i)rinciples and characterized by such acts. For 
my part, M ^ Sc'c'retary, much as I may cling to the law of civic duty which 
demands tiu* ex('rtions of t‘V(‘ry citizen for the service of his country, I begin 
to feel fi'oni niy e{)nlact and commerce with the rulers of this country that 
I rannot much longer consent "to tile my mind for Banquo’s issue.” Dis- 
rc'i^ardluR e\‘i*ry personal sugge.stion -(lisregarding family and self,—I have, 
cunseitting to the dreariness of this mission, faithfully and assiduously 
laluired for the good of our country and, I believe justly and fairly for the 
good of this. I lind, however, that after something hard upon one year of 
Itnl, I have' not bi'cn abU* to enforce one claim of justice, or awake one senti¬ 
ment of eeiuity, in 1 1 lose with whom the commission of the President has 
made it my duty to deal. 

W’itli deejicst re'gret that my presentiments as to the fate of the Treaty 
Bhoiild ha\-e bet'n unfortunately realized, I beg leave, M- Secretary, to 
subscribe my.self [etc.]. 


1576 

Alexander IHmUry, United Stales Minister Resident to Nicaragua and Costa 
Rita, to f.ewis Cass, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

No. 31 Le6n, Nicaragua, November 12, i860. 

Sm: 'rhe late hour, at which the final decision of the President, declining 
to call the C'ongrt'.ss of Nicaragua, was received at this Legation on the 26*.*^ 
of October, and tlie necessity of returning an immediate answer to it, so 
delayed my despatch 30 of the 27‘.»‘ ultimo,^ that I was compelled, for 
safety, to seiul it by my cxiurrier through, from Managua to Punticacos, 
mstead of forwatxling it to Major J. P. Fleiss, at Leon, the place of his 
residence, tlieiux' to be conveyed by him to the Department. ^ Much of 
annoying expt*rience in these countries had taught me that the difficulty of 
procuring mules and guides would have so inevitably delayed him that he 
could not, by any posailiility, have readied in time to take the steamer of the 
30’'.^' ultimo. I, therefore, determined to allow the communication to proceed 
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retary of State, I now have the honor, through Major J. P. Heiss, bearer of this 
Legation, again to apprize the government of the declining of that of Nicara¬ 
gua, accompanied by one consideration, which may yet favorably affect our 
treaty with the Republic. In touching this question I am admonished of 
the duty of caution in my suggestions, so that the Department may not be 
led astray in forming its own conclusions. It is not deemed necessary that 
I should, here and again, advert to the extreme anxiety to which my mind 
had been reduced, since December 1859, by the perusal of the Lamar-Zeledon 
treaty of the 16* of March 1859, as ratified by the Decree of the 22^ of July 
of that year. Enough that the ratification of the Senate of the United States 
has brought it up in a form, affording pretexts for non-action, on the part 
of Nicaragua, which two months of assiduous labors have proved inadequate 
to remove. The policy of one, temporary. President of the Republic, fore¬ 
shadowed in its instructions to M? Molina, before its government could be 
officially informed, through this Legation, of the resolutions of the Senate of 
the United States, has been confirmed by the decision of the Chief Magistrate 
on his return to the exercise of the Executive Powers of the State. He has 
formally declined to convene the Congress in order to ratify. The period 
for such ratification, fixed by the Senate, is rapidly coming to a point. In 
my judgment, the government of Nicaragua having declined to ratify within 
its limitation, the treaty itself might lapse; thus forcing the President of the 
United States into new negotiations were it not that we have it yet in our 
power to avoid that necessity and to baffle, it may be, unfriendly inclinations 
of the government of Nicaragua. Conscious that the Senate, in fixing the 
term of ratification, had perhaps overlooked an essential period of time— 
that between the 27^^ of December i860 and the i®.* of January 1861, when 
the ordinary sessions of the congress of Nicaragua take place—I have been 
somewhat trammeled in my exertions to procure the call of an extraordinary 
congress. The various pretexts, spread out by this Government against 
such a call, have been heretofore fully displayed to the Department. I have, 
however, during the whole of the time entertained a hope that the lache 
might be remedied; and, for that remedy, I have confidently looked to the 
additional action of the Senate of the United States, without ever having 
hinted the possibility of such an appliance to this government. Between 
the assemblage of that body and the 27*^ of December next, time, fully 
sufficient, will have been afforded to them for rescinding the resolution of 
the 27*.^ of June i860 and extending the period of ratification and of exchange 
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tions, by the Steamer of the 15*^ of January, but certainly by that of the 
js* of February, 1861. 

This is the only means left to the government of the United States to baulk 
what I am afraid to think and am loath to suggest may be the policy of 
the government of Nicaragua the intention, if it can safely be carried out, 
of avoiding to close treaty stipulations with the United States, Rather dis¬ 
posed to repel apprehensions than to yield to them, I must say that, in rela¬ 
tion to this Treaty, the whole of its history has given to my apprehensions 
a character of disagreeable assurance. Familiar with the difficulties which 
surrounded its origin and conclusion in the Department of State;—cognizant 
of all its subsequent vicissitudes through now three years of uncertainties, 
some of them of as extraordinary a nature as any negotiation ever had to 
encounter; aware of the anomalous attitude in which it is now placed and 
impressed erroneously I trust it may prove—with the questionable inten¬ 
tions which have placed it in that position; I cannot withhold the expression 
of some doubt as to its ultimate destiny before the Congress or the Executive. 
Allow me, Sir, in the most summary manner, to invite your attention to the 
past of this question and to suggest that judging by its past, a degree of fear 
may be entertained for its future, unless a radical change have taken 
place in the intents or the wishes of this government. A brief reference to it 
may, to a certain extent, give color to the misgivings, which I am still striv¬ 
ing to discard. Such a reference, if productive of no other benefit, will serve, 
at least, to localize the antecedents of the question. 

There is no doubt that the Congress of this Republic, in its session of the 
25*.^ of March 1858, absolutely ratified the Cass-Yrisarri treaty of the 16*.^ 
of November 1857. That fact was generally announced through the com¬ 
munity of Managua; so have I since been satisfactorily informed by more 
persons than one, present in the lobby on the day and at the hour when the 
act was performed. The next day came and some whispers went abroad 
that the Constitutent Assembly would recede from its ratification vote. 
Surprise soon made way for astonishment when, in the evening session of the 
26*.^ of March, the Congress, upon a new vote issued a new Decree, N° 42 
herewith in the form of a translation,^ which declared in the various proposi- 

^ The texts of this decree and of another of the same date, which accompanied it, follow: 

[translation] 


tions: i®* That the Treaty of Nov^ i6* 1857 “was, at the sitting of March 
1858, ratified without any amendment, the Congress refraining to do so in 
acknowledgment of the loyalty of the United States;— 2'^-^ That tlie Execu¬ 
tive, however, should endeavor to obtain from the Government of the United 
States a Treaty, additional to that of the 16*?' of November 1857, which was 
ratified, as above stated, on the 25*!' of March 1858;—That the observa¬ 
tions—these do not appear—submitted to the Assembly by the Government 
shall be the ground of the instructions which it shall give to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary in Washington and That, if no inconvenience be in¬ 
volved the Minister Plenipotentiaiy be directed to retain the ratified treaty 
in his hands until the Treaty additional may have been concliidecl. 


decrees: 

Art: The Government will endeavor to conclude with that of tlu; United States 

of Am? a Treaty, additional to that of the of November of the last year 1857, 
which was ratified in the sitting of the instant, in which additiotuil Treaty may be 
explained with greater clearness and precision the letter and the spirit of tlie former 
Treaty, making patent to the government of the United States that the Assembly of 
Nicaragua have held it unnecessary to modify it, in their ratification, in acknowledg¬ 
ment of their loyalty. 

Art: 2^ The observations, submitted to this Assembly by the Government, shall be 
the basis of the instructions, which it is to give to the Minister Plenipotentiary in 
Washington. 

Art: Should there be no impropriety in the Minister Plenipotentiary's retaining 

in his power the Treaty of the 16. of November of the last year 1H57, meanwhile the 
additional one may be concluded, he shall have power to do so in order that their rati¬ 
fications and the exchange thereof may simultaneously take place in the United States. 
—To the Executive Power.—Given in the Hall of Sessions. Managua, March 26“' 
1858—Agustin Avilez, Deputy President.—^Antonio Falla, Deputy Secretary.—Pio 
Castellano, Deputy Secretary: 

Therefore: 

Let this Decree be executed. Managua, March 28‘!’ 1858—ToniAs Martinez.— 
To Mr Rosalio Cortez, Secretary of the Office of the Interior.—R. Cortez. 

A true Translation: 

Alex? Dimitry. 

[translation] 

Managua, March 26,1838. 

Decree 43 of the 28^!' of March, authorizing the Government, in case of the conclusion 
of a Treaty with the United States, in conformity with the provisions of the Decree of 
the same date, to ratify it definitively: 

The General President of the Republic of Nicaragua to its inhabitants:"- 

Whereas the Constituent Assembly of the Republic has decreed the following: 

The Constituent Assembly, in the exercise of its Legislative Powers, 

decrees: 

Single Article: The Government is authorized, in the event of the conclusion of a 
Treaty, additional to that of the 16‘J’ of November 1857 between the United States 
and Nicaragua, which was ratified in the sitting of the 25^*' instant, definitively to con¬ 
clude such and to ratify it, either by himself, or by authority to that elTect given to 
the Minister Plenipotentiary, in Washington.—To the Executive Power.—Given in 
the Hall of Sessions, at Managua, on the 26‘.'’ of March 1858.—Agustin Avilez, Deputy 
President.—Antonio Falla, Deputy Secretary.—Pio Castell6n, Denutv Sccretarv: 




inj uuuuL oi nab^.y lusLrucuons suDsequentiy given, it not oi iixecutive 
coercion strenuously applied; it will be perceived that the Assembly of 
Nicaragua, whatever may have been their desire othenvise, could not sup¬ 
press a notorious fact and avoid declaring an act, the report of which was 
even then spreading over the extent of the Republic, namely that on the 
25^h of March ’58 they had given their unconditional assent to the Cass- 
Yrisarri Convention, a declaration which is part of their Decree of the 26*.'^ 
of March and which Decree received the sanction of the President. 

Now the Cass-Yrisarri Treaty, thus ratified, is almost identical with the 
Lamar-Zeledon Treaty, with the exception of the additional clause inserted 
by the Senate, which clause is entirely calculated to meet one of the objec¬ 
tions which Nicaragua had to the original XV*.’^ article. But the treaty, with 
that exception, is the same now as the original convention, ratified by the 
Congress and rejected by the Executive. Will he recommend it to the 
Congress for ratification? This question, no endeavor of mine has enabled 
me to answer in the affirmative. Unless, I repeat, a change have come over 
the past indications of the government, I might be tempted to answer it in 
the negative. If the treaty, as it now stands, be all but the Treaty of the 
16*.^ of November 1857, ratified without amendment by the Congress, yet 
ignored by the Executive, I do not see how the latter, without an alteration 
of its policy, can give it his approval. It may be urged, I am aware, that the 
amendment of the Senate, restricting the concession, made to the United 
States, of a privilege to land their forces, in order to secure life and property 
on the transit, ought to be no slight inducement to Nicaragua to ratify the 
Convention. Yet this very suspension of a granted right is invoked as a 
reason against the ratification of the articles. This I have not derived from 
any official source to which I might have access in the discharge of my ap¬ 
propriate duties; but I have heard it from the lips of men of high standing 
in the Republic, two of whom, at least, will be called upon, in their Legisla¬ 
tive capacity, to pass upon the merit of the amendment. The objection, 
already made against it, I would defy any one, out of Nicaragua, to imagine. 
It is simply that, however the United States may seem to suspend the 
exercise of a right granted to them, they reserve to themselves the expediency 
of legislating in the premises. Hence, they say, should the Treaty be ratified 
with the amendment; when the Congress of the United States come to pass 
a law on the subject, they would be “legislating for Nicaragua”—a flagrant 
invasion of her sovereignty and an intolerable disparagement of her dignity! 
This is the most substantial objection, which I have yet heard against the 
ratification; yet flimsy as it is, no one can foresee what consistency it may 
assume when once rooted in the narrow minds of the men, who are called 


Nicaragua from the last of her subterfuges and to compel her either to ratify 
the treaty or to proclaim the bad faith of some, at least, of her functionaries. 
Of the crooked dealings of these men, I have very lately been informed in 
conversation with one, who himself was a participant in the trickeries, which 
attended the suppression of the treaty of the 16*.*^ of Nov- 1857. In a 
friendly discussion with M- Cortez, late Minister of Foreign Relations, and 
holding the same position at the time of the ratification, I told him jocosely 
that my government had been for more than two years endeavoring to find 
out the reasons for which the Executive had suppressed a Treaty, which 
the Congress had solemnly ratified; but that their most strenuous endeavors 
had proved of no avail. He answered me, with something of a tone of 
triumph that he thought that the withholding of the treaty had been suffi¬ 
ciently explained and referred me, with something like defiance, to his note 
to M- Lamar, in which he gave as reason for the suppression: “that the 
Congress, at the time of ratifying the Treaty, required the government to 
make an explanatory one with the United States”—this by the bye is not 
the fact—“leading to the conclusion that they had either consented to what 
was inexpedient for Nicaragua or ratified what they did not understand”. 
I very quietly answered him that he could hardly expect me to accept this 
as a satisfactory explanation, without egregious wrong to President Martinez. 
He, I added, had sent up the Treaty to Congress for their approval; and 
M- Cortez’ explanation inevitably threw him on one of the two alternatives, 
putting him, in one of the instances, in the attitude of having transmitted for 
ratification that which was either not suitable to Nicaragua, or in the second, 
which was not understood by the Executive himself. Yes, said he, thrown 
off his guard for a moment;—^yes, but he accompanied the treaty hy a recom¬ 
mendation not to ratify. And yet they did ratify in spite of this hostile 
recommendation. True that no special decree was issued; but in that of the 
26*.^ of March they proclaimed that ratification; on the 28^.'' of the same 
month the President gave his exequatur to the Decree, which contains the 
declaration, virtually ratifying the treaty itself; and yet he suppressed it. 
He not only suppressed it; but, as the mandate was exclusively directed to 
himself, he, in every particular, violated the Decree and disregarded his own 
precept. Not a single direction of that Decree, I am assured, was ever 
attempted to be carried out; whilst I am equally assured that had it been 
honestly returned to the United States at that time, the Treaty would now 
hold its place among the laws of the land. I have merely adverted to this 
private conversation to justify my conviction of the readiness of these men 
to resort to tortuous courses, whenever they think that they may lead to 
the attainment of their ends. 


factory, note I would beg to urge the necessity, the absolute necessity, of the 
speediest action of the Senate, if this Treaty is to be rescued from the danger 
with which it is threatened.^ 

I have the honor [etc.]. 
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Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charge d'Affaires at Washington, to Jeremiah S. 

Black, Secretary of State of the United States ^ 

[translation] 

Washington, December 26, i860. 

Sir: The extended reply which the Hon: General Lewis Cass, the worthy 
predecessor of Your Excellency as Secretary of State of the United States, 
was pleased to give, under date of the 26**^ of November ® to my note of the 2^ 
of October last,'* attributes to me, without doubt because of the difficulty 
that exists in rendering faithfully the thought that is not one’s own, from one 
into another language, pretentions, views, and feelings which have been, 
and are, very far from my mind, and proceeding upon this inexact supposi¬ 
tion he arrives at a conclusion completely unlocked for in relation to the 
evident object of my cited note, to the declaration, which I made in com¬ 
pliance with express instructions, equally conforming with received usages as 
with the principles of the Law of Nations according to which the Govern¬ 
ment of the United States carefully endeavors to regulate its conduct in the 
unfortunate eventuality, the prevention of which, is in discussion. It is not 
permitted to me, therefore, to pass this without rejoinder, as well that, no 
room may remain for doubt in regard to my position, as to demonstrate the 
conformity to the aforesaid principles of that declaration, offspring of the 
■desire to cultivate the friendly relations which happily exist, with this and 
with other countries, by avoiding unpleasant questions which are to be 
foreseen in the future. 

In my note referred to I had the honor to address myself to the Hon: 
Secretary of State in the name collectively of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and 
Honduras, which successively have deigned to confide in me to represent 
them near the Government of the United States, not because I could have 
conceived the absurd pretention to pass off those three republics as one 
sole and new political entity, but because such form, not being unusual, even 
when there may be as many Ministers as there are States which they repre¬ 
sent upon a subject of common interest; and not having been objected to by 

^ There are in the manuscript volume several despatches from Dimitry bearing dates be- 
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H. E. in the note of the 14 September 1857 subscribed by M*- Irisarn as Min¬ 
ister of Guatemala and Nicaragua and by me as Chargd d’Affaires of Costa 
Rica; that form appeared preferable to me, among other reasons, because, 
the other tends only, in my understanding, needlessly to triplicate material 
labor on one side and the other. But it is sufficient that the collective form 
may have been deemed inconvenient, or that the other is preferred, tliat I 
hasten to conform myself to the views of His Excellency’s Government as I 
have the honor now to prove in the character of Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Costa Rica—^ 

Upon this understanding, I ask His Excellency to be pleased to consider 
as reproduced, my cited note of the 2'^ of October, to the tenor of which I 
must refer myself, assured that throughout will not be found any expression 
upon which to base the suspicion that I had in my mind the thought of 
arrogating to myself the right to speak for Central America. 

I wrote expressly in the name of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras, of 
governments which I have the honor to represent near the United States, and 
to avoid repetitions I used the one or the other expression, believing that 
either of them is in itself sufficiently clear and completes itself necessarily by 
the other. 

It is true that I presented the unity of sentiment and interests of the 
five States extending from Guatemala to Costa Rica, in the same way in 
which I might have made a point of the alarm which filibusterism produces in 
all the hispano-american countries, and the reprobation it deserves from all 
the civilized world without being therefore subject to the charge of attempt¬ 
ing to usurp her voice or her representation. It is also true that, of Central 
America it may be said, almost with as much reason, as a little while since 
at any rate was said of Italy, that it is a geographical expression, because 
unfortunately it does not constitute a political entity, since it separated 
into the five independent Republics of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Salvador and Guatemala, and has not been able to reorganize, notwithstand¬ 
ing, this is so imperiously demanded by its well understood permanent in¬ 
terests unavoidably associated together; and notwithstanding the high ap¬ 
preciation with which they received the wise and disinterested counsels to 
which Your Excellency refers, each time when, in discharge of my very, 
agreeable duty, I have had the honor to forward them to their destination. 

But let it be allowed to me to observe that whether in receiving or trans¬ 
mitting the inestimable counsels referred to, I have done so under the under¬ 
standing that they were addressed to the promotion of the reunion of the five 
Republics mentioned in order that they might constitute that of Central 

^ A note of the same date apparentlv identical, exceotini? the name nf t1ir> mnnl-rv and tlie 



were always united, except during the last twenty years; and which not¬ 
withstanding their separation call and consider themselves as sisters, united 
by indissoluble ties, and treat as such in their reciprocal relations of policy 
and of trade. In this sense any one of them regards the invasion of the terri¬ 
tory of any other of them as an invasion of its own, all making common cause 
for its defence, an obligation which they consecrated with their blood until 
they had driven out the invaders of Nicaragua, 

The Diplomatic correspondence carried on by reason of that invasion from 
the close of 1855 by the Minister of the Central American States represented 
at this place, and M"" Marcy as Secretary of State of the United States leaves 
no doubt upon this particular; establishing on the one part and recognizing 
on the other, in an explicit and clear manner, the rights, correlative with 
said obligation, resulting from the afore mentioned indissoluble community 
of interests and respective position of those States. 

Permit me Your Excellency to refer to the literal tenor of my reproduced 
despatch of the 2 October, requesting you will cause it to be very carefully 
examined, because unless there is much inexactness in the translation it is 
impossible for me to conceive that it could have been understood in a manner 
that should give any foundation to the blame for pursuing, with more feeling 
than delicacy, the leader of the filibusters after he had suffered the just pun¬ 
ishment which he had so often provoked—No Sir—I do not deserve this 
charge, nor do my resentments reach beyond the grave: only one qualifying 
expression applicable to the person of the deceased William Walker will be 
found in that note, to wit, notorio malhechor (notorious wrongdoer) which I 
cannot persuade myself to consider unjust and resentful. All, all other ex¬ 
pressions, severe but not unjust, in that note, apply without exception to 
actions, to filibusterism, or to its schemes, so that there could not have been 
any excess, nor, certainly, have I been more severe than His Excellency, nor, 
than his Government. 

It has not been nor is it my intention to discuss the question of the respon- 
sability which may attach to a State for injuries that persons issuing 
from its territory may cause in that of another friendly state, and I accept 
with gladness the frank declaration which the Honorable Secretary of State 
has been pleased to make in the following words “It is the right of such 
Power” (unlawfully invaded) “to deal with them (the invading adventurers) 
as its laws provide, and whatever punishment they may undergo, no other 
State is justified in interfering or complaining.” 

This cannot but merit due estimation from my Government, and augment 
its high confidence in the integrity of the Government of the North American 
Union. 


jz-itueiieuuy uiau yuu wui. hclvc liic w -^ - 

point before confirming the unfavorable opinion you appear to have foimed, 
giving your earnest attention to the following reasons. 

When it is considered that the invasions of Nicaragua, as well as the more 
recent one of Honduras, were in reality invasions of Central America, having 
for purpose the subjugation of that important and extensive region, and the 
peoples that inhabit it; that the first and the last, were prepared in tlie United 
States, composed of the same class of individuals, under command of (the 
same leader; that he never desisted from his undertaking; nor his absurd 
pretensions on Nicaragua, that the most notorious filibusters when they have 
been brought to trial have been allowed to go free, not even excepting this 
same Leader Walker, and this in despite of the praiseworthy endeavors 
of that most upright Magistrate M' Campbell who presided; and in fine, that 
the purposes of the filibusters, confessed by their chief emissaries and recog¬ 
nized organs, would confound in one common ruin the five Central American 
States, bound together for the common defence, would it be possible, in con¬ 
formity with truth, in discussing the exposition of the mischief in all its 
extension, to seek an efficacious remedy and to decide that the chief victims 
ought to become, or are willing to be responsible for injuries which either 
directly or indirectly such mischief may cause to foreigners? Would it be 
possible to treat of the invasion of Honduras as an isolated fact, by forgetting 
the terrible events in Nicaragua? 

Identical proofs; and more than that: the actsof the Filibustering powers— 
in that Republic; the instructing to its agents; its relations and main spring 
of its resources in this country; the nature even of its acts, and the unequivo¬ 
cal tendency of its policy; all which is notorious and appears in contemporary 
writings which will serve for its history, leave no doubt in my mind of the 
existence of the conspiracy referred to, even excluding the reports and confi¬ 
dential opinions of respectable citizens of this country, worthy of all credit 
by their position, impartiality and stainless character, of which I am not 
permitted to make use; and with such conviction I should have thought 
myself failing to my duty and to truth by omitting a circumstance so leading 
in the exposition of the filibustering maneuvres, and I have limited myself 
to the indication of the fountains of my conviction, sufficient to my senses to 
authorize notice by their intrinsic value, without provoking a controversy 
the favorable result of which could not produce more effect than this well 
founded notice. Your Excellency knows how difficult it is to obtain direct 
legal evidence in matters of this class, and will admit that for me it would be 
almost impossible in the present case, and that the most satisfactory would 
only conduce to exciting the watchfulness of the Government—^Would to 
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clusively the complete extinction of filibusterism! Meanwhile, permit me 
Y. E. in advance to present to you the expression of the high appreciation 
with which my Government will acknowledge promptitude in procuring the 
clearing up of the truth upon this point. 

The solicitude of the Government of Costa Rica that the Government of 
Your Excellency may deign to devise in its wisdom a radical cure for evils of 
such grave transcendancy as those of filibusterism implies the recognition 
of the difficulties which must be overcome, and of the will to accomplish this, 
within the limits of possibility, and I can assure Y. E. that in presenting this 
I have had in consideration the facts upon which the reply of the Honorable 
Secretary dwells, to wit; that neutrality has been broken through all the 
world and in all times, as is now happening in Europe in relation to the 
Italian revolution, that the laws respecting it in the United States are more 
rigorous than those of other countries, and that the extension of their coasts 
and other circumstances are even more favorable to those who have interests 
in evading them. 

I do not fear that the enlightened Government of Y. E. may confound the 
auxiliaries of the Italian people with the filibusters, as they are antipodal, 
altho’ the one and the other may have violated neutrality: these expose their 
lives in a noble cause: for the liberty and nationality of a people, whose 
foreign rulers are the only persons in the contest who can be called filibusters; 
those march against friendly and unoffending nations with objects diamet¬ 
rically opposite. 

For the rest, comparison only proves, that there is here a greater tendency 
to this crime, greater incitements and facilities, and consequently greater 
need for a more active remedy of so grave a mischief, which can be relied on 
through law, and should serve reciprocally as a means for judging of its 
efficacy—By following, to appearance, this rule, the Judge, most competent 
by his elevated position, knowledge, and experience, the most excellent the 
President of the United States, has doubted, at least as to the sufficiency of 
said laws, when after having examined them from their origin and taken 
account of the escapade of Walker, despite the strictest orders to prevent it, 
and after having been set at liberty upon insufficient bail, he addressed to 
Congress the following memorable language, “I commend the whole subject 
to the serious attention of Congress, believing that our duty and our interest, 
as well as our national character require that we should adopt such measures 
as will be effectual in restraining our Citizens from committing such 


fested for their suppression, have been hilly uiiiu'criatcd and thankfully 
received in Costa Rica, and these sentiiuents, whit'h niy (ttiveininetil will 
retain in grateful remembrance of the present Adininistr.ition,^ have Ihh'H 
necessary, combined with the good feeling of that [U'djile, and Its juNt est imu” 
tion of this in order that they might preserve*, as tlu*y do pii’M'tM*, tin* .uni¬ 
cable sentiments which the lilibusters have dom* all they poNsibly eould to 


destroy. 

I am gratified that justice is done to nu* by abantlitning (be stipjioyatinn 
that I could have had in view the restriction ol (he liberty oi tlu- ptess in 
shewing the abuse of it made by tin* lilibuster.s. 11 it wi'ie pos>.lbh*, I wnuUl 
not desire it— This reference enU'ri'd into my plan lor indie.itiug the idi-* 
blistering machinations, by iiroliting of tlu* occasion to put \'oni iudgineiit 
and that of your Government on its guard against publieat ioin. ^.o unjust 
and so impassioned. Your hxcellency understands that this alHise.md in¬ 
justice is reciprocal; and attributes the ill temper ol this press arpunst t entr.d 
America to outrages committed there* against ('ili/ens of the 1 nitc’tl St,ties; 
citing a fact of recent occurrence in Costa Rica. 1 have not the s.itisl.ictitin 
of agreeing with the Honorable .Seendary of .State* beeausi* I flo not tmd terms 
of comparison of the spirit respectivifiy of llu* publications to \\ hich .dliision 
is made in those States and in these; because' nothing has e-oine to my notice 
which is directed against the Uiiitcel .Stale's eir its Citi/eiis, unless in the 
number those are counted which have been publislie'tl again.st (he atlvenfur- 
ers: and because it is enough to ceunpare (he* number of llu*se. (lu'ir activity 
and relative interests, and the importance, eif tlu'ir hostile operatioiiH .igainst 
Central America, with the Number of iH*aee*ful Neirth ;\mrjican t 'iti/ems 
and the importance of their legitimate undertakings in that regittn, to bt'coine 
convinced that the press in general has not been (lu* eeho of ttu'si*, but of 
those whose passions, preposse.ssions and tcndeiu'ies it lias reilecttHi. 

I have nothing to say respecting the justice or injustice of the daiins pend¬ 
ing which must be submitted to the examination and decision tsf (‘oinmis- 
sioners on either part in conformity with the convention whitdi awaits the 
ratification of the United States, except that Ciosta Rica is ready to ju ocecil in 
the hope that by this means impartial justice will be done to the cluimanti, 
and will submit cheerfully to the decision, of arbiters, but I must observe 
that even from the point of view adopted by the llotmrable Secretary the 
fault is not that of the Costa Ricans under arms in w'lf di'fenee but of the 
filibustering invaders of inoffensive nations; that all the claims referrwl to* 
with a single exception, spring from acts which it is said took place in 


St'crt'lary of State onsittecl to take them under conslcleratioa without weigh- 
iny against tluan that presumption in favor of its measures which every 
friendly ('>o\*ernment has the rij^ht to ask; that of Ciosta Rica awaits from the 
uitriyhlness of that of the Uuiteil States, that in view of the impartial rei)orts 
which it is to he Iselieved will have been yiven l)y its distinj^uished MinivSter 
sinei* he has I'eturiu'd to San jose, and upon examining tlu^ case thoroipithly it 
will h<H*(ime coiivineed that far from hein.ifan outraKCt dn'' proce(‘dinjj;’ against 
I h’. 1 ioyan has lioeu exeejitional in his favor, hesules l)t'in}>‘ pi'rlc'ctly Ic^’al, 
ami a proof of I'eyard for his nationality which demonstrates the ('arnest de¬ 
sire of the juc'M'ut Government of that Republic to nuaintaiu its friendly 
relations witli this t'ountry. 

'Fhe emU'avors whieh the unfortunate ex-l*resident 1 )oii Juan Rafael Mora 
ma<h* to reeover power before and after the peoi)le ha.d sanetioned re[)ealedly 
iN:, M»!rum!\\ his destitution and hanishmt'nt are luitorious; aticl the nature of 
tliosi' i iuliNU ttrs proves that his i)artizans in ('osta Rica had made* him helicive 
that, notwithstandini;, lie might ctmnt U[Km the cooperation of a majority of 
the inhal'itanis. 

It is a fact that those* very jiartizans by their maelunalious and the con¬ 
stant menace tif tin* return of their Chief, kept tlu' Covenunent in continued 
al.irm. dt'stroying tlie traiupullity, and freciuently intcuTupling’ the pt'aci'ful 
labors of an industrious people, which became exasperated upon being 
cttmpelled to leave the plough for the musket, tind it may he takam for sure 
that they sent some supjilii's to Mr. Mora, and invited him by giving him 
itnprud<‘!i( aiul illusory reiireseiitalions which daz/.k'd tlu'in, and di'lermining 
his binding in September last led him, wnth many other citizens worthy of a 
Uet ler fate, to a premature grave, leaving in llie history of the eounlry a blood 
stained page as a teaching of the terrible havoc of civil war. 

It is more than a year since Dr. ilogan w'as prosecuted in a crlmlmd case 
as (Hw of the active patlzans of the reaction, and .subjected to cluirges of 
the utnujsl gravity with sulhcient proofs to {iroi'ced ipiou; hut there was no 
dcHire to toiu'h his {lerson, for reasons of jKilicy, while, the ilanger was remote; 
ami in fact nothing was tlone untill afterwards in September last when 
the country was declared to he in a state of siege by legislative decrees 2 
ik N'* H of that montli In anticipation of the reactionary movmneiit which 
without delay broke out at I’unta Arenas. 

'Fhe military authorities then jiroceeded against 1 )'' Hogan as they would 
have pruct‘eded against the. most respectaiile citizen of C ,osta Rica, the (.onsid 
interfused, anti the (Government, out of deference to this country, ordered 
the cause to be proceeded with before the Judge in ordinary, until it reached 
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exception favoral)le to Dr. Hogan as to the [jroreedings, ri'servcti to itself (hr 
said entire powers in regard to the final decision. So the cause was followed 
up judicially, and was closed by the executive measure of banishment ha- 
three years pronounced on the () October last past, 'riiis mea.suie is fountlttl 
on the moral conviction which the cause of the complicity of IJU Ittgan in the 
crime of rebellion produces, and on other grounds, whiOi had they beeti 
formally set forth, as they might easily have been, woulti have brought the 
offender to condign pun'ishment in conformity with Article 177 fd the Penal 
Code. I refer to these carefully pondered conskl(>rations which .su.statftetl 
by the facts destroy the erroneous argument.s, which, In tlie mind «if my 
Government, M*" Consul Hiiie made officially tuid witli [lartiality. In fact 
it is as sure that the whole civilized world recognizes llu‘ luird neces.sity of 
applying to extraordinary times of armed revolution (‘xtniorciimiry ptfwaa*d> 
ings & laws, as it is that the treaties of Costa Rica do not exci'pt Irom (hem 
any foreigners whatever. 

These principles are expressly recognized in the stinu* article of tlie treaty 
between Costa Rica and France, liy reason of which notice was given of the 
cause and measures taken to IVD Iline, and if he had been impartial lie would 
have acknowledged that three depositions of Ollicers of the Army wfiu 
D'Hogan was persuading to a betrayal of the Government and in favor of the 
rebellion are, in extraordinary times when order is in danger, u grave motive, 
and more than in intimation, by force of which, iiroct'edings might be taken 
executively in conformity with the treaty itself. 

Besides, Dr. Hogan having lived many years in the country, and married 
a Costa Rican, could not refrain from taking part in its internal iKilicy, and 
has done so repeatedly; sometimes in the service of the governrmmt, at rnher 
times, in opposition, and in attempts at revolution as haiipenerl under the 
Mora Administration, for which he was also condemned to exile, allhcf the 
order was not executed because the offender olitained an esjieeial piutlon. 

Like circumstances occur in regard to Dr. Hine, and destroy his im|>nf* 
tiality as Consul, because naturally he would declare for the party of the 
family with which he is allied; for which reason, I have iriKlruetionK, that, 
desiring to avoid unpleasant incidents, and using the latitude of diw-retion 
left to me, I comply with by placing the complaint liefore. Your Mxeelierity, 
that you may please to forewarn the said Consul to abstain frenn mi*ddhng 
with internal politics, and that he submit himself in tliis reH[>ert strictly to 
that which, in conformity with international law, the Consular Rc*gultttions 
of the United States provide. 

In the last place, I think that I can give in relation to the banishment of 


niniitri [1 )iniitryl, that it gives no ground for claim; that my Government has 
actc‘tl legally, and under guidance, as ever, of a si)irit of friendship and 
deference towards that of the United States. 

I can say nothing In this relative to claims against Nicaragua, nor about 
those \vhi('h may exist, hut have not come to my knowledge against Hon¬ 
duras; and thanking the I loimrahle Secretary of State for the im[K>rtant data 
which, th(‘ note, I rt'ply to, contains respecting the dispositions of the in¬ 
habitants of tlu‘ Hay Islands, data which my Government will consider with 
tile att(‘ntion which their origin deserves, I proceed to explain, as there is no 
essential contrudictiojj between them, and my note of the 2 *^ October, save 
till' reiHwts whi('h have satislied the Ilonorahle Secretary of Slate; but of 
which I have no knowledge, that "invitations were sent by influential indi¬ 
viduals of Rualan to persons in this country to go there to assist the i)eopIe 
in the resiHlauc(‘ which was thought of against the transfer to lloiiduras". 

It is not hithhm from me that the inhabitants of Ruatan made a peaceful 
oppositi(ui to the conclusion of the treaty, from repugnancy to the transfer; 
aiul tiu*r<‘for<' I spoke only of resistance in its i)rimary acceptation, of resolu¬ 
tion to declare Itself indejiciulent, and of petition for aid from the lilibiusters 
on the part of the inliahitauts of Ruatan in general, resting {)rincipally on 
tint rcpcjrt of thi* lloiuluran C'oinmissloner IVR Tomas Vargas, which bears 
the stamp of candor and of truth; and refers to the State of opinion in that 
Island at the very time when the lilihusters were preparing their invasion of 
Honduras. By this report it appears that such inhabitants solicited guar- 
unli{‘s from I londuras, not as a condition nor by way of threat, but manifest¬ 
ing atapiie.scence in the devolution, and the following passages occur "I have 
Ikhui assurt‘d that when the devolution became known the American Adrian 
and two or three others proi)osed to take the initiative for declaring them¬ 
selves independent, but opportunely this was opimsecl by all; and further on, 
giving his tspinion, the (’ornmiHsioiier adds "from what is said it comes to 
our knowledge that the inhabitants of the Islands of the Bay, are not those 
who rnatle pretention of op{)osing themselves to the transfer, but that all 
wan th{* thought td the party of adventurers which had introduced itself 
there 

What is stab^i is enough to manifest the meaning of my expressions in 
thin regard and their foundation; but even admitting that the aforemen¬ 
tioned inhal)itunts, excited liy some lilihusters previously established there, 
had resolvtHl (tn resisting the treaty by force, and called other lilihusters to 
their aid, the fact would not weaken hut rather reinforce my argument, just 
the sanu' as the uhust‘ which they made of passing events by exaggerating 
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contracted an obligation to admit a right of passage ami nuuit‘ c'omH'SstonH 
of the greatest importance, nor would he have doul)t('(l what tUev e«>uld be, 
if he could have fixed his attention upon the following expressions, “settled 
in principle, and in part practically”, which designalt' as wt'll thos<‘ whirii 
are pending with the United States, as those which arc (rei f(*t ted with iMig- 
land and France, which concessions speak for themselves, luul au*, right of 
transit; exterior ports free; exemption from duties upon tlu'ii ptopc^rt),, 
upon public mails, & upon passengers, and besides in those of Ni( «iiagua the 
privilege of landing troops at discretion when it is deemed of urgency f<jr the 
protection of their respective citizens. Such coricession.s ap{)(*ar It) me to 
be of the greatest weight and importance, and if they do not destn vt* ralilica- 
tion I do not know what can deserve it. In my opinion tlu* said treaties 
affect the five States of Central America for the reasons above indicated, 
and especially and more than the other contracting parties, the State of 
Costa Rica, conterminous and coproprietor with Nicaragua along the line 
of transit; and, already exchanged with the powers referred to, I consider 
them settled in principle, under the same conditions, with all other nations 
of the civilized world; and most particularly with the Unitt'd States, whom* 
Government has forwarded them, and with whose policy and wisiu^s it is 
to be presumed they are in accordance. 

It remains for me to repeat in relation to the declaration in my note of the 
2d of October, that I have not spoken, excei)t in the namt‘ of and by in¬ 
structions from the Governments which I represent, Costa Rica, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua, that they are among themselves allies and sisters as well as 
with Salvador and Guatemala, as is of historic notoriety, aiJjH'ars in the 
diplomatic correspondence above cited, and is so natural considering their 
antecedents and geographical position, that often times their r(*union has 
been counselled under a Government which should have cluirgt* of the com¬ 
mon interests— In the national war of Nicaragua, forex's from the five 
Republics mentioned cooperated, and by the force of situation, and by 
reciprocal compromises, in which Costa Rica bore part, I am not permitted 
to doubt that all would equally cooperate in the defence of the territory of 
any one of them should it be invaded. The forces of C'osta Rica will act 
outside of her proper territory and as the pending claims against that Ckiv- 
ernment are for events which occurred in Nicaragua the declaration ought 
to have embraced the case. 

I am gratified now to withhold in this matter^ upon information that it 
may be considered as settled by agreement on both sides, bv the followinsr 
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interests committed in any other territory than its own, if we shall have 
cause to complain of any violation of our conventional or international 
rights in Costa Rica or Nicaragua, we shall look to the Governments of 
those countries respectively for such redress as we may believe we are 
fairly entitled to. 

With special satisfaction I complied with the commendation to com¬ 
municate this to my Government, supposing the rule to be the same for all, 
and I do not hesitate to accept it in its name at once and without restriction. 

The declaration of Costa Rica being thus simplified, and noticing that 
reference is made to extraneous acts, which she cannot avoid (extraneous acts 
which she cannot prevent, instead of foresee as translated) is reduced to the 
two following points—i®* if the Filibusters should invade her Territory, and 
should kill, rob or do other evil to foreigners; and 2'^ if to repel invasion, she 
would have to close one or more of her ports; interrupt communication 
between one point and other of her territory, or restrict the freedom of trade, 
or of the people, or erect a fortress as is customary in case of War, and from 
this injury and damage, to foreigners should follow, Costa Rica will not hear 
of claims in their behalf, because she considers herself in law freed from any 
responsability. 

With the preceding explanations and in these terms I reiterate the request 
of my anterior note, hoping that the Government of the United States will 
deign to entertain it favorably. 

Begging Your Excellency to excuse the unavoidable lengthiness of the 
present, I have the honor [etc.]. 


1578 

Luis Molina, Nicaraguan Charg6 d*Affaires at Washington, to Jeremiah S. 
Black, Secretary of State of the United States^ 

Washington, January 3, i860 [1861?]. 

Sir: The Government of Nicaragua highly appreciating the noble motives 
of Captain Hiram Paulding of the United States Navy, and the great service 
he did to the good people of that commonwealth, when he captured the 
violators of the laws of his own, who happened to be the lawless invaders 
of that country, at San Juan del Norte, on the 8* of December 1857; deter- 


964 PART II: COMMUNICATIONS FROM ('ICNTKAI. AMFUli A 

mined by two Legislative resolutioiits of March ultimo to ohcr t aptaiis 
Paulding: a vote of thanks, a sword of honor, and a tra<-( (ff (he {nthlic lamlH. 

This gratifying intelligence did not reach niy hamls, in an oltu-ial forni. 
until the middle of July, too late for immediate ac'tion, a circuniNtanee wliirli 
induced me to delay the honor, I now have, of impartine, it to tlic 1 loiioraldt* 
Secretary of State, in the hope that his kind inllurnce may be c*\ertetl in 
obtaining for that worthy Officer the requisite permi.ssitm to accept .s^ud 
mark of gratitude. 

I avail myself of this occasion [etc.]. 
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with Nicaragua for operating Nicara¬ 
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Albermarle, Lord, Governor of Jamaica, 
mentioned, 207 note. 

Aliens, desirability of their emigration to 
Central America, 649-51. 
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168; Honduras denies validity of treaty 
negotiated by him with U. S., 174-5; 
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ica. See Filibustering expeditions; also 
under Kinney, Walker. 
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Industrial activities in Nicaragua, 570. 
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fraudulent grants from Indian Chief, 
history of attempts, 390, 404-7; annul¬ 
ment of grants by Mosquito King, 407; 
Nicaragua’s attempts to have decrees 
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quito Coast, 279; their hatred of 
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241, 242, 243-4, 246-7, 248, 256-7, 266, 
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113, 124-6, 142, 145, 146-50, 165, i68, 
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880, 881-4, 884-8, 891-3, 894-6, 903, 
904-6. 
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Beelen, Frederick A., Secretary, U. S. Lega¬ 
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negotiations for conclusion of treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation be¬ 
tween Nicaragua and U. S., 45, 52, 63, 
344 , 35l^--6o, 3H5 -6, 410 -2, 410 -1 note; 
requests to be relieved of his duties, 387 
note. 
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changed with Secretary of State on 
boundaries of Bay Islands, Belize and 
British Honduras, 775 note. See also 
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Buzzard, British ship of war, 472. 

Cabanas, Jose Trinidad, President of Hon¬ 
duras, interview with Wheeler, U. S. 
Minister Resident in Nicaragua, on 
U. S. policies in Central America, 
500-2. 
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282-3. 

Canas [Canaz], Jose Marfa, commander-in¬ 
chief of Costa Rican forces in Nicaragua 
and Minister to Nicaragua, correspond¬ 
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Cardenas, Pedro, Nicaraguan Minister of 
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mala, 12; instability of his government, 
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Cass, Lewis, Secretary of State, correspond¬ 
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156-61,178-80; opposition to European 
intervention in affairs of American 
states, 117; opposition to Great Brit¬ 
ain’s assumption of jurisdiction over 
Mosquito Coast, 137, 151-3; position 
on boundary settlement between Great 
Britain and Guatemala in Bay of Hon¬ 
duras, 151-3; protests seizure by Nica¬ 
ragua of American vessels in port of 
San Juan del Norte, 138; threatens to 
use force in seeking redress for Ameri¬ 
can citizens, 139; opposes contract for 
Nicaraguan transit route between Felix 
Belly and Costa Rica and Nicaragua, 
I49;_ resents attack by Nicaraguan 
Minister against press of U. S., 181-2; 
denies that persons and property of 
foreigners are protected in Central 
America, 182; determination to protect 
American citizens in Central America, 
145, 182-3, 183-4. 

Castellon, Francisco, Nicaraguan Minister 
of Foreigpi Affairs, correspondence, 
226-8, 286-8, 293-5, 301-5, 308-10; 
mentioned, 241, 525; proposed with¬ 
drawal as Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and appointment as Minister to U. S., 
330 - 1 - 

Cauty, Colonel, agent of British Transit 
Company to obtain monopoly of 
Nicaraguan transit route. See British 
Transit Company. 

Central America _ _ 

Aliens, desirability of their emigration to, 
649-51. . . „ . , 

American citizens in. bee vanous refer¬ 
ences under American citizens. 

Belgium’s relations with. See Belgium. 

Belly’s activities in. See Bdly. 

Boundary conflicts, pernicious conse¬ 
quences of, 41-2. See also under each 
Central American country. 

Citizens of, cannot purchase and bold 
real estate in U. S., 45-6. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. See Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty. 

Cooperation between states of, U. S. 



Central America {continued) 

in affairs of, U. S. views, 44, 117, 121, 
347-8, 439; proposed protectorate over, 
128, 129-30, 131, 428, 681-2, 692-3 
note, 700, 704-5, 706-7, 707-8, 709-10, 
712, 713, 714-5. See also France, 
Great Britain, Monroe Doctrine, Spain, 
United States, below, this reference. 

Federation of states of. See Central 
American Federation. 

Filibustering expeditions from U. S. See 
Filibustering expeditions. 

France, appealed to for protection of, 
692-3 note; disclaims responsibility for 
Belly's activities in, 115, 121; has no 
desire for interposition in affairs of, 121, 
724; orders naval forces to prevent 
landing of filibusters in, 134 note. 

Great Britain, attitude toward, 50^2; 
domination in, 363; good offices desired 
in disputes between states of, 9-10, 
231—2, 224-5; machinations in, 379; has 
no desire for interposition in affairs of, 
724; methods for achieving objects in, 
788-9; Ouseley’s negotiations in, see 
Ouseley; effect of treaty (1859) with 
Guatemala upon possessions in, see 
Guatemala under Great Britain; pro¬ 
posed British protectorate over, 197- 
201, 199-200 note, 215-7; treaties with, 
to be made with approbation of U. S., 
816; U. S. denies British alleged rights 
55-6; attempts between Great 
Britain and U. S. to settle questions 
concerning, 40, 163-4, 811; U. S. con¬ 
siders British activities harmful to, 44; 
British control of and possessions in, to 
be abandoned under Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty, 744; Wyke’s mission to, see 
Wyke. 

Guatemala, Constitutive Act of 1851 op¬ 
posed to principles of governments in, 
251-2, 531- . 

Honduras’ position in, 363. 

Importance of, to civilized world, 4; 
lessened by continuous disputes be¬ 
tween states, 43. 

Mediation by states of, requested in 
Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary dis¬ 
pute, 617-20, 618-9 note, 620-1. 

Mexico, question of annexation of Central 
American states, 218. 

Monroe Doctrine considered injurious to, 
by Guatemala and Salvador, 531; neces¬ 
sity for maintenance by U. S. in, 743-4. 
See also Monroe Doctrine. 

Nicaragua seeks assistance of, in war 
against Walker, 518-21 note, 527. 

Political conditions in. See under each 
country, 

C1-.__ -• _ r^i_ 


2 i 5 - 7 > 197-201, 197-9 note, 200 note, 
3 ^ 9 - 

Treaties and Conventions negotiated by 
and between states of, see Treaties and 
Conventions. 

United States, accused of desiring to plant 
slavery in, 177-8, 509-11, 510 note, 511 
note, 531, 929-33, 955-7; desires and 
efforts towards solution of questions 
concerning, 4, 38, 162-3, 332, 614-5, 
729 note, see also especially Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty, Crampton-Webster 

proposals, Dallas-Clarendon Conven¬ 
tion; lack of desire for dominion over, 
500-2, 729, 836; interest in establish¬ 
ment of stable governments in, 93, 94, 
104-5, 613-4, 832-4; policy of non¬ 
interference in domestic affairs of, 
500-2, 614; opposition to interference 
of European Powers in affairs of, see 
European Powers, above, this reference; 
proposed protectorate over, 197-201, 
197-9 note, 199-200 note, 215-7, 
596-8; relations with, 3, 40, 278, 299, 
339 , 428, 59 &- 8 , 684-5, 715, 716, 
783-4, 786. 

Unity of states of, 954-5, 962. 

Walker expeditions to. See Walker, 
William. 

Central American Federation 

Activities of, report by J. B. Kerr, U. S. 
charge d’affaires in Nicaragua, 230, 231, 
327-8. 

Advantages of, instructions from Secre¬ 
tary Marcy to Borland, U. S. Minister 
to Nicaragua, 43; Borland's views, 
347 - 8 - 

Conditions in Central America lending 
themselves to, 834-5, 857. 

Costa Rica’s adherence to, 220; later op¬ 
position to, 328, 714. 

Failure of, 33, 219, 264, 278, 312-3, 

Great Britain’s opposition to, 328, 363. 

Guatemala’s adherence to, 220, 221; dec¬ 
laration of independence from, 221; 
refusal to join new union between 
Honduras, Nicaragua and Salvador, 
196-7, 223-4, 328. 

History of, 218-9. 

Honduras’ opposition to, 220, 221; forma¬ 
tion with Nicaragua and Salvador of 
new union, 196-7, 210, 223, 226-8, 229, 
230-1, 254-6, 363, 484, 487. 

Los Altos, in league with Salvador to 
sustain former Federation, 220-1. 

Nicaragua’s opposition to, 220, 221; for¬ 
mation with Honduras and Salvador of 
new union, 196-7, 210, 223, 226-8, 229, 
23(^1, 254-^; severance from new 
union, 264, 270, 271-2; efforts to reor- 
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Central American Federation (continued) 
tion with Honduras and Nicaragua of 
new union, 196-7, 210, 223, 226-8, 229, 
230-1, 254-6, 484, 487; in league with 
Los Altos to sustain former Federation, 
220-1. 

Slavery in, Federation decree of April 17, 
1824, abolishing, repealed by Nicaragua, 
573-4; text of extract of Nicaraguan 
decree, 574 note. 

Succession to rights of sovereignty and 
dominion exercised by Spain, 778. 

United States, desire to have Federation 
organized, 4, 27-8, 44, 61, 106, 117, 714, 
729; disregard by_ Central American 
States of U. S. advice, 176-7; proposed 
recognition of new union between 
Honduras, Nicaragua and Salvador, 
11-12, 227-8; Guatemala fears U. S. 
will force her into new union, 196-7; 
views of Borland, U. S. Minister to 
Nicaragua, on new union, 347-8; views 
of Kerr, U. S. charg6 d’affaires in 
Nicaragua, 254-6, 312-3. 

Central America Land and Mining Com¬ 
pany, formation by H. L. Kinney. See 
Kinney. 

Chamorro, D., Nicaraguan commissioner 
for settling Costa Rican-Nicaraguan 
boundary dispute, 362. 

Chamorro, Fruto, Director of Nicaragua, 
responsible for conditions leading up to 
Walker government, 525-6. 

Chamorro, Justo, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 210, 

Chatfield, Frederick, British Consul General 
at Guatemala City and charge d’af¬ 
faires in Central America, correspond¬ 
ence, 197-9 note, 202 note; recall of, 
272-8; mentioned, 263, 267. 

Chiapas, province, held forcibly by Mexico, 
778. 

Chile, treaty of union with Ecuador and Peru 
(1856), accession by Costa Rica, 590. 

Christie, D. D., British Consul General at 
San Juan del Norte, mentioned, 408. 

Clarendon, Earl of, British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, correspond¬ 
ence, 381-2 note, 510 note; mentioned, 
40, 342. 

Clarke, Beverly L., U. S. Minister Resident 
to Guatemala and Honduras, corre¬ 
spondence, 109-10, 156-61, 163-5; an¬ 
alysis and opinion of treaty of limits 
between Great Britain and Guatemala 
(1859), 758-60; protest against treaty 


note, 808-10, 808-10 note, 811, 816, 
841—2 note; British Minister to Hon¬ 
duras resents Clarke’s conduct, 841-2 
note, 851-2; U. S. partly disapproves 
his conduct, 165-6; granted leave of 
absence, 164. 

Clayton, John M., U. S. Senator, statement 
on U. S, attitude toward Nicaragua, 
quoted, 449; Secretary of State, instruc¬ 
tions to U. S. chargd d’affaires in Guate¬ 
mala on interference of European 
powers in affairs of Central American 
states, quoted, 439; notes exchanged 
with Sir Henry L. Bulwer, British 
Minister to U. S. regarding boundaries 
under Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, 775 note. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 

Bay Islands and Belize, Honduras, excep¬ 
tions to general operation of provisions 
of, 774"9; notes exchanged between 
Claj^on, Secretary of State, and Bulwer, 
British Minister to U. S., 775 note; 
occupation of Bay Islands prohibited 
byi 157. 808-10. 

Borland, Solon, U. S. Minister to Nica¬ 
ragua, memorandum on meaning of, 

364- 8 note; unfavorable opinion of, 
342-5. 359. 381; suggests treaty be 
abrogated, 343. 

Costa Rica, hopes for British intervention 
in her relations with U. S. under provi¬ 
sions of, 684; urges abrogation of 
treaty, 695-6. 

Great Britain, appoints Ouseley British 
Commissioner to Central America to 
settle difficulties growing out of, 107; 
encroachments and claims upon Central 
America leading up to negotiations for, 
773-4, 777; equality with U. S. in 
Central America because of, 344; 
whether excluded from Central America 
by. 359. 365-8; failure to carry out 
provisions of, 40; treaty with Guatemala 
(1859) considered in violation of, 
759-60, 773-9, 774-^, 780-3, 812-13, 
908-11; interpretation of treaty at 
variance with U. S. views, 40-1, 107, 
381; motives in concluding treaty, 

365- 8; policy in Central America at 
variance with, 785; violations of, 53-4, 
201-4, 365-8, 810; objects to be 
achieved by violation of, 788-9. 

Guatemala, accused of assisting Great 
Britain to establish Central American 
policy at variance with, 785; treaty with 
Great Britain (1S59) considered in 
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Cla^'ton-Bulwer Treaty {continued) 

in her relations with U. S. under provi¬ 
sions of, 684; interview between U. S. 
Minister Resident and President of 
Nicaragua regarding, 452-3 note; pro¬ 
tests British interpretation of, 191-2, 
201-4, 374: treaty with U. S. (1849) at 
variance with, 45, 344, 359“6o; urges 
abrogation of, 695-6; invoked by 
Nicara^a to prevent landing of Kinney 
expedition on Mosquito Coast, 430. 

Nicaraguan ship canal, an object of, 364 
note, 774. . 

United States, suggests mediation _oi 
Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary dis¬ 
pute under provisions of, 105, 616, 
620-1; equality with Great Britain in 
Central America because of, 344; 
excluded from Central America by, 359, 
365-8; considers treaty between Great 
Britain and Guatemala (1859) in 
violation of, 759-60, 773-9, 774"9i 
780-3, 812-3, 908-11; interpretation of 
treaty at variance with British view's, 
40, 51, 107, 151-3, 157, 158-9, 160-1, 
381, 8o8-ro, 809-10 note, 811; inter¬ 
view between U. S. Minister Resident 
and President of Nicaragua regarding, 
452-3 note; treaty with Nicaragua 
(1849) at variance with, 45,344,359-^0; 
distrusted by Nicaragua because of, 
354,684. 

Colombia, claims to jurisdiction over 
Mosquito Coast, 328; U. S. good 
offices sought in boundaiy dispute with 
Nicaragua, 334; treaty of peace, amity, 
navigation and commerce with U. S. 
(1S46), cited, 385-6 note. 

Conrad, Charles M., Acting Secretary of 
State, correspondence, 308, 313; in¬ 
structions to U. S. charge d’affaires 
on treaty of commerce and navigation 
with Guatemala and Central American 
Federation, 27-8. 

Cooper, James, American citizen, President, 
Central America Land and Mining 
Company, letter regarding Walker and 
Kinney expeditions to Nicaragpia, 465 
note. 

Com Island, cession by "Kingof Mosquito” 
to British subjects, 405. 

Corral, General Ponciano, Commander-in- 
Chief of Nicaraguan forces opposed to 
Walker in Nicaragua, correspondence, 
483 note; arrests \Vheeler, U. S. Min¬ 
ister Resident in Nicaragua, for acting 
as mediary between his and Walker’s 


correspondence, 675, 699-701, 704-8 
870-5.. S77-80, 8S4-9; negotiations 
regarding treaty of commerce and 
navigation w'ith U. S., 676-7, 728-9 
note; conversations with Lamar, U. S. 
Minister Resident, on treaty of com¬ 
merce and navigation with Great 
Britain, and other questions, 728-9 
note; interview with Dimitry, U. S. 
Minister Resident on Nicaragua’s ob¬ 
jectionable conduct regarding transit 
route, 857-9. 

Costa Rica 

Accessory Transit Company. See Nica¬ 
raguan ship canal and transit route. 

American citizens in. See American 
citizens. 

Belly’s negotiations with, for constructing 
Nicaraguan transit route. See Belly. 

Boundary dispute with Nicaragua. See 
Nicaragua, below, this reference. 

Central American Federation and. See 
Central American Federation. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. See Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty. 

Filibustering expeditions to Central Amer¬ 
ica. See Filibustering expeditions, Kin¬ 
ney, and Walker, William. 

France, appealed to for protection of 
independence of Central American 
states, 692-3 note, 698. 

Great Britain, appealed to for protection 
of independence of Central American 
states, 692-3 note; assistance to, in war 
with Walker government in Nicaragua, 
509-11, 511 note; designs upon and 
intentions toward Costa Rica, 803-5; 
influence in, 802; British interposition 
desired by Costa Rica in its relations 
W'ith U. S., 684; British political activ¬ 
ities in, 161-2, 379, 762-4, 769; pro¬ 
posed treaty with, 805, 815-6; failure of 
proposed treaty, 805. 

Industrial conditions in, 598. 

Intervention to prevent ratification by 
Nicaragua of treaty of commerce and 
navigation with U. S., 112, 690, 691-2, 
697-8. 

Monroe Doctrine accepted by, 725-6. 

Mosquito Coast memorandum, 213-4 
note. See also Costa Rica-Nicaragua 
^boundary dispute, and Mosquito Coast. 

Nicaragua, boundary dispute with: arbi¬ 
tration proposed, 215, 378; Costa 

Rican claims, 204-6, 210-3, 341, 420-2; 
settlement of, proposals by Costa Rica, 
195-6, 210-3, 216, 216 note, 3.34. 


Coata Rica {continued) 

350 -H, 589, <)(U’ ‘3, (»14, 615 -6, 620-5, 
640; tr(!a(y of tcrrittirial liniitH between 
Costa Rica aiul Nicaragua, 5H4, O15, 
fl22 note, (145, (l4tj, (,75| (>77 .{<; 
letter of J. 1 .. While, American citizen, 
pr<j[)osinK settlement, 247 4, 29H note. 
AVe (ilso ! icily, Hulwer, Clay ton-lUilwer 
Treaty, t'raniptim-W'ebster proiioHula, 
(iuanaca.ste, Mareoleta, MostiuitoC'oaHt, 
NiearaKiJan sltip canal and transit: 
route, Nicaragua (Lake), San Juan del 
Norte, San Juan ile! Sur, vSan Juan 
River. 

Nicaragua, relations with, (sitry; union 
with, 102 3. 007 K, tiio I, <110-I note. 

Nicaragu.ui shij) canal and transit route. 
See Nicaraguan Hhip canal ami transit 
route. 

Political lumditions in, 161-2, 634*5, 
7(>2 4, 7 t »7 H05. 

Recognitioti of g«)vernnient of, by Great 
Hrilain, Kii 2, 7(12 4: by U. S., 162, 
ybt) 70, H<h» I, H03, K13 -4. 

S^inlinia’s protection sought for inde¬ 
pendence i>f Central Americtin states, 
6«;2 ''3 note. 

Treaty relations: with Nicaragua (1H57), 
peace, 102 3, (my K, (iio i,uiO'i note; 
with Nicaragua (1H5K), territorial lim¬ 
its, 5 H<i, (»t5 <1, fi22 mite, (135, 6.10, (>75, 
(.177; with lb S. (iK5t), frieiidshir), 
commerce ancl iiavigalitm, H; with lb .S. 
(ihbo), adjustment of claims, 407, 40H, 
411. 

Ihuted States, relations with, n6 27, 
i ‘>4 5 . 5 ^ 6 , 560, 540 H, (144, fiH4, ^15-6, 
Ho2, 40(1 7; negotiation of treaties, H, 
407, 40H, 411; C'oHia Rican claims 
apiinst U. S., (u 2; lb S. claims against 
(amta Rica,_45M tu; U. S. criticism of 
oropo.sed unimi between Cnsta Rica and 
Nicaragua, 102 3, on, 6i5”{i; difli- 
cultiei etieouiitered in Costa Rial by 
U. S. siH’cial agent to Central America, 
. 54 fi 7 note, Sipi note, 632, 660 7 note; 
Costa Rica's ohjcetiotis to U. S. mail 
communication with Central America, 
.376-H: Costa Rica's favorable 
attitude toward atijHiintnient of U. S. 
ambasKulor to all Central American 
statesj 332. Str also Kilihustering 
exjiedttions. ^ 

Walker expetlitimw to Hmulurai and 
Nicaragua. _ See Walker, William. 

Cotrell, lb Sciuire, lb S. commercial agent 
at San Juan del Norte, mentioned, H7, 
480. 

Cousin, L., French citizen, correspondence 


Crampton-Wehjitcr nropoaala for settlement 
of boundary tlispute between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, 14 23,24"3,276 -7; 
text, iH 21 luitcj submission of pro¬ 
posals to Ciiata Rica, 2H0 2; submiHsiou 
of [iroposalsto Nicaragua, 2H6- H, 2()5“'6; 
Costa Rica's .'icceptance and reliance 
upon, 37 H, 28.4' 6, 2K8 -40, 240 i, 246 
note, 320 3, 3.15- 6, 42i*-2: Co.sta Rican 
consent decree, June 23, 1852, 288 -4 
note; Nicaragua refuses to accept 
proposals, 30, 243 -5, 29(1 -7, 297 note, 
^‘)6 . 3 n(), 320 3, 345'6; decree of 

Nicaragua refusing acceptance, 244 
note; Nicarngiia suggesls modification 
in proposals, 28, 301-3 note, 304 6, 
. 3 bV-.‘ 5 , Sb^J. 345 Is,. 37 ^ 
American Atlantic mul Pacific Ship 
Canal Comnany contract with Nica¬ 
ragua saveil by, 244, ^326; basis of 
negotiatiems between Great britain 
and Walker government in Nicaragua 
for settling disjmle over Mosquito 
Coast, 50H; views of borland, lb S. 
Mjaister to Nicaragua, 345--6; com- 
niisaionerH to ('osta Rica apiiointed by 
Great Hrilain tuid IJ. S.| 280 2; confer¬ 
ence of conimiasioners with Costa Rican 
MiniHler of Foreign AlTairs, 282 '3; 
instructions of Secretary of State to 
U. S. Minister to Nicarugiui, 41, 51 2; 
unauthorized publication of proposals 
by Mareoleta, Nicaraguan Minister 
to U. S., 33-4, 241--2, 242-3; U. S. 
objections to Nicaragua's proposed 
modilicationa, 28, 30, 63”4, 304-6: 
II. S. distrusted by Nicaragua iiecauae 
of j)ro|)oaalB, 354, 

Cushing, C, American citizen, selected as 
commissioner to settle dispute between 
Nicaragua ancl Accessory Tnuiait Corn- 

Cutting, t'runcis H., proposed arbitrator in 
disimte between Nicaragua and Acccs- 
8orv 'I'ranait Company, 555. 

Cyane, U. S. S., destruction of San Juan del 
Norte by, 54 60,4I3 »’4. 

Dallaa Clarendon Convention (1856) be¬ 
tween lb S. and Great Britain, failure of 
ratification, 158; authority of Hon- 
durai over Hay Islands recopized by, 
157-8; Mo8t|uit:o Coast to be surren¬ 
dered by Great Hrilain to Nicaragua 
untler terms (if, 137; Nicaragua con- 
Bklera her dignity ami interesta not 
Bufflciently iafeguardecl by, 748; nego- 
tiajioni between Nicaragua and Great 
Hritain for treaty »imilar to, XS5-6. 
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respondence, 144-56, 161-3, 165-8, 
169-71, 172, 173-4, 184-5, 

762-6, 804-6, 817-50, 861-93, 894-908, 
911-18; interview with Nicaraguan 
Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding 
claims of American citizens, 859-60; 
interview with British Commissioner to 
Central America on Bay Islands treaty 
between Great Britain and Honduras, 
851-2; assistance to and recognition of 
provisional government in Costa Rica, 
161-2, 769-70, 800-1, 803, 813-4; 
explanation of proposed treaty between 
Costa Rica and Great Britain, 815-6; 
suggests stern U. S. attitude in propos¬ 
ing convention with Costa Rica, 907; 
seeks to ascertain reasons for visit of 
British Commissioner to Central Amer¬ 
ica, 814-5; activities in restoration of 
Mosquito Coast to Nicaragua by Great 
Britain, 859, 860, 863-6, 889-90; 
efforts to dispel Nicaragua's distrust of 
U. S., 856-7; attempts to secure ratifica¬ 
tion by Nicaragua of treaty of com¬ 
merce and navigation with U.S.,919-27, 
935 - 8 , 938-40, 940-1, 941-5, 947-53; 
correspondence and negotiations on the 
opening of a Nicaraguan ship canal and 
transit route by American companies, 
S06-7, 820-2, 822-31, 831-2, 846, 849- 
51, 854-6, 857-9, 860-3, 870-2, 872-7, 
877-9, 880, 881-4, 892-3, 903, 904-6. 

Ecuador, treaty of union with Chile and Perii 
(1856), accession by Costa Rica, 590. 

Edmonds, J. W., American citizen, com¬ 
missioner of Accessory Transit Com¬ 
pany in negotiations regarding Nicara¬ 
guan ship canal and transit route, 327, 
399 note. 

Edney, Balis M., U. S. charge d'affaires in 
Guatemala, correspondence, 27-8. 

Edwards, Amory, American citizen, head of 
Honduras Railroad Company, 383. 

Elements of International Lam, by Wheaton, 
quoted, 486-7. 

El Nicaraguense, Nicaraguan newspaper, 
editorial against British activities in 
Nicaragua, 562-3 note. 

Emigration policy of the U. S., 82-3. 

Enemy flags covering neutral goods. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Enemy goods imder neutral flags. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 


interview with U. S. Minister Resident 
on U. S. bombardment of San Juan del 
Norte and other questions, 452-3 note; 
manifesto against Walker government 
in Nicaragua, 518-21 note; loss of 
authority in Nicaragua because of 
Walker's successful expedition, 528. 

European Powers 

Central America and. See Central 
America. 

Nicaraguan ship canal loan from, a 
condition of Belly contract for operating 
route, 764-5- 

United States, characterized as “a grasp¬ 
ing people” by, 351 note, 352 note; war 
with, being fomented by Nicaragua, 
743-4, 745 - 6 - 

Eurydice, British ship of war, 529, 556. 

Everett, Edward, Secretary of State, 
correspondence, 29-38, 320-8, 330-2. 

Expatriation, right of, recognized by U. S., 82. 

Fabens, Joseph W., U. S. commercial agent 
at San Juan del Norte, his removal 
requested by Nicaragua, 459. 

Ferrer, Fermin, appointed Minister of 
Public Credit of Nicaragua, 486; 
provisional President of Nicaragua, 
correspondence, 504; appointed Presi¬ 
dent of Nicaragua by Walker, 539-40; 
text of appointing decree, 539 note. 

Fields, American citizen, in employ of 
Walker government in Nicaragua, 
subsequently employed by U. S. special 
agent to Central America, 652; Nicara¬ 
gua orders him to leave country, 653-4; 
protection by U. S. special agent, 654; 
detained by Nicaragua, 656-7. 

Filibustering expeditions from U. S. to 
Central America. 

Central America Land and Mining Com¬ 
pany expedition to Mosquito Coast. 
See Kinney. 

Central American States, lack of respon¬ 
sibility for injuries inflicted by, 183-4, 
962-3. 

Costa Rica, accuses Accessory Transit 
Company of assistance in, 498-9; 
assistance to Nicaragua in preventing, 
677; appeal to European Powers for 
assistance against, 681-2, see also 
various references under Central America, 
and Martinez, Mora, Sardinia; decrees 
death to all American filibusters in 
Central America, 515-6; text of decree. 
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'ilibustering expeditions (continued) 

against alleged conspiracy in U. S. to 
destroy Central American states and 
introduce slavery therein through ex¬ 
peditions, 929-33: admits U. S. lack of 
responsibility for, 955; appreciates U. S. 
preventive measures, 957-8. 

France, its protection hoped for by 
Nicaragua against _ expeditions, 724; 
orders naval forces in Central America 
to prevent expeditions, 134 note. 

Great Britain, assistance to Costa Rica, 
509-11, 510 note; protection of Central 
America believed necessitated by ex¬ 
peditions, 724, 728 note, 784; orders 
naval forces in Central America to 
prevent expeditions, U. S. objections, 
133-4 note. 

Guatemala expected to unite with Nica¬ 
ragua against, 677, but declines, 684. 

Honduras expected to unite with Nicara¬ 
gua against, 677, 684; admits U. S. lack 
of responsibility for, 955; protest against 
U. S. alleged desire to plant slavery in 
Central America through, 929-33; 
appreciates U. S. preventive measures, 
957-8. See also Walker, William. 

Kinney expedition to Mosquito Coast. 
See Kinney. 

Mosquito Coast, expedition to. See 
Kinney. 

Nicaragua, assistance from Costa Rica in 
preventing, 677; hostility towards 
American citizens because of, 641, 651; 
appeal to European Powers for assist¬ 
ance against, 681-2, see also various 
references under Central America, and 
Martinez, Mora, Sardinia; decree ex¬ 
pelling all engaged in Walker expedition, 
600; hope for protection of France and 
Great Britain, 724; Kinney expedition 
to Mosquito Coast, see Kinney; Nicara¬ 
guan ship canal and transit route closed 
because of expeditions, 617, 819-20; 
orders all foreigners to report to Military 
Governor, 654; proclamation calling 
upon all Central American states to 
uniteagainst expeditions, n6-18, 672-3, 
672-3 note, 683, 684, 687-8; protection 
of U. S. sought against, 711-2, 729, 
961-3; protest against establishment of 
communication from New York to 
California through Nicaragua because 
of possible aid to, 770-3; publication in 
U. S. of Nicaraguan passport regulations 


injuries inflicted by, 929-33, 962-3; 
admits U. S. lack of responsibility for, 
955 ; Walker expedition, see Walker, 
William. 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route, 
its opening prevented by, 617, 819-20. 

Salvador expected to unite with Nicara¬ 
gua against, 684. 

United States, condemnation of expedi¬ 
tions, 177, 955; alleged conspiracy to 
destroy Central American states and 
introduce slavery therein through ex¬ 
peditions, 177-8, 687-8, 929-33. 955-7: 
accused of seeking annexation of 
Central American states by, 509-11, 
511 note; denies control over American 
citizens leaving U. S. and engaging in, 
81-4; objections to Nicaraguan proc¬ 
lamation calling upon Central Ameri¬ 
can states to unite against, 117, 672-3, 
687-8; U. S. official agents accused of 
being accomplices of expeditions, 120; 
armed protection desired by Nicaragua 
against, 474-5, 729-30; U. S. refuses 
armed protection, 70-1; protest against 
British orders to naval forces in Central 
America to prevent landing of, 133-4 
note; protest against Nicaragua order¬ 
ing all foreigners to report to Military 
^vernor, 654-5; protest against pub¬ 
lication in U. S. by Nicaragua of 
passport regulations to prevent ex¬ 
peditions, 131, 133, 719-20; prevention 
by U.S., 69, 72-3,103, 107, iio-i, 118- 
20,127-8,135-6,179,182,587,727 note, 
728 note, 957-8, 961-3, 963-4; U. S_. con¬ 
siders that policy toward expeditions 
rests with nation invaded, 183-4. 

Walker expeditions to Honduras and 
Nicaragua. See Walker, William. 

Fillmore, Millard, President of the U. S., 
correspondence, 194. 

Florida, purchase by U. S. from Spain, 351 
note. 

Follin, A., U. S. Consul at Omoa, Honduras, 
alleged conspiracy against Honduras, 
56 - 7 , 383 - 5 - 

Foreigners. See Aliens. 

France 

Central America and. See Central 
America. 

Costa Rica’s appeal zind hopes for French 
protection, 692-3 note, 698. 

Filibustering expeditions from U. S. to 
Central America. See Filibustering ex- 
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French, Parker H., American citizen, ap¬ 
pointed Nicaraguan Minister of_ Ha¬ 
cienda [under Walker], 486; appointed 
Nicaraguan Minister [VValker govern¬ 
ment] to U. S., 496; U. S. refuses to 
receive him, 80, 81; termed a fugitive by 
Costa Rica, 499; withdraws request for 
recognition as Nicaraguan Minister and 
protests his arrest in New York, 503-4; 
ordered to return to Nicaragua, 504, 

505-6. 

Goicouria [Goicurfa?], Domingo [de?], ap¬ 
pointed Nicaraguan Minister [Walker 
government) to Great Britain and 
France, 538; commission revoked by 
Rivas government in Nicaragua, 538; 
intrigues to remove Irisarri as Nicara¬ 
guan Minister to TJ. S., 636-8, 636-8 
note. 

Gomez, F., Honduran Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, correspondence, 913 note. 

G6mez, Ignacio, appoint^ Salvadorean 
charge d'affaires at Washington, 3, 5, 
189-90. 

Gonzilez, J. Estanislao, Acting Minister of 
Foreim Affairs of Nicaragua, corre- 
sponaence, 232-5, 238-9, 240^4. 

Gonzdlez, Salvador, Chief of Section, Costa 
Rican Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
correspondence, 756. 

Granada, Nicaragua, captured by Walker, 
481-2; resolutions of principal citizens 
of, regarding war between Nicaraguan 
forces and Walker, 486 note. 

Granville, Lord, British Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 
258 note, 262 note. 

Grape Shot, ship used by Kinney in expedi¬ 
tion to Mosquito Coast, 463. 

Great Britain 

American citizens and, in Central America. 
See American citizens. 

Bay Islands controversy. See Bay 
Islands. 

Belize, Honduras, boundaries of. See 
Belize. 

British Honduras, boundaries of. See 
Belize. 

Carmichael claim against Honduras, 782, 
786-7. 

Central America and. See Central 
America. 

Central American Federation, British 
opposition to, 328, 363. 


Filibustering expeditions /rom U. S. to 
Central America, British attitude. 
See Filibustering expeditions. 

Guatemala, designs upon Honduras fos¬ 
tered by Great Britain, 370-1, 375-6; 
British machinations In, 379; proposes 
British protectorate over Central Amer¬ 
ica, 197-201, 197-9 note, 200 note; 
treaty (1859) regarding limits of British 
possessions in Bay of Honduras and 
territories of Guatemala, analysis, 
758-60; ratification of treaty, 786; 
treaty considered by U. S. to be in 
violation of Clayton-Bulwer Treaty and 
Monroe Doctrine, 759 - 60 i 773 - 9 . 774 - 9 , 
775 note, 781, 788-9, 795 , 797-8oo; 
negotiation of treaty concealed from 
U. S. Minister Resident to Guatemala, 
173, 773-9, 789, 795, 797-800; treaty 
described as instituting British policy of 
control over Central America and en¬ 
largement of her possessions there, 783, 
784-5, 788-9, 852; Guatemala’s reasons 
for signing treaty, 795-6, 797-800; 
protest of minority of Guatemalan 
Council of State against treaty, 796, 
796 note, 817; alleged approval of 
treaty by U. S., 795-6, 817; Great 
Britain prepared and printed treaty 
before submission to Guatemala, 793. 

Honduras, Bay Islands controversy with 
Great Britain, see Bay Islands; British 
claims against Honduras, 782, 786-7; 
British interests in, 109-10; Honduran 
ports to be blockaded by Great Britain 
to satisfy claims, 191; British designs 
upon Honduras, 370-1, 375-6, 379, 380; 
U. S. advises Honduras to resist British 
encroachments, 52-3. 

Kinney expedition to Mosquito Coast. 
See Kinney. 

Mosquito Coast controversy. See Mos¬ 
quito Coast. 

Nicaragua, accuses British of bringing 
about destruction of San Juan del 
Norte by U. S., 417; British claims 
against Nicaragua, 561, 563; British 
designs upon, 371; Nicaraguan distrust 
of Great Britain, 345-6; feeling of 
enmity against Great Britain, 355; 
British interference in Nicaraguan 
affairs causes revocation of commission 
of British Vice Consul at Leon, 562, 
562-3 note; British interposition in 
Nicaraguan affairs not expected by 
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Britain {contmued) 

Iritain rejects treaty, 750, and orders 
snewal of negotiations, 144; Nicaragua 
itifies treaty, 746-9, and suggests 
imilar treaty with U. S., 731; U. S. 
bjections to treatj^, 135-6, 728 note, 
29 note, 751, 755, 836-9, 841, 844, 
46, 851, 854; treaty (1848) ol peace 
etween Great Britain and Nicaragua, 
37; Nicaragua thinks Great Britain will 
nite with Central America in war with 
J. S., 678. See also references under 
iostaRica-Nicaragua boundary dispute, 
araguan ship canal and transit route, 
iritish activities. See various entries 
nd references under Nicaraguan ship 
anal and transit route, 
leader, British machinations in, 371, 
79; dispute over blockade of Salva- 
orean ports to satisfy British claims 
gainst Salvador, 3,189-90,191, 23^40. 

I Juan del Norte, port of, British 
ctivities. See San Juan del Norte. 

;aty relations; with Guatemala (1859), 
erritorial limits, 758-60, 773-9, 775 
ote, 780-3, 813-6; with Honduras 
1856), Bay Islands, 179-80, 841-2 
ote, 852, 961; with Nicaragua (1848), 
leace, 437, 452-3 note; with Nicaragua 
1859), friendship, commerce and navi- 
ation, 135-6, 144, 217, 727, 728 note, 
29 note, 730-3, 730 note, 746-9, 750, 
5l> 755- 836-9, 841, 844, 846, 851, 
54; with U. S. (1850), ship canal, see 
'layton-Bulwer Treaty; with U. S. 
1856), Central America, 137, 155-6, 
57 - 8 . 748. 

ited States and. See especially Clay- 
on-Bulwer Treaty, Crampton-Webster 
roposals, Dallas-Clarendon Conven- 
ion. For references of less moment, see 
American citizens, Bay Islands, Belize, 
Central America, Costa Rica, Fili- 
lustering expeditions, Honduras, Mos- 
uito Coast, Ouseley, San Juan del 
lorte, Wyke. 

Iker expedition to Nicaragua, British 
ttitude. See Walker, William. 
bster-Crampton proposals for settle- 
lent of Costa Rican-Nicaraguan bound- 
ry dispute. See Crampton-Webster 
roposals. 

1, James, British Consul at Punta 
arenas, 434. 
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respondence regarding U. S. protest 
against treaty of territorial limits (1859) 
between Great Britain and Guatemala, 
780-3, 812-3. 

Guatemala 

American citizens in. See American 
citizens. 

Bay Islands controversy. See Bay Is¬ 
lands. 

Belgium and. See Belgium. 

Belize and British Honduras, treaty of 
limits between Great Britain and 
Guatemala (1859), 758-60, 781. 

Central American Federation, Guate¬ 
mala’s attitude. See Central American 
Federation. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, Guatemala’s at¬ 
titude. See Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Colonization by free Africans from U. S., 
proposal rejected by Guatemala, 757. 

Constitutive Act decreed Oct. 19, 1851, 
249; opposed to principles of American 
governments, 251-2. 

Filibustering expeditions from U. S. to 
Central America, Guatemala’s attitude, 
677, 684. 

Great Britain and. See Great Britain. 

Honduras, activities in fomenting revolu¬ 
tion in Guatemala, 196-7, 221-2; 

Guatemalan designs upon, 370-1,375-6; 
hostile feelings between, 424; Guate¬ 
malan intrigues in, 428; Honduras’ 
invasion of Guatemala, 375-6, 380; war 
between, 56-7, 380, 383-5; treaty of 
alliance to expel Walker from Nicara¬ 
gua, 581; U. S. accused of forcing union 
between, 196-7. 

Los Altos, new state formed out of terri¬ 
tory of Guatemala, 22; desires reincor¬ 
poration into Guatemalan territory, 
221. 

Monroe Doctrine considered by Guate¬ 
mala injurious to American Republics, 

> 531 - 

Nicaragua, Guatemalan ambitions in, 
425; Guatemalan offer of mediation in 
political disturbances in, 245; Nica¬ 
raguan ratification of treaty (1859) 
with U. S. favored by Guatemala, 
128-9, 687, 713, 713 note, 718; U. S. 
accused of forcing war between, 196-7. 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route. 
See Nicaraguan ship canal and transit 
route. 

Paris lyprlaratinn nf aHTiPsinn hv 
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Guatemala {coniintied) 

Nicaragua, 581; U. S. accused of 
fomenting war between, 196-7- 

Santo Tomas, port granted to Belgium. 
See beloxv, -under Treaty relations. 

Soconusco, claimed by Guatemala, 778. 

Spain, protection of, desired by Guate¬ 
mala, 369. _ 

Treaty relations: with Belgium (1852), 
granting port of Santo Tomas, 335-6; 
with Honduras and Salvador (1856), 
league and alliance, 581; with Great 
Britain (1859), territorial limits, 758-60, 
773-9, 775 note, 780-3, 813-6; with 
U. S. (1849), peace, amity, commerce 
and navigation, 26, 27-8, 90-1, 109, 
217, 260-1, 283, 307. 

United States, hostile feelings of Guate¬ 
mala towards, 196-7, 340-1, 369, 379- 
80, 424; protest of Guatemala against 
shipment of arms to Honduras, 56-7, 
383-5; U. S. objections to Guatemala's 
treaty of territorial limits (1859) with 
Great Britain, see under Great Britain; 
U. S. objections to changes in Guate¬ 
malan constitution, 67; treaty of com¬ 
merce and navigation between (1S49), 
26, 27-S, 90-1,109,217,260-1,283,307. 

Walker expedition to Nicaragua. See 
under Walker. 

Hall, William, British Vice Consul at Guate¬ 
mala City, correspondence, 786-7. 

Harper, James Forest, American citizen in 
Nicaraguan armed forces, death of, 257. 

Heiss, John P., Nicaraguan Minister [under 
Walker] to U. S., correspondence, 
559 - 61 . 

Henningsen, General Charles Frederick, 
alle|;ed preparation of new expedition 
against Nicaragua, 658. 

Mine, U. S. Consul at San Jose, activities in 
the case of Dr. Hogan, 960. 

Hogan, Dr., American citizen, prosecuted 
in Costa Rica, 182-3, 858-61. 

Honduras 

American citizens’ assistance to, in war 
with Guatemala, 56-7, 383-5. 

Bay Islands contro\'ersy with Great 
Britain. See Bay Islands. 

Belize and British Honduras, boundaries 
of. See Belize. 

Central America, Honduras’ position in, 

363- 

Central American Federation, activities 

__*_a!_ c»__ ^ % 


Filibustering expeditions from U. S. to 
Central America, Honduras’ attitude. 
See Filibustering expeditions. 

Great Britain and. See Bay Islands and 
Great Britain. 

Guatemala and. See Guatemala. 

Monroe Doctrine admired by, 500-2. 

Nicaragua, formation with Salvador and, 
of new Central American Federation, 
196-7, 210, 223, 226-8, 229, 230-1, 
254-6, 363, 484, 487; constant hos¬ 
tilities between, 196-7, 221; expected 
to unite to drive Walker from Nicara¬ 
gua, 677. 

Salvador, designs upon Honduras, 370-1 ; 
formation with Nicaragua of new Cen¬ 
tral American Federation, 196-7, 210, 
223, 226-8, 229, 230-1, 254-6, 363, 
484, 487; constant hostilities between, 
221; joint activities against Guatemala, 
196-7, 221-2; treaty of alliance (1856) 
to drive Walker from Nicaragua, 581. 

Treaty relations: with Great Britain 
(1856), Bay Islands, 179-80, 841-2 
note, 852, 961: with Guatemala and 
Salvador (1856), league and alliance, 
581; with U. S. 11849), amity, commerce 
and navigation, ^5. 

United States, advises Honduras to resist 
British encroachments, 52-3; U. S. 
protection desired, 363, 380; U. S. 
protest against treaty of territorial 
limits (.1859) between Great Britain 
and Guatemala presented to Honduras, 
780-3, 789; Honduras agrees with pro¬ 
test, 812-3; treaty of amity, commerce 
and navigation (1849), 45; negotiations 
for new treaty between, 45, 168, 174-5, 
362. 

Walker expeditions to Honduras and 
Nicaragua. See Walker, William. 

Honduras Railroad Company, organized 
by American citizens for constructing 
interoceanic route across Honduras, 
383-5; Guatemala protests shipment of 
arms to Honduras by, 384; U. S. 
investigates matter but maintains 
neutral attitude, 56-7. 

Hopkins, Mr., correspondence regarding 
Kinney and Walker expeditions to Cen¬ 
tral America, 465 note. 

Hunter, William, Jr., Acting Secretary of 
State, correspondence, 23-6, 276, 306-7. 

Immigration policy of the U. S., 82-3. 




667-7o» 679-80, 680-1 note, 681-2, 
687-8, 691 note, 691-2, 708, 711-2, 713, 
750, 908-11; appointed and confirmed 
as Minister to U. S. by Nicaragua under 
dual presidency of Jerez and Martinez, 
575-6, _ 587-8, 638: U. S. refuses him 
recognition because of unstable politi¬ 
cal conditions in Nicaragua, 88-9; his 
recognition opposed by Domingo Goi- 
couria, Nicaraguan Minister [under 
Walker government] to U. S., and 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, American citizen, 
636-8, 636-8 note; Vanderbilt’s conduct 
disliked by U. S., 108; his recognition 
urged by himself, loi, 575-6, 586, 591, 
595, 605, by Jones, U. S. special agent 
to Central America, 634, by Jerez and 
Martinez, dual Presidents of Nicaragua, 
587-8, by J. B. Purroy, American 
citizen, 603-4, by Rivas, President of 
Nicaragua, 549-50; proposes to resign 
because of intrigues against him, 674; 
Maximo Jerez appointed to succeed 
him in case of resignation, 688, 6go, 
698-9; negotiations with U. S. for 
ratification of treat}^ of amity, com¬ 
merce and navigation (1857) with 
Nicaragua, see under Nicaragua; U. S. 
objections to his publication in U. S. of 
Nicaraguan passport regulations to 
prevent filibustering expeditions, 131, 
133. 719-20; relieved as Nicaraguan 
Minister to U. S., 722-3, 

Jerez, Maximo, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, President of Nicaragua, 
Nicaraguan special representative and 
Minister to U. S., correspondence, 
141-3, 485, 719, 756, 767; banished to 
Honduras by Director of Nicaragua, 
525; activities against Director, 526; 
appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs 
by Walker, 486; resigns position under 
Walker and becomes Minister of For¬ 
eign Affairs under Rivas, 505, 538-43; 
his hostility towards Walker, 538-43, 
561; chosen President with Tomfis 
Martfnez, 587-8, 592, 603-^4, 612; his 
intrigues to remove Irisarri as Nicara¬ 
guan Minister to U. S., 636-8 note; 
appointed special representative^ to 
U. S., 688, 690, 699; appointed Minister 
to U. S. in place of Irisarri, 716-7, 688; 
U. S. refusal and subsequent acceptance 
of his appointment, 128, 129-30; nego¬ 
tiations for treaty of commerce and 
navigation with U. S., 129, 130, 143, 
68S-90, 701-2, 702-3 note, 718, 754-"5; 
U. S. objections to his publication in 


over Nicaraguan transit route, 145-6, 
806—8, 

Jones, William Carey, U. S. special agent 
to Central America, correspondence, 
93-8, 101, 586, 589-91, 596-8, 601, 
606-8, 612-21, 631-3, 647-8, 664-5; 
protection of American citizens in 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, 597 note, 
649, 652-7, 657-9, 666-7; difficulties 
encountered in his reception by Costa 
Rica, 596-7 note, 599 note, 632; 
criticizes U. S. State Dept, for non¬ 
action in matter, 667; interview with 
Costa Rican President on relations with 
U. S., 596-8; efforts and opinions re¬ 
garding Costa Rican-Nicaraguan bound¬ 
ary dispute, 621-5, 640; offered fullest 
cooperation by Nicaragua, 623-4 note; 
urges recognition by U. S. of Martinez 
government in Nicaragua and Irisarri 
as Minister to U. S., 634; difficulties 
encountered in Nicaragua, 640-1,661-2, 
663,665; reopening of formal diplomatic 
relations between U. S. and Nicaragua, 
661-2, 663; advises against ratification 
by U. S. of treaty of commerce and 
navigation with Nicaragua, 649, 657-8, 
659; instructed by U. S. to act as 
mediator in dispute between Walker 
and Nicaraguan forces, 91-2; urges 
U. S. to prevent aid from reaching 
Walker, 587; relieved of his duties, 

, 103-4. . . r 

Juarez, Gregorio, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 612- 
21, 623 note, 661-3, 675. 

Kaly [Kali?], Estanislas Thomas JHaly, Stan¬ 
islaus Thomas], English subject, land on 
Mosquito Coast ceded to, 405, 406. _ 

Kerr, John Bozman, U. S. charge d'affaires 
in Nicaragua, correspondence, 9, ii, 
18-23, 25, 232-3, 235-9, 240-8, 260-1, 
264-8, 283, 293-306, 326-7, 332;report 
on activities and unfavorable opinion of 
Central American Federation, 226-7, 
227-8, 229, 230-1, 254-6, 312-3, 327-8; 
instructed to bring about peace be¬ 
tween Central American States, 4; 
efforts and suggestions on settlement 
of Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary 
dispute, 5-7, 195-6, 211, 266, 286-8, 
295-6, 297-9, 304-6, 298 note, 312; 
recognized by Nicaragua, 278; friendly 
relations with Nicaragua, 266; denies 
British intrigue in Nicaragua, 267; 
correspondence concerning recall of 
Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to 
U. S., 29-30, 30-1, 31-7, 308-9, 309-10, 
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Kinney, Heniy L. {continued) 

and Mining Company for expedition to 
Mosquito Coast: granted lands on 
Mosquito Coast by British subjects, 
389-90 note, 389-92, 404-8; activities 
sought to be thwarted by Nicaragua 
with assistance of Accessory Transit 
Company, 71-2, 476-9, 477 note, 496, 
553; letter of Cooper, American citizen, 
concerning, 465 note; letter of Cousin, 
French citizen, concerning, 446-7 note, 
450-1 note; Nicaraguan attempts to 
prevent landing of expedition, 71-2, 

452- 3 note, 476^, 477 note; Nicaraguan 
attitude towards, 438-9,^ 442-5; Nica¬ 
ragua accuses U. S. officials in Central 
America of cooperation with Kinney, 
473-4, 459; Nicaraguan decree (1855) 
declaring •war against expedition, 471-2 
note; Nicaragua to ^ant lands to, 73, 
481; British opposition to expedition, 
436; Costa Rican protests to U. S., 
431-2; Nicaraguan protests to U. S., 
425-7, 429-31. 433 . 44^50. 450-1. 

453- 5. 456-60, 460-1., 463-4, 474-5: 
ships used by Kinney, 463; Kinney 
attempts to set up government at San 
Juan del Norte, 479, 675-6; Nicaragua 
denounces his government, 480, 481; 
U. S. attitude and preventive and puni¬ 
tive measures against Kinney and as¬ 
sociates, 65, 68, 69, 70-1, 71-2, 72-3, 
165-6, 447-8 note, 451-^. 452-3 note, 
457 . 463, 467; Walker opposed to 
Kinney, 488, 508; White, American 
citizen, mentioned in connection •with 
expedition, 458, 459. See also various 
references urider Filibustering expedi¬ 
tions from U. S. to Central America. 

t’Kint, Auguste, Belgian Consul General in 
Central America, negotiates treaties 
ivith Central America, 678. 

Lacayo, Gabriel, former Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter of Hacienda, selected commissioner 
to settle dispute between Nicaragua 
and Accessory Transit Company, 554; 
his efforts futile, 558. 

Lamar, Mirabeau B., U. S. Minister Resi¬ 
dent in Costa Rica and Nicaragua, 
correspondence, 104-8, 112-3, 115-27, 
129-31. 133-41. 645, 659-61, 663-4, 
671-4, 675-8, 682-6, 688-91, 692-8, 
699-701, 704-8, 709, 712, 714-6, 718, 
723-50, 751-4, 755-7, 760; appointed to 

succeed Tones. TI. S. snecial ncrent tn 


urges abrogation of Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty, 695-6; views and activities 
concerning filibustering expeditions and 
appeals of Central America for protec¬ 
tion of European Powers, 675-6, 672-3, 
683, 692-3 note, 695-6, 700, 704-5, 
706-7, 707-8, 727 note, 728 note, 729, 
743-4, 745-6; opposition to treaty 
(1859) between Great Britain and 
Nicaragua, 727, 728 note, 729 note, 
730, 731, 733 , 751-4, 755; suggests 
maintenance of Monroe Doctrine in 
Central America, 724-6, 728 note, 
743-4; activities and opinions regarding 
Nicaraguan ship canal and transit 
route, see United States under Nicara¬ 
guan ship canal and transit route; 
efforts to obtain ratification of treaty 
of amity, commerce and navigation 
between Nicaragua and U. S., 659-61, 
671-2, 676-7, 694-6, 697-8, 728 note, 
729 note, 731, 732, 733 . 734 - 5 , 735 - 6 , 
739-40, 740-1, 751, 755; requests and 
is given his passports, 745, 7^0; Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua regret his leaving 
Central America, 738, 756-7; requests 
State Department to delete from cor¬ 
respondence his censure of individuals, 
760-1. 

Latin American republics, union of, sug¬ 
gested by Guatemala, 379-80. 

Lawrence, Abbot,_U. S. Minister to Great 
Britain, mentioned, 192. 

Livingston, Dr. Joseph W., American citi¬ 
zen, held captive by forces of Guatemala 
and Salvador opposing Walker in 
Nicaragua, 564; U. S. Minister Resident 
in Nicaragua protests, 564; Livingston 
freed but banished to Salvador, 569. 

Lock, Granville G., commander of British 
naval forces on San Juan River, 437. 

Los Altos, new state formed out of territory 
of Guatemala, 220; in league with 
Sal-vador to sustain Central American 
Federation, 220-1; desires reincorpora¬ 
tion into Guatemalan territory, 221. 

Louisiana, purchase by U. S. from France, 
351 note. 

Macdonald [McDonald?], Colonel Archi- 
baM [Alexander?], superintendent of 
British Honduras, named regent of 
Mosquito Coast by “Mosquito King,” 
405-6. 

McIntosh, James, flag officer, U. S. S. 


Manning, Thomas, British Vice Consul at 
Leon, mentioned, 529; appointed to 
examine books of Accessory Transit 
Company, 398; approves and recognizes 
Walker government in Nicaragua, 503, 
505, 505 note; selected as commissioner 
to settle dispute between Nicaragua and 
Accessory Transit Company, 553; at¬ 
taches funds of Accessory Transit Com¬ 
pany in New York for money due him 
by Nicaragua, 552-3; seeks British pro¬ 
tection for his claim, 561; British sup¬ 
port his claim by force, 563; his commis¬ 
sion as Vice Consul revoked because of 
his interference in Nicaraguan affairs, 
562,562-3 note. 

Marcoleta, Jose de, Nicaraguan Minister to 
France, Great Britain and U. S., cor¬ 
respondence, 10, 28, 30, 48, 55, 58-60, 
65,68-71, 72-3, 78,191-3.201-4, 206-9, 
249-51. 254. 257-8, 258 note, 261-4, 
270, 271-6, 292, 308, 313-9. 371-5. 
381-3. 389-95. 404-9. 412-8, 425-7, 
429-31. 433 . 436-45. 446-51. 457-61, 
463-7. 473-8, 480, 493-4, 517-21; as¬ 
sistance to Belly in obtaining contract 
for constructing transit route, 679 note, 
680, 680-1 note; proposes settlement of 
dispute between Nicaragua and Great 
Britain over Mosquito Coast and San 
Juan de Norte, 381-2 note; U. S. co¬ 
operation In settlement refused, 55-6; 
protests to U. S. against Kinney expedi¬ 
tion to Mosquito Coast, 389-92; his 
efforts to prevent expedition, 71-2, 
476-8, 477 note, 478-g; his attempt to 
defeat ship canal project, 35; cor¬ 
respondence regarding U. S. request for 
his recall, 29-30, 30-1, 31-7, 46-7. 
292-3, 329-31, 333 ,336-7, 33778, 338-9. 
340,. 353 , 355; reappointed Nicaraguan 
Minister to U. S., 48. 

Marcy, William L., Secretary of State, cor¬ 
respondence, 333-6, 338-40, 342-451, 
452, 456-61, 463-7, 470-84, 485-514, 
515-44, 525-7, 550-85; instructions 
regarding conduct and protection _ of 
American citizens in Central^ America, 
44, 45; regarding U. S. policy in Central 
America, 40, 42, 43-4, 45-6; regarding 
formation of Central American Federa¬ 
tion, 43-4; regarding interpretation of 
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, 40; regarding 
Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary dis¬ 
pute, 43; regarding Crampton-Webster 
proposals for settling Costa Rican- 
Nicaraguan boundary dispute, 41, 51-2; 
regarding interference by European 
Powers in Central American^ affairs, 42, 


encroachments, 52-3; regarding recall 
of Marcoleta, Nicaraguan Minister to 
U. S;, 46-7; regarding Nicaragua’s 
adhesion to Paris Declaration of 1856 
[See doc. 3.!|., yol. i, p. 50]; regarding 
U. S. unwillingness to substitute a 
consul for commercial agent at San Juan 
del Norte, 52; regarding negotiation of 
treaty of amity, commerce and naviga¬ 
tion with Nicaragua, 45, 52, 63; ap¬ 
points Marling U. S. Minister Resident 
in Guatemala, 60-1; appoints Wheeler 
U. S. Minister Resident in Nicaragua, 
63; letter to Kinney opposing his expe¬ 
dition to Mosquito Coast, 447-8 note, 
451-2; protest to Costa Rica against 
murder of American citizens at Virgin 
Bay, 84-5. 

Maritime law. See Paris Declaration of 
1856. 

Marling, John L., U. S. Minister Resident in 
Guatemala, correspondence, 60-1, 490; 
mentioned, 432. 

Martin, T. J., American citizen, mayor of 
Mosquito Coast, mentioned, 279, 349; 
chosen head of reorganized independent 
government at San Juan del Norte, 
471-2. 

Martinez, General Tomds, President of 
Nicaragua, correspondence, 587-^, 635, 
712, 722; assistance to Belly’s activities 
in Central America, 673-4, 821-2, see 
also Belly; has no hopes of British and 
French interposition in Nicaraguan 
affairs, 723-4; Jones, U. S. special agent 
to Central America, urges recognition 
of Martinez government, 634: Jones’ 
mail intercepted by Martinez, 640, 641; 
chosen President of Nicaragua with 
General Maximo Jerez, 587-8, 592, 
603-4, 612; elected sole President of 
Nicaragua in general elections, 626-7; 
appointment and confirmation of Iri- 
sarri as Nicaraguan Minister to U. S., 
see Irisarri; approves modified contract 
with American Atlantic and Pacific 
Ship Canal Company, 638-9; proc¬ 
lamation of April 10, 1858 calling upon 
all Central American states to unite 
against filibusters, 672-3 note; Hon¬ 
duras and Salvador agree to proclama¬ 
tion, 684; Guatemala refuses to agree to 
proclamation, 684; U. S. objections to 
proclamation, 117, 672-3; Nicaragua’s 
explanation of proclamation, 687-8, 
683; alliances between Central American 
states made in spirit of proclamation, 
684; joint proclamation of May i, 1858 
with President Mora, of Costa Rica, 


Martinez, General Tom 4 s (continued) 

Nicaragua, 128, 717; proclamation 

denounced by Martinez and Mpra, 131, 
709-10, 712, 713, 714-5; interview with 
Lamar, U. S. Minister Resident, on 
Central American questions, 729^-30; 
negotiation of treaty of amity, com¬ 
merce and navigation with U. S., 697, 
702; decree ratifying modified treaty, 
702-3 note. 

Mason, U. S, Vice Consul at Punta Arenas, 
436; U. S. commercial agent at San 
Juan del Norte, accused of assisting 
Kinney’s expedition to Mosquito Coast, 
573-4. 

Massachusetts, U. S. S., mentioned, ^88. 

Mayorga, Mateo,_ Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 395 ~ 
404, 451, 453-5, 461-2, 467-70; protest 
against Kinney expedition to Mosquito 
Coast, 389-90 note; attitude toward 
dispute between Nicaragua and Acces¬ 
sory Transit Company, 396-402^ note; 
interview with Wheeler, U. S. Minister 
Resident, on Central American ques¬ 
tions, 452-3 note; attempts to prevent 
landing of Kinney expedition on 
Mosquito Coast, 477 note, 478-9; 
executed by Walker, 518 note. 

Mexico, Chiapas province held forcibly by, 
778; treaty of peace, friendship, limits 
and settlement with U. S. (1848), 352 
note; Central American states desire 
to be annexed to, 218. 

Milland and Company, Paris, attempts 
through Belly to secure contract with 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua for con¬ 
structing transit route. See Belly. 

Molina, Felipe, Costa Rican and Salvado¬ 
rean Minister to U. S., and Guatemalan 
charg6 d'affaires and Minister to U. S,, 
correspondence, 3-5, 8-9, 12-4, 24, 
26-7, 37-9, 47-8, 49-50. 57. 61-2, 63-7, 
194-6,204-6,210-5, 217-25.231,252-3, 
259-60, 268-70, 270-1, 276, 291, 295- 
300, 206-7, 320-3, 326, 332, 334, 341, 
357. 376-8. 383-5. 418-22, 431; pro¬ 
poses mode of settling Costa Rican- 
Nicaraguan boundary dispute, _io-ll, 
210-13, 250-1; denies publication of 
Crampton-Webster proposals for set¬ 
tling dispute, 291-2; suggests union of 
all Latin American states as defense 
against U. S., 3^9-80; instructions to 
promote ratification of treaty of com¬ 
merce between U. S. and Guatemala, 
217; memorandum on the Mosquito 
Coast, 213-4. 
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602, 761, 766, 770-3, 893 -4. 92H 
953-64; criticizes U. B. for iierniitling 
filibustering expeditions to Central 
America, 81-4, 4y7"-9, 521 '31 attiicks 
U. S. press for its alleged aapersions 
against Central America, 181 2, 95H; 
criticized by U. S. for making^ reiire- 
sentations from three stales in one 
communication, 176, 953 -q* 

Monroe Doctrine 

Central America and. BVc C'entral 
America. 

Costa Rica promises to adopt, 72.5- ti. 

Guatemala considers it injurious to 
American rcpuhlic.4, 531; tHiatemala's 
treaties with Belgium and Great 
Britain violative of, 336, 759 -ho. 

Honduras’ admiration for, 500 2. 

Maintenance in Central America neces¬ 
sary to prevent European domination, 
743 - 4 - 

Meaning explained by Borland, U. B. 
Minister to Nicaragua, 349 -53 note. 

Nicaragua adopts doctrine, ()97; cited as 
guide in relations with U. B., 452 note. 

Salvador considers it injurious to Ameri¬ 
can republics, 531. 

Montealegre, Jos6 Maria, Provisional Presi¬ 
dent of Costa Rica, 161-2, 70H; 
recognition by U. B., 162, 769 70, 8i3'- 
4; assistance received from Dimitry, 
u. S. Minister Resident, in framing 
government’s organic law, 803. 

Mora, Juan R., President of Costa Rica, 
correspondence, 514, 709: (lecrees death 
to all American lilibuBters in Central 
America, 515-6, 516 note; U. S. protCHls 
against his outrages upon innocent 
American citizens, 84-5, 514 ’5, 7; 

accuses U. S. of seeking annexation of 
Central America through filibustering 
expeditions, 511 note; opinion on 
proposed Central American Federation, 
714; influence with other Central 
American States and proposed adjust¬ 
ment of U. S. relations, 7x5, 716; 
consents to Cramjiton-Webater ]iro- 
posals for settlinjj Costa Rican-Nicara- 
guan boundary dispute, 2H4 6, 2H8 -ig), 
288-;9 note, 290-1; refuses to accept 
British proffered treaty with (aista 
Rica, 80^ favorable altitude toward 
Monroe Doctrine, 725-6; elTorta with 
Belly to prevent ratiucation by Nica¬ 
ragua of treaty of amity, commerce and 
navigation with U. S., see Belly; joint 
proclamation with President Martinez 
of Nicaragua calling upon Eurojiean 


Mosquito Coast (continued) 

regarding. See Accessory Transit Com¬ 
pany. 

American citizens in. See American 
citizens. 

Boundaries proposed by Nicaragua to 
Great Britain, 202-3 note. 

Central America Land and Mining Com¬ 
pany expedition to. See Kinney. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty application to. 
See Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Colombia, claims to. See Colombia. 

Corn Island ceded to British subjects, 405. 

Costa I^ica, memorandum on the, 213-4 
note. See also Costa Rica-NIcaragua 
bounclary dispute. 

Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary dispute 
intimately connected with, 43, 570-1. 
See also Costa RIca-Nicaragua bound¬ 
ary dispute. 

Crampton-Webster proposals application 
to. See Crampton-Webster proposals. 

Kilibustering expeditions from U. S. to. 
See Filibustering expeditions from U. S. 
to Central America. 

Government established on, 279, 348-9, 
471-2. 

Great Britain, instructions to British 
Commissioner to Central America, 
159-60,- interests in, 43; dispute with 
Nicaragua over jurisdiction, 201-4, 
206, 207-9 note, 436-45; Costa Rica 
refuses to assist Great Britain in 
obtaining recognition of her jurisdiction 
from Nicaragua, 805; U. S. attitude 
toward British claimed jurisdiction, 44, 
440-1; Mosquito King, a mythical 
personape of Great Britain, 468; 
occupation by Great Britain protested 
by Walker government in Nicaragua, 
570-1; British protectorate over, 40-1, 
42, 144, 151-3, 433-5, 750, 83576; 
negotiations with Nicaragua concerning 
settlement of dispute over, 381-2 note, 
508, 733 , 74 ^ 744 , 74 ^- 9 , 751 - 4 , 

755, 7H8-9, 816-7, 852-3, 863-6, 865-7 
_note, 890, 894. 

Kinney expedition to. ^See Kinney. 

Nicaragua, claimed jurisdiction over, 
414-8, 426, 430, 570-1, 859._ 

Prussians, successful colonization of, 407. 

Recognition of “Mosquito Kingdom,” 
Nicaraguan protest on alleged U. S. 
recognition, 191-2, 371; refused by 
Nicaragua, 274, by U. S., 7. 

Shepherd, Peter and Samuel, grants to 
and transfer by them of lands on. 
See Shepherd. 

TTtii1a/1 iinfnvnrablft attitude to- 


55-6, 137, 144, 151-3, 154-6. 166-7, 
356, 426, 440-1, 728 note, 729 note, 
750, 751-4, 755, 780-3, 812-3, 835-40, 
841, 844, 846, 851, 854, 859, 860, 863-7, 

889—90. 

Walker expedition to. See Walker, 
William, 

Mosquito Colonization and Mining Com¬ 
pany. See Kinney. 

Napier, Lord, British Minister to the U. S., 
conversations with Secretary Cass on. 
U. S. objections to British orders to 
naval forces in Central America to 
prevent landing of filibusters, i33-4note. 

Napoleon, Louis, Emperor of France, 
mentioned, 744. 

Nelson, John L., U. S. Consul at Turk’s 
Island, mentioned, 473-4. 

Neutral flags covering enemy goods. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Neutral goods under enemy flags. See 
Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Neutral rights at sea, treaty between U. S. 
and Nicaragua (1855), 470; treaty 
between U. S. and Russia (1854), 470. 
See also Paris Declaration of 1856. 

Neutrality Act (U. S.), 1818, Guatemala 
invoices act to stop shipment of arms to 
Honduras, 57, 384; Nicaragua invokes 
act to stop filibustering expeditions to 
Central America, 460-r, 535; enforce¬ 
ment by U. S., 82-3, III. 

New Granada. See Colombia. 

New Kerck, C, C., appointment as Ameri¬ 
can Consul at Port Union not accept¬ 
able to Salvador, 708. 

Nicaragua 

Accessory Transit Company and. See 
under Nicaraguan ship canal and 
transit route. 

American citizens In. See American 
citizens. 

Belly’s activities in, for contract to con¬ 
struct ship canal and transit route. 
See Belly. 

Boundary dispute with Costa Rica. See 
under Costa Rica. 

Central American assistance sought in 
war against Walker, 518-21 note, 527. 

Central American Federation, Nicaraguan 
attitude towards. See Central Ameri¬ 
can Federation. 

Central America Land and Mining Com¬ 
pany expedition to Mosquito Coast, 
efforts to prevent. See Kinney. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty’s effect upon. 
See Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Colombia and. See Colombia. 


Nicaragua {continued) 

tween Great Britain and U. S., effect 
upon. See Dallas-Clarendon Conven¬ 
tion, 

Emigrants to be carried to, only by ' 
American Atlantic and Pacific Ship 
Canal Company, 638-9. 

European Powers and. See European 
Powers. 

Filibustering expeditions from U. _S. to 
Central America, Nicaraguan attitude. 
See under Filibustering expeditions and 
Martinez. 

France and. See France. 

Great Britain’s relations with. See under 
Great Britain. 

Guatemala and. See Guatemala. 

Honduras and. See Honduras. 

Jerez government in. See Jerez. 

Kinney expedition to Mosquito Coast, 
Nicaraguan attempts to prevent. See 
Kinney. 

Martinez government in. See Martinez. 

Monroe Doctrine adopted by, 697; a guide 
in relations between U. S. and, 452 note. 

Mosquito Coast, Nicaraguan claims to. 
See various references under Mosquito 
Coast, 

New Granada and. See Colombia. 

Nicaragua, Lake, jurisdictional dispute 
with Costa Rica, 5-7, lo-i, 195-6, 
204-6, 210-3, 216, 250-1, 412, 589. 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route, 
activities regarding. See various refer^ 
ences under Nicaraguan ship canal and 
transit route. 

Paris Declaration of 1856, U. S. instruc¬ 
tions regarding Nicaragua’s adhesion 
to. See doc. 34, vol. i, p. 50. 

Political conditions in, 58, 86, 87, 228-30, 
235-9, 244-8, 254-7, 267, 326, 380, 
392, 433-4, 487, 536, 592, 603-4, 604-5, 
612. See also Jerez, Martinez and 
Walker. 

Salvador, constant hostilities with, 221; 
designs upon Nicaragua, 371; reorgan¬ 
ization with Honduras of Central 
American Federation, see Central 
American Federation; supports Nicara¬ 
guan claims for damages from U. S, 
for bombardment of San Juan del 
Norte, 418-9: Nicaraguan ratification of 
treaty (1859) with U. S. favored by 
Salvador, 128-9, 687, 713, 713 note, 718, 

Sap Juan del Norte, port of, dispute over 
jurisdiction. See San Juan del Norte. 

San Juan River, dispute over jurisdiction. 
See San Juan River. 

Treaty relations: with Costa Rica (1857), 


w'ith Great Britain (1848)peace, 437, 
452-3 note; with Great Britain (18^59), 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 
144,135-6, 217, 727, 728 note, 72<) note, 
730-3, 730 note, 746 •<;, 750, 751, 7 . 5 . 1 , 
836-9, 841, 844, 846, 851, H54, 894: with 
U. S. (1849), amity, conmierce and 
navigation, 5, 45, 52, 63, 3.(4, 3.58 ()<>: 
with U. S. (1854), 380, 385 (), 410 -2, 
410-1 note; with IJ. S. (1855), neu¬ 
tral rights at sea, 470; with U. S. (1855), 
amity, commerce, navigation and jiro- 
tection, 470-1, 573: with XL _S. (1857), 
amity, commerce and navigation, xoj -3, 
106-7, 108, II2™3, 114-5, 120, 126 -7, 
128-9, 130, 135-6, i37'-40, 140 -I, 6n, 
629-30, 629-30 note, 64H 9, (>57 -8, 
659-61, 663-4, 666, 671-2, 674, ()7()-7, 
679-80, 682-3, 685, 686--7, ()88-90, 697, 
701-2, 702-3 note, 713, 713 note, 718, 
723, 728 note, 729 note, 732, 735 6, 738, 
746-9: with IJ. S. (1859), amity, com¬ 
merce and navigation, 141, 151, i. 53 “ 4 > 
156, 167, 171, 172, 172 note, r75-f), 
184-5, 731, 733 . 734 -“ 5 , 739 - 41 . 7 . 51 . 
754-5. 761-2, 766 note, 853, 869, 8H4, 
890-1, 914-6, 916-8, 919-25, 926--7. 
928-9, 933-4, 935-8, 93H-40, 94 <>"^. 
941-5, 945 - 7 , 947 - 50 , 949 “ 5 « 60 te, 
951-3: with U. S. (1867), anuty, com¬ 
merce and navigation, 629-30 note. 

United States, protection desired by, 3701 
relations between, 93, 116 -27, 266, 
351-3, 449, 623-4 note, 649, 661-2, 663, 
665, 684, 685, 743-4, 745-6, 750, 856-7; 
interception of U. S. mail by, 635-6; 
criticizes proposed union between Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua, 102-3, 611, Oif) '6: 
treaty of amity, commerce and navi¬ 
gation (1841)) with,_ not acted on be¬ 
cause at variance with Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty, 5, 45; further negotiation for 
modification of treaty, 52, 63, 344, 
358-60; treaty of amity, commerce and 
navigation (1854), 380, 38^5-6, 410-2, 
410-1 note; treaty regarding neutral 
rights at sea (1855), 470; treaty of 
amity, commerce, navigation and pro¬ 
tection (1855), 470-1, 573; treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation (1857). 
negfotiation and difliculties in way of 
ratification, 102-3, 106-7, 108, 112-3, 
114-5, 120, 126-7, 128-9, t30, 13.5"6, 
137-40, 140-1, 611, 648-9, 657--8, 659- 
6r, 663-4, 666, 671-2, 674, 676-7, 679- 
80, 701-2, 713, 713 note, 718, 728 note, 
729 note, 732, 735-6, 738, H6-9, 751, 
755 , 95i~3; ratification by Nicaraguan 
Assembly of i8k 7 treaty. fiaS-o. 607. 


ratilication by U. S., 649, 657-8, 659; 
treaty of amity, commerce and naviga¬ 
tion (1859), negotiation of, 141, 175-6, 
731,. 733 , 734-5, 739 , 751, 755 , 853; 
ratihcation of treaty (1B59) by Nica¬ 
ragua, 151, 153-4, 156, 167, 184-5, 
740-1, 754-5, 761-2, 766 note, 869, 884, 
890-1, 914-8, 919-25, 926-7, 933-4, 
935-8, 938-41, 941-5, 945-53; ratifica¬ 
tion of treaty (1859) by U. S., 143, 171, 
172, 172 note, 935-8; treaty of amity, 
commerce and navigation (1867), 629- 
30 note. See also especially Costa Rica- 
Nicaragua boundary dispute, Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty, Crampton-Webster 
proposals, Dallas-Clarendon Conven¬ 
tion, Filibustering expeditions. Great 
Britain, Irisarri, Kinney, Marcoleta, 
Martinez:, Mosquito Coast, Nicaraguan 
ship canal and transit route, San Juan 
del Norte. For references of less 
moment, see American citizens. Belly, 
Borland, Cass, Dimitry, European 
Powers, French, Guatemala, Jones, 
Kerr, Lamar, Marcy, Mayorga, Molina 
(Luis), Monroe Doctrine, Neutrality 
Act (1818). 

Walker expeditions to Honduras and 
Nicaragua. See Walker, William. 

Nicaragua Joint-Stock Company [Soci6t6 
Anonyme Nicaraguaine], formation by 
Belly to construct transit route, 845 n. 

Nicaragua, Lake, jurisdictional dispute be¬ 
tween Costa Rica and Nicaragua, 5-7, 
lo-ii, 195-6, 204-6,210-13,216,250-1, 
412, 589; U. S. objections to France 
keeping vessels of war on, 123-4. 
also Costa Rica-Nicaragua boundary 
dispute and Nicaragua ship canal and 
transit route. 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route 

Accessory Transit Company, formed for 
operation of route, 551-9; assistance to 
Nicaragua in thwarting Kinney expe¬ 
dition to Mosquito Coast, 71-2, 476-8, 
496; charter revoked by Walker gov¬ 
ernment in Nicaragua, 496, 506, 545-9, 
557; decree of revocation, 506-8 note; 
accused by Costa Rica of assisting fili¬ 
bustering expeditions to Nicaragua, 
498, 499; Costa Rica protests against 
company damming Colorado River, 
419-22, 419 note; dispute with Nica¬ 
ragua, 85-6, 395-404, 396-402 note, 
41C-7, 543-4. 545-9. 551-9; efforts at 
settlement of dispute, 49, 54-5, 388, 
3 q 8 note, 551-9; interference in domes¬ 
tic w'ars in Nicaragua, 557; appeal to 
Great Britain to prevent aid from 
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tral American Federation to embarrass, 
230, 231; emigrants carried to Nica¬ 
ragua by, 638-9; Costa Rica’s strenuous 
objections to company's contract with 
Nicaragua, 594, 623 note; Costa Rica’s 
and Nicaragua’s objections to com¬ 
pany's attempts to obtain land on San 
Juan River, 13-4, 252-3 note, 254, 
259-60, 268, 270-1, 393-5; negotiations 
for and dispute over contract with 
Nicaragua, ii, 98-9, 173-4, 232-9, 
240-1, 246, 249-50, 353, 364-5 note, 
393-5. 551-9, 592, 593, 623 note, 638-9, 
660-1, 664, 669-70, 686, 712, 734, 
736-7, 742, 756, 765, 842, 843, 850-1, 
854-6, 867-8, 872-7, 880, 881-4, 892-3, 
901-3. 

American citizens’ interest in. See Amer¬ 
ican citizens. 

Belly’s activities regarding. See Belly. 

British Transit Company seeks monopoly 
over. See British Transit Company. 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, ship canal an 
object of, 364 note, 774. 

Construction ot, dependent upon solution 
of Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary 
dispute, 22. 

Costa Rica, claims to jurisdiction over 
route, 97-8, 612, 614, 631-5, 698; al¬ 
leged to have granted charter to Web¬ 
ster & Co. for operation of route, loi, 
412, 600, 623 note; seizes control of 
route, 95, 96, 99-100, 586, 602-3, 606, 
607, 612, 613, 617-20, 618-9 note, 
625-6, 642, 689-90; arrangements re¬ 
garding claims to jurisdiction over 
route, 102, 607-8, 612, 613, 615, 616, 
631, 632-3, 640, 647, 648, 659, 677, 678, 
686. See also Costa Rica-Nicaragua 
boundary dispute. 

Crampton-Webster proposals save proj¬ 
ect, 299, 326. See also Crampton- 
Webster proposals. 

European Powers, loan for operation of 
canal a condition of Belly contract, 

764-5- 

Filibustering expeditions prevent opening 
of, 617, 819-20. 

France, treaty with Nicaragua regarding 
route, 894. 

Great Britain, treaty with Nicaragua 
regarding route, 894. -See also Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty, Costa Rica-Nicaragua 
boundary dispute, Dallas-Clarendon 
Convention, and various references under 
this entry. 

Guatemala, proposed mediation in dis¬ 
pute between Costa Rica and Nicaragua 
over jurisdiction of route, 616. 

Imnortance of. Q 7 . 218. 26=!. 


Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route 

{continued) 

20; adopts decree declaring route open 
to competition of all nations, U. S. pro¬ 
test, 822-31, 862, 870-2, 877-9, 880, 
881-4, 896-901, protest of American 
Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany, 734. See also Cortez, Jerez, 
Marcoleta, Martinez, Mayorga. 

Operation of, difficulties preventing, 764, 
818-9, 844-5; declared impracticable, 

552. . , . . 

Salvador, mediation offered in dispute 
over route between Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua, 612. 

Stebbins, H. G., American citizen, con¬ 
tractor with Nicaragua for operating 
route, forfeiture of contract sought by 
American Atlantic and Pacific Ship 
Canal Company, 660-1, 664; protest of 
U. S. against Nicaraguan decree annul¬ 
ling contract, 146-50, 822-31. See also 
Webster, William. 

United States, alleged not to_ support 
American Atlantic and Pacific Ship 
Canal Compan;jr, 892-3; interposition 
with Costa Rica in her claim to Jurisdic¬ 
tion over route, 13-4, 95, 96, 97-8, 99- 
100, 268-9, 270-1, 602-3, 612, 614, 
689-90; alleged agreement with Great 
Britain as to principles governing, 137; 
considers route under sole jurisdiction 
of Nicaragua, 105-6, 614, 624; pro¬ 
posed guaranty of Nicaraguan sover¬ 
eignty over route, 5-7, 629-30, 629^30 
note; proposed U. S. mail communica¬ 
tion through route, 49-50,141-2, 145-6, 
376-8, 756, 770-3, 806-8, 830, 831-2, 
846; attitude toward opening of route, 
44-5, 93 , 94 , 122, 132, 133, 144-5, 150, 
615, 734, 822-31, 854-6, 857-9, 862-3, 
870-2, 877-8, 878-9, 880, 881-4. 

Webster, William R. C., English subject, 
contractor with Costa Rica for transit 
route. See Webster. 

Oaksmith, Appleton, Nicaraguan Minister 
[under Walker government] to U. S., 
correspondence, 566-71; text of creden¬ 
tials, 566 note; U. S. refuses to recog¬ 
nize him, 86, 87, 572-3. 

Oreamuno, Francisco M., Vice President of 
Costa Rica, mentioned, 512. 

Orizaba, U. S. S., forbidden by British to 
land at San Juan del Norte with pas¬ 
sengers, 529, 556. 

Ouseley, William Gore, British Minister to 
Central America, correspondence, 751, 
755: appointment, 103-4, 107; instruc¬ 


tor treaty with Costa Rica, 805; nego¬ 
tiation of treaty with Nicaragua, 144, 
727, 730, 731, 732. 75 i'- 4 . 755: Great 
Britain rejects treaty, _ 75 '>: his pcnyer 
in Nicaragua, 686; his i)artici[)ation 
in overthrow of Mora government in 
Costa Rica, 161-2, 762 -4, 805; recall of, 
787; U. S. views as to his attemiits to 
settle Central American questions, 810, 
and his failure, 811. 

Palmerston, Viscount, British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, correspond¬ 
ence, 207-9. 

Paris Declaration of 1856. U. S. instruc¬ 
tions regarding Nicaragua's lulhesion to, 
see doc. 34, vol. i, p. 50; Guatemala's 
adhesion to, 582. 

Paulding, Captain Hirarn, U. S. Navy, 
Nicaraguan appreciation for capturing 
filibusters at San Juan del Norte, 

963-4- . . 

Pav6n, M. F., Guatemalan Munster of 
Foreign Affairs, corre: jiomlence, 249, 
260. 

Perfi, treaty of union with Chile and 
Ecuador (1856), accession by Costa 
Rica, 590. 

Phillips, W. B., Secretary to General Affcnt, 
Central America Land and Mining 
Company, correspondence, 446 7 uote, 
450-1 note. 

Pierce, Franklin, President of the U. S., 
correspondence, 387 note, 549 ^o, 585. 

Priest, John, U. S. Consul, arrested and 
property confiscated by Nicaragua, U. S, 
seeks redress, 461-2, 461-2 note. 

Purroy, J. B., American citizen, explanation 
to U. S. Secretary of State un political 
conditions in Nicaragua, 603-4. 

Rattan [RoatAn] Island. See Bay Islands. 

Renneck [Renwick], John Sebastian, British 
subject, grantee of lands by “King of 
Mosquitos," 405. 

Representacibn Nacional de Centro-Anier- 
ica. See Central American Federation. 

Richmond, John L., Undcr-Secrctary of 
State of Nicaragua under Walker, cor¬ 
respondence, 545-9. 

Rivas, Patricio, President of Nicaragua un¬ 
der Walker, 484, 486, 526, 52H; hostility 
and activities against Walker, 537, 538, 
540 - 3 . .' 549 - 50 , 561, 569, 571-2, 580-1, 
584; his government dissolved by 
Walker, 560; interview between Presi¬ 
dent of Honduras and U. S. Minister 
Resident as to his character, 500-2; 
recognition of his government liv TJ. S. 



as to constitutionality of treaty of 1857 
between U. S. and Nicaragua, 697, 

Robert Charles Frederick, Mosquito King, 
mentioned, 405. 

Rocha, Jesus de la, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 329, 
_ 332, 336-8. 

Rogers, M. L., American schooner, men¬ 
tioned, 383-5, 

Russia, treaty with U. S. (1854) regarding 
neutral rights at sea, 470. 

Salaxar, Colonel Lorenzo, activities in over¬ 
throw of President Mora of Costa Rica, 
768-g. 

Salazar, Mariano, Nicaraguan Minister of 
War, activities against Walker in 
Nicaragua, 560; found guilty of treason 
by Walker and shot, 564. 571. 

Salinas Bay, excluded from claims of Costa 
Rica over Nicaragua transit route, 589. 

Salinas, Sebastian, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 202 
note; activities against Walker gov¬ 
ernment in Nicaragua, 550, 565-6. 

Salvador 

American citizens’ right to take part in 
civil wars in other countries denied by, 
530- 

Central American Federation, attitude of. 
Sec Central American Federation. 

Filibustering expeditions oimosed by, 684. 

Great Britain and. See Great Britain. 

Guatemala and. See Guatemala. 

Honduras and. See Honduras, 

Los Altos, relations with. See Los Altos. 

Monroe Doctrine considered injurious to 
American republics by, 531. 

Nicaragua and. See Nicaragua. _ 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route, 
mediation offered by Salvador in dis¬ 
pute over, 612. 

Treaty relations; with Guatemala and 
Flonduras (1856), league and alliance, 
581; with the U. S. (1850), amity, 
commerce and navigation, 45, 261, 283. 

United States, ratification of treaty (1850) 
of amity, commerce and navigation, 
261, 283; a model for treaties with other 
Central American states, 45; Salvador 
disapproves appointment of C. C. 
New Kerck as American Consul at 
Port Union, 708. 

Walker expedition to Nicaragua, attitude 
of Salvador. See Walker, William. 

San Juan del Norte, port of 

Accessory Transit Company's unlawful 
conduct in, 416-17. Sec also under 
Nicaracruan shio canal and transit route. 


disregard Costa Rican claims, 341; ces¬ 
sion to Costa Rica proposed by Great 
Britain, 192-3. See also Costa Rica- 
Nicaragua boundary dispute. 

Crarapton-Webster proposals, application 
to. See Crampton-Webster proposals. 

Filibustering expeditions to. See various 
references under Filibustering expedi¬ 
tions. 

Government established, 279, 349, 471-2. 

Great Britain, concentration of forces in 
port to support British claim against 
Nicaragua, 563; proposal to cede port 
to_ Costa Rica, 192-3; dispute with 
Nicaragua over jurisdiction of port, 34, 
42-3t 55-6, 67 i 192, 258 note, 262 note, 
261-4, 393-5, 381-2, 433, 435, 436-45, 
452-3 note, 488, 440-1, 593, 852-3. 
See also Mosquito Coast. 

Kinney expedition to. See Kinney. 

Nicaragua, basis of claim to jurisdiction 
over, 436-45; dispute with Costa Rica 
over jurisdiction, 204-6, 210-1, 378, 
412; proposed solution of dispute with 
Costa Rica, 271-5,-273 note; intention 
to maintain law and order in port, 452-3 
note; dispute with Great Britain over 
jurisdiction, see Great Britain under this 
title; proposed solution of dispute with 
Great Britain, 215, 216, 381-2 note; 
protest against British proposal to cede 
port to Costa Rica, 192-3; Nicaraguan 
sovereignty over port not repudiated 
by U. S., 352 note. See also Mosquito 
Coast. 

Spain, proposed by Costa Rica to mediate 
dispute with Nicaragua, 211; Nica¬ 
ragua makes same proposal, 216. 

United States, attitude toward conditions 
in, 445-6, 468; bombardment of port by 
U. S., 59-60, 61-2, 413-4, 414-8, 418-9, 
432-6, 452-3 note; good offices in settle¬ 
ment of dispute over jurisdiction of 
port, 34, 55-6, 67, 98-9, 378, 381-2 note, 
436-45, 592-3; attitude toward dispute 
between Great Britain and Nicaragua, 
42-3, 312, 356, 440-1; proposed mail 
communication through, see United 
States under Nicaraguan ship canal 
and transit route; Nicaraguan sov¬ 
ereignty over port maintained by U. S., 
352 note, 468-70; unwillingness to sub¬ 
stitute a consul for a commercial agent 
at port, 52. ^ 

Walker expedition to Nicaragua, See 
various entries under Walker, William. 

San Juan del Sur, port of, landing of Walker 
expedition in, 472; declared in a state 
of blockade by Costa Rica, 582, 584; 



San Juan River (continued) 

note, 254, 258 note, 259-60, 261-4, 262 
note, 268-9, 270-1, 393-5; Costa Rican- 
Nicaraguan dispute over jurisdiction, 
5-7, lo-l, 195-6, 204-6, 210-3, 215, 
216, 250-1, 412, 589; Spain proposed as 
mediator in settlement of dispute, 211, 
216; U. S. attitude in dispute, 5-7, 
10-11,250-1. 

Santo Tomas, port of, granted to Belgium 
by Guatemala, 335-6. 

Sardinia, appeal of Central American states 
for protection of their independence by, 
692-3 note. See also European Powers 
under Central America. 

Sartiges, Count de, French Minister to U. S., 
denies Belly’s diplomatic authority in 
Central America, 115; conversation 
with Secretary of State Cass on French 
orders to naval forces to prevent land¬ 
ing of filibusters, 134 note. 

Savage, Henry, in charge U. S. legation in 
Guatemala, correspondence, 191, 196- 
201, 215, 239, 249, 251, 335, 340, 369, 
422-5, 427-8, 581-2, 584, 600,608,617. 

Selva, Buenaventura, Nicaraguan lawyer, 
opinion that treaty J1857) between 
U. S. and Nicaragua is constitutional, 
697; appointed Nicaraguan Minister of 
War, 487. 

Selva, Pedro y, appointed Secretary of Nica¬ 
raguan legation in U. S., 571, 573; 
designated Nicaraguan charg6 d'affaires 
at Washington, correspondence, 577. 

Shepherd, Peter, British subject, granted 
land on Mosquito Coast by King of 
Mosquitos, 405, 406, 436. 

Shepherd, Samuel, British subject, granted 
land on Mosquito Coast by King of 
Mosquitos, 390, 405, 406; grants by 
Shepherd to Kinney and other Ameri¬ 
can citizens, 390, 408; Walker govern¬ 
ment in Nicaragua declares grants 
void, 508. 

Slavery, Nicaragua repeals decree of Cen¬ 
tral American Federation _ abolishing 
slavery in Central America, 573-4; 
text of extract of Nicaraguan decree, 
574 note; U. S. accused of attempting 
to introduce slavery in Central Amer¬ 
ica, 509-11, 510 note, 511 note, 531, 

929-33- 

Smart, Robert, Captain, H. B. M. ship In¬ 
defatigable, mentioned, 20r note. 

Soci6t6 Anonyme Nicaraguaine [Nicaraguan 
Joint-Stock Company], formation by 
Belly for construction of Nicaraguan 
transit route, 845 note. See also Belly. 

Soconusco, declared by U. S. Minister Resi- 

rlpnr in Gnatpmala and Hnndtiraa 


by U. S. from, 351 note. See al.so C'en- 
tral America. 

Squier, Ephraim George, S. charge 
d’affaires in Central America, Nicara¬ 
guan distrust of U. S. because of his 
conduct, 353. 

St. Mary's, U. S. ship of war, mentioned, 
461-2, 461-2 note, 463. 

Star of the West, U. S. steamer, mentioned, 

464- 

Stebbins, H. G., American citizen, contractor 
with Nicara[>ua for operating Nuui- 
raguan transit route. See under Nica¬ 
raguan ship canal and transit route. 

Strobel, American citizen, refugee from 
Walker forces in Nicaragua, arrcstdl by 
Costa Rica, 597; State Dep't criticized 
for its non-actiion in matter, (167. 

Swartout, Lt. Commander S., captain, 
U. S. S. Massachusetts, mentioned, 4B8. 

Tarlton [Tarleton?], captain, British ship of 
war Eurydice, 529, 556. 

Taylor, Zachary, President of TJ. S^ corre¬ 
spondence, 440: message to Congress 
(1848), quoted, 439. 

Tejada [Tijada?], Raphael Garcia, agent of 
Accessory Transit Company, 397 note, 
399 note; commissioner to settle dis¬ 
pute between Nicaragua and Accessory 
Transit Company, 553, 55H; his efforts 
futile, 558; commissioner of Nicaragua 
for settling boundary dispute with 
Costa Rica, 362. 

Termagant, British frigate, mentioned, 433, 
435 - 

Texas, annexation by U. S., 352 note. 

Toledo, Nazario, Costa Rican Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 

751. 

Treaties and Conventions: Bogotd ([t 84_6), 
Colombia and U. S., amity, navigation 
and commerce, 385-6 note; Granada 
(1848), Great Britain and Nicaragua, 

S eace, 437, 452-3 note; Guadalupe 
lidalgo (1848), Mexico and U. S., 
peace, friendship, limits and settlement, 
352 note; Guatemala City (18^9), Gua¬ 
temala and U. S., peace, amity, com¬ 
merce and navigation, 26, 27-8, QO-l, 
109, 217, 260-1, 283, 307; Le6n (1849), 
Honduras and U. S., amity, commerce 
and navigation, 45; Le6n (1849), Nica¬ 
ragua and U. S., amity, commerce and 
naviption, 5, 45, 52, 63, 344, 3.58-60; 
Washington (1850), Great Britain and 
U. S., ship canal, see Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty; Le6n (1850), Salvador and 
U. S., amity, commerce and navigation, 


neutral rights at sea, 470; Granada 
(1855), Nicaragua and U. S., amity, 
comiuerce, navigation and protection, 
470-1, 573: Granada (1855), Nicaragua 
and U. S.,_ neutral rights at sea, /:|.70; 
(1S56), Chile, Ecuador and Peru, union, 
5QO; London (1856), Great Britain and 
I-Ionduras, Bay Islands, 179-80, 84X-2 
note, 852, 961; London (1856), Great 
Britain and U. S., Central America, 137, 
157-8, 748: Guatemala City 
(1856), Guatemala, Honduras and 
Salvador, league and alliance, 581; 
Rivas (1857), Costa Rica and Nica¬ 
ragua, peace, 102-3, d07-8, 610-11, 
6io-i note; Washin^on (1857), Nica¬ 
ragua and U. S., amity, commerce and 
navigation, Treaty relations under 
Nicaragua; San Jose (1858), Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua, territorial limits, 589, 
615-6, 622 note, 635, 640, 67s, 677; 
Paris (1859), France and Nicaragua, 
friendship, commerce and navigation, 
894; Guatemala City (1859), Great 
Britain and Guatemala, territorial 
limits, 758-60, 773-9, 775 note, 780-3, 
813-6; Le6n (1859), Great Britain and 
Nicaragua, friendship, commerce and 
navigation, 144, 135-6, 217, 727, 728 
note, 729 note, 730-3, 730 note, 746-9, 
750r 751. 755, 836-9, 841, 844, 846, 851, 
854, 894; Managua (1859), Nicaragua 
a.nd U. S., amity, commerce and navi¬ 
gation, SCR Treaty relations under Nica¬ 
ragua; San Jose (i86o), Costa Rica and 
TJ. S., adjustment of claims, 907, 908, 
911; Managua (18O7), Nicaragua and 
XJ. S., amity, commerce and navigation, 
629-30 note. 

Trescot, William Henry, Acting Secretary of 
State, correspondence, 171-4, 913-6. 

United States, ship used in Kinney expedi¬ 
tion to Mosquito Coast, 463. 

United States 

American citizens. See American citizens. 

Bay Islands controversy, attitude of. See 
Bay Islands. 

Belize and British Honduras, difficulties 
with Great Britain regarding, I5I“3> 
See also Belize. 

Belly’s activities in Central America op¬ 
posed to U. S. interests. See Belly. 

British Transit Company opposed by 
XJ. S., 848, 86I“2, 863, 870-2, 872-5, 
881-4,903,904-6. 

California acquired by. See California. 

Central America and. See Central 
America. 


Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, application by 
U. S. to Central American controver¬ 
sies. See Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

Colombia and. See Colombia. 

Costa Rica and. See Costa Rica. 

Crampton-Webster proposals for settling 
Costa Rican-Nicaraguan boundary dis¬ 
pute supported by. See Crampton- 
Webster proposals. 

Dallas-Clarendon Convention (1856) with 
Great Britain. See Dallas-Clarendon 
Convention. 

Emigration policy, 82-3. 

European Powers’ attitude towards. See 
European Powers. 

Expatriation, right of, recognized by, 82. 

Filibustering expeditions to Central Amer¬ 
ica, U. S. attitude. See Filibustering 
expeditions. 

Florida purchased from Spain, 351 note. 

France, Louisiana purchase, 351 note. 

Great Britain and. See especially Clay¬ 
ton-Bulwer Treaty, Crampton-Webster 
proposals, Dallas-Clarendon Conven¬ 
tion. For references of less moment, see 
American citizens. Bay Islands, Belize, 
Central America, Costa Rica, Filibus¬ 
tering expeditions, Honduras, Mosquito 
Coast, Ouseley, San Juan del Norte, 
and Wyke. 

Guatemala and. See Guatemala. 

Honduras and. See Honduras. 

Immigration policy, 82-3. 

Kinney expedition to Mosquito Coast, 
U. S. attitude. See Kinney. 

Louisiana purchase from France, ^51 note. 

Mexico, treaty of peace, friendship, limits 
and settlement (1848), 352 note. 

Monroe Doctrine and Central America. 
See Monroe Doctrine. 

Mosquito Coast controversy, U, S. posi¬ 
tion. See various entries under Mos¬ 
quito Coast. 

Neutrality Act (1818) invoked by Central 
America. 5 ee Neutrality Act. 

Nicaragua and. See under Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua, Lake, U. S. objections to 
French war vessels on, 123-4. See also 
Costa Rica-Nicaragua boundary dis¬ 
pute and Nicaraguan ship canal and 
transit route. 

Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route, 
U. S. efforts in regard to. various 
references under Nicaraguan ship canal 
and transit route. 

Paris Declaration of 1856, U. S. instruc¬ 
tions regarding Nicaraguan adhesion to. 
See doc. 34, vol. i, p. 50. 

Russia, treaty (1854) regarding neutral 


United States {continued) 

San Juan River, U. S. attitude in dispute 
over, 5-7, lo-i, 250-1. 

Slavery alleged to be Introduced In Cen¬ 
tral America by U. S., 509-1, 510 note, 
511 note, 531, 929-33- 

Spain, Florida purchased by U. S. from, 
351 note. 

Treaty relations: with Colombia (1846), 
amity, navigation and commerce, 385-d 
note; with Costa Rica (1851), friend¬ 
ship, commerce and navigation, 8; with 
Costa Rica (i860), adjustment of 
claims, 907, 908, 911; with Great Brit¬ 
ain (1850), ship canal, see Clayton- 
Bulwer Treaty; with Great Britain 
(1856^ Central America, 137, 155-6, 
157-8, 748; with Guatemala (18^9), 
peace, amity, commerce and naviga¬ 
tion, 26, 27-8, 90-1, 109, 217, 260-1, 
283, 307; with Honduras (1849), amity, 
commerce and navigation, ,|.5; with 
Mexico (1848), peace, friendship, limits 
and settlement, 352 note; with Nicara¬ 
gua (1849), amity, commerce and navi¬ 
gation, 5, 45, 52, 63, 344, 358-60; with 
Nicaragua (1855), amity, commerce, 
navigation and protection, 470-1, 573; 
with Nicaragua (1855), neutral rights at 
sea, 470; with Nicaragua (1857), amity, 
commerce and navigation, see Treaty 
relations under Nicaragua; with Nicara¬ 
gua (1859), amity, commerce and navi¬ 
gation, see Treaty relations under Nica¬ 
ragua; with Nicaragua (1867), amity, 
commerce and navigation, 629-30 note; 
with Russia (1854), neutral rights at 
sea, 470; with Salvador (1850), amity, 
commerce and navigation, 45, 261, 283. 

Valenzuela, Perro Jos6, member, Guate¬ 
malan Council of State, protest against 
treaty (1859) between Great Britain 
and Guatemala, 796, 796 note, 817. 

Vanderbilt, CorneliuSj member, American 
Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany, activities in Central America re¬ 
garding Nicaraguan ship canal and 
transit route, 660-1, 686, 765, 842, 843, 
850-1, see also American Atlantic and 
Pacific Ship Canal Company under 
Nicaraguan ship canal and transit route; 
interference in ratification by Nicaragua 
of treaty (1857) with U. S., 660, 690, 
see also United States under Nicaragua; 
attempts Jo prevent recognition by 
U. S. of Irisarri as Nicaraguan Minister 
to U. S., see Irisarri. 

Vandvke contract for constnictino- NtVa- 


Vesta, British frigate, 433; brig used by 
Walker in filibustering expedition to 
Nicaragua, 462 note. 

Veydt, L., Guatemalan consul general in 
Brussels, mentioned, 335--6. 

Vijil, Agustfn, special representative of 
Nicaraguan President [Walker] to U. S., 
correspondence, 85-6, 525-7,543"4i 573- 

Vixen, British ship of war, 436. 

Walker, Patrick, British consul general to 
“Mosquito Kingdom,” mentioned, 407. 

Walker, William, American cil:i?:on, fili¬ 
bustering expeditions to Honduras and 
Nicaragua 

Accessory Transit Company, dispute 
with. See under Nicaraguan ship canal 
and transit route. 

Central America estranged from U. S. by, 
783 - 4 - 

Central America Land and Mining Com¬ 
pany expedition to Mosquito Coast 
opposed by, 488, 508. 

Costa Rica, assistance to Nicaragua in 
war against, 96,^ 512, 516, 523, 527, 
583-4, 590; assistance requealed by 
Honduras, 913 note; attempts of Walker 
to take possession of Costa Rican terri¬ 
tory, 512; Costa Rica considers Walker 
a usurper, 533; protests to U. S. against 
Walker expeditions and recognition of 
his government in Nicaragua by U. S., 
491-2, 533-5. 583-4, fioi, 912-4: rc'la- 
tions with, 504-5; Walker declares war 
on Costa Rica, 509, 512; President of 
Costa Rica decrees death to all Amer¬ 
ican filibusters, 515-6; text of decree, 
516 note; decrees expelling all wdio had 
engaged in Walker expeditions, 598 9, 
600-2: U. S. protest against Costa 
Rican decrees and outrages U[)on Amer¬ 
ican citizens, 84-5, 514-5, 516.7, 523~-4., 

597 note, 666-7; U. S. unfavorable atti¬ 
tude toward Costa Rican war against 
Walker, 96, 590. 

Crampton-Webster proposals for settle¬ 
ment of_ boundary dispute between 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, basis for 
settlement of dispute over Mosquito 
Coast between Great Britain and 
Walker government in Nicaragua, 50H. 

European Powers, appealed to by Central 
American states tor protection against 
Walker. See European Powers under 
Central America. 

Great Britain, British influence an<] power 
in Central America increasecl by, 
783-4; negotiations between, for settling 


Walker, William {continued) 

San Juan del Norte, 488; British armed 
intervention against further aid to 
Walker requested by Accessory Transit 
Company, 556 note. 

Guatemala, assistance to Nicaragua in 
war against Walker, 487, 512, 527, 536, 
564, 566, 581; Guatemala considers 
Walker a usurper, 532; protests to U. S. 
against Walker expeditions and recogni¬ 
tion of his government in Nicaragua, 
488-9, 529-33, 578-9, 601, 627-9, 656, 
643-5, 646-7, 711-2; relations with 
Walker, 504-5; treatment by Guate¬ 
mala of prisoners of war from Walker’s 
army in Nicaragua, 581-2; U. S. protest 
against Guatemala's treatment of 
American citizens in war against 
Walker, 564, 569, 576-7; ill-feeling en¬ 
gendered in Guatemala against U, S. 
because of Walker expeditions, 490, 
7ic^ii; Guatemala accuses U. S. of 
policy of aggrandizement because of 
Walker expeditions, 531. 

Honduras, Walker's landing in, 916 note; 
requests Costa Rica’s assistance in re¬ 


pelling Walker, 913 note; assistance to 
Nicaragua in war against Walker, 487, 
512, 527, 581; relations with, 504-^. 

Kinney expedition to Mosquito Coast 
opposed by Walker, 488; Walker orders 
Kinney to leave county, 508. 

Mosquito Coast, negotiations between 
Great Britain and Walker for settle¬ 
ment of dispute over, 488, 508; grants 
by Shepherd on Mosquito Coast an¬ 
nulled by Walker, 508. 

Nicaragua, landing of Walker expedition 
in, 472; history of conditions in Nica¬ 
ragua leading up to Walker govern¬ 
ment, 525-7; Walker appointed com¬ 
mander of Nicaraguan army, 486; 
Walker takes possession of Granada and 
becomes provisional President, 481-2; 
manifesto to set up democratic govern¬ 
ment, 482 note; peace treaty between 
Walker and Nicaraguan forces, 484; 
elected President 5^7, 559-61; inau¬ 
gural address as President, 544-5 note; 
Accessory Transit Company charter 
revoked by Walker, 4^6, 506, 50^8 
note, 545-9; President Estrada’s activi¬ 
ties and protest to Central American 
states against Walker, 518-21 note, 526; 
Fermin Ferrer appointed President of 
Nicaragua by Walker, 539-40; text of 
appointing decree, 53p note; MAximo 
Jerez appointed Minister of Foreign 
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Rivas appointed President of Nicaragua 
by Walker, 484, 486, 526; Rivas deserts 
Walker, 536, and sets up provisional 
government at Chinandega, 538, 580-1; 
Rivas declared an enemy by Walker, 
540-2; Rivas allies with other Central 
American States against Walker, 541-3, 
569, 571-2; Rivas government dissolved 
by Walker, 560, 584; activities of Gen¬ 
eral Mariano Salazar against Walker, 
560, 571; Salazar found guilty of treason 
and shot by Walker, 564, 571; activities 
of Sebastian Salinas against Walker, 
SSOj 565-6; Nicaragua protests to U. S. 
against Walker expeditions, 464-6, 
474-5. 643-s, 646-7, 667-9, 711-2: 
treatment of American citizens in 
Walker forces, 74, 608, 652, 653-4, 
654-5, 656-7; Nicaraguan claims for 
damages done by Walker, 646-7; rela¬ 
tions between U. S. and Nicaragua be¬ 
cause of Walker expeditions, 78, 88-9, 
493-4, 575-6, 586, 603-5, 609-10, 684, 
685, 914-8, 919-24, 924-5, 926-7, 
928-9, 933 - 4 - 

Salvador, assistance to Nicaragua in war 
against, 487, 512, 527, 541, 542, 564, 
569, 581; Salvador considers Walker a 
usurper, 532; protests to U. S. against 
Walker expeditions and recognition of 
his government in Nicaragua, 488-9, 
529-33, 578-9, 601, 627-9, 636, 643-5, 
646-7, 711-2; relations between, 504-5; 
treatment of American citizens in Walk¬ 
er forces, 576, 617; U. S. protest against 
Salvador’s treatment of Dr. Livingston 
in war against Walker, 564, 569; Sal¬ 
vador accuses U. S. of policy of ag¬ 
grandizement because of Walker ex¬ 
peditions, 531; Salvador refuses to 
accept New Kerck as American Consul 
at Port Union because of his participa¬ 
tion in Walker expedition, 708. 

United States, accused of policy of ag¬ 
grandizement and introducing slavery 
in Central America by expeditions, 
509-n, 510note, 511 note, 53i, 929-33; 
intercourse with Walker government in 
Nicaragua, 7^ 77-8, 500, 504, 505-6, 
508, see also French, Heiss, Oaksmith, 
Richmond, Vijil; relations with Nicara¬ 
gua because of expeditions, 78, 88-9, 
493-4, 575-6, 586, 603-5, 609-10, 684, 
685, 914-8, 919-24, 924-5, 926-7, 
928-9, 933-4; preventive and punitive 
measures against expeditions, 70-1, 
76-7, 78-80, 100, 103, iio-i, 127-8, 
131, 177, 181, 490, 500-2, 587, 639, 657, 
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Walker, William {continued) 

487, 491-2, 493-4, 533-5, 543-4, 565-6, 
567, 568, 585. , ^ , 

Wallerstein, Edward, Costa Rican Consul 
General at London, correspondence, 510 
note, 511 note. 

Walsh, Robert M., U. S. special^agent and 
commissioner to Costa Rica, corre¬ 
spondence, 14-7,24,279,284-6, 288-91, 
295-7 note, 307; presents to Costa Rica 
Crampton-Webster proposals _ for set¬ 
tling boundary dispute with Nicaragua, 
280-2; conference with Costa Rican 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 282-3; 
Nicaraguan protest against his_ alleged 
disrespectful conduct in presenting pro¬ 
posals, 314-5; Walsh’s justification of 
his conduct, 323-5. 

Webster-Crampton proposals for settling 
boundary dispute between Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua. See Crampton-Web- 
ster proposals. 

Webster, Daniel, Secretary of State, corre¬ 
spondence, 3-4, 8-9, 10-23, 26-7, 
189-93, 195-225, 228-31, 233-8, 239, 
244-8, 249-60, 261-76, 277-9, 282, 283, 
290-3. 305. 307. 31173: instructions re- 

f arding U. S. mediation in Costa Rican- 
Hcaraguan boundary dispute, 5-7. 
See also Crampton-Webster proposals. 
Webster, William Robert C., English sub¬ 
ject, receives charter from Costa Rica 
for proposed transit route across Cen¬ 
tral America, loi, 600; Nicaragua re¬ 
fuses to approve Webster contract, 623 
note; seeks forfeiture of Stebblns con¬ 
tract and desires new contract with 
Nicaragua, 660-1; obtains contract 
with Nicaragua conditioned upon for¬ 
feiture of Stebbins contract, 664; 
. Vanderbilt repudiates his acts and con¬ 
tract, 686; interference in ratification of 
treaty (1857) between U. S. and Nica¬ 
ragua, 660, 690, see also United States 
under Nicaragua. 

Weems, Dr. Strahen H., U. S. Consul in 
Guatemala City, Guatemala’s desire to 
settle his claim for robbery of his home 
by its troops, 217. 

Wheaton, Elements of International Law, 
quoted, 486-7. 

Wheeler, John H., U. S. Minister Resident 
in Nicaragua, correspondence, 63, 67, 
71. 74-5, 77, 80-1, 85-6, 87, 89-90, 
451-7, 461-3, 467-73, 481-8, 499, 507- 
II, 527, 529, 536-7, 561, 573 , 576; ar¬ 
rival at Punta Arenas, 432; address 
upon presentation to President of 
Nicaragua, 452 note; report upon Ac- 


reports upon political conditions under 
Walker government in Nicaragua, 487, 
500-2, 528; negotiation of treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation with 
Nicaragua, sec United States wider 
Nicaragua; signature of treaty with 
Nicaragua regarding neutral rights at 
sea, 470; activities as mediator in hos¬ 
tilities between Walker and Nicaraguan 
forces, 483 note, 486 note, 495-6, 5K5; 
his conduct in acting as mediator not 
approved by State Deji’t, 75 ; orrested 
as prisoner of war by Nicaniguan forces 
opposed to Walker, 483, 485: efforts to 
protect himself and other American 
citizens, 435-6, 445"6| 452-3 note, 
485-6, 514-5, 516-7, 523-4, 563, 564, 
566, 569, 577, 601-2; Ins recogiuUoii of 
Walker government in Nicaragua, 487, 
491-2, 494, 508, 533 ” 5 , 565 -6, 567, 568; 
recognition of Walker government not 
approved by U. S., 74, 76‘•7, 77"'8,_78- 
80, 493-4, 585: his withdrawal of official 
intercourse with Walker government, 
500; ordered home and asked to resign, 
87-9; his resignation and U. S. reasons 
for requesting it, 89-90, 574-5, 585. 

White, Joseph L., member, American At¬ 
lantic and Pacific Ship Canal Com¬ 
pany, and attorney for Accessory Tran¬ 
sit Company, confirms Belly's activi¬ 
ties in Central America, 678-y note; 
mentioned in connection with Kinney 
expedition to Mosquito Coast, 458, 
459; letter to Kerr, U. S. charg6 d’af¬ 
faires in Nicaragua, regarding settle¬ 
ment of Costa Rican-Nicaraguanbound¬ 
ary dispute, 297-9, 298 note. See also 
Accessory Transit Company and Ameri¬ 
can Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal 
Company under Nicaraguan ship canal 
and transit route. 

Willok, Mateo Enrique, British subject, 
owner of land on Mosquito Coast, 406. 

Wolfe, Nathaniel H., proposed arbitrator in 
dispute between Nicaragua and Ac¬ 
cessory Transit Company, 555. 

Wyke, Charles Lenox, British Commissioner 
to Central America, 787, 805; corre- 
^ondence, 284-6, 290; presentation of 
Crampton-Webster proposals to Costa 
Rica, 280-2; conferences with Costa 
Rican Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
282-3; explanation of his mission to 
Central America, 814.-5, 816; resents 
conduct of U. S, Minister Resident in 
Honduras in protesting against treaty 
regarding Bay Islands between Great 
Britain and Honduras. 8,11-2 note. 



oi arrest oi u. e). consul rriesr, 401-2, 
461-2 note. 

Yelverton contract with Nicaragua for con¬ 
structing Nicaraguan transit route, 
896-901. 

Zeleci6n, Pedro, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 731, 
733-40, 745-50, 822-^1, 842-3 854-6, 
875-7; negotiations with U. S. Minister 


030, 031-2, o.;|,o, 054-0; negotiations 
with U. S. Minister Resident for treaty 
of amity, commerce and navigation be¬ 
tween U. S. and Nicaragua, 734-5, 
735-6, 738, 739, 740-1, 746-9. 

Zepeda, Hermenegildo, Nicaraguan Minis¬ 
ter of Foreign Affairs, correspondence, 
918, 933-4: negotiations with U. S. 
Minister Resident regarding treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation with 
U. S., 919-24, 926-7, 935-8, 940-5. 



